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Daddy, can I keep
him? . . .Please!
Over the years, I have witnessed the sale of many puppies to people who were in their words, “just looking” and not ready to buy. How does this happen? One example is the determined father. He does not intend to purchase a puppy and makes it clear from the beginning. The puppies are cute but he is strong, holding firm to his decision that he is "here to just look." However, in no time he is writing a check while his daughter dances around with her new puppy in her arms. What happened? This father had forgotten the power of his daughter’s batting eyes and gleeful plea: "Oh daddy, can I keep him?...Please!" Powerful persuaders our little ones, and Dad is seldom a match for them.
However, the story seldom ends there. It might take a couple of days, weeks, or a few months but no matter the time frame the questions and pleas for help are normally the same: “How do I get this dog to stop peeing on my floor?,” My dog won’t come when I call him,” or “My dog is chewing on, well everything, what do I do?”
This stage is what I normally refer to as the New Dog Hangover or the Morning After Phase. The time where the thrill and excitement of owning a new pet ends, and the reality of responsible dog ownership begins.
I decided to write this book to help individuals who are “just looking” and are not ready to commit to having a new dog or puppy in their home. However, this book is also intended for those people who already have a 4-legged friend and now want or need a little assistance. This is not another "Dog Training" handbook; in fact, it is the opposite. This is more of a "People Training" book.

Penny DiLoreto is an accomplished dog breeder, trainer, and veterinary assistant. She is also the owner of Puppies Dot Com LLC, and K9 Dog Park a dog training business, located in Southern California. In addition to her busy schedule, Penny finds time to donate her time to the local Humane Society. There she assists with the Volunteer Mentor Program and has written may dog-related articles that are published on the internet.
Education:
Regional Occupational Program (ROP) Veterinary Assistant Program Graduate, Animal Behavior College Graduate, American Red Cross Certified Pet First Aid/CPR Instructor Program Graduate
Professional Affiliations:
Board Advisory member - ROP Veterinary Assistant Program, Certified Professional Dog Training Instructor, Certified Canine Behaviorist, Accredited Dog Trainer, Certified Therapy Dog Evaluator, California Association of Professional Pet Dog Trainers, International Association of Animal Behavior Consultants, American Red Cross Certified Pet First Aid / CPR Instructor
Chapter 1
Where to Purchase Your Puppy
Rescue or Purchase?
As a volunteer for my local Humane Society, I look into the eyes of sheltered animals weekly and feel sick that they do not have a family to love and care for them. However, I must also keep in mind that not all people or families are a good match for a dog that has been surrendered to a shelter.
Families that have young children and some elderly people might not be suitable owners of a dog that has not been properly socialized and or trained. If you are considering the possibility of adopting a “rescue” or sheltered dog, please keep a few things in mind to ask the shelter or rescue workers:
• Has the dog been rescued or placed with a family before? Many dogs are adopted out and then returned to the shelter due to obedience and/or medical problems.
• Has the dog been given any training while in the care of the shelter? I know that my local shelter provides Canine Good Citizen training classes that volunteers attend with one of the sheltered dogs. However, not all shelters have the ability to offer this type of training service to their animals.
• Has the dog been treated for medical issues while in the care of the shelter? My daughter rescued two dogs, at different times, from her local shelter in Arizona. Both dogs had to be returned to the shelter due to extreme pre-existing medical conditions that drained my daughter’s bank account.
Why did the original owners surrender the dog? According to an article titled “8 Things You Probably Didn’t Know About Animal Shelters” posted on the toybreeds.com website, “The most common reason given for surrendering a dog to a shelter is that the owner is moving or divorcing and can't take Fido with him.” The author of this article points out that, “This may be true but begs the question of why didn't the owner try to place the dog himself?
Retailer or Breeder?
“How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?" was asked by Patti Page in a song written by Bob Merrill and recorded in 1952. Like Ms. Page, most people can’t resist that “doggie in the pet store window, the one with the waggly tail.”
However, I doubt that Ms. Page or Bob Merrill knew back in the '50s what we know today. Most pet stores sell puppies that come from Puppy Mills. According to Brigitte Synesael in an article titled “Puppy Mills - A Sad Reality” she points out that some pet store owners know their puppies come from Puppy Mills and choose to lie about it. Others buy from a third party or “Puppy Broker” and then post signs, in their pet store, claiming that their puppies are not from Puppy Mills.” Puppy Broker is a term used for people and companies who are in business to be middlemen between the puppy breeder and the retail store. The truth is that most Puppy Brokers purchase their puppies from Puppy Mills at a very low price, then sell them to pet stores.
What exactly are Puppy Mills? Wikipedia describes them in this way, "A puppy mill, sometimes known as a puppy farm, is a commercial dog breeding facility that is operated with an emphasis upon profits above animal welfare and is often in substandard conditions regarding the well-being of dogs in their care."
In her article, Synesael further points out that when you buy a puppy from a pet store and it came from a Puppy Mill you may be in for future problems. She writes, “You bring this adorable puppy home and you love him/her, and you play with him, and he/she very quickly owns your heart. A few months later your puppy gets sick, and you take him to a Veterinarian for medical attention. Over the next few months, you've spent thousands of dollars in an attempt to restore the health of your beloved new pet. Within too few months, your beautiful new puppy has died because of a disease or genetic defect caused by the over breeding, inbreeding, and the unsanitary conditions at the puppy mill, and a part of your heart goes with him. Now you, too, have become a victim of the horrible, cruel conditions of the puppy mill.”
Local Puppy Breeder
In an article written by Luke Cameron titled, “Choosing A Good Dog Breeder," readers are informed there are so many dog breeders these days that they fall into different categories. Breeders in the first category are responsible and careful. They work hard to maintain the breed standards and make sure that their dogs are in excellent condition.
These breeders make it a point to know the common genetic diseases of the breed and make sure that the dogs in their kennel are safe from such diseases. They strive to breed a new line of champions that will ensure that the dogs in the kennel are nothing less than the best. The puppies from these breeders may be expensive, but you will be comforted to know that proper care has been given to the puppies to make sure that you will be given a great pet and companion.
The next category is the backyard breeders. These breeders very rarely show dogs, if at all. They are not usually inclined to make money from breeding. Of course, they earn a living from breeding their dogs, but they are not die-hard breeders. Usually they breed their dogs to be able to give to other people who would like to have a dog just like theirs. However, backyard breeders rarely take the time out to check their puppies for diseases and maintain the breed standard. Nevertheless, some of their puppies can be healthy and are quite nice, too.
So, how does one know if he or she is purchasing from a reputable breeder and not a puppy mill breeder or a back yard breeder? One way is to check with friends, family, and neighbors that have dogs. Ask them where they purchased their dog. If they got their puppy from a local breeder, ask them if they recommend that breeder to others. As a breeder, I would estimate that 30 percent of my puppy buyers first contacted me because someone recommended me as a reputable breeder.
Other ways you can check to see if a breeder is right for you is to:
• Go to the breeder’s house/kennel and ask to see the living conditions of the dogs/puppies. If the breeder suggests that you meet in a parking lot, shopping mall, or any place other than where the puppies are normally kept, DO NOT meet with that breeder. This could be a sign that the breeder is trying to hide the living conditions of the dogs.
• Inspect the adult dogs. Do they have scars? Do they look like they have been fighting? If so, this could be a sign that the adult dogs are kept in overcrowded conditions. Most dogs will fight if their living conditions do not allow enough personal space.
• Check to see if the dogs look healthy. Do they appear to be boney and/or underweight. Is their coat shiny or dull and matted. Look at their eyes and nose. If you see a greenish discharge this could be the sign of an upper respiratory infection that could also include a cough or wheezing sound when the dog breaths.
• Watch the temperament of the older dogs. Do they seem playful and confident, or do they seem to be fearful and shy.
Chapter 2
Selecting the Perfect Addition to Your Family
Ok, so you’ve decided that now is the right time to add a new canine companion to your family. You’ve done your homework and have made the decision whether to rescue a dog from a shelter or to purchase one from either a pet store or a local Breeder. Now comes the big question–what type of dog (or breed) is best for you and your family?
Choosing the right dog for your family should be based upon the lifestyle, interests, and activity levels of you and your family. Example: if you are an elderly person or an elderly couple, your lifestyle and activity level would probably not be suitable for a dog that has a high energy level or one that needs lots of exercise.
According to the American Kennel Club website, “The AKC recognizes over 160 different breeds of dog, and each of these breeds has its own unique temperament, appearance, activity level, and set of needs. You should do some serious and careful research to determine which breed of dog is right for you and your family.”
Purebred or Mix breed
There are many special benefits to owning a purebred. At the top of the list are matters of predictability and reliability. Purebred dogs are the result of a long process of selective breeding for specific physical attributes and temperaments. When you buy a purebred puppy, you know what to expect as far as size, amount and type of coat, and temperament in the grown dog.
When considering a purebred dog, it is possible to narrow the choices to those that most clearly fit your personal lifestyle and interests. Ask questions such as: Will the dog be good with children? Will you have the time to groom and exercise the dog properly? If you buy a dog with qualities you want, it's more likely you'll be a responsible owner.
A good purebred breeder will tell you why his or her breed is not for everyone and help guide you to a breed more suited to your lifestyle. These breeders also have the experience to give puppies the care and nurturing they need at critical early stages. This not only insures you'll have a healthy puppy, but that the puppy is much less likely to develop into a difficult or impossible adult.
Deciding what kind of dog to get is as important as deciding whether to get a dog in the first place. The AKC recognizes over 160 different breeds of dog, and each of these breeds has its own unique temperament, appearance, activity level, and set of needs. You should do some serious and careful research to determine which breed of dog is right for you and your family. Here are some things to consider.
Temperament
You're going to be living with this dog for a long time so you need to make sure he has a personality you can live with. Do you want a dog that is active or subdued? A dog that is easily trained or strong-willed? A dog that is friendly to everyone he meets or one that is loyal to family but aloof toward strangers? A dog that needs a lot of attention from family members and lots of activity to prevent him from becoming bored and destructive or a dog that is content to be left alone for periods of time during the day?
Size
All little puppies are adorable, of course, but they grow quickly and some of them grow a lot. Find out how large in height and weight that cute puppy will become before you bring him home. Remember that larger dogs require more food and space. Is your yard or living room big enough to meet his needs? And keep in mind that some little dogs still need lots of room to run around and burn off energy.
Coat/Grooming Needs
All dogs need to be groomed regularly to stay healthy and clean, and most dogs will shed. But some dogs shed profusely all year round. Some shed in clumps for a few weeks; some dogs shed only a little bit. Long-coated dogs are beautiful to look at but require a lot of effort to stay that way. Short-coated dogs are easier to care for but may still shed and may require protection in cold or wet weather. Dogs with fancy trims may need professional grooming. Decide how much dog hair you're willing to put up with and how much time and energy you can afford when you're deciding which breed is right for you.
Males vs. Females

Over the years, the most common question I have received is not about specific health issues, not about training, or even about the temperament traits of my dogs. As a breeder, the most common question I have been asked is, “which is better–a boy puppy or a girl?”
I have also found it interesting that most often people believe girl puppies will grow up to be more affectionate and easier to house break than males or that boy puppies, without exception, will eventually start to urine-mark his territory thus destroying furniture and carpets.
As a breeder and trainer, I have observed female and male puppies, as well as female/male adult dogs, individually and in group environments. This opportunity has given me some insight to the sometimes misleading and confusing differences between the two genders. It is important to understand that an unaltered (not spayed or neutered) dog will behave differently than an altered (spayed or neutered) dog no matter the gender of the dog.
Considering a Male Dog? Then Read On
As I mentioned before, it is my firm belief the temperament of dogs differ, just as the temperaments of humans do. It would be unfair to say that human girl babies are better than human boy babies or vice versa and the same is true of puppies.
Urine Marking

Although it is true that unaltered (not neutered) male dogs have a greater reputation for territorial marking–unaltered females can, and will, mark their territory just like males–especially if she feels threatened. I have learned that the personality of each puppy and adult dog plays a more important role than gender. Dominance or lack of it, sociability, and/or temperament is seldom specifically linked to the sex of the dog.
Neutering
One option to diminish a dog’s desire to urine mark is to consider Spaying/Neutering. I truly believe that having a dog altered is not a substitute for training. An article published on the internet by the Mar Vista Animal Medical Center located in Los Angeles entitled “Health Benefits of Neutering in Male Dogs” informs readers that urine marking is eliminated in 50 percent of neutered male dogs, and that “Neutered males rarely exhibit secondary sexual behavior such as 'humping' or 'marking' and lifting of legs." Once the testosterone levels recede after neutering, most of these behaviors will disappear. The article goes on to point out that the behaviors that are sometimes changed in neutered dogs are:
• Interest in roaming is eliminated in 90 percent of neutered dogs. Aggressive behavior against other male dogs is eliminated in 60 percent of neutered dogs.
• Urine marking eliminated in 50 percent of neutered male dogs.
Inappropriate mounting is eliminated in 70 percent of neutered dogs.
Considering a Female Dog? Then Consider This
When asked to share my opinion of the temperaments between male and female dogs, I always start off by pointing out that the temperament of one dog can be very different of that of another dog–the sex of the dog having little or nothing to do with it. However, I have made some observations in regards to female puppies/dogs that I am happy to share.
Some unaltered (not spayed) female dogs can be described as Divas. This always gets a laugh, especially from those who know what I’m talking about. These Diva Dogs tend to be very independent–preferring time alone rather than being petted or pampered.
They can also be stubborn which can make potty training and other obedience training a bit harder. I once had a 4-month old female puppy that spent the entire one hour puppy kindergarten class (2 days a week) sitting with her back turned to the other dogs in class. She would half heartily participate if I was involved, but when it was puppy play time, she would sit looking out the fence–as far away from the other puppies as she could get–giving an occasional glance over her shoulder to see if I was still there. It was obvious that she did not consider the other puppies worthy of her time or attention.

Observing my three adult females and two adult male dogs while they are in the kennel has given me insight as to the “Dog Pack” dynamics. Unaltered females (ones that have not been spayed) are usually the ones that are in control of the pack. They determine the pecking order and woe to any dog that does not follow orders. For this reason, an unaltered female is frequently intent upon showing her dominance over other females. Normally, I advise people who already have a female dog in the family and are looking to add a second dog to get a male.
Is A New Puppy The Right Choice?
Who can resist a new puppy! Puppy breath, cute little puppy ears, even puppy barks and growls are cute. With all this cuteness, it may be easy to overlook the negatives to taking a new puppy home.
One thing to remember is that in some cases it will be hard to tell what a new puppy will look like when he/she is fully grown. If you are not fully aware of all the breed standards for the breed of dog you are considering, you could be surprised when the puppy you thought was a Toy Poodle turns out to weigh 30 lbs. and looks more like a Terrier than a Poodle. Don’t laugh it happens to unsuspecting puppy buyers all the time.
New puppies come with the obvious need for training: potty training, appropriate social behavior training such as not to chew on fingers, furniture, etc., and other behavior modification. However, if training methods are consistent most puppies learn quickly and older dogs can be resistant to training or learn at a slower pace.
A new puppy may require more attention than an older dog. To be properly socialized, puppies between the ages of 6–16 weeks need lots of interaction with humans and other animals.
How about an Older Dog?
Purchasing an adult dog can help eliminate some behavior modification training such as potty training and destructive chewing due to teething. However, purchasing an adult dog will not guarantee that your new pet will be free from all unwanted behavior.
The online publication of “Dog Star Daily” posts an article titled "Puppy vs. Adult” points out that, “a two-year-old (or older) adult dog's habits, manners, and temperament are already well established, for better or for worse. Traits and habits may change over time, but compared with the behavioral flexibility of young puppies, an older dog's good habits are as resistant to change as their bad habits.”
If you are considering the purchase of an adult dog, it is important to request information concerning previous heath-related issues. Ask the seller (or shelter personnel if adopting) for a copy of all previous medical treatments including vaccination records. Don’t be afraid to ask for the name of the Veterinarian that treated the dog. Gathering information before purchasing may help save you money and the heartbreak of seeing your pet become sick later if your new pet becomes ill due to a pre-existing illness you didn’t know about.
Price can be a big deciding factor between purchasing a new puppy or an adult dog. Many factors go into the price of a dog such as the breed, size, and whether the dog is a registered pure breed or not. Most purebred puppies sell for a premium. Purchasing a mixed breed, adult dog that appears to be in good health with no known obedience issues can save you hundreds of dollars.
However, if money is not an issue and you are looking for a great playmate for your children, one that will grow up with them, then a new puppy might just be the perfect choice.
Chapter 3
Taking Your New Pet Home

Introducing Your Dog to Your Other Pets
Many people ask me if they can bring their existing pet to my home to meet the new puppy before they take him home. I normally say ok but I also explain to the new puppy buyer that they will probably not see the reaction in their existing dog that they are expecting. Once they arrive at my home with their dog, they discover that because their dog has become distracted with all the new sights and sounds of this unfamiliar place, it ends up paying no attention at all to the new puppy. This surprises most people who thought their older dog would fall in love with the new puppy or would immediately hate the new addition to their family.
It might take a couple of days for your existing pet to show interest in your new puppy or new older dogs. Don’t try to rush things. Over time your dog will learn to trust the new family member and will become more interested in him. Some older dogs will actually begin parenting the new family member and will teach him the “House Rules.”
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/101661 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!