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~~

Hi, have we met? I’m Henrietta and I
would like to tell you about my recent trip to Greenfield Village.
Have you been there? It’s a really cool history place. If you love
history the way I do, you will love this place. If you don’t love
history, I think you will still find things to like
here!
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Be sure to wear your walking shoes and
have as much time as you possibly can – there are over 80
historical buildings spread out over 80 acres. And most of them
have very neat people in them who will share lots of great history
stories with you.

~

Have you ever seen a Model T? You might
even get to ride in one if you come to Greenfield Village! I got to
“drive” one while I was visiting. Mr. Ford is the one who created
the Model T, and he is also the one who created the Greenfield
Village – way back in 1929 as a “educational and historic
landmark”. He liked history – as long as it wasn’t in a book. So he
brought history here, and made this cool place so that people could
learn about history outside of books! Wasn’t he a smart guy? He
said he wanted to “create the environment so that the visitors can
imagine what happened in them…” I think he did a really good
job.

~

We looked on their website
before our trip so that we could learn about Greenfield
Village: www.thehenryford.org/village . We liked what it said there, that Greenfield Village is a
“celebration of people – people whose unbridled optimism came to
define modern-day America.”

~~

Please join me for a look at Henry
Ford’s incredible Greenfield Village.
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We found lots of cool ways
to travel around the Village:

This is an omnibus – big cities like
Detroit used them for public transportation in the 1800’s and early
1900’s before buses came along.
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~~

There was a lot to see in
the Working Farms section:
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The first place we visited in the
Working Farms area was the Soybean Lab Agricultural Gallery. Mr.
Ford was impressed with what Mr. George Washington Carver was doing
in Alabama with peanuts and sweet potatoes, and he began
experimenting with soybeans in the 1930’s in this building right
here in Greenfield Village. Now the building displays all sorts of
farming tools/equipment. I didn’t know what most of them were, but
it was still a cool display.
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~
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This Port Huron Engine looks
very useful. I can see why farmers were so excited to have one “in
the neighborhood”.

~



Firestone Farm:
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The Farmhouse was first built in 1828,
in Columbiana, Ohio. It was renovated in the Georgian style in
1882. It took three years to move the house, brick by brick, to its
spot here in Greenfield. Inside, the original German style is still
evident, but the Mom wanted the more up-to-date American style when
the house was renovated.
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They had fancy colored
chickens – “in the style of the day”. Do you pick your family’s
chickens because of what colors their feathers are? We don't
either!

~

We were interested to hear that for the
last 25 years they have been “back breeding” Marino sheep to look
like sheep from the 1880’s (2-3 times the amount of wool). It takes
about 2 hours to sheer one of their sheep, because of the
wrinkles…in the 1880’s they had some that took about 5 hours – but
those also produced 50 pounds of wool.
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Miss Dee and I got to
participate in working the land – let’s just say they won’t be
hiring us anytime soon!
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We also saw lots of cool
looking tools in the German-style barn. Do you know how to use any
of these? I sure don’t!

~~

Liberty
Craftworks:

Crafts of yesteryear are brought to
life for us today at the Liberty Craftworks:

~

This water wheel-powered Gristmill is
from Stony Creek (near Monroe, Michigan). It operated from 1832 to
1932. This particular shop is only used for demonstration purposes
today:
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The Gristmill represented the first
moving assembly line to Mr. Henry Ford, so it’s appropriate that
there’s one here for us to see!

~

Farmers would bring wheat or corn to
the miller to grind…This one was a two-wheel operation, with one
side for wheat, and one side for corn…. Two workers would operate
the mill during daylight hours – since bringing a lantern in here
would have been dangerous! By 1880, the miller was doing
significantly less grinding than in the previous decade.
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They
have the wheels separated so that we can see them…they would be on
top of each other if they were currently being used to grind wheat
or corn.

~

Then there were four chutes
where the ground wheat comes down to be bagged up. One chute would
be for flour, two for meal, and one for scratch.

~

The Weaving Shop is from Bryan County,
Georgia.
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Their oldest loom (above)
was built about 165 years ago, and was built to replicate the
“colonial design”, though that design had already been around since
the Middle Ages. (With this loom, a weaver could weave about one
foot of cloth per hour.)

In 1733 the blind shuttle was invented
(to hold the thread); and the second loom at Greenfield was made
onsite to represent a 1733 loom, with a fly shuttle. The shuttle
increased speed; weavers could now do three feet/hour, and much
wider cloth (broadcloth).

The third loom there was made to
represent an 1801 Jacquard loom. It used punch cards to make the
different designs…The cards eliminated the need for “draw boys” who
had been changing the thread from above. It took an average of five
weeks to punch cards for one design.

And lastly, they have the 1922 Crompton
& Knowles Power Loom (shown below); with its electric motor.
This fancy machine doesn’t need an operator at each machine (which
is good, because apparently it’s very, very loud!) It can take up
to 20 harnesses and up to 6 shuttles; and it is very loud. This
machine is 20 times faster than the other type. (This machine had
been used in the Highland Park Factory to do upholstery samples for
the Model T.)

~

There are three sawmills at
Greenfield Village, including the 1855 Tripp Sawmill from Tipton,
Michigan…Sawmills (and gristmills) were among the first industries
in new communities such as Tipton. In the 1880’s Henry Ford
operated a sawmill, and he understood their importance. This
sawmill was steam powered (using “waste wood”), instead of water
powered….It would only be operated during the winter each
year.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/102460
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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