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Preface
I hope as you read this book, you get a feel for what it means to be in the beauty industry. From there, I can honestly say, “I WARNED YOU!”
What really inspired me to write about beauty and being a makeup artist? Well, one night while standing with a froo-froo cocktail in my hand at an industry party, along with all these beauty industry clichés, I discovered that there are stories to tell, and I’m the perfect candidate for it – the perfect inconspicuous insider to do the dirty deed. And so, the task began.
After several of my articles were published, I felt ready to give a good picture of my experiences and what I’ve learned. The people, the products, and the Internet (yes, that’s a character of its own too) all lead up to the business of beauty, and I’ve borne witness to it all.
There are many different jobs and types of jobs within the beauty industry. You might work in film, television, or commercials. You might find yourself backstage in a theatre or working for magazines. You might be involved with headshots that hopeful actors carry around, or comp cards for models. There is a vast industry of retail makeup with all its levels of management from which other motivated and hard working makeup artists have started their own cosmetic lines. There are salons and spas and even funeral homes, if you’re looking for steady work – no worries of clients talking back. There is the arena of special effects makeup, body makeup, makeup for beauty pageant contestants of all ages, and a plethora of bridal parties. To share what you know, you might teach a cosmetology course or work as a teacher in a beauty school. And beyond actually applying the makeup or teaching how to apply it, there is a completely different side of the beauty biz – writing about makeup for any number of publications like magazines, websites, or even a book like the one you are holding now. Of course, to do this, you must be as handy with the pen (or the keyboard) as you are with a mascara wand.
For all intents and purposes, I wouldn’t consider my career an illustrious one. I have worked in many of these aspects of makeup and beauty. At times, I have done very well, and sometimes I have struggled a great deal. I have reached a point where I love to write, and what better thing to write about than an industry I’ve known so well for so many years? If you are in the makeup industry – whether it’s working with models for the local penny saver or on contract with a high-class salon where your clients are a bevy of divas, I want you to use what I’ve learned to broaden your understanding. I am glad to share my accounts and experiences with you on the following pages. And so, it begins…
**********
Introduction
When I was about five years old, my mother started me in dance school where I quickly discovered two of my passions. At the end of every dance year, a school dance recital was held. Not only did I get to go on stage and dance my little heart out, but also got to wear makeup and a costume… and my love for performing and makeup was born.
I could not be more thrilled to have makeup applied to my young face for the dance recital. The sheer transformation power of it instantly intrigued me. The colors, the texture, and even the scent of it made me look forward to my dance recital every year, since at that young age, that was really the only occasion that I had the privilege of such a makeover. It wouldn’t be until many years later that I would discover other possibilities with makeup.
During my middle school years, I became a serious lover of Halloween – for all the obvious reasons, of course, as it always involved a costume, makeup, and even a bit of performance. I would plan what I was going to be months in advance, and the makeup was the biggest factor in my costume choice. I plan a look, draw it out, and color it in so I knew exactly how my makeup would look as I ventured out in search of candy or to parties with friends. I must have been pretty good at it, too, because I won awards in school Halloween contests for my costumes and makeup. My Nana or Mom always made my costumes by hand, so we all took Halloween very seriously.
Many years later, my love for makeup became even more serious. I needed to find an after-school job to help me move forward in whatever endeavor I was going to go into. Makeup artistry seemed like a very natural way to go. I really wasn’t the part-time coffee shop barista or waitress type of person. But I wondered, How do I make money putting makeup on people? Where do I start? You might be wondering the very same thing as you read this book.
I started by going to cosmetology school, and I was surprised to discover that the makeup part of the course was only a week long. I had some interest in hair and skin care, but almost no interest in nails. I also discovered that going to school was only the start. Being a success in the beauty trades requires a wealth of practical experience.
I instantly started looking for work as soon as I got out of cosmetology school, but all I could find was a position as a hair assistant. It wasn’t until I was working in a salon and was quite miserable that I met someone who encouraged me to venture out to department store makeup counters and photographers to seek jobs where I could work specifically as a makeup artist.
Right away, I found a photographer who was willing to work with me. At the time, Glamour Shots were the hottest thing, and everyone was getting them done. Feather boas and boudoir backgrounds topped off with a soft focus lenses and mood lighting was the backdrop for the makeup – of course, that’s what sexy is. I worked with this photographer quite frequently and practiced my makeup skills on unsuspecting women. I look back at those pictures now and howl in laughter, because even though the makeup styles were different than today, my work was obviously in its early stages. Glamour shots are priceless. I used these shots, in the beginning, to find more work. What a mistake! The photographers must have laughed at me when I left the room.
From there, I got a job in retail makeup, which enabled me to really progress in my skills. Meanwhile, on the side, I continued perusing ads to find more photographers who might hire me. I was highly considering sticking with the fashion industry route.
It is amazing how quickly we learn that we are on a path we do not want to take. In the pages of this book, you will not read a lot about high fashion makeup because I quickly realized that was not the area that I wanted to be involved with.
Why? The simple answer is: money. The part of the fashion industry that most people don’t know about (unless you are the top person next to whoever) is that the pay is crap. And that’s if there is any real pay at all, considering that many jobs in the fashion industry will ask you to work for “credit.”
Supplies cost money, transportation to and from the job cost money, and your time and skill are valuable. You SHOULD be receiving credit PLUS pay. Call me crazy, but I can’t pay my rent with pretty pictures, and I’ve never been able to buy a bunch of bananas and a pint of ice cream by flashing my portfolio to the local grocer. And sometimes even worse than the crappy pay or no pay at all, the fashion industry attitudes you must put up with are well beyond the scope of tolerance – particularly for free. There is a time when you can work for free, and that will be explained later in this book, but it is not in the high fashion industry.
I learned a lot through my non-illustrious career, and my realizations came to me in many ways. I was never really completely satisfied being a makeup artist, and I never really believed that was my destiny. No part of me screamed “I shall do makeup until my days on Earth are done!” If I had been so successful in doing it, I would have never been open to other possibilities – like writing, a true passion of mine. I have written in other areas with some success, but my makeup artist experiences did provide me with a knowledgeable foundation to write about a specific topic.
Also, ever the fan of women’s magazines, I always noticed that the makeup tips were never clear to the novice woman. If you are not a makeup artist, how would you know to “smudge” out your liner in the corner? What is “smudge,” exactly, and in which corner?
When I started writing about makeup, I really wanted to empower women and make them feel like they can achieve the makeup looks they always wished they could. Not everyone can afford a private makeup artist, but that shouldn’t hold you back from looking good.
Another problem with women’s magazine how-to’s is that they often lack pictures as well as realistically understandable instructions. Have you ever noticed a makeup artist’s hand in the photographs? The models eyes are closed, but she is apparently getting instructions on how to put on her eyeliner? I don’t know about you, but I keep my eyes open when doing my own makeup, and I’m sure the working woman doesn’t have a makeup artist come over every morning and put on her makeup. I always keep this in mind when writing articles.
One thing I learned when I started writing is about working with an editor. An editor reviews what you have written and looks for any grammatical mistakes and things that are unclear. I have had to get used to editors wielding their proverbial red pens at my sentences and changing them for whatever reasons. Sometimes the changes are for the better, but I am occasionally taken aback by the choice of words. But what can you do? In some of the articles you will read here, it will be blatantly clear which sentences the editors wrote or re-wrote themselves. There is something to be said about personal style, even when it comes to writing.
You will read stories of experiences I had in the makeup industry – some shocking, some fun. What you will discover is how women treat each other. I encourage women to treat each other with more respect and kindness. We all have our beauty issues. And with that, I also encourage you to try some of the mentioned techniques. After all… it’s only makeup! Just try to keep your eyes open while you do it!
**********
Newbies To The Industry
When people think of a makeup artist, they typically imagine a glamorous job working on photo shoots and movie sets and playing all day with makeup. But people have often asked me, “What is it actually like? How do you get a job doing makeup? And how do you decide what makeup to do when you get there?” As is the case with many jobs, being a makeup artist may seem to be a little different to an outsider than it actually is. But, as far as jobs go, there are a lot of other jobs in the world that have many more downsides than being a makeup artist in the beauty industry.
Maybe you do your friend’s makeup, and it comes out pretty good. Maybe you are even very experimental with your own makeup, and, as Tim Gunn says, you “make it work.” So, there are days when you think of becoming a makeup artist. But where do you start?
Well, things have changed since my days of looking for work, and boy, does that make me sound older than I am! In the days of the cave dwellers, we had no cell phones, no Internet, and no digital cameras. If we wanted to find a job, we had two choices: the newspaper classifieds or the Yellow Pages. After we narrowed down a few possibilities, there was the highly awkward, sometimes humiliating cold calling, and then we had to rely on our good old home phone answering machines. We always hoped we wouldn’t receive so many messages that the answering machine tape would run out; so was life before voicemail. If we were out and expecting a call, we had to find a pay phone and call our ancient answering machines to check our messages. If you remember that, you must agree with me in saying, “We’ve come a long way, baby!” Can you believe how much easier it is to find work?
Nowadays, a makeup artist has many outlets to find work, and there are more opportunities than ever before. The downside is that there are also more makeup artists than ever before, so even with more jobs available, you still have to stay connected to the industry to keep working – that is, if you want to be a freelancer. A WHAT? A “freelancer”? What is that? Most people who work a nine-to-five think that is code for someone who doesn’t have a steady job or a steady income. But for makeup artists and hairstylists, you can build your personal business and be a “freelancer” and work for yourself, basically going from job to job, client to client. While the freedom sounds great, you have to understand that there are downtimes of the year when work may become scarce, and those may be tough times. In those tough times, you may need to consider other alternatives for steady work in the beauty industry.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/10298 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!