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The planet Mercury. (NASA)
In the Milky Way Galaxy, there is a yellow sun that has eight planets.
The closest planet to the sun is Mercury – a tiny, hot, lifeless ball of rock that races around the sun in less than three months. What could possibly fascinate us about that?
Read on and find out.
Size comparison of Mercury, Venus and Earth. (NASA)
Fact 1: Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar system.
Mercury is the closest planet to our sun. It has an average distance of only 36 million miles (58 million km) from the sun.
Mercury has a slightly elliptical orbit. Its orbit is like a circle that has been stretched.
With the exception of Pluto, which is no longer considered a planet, Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar system. Mercury has a diameter of 3,031 miles (4,878 km) and is not much bigger than our moon, which has a diameter of about 2,165 miles (3,485 km).
The planets in our Solar System. (NASA/JPL)
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