
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

 




Finding the Information You Need:

Research Tips for Your Family, Business, or
Personal Pursuits




By Lillie Ammann

 


Smashwords Edition

 


©2010 Lillian A. Ammann

All rights reserved

.

Find other e-books by Lillie Ammann at
www.smashwords.com/profile/view/lillieammann

 


Smashwords Edition, License Notes

This ebook is licensed for your personal
enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to
other people. If you would like to share this book with another
person, please purchase an additional copy for each person you
share it with. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it,
or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should return
to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for
respecting the hard work of this author.

 


**********

 




 


Finding the Information You Need:

Research Tips for Your Family, Business, or
Personal Pursuits

 


Research doesn't have to mean looking through
microscopes in laboratories for science projects or reading musty
history tomes for term papers. Learn how to find the information
you need — whether it's knowledge critical for your family's
health, intelligence important for the success of your business,
facts useful in making buying decisions, or simply lore you want to
know. Discover how to evaluate the reliability of the data you
gather as well.

 


RESEARCH? WHO,
ME?

 


What Research
Is

 


Often when we think of research, we think of
science labs or history papers. But most of us do some kind of
research regularly—we may not call it research, but that's what
we're doing any time we track down information. Merriam-Webster's
Collegiate® Dictionary includes the following among several
definitions of research:

n. "the collecting of information about a
particular subject," and

v. "to search or investigate exhaustively
<research a problem>."

Sometimes—such as when we're trying to learn
all we can about a loved one's frightening medical diagnosis—the
research is serious and extensive.

Other times—such as when we're trying to
remember a famous quote—the research is fun and easy.

Often it's somewhere between the two
extremes.

Here are some examples of things you may
research:

• Moving, home buying, or renting

• Home maintenance, repair, and
decorating

• Comparison shopping, saving money, vacation
planning

• Child development, family relationships

• Pet care, gardening, auto maintenance

• Recipes, special events planning,
hobbies

• Medical conditions, medication side-effects
and interactions

• Genealogy

• Homeschooling curriculum

• School projects

• Job openings, career development

• Toasts, farewell speeches, eulogies

• Quotes, song lyrics, poems, movie titles or
characters

• Business management techniques

• Taxes, regulations, insurance

• Employee benefits

• Marketing strategies, competition

 


What You'll Learn from This E-Book



You can read this in half an hour or less, so
obviously you can't expect to learn everything there is to know
about researching. What you can expect is an overview—how to get
organized, different places to find information, and examples of
ways to research for specific purposes.

If your project is a simple one, this may be
all you need. However, if you're undertaking a complex project,
this e-book should get you started, and the Resources listed at the
end should keep you going.

 


 GET
ORGANIZED

 


First, Decide What You
Want to Know

Starting with a question helps to focus your
research. What exactly do you want to know?

For example, the question this e-book will
answer is: Where can I find reliable information for my family,
business, or personal interests?

This limits the focus to where to find
information—not what to do with the information after you find it.
I intend to answer the question in less than half an hour of
reading time, and I couldn't do that if I expanded the
question.
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