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Introduction
This book began over twenty-eight years ago, when my eldest child was in pre-school. It was a time before digital cameras and desktop publishing, before web pages and print-on-demand books.
We had two children at home, a boy and a girl, who were three years apart. I was an aspiring writer, stay-at-home mom, with a degree in Communications. As a hands-on mom, I attended “Mommy and Me” classes, obsessed over feeding our children healthy food and frequently organized outings and craft projects.
My maternal grandmother, Hilda Glandon Meredith, was an avid crafter for most of her 86 years. She dabbled in ceramics and china paints, fashioned Christmas ornaments from recycled items and made dolls with apple heads. Some of my fondest childhood memories are when she and her sister, Helen prepared craft projects for me to complete. Even when I was a young teen, I enjoyed those projects and never felt too old or too cool to participate in one of Grandma’s creative capers.
When our son was a toddler, I began incorporating art projects into his regular schedule. As I began searching for new ideas, I decided to compile an arts and craft book. My children happily tested the projects (first my son and then his younger sister joined him). If they enjoyed the activity, it was a sure bet other children would too. I regularly took photographs during the projects.
In the 1980s, I started a community magazine and included a regular craft column in the publication. Each month we featured one of the craft projects.
Fast-forward twenty-plus years and several of my websites feature many of the projects. Several years ago, I gathered most of them into a book and offered it for sale on my website, as both an e-book and paperback. My sister looked at the book, and asked…where are the pictures? She was right; without graphics, the book was lifeless and failed to spark any imagination.
After a little digging, I uncovered those long ago prints and slides, converting them to digital images. I confess, some are not of the best quality. Yet, they capture the essence of the projects.
I revamped the book and gave it a new name, Craft Classics. It features the basic staples in a craft diet, which include recipes for molding dough, finger paint, papier-mâché, gingerbread house frosting-glue and so much more. I am not claiming these are original projects (although some are); many are classroom favorites.
My sister (the one who asked about the pictures) is an elementary school teacher. From her came ideas and inspiration. Whatever happened to those two children of ours, the ones who unwittingly played such an instrumental role in the production of this book? Today they are both imaginative and creative young adults. Our daughter is a professional graphic artist, and when she was going through college she worked with the local parks and recreation program, where her duties included preparing craft projects for the young children. As for our son, he too is creative, with a passion for photography and married to an artistic young woman who is a true crafter at heart.
My Grandma Hilda passed on before our children were born. She made the Christmas ornament pictured at the beginning of this segment. Each year we lovingly hang it on our Christmas tree. It was fashioned from an egg carton, glue, glitter and bangles. Unfortunately, I don’t have instructions explaining how to make it, but if you have a true crafter’s spirit, I think you can figure it out.
Enjoy!
Bobbi Ann Johnson Holmes

American Flag
Celebrate Flag Day with a patriotic craft project. In the classroom, the teacher can use a paper cutter to quickly pre-cut the red stripes for a large group of children. After completing the project, each child will have his or her own American flag.
Materials Needed:
8 1/5” x 11” sheet of white paper
4 1/4” x 11” piece of red paper
4” square piece of blue paper
Box of star stickers
Ruler
Pencil
Scissors
Glue Stick
Directions:
1. Turn the white sheet of paper horizontally.
2. Cut the red paper into seven red strips, each measuring approximately 1/2 by 11 inches. Use a ruler and pencil to make the strips straight.
3. Affix the red strips across the white paper horizontally, equally spaced, using the glue stick.
4. Affix the blue square to the upper left hand corner of flag using the glue stick.
5. Add sticker stars to the blue square.

Beanbag
Kids love making something they can later play with. Beanbags are great for tossing games to build coordination. Secure socks tightly and avoid overzealous bag tossers - or you're liable to spill the beans! Don’t leave the finished beanbags with young children, as the beans can cause choking if they escape from the sock.
Materials Needed:
Sock
Dried beans
Piece of twine or yarn
Scissors
Glue
Fabric scraps
Directions:
1. Fill half of the sock with beans.
2. Secure the end of the sock with yarn or twine. Tie several times for additional strength.
3. Decorate the outside of the beanbag by cutting shapes from fabric and securing to the sock with glue. Allow glue to dry thoroughly before tossing.

Body Drawing
Life size drawings were always a favorite with my children. When they were younger, they drew in their faces and designed their clothing. When they were in the fifth and seventh grade, I had them draw in their skeleton (using an encyclopedia for reference). It was also a great school project to do around Halloween.
Materials Needed:
Butcher paper
Assorted colors or felt tip pens
Scissors
Directions:
1. Lay a child on the paper and trace his or her body with crayon or pen.
2. Let the child color in his or her shadow, or draw in skeleton or internal body organs (using an encyclopedia for reference).
3. Cut out the figure if desired.

Card City
It is raining and your kids are spending the entire weekend indoors. You want to get some work done, and need something to occupy the kids with minimal supervision. Although they have a roomful of toys, they insist there is nothing to play with. You are tempted to allow them to overdose in cartoons, but your better judgment stops you. What you need is an activity that will stimulate their creative energy, occupy a large block of time, and keep them relatively quiet while confined indoors.
What you need is a good craft project. Unfortunately, you are fresh out of craft supplies and the idea of running to the store in this weather is out of the question. What is a parent to do? Perhaps you do have the supplies for them to make an entire city.
One Thanksgiving, I turned over a stack of 3x5 cards to our children, then ages 7 and 10, and showed them how to make a three dimensional house. Before I knew it, they were creating bridges, a windmill, a church and more. They used crayons to draw on Christmas lights and before I knew it, we had an entire Christmas village. Other than showing them how to make the first house, they used their own imagination to create the other structures. They even stuffed cotton balls in chimneys to make smoke and drew furniture on the interior walls of the cardboard houses.
Materials Needed:
Index cards
Scissors
Crayons, colored pencils or felt tip pens
Sticky tape
Directions:
1. Hold two index cards together and line up the edges.
2. Cut one end of the cards into a point, cutting each card in the identical same fashion. Use these for the ends of a building.
2. Build a house using the two ends and additional cards - fashioning together a basic house with a slanted roof. Secure with tape.
3. Cut out doors and windows and decorate with crayons or colored markers.
4. Leave your kids alone, and allow them to create and use their own imagination.

Carrot Top House Plant
Small pot
Potting soil
Water
Knife
Carrot with green leafy tops
Directions:
1. Fill a small pot with potting soil.
2. Water the soil so that it is moist.
3. Cut the green top off the carrot, leaving several inches of carrot attached.
5. Press the cut part of the carrot top into the soil.
6. Place the dish in sunny window and keep the soil moist. Watch the carrot's leafy tops grow.

Christmas Wreath
This holiday project works well with a large group of small children, if you pre-cut the leaves and bows. It’s also a good way to recycle Christmas cards.
Materials Needed:
Paper plates
Leaves cut from green paper
Bows cut from red paper
Red paper
Hole-punch
Glue Stick
Scissors
Colored markers
Recycled holiday greeting cards
Directions:
1. With a glue stick, secure leaves around the perimeter of a paper plate.
2. Use a hole-punch to cut berries from red paper.
3. Secure berries on leaves, using the glue stick.
4. Secure a red bow onto the bottom section of the wreath.
5. Cut a picture from a greeting card, and secure it in center of wreath, or use markers to write a greeting.
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