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Introduction

If you’re like most online entrepreneurs
looking to achieve fame and/or fortune by establishing yourself or
your business on the Web, chances are you’ve already invested a
significant amount of time, resources and effort into creating the
most impressive, detailed, professional-looking, comprehensive and
highly-functional online presence possible – either that, or you’re
about to.

Simply utilizing all of your creativity and
the latest online technologies available to create a truly stellar
website, blog or online presence is certainly an extremely
important first step. But (yes, there’s a but), for you to
ultimately achieve your goals, you’ll need to develop, launch and
manage a comprehensive, multi-faceted approach to advertising,
marketing and promoting your website or blog in order to drive a
steady flow of traffic to it.

It’s important to understand right from the
start that there are millions of websites and blogs currently
available to web surfers, and chances are, whatever content you’re
offering is also available elsewhere. Thus, if you want hundreds,
thousands or millions of people to visit your blog and return to it
often, you’ll need to provide compelling and unique content, and
also adopt an ongoing and creative approach to driving traffic to
your online presence. This alone can be a costly and time-consuming
process, but there are proven strategies you can implement to make
this task faster, cheaper and more effective.

Before you can start properly advertising,
marketing and promoting your online presence (your website, blog or
profile on MySpace or Facebook, for example), it’s essential that
you first carefully define what the goals are for your online
presence. For example, are you trying to convey information, share
data, sell products/services, improve your business’ customer
service, acquire new customers or clients, become a famous online
personality, or share your knowledge and expertise with others?

Once you know exactly what you’re trying to
achieve, the next step involves figuring out exactly who your
primary audience is. Knowing this will help you determine the best
ways to cater to their wants and needs with your online content,
plus assist you in effectively reaching those people to get them to
visit your blog. After all, creating and publishing what you
believe to be the most amazing blog or online presence possible is
absolutely pointless unless you can generate ample traffic so
people actually visit your site.

Utilizing traditional advertising, marketing
and promotional strategies, both online and in the real world, as
well as innovative and creative techniques that truly tap the power
of the Internet, it’s not too difficult to build up an audience and
drive traffic to almost any blog or website. Depending on your
available resources, however, building a steady flow of traffic to
any online presence will take time and persistence – it’s an
ongoing effort - so make sure your expectations are realistic.

To truly develop a successful online presence
that has a steady flow of traffic (which constantly builds and
includes many repeat visitors), you’ll need to develop and publish
innovate and unique content, properly target your audience with
that content, and then effectively market, advertise and promote
your blog in ways that outshine your competition. Of course, it
then becomes necessary to constantly update your content to
encourage repeat traffic, so managing your online presence and
driving traffic to it will realistically be an ongoing and time
consuming effort. In other words – don’t plan on overnight
success!
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