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There are a number of friends, family, and associates who deserve thanks for helping make this insidious endeavor possible. But, I would rather avoid simply constructing a list of names and organizations, because the contributions of each individual are different, important, and unique. There is also the concern that if this book turns out to, not being very good, then I am running the risk of loosing friends, and being ostracized by my family, because of the god awful piece of junk I happened to mentioned their name in. So at the risk of no longer having friends to go out with, and my family moving without leaving a forwarding address, here are those people I’d like to thank for making this intellectual endeavor possible.
First I should thank my wife Viktoriya for encouraging me to write this book in the first place. When I reached a moment of intellectual stagnation and felt that a truly great philosophical work was beyond my grasp, she continued to believe otherwise, and so above all I thank her for, her encouragement and patience.
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What is a Super Villain? I’d like to think that since I’m writing a book about Super Villains, I would come armed with some background on the issue, but then again there is always room for discovery. We can ask; are Super Villains simply traditional villains as found in any other genre of literature? Are they just your run of the mill antagonist equipped with super powers, or are they something unique to this modern world of ours? I will suggest that Super Villains are unique in both form and function. This book will be my dissertation, my exploration into who or what the Super Villain is; and from the characters what may we divine about ourselves.
As I am one for the dramatic it may seem après pout to make claims that this book will rage against the ivory tower intellectual machine that opposes new ideas that might invade their bastion of elitism. I would like to be able to suggest that anyone with a doctorate will laugh at both my topic and my conclusions. I’d like to be able to say that! Unfortunately, by the time you get through this introduction my use of vocabulary should imply that I spent a lot of time hanging around those elitists. In fact I count myself blessed to be able to play at that intellectual level. It is also hard to argue the point when I have chosen to write a book about the philosophical exploration of a literary genre, and its creation of characters unique to modern culture; by topic choice alone I am pretty far from Joe Six Pack. So, I think it may be a little early to call out the establishment on this one. I’ll wait for the scathing reviews before I start swinging the battle axe of righteous indignation.
Where I will go out on a limb, is that my choice of topic is a rare one when considering the vast preponderance of non-fiction intellectual work available in today’s market. Comic books as both a form of art and literature are ideas that are slowly gaining ground; a graphic novel has won a Pulitzer, and comic books as a whole have a larger place in mainstream popular culture. Even literary critics must concede that Shakespeare was pop-fiction at one point. But, for all my bolstering about how my topic is so divergent from the mainstream of philosophical inquiry, my arguments and the way in which I construct them will feel very traditional. The unique nature of my argument will not come from the originality of how I construct it, but in its eventual conclusions.
Moving on; this book is dedicated to the intellectual fan-boys and girls out there that always saw something deeper in those comic books they collected, but never enumerate those insights without fear of sounding like a 50 year old virgin at a Star Trek Convention. You know that guy who even creeps out the people in the Klingon costumes.
Now, before anyone can ask the inevitable question, “Why are you writing about Super Villains and not Super Heroes, they are ... etc?” I have a two fold answer, first the rather parochial response is that I like the villains better and it’s my book. The second reason is that Super Heroes are less unique; they are an evolution of earlier concepts derived and refined from many classical literary heroes. But I digress; it is simply that the unique concepts that surround the Super Villain warrant a fully conceptual dissection. There are volumes of scholarly work done on what it means to be a hero, both in the real world and in fiction. An endless exploration of what it means to stand for truth and justice and all that’s right in the world. But what about the bad guy, where are his volumes of scholarly work, where’s the love? So that is the second reason as to, “Why discuss Super Villains?” Because, no one else has done it, and the conclusions we arrive at may teach us something about whom we are.
Now to get down to specifics, if I’m going to take you on a path to understand the Super Villain I should at least tell you what my dastardly plan is. For crying out loud I wouldn’t be much of a Super Villain if I made you wait to the end to find out my nefarious scheme. I have to get it right up on the table so everyone can see.
The first four chapters of this book are really going to be about discerning the definition of, what it truly means to be a Super Villain. In chapter one I’ll pick out some characters who we may want to call candidates for the title of Super Villain. If you’re a real avid reader of comic books, and familiar with comic lore you might be able to skim this chapter for the names of the characters I chose. For the most part chapter one will be a short synopsis of the character’s histories, personalities, and their thoughts on what makes the perfect first date. Two reasons for doing this: first, is to have actual examples of familiar characters to compare to my argued points. Second is that by examining the characters’ behaviors and histories we may find historical consistencies that bind them together.
Once armed with a few characters that can provide contextual examples for the study of “Super Villains” and “Super Villain Like” characters; we then must create a system for reaching a conclusion of what exactly defines a true Super Villain. In this case we are best aided by a discussion that begins with a broad topic and works its way to a very specific standard. For this reason I will begin with metaphysics hence chapter two is going to examine free will and possibility theory as it relates to the Super Villain. I know a few people just went blank and I think a guy at Barnes and Noble’s just had an aneurismi. So now my intrepid readers; there is no need to fear, at the start of this chapter I will outline the basics of each topic covered along with some scholarly opinions on the larger subject, as to give some prior insight before I get onto my discussion. It is my hope that in doing this I may elevate the discussion and in part educate my readers.
In chapter three I will move from a discussion of the metaphysics to the mental world of the Super Villain. Specifically this chapter will focus on understanding the psychology of the Super Villain. I will begin by outlining the common psychological disorders of the Super Villain in their traditionally defined format, and then in their “Super Villain States”. The reason for this is that certain traditional psychological conditions may not precisely fit with the Super Villain psyche, and for this reason a new format for the diagnosed condition will be warranted. Now it may very well be that not all Super Villains share the same psychosis, but their may very well be a collection that most Super Villain personalities are based on.
In chapter four I will become ambitious, by attempting to ascertain an ethic of the Super Villain; it will be a search for a moral code common to those most often thought to have no moral code. To accomplish such a goal, I will begin by analyzing and building an understanding of what motivates a Super Villain. This should provide adequate grounding to determine a value structure, and meta-ethic that will bolster the Super Villain’s position. These goals accomplished, we will then be able to tie in our finding on the Super Villain metaphysics and psychology to build a more complete picture of who the Super Villain wants to be. Finally, I will wrap-up with observations about the unique nature of the Super Villain ethic, and a few realizations this brings to light.
In Chapter Five I will focus on what I would like to call personal conclusions. This chapter we will take our realizations of the Super Villain: metaphysics, psychology, and ethics; and form this into a cohesive concept of what these characters are, and quite possibly can tell us about ourselves. For some readers these practical conclusions of the Super Villain chapter may hold revelations of a great morale truth. For other readers there may some insight into how these characters suggest we perceive the world to work, or possibly desire the world to work. And inevitably there will be those who find nothing of value at the books conclusion, but it is my hope that those individuals are few and far between.
In the end if nothing else we will have a better understanding of who these wholly unique characters actually are.
At this point in our quest to understand the Super Villain we would best be aided by some actual characters, from the literature that may at first glance seem like good candidates for the title of Super Villain. These are characters that are commonly referred to as Super Villains, and throughout their careers have exerted an important and prominent place in the literature of comics. I will say right off the bat that simply because I have elected to use these characters in my book does not mean they are true Super Villains. We may very well find that by the end of the last chapter that all these characters have been eliminated, and we are working with some idealized model Super Villain X. I have chosen to use these characters because they afford me easy access to examples of behavior commonly associated with Super Villains, and provide relatively real subjects to hold against standards I may set for one to earn the title Super Villain. For the time being I will continue to refer to these candidates as Super Villains, until standards arise that eliminate, or confirm their true status.
The problem that I now find myself faced with is that in part I hope for this book to reach a wider audience than just comic fans. While I’m sure there are a few closet fan boys out there in the academic world I won’t count on it. So this chapter will cover my chosen candidates, by giving relatively short summations of their personalities and histories.
I was going to limit myself originally to only four characters: Thanos, Magneto, Galactus and Dr. Doom, feeling that these four characters gave me a fairly good cross section of what a Super Villain might be. But, after some further introspection I decided to add two more: Lex Luther and Apocalypse. I do realize that by using Thanos and Apocalypse some readers may find this a little redundant. Again, I have two responses, first I will again say it’s my book and I can do what I want. Secondly and more important; is that while these two characters began their careers with very similar mindsets and goals, over the years their personalities have progressed in very different directions, and each character brings something unique to the table.
The same argument could be made in reference to Luther and Doom, but again for all their similarities there still remain stark contrasts in goals, personality, and history. I thought it was important to include Luther and Doom, because they are two examples of how characters both completely devoid of any powers became two of their respective universes’ most feared villains.
I have chosen to begin with Magneto as he is probably one of the most accessible characters. Characters like Thanos and Galactus as cosmic entities may be less tangible for the unfamiliar reader. Best to start with characters unfamiliar readers can grasp right away, and then progress to the more abstract.
Magneto hails from the Marvel universe, and was born Eric Magnus Linshier. As with many characters in comics his exact year and place of birth are never divulged. What is known, and is tantamount to our understanding of the character, is that around the age of thirteen he witnessed his family along with his entire village slaughtered by Nazi SS troopers. He survived only because of his mutant powerii and after hiding under the bodies of his dead family he escaped into the woods. To Eric’s great misfortune he was later recaptured by the Nazi’s and sent to Auschwitz. He managed to survive again, and at the same time met his future wife.
But this was only the first incident in a life of persecution. Even after surviving the holocaust Eric’s life was repeatedly plagued by the anger and violence of intolerant people. Magneto is commonly billed as one of the most powerful mutants in the Marvel Universe. The only problem being that when all the tragedies of his life befell him, Eric was for the most part, unaware of his power.
After losing his youngest daughter Eric traveled to Israeli, where he met Charles Xavier (Professor X), another mutant and first began to understand what his powers were. Initially Professor X and Magneto set out to help mankind and to teach other gifted individuals how to use their powers for the betterment of all. As people became aware of the existence of mutants, bigotry and hatred for them became more widespread as a result these two men took very different paths.
It is worth noting at this time, that these two characters were created during the American civil rights movement and are commonly considered to be allegories for Malcolm X and Martin Luther King.
Professor X took a very passive approach toward intolerance, he believed through understanding and education humans would begin to accept mutants, as they are in fact products of evolution, and the inevitable next step in human history. Charles was willing to wait for mankind to catch on, and by training mutants to be heroes he believed that this would make their true nature all the more clear.
Magneto saw things differently; he had seen all too many times what turning a blind or patient eye towards hatred and intolerance led to. The hatred and evil in men’s hearts had shaped Magneto’s life, stolen his family, and cost him a happy peaceful life. And, he wasn’t willing to wait for humanity. Like Malcolm X he adopted a stance of, “by any means necessary” toward mutant rights. Magneto came to believe that for mutants to be free, they must impose their will on the humans that would not accept them.
Magneto has always been a very dynamic character evolving over time. There, was a period of time when Magneto sought a separation between humans and mutants. Currently Magneto has moved on from his earlier designs to a more nuanced viewpoint, but remains distrusting of humans and their rhetoric of hate.
Can we blame him? The answer is no, Magneto is easy to identify with, we have all seen the photos, read the books, and heard the interviews with survivors of the holocaust. We know what something like that can do to a person. It is also within our grasp to understand the result of a life of continued persecution, and in the end what kind of person that would create. We understand Magneto’s hate for the intolerant because it is born out of genuine fear and concern for his fellow man. Magneto doesn’t hate humans, but over a lifetime he has become less able to distinguish between the group and the individual. He all too often lumps all humans together as mutant haters, but that too is easy for us to understand. We can identify with his position and desire for peace; furthermore we can understand his extreme measures when the governments of the world turn against the whole of mutant kind, as the Nazis did to the Jews among others during World War Two.
The next villain to be covered is Dr. Doom, and like Magneto we see the result of a tragic life in the creation of another candidate for the title super villain.
Victor Von Doom was born to a gypsy family in Latvariaiii around the end of World War II. Latvaria was at this time a very poor nation ruled by a brutal dictator. Victor’s father was a doctor, famous in his small country for his ability to heal the sick. When the dictator of Latvaria became ill, Victor’s father was forced to treat him. When Victor’s father failed to cure, the tyrant he was immediately executed in front of Victor. The tyrant’s son succeeded him and in retribution for his father’s death ordered, the execution of the rest of Victor’s family. Victor’s mother, a powerful sorceress, helped him escape from the country, and to insure her sons future success she sold her soul to Mephisto (the devil). In exchange for her soul Victor was granted a unique power. Regardless of the circumstances or events, Victor Von Doom will always be victorious. This of course does not mean he cannot fail to succeed in a given endeavor, but that as result of success or failure Doom will always come away stronger and wiser. It is a power that has made him one of the most feared villains of the Marvel universe.
Victor Von Doom is brilliant beyond compare and in the Marvel universe is considered to be one of the most intelligent humans in history. Victor traveled to America where he attended school and excelled at science. Like his mother, Victor also had a talent for learning the mystic arts.
In college Victor was teamed with Reed Richards who later became known as Mr. Fantastic of the Fantastic Four. While working with Richards on an experiment, Victor ignored warnings from Reed and rushed ahead in the research. What Victor didn’t tell Reed was that the experiment was designed to allow Victor to cross into Mephisto’s realm to rescue his mother’s soul. Mephisto stopped Doom from rescuing his mother and scared Victor’s face as punishment for his actions. For some reason Victor has always blamed Richards for the accident though he never really makes clear how it was Richard’s fault. After his disfiguring accident Victor retreated from society and spent a brief time in a Himalayan monastery. At the end of his time their Victor crafted a suit of armor, and when he completed the face plate for the helmet he put it to his face before the steel had cooled. In doing so Victor further disfigured himself; wiping away what was left of the boy once called Victor.
Now referring to himself as Doctor Doom, Victor returned to his home country of Latvaria where he applied his knowledge of science, robotics, and the mystic arts to overthrow and kill the current dictator who had ordered his parents death. Dr. Doom then declared himself ruler of Latvaria and snuffed out all opposition. After achieving this Doom than set out to enact social and economic change in what was to that point, a repressive society where much of the population was uneducated and starving. Doom again applied his technology to modernize Latvaria. He brought an end to starvation, protected his people from crime and war. For all his dark ways Doom is hailed as his countries greatest hero, patriot, and humanitarian.
Doctor Doom has since embarked on campaign after campaign to gain power and conquer neighboring nations. Doom believes that he and he alone is fit to rule the world and in doing so can bring it peace and prosperity. Doom has only one other goal: to wrest his mother’s soul from the hands of Mephisto. Doom has repeatedly sacrificed opportunities to seize great power, power that would make his conquest of the world a mere simplicity, to save his mother’s soul.
Having gained an understand of Magneto and Dr. Doom we can now turn our attention to Lex Luthor, the only Super Villain candidate on my list who is truly without any definable super powers. Yes, Doom seems to not have any powers, but he does have the gifts that his mother purchased for him, as well as his ability to use magic. Luthor has no powers; no magic, no gifts from the devil. Luthor relies solely on his intelligence. Unlike Dr. Doom and Magneto, Luthor hails from the DC universe of characters and is widely acknowledged in his universe as the smartest human in existence. Luthor thus serves to prove a point and that is; it is not power that make a Super Villain, but what they believe.
There have been many Lex Luthors over the years, and each time the character has changed substantially. The Lex Luthor I will be using in my analysis is the one that was introduced in the early 1990s, and was prominently featured in the graphic novel “Lex Luthor: Man of Steel”. In this version of the character, Lex was born poor in one of the roughest ghettos of Metropolis. But despite his lack of position at birth Lex studied hard and excelled in the realm of academics and through hard work earned scholarships and accolades for advancements in the area of science. After his parents died in a mysterious car accident Lex received a large cash windfall from their life insurance policy, and he used that money to found his company, Lex Corp.
The character of Lex Luthor created in “Lex Luthor: Man of Steel”, gives deep insight into Lex’s opinion and relationship to Superman as well as all other super powered heroes. Because Luthor considers himself to be the product of nothing more than hard work, he sees all those gifted with special powers as being something of an abomination and not to be trusted. If Luthor is nothing he is a strong believer in the constitution, that all men are created equal. Yet he sees Superman as the greatest affront to this ideal, because of Superman’s powers he is not equal, and is not treated as equal he is given special rights and considerations, he stands above us all. Because of this Luthor sees Superman as someone to be feared and as ultimately a danger to freedom and equality. This view point has continually put Luthor at odds with Superman, and many other heroes.
Luthor in general has a problem with the idea of privilege much in the way Napoleon made the aristocracies knell before himiv. Luther has destroyed many old money empires. One of the few blue bloods he does respect is Bruce Wayne, due to how Bruce has used and applied his wealth. Luthor sees his success and power not as a privilege, but as the source of responsibility, and as a fulcrum that may be leveraged for social change. Superman is said to stand for truth justice and the American way or as Luthor sees it the “status quo”. Luthor seems to suggest that as long as people like Superman protect those with power, who have not earned that power, nothing will change for the better.
With the end of my discussion on Luthor, I leave the mortal Super Villains behind, and come to an analysis of the gods. In comic books, reality is slightly more flexible and it has given rise to characters that live far beyond earth and interact with far off cultures and civilizations. Very often these characters are immortal or at least fairly close to it, and possess strength, knowledge and power far beyond normal human comprehension.
Out of these villains, in terms of sheer power, Galactus tops the list. In the Marvel Universe Galactus is one of the primordial gods created in the first moments of the big bang. His purpose is to cull the population of the universe by destroying M class planetsv. Galactus must destroy these planets because he needs the energy released at the moment of destruction to sustain himself, in short he feeds on planets, thus the moniker “Galactus Devourer of Worlds”.
But the being who is Galactus did not begin his existence at the inception of our universe; he lived in the universe prior to the one which now exists. The being now known as Galactus; in the previous universe was a fairly normal guy who came to realize that the universe was getting smaller and tried to warn his people. No surprise they didn’t listen and his entire civilization along with many others were destroyed, when the universe returned to the singularity from which it was born in the “great crunch”. A mere instant later the “big bang” created a whole new universe, and for some reason the man who saw the end coming was reborn as Galactus.
Galactus’s purpose is to keep the population of the universe in check, and he has come to understand this purpose in the universe, and his responsibility to the “cosmic conscience”. The “cosmic conscience” refers to the needs of the universe to have balance, and the needs of this balance quite often supersede the desires of other beings. Over the Millennia Galactus has changed, as he has aged with the universe he has needed to feed more frequently. It seems that the rate at which Galactus needs to devour worlds shortens in direct contrast to the size of the universe.
Galactus has had billions of years to adjust to the facts of his burden and has come to accept his role in the universe; he has managed to harden his heart to the plight of the worlds he destroys. But, despite this confidence in his own power, Galactus has employed a series of heralds whose job it is to seek out suitable worlds to be devoured. Galactus treats his heralds like his children; each one is different and has a unique relationship with Galactus. Galactus in turn has his heralds on a kind of rotation realizing that while he accepts his role, he knows that over time the job begins to crush the souls of his Heralds.
This was not always his practice, at first Galactus had only one herald the “Silver Surfer”, but when the Surfer could no longer accept his role he and turned on his master, Galactus was changed. Galactus very often displays an heir of belief in his own divine infallibility, to mask any doubts about his own existence; this explains that while despite his arrogance, he is not beyond change and self-examination.
The second god like Super Villain is the only Earth bound on the list and is known by the name Apocalypse. Apocalypse was born into slavery during the reign of the pharos in ancient Egypt. He was rejected as a baby by his family due to his monstrous appearance, and instead grew up on his own on the street. The Pharaoh took an interest in him as his powers started to develop, and intended to use Apocalypse as a weapon, but the Pharaoh over played his hand. As he matured Apocalypse came to realize that he was far more powerful than the pharaoh, or for that matter his entire army. Apocalypse soon rouse up against his master and killed him, declaring himself the ruler of Egypt, and a living god.
As time passed Apocalypse discovered that the pharaoh he served was actually a being from the future known as Kangvi. Kang knew the potential power Apocalypse held, and had traveled through time to gain control over him when he was still young and weak. To accomplish this Kang stole a powerful living starship from a race of godlike beings known as the “Celestials” and used their technology to travel back in time. When Apocalypse first discovered the ship he had little understanding of what he had found, but managed to use the technology to augment his own powers as well greatly extend his life span.
With his newly acquired immortality and power, Apocalypse set out across the globe single handedly conquering civilization after civilization, and in many cases becoming the embodiment of their death god. Yet for some reason as the Roman Empire began to pick up strength Apocalypse disappeared from the historical landscape.
He later reappeared in England around the turn of the century, just as Charles Darwin was publishing “The Descent of Man” and “On Evolution”. Apocalypse met Darwin and attended his lectures. The theory of evolution and in particular, the term “survival of the fittest” had a profound impact on Apocalypse. He began to see himself as the epitome of evolution and for Darwin’s theory to be true, so must human evolution also continue. Apocalypse has thus set out to push human evolution further, first to the stage of mutants and than beyond. Apocalypse has one goal to drive humanity to its evolutionary limit and when that has been achieved, to begin a great war that will destroy all but the strongest, and leave only perfection.
Apocalypse is the theory of evolution gone wrong; he is without question close to if not representative of what we could conceive as the epitome of human evolution. Apocalypse has the ability through sheer concentration to make changes to his physical person at the molecular level. These fundamental changes to his molecular and genetic structure give him genius level intelligence, nearly limitless strength, and whole host of other powers. He is quite possibly the unrealized truth of evolution, because if Apocalypse is the fittest for survival, he can decide that we are no longer fit.
My final Super Villain candidate is Thanos, The Mad Titan. Thanos is a cosmic eternal of the Marvel Universe; this means that he possesses an extremely protracted life span far exceeding a quarter million years. Like Galactus he possesses the ability to channel cosmic energy through his body, just not to the extent Galactus can. Thanos was born into a very traditional family, with two parents and siblings, on Jupiter’s moon Titan. Yet unlike his parent’s and siblings who embody much of what the Greeks would have considered physical perfection, Thanos was born deformed. While the other members of his race look like normal humans, Thanos was born with purple skin and black void like eyes. Yet for his deformities he gained something else; power, Thanos is discernibly the most powerful being of his race, both physically and intellectually.
Due to his deformities Thanos felt rejected by his parents and siblings. The only members of his large family that he had any real relationship with was his mother and his brother Eros. As Thanos aged he began to retreat further and further from his family, into a dark world of solitude. In addition to his raw power Thanos possessed an intelligence far superior to that of anyone else on his planet. He used his superior intelligence to gain both mystic and technological understanding, and then used what he learned to augment his already incredible power. His pursuit of the mystic arts and knowledge for the purpose of power went squarely against the laws of his society. Thanos’ view of power can be summed up in his own statement, “Knowledge is the source of all strength, just as all weakness is born from ignorance.” Thanos’ father eventually banished him for experiments on sentient creatures that resulted in his subjects dying.
After leaving his home Thanos wandered the universe, eventually encountering the living embodiment of death, in the form of a woman. Thanos fell deeply in love with Death and sought to please her by seeking to bring others to death’s sweet embrace. Thanos’ first attempt at proving his devotion to Death was to return home to Titan and destroy it. Armed with military technology he returned to his place of birth and attacked it from space. During the bombardment Thanos killed his mother. An act that further drove him and his father apart, years later Thanos’ admitted her death was an accident and that he had hoped to kill his father instead.
Thanos has attempted to conquer the universe many times, and each time he has succeeded. Yet for each success he has by some detail of his own actions, always engineered the means for his own defeat.
Over the years Thanos has earned the moniker, “The Master Manipulator” because for all his power and sheer might, he very rarely employs it. Instead Thanos has always relied on his intelligence, and ability to plan for each possible outcome to bring him victory. He has won more battles through imagination and creativity than through fighting. But despite this intelligence Thanos until recently was unable to find a way into the heart of the woman he loved. During his second bid for god-hood, Thanos and Mistress Death had a falling out and parted ways.
Throughout his career Thanos has saved the universe more times than he has attempted to conquer it. Each time a great cosmic force has attempted to conquer or destroy the universe; Thanos has come to the rescue. Though when questioned why he acted as a savior Thanos has always denied any altruistic motivation good deed on his part, and insisted upon in own self interest in the matter.
In two recent series Thanos has experienced events, and undergone drastic changes of character that I find pertinent to the discussion of his status as a Super Villain and to the general question of what is a Super Villain. I will delve into the specifics of these events later in the book as their relevance arises.
So these are the candidates I have chosen for my study, now begins the fun part as we delve into what these characters can tell us about a world view and thusly ourselves.
This next chapter is both one that I am excited to write and slightly perturbed to construct. I will reveal why in just a moment but first; it is my hope that after being introduced to the candidates for the mantel of Super Villain my readers are now excited, engaged and are ready to begin our philosophical exploration of the Super Villain if not, to bad because I’m going to anyways.
As stated in the introduction the ultimate goal of this exploration into the world of the Super Villain is in essence a pursuit for a greater understanding of the real world individual through these characters. This chapter will ultimately focus on the metaphysics of the Super Villain world as it relates to possibility and free will. I find these subjects exciting because, the conclusions achieved here define the very nature of the Super Villain world and in turn form the backbone of all our future conclusions. What makes this chapter so daunting is the nature of the subjects to be discussed, and the difficulty of making this chapter readable for anyone who didn’t spend a great deal of time reading western philosophical metaphysical theory. After-all one of the endeavors of this book is to bridge the gap between the academic paper, and entrainment reading; so making the following chapter accessible to all my readers is key.
It seems the best way to accomplish this goal is to divide the chapter into a number of sections that will lead to a final conclusion. The first will be an explanation what “possibility” and “free will” mean in the philosophical sense. The following two sections will then be devoted to an illuminating some of the tradition positions and debates that surround these terms, following the standard arguments on each subject will be an explanation of how these terms obtain in the Super Villain world. It’s important to understand what it says about a universe in which one of these positions in the debates wins out over the other. Finally I’ll explore which position is true for the world of the Super Villain and what implications this has for our candidates.
I will assume that my readers are familiar in some way with the general positions of physics, and to explain the general concept of physics to my readers would serve no more than to beat an already dead horse. So, to beat that dead horse, physics as a science works to enumerate or define the core physical rules that hold our universe together: gravity, space-time, and the like. Furthermore there are a number of theories associated with these concepts beginning as early as the work of Aristotle and continuing through to modern string and quantum theory. And while no theory has been to date capable of completely describing the workings of the universe scientists would like to believe they are getting closer all the time. Metaphysics in much the same way looks to understand the non-physical concepts that we attribute to being core characteristics of our universe. These concepts often include free will, possibility, objects, and sentences. And, just like physics there are many theories on these subjects but no conclusions so far. One of the core problems metaphysics faces is that unlike physics there is no way to demonstrate free will in the way one can quantify gravity, thus the debate rages onvii.
There is something exciting about discussing metaphysics in the Super Villain world, you see when we talk about choice and possibility in our world we face the limiting factors of our world’s physics. I can’t see into someone’s mind, and I can’t rewind time to check for other possible outcomes, but the Super Villain world is different as many comic book fans are aware we know the gods of the Super Villain world by name we know the universe’s origins, laws, and have seen alternate outcomes, we even have a window into the inner workings of the minds of men, this puts us in a unique position to know not simply debate the metaphysical nature of the Super Villain world.
It should seem apparent at this point that I already have an idea how the Super Villain world functions, and could simply hand my readers the conclusions I will draw without enumerating the other classical points of the discussion. Again I could do that, but then my reader would be uninformed, and I would be steering this discussion less to discovery and more toward pontification. That is something I wish to avoid.
Now that I feel confident in assuming my readers understand the general scope of metaphysics I can move on to explain possibility and free will. In the most, simple terms when philosophers talk about possibility they are referring to ways the world might be in future, past, and present tense. The easiest example of this to say, “That it possible that Napoleon won the battle of Waterloo.” Now we all know for a fact that he lost this battle but we can imagine a set of circumstances where Napoleon won. The question philosophy wrestles with here is whether or not talk of possibility refers to real things or is it simply a function of languageviii. So to be clear on terms that I will use later: when we refer to the “actual” world we refer to the universe we exist in and all the events that have happened. So, as we all know in the actual world Napoleon lost at Waterloo. A “possible” world is any universe real, or imagined in which some variation no matter how small from the “actual” world exists. Having covered possibility I can move on to free will.
Free will is not as much a discussion of choice as it is a discussion of responsibility. Allow me to explain, possibility explains my choices, those things I might have done or are yet to do. So possibility helps to explain my choices about, what way to go to work, or what to have for lunch, free will explains how much control I have over those decisions. The answer to this question may seem intuitive to many of my readers, but I assure you it is more complex than you think. The conclusions we draw from this essential argument determine, how responsible I am for my decisions about what to have for lunch, as Hitler is for his decision to commit genocide. I’m sure I could have picked a lighter example than the Hitler genocide one but it was adequate to get the point across.ix
Thus free will and possibility are two core factors of reality that are inextricable tied to one another, though many philosophers who write on one rarely work on the other. But before I can explain how these concepts function in the Super Villain world it seems best to arm my readers with a complete knowledge of the debates that surround these two subjects. The next section will begin our dissection of possibility, and free will by first presenting the prevailing theories and an explanation of each. This will be followed by my conclusions of, which theory best describes the Super Villain world. These are not easy subjects to grasp and while I’m confident in the intelligence of my readers that doesn’t make them any simpler. Finally one should keep in mind that conclusions drawn on these two subjects of discussion will define the reality of the Super Villain.
So after a lengthy introduction to the subject we can now get underway to understanding the Super Villain reality a bit better. I was tempted to begin with free will as it is a subject that most people are generally better acquainted with, the problem is that possibility plays a direct role in how we understand free will. Think of it this way; freewill is what I’d like to think I could do, but possibility defines what I can actually do.
The four following positions on the possibility debate represent the prevailing arguments on the subject, there are in fact many others but these are the most relevant.
The first argument on the existence of possibility is called Paraphrastic. The Paraphrastic approach: suggests that apparent reference to the quantification over non-existent possibles could be eliminated by paraphrase, that is, that such references could be paraphrased away from the sentences in which they occur. Possible individuals and possible worlds would then be treated as facons de parlerx. What this approach essentially argues is that the concept of possibility is a parlor trick of language. There is in fact no possibility, the actual world is the actual world, and for it to be different would mean that it would no longer be the actual world. It only appears that there are other possibilities for the world because our language is set up in a way that makes it sound like possibility exists. A practical example of this trick of language would be to say that on the way home from I could have been in a car accident and died. Now our language makes this sound very reasonable, but there is of course the problem that I could not reference this possibility if it had happened, or anything similar to it had happened. So therefore for something to be referred to as possible the world would have to be intrinsically different then it is now, and since that would have altered all connected events; the world as we know it would cease to exist. Thus any suggestion that things could be different is merely a trick of language because to reference them as such requires that all events and states be what they are right now. This particular theory holds a great deal in common with many traditional religiously oriented theories that have made use of the “mind of god” argument to explain possibility.
The fictionalist approach is a little different it suggests that when we talk about the possible we are really talking about fictional concepts. The fictionalist approach to possibility treats changes to reality much in the way geometry treats reference to idealized geometric objects. The argument therefore relies on the position that there are objective truths about actuality, just as there are truths about idealized objects that involve talk about quantifiable truth in relation to non-existent actuality. An example is probably warranted at this point to make this definition jive for my readers. Let us assume we could line up all the cows in the world and could count them, and let us say for simplicity sake there number totaled one hundred. One hundred cows is therefore the actual state of the world and a verifiable fact. To the fictionalist the number of cows at this moment is an unchangeable fact of the world, in the same way geometry defines what a circle is. The possibility of there being anymore or less cows then one hundred at that moment is not in line with the quantifiable definition of reality. I hope this clarifies the matter, if not to bad I’m moving on, I never liked this approach to possibility anyway.
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