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-- Introduction --

 


Let’s get one thing straight: I’m a
self-professed quilting diva. I don’t go for the cheap stuff. I
invest in quality fabric and adjust my spending in other areas to
allow me to do so. I don’t care what’s going on in the economy, I’m
not giving up my fabric budget. My blog, Quilts & Creativity,
really says it all. I love quilting and being creative with
fabrics, color, and quilt designs.

 


How it All Began

 


I knew I was onto something when I wrote a
blog post called “The Top Ten Ways I Budget for Quilting in Tough
Times.” The reaction from quilters, shop owners, and guild
newsletter editors across the country was phenomenal. They were
asking for reprint rights in their newsletters, shops, and quilt
bees so they could spread the word, that yes, you can continue to
pursue your passion even when times are tough.

 


Limited Resources Jump-Starts Creativity

 


Nothing inspires creativity like limited
resources. While this may seem contradictory, the worst thing you
can tell an artist is this: “Create anything you want with any
materials you want.” It’s too broad. That is why you see calls for
artists to create specific types of work in a certain media:
nature-inspired watercolor, photo of spring, quilt challenge around
three colors, etc. We actually need limitations to become more
creative. So when the economy hit our family budget hard, I didn’t
retreat; instead, I got creative.

 


This book is not a plan for how to buy
fabric at cut-rate prices. I believe in supporting local quilt
shops, online stores, and retail chains. They all offer something
different, and I spend my quilt fabric budget at all three.
Instead, this book will show you how to save money in other areas
so you can save more for your passion: quilting.

 


My Family’s Story

 


We are not unique in our financial
challenges, as many good and honest families have been slammed by
the terrible economic crisis we face in America. My husband is a
residential builder, and I gave up a lucrative career as a Director
of the country’s largest computer training company to stay home to
raise our sons. It’s a decision I’ve never regretted: I invested in
our family. However, after our income was cut by half, we then were
hit with a series of events that affected our family even more.
David was laid off from his corporate job. Rather than relying on
corporations that shed employees like a snake sheds it skin (not an
accidental metaphor), he decided to start his own business. He
began a small homebuilding business with a partner whom he trusted.
After a short while and seeing no income even though they were
quite successful, we realized, with the help of our accountant,
that David’s partner was skimming money from the company. David
went out on his own, then the housing crisis of 2009 hit. During
this time, we lived on our savings for a total of four years.

 


We didn’t let it stop us. I started a new
business, Willow Ridge Press, taking roughly the same amount many
spend on a longarm-quilting machine and invested it in my own
independent publishing company that produced Color Mastery.
I created a name for myself in the quilting industry after
authoring seven books in the computer software arena. And I’ve
never looked back. My husband retooled his business and focused on
remodeling and growing his customer base when new homes stopped
selling.

 


In short, we got creative. And that’s what
I’m going to show you how to do in 12 steps. Each step I bring back
to fabric: how much does this save, and can I apply it to my
spending on fabric? Is it easy? No. Is it worth it to keep
quilting, sewing, and being creative? Absolutely!! And I won’t ask
you to clip coupons, recycle broccoli bands, or other silly or
nit-picky strategies. I’m going straight for the savvy strategies
that will save you the most over time.

 


I’m assuming you’ve already done the big
stuff: low-mortgage interest rate, don’t lease your car, investing
in a 401K or savings plan, don’t sign contracts for cell phones,
fitness plans, increase deductibles on your insurance, etc. Once
you’ve taken the big steps to reduce your spending, how do you save
for fabric: life’s little pleasure that you can’t do without?

 


Even with the tough economy, I’m still
spending money on two things: quilting and books. I can give up
eating out, pedicures, car detailing, my housekeeper, and
Starbucks, but you take away my quilting and reading, and you’re
messin’ with my priorities. My inner Madea might just come out.

 


A Simple Plan

 


I started this book with a simple idea: how
I could help other quilters continue their passion for quilting
during challenging economic times? As I continued writing, I
realized how transformative this simple idea could be. By every
quilter spending a regular amount at their local quilt shop, we
could single-handedly pull the quilting industry out of the
recession, and thereby saving one of the last bastions of customer
service and connected communities for women.

 


Quilt shops will respond in kind. I envision
creative and fun customer loyalty programs, as only imaginative
quilt shop owners can dream up. They appreciate your business, your
devotion, and will show it generously.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/12143
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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