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For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
2 Timothy 4:3–4
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints claims to be the only true church upon the earth today. With the Church's emphasis on missionary work, have you ever wished you had access to information that could not only strengthen your own knowledge, but witness to your friends and neighbors that this claim is true? Many unique and powerful evidences prove that the gospel of Jesus Christ, lost during the Great Apostasy, was, in fact divinely restored by the Prophet Joseph Smith in the latter days.
Many opponents of the LDS Church argue against the Restoration, claiming that the original church Christ established in the meridian of time continued after His crucifixion and after the deaths of His Apostles. The Catholic Church claims a full succession from the original church, and the Protestant churches came into being as they "reformed" the alleged errors of Catholicism. But today, none of these churches, nor any that have broken away from them, satisfy the scriptural requirements of prophecy, doctrine, and organization that existed in Christ's original church. Only the LDS Church meets these criteria.
The purpose of this book is to help members of the Church learn about these restored gospel principles and to teach them to their families, friends, and neighbors; to help them understand that through time, many gospel truths were lost or corrupted, and that a restoration of the gospel in its purity was necessary for mankind to again enjoy life in the Father's kingdom.
To accomplish this goal, this book scripturally identifies twenty-eight unique and distinct evidences of the great latter-day Restoration that validate the restoration of the gospel—the most compelling of which reflect the similarity between the restored Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the church the Savior established during His earthly ministry. These evidences prove that after slumbering through the Dark Ages for fifteen hundred years, the gospel of the Prince of Peace has in fact awakened and His church has been delivered "out of the wilderness."
In the dispensation of the fulness of times, God will gather together in one all things.
Ephesians 1:10
The scriptures reveal that historically, the gospel requirements for salvation were given to Adam and his family soon after the creation. Over time, however, Adam's descendants rejected and/or corrupted the Lord's commandments and fell into apostasy. When the Lord delivered the children of Israel from bondage, circa 1200 B.C., He restored the gospel to Moses on Mt. Sinai. But the faithless Israelites rejected it and as a consequence, were given the lesser Law of Moses.
The Law of Moses was a preliminary law, a schoolmaster to prepare the children of Israel for their coming Messiah. It foreshadowed Christ's first coming in the meridian of time, and His mission—the salvation of all mankind. This was confirmed by all the prophets who lived between the time the Mosaic Law was given and the Savior's birth.[1]
Israel's long, slow slide into complete apostasy began during the time of the prophet Samuel. Samuel was a judge in Israel, and perhaps the last prophet to lead a united Israel under the Law of Moses. Samuel's sons were not worthy to follow him as prophet and judge, so when his death appeared imminent, the people approached him and asked him to appoint a king to govern them. Samuel was distraught. He complained to the Lord that the people had rejected him. But the Lord assured him that the people were not rejecting him as their leader, they were rejecting God as the true Ruler of Israel. So Samuel ordained Saul as the Israelite's first King.[2]
Eventually, the unrighteousness of the Israelites resulted in ten of their tribes being scattered and lost, and by the time Jesus was born a thousand years later, the people were only observing a mere skeleton of the original Law.
When the Lord began His ministry, there were many different sects of Judaism functioning under the Law of Moses: Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Scribes, Essenes, Zodakites, Herodians, Ossaeans, Nasaraeans, Hemerobaptists, and more. The Pharisees (who controlled the synagogues and the schools) and the Sadducees (who controlled the temple and the priestly offices) were the largest of these sects and the ones with which Jesus had the most dealings. But it was this plethora of Jewish sects and their various modes of adhering to the Mosaic Law that caused Jesus to say: "No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish . . . ."[3] Because the Jewish leadership was out of step with the Mosaic Law and had fallen away from its spirit and authority, Jesus did not go to them—or to any of the smaller Jewish sects—for assistance in establishing His gospel. In fact, He generally condemned them all for their faithlessness, their pollution of the temple, their worldliness, and their wickedness. They were the "old wine" and "old garments" the Lord was referring to, and were so set in their apostate ways that He could not use them to establish His earthly kingdom.
But Jesus had come to fulfill the Law of Moses, not to condemn it. He only condemned what the Law had become and the way the Jews were observing it. His mission, therefore, was one of replacement and restoration: replacement of the old Law of Moses with the new law of the gospel, and restoration of the Old Testament prophets' admonitions to live the Law and anticipate the Messiah. Less than four hundred years after the Lord's death, however, the gospel He had established and ultimately given His life for was in complete apostasy. The temple at Jerusalem had been destroyed, there were no apostles to lead the people, revelation had ceased, and the Lord's Spirit was lost as the Dark Ages were ushered in.
To fulfill both Old and New Testament scriptures, the Lord's gospel in its fullness had to be restored before the Second Coming. That restoration occurred through the Prophet Joseph Smith, with the result that the following doctrines challenged those existing in the Christian world, signaling a drastic change from the religious teachings of his day:
• The Lord's church ceased with the deaths of His ancient Apostles.
• The covenant of Abraham was taken from the earth during the Dark Ages.
• God again visits mankind.
• There are more scriptures than one.
• God's authority was lost from the earth.
• A living prophet once again functions upon the earth.
• Revelation from God is once again a reality.
• The call of apostle has been restored to the earth.
• The Lord's gospel includes temples.
• The prophecy in Malachi 4:4–6 has been fulfilled.
None of the Christian churches of Joseph's day either taught or acknowledged these doctrines. And many more doctrines and gospel truths than these would yet be revealed, because the restoration of the Lord's gospel in the latter days would mirror His restoration of the gospel during the meridian of time. And in both instances, His purposes were the same: to fulfill prophecy, to establish His church, and to offer salvation and the opportunity of exaltation to all mankind.
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.
Amos 8:11
For a restoration to occur there first had to be a falling away from the Lord's gospel and from the church He established during His earthly ministry.
Prior to His ascension, Jesus commissioned His Apostles to go and "teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." They were to teach the people to observe all things that the Lord had commanded, and He promised them that if they would do so, He would be with them, "even unto the end of the world."[4] Bolstered by their witness of the Lord's resurrection and ascension, the Apostles enthusiastically began fulfilling this commission by preaching salvation in Jerusalem.[5] Since Jesus had declared that He had been sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and not to the world at large,[6] the Apostles primarily taught the Jews in their synagogues and in their public places.[7] Their initial labors were rewarded with three thousand souls being added to the church.[8] Thus began the formal establishment of Christ's church upon the earth.
"For a time the Church remained completely Jewish, a sect within Israel of those who believed in the resurrection of Jesus and regarded him as the promised Messiah who was about to come again to definitively establish the reign of God."[9] But with the conversion of Cornelius, a Gentile,[10] Peter recognized that the gospel was to be expanded far beyond those of Judah's linage. And Paul, after being aggressively rejected by the Jews in Corinth, shook his raiment and said unto them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles."[11]
The early church spread rapidly, but with growth came dissension, disagreement, and division, causing the early Apostles to prophesy that the fledgling church would not survive. Peter was the first to make this prophecy as he and John chastised the Jews in the temple at Jerusalem for rejecting Christ.
While calling them to repentance, Peter emphasized the fact that Christ had preached to them in the flesh and had been received into heaven. Then he prophesied that the Lord would remain there, "until the times of restitution of all things."[12] But to have a "restitution of all things" requires that a falling away must first take place.
As the Apostles preached the gospel throughout the nations bordering the Mediterranean after the Lord's crucifixion, the anticipation of Christ's immediate return increased. Without dampening the spirit generated by the desire to again have the Savior with them, Paul wrote to the Thessalonians and while instructing them concerning Christ's Second Coming, cautioned them to "[b]e not soon shaken in mind, for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin [the devil] be revealed."[13] Paul was making it clear to the Thessalonians that the day of Christ's coming was not near, and that the Second Coming would not take place until after the devil had caused an apostasy from the truth. He continued to explain that this was a time when Satan with all his delusions would show great "power and signs and lying wonders," and would deceive those who did not love the truth.[14]
True to their prophecies, the falling away began early in the Apostles' ministries. Dissension over doctrine and procedure began almost as rapidly as new converts accepted the gospel. As Gentile converts were brought into the church, the requirements of the Law of Moses and the practice of circumcision became problems. The Jews knew they were the chosen people; therefore, they believed that the covenants extended to them under the Law of Moses could not be given to the Gentiles unless the Gentiles also accepted that Law. But Paul saw the gospel as a liberation from the Law, and so argued.[15] This was not the only problem, however. Some of the converts claimed to be Apostles when they were not, and this presented a threat to the authority of the church.[16] Also, some of the Jews who were leaders in the synagogues thought they had authority over the Christian converts, but they were condemned by John the Revelator as being of the "synagogue of Satan."[17] Some Jews even claimed that the eagerly anticipated resurrection of the righteous had already occurred;[18] consequently, the purpose of the sacrament—remembrance of the sacrifice and atonement of Christ—was soon distorted.[19]
The event that did the most to precipitate the Great Apostasy was the death of the Apostles. The prophesied persecution of the Twelve began to take its toll early, first with James, who was beheaded by Herod Agrippa I,[20] and then with the rest of the Apostles (except John) as they were pursued, captured, and killed. The need for their continued presence was best exemplified by Paul who, after fourteen years of absence preaching the gospel in other lands, returned to Jerusalem and immediately met with his fellow brethren to make sure his doctrine was still correct.[21]
A.D. 70 to A.D. 325
As the Apostles proselyted throughout the countries bordering the Mediterranean, they called local authorities to oversee the newly formed branches of the church. Since they were able to return to these local branches less and less often before their deaths, it was left to the local leaders to sustain the activity of the membership and maintain the doctrinal integrity of the gospel. By circa A.D. 101, all of the Apostles had either been killed or (in the case of John) translated by the Lord. Without central authority to govern the branches, they were left to their own resources and as a result, doctrinal divisions began to occur.
By the middle of the second century, a bishop had been established over each of the surviving church branches. By the end of the second century, the evolving church had progressed through what has been described as the "development approach," a system of authority based on its developing creed: i.e., the evolvement of its hierarchy of bishops, priests, deacons, etc., and their interpretation of the scriptures. By this time, the branches had all rejected the necessity of apostolic authority on the argument that if they (the Apostles) were in charge, why had they disappeared? The bishops rationalized that since the original bishops had been appointed by the Lord's Apostles, the current bishops "stood in legitimate succession in a line reaching back to the Apostles themselves."[22] They therefore considered themselves to be the protectors of both the oral traditions of the branch and its developing canon of scripture.
Without central authority, doctrinal divisions continued to escalate in the fledgling church until even the position of Christ's relationship with the Father was challenged.[23] This internal, spiritual conflict became extensive, but the church was sustaining an even greater disruptive influence from without.
Rome!
At that time, Rome was the center of the world and maintained powerful legions to enforce its authority. With the exception of some early periods of relative peace, it persecuted the Christians relentlessly until the reign of Constantine. The unfortunate Christians were therefore being bombarded by the Jews because they taught Christ, and persecuted by the Roman Empire because it considered them to be a threat to its Pax Romana existence.
After Constantine became Emperor of Rome, he adopted Christianity as the state religion. One of several stories about Constantine's conversion states that he received a vision of Christ and was told in the vision to ornament his soldiers' shields with the Savior's monogram —the Greek letters chi and rho. He obliged, and then won the battle that made him emperor of all Rome. Another version of his conversion states that both he and his entire army saw a luminous cross appear in the afternoon sky bearing the message, "In this conquer."[24] According to this account, the vision inspired Constantine to adopt Christ and to have a symbolic cross painted on the shields of his troops. In reality, however, he used both the Christian and the pagan religions to solidify his political power, and he did not personally adopt Christianity until his final illness, circa A.D. 337.[25] Nonetheless, Constantine did make Christianity the state religion of Rome and was determined to resolve the differences that had developed in Christian doctrine so as to ensure peace—both within the church and throughout the Roman empire. Unfortunately, his powerful influence and his assistance in resolving doctrinal conflicts within the church ultimately resulted in its complete apostasy from the truth—an apostasy that had been developing for more than two centuries.
Constantine's efforts to unify Christianity resulted in the calling of the Council of Nicaea.[26] Somewhere around May 20, A.D. 325, approximately 220 bishops met to resolve their doctrinal differences, regulate authority, and develop a religious creed. The council of Nicaea and the councils that followed after Constantine's death culminated in the Constantinople Council, circa A.D. 381. Prior to the meeting of these ecumenical councils, however, political factions elevated the authority of the churches of Rome, Antioch, and Alexandria over that of the other churches. The fourth Canon of the Council of Nicaea declared that these three churches were now the supreme ruling entities of the Christian church. Rome soon became the most prominent among these three because it was the capital of the empire, possessed great wealth (it had assisted many of the other churches financially), and was reputed historically as the last place Peter and Paul had taught. It was also considered the place of their martyrdom and burial.[27]
This centralization of authority in Rome eventually developed into the supreme papal authority of Western Christendom. "These powerful papal monarchs . . . controlled a vast ecclesiastical machinery that regulated in minute detail the moral and social behavior of medieval men—kings and princes as well as peasants and townspeople."[28]
After the Constantinople Council of A.D. 381, the remains of the original church vanished and the apostate church "erected a durable structure of authority, a framework of steel that has enabled it to meet every conceivable crisis."[29] Controversies over the doctrine involving God, the Son of God, and the Holy Ghost were resolved into what has become known as the Nicaean Creed. Under the Creed, the three identifiable deities revealed in the scriptures became an all-in-one entity—mysterious and unidentifiable.[30] The creed was later formalized and adopted into what became known as the Creed of Constantinople.[31]
Paul had prophesied to Timothy that the time would come when "sound doctrine" would not be endured and the truth would be turned into "fables."[32] By A.D. 381, that time had arrived. Christianity did not succeed in destroying paganism—it simply adopted it![33] Thus, the falling away prophesied by Paul was complete.
Early in the fourth century as the apostasy of Christianity on the Eastern Hemisphere was progressing toward its apex, the apostasy of the tribes of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) on the Western Hemisphere was not far behind. After the Savior appeared on the Western Hemisphere following His resurrection (all of the wicked there having been killed during the destruction that occurred when He was crucified),[34] the church enjoyed two hundred years of peace and righteousness. But with the deaths of those who had been personal witnesses of the Savior, the seeds of apostasy again began to grow.
However, the Saints on the Western Hemisphere did not have the fundamental problems faced by church members in the East. There were no Gentiles with pagan ways to spread their influence. Instead, sins connected with worldliness opened a chasm that eventually lead to their rejection of the gospel, their apostasy from the truth, and their total destruction of the righteous. The Book of Mormon testifies that there began to be "pride, . . . the wearing of costly apparel, . . . [and a desire for] the fine things of the world." The people "began to be divided into classes; . . . to build up churches unto themselves to get gain, and . . . to deny the true church of Christ." They "wilfully [rebelled] against the gospel of Christ" and became exceedingly wicked.[35] In another hundred years, they also would be in complete apostasy.
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah foresaw the full apostasy of all the tribes of Israel.[36] He declared that it would occur because the people would transgress the laws, change the ordinances, and break the everlasting covenant of Abraham.[37] The prophet Amos prophesied that a famine would occur to all Israel (and by adoption, to the Gentiles), "not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord." He further prophesied that the people of Israel would "wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east," that they would "run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and [would] not find it."[38]
As prophesied by John the Revelator, with the advent of the Great Apostasy the devil's fight for dominion over the people of the earth began anew.[39] And when the prophesied apostasy was complete, the times of the Gentiles were ushered in.
Proselyting Helps
The church Christ organized and the gospel He restored during the meridian of time fell into complete apostasy, as biblical and historical evidences verify:
Biblical
• Isaiah foresaw the full apostasy of all the tribes of Israel. The people would transgress the laws, change the ordinances, and break the everlasting covenant of Abraham.
• Amos prophesied that the Israelites would suffer a famine—not of food or of water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.
• Peter prophesied that the church Christ established in the meridian of time would not survive and that a restoration of the gospel must take place before the Second Coming.
• Paul wrote that the Second Coming would not occur until after the devil had caused an apostasy from the truth.
• The disappearance of the Apostles greatly fueled the apostasy.
• The churches (or branches) were left on their own after the deaths of the Apostles, and it was left to the local leaders to sustain the activity of the membership and maintain the doctrinal integrity of the gospel. Without central authority, doctrinal divisions began to occur.
The Book of Mormon
• The apostasy of the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh on the Western Hemisphere was not far behind that occurring on the Eastern Hemisphere.
• Christ appeared to the righteous remnant living on the Western Hemisphere after His crucifixion, but after the deaths of those who had personally witnessed the Savior, the seeds of apostasy began to grow.
• Sins connected with worldliness eventually lead the people of the Western Hemisphere to reject the gospel and go into complete apostasy.
Historical
• By the end of the second century after Christ, the "development approach," a system of authority based on a developing creed, was established in the church branches.
• All branches rejected the necessity of apostolic authority.
• Constantine became Emperor of Rome and adopted Christianity as the state religion.
• Constantine's efforts to unify Christianity ultimately resulted in the Councils of Nicaea and Constantinople. As a result of these Councils, the Godhead became an all-in-one entity and the falling away prophesied by Paul became complete.
The above summary and the biblical references from the chapter can help our friends and neighbors understand that not only did a worldwide apostasy from the truth occur, it was prophesied throughout the scriptures.
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
Luke 21:24
The fulfillment of the times of the Gentiles is another evidence of the Restoration. These times came to an end when the Lord restored His gospel to Joseph Smith in the early 1800s.
As a result of the Great Apostasy, the light of the gospel that Jesus had restored to the earth during His ministry was extinguished. An intellectual and spiritual darkness settled upon all earth's inhabitants as the times of the Gentiles were ushered in. These times, commonly called the Dark Ages, were prophesied by both Isaiah and his contemporary, Micah. Isaiah warned, "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!"[40] For "darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people."[41] Micah similarly prophesied, "Therefore night shall be unto you, that ye shall not have a vision; and it shall be dark unto you, that ye shall not divine; and the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them."[42]
A .D. 325 to A.D. 1820
Many prophets described what the times of the Gentiles would be like. In the Book of Mormon, the prophet Nephi recorded that on the Western Hemisphere and on all other lands, the people would be "drunken with iniquity and all manner of abominations."[43] Isaiah described the spiritual state of the people as "drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. For the Lord hath poured out upon [them] the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed [their] eyes."[44] Referencing the words of Isaiah, Nephi continues. "Ye have rejected the prophets; and your rulers, and the seers hath he covered because of your iniquity." In other words, because of their apostasy, the Lord had withdrawn His prophets from them.[45]
During these dark times, the Gentiles were "a scourge" to the descendants of Joseph on the Western Hemisphere[46] and Jerusalem on the Eastern Hemisphere was "trodden down."[47] However, the promises the Lord had made through His prophets indicated that these abominable conditions would not continue forever. Paul stated this fact to the Roman Gentiles who had accepted the gospel when he said, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery [of why Gentiles should be allowed into the covenant], lest ye should be wise in your own conceits [think yourselves better than Israel]; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."[48] Subsequently, the Lord rejected and scattered Israel (including those Gentiles on the Eastern Hemisphere who had come into the covenant through baptism) until the time of the fullness of the Gentiles was complete.
Just as he prophesied of the vast darkness that would befall the people of the earth, Isaiah predicted the time that light would eventually return: "[T]he Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising."[49] Thus it was that with the advent of universities and the expansion of knowledge in the eleventh century, intellectual light finally began to dispel the Dark Ages. Spiritual enlightenment increased following Martin Luther's revolt against the authority of the Holy Roman Empire in the sixteenth century and John Calvin, usually referred to as the architect of Protestantism, further energized Luther's revolt. His biblical commentaries formulated the doctrine from which the Protestant churches arose. While most non-Lutheran churches of the time were Calvinists, they eventually split into a host of separate churches and laid the groundwork for the struggle of religious freedom that made the restoration of the gospel possible.
The Lord declared through Isaiah that He would "proceed to do a marvellous work among [the Gentiles], even a marvellous work and a wonder."[50] This marvelous work would commence with a vision and the restoration of a book that would provide a second witness to the divinity of Jesus Christ. Nephi elaborated on this when he said the book would contain God's revelations from "the beginning of the world to the ending thereof"—revelations that would turn the things of the Gentiles upside down.[51] The restoration of this work would consummate only after light burst forth "among them that sit in darkness." That light is the fullness of the Lord's gospel,[52] and in the generation that it was restored, the times of the Gentiles were fulfilled.[53]
Proselyting Helps
The times of the Gentiles, the Dark Ages prophesied by Isaiah and Micah, followed the Great Apostasy. As enlightenment slowly returned to civilization during these centuries, the Lord started preparing mankind for the restoration of the gospel.
• Both biblical and Book of Mormon prophets described what the times of the Gentiles would be like.
– The Gentiles would be a scourge to the remaining Israelites on both hemispheres.
– Israel would be scattered until the times of the Gentiles were fulfilled.
– The people would be sinful, ignorant, and irreligious.
• The prophesied Book of Mormon came forth during the Restoration and the Lord's gospel was restored. Intellectual and religious truths once more enlightened mankind.
The fight for religious freedom by such men as Martin Luther and John Calvin laid the groundwork for the restoration of the gospel. Explaining the Reformation is another way to help nonmembers accept that the Great Apostasy did occur. It can also lead into an opportunity to share the Joseph Smith story. Explain that starting with Joseph Smith's vision of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ in 1820, intellectual and spiritual light noticeably increased as the Restoration was ushered in.
That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.
Ephesians 1:10
The similarity between Christ's ancient church and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is one of the strongest evidences of the Restoration. Both had the same purposes: to fulfill prophecy, to establish the Lord's true church, and to offer salvation and exaltation to all mankind.
Approximately fifteen hundred years passed from the time the early church apostatized until the time the gospel was restored. The Savior had ascended into heaven, His Apostles (with the exception of John) were all dead, and apostasy had totally destroyed His church on both the Eastern and the Western Hemispheres. However, as the apostate "times of the Gentiles" drew to a close, the fore-appointed time of the Restoration arrived.[54] It was time for the covenant of Abraham to be reestablished and the dispensation of the fullness of times, a time "made up of all the dispensations that ever [had] been given since the world began," to be ushered in.[55]
The restoration of the gospel was foreseen by the Old Testament prophet Daniel while he was a captive of King Nebuchadnezzar. The scriptures relate that Nebuchadnezzar had had a distressing dream and was troubled to know what the dream meant—even though he could not remember what it had been about![56] The king called his wise men together and asked them to interpret the dream. They said they would if the king would relate the dream to them. But Nebuchadnezzar informed them that they not only had to interpret it for him, they had to recall its contents. They immediately confessed that they were unable to do this. When the wise men could not satisfy his request, Nebuchadnezzar issued a decree condemning them to death. Having been a prophet in Israel, Daniel unfortunately fell under this decree.
When Daniel was told that his life was in jeopardy, he went to Arioch, the captain of Nebuchadnezzar's guard, to find out why the decree had been issued. Arioch told him the circumstances, and Daniel immediately went to Nebuchadnezzar and told him that given a little time, he could recall the dream for the king and tell him what it meant. The king granted his petition and Daniel returned to his house.
That night, the Lord revealed the secret of Nebuchadnezzar's dream to Daniel in a vision. The next day he went back to Arioch and said, "Destroy not the wise men of Babylon: [but] bring me in before the king, and I will shew unto [him] the interpretation" of his dream.[57] Daniel was again admitted to the presence of the king where he related the following: "Thou, O king, [saw] a great image [of a man] . . . whose brightness was excellent, [and it] stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, [h]is legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay."[58] Daniel then explained that the man-image Nebuchadnezzar had seen represented the kingdoms of the earth. The head of gold depicted Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar's great kingdom.[59] The rest of the image is commonly assumed to comprise the empires of Persia-Medes (breast and arms of silver), Greece (belly and thighs of brass), and Rome (legs of iron). Eventually, the Roman Empire would break into ten kingdoms (described as the "feet and toes" of the man-image), ten kingdoms that would be partly strong yet partly broken—a mixture of iron and "miry clay."[60] These kingdoms, and the nations that descended from them during the Dark Ages, are historically described as the Holy Roman Empire, an empire that was held together by a religious power (the "seed of men") that derived its strength from the political prowess of the old "iron" or Roman Empire.[61] However, the dream revealed that the nations of iron and clay would not "cleave" one to another. Eventually, the religious yoke that bound them together would be broken and they would become individual, secular nations.
Daniel's interpretation continued. "Thou sawest . . . that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth."[62]
Daniel said the small stone "cut out without hands" represents God's kingdom, a kingdom that will never be destroyed.[63] And when the small stone smites the image and breaks all of the kingdoms of the man-image apart and becomes a "great mountain" that fills "the whole earth," it is interpreted to mean that God's kingdom will eventually supersede all national boundaries; that through the restoration of the gospel, God's power will grow until it eventually fills the whole earth.[64] Thus, long before Paul prophesied that the Second Coming would not occur until after a falling away,[65] and before Peter prophesied that all things would be restored after the apostasy,[66] Daniel envisioned the Restoration and the establishment of God's work in the latter days.
In symbolic vision, John the Revelator actually saw the restoration of the gospel taking place. He saw the devil successfully overcome the church that Christ and His Apostles had established while they were upon the earth, followed by the passage of a long period of time.[67] Then he saw "another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth." Ultimately, he saw the gospel taken "to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people."[68]
The prophets of the Western Hemisphere recorded a much clearer vision of the miraculous events associated with the Restoration. Nephi saw the establishment of America upon the Western Hemisphere and the scattering of the seed of Lehi (the Native Americans) by Gentile settlers. After that, he saw the Lord "proceed to do a marvelous work among the Gentiles," even the restoration of the gospel.[69] A descendant of Nephi, also named Nephi, recorded the following words of the Savior concerning the future gathering of the tribes of Israel (a message given to the descendants of Lehi when the Lord visited them after His resurrection). "I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these things shall be about to take place."[70]
The sign the Lord gave signaling the beginning of the restoration of the gospel was the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. The Lord declared that this sign would "be made known unto the Gentiles"[71] so that they and the seed of Lehi might know that the work of the Father had already commenced "unto the fulfilling of the covenant which he hath made unto the people who are of the house of Israel."[72]
Proselyting Helps
The Lord sent visions to many individuals forecasting the Restoration. He even gave a sign signaling the beginning of the Restoration. That sign was the coming forth of the Book of Mormon.
• King Nebuchadnezzar foresaw the Restoration in a dream. He did not remember the dream nor understand its meaning until the prophet Daniel recalled the dream for him and interpreted it.
• John the Revelator saw the devil overcome and Christ's church and His gospel reestablished in the latter days.
• The prophet Nephi saw the establishment of America and the scattering of the Native Americans by Gentile settlers.
• John prophesied that missionaries would take the Lord's gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.
All elements of the gospel given throughout the various dispensations of time were prophesied to be restored in their entirety in the last days. These examples can be used to show your friends that like the Great Apostasy, the Restoration was prophesied throughout the Bible. You can then explain to them that through the Prophet Joseph Smith, all of this has come to pass.
And it shall come to pass . . . that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions . . .
Joel 2:28
Visions from God are recorded in many places in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, but they appear to have ceased during the Dark Ages. When Joseph Smith received a vision of the Father and the Son in 1820, it proved that the heavens were again open—another unique evidence of the Restoration.
Adam was the last man to walk and talk face to face with God the Father, and only while he was living in the Garden of Eden. After Adam and Eve sinned, they could no longer be in the presence of the Father and were punished by being evicted from the Garden. Thereafter, God communicated with mankind through visions and revelation.
Visions from God occurred periodically throughout Old Testament times. Sometimes they occurred in the form of a dream, such as the dreams Joseph of Egypt had that portrayed his supremacy over his brothers and his parents.[73] Sometimes, in the course of bringing the Lord's plans to fruition, those who were not prophets of God were given inspired dreams, such as Pharaoh's dream of the years of plenty and famine that served as a catalyst in preserving the people of Israel.[74] Occasionally open visions occurred, like those given to Elisha, Ezekiel, and Daniel showing the first coming of Christ, the destruction of the Jews and Jerusalem, and the Second Coming of the Messiah in the latter days. Even wicked kings could receive open visions. Belshazzar, the evil son of King Nebuchadnezzar, saw some writing on a wall which when interpreted by Daniel, told Belshazzar that God had observed his kingdom and had weighed him in the balance and found him wanting. Consequently, his reign ended and his kingdom was given to the Medes and the Persians.[75]
On another occasion, the Old Testament prophet Jacob saw a ladder full of angels who were ascending and descending as they traveled from heaven to the earth and back.[76] He also saw the Lord "face to face" in vision.[77]
Moses saw a burning bush that changed his life's mission and resulted in the Children of Israel being released from bondage in Egypt.[78] He was later privileged to envision the whole earth and all its people, as had the prophet Enoch before him.[79] Isaiah and Ezekiel saw the Lord when the Lord called them as prophets.[80] Many other recorded visions testify of the Savior and the direction He wants His people to take.
In the New Testament, Zachariah saw the angel Gabriel at the announcement of John's birth;[81] Mary saw Gabriel six months later when the Savior's birth was announced. Joseph, Mary's husband, was given a dream telling him that he need not fear taking Mary as his wife because her pregnancy was conceived "of the Holy Ghost." He was also told that the boy child's name should be "Jesus," and that He would save His people from their sins. This fulfilled the prophecy that a virgin would be with child and would bear a son who would be called Emmanuel, "which being interpreted is, God with us."[82] This open communication with heaven continued when on another occasion, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and instructed him to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt because King Herod would "seek the young child to destroy him."[83]
Later, during His ministry, Jesus took Peter, James, and John up on a high mountain where they saw the Lord transfigured before them: "and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light."[84] They were even privileged to hear the Father bear testimony of Christ when He said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him."[85]
While being stoned to death for regaling the Jewish leaders with the fact that they were the betrayers and crucifiers of Christ, Steven—being full of the Holy Ghost—"looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God." Those who witnessed and participated in Steven's death ironically laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul for safekeeping[86]—the same Saul whose life would be changed forever by a vision of the Lord that befell him as he traveled on the road to Damascus.[87] Later, Saul (whose name was changed to Paul by the Lord) related a vision he had had of the heavens when he wrote that he "knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man . . . that . . . was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter."[88]
Other great visions were given to John the Revelator and are recorded in the book of Revelation. His visions cover the history of the earth, from the pre-existence to the final judgment, and reveal cataclysmic events that will occur prior to the Lord's Second Coming: two witnesses in Jerusalem whose deaths will usher in the Savior's advent; the devil's rule and the signs of his evil leaders, including the mark of the beast; the restoration and harvest of the righteous; the destruction of the devil's kingdom and his punishment; the last great cleansing of the earth; and the battle of Gog and Magog.
In the Book of Mormon, Lehi dreamed of the Tree of Life.[89] His son Nephi was privileged to not only envision his father's dream, but to interpret it (adding further insight to the vision from the information revealed to him). He saw the Redeemer and he saw John the Baptist—the prophet who prepared the way of the Lord and baptized Him.[90] Nephi's brother Jacob also saw the Lord,[91] and the Brother of Jared, Mahonri Moriancumer, saw a vision of the Lord's spirit.[92]
One of the great prophets of the Book of Mormon that we know little about was third Nephi, whose ministry was contemporary with Christ's. He had angels visit him daily, and was privileged to see the Savior's daily ministrations. This Nephi became a surrogate Christ to the people on the Western Hemisphere and mirrored the Lord's teachings and miracles to those he taught.[93]
In spite of all this evidence proving that visions and revelations occurred (even discounting the visions contained in the Book of Mormon and the Pearl of Great Price), the churches functioning during the apostasy decided that visions had ceased. And although inspiration from the Lord initiated the end of the Dark Ages, perhaps visions did in fact cease during that long period of spiritual sleep.
This all changed in A.D. 1820. In answer to his sincere prayer to know which church he should join, fourteen-year-old Joseph Smith received a startling, glorious vision of God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.
The Joseph Smith Story
Young Joseph was living with his family in Palmyra, New York, at a time when there was a great deal of religious excitement in the area. He had listened to various claims from the revivalists in and around Palmyra, but was confused as to which church was true. His mother and several of his brothers and sisters had decided to associate with the Presbyterian faith, while he became partial to the Methodist sect. However, as the religious maelstrom swirled around him, he became unsure: which was right, or were they all wrong together? It was this agony of indecision that led him to delve into the Bible for answers. He came across James 1:5 which states, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." This powerful passage of scripture led to Joseph's famous prayer in the Sacred Grove and the remarkable vision he received. He relates the experience in his own words:
I retired to the woods . . . on the morning of a beautiful, clear day, early in the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty. It was the first time in my life that I had made such an attempt, for amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally.
After I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to go, having looked around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.
But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to destruction—not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actual being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never before felt in any being—just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me.
It no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him![94]
The Lord then told Joseph that all of the churches upon the earth at that time were wrong; he must not join any of them. Their creeds were an abomination in His sight and their leaders corrupt, only drawing near to God with their lips while their hearts were far from Him. The Lord informed Joseph that these professors of religion were teaching for doctrine the commandments of men, "having a form of godliness, but [denying] the power thereof."[95] Joseph heeded the Lord's council, joined none of the churches, and waited patiently for further instructions.
In his innocence, Joseph related the circumstances of his vision to one of the Methodist preachers with whom he was acquainted, and was astounded at the man's reaction. The religionist told him with great contempt that the vision was of the devil, "that there were no such things as visions or revelations . . . that all such things had ceased with the Apostles, and that there would never be any more of them."[96]
From this point on, Joseph suffered persecution from doubters, antagonists, and enemies, but he never denied having seen a vision and he never denied receiving revelations from God. Sadly, the atmosphere of hate and distrust generated by his testimony eventually led to his martyrdom, but his untimely death did not put an end to the criticism, opposition, and disbelief of his testimony or the church he established—even to the present day.
Joseph's vision produced amazing results: it revoked the Nicene Creed, closed the Dark Ages, initiated the end of the times of the Gentiles, proved the veracity of the Bible, and began the restoration of all things. Is it any wonder that the devil attempted to destroy him and prevent the restoration of the gospel after the Lord had told him in vision not to join any of the existing religions of his day?[97]
Proselyting Helps
Visions occurred anciently, as the Bible and the Book of Mormon testify. They can come in various forms:
• Pharaoh's vision of the years of plenty and the years of famine that would befall Egypt came in the form of an inspired dream.
• A burning bush changed Moses' life when the Lord called him to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. He later received an open vision of the entire world and all its people.
• Zachariah and Mary saw the angel Gabriel in vision.
• Peter, James, and John witnessed the Savior's transfiguration.
• Through the power of the Holy Ghost, Steven saw the glory of God and Jesus standing on His right hand.
• Paul had a vision of the heavens.
• John the Revelator's vision covered the entire history of the earth, from the pre-existence to the final judgment.
• Third Nephi in the Book of Mormon was a contemporary of Jesus Christ and witnessed the Savior's daily ministrations.
• A vision of the Father and the Son was given to Joseph Smith to usher in the Restoration.
Church functionaries during the apostasy decided visions had ceased. The fact that the Lord is again giving visions to his latter-day prophets is another unique evidence of the Restoration.
In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.
2 Corinthians 13:1
Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15
Matthew 18:16
The Lord gave a sign indicating that the Restoration of all things had commenced. The sign he gave was the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, a voice from the dust.
When speaking of the gathering of Israel in double-reference prophecy, the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel described two written records that would come forth: one from the tribe of Judah (the Bible), and the other from the tribe of Joseph (the Book of Mormon). He called these records "sticks," and the Lord commanded him to take one stick and write upon it for "Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions," and to take the second stick and write upon it for "Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his companions." He then commanded Ezekiel to "join them one to another into one stick," noting that they would become "one in thine hand."[98] Both sticks are united in purpose; both records testify of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Isaiah also prophesied of the Book of Mormon when he indicated that the voices of Book of Mormon prophets would "speak out of the ground," and would "whisper out of the dust."[99] This prophesy was very literally fulfilled when Joseph Smith retrieved the gold plates from the hill Cumorah, buried there centuries earlier by the prophet Moroni.
Isaiah gave a second, very specific prophecy regarding the coming forth of the Book of Mormon. While referring to the Great Apostasy, he wrote,
Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry yet out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.
For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.
And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:
And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned.[100]
We recognize today that in addition to the general Restoration, Isaiah was seeing very specific incidents that occurred during the translation of the Book of Mormon: Martin Harris asking Professor Charles Anthon to authenticate the hieroglyphics from the gold plates, and Joseph initially feeling inadequate at the task of translation because he was uneducated.
Isaiah's prophecy continued:
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. . . .
And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.[101]
The marvelous work the Lord refers to in Isaiah was not only the restoration of the gospel, but the coming forth of the Book of Mormon and the enlightenment the world would receive when the message of its pages was promulgated.
The Lord himself in His good shepherd sermon declared to the Jews that He had other sheep than the tribe of Judah that He must visit. "[T]hem also I must bring," He declared, "and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd."[102] The sheep He was referring to were the other tribes of Israel, among them the tribe of Joseph (a remnant of which was living on the Western Hemisphere at the time). After the Lord's resurrection, He visited the Western Hemisphere and confirmed to the Nephite people that they were the ones He had been referring to.[103] This appears to confirm the blessing Father Israel gave his cherished son Joseph prior to Israel's death. He prophesied that Joseph's descendants would be "a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall," indicating that Joseph's descendants would eventually stretch beyond the confines of the promised land of Canaan and the oceanic boundaries that surrounded the Eastern Hemisphere, and dwell on the Western Hemisphere.[104]
Finally, John the Revelator had a vision wherein he saw "another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people."[105] This passage has always been interpreted by the Church to refer to the angel Moroni, and by extension, to his interaction with the Prophet Joseph Smith.
Origin of the Book of Mormon: A.D. 1823–1829
As a result of prayerful inquiry concerning which church he should join, 14-year-old Joseph Smith received a vision in 1820 in which he saw God the Father and His son, Jesus Christ. They informed him that none of the churches of his time were correct and that he must not join any of them. Satisfied for the moment, Joseph did not affiliate with any church and continued to pursue the common vocations of life. Once he told others of his vision, however, he began to suffer "severe persecution at the hands of all classes of men, both religious and irreligious," a circumstance that caused him great consternation.[106]
Three years later, on the evening of September 21, 1823, Joseph prayed and asked God to forgive him for all his sins and follies and to give him some type of a manifestation so that he would know his standing before Him. The result was the first of several visits by the angel Moroni, the same angel John the Revelator had seen in vision.[107] The angel quoted several verses from Chapters 3 and 4 of Malachi[108] and told Joseph that God had work for him to do. He revealed that Joseph's name would be held for both good and evil among all nations, kindreds, and tongues; in other words, he would be spoken of both for good and for evil among all civilizations (not unlike Paul when the Lord had Ananias heal him and then showed him the great things he would suffer for the Lord's sake).[109]
After this disconcerting introduction, Moroni told Joseph that a book written on gold plates was hidden in a hill near his home. He said the book contained an "account of the former inhabitants of this continent and the sources from whence they sprang." It also contained the "fullness of the everlasting Gospel" which the Savior had taught to those ancient inhabitants, and a device called the Urim and Thummim—two stones in silver bows, fastened to a breastplate. Those who had possessed the Urim and Thummim anciently were known as "Seers," and the device was now to be used in the translation of the gold plates because the "fullness of the Gentiles was soon to come in."[110] Joseph was told that he would not receive the plates immediately, but that when he did have them in his possession, he was not to show them to anyone unless he was commanded to do so. Finally, Moroni showed Joseph in a vision exactly where the plates were located.
Moroni appeared to Joseph three more times, giving him essentially the same message. He warned him that "Satan would try to tempt" him because of the indigent circumstances of his family, and stressed that Joseph's only objective in receiving the plates was to build the kingdom of God.
After Joseph related these experiences to his father, his father told him to do whatever the angel instructed.[111] So following Moroni's directions, Joseph immediately hiked to the spot where he knew the plates were hidden. He described the experience as follows:
Convenient to the village of Manchester, Ontario county, New York, stands a hill of considerable size, and the most elevated of any in the neighborhood. On the west side of this hill, not far from the top, under a stone of considerable size, lay the plates, deposited in a stone box. This stone was thick and rounding in the middle on the upper side, and thinner towards the edges, so that the middle part of it was visible above the ground, but the edge all around was covered with earth.
Having removed the earth, I obtained a lever, which I got fixed under the edge of the stone, and with a little exertion raised it up. I looked in, and there indeed did I behold the plates, the Urim and Thummim, and the breastplate, as stated by the messenger. The box in which they lay was formed by laying stones together in some kind of cement. In the bottom of the box were laid two stones crosswise of the box, and on these stones lay the plates and the other things with them.[112]
It would be another four years before Moroni would allow Joseph to remove the plates. During this time, he met and courted Emma Hale and on January 18, 1827, they eloped. Thereafter, they returned to the Smith family farm where on September 22, 1827, the angel Moroni finally gave Joseph possession of the gold plates. It was not long before word went abroad that Joseph had the plates and as persecution increased, "every stratagem that could be invented was resorted to" to steal the plates from him.[113] However, Joseph successfully kept the plates safe and when he had finished translating them, he returned them to the angel Moroni.
Prophecies Fulfilled
Three prophecies were fulfilled during the translation of the gold plates:
And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:
Isaiah 29:11
Joseph sent Martin Harris to New York City with a copy of some of the characters from the plates with the intent of authenticating them. Martin first went to Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell, who gave him a letter of introduction to Professor Charles Anthon requesting that he review the characters and "decipher [them], if possible."[114] Martin reported that Professor Anthon authenticated the characters and gave him a certificate stating the same. The professor then asked Martin where the characters came from. Martin told him of the angelic visit by Moroni and indicated that a portion of the record was sealed and had not been translated. Professor Anthon then retrieved the certificate he had given Martin and tore it up, saying he could not read a "sealed book"—which fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 29:11. Martin then returned to Dr. Mitchell, who proceeded to verbally authenticate the characters.[115]
. . . [A]fter I had made an abridgement from the plates of Nephi, down to the reign of this king Benjamin . . . I found these plates, which contained this small account of the prophets, from Jacob down to the reign of this king Benjamin . . . I chose these things to finish my record . . . I do this for a wise purpose; for thus it whispereth me, according to the workings of the Spirit of the Lord which is in me. And now, I do not know all things; but the Lord knoweth all things which are to come; wherefore, he worketh in me to do according to his will.
Words of Mormon 3–7
In compiling the record on the golden plates, the prophet Mormon describes records that contained a small account of the prophets, from Jacob down to the reign of King Benjamin, as well as some of the writings of Nephi. Mormon felt these were choice records, and he chose to include them despite some duplication with what he had already compiled. As the following account verifies, the Lord was obviously aware of the fact that a portion of Joseph Smith's translation of the Book of Mormon would eventually become lost.
After translating the first 116 pages of the Book of Mormon manuscript, Martin Harris, who was acting as scribe during most of this process, requested that he be allowed to show the record to his family. Joseph inquired of the Lord and was told no. A second inquiry was made at Martin's request, and again the Lord refused to let him take the pages. Martin implored Joseph to ask a third time, which he did. The Lord finally granted Martin's request on the condition that he only show the pages to his wife, his father and mother, his brother (Preserved Harris), and Mrs. Cobb, the sister of Martin's wife. Martin took the record, but eventually lost it. The result was that the Urim and Thummim and the plates were taken from Joseph. When the angel finally returned the Urim and Thummim, Joseph inquired of his standing before the Lord. As a result, he received Section 3 of the Doctrine and Covenants wherein the Lord told him that God's work could not be frustrated. The Lord chastised Joseph and told him to fear God more than man. Had he trusted the Lord, the Lord would have supported him "against all the fiery darts of the adversary." The Prophet was told that God had chosen him to do His work, but if he did that which was contrary to the commandments he had been given, he would become as other men and lose the gift of translation. It was his disobedience that had caused him to lose his privileges for a season. Nevertheless, Section 3 made it clear that the Lord's work would continue to go forth:
. . . [I]nasmuch as the knowledge of a Savior has come unto the world, through the testimony of the Jews, even so shall the knowledge of a Savior come unto my people—
And to the Nephites, and the Jacobites, and the Josephites, and the Zoramites, through the testimony of their fathers . . . and to the knowledge of the Lamanites, and the Lemuelites, and the Ishmaelites, who dwindled in unbelief because of the iniquity of their fathers . . . that the Lamanites might come to the knowledge of their fathers, and that they might know the promises of the Lord . . . and that through their repentance they might be saved.[116]
At the conclusion of the revelation, the angel again took the plates and the Urim and Thummim. He gave Joseph a few days to reconsider his position before he returned them. Joseph again asked what the Lord wanted him to do and in response, he received the revelation contained in Section 10 of the Doctrine and Covenants directing him to translate from the small plates of Nephi rather than retranslate what he had written on the 116 pages. The Lord knew that conspiring men had modified Joseph's original translation and were lying in wait to accuse him of being unable to translate the same thing over again. As a result of this experience, the first edition of the Book of Mormon contained a "Preface," a disclaimer explaining what had happened as a result of the 116 pages of translation being lost.[117]
. . . In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.
2 Corinthians 13:1
During the process of translation, it was discovered that three witnesses should be called to testify of both the gold plates and the record they contained. Moroni recorded this requirement in "The Book of Ether":
And behold, ye may be privileged that ye may show the plates unto those who shall assist to bring forth this work;
And unto three shall they be shown by the power of God; wherefore they shall know of a surety that these things are true.
And in the mouth of three witnesses shall these things be established; and the testimony of three, and this work, in the which shall be shown forth the power of God and also his word, of which the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost bear record—and all this shall stand as a testimony against the world at the last day.[118]
This was not a new requirement. It is clearly stated in both the Old and New Testaments that in the mouth of "two or three witnesses shall every word be established."[119] To fulfill this requirement, Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer requested the privilege of being the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon. After being selected, they accompanied Joseph Smith into a nearby wood where they knelt in prayer. Initially nothing happened, so Martin Harris, assuming he was the cause of the problem due to his previous loss of the 116 pages of transcript, withdrew himself from the group. A vision then opened to Joseph, Oliver, and David, and they were privileged to witness the angel Moroni and the golden plates. Joseph then sought out Martin who was praying a short distance away. He also was privileged to receive the vision and declared, "Tis enough; 'tis enough; mine eyes have beheld; mine eyes have beheld." Then jumping up he shouted, "Hosanna."[120]
Although these men viewed both the angel and the plates, they were not allowed to handle the plates. Moroni turned each page, however, so that they could observe them. Then a voice from heaven stated, "These plates have been revealed by the power of God, and they have been translated by the power of God. The translation of them which you have seen is correct, and I command you to bear record of what you now see and hear." This they did, and the testimony of these three witnesses is included in each copy of the Book of Mormon to this day.
In addition to these three witnesses, eight additional witnesses—Christian Whitmer; Jacob Whitmer; Peter Whitmer, Jun.; John Whitmer; Hiram Page; Joseph Smith, Sen.; Hyrum Smith; and Samuel H. Smith—also bore testimony to the Book of Mormon. The Prophet gives no detailed information pertaining to the viewing of the plates by the eight witnesses, merely noting in his records that the testimony was given. However his mother, Lucy Mack Smith, notes that the eight gathered at the Smith home and then retired to the woods where Joseph showed the brethren the plates and allowed them to handle them. In contrast to the three witnesses, there were no angelic ministrations and no heavenly confirmations of the correctness of the translation.[121]
In compliance with the Lord's requirements, the testimonies of both the three and the eight witnesses were placed on the last two pages of the first edition of the Book of Mormon. In subsequent editions, they have been placed at the front of the book, right after the title page, where they are highly visible.
Old Testament, New Testament, and Book of Mormon prophets all testified of the coming forth of the Book of Mormon and of incidents that would occur during its translation. As this chapter shows, all of these prophecies were fulfilled—concrete evidence of the truthfulness of the Lord's great latter-day Restoration.
Proselyting Helps
The Old Testament prophet Ezekiel described two records that would be available to mankind in the latter days: the Bible from the tribe of Judah, and the Book of Mormon from the tribe of Joseph. He called these records "sticks" and was directed by the Lord to join them "one to another" because of their united purpose. Both records testify of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
• The Lord made it clear that He had "other sheep" besides the tribe of Judah that He must visit. Among others, He was referring to the descendants of Lehi, a Book of Mormon prophet. The Book of Mormon recounts the history of these and other ancient Israelites who lived on the Western Hemisphere.
• Joseph Smith was instrumental in bringing forth the "stick of Joseph" in the early 1800s. Many prophecies were fulfilled when he received a vision of the angel Moroni, retrieved and translated the gold plates, and published the Book of Mormon.
• The Lord knew Joseph would face tribulations translating the gold plates, such as when Martin Harris lost 116 pages of the translated manuscript.
• Three witnesses (Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer) were called to testify of the gold plates and the record they contained.
• Eight additional witnesses bore testimony to the truthfulness of the Book of Mormon.
The Book of Mormon, and the fact that it was translated by Joseph Smith from gold plates revealed to him by an angel, have caused some to question the LDS faith. But the fact remains that the book was prophesied to come forth in the Restoration. Even the angel who led Joseph to the plates was seen in vision by John the Revelator. However, those who read the book and earnestly pray to know if it is authentic will be able to resolve this dilemma. The Spirit will bear witness to them that the Book of Mormon is true. We can help them by explaining the prophecies and encouraging them to follow the promise found in Moroni 10:4 to receive their own witness.
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
Matthew 3:13
No church can claim to be true if it does not have the authority to act in God's name. This authority was restored to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints during the Restoration.
Authority has always been necessary for mankind to act in God's name. Unauthorized individuals who attempt to act in God's name often suffer severe consequences. When King Saul improperly offered a sacrifice before going to war with the Philistines, the prophet Samuel angrily confronted him.
"What hast thou done?" he exclaimed.
"Because I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Michmash . . . [and would] come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I [had] not made supplication unto the Lord: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering," Saul explained.
"Thou hast done foolishly," Samuel replied. "Thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God . . . for . . . the Lord [would] have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue. . . ."[122]
On another occasion, Simon the sorcerer observed Peter bestowing the Holy Ghost on repentant individuals by the laying on of hands. He offered Peter money to obtain that authority. But Peter rebuked him saying, "Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee."[123]
A third example of the misuse of authority involves Paul the Apostle after his arrival in Ephesus. He found approximately twelve disciples there who had been baptized, and asked them if they had received the Holy Ghost. Their response was surprising.
"We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost."
Paul immediately recognized that whoever had baptized them was not of the church and did not have the authority to baptize, so he asked them, "Unto what then were ye baptized?"
"Unto John's baptism," they replied.
Paul knew this was incorrect. He recognized that whoever had baptized them had falsely claimed to have John's authority, so he explained
"John [having authority] verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus."
Paul then proceeded to rebaptize the disciples and "laid his hands upon them" in confirmation, and the Holy Ghost fell upon them and they "spake in tongues, and prophesied."[124]
Paul continued proselyting in Asia for about two years, performing many great miracles. He even sent handkerchiefs or aprons from "his body" to be used in the healing of the sick and to cast out devils. On one occasion, certain "vagabond Jews, exorcists," the seven sons of a man named Sceva (one of the chief priests of the Jews in the area) decided to duplicate the miracles Paul was performing by attempting to exorcize evil spirits from some individuals who were possessed. Although they held no authority to perform such acts, they called upon the name of the Lord saying, "We abjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth," come out of the people.
But the evil spirit replied, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?"
The evil spirit then "leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them," and they fled, "naked and wounded."[125]
Further evidence from the New Testament proving that proper authority is required to perform various functions of the gospel is recorded in connection with the call of the Lord's Apostles. In His last discourse to them prior to His betrayal, trial, and crucifixion, He stated, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you."[126] Again, when He sent the Twelve on their first mission, He gave them power to act in His name and perform the various miracles that He had been performing, including the ability to cast out unclean spirits.[127]
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/12724 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!