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For whose sake heaven and earth came into being
Historical background
The Gospel According to Thomas
In December 1945, an Arab peasant stumbled across an earthenware container. He was poking around a mountain near a town called Nag Hammadi, in Upper Egypt. The mountain was honeycombed with numerous caves, many of which had been used for burial. Hoping that the earthenware jar might contain gold the peasant smashed it with his mallet. To his utter disappointment he discovered nothing more than some papers. Altogether he found 13 leather-bound papyrus volumes, which in turn contained 52 tractates, among them the Gospel according to Thomas. The Gospel contains 114 logia, sayings of Jesus, all reprinted here verbatim in bold print, with all the original translators’ comments. Five Coptic and Hebrew scholars, all specialists in Gnosticism and primitive Christian literature, had provided the authoritative translation (first published in 1959), which I have used as the basis for my Commentary. Since their literary style approximates more the language of the King James Version of the Bible, I have chosen it over the later translation published in 1978 and 1988 as part of the Nag Hammadi Library. Though the choice of words between the two translations varies considerably, the essence of the teaching remains the same.
Before venturing any further, I wish to stress that my commentary is not directed at any person who is a satisfied member of any church, religious group or organization. If indeed this book will prove of use to anyone, than it will be to people whose hunger for esoteric knowledge has not been sated by the teaching of the group to which they at present belong. Writing the Commentary had been a process of self-discovery or, more accurately, a process of the discovery of Self. I had few sources to lean on, few if any learned dissertations to fall back on. With hardly any exceptions, the only reference I used frequently was the King James Version of the Bible.
I also do not claim to have provided exhaustive explanation of the 114 ‘sayings of Jesus’, quoted in the pages that follow. Rather, the logia invoked certain ideas, which, at the time of writing, I felt compelled to put down.
Whoever finds the explanation of these words will not taste death.
Logion 1. The Gospel According to Thomas.
When I read the words quoted above I had two choices: I could ignore them, or I could try and find out if indeed some enigmatic truth is hidden behind them. There followed a prolonged period of study. Years later I became convinced that nothing is hidden behind these portentous words. Nothing at all. The words mean exactly what they say. They are not a parable; they are a statement of fact coming from One who had, according to ensuing scriptures, proven their veracity.
From a scholarly point of view, I do not, nor did I at the time of writing, consider myself qualified to make doctrinaire pronouncements on the secrets contained in The Gospel According to Thomas. But even if I had such qualifications, I would have been reluctant to impose my conclusions on my neighbor. I might adversely affect the reader’s peace of mind. I was stuck. I wanted to share my discovery, yet, in a way, I was afraid. After all, there are countless thousands of fully accredited professors, doctors of theology, divinity, theosophy, philosophy, and hosts of other equally qualified people who busy themselves telling people how to interpret the Scriptures. But then I remembered Benjamin Hoff quoting the teaching of Lao-tse and the ancient principles of Taoism. According to Mr. Hoff, Lao-tse affirms that: “Heaven... communicates its deepest secrets to little children, animals, and fools.” I took a deep breath—I might qualify after all! I found Lao-tse’s statement particularly reassuring, since what I really had to offer to my readers was a considered opinion that everyone must interpret the Scriptures all by himself or herself.
That’s right.
At the risk of sounding pompous, I confess that this is the sum-total, the absolute summation, the deep conclusion that I have reached after years of study. Could I be wrong? Of course. But since practically all other methods aimed at the comprehension of the Scriptures had been already tried, and the world appears to be hardly better for it, I had relatively little to lose. If I am wrong, little will change. If, by any chance, I’d stumbled across something—then this book offers the Key to Immortality.
As I was saying, I have relatively little to lose.
As a resident of North America I chose to write my Commentary in the Canadian (or American) idiom while retaining the British spelling used by the translators in their English text (bold lettering). I have also retained their original punctuation, grammar and textual signs. My copy of the Gospel According to Thomas does not offer any explanations for these sings. Since, however, they appear to correspond to the signs used by the many translators of the Nag Hammadi Library [Revised Edition, James M. Robinson General Editor], I offer their abbreviated explanations of such.
[ ] Square brackets indicate a lacuna in the manuscript with the translators’ proposed reconstruction.
[...] Indicates a lacuna where the text cannot be constructed, regardless of its length.
< > Words within the pointed brackets indicate a correction of an apparent scribal omission or error.
( ) Parentheses appear to indicate material supplied by the translators, presumably deemed necessary for the proper understanding of the original text.
* I have added the asterisks as references to the translators’ comments.
These are the secret words which the Living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas wrote.
And He said: “Whoever finds the explanation of these words will not taste death.”
Shall not taste death. What more can one expect? Is a promise, an assurance of immortality enough to make us listen? Enough to make us strive? Do we really want to live that long? Most of us associate the concept of immortality (or its apparent futility) with old age, creaky joints, feebleness of mind and body; certainly not with the joie de vivre promised elsewhere in the inspired logia.
What, then, of life and death? It may come as a shock to some, but this elusive promise of immortality has little to do with the aging process. In fact, it has nothing whatever to do with that which we call life. If we equate life with our physical body, with our physiological wellbeing, then, in the words of Jesus, we are either still, or already dead.(1) In fact it is as though we had never even been born.
Life referred to by Jesus is always and exclusively Spiritual Life. We must first be awakened to it not by some symbolic gesture of dipping ourselves in water or by having water sprinkled over our unsuspecting pates.(2)
The Life referred to by Jesus is, as with everything else He taught, a State of Consciousness. It is our awareness of who we are, of our heritage, of our birthright that ultimately leads to and results in Life Eternal. Those countless souls who expect that one day someone or Someone will come to this pale blue speck of dirt hanging on invisible strings on the periphery of a forgotten galaxy and set things in order... well, they will have a long wait. One might say eternal wait. Cycle after cycle of rebirth into a human form, years of walking around in circles, the wheel of Awagawan (the coming and going), the living dead... A fairly accurate description of physical evolution. An English scientist, James Burke, once described the rate of evolution as “somewhere between dead slow and dead slow.”
The purpose of physical universe is to demonstrate the results of positive or negative thinking or attitudes by employing the concept of dualism. Black and white, up and down, red and green, loud and silent, music and noise, harmony and discord, movement and stillness. Physical life is movement. It is the manifestation of the Stillness Within. Spirit is static. It is beyond time and space. Physical life, indeed physical universe, the countless planets, stars, galaxies, are all entirely dependent on movement. On transience. That which moves has a beginning and an end. That which is static is Eternal. Unchangeable. Like Spirit. Like the Father in Heaven. Like the Heaven within us.
Whoever finds the explanation of these words shall not taste death. Whoever finds the explanation of these words will have found the true Life, the immortal, immovable center of stillness within oneself that cannot be influenced by any external factors. A stillness that is completely independent of any physical manifestations; which cannot be injured, harmed or abused by anyone, nor anything, in the physical universe. It is the center from which emanates Peace which passeth all understanding.(3)
He, who finds the explanation of these words shall have found Life eternal, shall have discovered his or her true Self. They who identify with the true Self as the sole Essence of their Being simply say: I and my Father are One.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Matthew: 22 et al.
(2). Such functions, as most other such rites, are only symbolic of the real meaning that lay behind their origin. The baptism administered to one whose consciousness is neither ready, nor might ever be ready in this present lifetime cannot be traced to any teaching of Jesus that I know of. Most Christian churches claim nowadays that the baptismal rites are to cleanse an innocent child of its inherited sin. Yet Jesus refers to children as to souls by far nearest to Heaven, to the Heavenly Father. But even if the youngsters did bear some iniquity imposed on them by their forefathers, it is hard to imagine how a perfunctory ablution might serve to absolve them of some such stigma.
Originally, the so-called seed-karma may have been the antecedent that led John the Baptist to introduce baptism. The seed-karma is said to precede the first incarnation. Alternatively, an equally ancient belief that soul leaves the human body through the thousand-petalled lotus chakra, supposedly situated at one's crown, may have been at the root, or rather the head of the custom of administering water (perhaps originally oils) to the top of one's head. It may have symbolized the will to maintain the bones in one's cranium in a flexible condition, thus aiding the soul in its desire to free itself of its earthly prison.
(3). Philippians 4:7
Jesus said: Let him who seeks, not cease seeking until he finds, and when he finds, he will be troubled, and when he has been troubled, he will marvel and he will reign over the All.
This is an accurate, and apparently universal, description of the road to self-discovery; perhaps more accurately described as the discovery of self. When first breaching the intangible chasm that separates the physical from the Higher Consciousness, the sense of ‘being troubled’ is overwhelming. One expects heavens to rend asunder and a sword of divine lightening to strike one for daring to cross this forbidden threshold.
Later, having survived this event, one marvels and the sense of wonder lingers on.
The final phase, the “reign over the All” is a more gradual process—that of dawning realization. It is a gradual awakening to one's true nature. It comes as a shock, often a series of traumatic experiences, to all that have been brought up in no matter what religion. Though one should add that seldom the realization of Self comes to those who are steeped in orthodox teachings. As it had been said: “one does not pour new wine into old skins”, or, even more strongly: “I make ALL things ne”.(1) In order to accept the new, one must let go of the old. We must let go of the old concepts, old ideas, old dogmas, old beliefs.(2) We must let go of one's past. All of it. In order to become free. Then... then New Heaven and New Earth can finally come into being in our consciousness. The experience can be quite scary. On the other hand, no one said it would be easy.
Heaven is for the daring, the brave.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Revelation 21:5 (my capitalizing)
(2). It may be of some interest that the loudest advocates of traditions are the governments (particularly military juntas) and churches. It seems that those who wish to control consciousness of other people have most to lose by letting go of the past. Traditions, be they nationalistic, religious or even cultural give us a pleasant sense of security and emotional belonging, but they are apt to anchor us in our past.
Jesus said: If those who lead you say to you: “See, the Kingdom is in heaven”, then the birds of the heaven will precede you. If they say to you: “It is in the sea,” then the fish will precede you. But the Kingdom is within you and it is without you. If you (will) know yourselves, then you will be known and will know that you are the sons of the Living Father. But if you do not know yourselves, then you are in poverty and you are poverty.
The Kingdom was, is and always will be a STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS. As such, it cannot be but: ‘within you’. One wanders why, after so many years, various religions still choose to ignore these particular assertions of Jesus. Assertions repeated almost ad nauseam in so many statements attributed to Him. Heaven is WITHIN you. Neither after death, nor above nor below. It is neither before nor after. It is neither reward nor punishment. It is a state of consciousness that comes—in time—to all that seek. We have this assurance in the previous logion. We have it repeated in the four gospels regardless of the degree of enlightenment of the translator. It shines as brightly in the King James Version of the Bible as in the Vulgate.(1) It is stated repeatedly in all the Scriptures yet, apparently, accepted by few of the so-called ‘believers’. Many religious leaders will tell us that if we are good we shall be saved. That we shall ‘go’ to heaven. Quite the contrary! Once we are saved we might begin to understand what it is to be good. You or I might be ‘good’ because we are saved—we are certainly not saved because we are ‘good’. Jesus assures us that only God is good.(2)
The second paragraph carries some of the marvel referred to in previous logion. If you will know yourselves, then you will be known and will know that you are the sons of the Living Father. Jesus is saying that you must know YOURSELF. That you must know who YOU really are, your OWN true nature. Not that you or I are sinners, nor that from the moment of birth, a tiny baby, we must strain under the millstone of the ‘original sin’.(3) He assures us that when we finally know ourselves, we shall know that we are sons of the Living Father. And when we do, most incredible things begin to happen within our consciousness. We begin to wonder, again with that marvel mentioned above, just who is this mysterious Father. This Living Father. In time we find out. And then our realization of truth deepens. And finally, when we are ready, we shall rein over the All.
But wait! We are told that “the Kingdom of heaven is within you and without you.” Isn't it obvious? Everything, absolutely EVERYTHING that our senses, our imagination, our emotions or our minds can touch is a State of Consciousness. The true reality. The TRUTH. It cannot be otherwise. The trick is to identify oneself with the cause and not with the result. The cause is always the Spirit. The Higher Self. The Father in Heaven. It is that which precedes our minds or our mental perception. The physical is the ultimate result. The end product of a creative process.
FOOTNOTES
(1). The Vulgate is the Latin version of the Bible prepared by St. Jerome (c.347 - 419?), which is recognized by the Roman Catholic Church as the Authorized Version.
(2). In Matthew 19:16-17 Jesus remonstrates with a follower saying: "Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God..."
(3). In my essay entitled “Pleasure” [BEYOND RELIGION I, Inhousepress 1997, 2001, 2002, Smashwords 2010] I make the following comment: “The original sin had been invented by St. Augustine in the 4th century AD. The concept does not exist in the Christian Bible, nor in the Jewish Torah. And so says Mathew Fox, a Catholic priest”.
Jesus said: The man old in days will not hesitate to ask a little child of seven days about the place of Life, and he will live. For many who are first shall become last and they shall become as a single one.
This is a little more complicated. At least, at first sight. To understand this logion fully we would best look up prophet Isaiah. He tells us: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”(1) A child of seven days. In all scriptural writings the number seven symbolizes perfection, a state of completion. The world was completed in six days and on the seventh day God ended his work, which he had made.(2) The work was done; the state of completion, of wholeness has been achieved.
Isaiah was talking, of course, about the new State of Consciousness, which is (shall be) born in peoples’ awareness. After long struggles, people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.(3) Light, in the Bible, invariably symbolizes divine knowledge, or more accurately, the Source of Divine Knowledge.
Now we return to the logion.
A man old in days is you and I. We are old in days. Contrary to the Spirit, we are held in a matrix of time. We are old, perhaps tired. And then, often suddenly, we become aware of a new state of consciousness within us. Note: always within us. A State of Consciousness so new that we refer to It as a child. A child of seven days. A perfect child. We do not hesitate to ask this child, this new state of awareness about the place of Life. We already know the answer. We have discovered the Stillness. A state of immortality. Little wonder that we shall Live. We came into this world first, but now we are more than willing to give reins of our kingdom, our state of consciousness, to this new found awareness. To this Child. We are willing to become second fiddle, to become last. To become as a single one with That which is born within us.
Eventual realization of this singularity is later exemplified in the statement “I and (my) father are one.”(4)
FOOTNOTES
(1). Isaiah 9:6 et seq. (my emphasis)
(2). Genesis 2:2
(3). Isaiah 9:2
(4). John 10:30
Jesus said: Know what* is in thy sight, and what is hidden from thee will be revealed to thee. For there is nothing hidden which will not be manifest.
*(Translators’ comment) or: “him who”.
There are no secrets. There never were. Jesus spoke in parables not to confuse us only to help us. But it hadn’t been easy to address people who could neither read nor write. People whose main concern had been to ‘make the ends meet,’ to feed their children, to assure a roof over their heads. People refused to believe that That which is within them is greater than that which is without. That He who created the Within also created the without. By observing the result we learn about the Cause. And the result is, of course, the universe around us. God, the Creative Force, is manifest in all that we can see, smell, taste, hear, feel, imagine, grasp with our minds. It is an illusion God creates for us to help us in our purpose.
The logion further suggests that the Truth is right in front of our noses, that it is immediately apparent; that we can discover this sublime Reality in our immediate vicinity—without resorting to profound philosophical or theological dissertations.
The translators suggest an alternate meaning to this legion. Know him who is in thy sight. If we accept this meaning, than the revelation is even more profound. It means that once we discover Him who is within us, within our sight, all else shall be revealed to us. A tempting offer indeed!
His disciples asked Him, they said to Him: Wouldst thou* that we fast and how should we pray (and) should we give alms, and what diet should we observe? Jesus said: Do not lie; and do not do what you hate, for all things are manifest before Heaven.* For there is nothing hidden that shall not be revealed and there is nothing covered that shall remain without being uncovered.
(*Translators’ comments) “How wouldst thou”
(*Translators’ comments) “Heaven”: perhaps originally “the Truth”.
How severely the divine patience is tested by the well meaning but still oh... so ignorant followers. Jesus tells them of the Divine Consciousness, of the Kingdom NOT of this world, of the Life within, and they, His very own disciples, ask Him about their diet! Jesus ignores them. Do not lie. Do not do what you hate. Why? Because when you do, you place other things before the Truth. Truth must come first. Always. The Spiritual Truth. Because whatever you do is known to your own Higher Self. Because by lying you separate yourself from your Higher Self. From the Child within waiting to be born.
For there is nothing that you do that is or can be hidden from your own true Self. Nothing. After all, though you do not know it yet, the Child is perfect. Complete. It already knows that you and It (He) are one. And the Child is Wonderful, The Prince of Peace. How could It possibly do something It hates? How can you?
Jesus said: Blessed is the lion which the man eats and the lion will become man; and cursed is the man whom the lion eats and the lion will become man.*
(*Transl. comment) “the man will become lion.”
Here we go back to Biblical symbolism. Lion symbolizes a known, if considerable difficulty to be overcome (as against a dragon which lurks deep in our subconscious).(1) Man is the expression, a manifestation of his internal life. Of his inner struggles. Whatever we overcome that we become. The difficulty becomes a victory. We win battles. We develop faith in our own power. We begin to identify with that within us, which is invincible. Almighty. We become Princes. Then Kings. Ultimately we will rein over the all (logion 2).
Whatever overcomes us, however, also becomes manifest in our mortal nature. Blessed is the man who overcomes great difficulties. He must first become aware of them. He must face them and win. All difficulties are placed in our path for one single purpose: to bring us closer to our true Self. To spiritualize our consciousness.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Kapuscinski, Stanislaw: Dictionary of Biblical Symbolism; ebook from INHOUSEPRESS.
And He said: The Man is like a wise fisherman who cast his net into the sea full of small fish; among them he found a large (and) good fish, that wise fisherman, he threw all the small fish down into the sea, he chose the large fish without regret. Whoever has ears to hear let him hear.
There are many roads leading to Heaven. In fact, as many as there are people in the world. A man casts his net; he tries to cast as broad, as wide reaching a net as he can, to study as many alternative routes as possible. He studies philosophies of the ancients, religions reaching back to the dawn of humanity, religions which originated a mere 2000 years ago, New Age trends and avocations. He studies sciences, mathematics, arts, music. Many, many small fish. At least a wise man has initiated his search. But in his inexperience he searches everywhere. It makes one wonder at the words of the psalmist: “If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.”(1) Searching for that which is everywhere yet nowhere. For that which is intangible, which does and can exist only on one’s consciousness.
It is like not seeing the trees for the forest.
Jesus makes it easy for us all. He states and repeats again and again: “Heaven is within you.” True, it is manifested also without you, but why search far and wide when that which you search for is right here? It cannot be closer to you than your own heart. Your soul.
When the wise fisherman finds this one, singular wonderful prize, this good large fish, this idea-concept, he throws all other fish (ideas-concepts-speculations) away. He keeps only the one. The one that cannot get away. The one within.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Psalm 139:8
Jesus said: See, the sower went out, he filled his hand he threw. Some (seeds) fell on the road; the birds came, they gathered them. Others fell on the rock and did not strike root in the earth and did not produce ears. And others fell on the thorns; they choked the seed and the worm ate them. And others fell on the good earth; and it brought forth good fruit; it bore sixty per measure and on hundred twenty per measure.
This logion is very similar to the previous one. Jesus found it necessary to describe the same philosophy, the same truth in many different ways in the hope that at least one of them might fall on good earth and bear fruit. The teaching is so simple a child has no problems understanding it.
I am reminded of a statement made by the late Edgar Cayce, the man known as the sleeping prophet. Once asked which version of the Bible is the nearest to the true meaning of the Old and New Testaments, he replied (inter alia) “....remember that the whole gospel of Jesus Christ is, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy mind, thy heart and thy body; and thy neighbor as thyself. Do this and thou shalt have eternal life.’ The rest of the book is trying to describe that.”(1)
How true.
We learn by trial and error.
We are like the sower who casts his seed on untested soil. We struggle. All Jesus was trying to do was to make life easier for us. “Come to me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”(2) Tired of trying, of abortive efforts. Of endless failures. Apparently it does not have to be so difficult. Just: “love My presence within you as well as My presence all around you...” He seems to be saying. The rest will fall into place. All by itself.
Seems easy.
FOOTNOTES
(1). THE EDGAR CAYCE READER #2.
(2). Matthew 11:28
Jesus said: I have cast* fire upon the world, and see, I guard it until it (the world) is afire.
*(Transl. comments): “I have cast” read probably: “I have come to cast”
In the scriptures, fire always symbolizes cleansing. The cleansing of our consciousness. Ridding our minds of the dross accumulated over years of abortive efforts. Ridding us of the dross forced into our minds by the countless religions over countless thousands of years. The admonition is to Know Thyself. Not to know your local church or your local religious leader. If it or he helps you towards the attainment of the knowledge of Self, all's well and good. If he forces upon you his or her own ‘ideas’—run. You can listen to his or her words or to the words of Jesus. It's your choice.
This is not an anti-religious dissertation. I firmly believe that (almost) every religion (church, sect) is started in the name of the highest possible ethical standards. I also believe that for some, it is better to practice their religion for an hour on a Sunday, than not to reflect on their inner potential at all. Unfortunately after a new sect comes into being, in order to survive, it must grow. As the organization grows, it gains power. It becomes a kingdom. Earthly kingdom. It starts with a cleansing process, with fire, but soon it drowns in its own accumulated dross. It begins to control people. It takes from people a divine gift: the gift of free will.
Then, in a show of intuitive rebellion, yet a new religion comes. And the cycle repeats itself.(1) It may surprise many that Jesus had never started a religion. In fact He had nothing good to say about any religion of His time. He invariably advocated direct contact with the divinity within us. Never through an intermediary.
The fire is not a punishment. He who is the embodiment of love does not punish. Fire is sustained in this world, i.e.: in this, the physical state of consciousness, until this state becomes cleansed. Purified. Ultimately—made whole.
FOOTNOTES
1. In the first World Council of Churches (1948) Meeting, more than 200 churches, (sects, denominations) met in an attempt to resolve their differences. Needless to say, no unification has been achieved. And those were only Christian denominations. How may other are there? How many came into being since 1948?
Jesus said: This heaven shall pass away and the one above it shall pass away, and the dead are not alive and the living shall not die. In the days when you devoured the dead, you made it alive; and you come into light, what will you do? On the day when you were one, you became two. But when you have become two, what will you do?
This heaven, and all heavens, is progressively higher and higher state of consciousness. Higher state of awareness. There is no limit to the evolution of consciousness. There can be no limit to the expansion of the concept of God. How long does it take to encompass Infinity?
The dead are the spiritually dead. Those who are not as yet aware of their Divine heritage. The living cannot die because they identify with that which is Immortal within them. Their consciousness is no longer centered on the material, transient world. It is completely assimilated into that which is indestructible. They are in this world but not of this world.
To devour the dead means to overcome that, which is spiritually dead, i.e.: our lower nature, our physical or material or transient state of consciousness. By overcoming it we rise to a higher level.
We become alive.
And here Jesus indulges in a very rare moment of philosophy. He says: When you come into light, what will you do? In the Scriptures, Light is spiritual knowledge. Always. We might as well agree here, once and for all, that Jesus taught only, exclusively, inconvertibly spiritual Truth. What you did with your physical body was of very little interest to Him. That which was physical or material was dead to Him. It was the result, whereas Jesus had been concerned only with the Cause. Life meant always Spiritual Life. The soul, the consciousness the Inner Self was all that He’d ever cared about.
When Jesus muses: what will you do? He muses about your and mine, perhaps anyone’s spiritual future. Many have mused before Him, many since. There are religions, which insist that when we die, we shall go to heaven (assuming we earned it, of course). There, they say, we shall be eternally happy, apparently sitting on the side or in front or next to an exalted throne, upon which a god will sit. The god's face will be old and kindly, with just enough severity radiating from his splendid features to scare the laggards into behaving themselves. Others, particularly the TV evangelists, admonish us to hurry up! The Millennium is coming, they say. For a thousand years you will be happy! Whether you like it or not!
...you come into light, what will you do?
As previously stated, there is no end to God, there is no end to the expansion of our consciousness. That which is within us is infinite. That which is within you is You. The real You. So... what will you do? Now you have come into the light. You have acquired some knowledge. In the Scriptures Jacob symbolizes such a condition. Jacob is a soul, a state of consciousness, finally aware of its spiritual nature, but not yet aware of its divine origin. The first step.
...what will you do?
On the day you were born into this physical world, you were One. You were a single spark of God, a singular, individual drop of the Infinite Ocean of Divine Love. And you became two. You became the proud possessor of a dual nature. Your Higher Self remained within the temple of your heart, and your lower nature, the personality, came into being of its own.
Well, at this stage some continue on the path, others take a rest, still others take a side road leading to nowhere. Not through ill will. Perhaps they are afraid. The promises do seem too good to be true!
It is up to us. You and me.
Always.
Yet the strange thing is that it is not the destination that really matters so much. The destination is an ever-receding horizon, ever-unfolding wonder, marvel, miraculous existence. What really matters then—is the trip. The journey. The experience. So please, please enjoy it. As so many wise men will tell you, you only have one life to live. Even if it is eternal.
There is no purpose to life but life itself.
The process of becoming.
The disciples said to Jesus: We know that thou wilt go away from us. Who is it who shall be great over us? Jesus said to them: Wherever you have come, you will go to James the righteous for whose sake heaven and earth came into being.
It must have been truly heartbreaking. After all these years, after all the lessons, direct as well as in the form of countless parables, after shedding constant example... what a question! Who is it who shall be great over us?
Why is it that people have such inherent need to be slaves? If not priests then psychiatrists, if not kings then politicians, if not nobility then demagogues who usurped power by force. Recent history of Central America is such a painful example of this human weakness. No sooner had one regime been disposed of by a gallant junta, always in the name and at the cost of the oppressed, when the new regime became the oppressors. Da capo al fine. A rondo capriccioso. Like some strange, capricious dance of a snake swallowing its own tail. In a sense, we all seem to be doing the same thing at our own, individual level. Who shall be great over us?
James. James the righteous. Wherever you have come. Whatever state of consciousness you have reached, go to James the righteous. After all, it is for him that this marvelous dualistic system came into being. The heaven and the earth. The two states of consciousness, which immediately show the results of your thoughts, decisions, actions. But most of all, as I mentioned in my comments on the previous logion, it is an eternal process of becoming.
James, in the New Testament, is the English equivalent of Jacob. That's right. The man who is already aware of his spiritual nature. Not any more, as yet, but he is already aware of it. That's all. Go to him. He is the righteous. He is thinking right. He has already started. Until this first spark of enlightenment he was dead. Go to him.
If any of what you are reading here makes any sense to you, then he is you. Not if you agree with it all, only if it makes any sense. Go into your own heart.
Jesus said to his disciples: Make a comparison to Me and tell Me whom I am like. Simon Peter said to Him: Thou art like a righteous angel. Matthew said to Him: Thou art like a wise man of understanding. Thomas said to Him: Master, my mouth will not at all be capable of saying whom Thou art like. Jesus said: I am not thy Master, because thou hast drunk, thou hast become drunk from the bubbling spring which I have measured* out. And He took him, He withdrew, He spoke three words to him. Now when Thomas came to his companions, they asked him: What did Jesus say to thee? Thomas said to them: If I tell you one of the words which He said to me, you will take up stones and throw at me; and fire will come from the stones and burn you up.
*(Transl. comment) “measured”; perhaps: “dug”.
Jesus said: I am not your Master.
What then? The Lord? The Son of God? God Itself?
“I am not your master. You have been born free. You came into being as a Divine Spark of Infinite Consciousness. You are an immortal Entity. Many will try to enslave you by opposing themselves between you and your and my Father, but not I.”
You have drunk from the bubbling spring. You have drunk of the knowledge of the eternal, inexhaustible spring of Life. Perhaps too fast, too much. Perhaps you identify the man at the Spring with the Spring Itself. Look closer. The Spring is also within you. Bubbling. Waiting for you, offering you all you can drink. Look...”
One can only wonder at what ghastly secret Jesus must have told Thomas. What terrible knowledge must have been imparted to his disciple, the consequences of which would result in instant stoning. Instant death. In the days of Jesus only one such transgression called for such frightful punishment. Blasphemy. Blasphemy against the unspeakable name of god. The Hebrew god. The god of vengeance. And the secret? I suspect that Jesus told Thomas the truth about His divine origin. Not only His own but also Thomas’s. Such realization would have been traumatic. To most people it is equally as traumatic today. Yet it is the Psalmist who had first spoken the three unspeakable words: Ye are gods.(1) Sons, daughters, of God.
To other disciples, two thousand years ago, such an assertion would have sounded like blasphemy. Today not many have the inner strength to face a mirror, look deep into their own eyes, search out the mysterious Self within the depth of their own intent unwavering gaze and say: Be still, and know that I am God.(2) You don’t think so? Try it.
Later, it is for enunciating this very Truth that Jesus had been crucified. Perhaps when He took Thomas aside he tried not to think about the rest of the Psalmist's promise. Ye are gods...said David, whose name became the symbol of Divine Love, Ye are gods... but ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.
We all know the Psalmist was right about the second part of his promise. How about the first?
FOOTNOTES
(1). Psalm 82:6
(2). Psalm 46:10
Jesus said to them: If you fast, you will beget sin for yourselves, and if you pray, you will be condemned, and if you give alms, you will do evil to your spirits. And if you go into any land and wander in the regions, if they receive you, eat what they set before you, heal the sick among them. For what goes into your mouth will not defile you, but what comes out of your mouth, that is what will defile you.
Fast from what. Meat, vegetables, fruit?
We are told not to abstain from Spiritual Food. Not to refrain from raising our consciousness to admit Light, to admit spiritual knowledge. If we do, we shall beget sin for ourselves. In the New Testament, the Greek word hamartia or hamartano, translated as sin, originates from the sport or archery. Literal meaning is missing the mark. Missing the heart of the problem. Fasting of any nature is missing the point. When we concentrate on abstaining from ‘physical’ food, we are preoccupied with our bodies; not with our spiritual nature. What we eat is, we are told, of little or no consequence. What we feed our souls—is.
Again we are reminded that Jesus was neither a dietician nor a doctor of medicine. Jesus healed the state of mind, or more accurately, the state of consciousness that hindered the flow of the creative energy or the life force to which Jesus referred as Spirit. He regarded human body as a spiritual idea, and spiritual ideas, by definition, are perfect even as the Spirit is perfect. When left alone, our physical body functions as the Spirit would have it function. However... we have been granted free will.(1) From the moment we learn to walk, we assert our puny egos by setting our will in direct opposition to the Spirit. Every teenager does this towards his or her parents. When they (we) grow up, they (we) do it in relation to our Higher Self. Edgar Cayce once said that there is only one sin, and that is selfishness. The little self. Ego. Ego (personality) is what keeps us apart from the Whole. Individuality (from Latin individuus or indivisible) is what draws us together.
Perhaps it should be mentioned that physical cures attributed to Jesus had been the by-products of His healing influence, not its purpose. Jesus knew well that all things physical are transient. A cure of a physical abrasion, inadequacy, disease, would never be permanent. We are gods, but we shall die like men. No matter what the ‘cure’.
And now we come to the more difficult part: ...and if you pray you will be condemned. A strange statement. How can prayer bring about condemnation? Thomas in his ardent effort to jot down all that Jesus had said must have done so in somewhat of a hurry. This logion is quite obviously a continuation of logion 6, in which Jesus apparently chose to ignore the question. Here He answers it fully. To understand the answer, however, we must backtrack a little and study the Biblical, or Scriptural language. When the scribes of the Old Testament wanted to describe ‘spiritual’ prayer, they referred to it as going towards, or up to, a mountain. Or at least a hill. The higher the better. By this metaphor the scribes tried to imply the raising of one’s consciousness. Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, Amos, all the prophets, indeed Jesus Himself went up the mountain. They each raised their individual consciousness. They aspired to direct contact with their Higher Self. With the Father in Heaven. That was real prayer.
What the Jews meant by prayer, however, was quite different. When they ‘prayed’ they asked for ‘things’ concerning their physical wellbeing. For things which would make their physical lives more comfortable, all too often at the expense of their neighbor. Now this is the type of prayer that Jesus said would condemn you. Why? First––because it deviates our efforts from the edification of our individual souls. Secondly––because it presupposes that our Higher Self, our Father, doesn't know much better than we what is good for us. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.(2)
...and if you give alms, you will do evil to your spirits. This seems the most difficult, almost blood curling statement. You give alms, and for your generosity you do evil to your sprit. But is it so absurd? Let us look at the previous statement. God, Spirit, knows exactly what It is doing. It places all people in circumstances that are absolutely mandatory for them to raise their consciousness. It carefully lays out circumstances in which those lucky souls can raise themselves above their present level. It may have taken many years, perhaps lifetimes, to set up just the right conditions. The Spirit, or more precisely the Law of the Spirit, is very exacting. And then, a presumptuous do-gooder comes along and changes the exigent circumstances. He, or she, gives material alms and thus drags the delinquent soul back to the physical awareness.
It is very difficult to be blessed and not to share one’s blessings. But we must be very careful. We must always give, but give with tremendous discrimination. I do not mean that we should spend hours on assessing who is the most needy. A rich-man is probably much poorer spiritually than one sleeping on a park bench. If we offer the wrong gift at the wrong time to the wrong person, we shall bear the resultant karma; which simply means that, as with everything else, we shall bear the consequences of our actions. We shall be responsible. We must never loose sight that the sole purpose of our earthly life is to advance our learning process—it is a search for our Kingdom.(3)
And by the way. If we should have given and didn’t, we are quite as guilty. We miss the mark (i.e.: we ‘sin’) just as badly, as if we gave the right thing to the wrong person. It is not easy being gods.
Even apprentice gods.
The admonition to eat what they set before you carries a dual meaning. The first meaning is directed at the Jews steeped in Hebrew traditions.(4) It is intended to set them free from outdated regulations. Jesus says that ‘physically’ they (we) may eat with no regard to the Jewish laws controlling the preparation of food. Such laws were of vital importance when the Jews had been wondering the desert (spiritual desert), when the level of their mental and spiritual development were such that the physical awareness constituted the dominant aspect of their consciousness. But now Light came into the world, and Light is knowledge. Comestibles are no longer of paramount importance. It is the spiritual food that matters. Thus we come to the second, the deeper meaning of the admonition.
We often hear the expression that we are what we eat. Well, according to Jesus, we are not. At best, we are what we think, although more precisely we are what we believe we are. Thoughts are things. If we control our thoughts, the physical body will take care of itself. Our thoughts come out of our mouths as words, as ideas. We must control them lest they defile us.
FOOTNOTES
(1). We must acknowledge that anything that is perfect is, by definition, in a state of stasis. You can’t improve on perfection. The gift of free will allows us to experiment, to rise to ever-new heights, to reach and cross new horizons. In the process we are in danger of missing the mark (sin), and an influx of the life-force (intelligence) is necessary to set us on the straight and narrow. It may be of interest to readers that if it weren’t for mutations, evolution would grind to a stop. Yet mutations are little more than natures ‘mistakes’ (sins) or departures from an established path.
(2). Matthew 6:34
(3). Incidentally. When we do, we discover to our amazement that the Kingdom is already here.
(4). Few of us seem to realize that Jesus was first and foremost an iconoclast. In spite of this, Christians, as a rule, are enamoured with traditions of every imaginable sort.
Jesus said: When you see Him who was not born of woman, prostrate yourselves upon your face and adore Him: He is your Father.
We are all born of a woman. We are physical beings. At least—we think we are. Jesus disputes that. He claims that we are spiritual beings finding a temporary abode in physical envelopes of flesh. Not bodies possessed of a soul, but Soul expressing Itself through a body. A very fundamental difference. It is a question of a point of view.
Throughout the ages mystics have advocated contemplation as a prerequisite to spiritual growth. Those who practice contemplation, who climb the highest mountain—as the Biblical prophets would call it—can expect, in time, to behold that which cannot be seen with physical eyes. It cannot be seen, measured, weighed or dissected in a laboratory. We can behold, perhaps experience, perhaps sense with supra-natural senses, the essence of our true being. We sense that which is not born of a woman. We sense that which is born of Spirit. That is our Father. It is the Center of our Consciousness, our indivisible conjunction with the Infinite. It is that within us which is immortal, indestructible. It is the Source of our existence. Some experience this Essence as Light, some as heavenly music, some personify It into a quasi-human form. However It chooses to reveal Itself to us, we all fall on our faces and adore It.
The trick is to grasp that instant of eternity. Behold, I come as a thief,(1) in the night, unexpectedly. If we do not cease the moment... it might pass. We must live in a state of preparedness. In constant vigilance. Within an atmosphere of attentive expectation. To recognize Spirit we must live like spiritual beings. No one said it would be easy.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Revelation 16:15
Jesus said: Men possibly think that I have come to throw peace upon the world and they do not know that I have come to throw divisions upon the earth, fire, sword, war. For there shall be five in a house: three shall be against two and two against three, the father against the son and the son against the father, and they will stand as solitaries.
Those of us who still expect that Jesus shall return in full glory as the ex cathedra ruler of the world and that He shall declare universal or at least global peace for a thousand years, well, they better read this logion again. It is evident that Jesus found it necessary to repeat and redefine ad nauseam that His interest, His philosophy, His all-consuming attention is centered on, and directed exclusively towards, the soul, and not the body. Bodies are dispensable, exchangeable, reducible into dust from whence they came. Why is it that so many of us cannot understand this simple truth? Why is this truth as difficult to understand today, as it must have been some 2000 years ago?
...ye are of this world: I am not of this world.(1)
“What you see with your eyes is maya. An illusion. What you perceive with your senses is a feeble mirage of the splendor within. The true reality, the only reality, is Spirit,” He seems to be saying. Again and again.
...I am not of this world,(2) Jesus declares repeatedly. My Kingdom is not of this world...(3) He repeats on and on and on... Whatever He taught seems to have fallen, and continues to fall, on dead ears. WHY DO YE NOT UNDERSTAND MY SPEECH?(4) He asks another time. Why can’t you understand me?
Why can’t we?
It is well evident that Jesus was willing to do everything in his power to open the eyes and the ears of His people. Under the circumstances, He was often forced to take chances with being misunderstood. His words almost invariable carry a double meaning. The interpretations will depend upon the level to which the listener’s consciousness has unfolded. The first is the so-called ‘fundamental’ (à la lettre, verbatim, or literal) interpretation. It might be said that it deals with the letter rather than the spirit of the law. In this logion, the fundamental meaning that fire, sword, wars, even as the breakdown of families... all such horrors are, comparatively speaking, of no consequence. None of these really matter. What truly matters is spiritual awakening. If it takes strife, fire, sword, war—so be it. No millennium of peace and lackadaisical boredom.
Only be careful! Love thy neighbor. The fire is cleansing, the swords cuts us off from redundant appurtenances, the wars... the wars we fight daily with our egos. The families? The mind-sets resulting from years of abortive repetition. Whole families of errors. And thus we come to the deeper, the spiritual meaning.
The five in a house are our five principle states of consciousness, our inner and outer ‘bodies’: the spiritual, mental, causal, emotional and physical.(5) Elsewhere in the Scriptures such wars, such battles are compared to earthquakes: ...and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.(6) These earthquakes, even as the wars, take place within our consciousness. We must win by loosing attachment to the nonessentials. When the Spirit commands, we must be ready to give up every single old, cozy, comfortable, established idea. Behold, I make all thing new.(7) He certainly did. This is the spiritual meaning. We must never lose sight that Jesus taught only spiritual knowledge. The Spirit is the only reality, the only truth He recognized. He left unto Caesar things that are Caesar’s.(8) He left earthly matters to those who were interested in them.
He wasn’t.
Should we be?
FOOTNOTES
(1). John 8:23
(2). John 17:16
(3). John 18:36
(4). John 8:43
(5). A ‘house,’ even as a town, city, tent, village or any other spatial constraint wherein one resides for any length of time invariably symbolizes various states of consciousness. For more information refer to DICTIONARY OF BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM by the author.
(6). Revelation 16:18
(7). Revelation 21:5
(8). Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:17, Luke 20:25, paraphrase.
Jesus said: I will give you what eye has not seen and what ear has not heard and what hand has not touched and (what) has not arisen in the heart of man.
The gifts of Spirit are always individual. Every one of us is a unique, un-repeatable expression of the sum total of all that we have accumulated over countless lives (embodiments) of our existence.(1) There are no two blades of grass that match each other exactly, let alone two human beings. That much we know.
What Jesus is referring to here is the uniqueness of our inner states of consciousness. We each express a condition of Spirit that cannot be repeated. Neither now nor ever in time. What Jesus had been teaching his disciples was to examine, to see and hear that which is within them. To see what no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, what no hand has touched. He was teaching them to look inwards, to get to know themselves. To do that, a new consciousness must arise in the heart of man. In our hearts.
FOOTNOTES
(1). Spiritually we have but one life—with neither beginning nor end.
The disciples said to Jesus: Tell us how our end will be. Jesus said: Have you then discovered the beginning so that you inquire about the end? For where the beginning is, there shall be the end. Blessed is he who shall stand at the beginning, and he shall know the end and he shall not taste death.
The beginning is our original place. Heaven. A reality of infinite potential.
A Virtual Reality.
We embarked on a great, great journey. We learn, we study, we seek, knock... We arrive back were we had started. The original place. Heaven. In some ways, we’ve never left. Only now we are of some use. We paid our dues. We have learned. He who arrives there shall not taste death. He is no longer able to loose touch with his true Self. He and his Higher Self are One.
He has achieved immortality.
Jesus said: Blessed is he who was before he came into being. If you become disciples to Me and hear My words, these stones will minister to you. For you have five trees in Paradise, which are unmoved in summer or in winter and their leaves do not fall. Whoever knows them will not taste death.
To convey His message Jesus found it necessary to repeat the same truth in a thousand different ways. Sometimes changing the words, just slightly, in the hope that a new angle, a new slant would break through the built up barriers of the listeners’ mind-set. It seems ironic that even such constant repetition did not assure Him of being understood. Neither by His nor by our contemporaries.
Once again, as in logion 18, He refers to the pre-birth condition. To the state the soul is in just prior to entering or assuming a physical body. Until this instant of eternity the soul is free.(1) It is beyond time and space. It is in Paradise. Furthermore when in this high state of consciousness, these stones will minister to you. In this state of consciousness, we (shall) have total command over all aspects of physical reality.
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