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Introduction for Grownups
What makes some children, as well as their parents, behave as they do nowadays? Some of the possible reasons are examined in this study of a group of intelligent children. It’s about the meetings they hold to discuss everything about life today and in the future. In many subjects, they soon find they are better informed than many of their elders. When they apply their devastating logic to analyse what they are told, and what they learn elsewhere, their conclusions range from hilarious to the deadly serious.
The Subjects they explore include Computers, Alien Visitations, Politics, Creation, Human Behaviour, The Supernatural, Time Travel, Evolution and Religion. Plus comments on Cosmology, as well as Astrology, and the probable end of the civilised World as we, or rather they know it. Their conclusions often raise more questions than provide answers, but they might also prompt relevant readers to reconsider their attitude towards children, as well as the questions they ask. Especially in the light of the, rapidly accelerating, information revolution surrounding, and even submerging, many of us today.
Things are not as cosy as they used to be, and will never be again. We cannot any more keep children quiet with patronising answers. They can now easily find out about all kinds of things, and in ways that earlier generations never could, as this book shows! When the members of the Junior Philosophical Society apply their devastating youthful logic to what they discover, and then compare it with what the older generation tries to tell them, the seeds of distrust already sown, inevitably begin to grow! Finally, when some of their parents begin to suspect what is going on, they too react in ways that reflect how they were brought up!
TV newscasters routinely tell us that some of the pictures about to be shown may be disturbing to sensitive viewers. Some concerned parents will immediately reach for the On/Off switch. But many of them don’t make it in time, or don’t care. Often, inevitably, they aren’t even there and children watching alone will surely continue to watch. Their intelligence, and perhaps most of all sensitivity, will determine their level of understanding of what follows.
But there are still problems even if the ‘Off’ option is exercised. Children immediately want to know why. Almost any kind of answer will make them curious. Then, sooner or later, watch something most adults would think they shouldn’t, they surely will. They’ll probably be alone at the time too. The question is, how old, or even how young, should any sensitive child be, to be safely exposed to what adults can see most nights of the week? Do we really know? Are time and age limits really effective when children are not all the same.
Children learn from what they hear, see, and experience directly. More and more now, they are becoming influenced by the information technology explosion in all its manifestations. When they compare what they learn from it, with what they learn erratically from their parents and dogmatically from some of their teachers, their feelings about society and its behaviour must become more and more confused. The seeds of distrust of society, as well as of their parents and teachers must surely grow in their receptive young minds, and soon become reinforced. Could this be why some of them become withdrawn and insecure, while others become aggressive and contemptuous of any kind of authority?
This book identifies many of the things intelligent children want to know about today. It also explores how they get to know about things, and how they react to the ways adults do, or do not, understand and behave towards them. Children, unlike many adults, do not make up their minds rapidly about things and then only look for that new event, or piece of information, which confirms what they’ve decided is right, ignoring anything else.
They take everything in and analyse it logically and, as what follows shows, their observations can range from hilarious to deadly serious … and often even controversial.
The book is designed for browsing. It can be dipped into almost anywhere, backwards and forwards, depending upon the reader’s interests and personal beliefs.
This book is dedicated to Livia and Ian.
Cover photo by the author.
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Author´s comment.
About the author
THE JUNIOR PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY - My diary and the Minutes. How I got it all started!
My name is Alan Charles and I’m eleven and three quarters years old. I live in a village near the end of a little town in Southern England. There isn’t much for children to do here, but I do have some good friends and we like to meet and discuss things that seem important to us about the world. The things we can’t discuss with our parents.
Before we started our society, I used to do things differently. Every night, if it seemed important I wrote things down in my secret diary. Things about what I heard and saw and read about. Everything to do with growing up and understanding about life. Then I got a computer for my birthday last year and started to copy everything into it as well as anything new that turns up. Nowadays, I still do that, and I also keep things ready for our next meeting, or for when we next discuss that special subject. If I can’t remember everything that happened I don’t worry about it. I decided some time ago that’s a good way to sort out the really important things.
I got fed-up trying to write everything in my diary every day, there wasn’t enough space. There’s more room in an ordinary notebook, but a computer is better. It’s so much quicker, and safer from grown-ups wanting to see everything in it. I can switch the screen very fast if anyone comes in to have a look! With my word-processing program, the files can be any size I want to make them. It took me some time to enter what I’d written in the old way in my notebook, even though it was mostly only one entry to put in at the end of each week. Now at last, after a lot of work, I’ve got everything up-to-date, and I´ve burnt my old diary. Reading through it all now, on the screen, I soon realised that there’s so much I don’t understand and want to discuss with my friends, so I’ve worked out how to do it.
I’ve decided to start a new Club and hold the meetings at home, here upstairs in My Room. My parents say I can, as long as we’re not more than five or six members and never noisy, or break anything. And I’ve promised to make sure we all wipe our shoes properly, on the front doormat when we come in. All my best, most important, friends think it’s a really good idea, and I’m going to be the Secretary and put the notes I make, at our meetings, on to my computer.
Alf Brodie is going to be the Chairman because he’s nearly twelve and is the oldest. Mike Thomas and Joe Bennett are only nine, so they haven’t got any special jobs to do yet. Sylvie Richards is eleven and really quite clever. She says she wants to be Assistant Secretary and help me print out the Notes ... to perhaps make them up into a book one day. We could try to do that at the end of our first year, then each year of meetings after that. It sounds like a good idea.
We’re going to call it THE JUNIOR PHILOSOPHY CLUB and will try to have at least one meeting every month, on a Saturday afternoon. Perhaps two or three, or even more during the holidays, especially if it’s raining. At our first meeting, which is going to be this Saturday afternoon at 3 p.m. we’re going to discuss what subjects we should talk about in the future.
MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE JUNIOR PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY on Saturday April 26
Present: Alf Brodie (Chairman)
Alan Charles (Secretary)
Sylvia Richards (Deputy Secretary)
Mike Thomas (Member)
Joseph Bennett (Member)
Subject: Things we want to discuss at our future Meetings.
We looked at some records of Meetings one of our parents had to do with the local Golf Club Committee. We decided we should make our Notes into what are called Minutes of Meetings too, but a lot more interesting.
We also improved the name of our Club. A Society is more like we really want it to be. Sylvie said she thought it sounded more important than to call it just a Club.
After that, we all talked about the all subjects which interest us and agreed on these to have first, but not necessarily in this order: -
EVOLUTION including dinosaurs.
TIME TRAVEL to the past and future.
RELIGION including Heaven and Hell, and anything else to do with it like Angels and Cherubs.
THE UNIVERSE and how it started.
SPACE TRAVEL.
THE SUPERNATURAL including Miracles.
ALIENS and UFOs.
COMPUTERS including Robots.
THE FUTURE, right up to the end of it, whenever that is.
POLITICS ...?
Mike and Joe didn’t want Politics, and Sylvie wasn’t very interested. Alf and Alan said it was an important subject that would affect our future when we become grown-ups. Our parents seem to talk about it a lot. All the newspapers and TV seem to be full of it, so perhaps it will become interesting to us one day too. Anyway, we agreed we could always start discussing it at a meeting and then change to something more interesting, if it turns out to be really boring, like it seems it would be to some of us now! We also agreed that after each meeting, one of us should find out something important about the subject for the next meeting after that, and then tell us about it to start off the next meeting. I said there were all kinds of things in my diary that I could use.
Alf wanted to be the first to choose a subject, as the Chairman, and said he would like us to discuss EVOLUTION to start things off. I was very glad to agree and second this proposal, which is what they do at the Golf Club Meetings, but we’re not going to bother with any more of that fussy stuff. I think it’s called protocol, or perhaps it is ritual? Anyway, everybody present finally accepted this as our first subject.
Mike and Joe really wanted ALIENS and UFOs first, and said the Minutes should say that they did. That’s why I’ve put that in. Alf said if we have that subject later, Mike and Joe can introduce it. So they will have even longer to find out as much as they can about it!
Any other business: Going by the Golf Club Minutes, it seems this always goes at the end of a proper meeting. Even when there isn’t anything else you should say there isn’t. This time though there was something extra from Sylvie. She asked if we should have any Membership Fees, like they do in the Golf Club. She said she could be the Treasurer and look after the money, if we did. Everyone else said no, not really, well not yet anyway, but she could probably have the job if we did, if ever we did.
We didn’t discuss anything important after that, except to agree again that EVOLUTION would be the subject of the next meeting, which is going to be next Saturday at 3 pm again.
When I was six years old, or perhaps it was seven, and old enough to start thinking about things, and asking all sorts of questions, I soon had some problems. Everybody grown up only wanted me to listen. They didn’t like me asking them any serious questions. I read it somewhere that parents get worried if their children don’t begin to talk soon enough! It seems to me that as soon as we do talk, and begin to ask questions, grown-ups always seem to want us to stop!
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