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About the cover art: THE FOUR HORSEMEN
By Dr. Marilyn Todd-Daniels
Dr. Marilyn Todd-Daniels, artist, writer and educator, has created thousands of works of fine art primarily in oil and watercolor, over a 40-year career.
Her book Thirty Nine Stripes, is a work forged jointly in the fires of her personal victories and our public sorrows as a nation. Written and compiled over approximately one year following the events of September 11, 2001, Todd-Daniels tells a compelling story of her years of personal trials transformed into gracious victory through her paintings.
Of her painting, The Four Horsemen, used on the cover of The Horsemen Cometh, Todd-Daniels explains:
“The crown of the rider of the white horse became the ‘stefanos’ or laurel wreath of the conqueror. I also used the statue of Augustus Caesar from Primaporta, as a model. He makes the perfect antichrist because his claim to divinity created the first Christian martyrs. Caesar’s bow is painted with rainbow hues, because the same translated word used in Revelation is found in Genesis to describe Noah’s rainbow. In Revelation, the Antichrist carries the multi-hued weapon of false promises and floods God’s people with arrows of fear and lies.
If these promises, illusions and lies are believed and followed, eventually our true dreams… originally gifts of God… will shrivel and die. Therefore Death’s hand points to and implicates the counterfeit bow. Death rides a pale Arabian horse, alluding to ‘bring death to all infidels.’ Already its sting has begun to torment America and the final outcome is far from reconciled…
The red horse’s rider is given the power to take peace from the earth. The horse, a German Hanovarian, was originally bred as a heavy-bodied warhorse. The dragon on the shield depicts wrath and anger. The bloody sword indicates the wars and devastation that follow when peace cannot be found. When Jesus Christ is not uppermost, there cannot be any lasting peace.
The black horse, a Scandinavian Friesian, is ridden by famine who carries a set of scales. ‘As ye measure out, so shall ye be measured.’ If one has been niggardly in regard to sharing God’s gifts, a person’s spirit will surely starve in the midst of plenty. The flood threatening to engulf the people is opposed by the image of the cross, which sheds the light, and Shekinah glory of Christ. Famine’s dark reign is overcome.
As the painting neared completion, I began to be overcome with sorrow—the sense of impending judgment over America. As I fasted and painted, by Divine revelation, I sensed the Lord speaking. ‘If you will judge yourself in the light of the cross, and repent, you will be spared the judgment of the four horsemen.’ Thus, if the pale figures huddled in the foreground will turn and face the cross, crying out to the Lord in true repentance, rending their hearts rather than their garments, they can become whole.”
Dr. Todd-Daniels web site: www.woodsonginstitute.com
When you see these things, look up!
June 2008 update
How the second coming of Jesus Christ will unfold is a hot debate between many contemporary Christian authors and theologians. Unfortunately, most Christians have believed in a consensus of flawed theology concerning the rapture, the Great Tribulation, and the future of America.
There is a spell over the majority of sincere Christians, keeping their understanding darkened to the truth of Christ’s return. Human nature wants to believe in the most favorable scenario concerning the end of this age and the coming of the Kingdom of God to earth.
The Apostle Paul warned, “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander into myths” (2 Timothy 4:3,4). Indeed, a great number of teachers preach myths and teach magic thinking doctrines concerning the things of God, especially how the end of this age will end. Few want to receive the truth laid out in Scripture, so false teachers pervert what Christ said concerning His coming. Most people like to hear soothing myths and conjecture of the most important event by God that is about to take place.
Of course, God knew this would be the case, so the end of this age will not come with a sudden bang! Christ said, “And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified; for this must first take place, but the end will not be at once" (Luke 21:9). What we are experiencing now, with all the earthquakes, wicked weather, wars, distress, and perplexity among the nations are what Christ called birth pangs. These are merciful warnings allowed by God to break the spell over a multitude of deceived Christians and non-believers alike.
Many will not take these warnings to heart, rather pretend all the trouble will eventually die down and the nations will resolve their differences. Then there will be many Christians who awake to these signs but choose to believe the myth that Christ will rapture (remove the true Christian from the earth) before the coming trouble brings any real discomfort to them.
Jesus called these Christians foolish as described in this passage, “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be compared to ten maidens who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those maidens rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut. Afterward the other maidens came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” (Matthew 25:1-13).
It is time to look for the coming Kingdom of Heaven and His very soon coming. Christ warned, “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21:31).
About the title change.
The Horsemen Cometh – Gloom, Doom, or Glory!
The second revision of this book was published in December of 2004 and then titled Revelation Six Get Ready – for the great and terrible day of the Lord is drawing near!
The new titled reflects the urgency of the hour and the resistance that so many have in receiving the truth about the coming of Christ. The only addition to the book is this preface. As you read the main text you will see what was written is still timely, as much of the prophetic written has come to pass with still more unfolding daily.
The most disturbing is the predicted wickedness in society and the weak and sin-ridden condition of Christians, including the exposé of so many hypocritical and charlatan national Christian leaders.
One most prominent fallen leader was Ted Haggard. In several sections, we exposed the fruit of Haggard’s leadership when we witnessed the heretical teachings and maddening activities within New Life Church in Colorado Springs in 2003, (see pages 94, 150, and 361). Then to our astonishment, we see confirmation in 2006 with Haggard’s national disgrace. Haggard was president of the National Evangelical Association and worked with Focus on the Family in campaigning against homosexuality and other national immorality.
Haggard’s hypocrisy and disgrace along with so many other heretical, greedy, and corrupt national ministries has helped create distain and distrust of Evangelical and Charismatic Christians. Haggard’s secret sin became known just before the 2006 elections and undoubtedly affected the outcome.
Indeed, Haggard with so many other false teachers have fulfilled Peter’s prophesy, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their licentiousness, and because of them the way of truth will be reviled. And in their greed they will exploit you with false words; from of old their condemnation has not been idle, and their destruction has not been asleep” (2 Peter 2:1-3). The Gospel of Christ has now become reviled, maligned, ridiculed, and rejected because of greed and carnal hyper-faith driven, licentious national leaders and mega-church pastors.
Now the tide has turned with the Evangelical right loosing national credibility and influence. The floodgates of hell have opened wide spewing filth, perversion, and wickedness. The salt of the earth has lost is preserving influence, as Christ pronounced, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men” (Matthew 5:13).
Revulsion and persecution is coming to Evangelical Christians and the Conservative Right. The populace of America see no difference between the wicked and the so-called on-fire Christian.
Diabolical darkness over the land.
The preaching of another Jesus.
God is warning, but so few are taking heed. God’s people are blind and walking in a satanic darkness that will destroy the faith of millions of so-called born-again, Spirit-filled, baptized Christians.
Few know the truth about the coming trouble. They have told lies and half-truths concerning the true Christ, sanctification, the works of the flesh, love of this world and the terrible trouble that must be endured leading to Christ’s return.
Millions of deceived Christians believe they can spout Christ’s name in prayer and spiritual warfare and get instant answers and victory. Several years ago, after reading the first release of this book, a Christian woman gave us an account of a terrifying dream she had. This woman is a sister to a staff member of our ministry. She discounted the truth and did not receive the message or the book. God in his faithfulness even warned her.
In her dream, she was walking around in a strange house with some other people she did not know, then suddenly all the doors and windows became locked. She tried getting out and the others turned demonic in appearance, which terrified her. Then she started commanding her freedom in the name of Jesus. Several times, she repeated – “Open in the name of Jesus”, and then the other people, now demonic in nature said to her, “Your Jesus can’t help you here.”
When she told the dream to her sister (our staff member), she thought the dream was a warning for one of her grandchildren. Our staff member set her straight, letting her know it was a warning for her, that she is following the wrong Jesus. She was horrified, but listened and agreed. However, she not take it to heart as she continues to embrace Joyce Meyers and Joel Osteen’s teachings, a perverted Gospel that teaches many to enter by the wide gate and follow the easy path that leads to destruction with the myth that Christians will be raptured out of any trouble. (See Matthew 7:13,14 and Mark 13:24-27).
We have listened to many tell us of warning dreams that terrify but so few take heed, as they continue to believe the false teachers they enjoy listening to.
Does God warn in dreams? Yes, “For God speaks in one way, and in two, though man does not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, while they slumber on their beds, then he opens the ears of men, and terrifies them with warnings, that he may turn man aside from his deed, and cut off pride from man; he keeps back his soul from the Pit, his life from perishing by the sword” (Job 33:14-18).
Preaching a different Jesus is not new. The Apostle Paul warned the charismatic Christians in Corinth that they had readily submitted to a group of false apostles who came to them preaching another Jesus. Paul called them superlative apostles in that they elevated themselves above the original apostles, getting believers to accept a different Gospel and receive a different spirit—other than the true Gospel and the genuine Holy Spirit (see 2 Corinthians 11:3-15).
This same work of Satan has emerged in these last days again, just as Christ warned when he said, “Take heed that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray” (Matthew 24:4,5).
In their spiritual hunger, multitudes in America have embraced a false gospel and received a false spirit by way of—as Paul called them, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.
Mega-church and false charismatic movements have deceived many through a gospel that bids all to come and have life made easy, with the promise of riches, worldly success and emotional bliss that covers up depression and any other ill feeling.
Charlatan leaders sell what they call the power of God for tithes and offering. The Apostle Peter stopped this type of marketing and commercialization of the Gospel of Christ when he confronted Simon the Magician as recorded in the book of Acts.
You see, Simon had practiced magic in Samaria before the Apostles came to this land with the good news of Christ. In fact, Simon had a large following, but a multitude in Samaria believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, including Simon.
Simon was baptized and continued with Philip in ministry, and was amazed by the signs and great miracles performed. Peter came down to Samaria after hearing that the Samaritans had received the Gospel and laid hands on the new believers that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
Here is what Simon does as recorded in the book of Acts, “Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, ‘Give me also this power, that any one on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.’ But Peter said to him, ‘Your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.’ And Simon answered, ‘Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me. ’” (Acts. 8:18-24).
Peter stopped Simon from entering into buying and trading in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Today, thousands of Simon the Magician characters have stepped into pulpits and TV ministries all across America, selling and trading the power of God and commercializing the Gospel of Christ.
What they trade in is not the true Gospel or the true Holy Spirit, but rather a counterfeit work by Satan who has appeared to the masses as an angel of light to deceive a multitude of gullible, naïve and greedy Christians.
Satan, through these deceitful workmen, has cast a terrible darkness over the land. Another Jesus is being preached, creating a false gospel that has produced a gospel-hardened people who reject the true Gospel of Christ.
The Apostle Paul confronted the perverting of the true Gospel when he wrote to the Christians at Galatia. He wrote, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and turning to a different gospel—not that there is another gospel, but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, If any one is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. Am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6-10).
He wrote; let him be accursed, concerning the person preaching a perverted Gospel.
Because of the depth of arrogance and rebellion of the so many deceived, the only way to restore the light of the true Gospel is through extreme trouble and persecution. And that is exactly what Christ predicted would come at the end of this age for the Christian, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because wickedness is multiplied, most men's love will grow cold. But he who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:9-14).
The gross darkness that currently covers the land is from the false gospel and the preaching of another Jesus and it will only give way by the preaching of the coming Kingdom of God by true servants of the Lord Jesus Christ as persecution and trouble increases.
A Time of Men Fainting With Fear
The nations of the world are perplexed with the extreme weather, earthquakes, ravaging floods, and hurricanes blamed by junk science as global warming. In truth, Jesus speaks of these events as birth pangs of the coming Kingdom of God. “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:25-27).
With years of wars and rumors of wars, the increase of perplexing issues in the Middle East, the renewal of the Cold War with Russia and China (few see this) and US economy on the brink of collapse, Christians should be awake and ready for the coming trouble leading to Christ’s coming. Yet a false peace and security keeps most Americans and Christians in a stupor. The gradual escalation of all these troubles has desensitized millions to the fact that the world is now on the brink of the Great Tribulation that leads to Armageddon. The Apostle Paul wrote, “But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When people say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape. But you are not in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all sons of light and sons of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6).
Like lemmings headed for the cliff, masses of Christians have bought into the false peace and security, and shudder with fear at God’s warnings; the roaring of the seas, wars and rumors of wars, false teachers and false prophets, with the increase of gross wickedness matching that of Sodom and Gomorrah.
God’s people fear the truth, because they are not ready to give up the love of this world and submit to the Lordship of Christ. Many will be taken away in the coming sudden destruction. The delay in Christ’s return and increased trouble is God trying to awaken His people from the spell of the false teachings, before it is too late.
The birth pangs of the coming Kingdom are about to become terrifying. Even now, there is little that any nation can do at stopping the mounting worldwide political chaos and economic woes that are ever growing with intensity and frequency from wars, food shortages, earthquakes, floods, and killer storms.
All the nations are powerless in stopping the slide towards a worldwide economic collapse and global political chaos.
We are in the final days leading up to the Great Tribulation and most Christians are unprepared for what is about to take place.
Like the Days of Noah and Lot
Even though the birth pangs are increasing, bringing on fear and discomfort, most ignore these signs and carry on with life, with business as usual. These unprecedented days of prosperity have given the masses and most Christians license to live like there is no life after death, no judgment to come; “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”
America has become a godless society as it was in the days of Noah and Lot. To the lukewarm and unbelieving Christian this should be the biggest sign of all. Filth and immorality has become blatant, legal, and acceptable throughout America. Indecency is everywhere eroding every institution, leaving nothing sacred and pure, and it only grows worse.
“As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of man. They ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise as it was in the days of Lot -- they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom fire and sulphur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— so will it be on the day when the Son of man is revealed. On that day, let him who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away; and likewise let him who is in the field not turn back. Remember Lot's wife.” (Luke 17:26-32).
Now we live in a world of extreme contrasts, as in the Apostle John’s revelation, “’Come!’ And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; but do not harm oil and wine!’” (Revelation 6:5,6).
There is no sensing of the coming destruction, even as fuel and food prices skyrocket, the demand for entertainment, celebrations, luxury items, fine dining and personal mobility ever increases. Like drunken sailors on liberty staggering from bar to bar oblivious of the repercussions of the next day.
Society’s mad craving for more of everything with the prosperity gospel’s intoxicating effects keeps millions of lost sinners and Christians numb to the Holy Spirit’s convictions. For He warns in every generation as Jesus taught, “And when he comes, he will convince the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. “ (John 16:8-11).
Yes, Satan has been judged and thrown out of heaven and he has come down to earth with great wrath determined to deceive the world and as many believers in Christ as possible. He wants God’s people to stay blinded to the coming judgment and Great Tribulation, keeping as many as possible unprepared and weak.
The devil wants to throw a multitude into the valley of decision without understanding, hoping for many to choose and align with the coming Anti-Christ rule.
Therefore, life will be troubling and as usual, right up to the start of the Great Tribulation.
Come Out From Amongst Them
The Apostle Paul’s admonition is for us now, “You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. In return—I speak as to children—widen your hearts also. Do not be mismated with unbelievers. For what partnership have righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, ‘I will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come out from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.’ Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 6:- 7:1).
Many of God’s people are restricted from the fullness of Christ and His abundant life because of carnal and worldly affections. Many try to serve God and money together trying to maintain a romantic worldly life style. Christians suffer from defilements from their former life in the world and continue to be emotionally involved and spiritually enthralled with idolatrous living, even living in sin and perverted lifestyles. Gazing at the world’s perverted lifestyle for titillation and fantasy, falling into secret sin and searching for Christian fellowship that accommodates the worlds ways. Many have lost their faith, since they reject their conscience repeatedly.
Now is the time to leave idolatry and sensuous living behind. Run to the true Christ, giving him permission to expose and cleanse all defilements and leave the lukewarm and apostate churches. Seek out fellowship with likeminded people and take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were no people but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I beseech you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war against your soul. Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:9-12).
Then They Will Deliver You Up
As the birth pangs of the coming Kingdom become more intense, there will come a worldwide persecution madness towards the true Christian and the religious-conservative movement.
Due to the exposed hypocrisy and corruption of so many Christian national leaders, already a deep disregard and even hatred has become prevalent with liberal and independent voters across America.
Furthermore, with the Bush administration’s push to bring an Evangelical form of Democratic-Capitalism to Iraq and Afghanistan by way of war, much of the world has the perception that American Christianity is trying to convert the world politically. With America’s continued appropriate support of Israel and the escalating war on terrorism, the world is moving closer to the end of the age battle of Armageddon. (Fighting evil while living wickedly before the Lord is an open invitation for judgment.) The world wants peace and perceives that America and Israel stand in opposition to world peace.
In reality, the world is in the grip of a heavenly war between the forces of hell and God’s angelic hosts that will soon result in the final religious war enlisting the world to turn against Christianity.
Soon, in America, Christians will need to guard against random acts of hatred, the burning and desecration of churches and murder. In the near future, it will no longer be fashionable to wear Christian slogans on clothing, or to display Christian bumper stickers; a fear of verbal and even physical attacks will become an everyday threat.
All the growth in Christianity experienced in America and other places around the world over the last 40 years will be reduced in great numbers. The body of Christ, through the coming persecution will become comprised of the sincere and truly called-of-God sold-out disciple. The false Christian and the counterfeit leaders will fall away from Christ and be used of Satan to persecute the true Christian through betrayal.
“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate one another And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because wickedness is multiplied, most men's love will grow cold. But he who endures to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 24:9,13).
Are you prepared to endure to the end of this coming onslaught of persecution?
The Final True Move of God
The coming persecution will be used of God as a means of house cleaning and purification for the body of Christ. During the height of the birth pangs and persecution, a sovereign true move of God will begin and be facilitated through a holy and distinct group of Christian workers and leaders who serve God alone and fear no man. Armed with sound doctrine while preaching all that Christ taught and proclaiming the truth of the coming Kingdom of God in the true power of God, this will mark the beginning of the final harvest of souls, which will gain incredible voice throughout the world.
The message that Christians must endure the Great Tribulation and be used in the final great harvest of souls will finally begin to make sense to the sincere Christian. Millions of Christians who formerly were deceived by the pre-tribulation rapture false doctrine will wake up and spread the good news of the coming Kingdom of God.
The final true move of God will be another by-product of the coming persecution and not be hijacked by false leaders, as in the past.
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).
Judgment of the United States of America
The end will come with the commencement of the Great Tribulation period. This final travail of trouble will be a major evangelistic tool in God’s hands to gather in a multitude before the rapture at the end of the Great Tribulation, just before the wrath of God falls upon the world. (See Revelation 7:9-14).
What will be the catalyst that ignites the end and mark the beginning of the Great Tribulation? —Judgment of the USA.
Few see judgment coming to America and those who have warned are maligned and ridiculed, even accused of being unpatriotic and divisive.
False peace and security, false doctrines, as well as extreme idolatry of the American dream have blinded most Christians to the reality that America has crossed the line of Biblical immorality and wickedness.
Russia and China are building their military prowess to attack America and control the world. The cold war is back and is hotter than ever. These two enemies of freedom and democracy believe that Communism will succeed only if they control the world and its resources. America is standing in the way of world dominance.
Once America is attacked and defeated, the end will begin. Few see this coming – few will be ready in time to endure such destruction and calamity.
Yes, when people will say, “There is peace and security” then sudden destruction will come!
Your Redemption Is Very Near!
Jesus said, “Now when these things begin to take place, look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. … So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. … But take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; for it will come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. But watch at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of man" (Luke 21:28-36).
We must take heed, become ready for the coming trouble, and pray to have strength to escape these things. Please note, [May have strength] is properly translated as [may have exceeding godliness to be deemed entitled or qualified] to escape the coming trouble.
It is time to look up and set our minds on the things of God and the coming Kingdom and pray for more time to get ready. Many believers will be martyred for their faith in Christ in the coming days, especially during the Great Tribulation period. If this is the case for you or I, we will have done our work and be received into the Kingdom of our God, before the rest. If we are called to endure to the end and be raptured, we will have ministered the Gospel according to God’s will.
It is the wrath of God that is coming in which we will be spared. The Great Tribulation is Satan’s last gasp at opposing God and Christ in this age. Christ said, “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28).
The message of The Horsemen Cometh – Gloom, Doom, or Glory! is to help prepare the sincere Christian for the coming of Christ; that you and I may stand at His appearance without shame, thus at that moment, having done all to stand—let us stand therefore and glorify Christ our Lord!
Please read this with an attitude of testing, for we are admonished, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are of God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).
As a minister of the Gospel, a shepherd responsible to feed God’s sheep, I am compelled to warn. To warn about what the Lord has shown concerning the condition of His people and the things to come. To warn and encourage, not frighten, push or manipulate. To warn in such a manner as to drive Christians closer to the Lord and search the Scriptures for themselves; to encourage and help prepare the bride of Christ for the coming of the Lord and to help equip the saints to be true witnesses to a lost and dying world.
Jesus said, “Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you. You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:11-16).
God’s people are responsible for the condition of this nation. The indicators of judgment are all around us. We have had a sample of what is to come with all our troubles and the attack of 9/11.
When judgment looms over a nation, it begins with prosperity and lack of trouble. Through the last part of the eighties and through the nineties, prosperity grew and grew. Yet, we as a people, including far too many believers, took these prosperous times as a license to grow indulgent and wicked. A simple study of biblical accounts indicates increased prosperity as immorality grows unchecked is a strong indication that judgment follows very closely. Indeed, prosperity mixed with gross wickedness is a terrible sign that God has abandoned a nation to trouble, and this is true for individuals as well, including Christians.
The two decades preceding the Great Depression were full of prosperity, yet immorality, crime and wickedness grew very rapidly. The last two generations have forgotten what judgment is like for a nation headed towards a Sodomite society, as this nation was during the Roaring Twenties.
A nation that gives heed to the Lord and depends on God will have the Lord’s hand of discipline guiding them. A humble nation will have problems that will bring out godly men and women who lead the people to the high ground. The people will want to hear the hard things and do what is right, even at the expense of profit, popularity and economic success.
However, when a nation crosses the line and rejects God altogether, that is when God no longer disciplines; there is no longer Divine providential blessing and reproof.
When the controlling majority and populace call “good evil and evil good” while casting off restraint, discipline and warning, that nation can expect to be a nation abandoned by God. Indeed, God abandoned America to the forces of hell as we witnessed the towers fall, great fires, numerous national crises and disasters. Unfortunately, even after these warnings the revelry is about to blast off into the final party, with society drinking up the last bottles of prosperity that God allows just before judgment.
“Or do you presume upon the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience? Do you not know that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed” (Romans 2:4,5).
As you read this message, be mindful of the Scripture references that corroborate these insights, warnings and instructions. Treat this book as a sound guide or road map to help you prepare to endure the coming trouble. The serious Christian must be ready to endure to the end and do warfare for the Lord in these coming days as this age ends.
Indeed, the majority of Christians in the body of Christ are not ready to endure the coming trouble. Legitimate issues that have become cares of this world spellbind most Christians.
They have become overly involved in work, church and family, blinded to the handwriting on the wall. The result is that most sincere Christians in America are ill-prepared for what is about to take place.
In all the church growth and so-called revival movements across this great nation, a predominant lukewarm relationship with God persists. Except for a remnant, the church of America honors God with their lips, but their hearts are far from Him. The church of America has abandoned God for a watered-down gospel of prosperity and idolatry—love for the American dream is much stronger than love for God. Therefore, God has abandoned the church and turned this nation over to the god of prosperity and lust for success.
For years, warnings have rung out to the church—repent, repent, and repent—only to have a token response. A few have cried out, but that is not nearly enough!
Now God is warning! In review, we see extreme catastrophes, natural disasters and economic scares leading up to the 9/11 tragedy and terrorist attacks. The pattern over the last ten years is increased frequency and intensity in these warnings from God.
I believe we are teetering on the brink, and if not for a handful of intercessors and sold-out ministries and congregations, judgment would have already begun.
This nation is about to plunge into extreme trouble and it will affect every person in America. The church of America will stand before God with blood on their hands for lack of warning and not living as a true example of Christ’s nature, as the body of Christ should.
The end-of-the-age prophecies are unfolding right before our eyes. The Mideast crisis will be the catalyst for great trouble, greater than the world has ever seen. Jesus said the end would be this way, and it would be a sign signifying His very soon return.
I am not an alarmist trying to scare people and thus promote some kind of tabloid ministry, preying on Christian ignorance concerning the last days. On the other hand, many are truly ignorant of what Christ taught concerning the end times, the condition of the church, the great tribulation and the fact that God will use the bride of Christ as a witness to the world during the Great Tribulation. How much of this troubled time we must endure, I am not sure. I do believe the rapture will not occur until a multitude of unsaved, backslidden and lukewarm Christians respond wholeheartedly to salvation and sanctification during this time. We must be ready to respond to Christ’s coming—regardless of when—for He will come as a thief and catch many off guard.
That means we must be ready to endure tribulation and abide in Christ, standing confident and doing the perfect Will of the Lord.
Again, perhaps if enough of God’s people respond in time with true repentance, a clean heart, prayer, and true intercession, we might have a heritage from the Lord to give to our children and grandchildren; if not, well, I can’t imagine the terror and pain we, as God’s people, will go through. What will be worse is that these things could have been minimized or even prevented, had enough of God’s people taken heed to the warnings.
The Horsemen Cometh, for the great and terrible day of the Lord is drawing near! sounds out a warning with solid teachings and instruction on what the everyday sincere believer must do to walk through the coming times, victoriously!
To that end, I pray each reader be truly blessed, being made vessels of honor to glorify our Lord and King—that none of us be ashamed on the day of His appearance.
Amen and Amen.
PART ONE:
ABANDONED BY GOD ATTACKED BY SATAN
“Rejoice then, O heaven and you that dwell therein! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” (Revelation 12:12).
“Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say, as with a voice of thunder, ‘Come!’ And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and its rider had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, ‘Come!’ And out came another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that men should slay one another; and he was given a great sword. When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, ‘Come!’ And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; but do not harm oil and wine!’ When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, ‘Come!’ And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and its rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him; and they were given power over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne; they cried out with a loud voice, ‘O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell upon the earth?’ Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale; the sky vanished like a scroll that is rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the generals and the rich and the strong, and every one, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand before it?’” (Revelation Six).
The Horsemen Cometh
Gloom, Doom, or Glory?
September 11th is a forewarning of what is to come. The NASA shuttle disaster was one more blow to America’s national pride. Forest fires, destructive hurricanes, earthquakes, the roaring of the seas and the waves (tsunamis), terrorism, wars and rumors of war are perplexing our nation and the world. We have built our towers of Babel, reaped prosperity, and declared God irrelevant–kicking His name out of almost every institution. Then we in turn sing God Bless America!
Most Christians in America have their hearts loaded down with the cares of this world, filled with the pride of life, lust of the eyes and lust of the flesh.
Today, Christ stands at the door of our Christian hearts and knocks, bidding us to open and allow Him to cleanse and sanctify. Most have rejected His pleadings and warnings. Few Christians are ready to endure the coming trouble prophesied in Revelation Six.
Jesus warned, “But take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; for it will come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. But watch at all times, praying that you [may have strength] to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:34-36).
Crossing the Threshold of Abandonment
A Strong Delusion Sent From God
“The coming of the lawless one by the activity of Satan will be with all power and with pretended signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are to perish, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion, to make them believe what is false, so that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12).
In the Gospel of Matthew, Christ warned of a powerful but false spiritual awakening as the end of the age unfolds. Along with a false spiritual awakening, all governments of the world would become ensnared in an evil deceitful political system. This deception by false leaders, both Christian and political, would lead astray millions. Jesus underscored the coming deception to be so powerful, it would almost sway the elect of God—Christians who have a true relationship with God. (See Matthew 24:21-31).
The Holy Spirit of God and the Lord’s angelic host have restrained the lawlessness and the Antichrist until the appointed time. To the discerning saint, that restraint is lifting, and millions of Christians are in grave risk of being caught up in a delusion sent by God to condemn the wicked.
Over these last 30 years the morality of America and the church of America has slid toward crossing the point of no return. There is a threshold that a nation and the people of God can cross, which incites judgment. A judgment where God abandons a people to the powers of hell, a people abandon to the deceptive rule of the wicked.
Even though Christian leaders and some political leaders decry this drowning flood of Sodom-like immorality—God is ignoring the cries, prayers and protests, allowing the power of the wicked to gain more and more ground. Why?
God Will No Longer Hold Back The Tide
“Therefore God gave them up to the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever! … And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a base mind and to improper conduct. They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, covetousness, and malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity, they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s decree that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do them but approve of those who practice them” (Romans 1:24,25 and 28-32).
The population of the United States is currently estimated at 292,609,500; with 53% Protestant, 26% Roman Catholic, 8% other Christian affiliation, 2% Jewish and 2% Muslim. Eighty-seven percent of the populace of this nation call themselves “Christian.”
Jesus declared that Christians are the moral fiber of any nation. “You are the salt of the earth… “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13,14).
“When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:13,14).
I am addressing the 254,570,260 people who acknowledge God through Jesus Christ, His Son. You and I, as Christians in this great nation, are responsible for the moral condition of this nation; and that condition directly relates to God’s favor or disfavor toward our land.
Indeed, during the last 30 years the morality of this country has slid toward a degenerate condition on a par with biblical accounts in which God judged nations and cities such as Israel, Babylon and Sodom and Gomorrah. Recent tragedies and disasters have tested this nation and few equate these troubles as precursors to more severe judgments at the hand of God.
God is challenging America and God’s people concerning their moral character. Throughout President Bill Clinton’s years, this deception and moral decline accelerated. The outcome of the 2000 election was another failed test. The choice was leaner times with a moral president, or prosperity with a perverse president. The popular vote went to Al Gore; fortunately, this nation is a republic and the Electoral College system temporarily stopped political evil from taking this nation to sudden judgment, which would have led to a total abandonment by God.
President George W. Bush had difficult challenges with 9/11, the shuttle disaster, natural disasters, the war on terror and the Afghan-Iraq war. The perplexities’ and crises’ frequencies and intensities are ever-growing. There have been lulls between each cycle, but those lulls are less frequent and shorter.
The beginning of this millennium brought in more wickedness, lawlessness, homosexual marriage, removal of the Ten Commandments from public areas, national flash nudity and fouler talk on TV and radio.
The scandals in business, government and Christianity became frequent headlines in the news. Mayors, city administrators and judges took it upon themselves to sanction homosexual marriages. A mainline Christian denomination elected a homosexual bishop. Other liberal denominations are pressing for the same. The last four years have been truly incredible.
Voices of dissent grew louder in protest of this immoral decline. Battle lines were beginning to form.
Then the election campaigns began. The far-left element of the liberal Democrats drew upon every imaginable difficulty and issue to attack the Bush administration, conservative talk show hosts and Christian moral crusaders. Lies, innuendos, slander and over-the-top expressions of rage became campaign messages; an obvious media bias manufactured headlines, concocted stories, false documents and half-truths to influence the election. Movies were produced and shown to sway the masses. These were planned attacks to discredit the President.
During a campaign rally, a Senator John Kerry supporter interviewed by a TV reporter said, “We have to get Bush out, the narrowed-minded Christians have no idea of the world picture.”
How Senator Kerry conducted his 2004 Presidential campaign is a snapshot into the future.
Indeed, the Antichrist world leader will use deception, lies, political power and signs and wonders to sway the masses.
The poll analysts indicate that the church vote kept Bush in office, a rare victory in the fight against America’s declining morals. This is giving God’s people more time to get ready, but is also the catalyst for a coming persecution and trouble that Christ warned would come at the end of the age.
The Moral Majority is being resurrected, renamed Faith and Values Coalition. The lines have been drawn and these moral battles will break out into a full-fledged war. Already the far-left is gearing up.
You can count on a backlash against Christians, moral crusaders and the conservative right. This political victory will inspire enraged hate. Be prepared for an onslaught of evil, immorality and over-the-top and in-your-face hatred and protests.
This rage against Christians will start slowly but soon it will gain momentum. Churches will be vandalized, some burned to the ground by arsonists. Christians touting Christ with public display of jewelry, bumper stickers and Christian slogans will be attacked. Persecution madness has ignited, as the whole world decries America politically driven by the right-wing Christian evangelicals who are resisting the New World Order and peace.
The forces of hell are mounting a full assault on the righteous and God is allowing the restraint to lift. Why is God giving this nation over to the wicked and ignoring the prayers and efforts of God’s people?
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice like a trumpet; declare to my people their transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that did righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. ‘Why have we fasted, and thou seest it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and thou takest no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on high” (Isaiah 58:1-4).
Satan has offered Americans and the church in America prosperity and peace. The cost has been morality, integrity, and character. Many in this nation, and far too many of God’s people, one way or another, have sold themselves to the Evil One in order to maintain the good times and the American dream. Remember, Jesus said, “For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” (Mark 8:36).
If the economy were not in recovery, the Bush administration would probably not have been reelected, regardless of the moral issues.
The church is worried about the good life and prosperity rather than doing all of God’s Will. Leadership in the church has laid heavy burdens on the people, raising money for extravagant building programs, greedy for members to pay the bills, while pointing the finger at sinners and speaking wickedly against the true servants of the Lord. Far too many Christian leaders are quick to declare the sins of the outsiders while preaching a shallow gospel. They give few answers that can truly restore the lost sinner. Wounds are glossed over, and the preaching and teaching of the cross and sanctification is avoided. Sermons avoid the harder teachings of Christ to increase the minister’s popularity, tickle the ear, encourage church attendance and raise money. Very little is taught or preached concerning the deep roots of bitter jealousy and selfish ambition that is running rampant within the body of Christ.
God’s people are to influence the nations in which they live, and we see this truth historically.
The root cause of the Great Depression and World War II can be traced to God’s people. In America, God’s people pushed to legislate morality through the Temperance Movement. The Constitution was amended; prohibition of liquor became law, which led to one of the most corrupt periods in this nation’s history. Prosperity, technological breakthroughs and decadence were unprecedented. Swift judgment fell upon this country as Wall Street crashed and the Great Depression swallowed up prosperity overnight.
During the same period after World War I, the nation of Germany suffered great humility from the war’s defeat. God’s people and church leadership gave no moral beacon to light the way through this darkness. Hitler mesmerized the German people, while most Protestant leaders said nothing in order to keep the state payroll coming to the pastors. Even today, taxes are collected from the populace to help fund the churches in Germany. The Catholic Church went so far as to actually sign a treaty with Hitler, in essence stating, you leave us alone, we’ll leave you alone. The few Christians who withstood Hitler were driven out of the country, imprisoned or executed.
Again, God’s people in this nation are deceived and distracted from the divine commission given by Christ, as being salt of the earth.
This Nation Is Being Blessed More Than Ever
With all the prosperity, this nation has become more selfish and greedy than ever in its history. Large and small companies alike devise wicked plans to get more productivity and pay their workers less. Corporate executives have been exposed one after another, caught in illegal schemes motivated by greed and increases in stock market results; their ruthlessness has rocked this nation’s financial stability.
Lying, cheating and adultery have become fashionable. Murder, rape, violence in our schools, along with witchcraft and all kind of wickedness fill our movie and TV screens. Now these evils have become almost everyday headlines on our nightly news. Criminals prey upon the weak and helpless, while more and more swindlers make their mark as the naïve and the gullible are taken in with get-rich gimmicks. Famous actors who once portrayed biblical characters now act in lewd and perverse films, yet the church still embraces them as special envoys that speak for Christ. Some are now reaping the consequences of their hypocrisy as they suffer various health problems and often, untimely deaths. All this is mocking God, and these people reap what they have sown.
Idolatry of work, money, sports, leisure, homes, cars, vacations, gambling, alcohol, drugs, sex, pornography and parties surpasses the previous level of indulgence. There is no fear of retribution from God whatsoever. Our national mockery of God has even shown up in a popular line of clothing with the slogan, “No Fear.” Indeed, there is very little fear of God in society, or even in Christianity.
In one local emergency room recently, a lifeless four-month-old baby appeared with its mother. The mother said the baby had been asleep for 16 hours. She further said the child’s breathing was funny when she put him down. The next day the hospital discovered that the child died from abuse and neglect, leading to a criminal investigation.
Serial murders, rapists and parents murdering their children are common news. Our minds are filled with horror upon horror. Remember Susan Smith who drowned her two children, Michael and Alexander? I could list this kind of horror, one upon another on a national level, not to mention the state-by-state accounts that miss national media coverage. Yet we celebrate our victories, prosperity and technology while self-righteously imposing our brand of democracy and debauchery throughout the world. Christians in this country are deceived, unwilling to recognize that America is falling headlong toward catastrophic judgment.
We Have Crossed The Line
“No prosperity and no glory can save a nation that is rotten at heart.”
President Theodore Roosevelt
This nation has come to the point of considering filth, perversion, and adultery as acceptable forms of lifestyle. What was once unacceptable and shocking when brought to public light has now become common. Flash nudity during primetime, perverted shows depicting extreme contests and lesbian and homosexual relationships as well as witchcraft on daytime soap operas are now popular. This is just the tip of the iceberg. In our 1996 presidential elections, Senator Robert Dole noted that there would be an outrage expressed by this nation concerning the immoral character of President Clinton. The following week he lamented, saying, “There was no outrage!”
The 2000 election should have been about restoring truth and justice to the White House, instead the popular vote went to the candidate who still has a shadow of lies over him.
In the 2004 campaign, lies, character attacks, hatred, and partisan finger-pointing went over the top. The battle line was the morality of this nation.
Again, Christians are pushing to legislate morality, while living as hypocrites before the world and unwilling to clean up their own house.
The flash point to which Israel (God’s people) succumbed when Jesus walked the earth was hypocrisy. Again, it is hypocrisy driving the church in America toward harsh ejection by the Lord. The church is condemning the immorality without first cleansing herself. Instead, the scoffer and godless have exposed church and ministerial corruption and immorality repeatedly.
There is a remnant that is righteous, but for the most part the church of America seeks the Lord only to maintain a fleshly, self-indulgent lifestyle. There is an unwillingness to let go of the pleasures and material blessings. Most disregard Christ’s admonition to “store your treasures in heaven!” The blessings given to the church of America have become idols! The gospel message presented by most churches is watered-down religious hype that calls believers to “give to get” and keep up the appearance of righteousness.
National ministries have pushed these heretical teachings to such an extreme that many bewildered Christians are turned-off and tuned-out. These struggling believers are tired of sorting through a maze of gimmicks and silly antics. Millions of wandering Christians and curious lost sinners are desensitized to the true Gospel of Christ by these charismatic sideshows and neurotic tabloid ministries.
Many teach shortcuts on how to obtain the abundant life, rather than the discipline of the Lord that brings true holiness. Too many pulpits are silent concerning sanctification of the believer and how to crucify the works of the flesh and the prevalent narcissistic self-life. Few live a life that glorifies God. The discipline that creates a holy life is sidestepped, while many put on the appearance of holiness. False and carnal teachings hinder the Holy Spirit from having full reign in the life of the individual Christian or the body-life in local churches.
Millions of Christians are lost, wandering in a wasteland. “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:35,36).
These are Christ’s warnings to every generation that goes astray. Many have written similar warnings. A popular Christian author, W. Phillip Keller, has written many books; one most read by many Christians worldwide is, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23. Written in the seventies, this book is still well-read and considered a Christian classic. It’s still in print and is available on audiotape as well. The author, a shepherd by occupation, eloquently expounded Psalm 23, uplifting the reader to a deeper understanding of Christ’s care and comfort as the Good Shepherd.
Yet in 1988 Brother Keller wrote Predators in our Pulpits, a powerful warning and exposé covering many of these same abuses in the church and society that have now become all the more pervasive and insidious. Predators in our Pulpits is out of print and rarely available as a used book. This work is just as important, if not more so, than A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23. As prophesied, the last-day Christian desires only soothing messages and stops up their ears to the hard message, which can snatch their soul from the snares of hell. Yes, over these many years God’s people were warned, but the warnings have been ignored.
God Continues To Expose Hidden Corruption And Evil
Christians are in love with America more than they love God. As the end of the age unfolds, the United States of America will be pulled into the coming New World Order that will soon accept the antichrist’s rule. Yes, all nations will embrace Satan’s lie, including Israel. The promise of peace and restoration of prosperity will draw America and millions of Christians in the final dark hours leading up to Christ’s return. We see Europe taken in by a new union of nations soaked in socialistic ideology and filled with immorality. Canada succumbed to this political ideology many years ago and now, through a gradual seeping into our own culture and politics, the United States is on the brink of a social revolution, racing toward Satan’s short-lived deception of the whole world – including the United States!
My father is a World War II veteran who put his life on the line many times as a survivor of Navy battles in the Pacific. He shot down a Japanese torpedo plane single-handed, put Marines on the beach at Peleliu, endured a terrible island battle and survived shipwrecking typhoons. He is a survivor of the Great Depression, a warrior for this country who lived on the edge, surviving only to lead a life of hardship. I grew up in an abusive and dysfunctional, but very patriotic, home. Part of the reason for my father’s alcohol abuse and violence stemmed from the horrors of war. What he witnessed and partook of in his late teens caused nightmares throughout his life.
When I graduated from high school, I went to college and lasted through the football season, got behind in studies and ended up joining the Marine Corps in November of ’69. I expected to go to Viet Nam and most likely die for my country. My family’s patriotic values instilled a mindset of “the United States, right or wrong, do or die!”
I rejected the anti-war movement and the cynicism towards our country that many in my generation embraced. The Marine Corps became my passion. The discipline, training and advancement opportunities straightened me out, at least on a social level, but as a career Marine my morals were not at all exemplary. God spared me Viet Nam, though I made my life available to go. The Marines assigned me to be trained in electronic repair, where as an honor graduate, I became a telecommunication equipment repair instructor.
Miraculously, I came to know Christ while in the service of my country and was honorably discharged five years early from my first six-year reenlistment. I was called into full-time ministry in 1974 where the Lord prompted me to request an early release. God graciously moved upon the Marine Corps to accommodate my request and gave me an honorable discharge.
My oldest son spent seven years in the Coast Guard, a very demanding life and strenuous duty. My family has always been proud of America, but what he experienced under the Clinton years in the military is part of the decline of America’s greatness and its continued plunge toward wickedness. My son witnessed cutbacks, cover-up of deadly mishaps and decline in leadership character within the new officer corps entering the Coast Guard.
Part of the judgment of God upon a wayward nation is the exposé of corruption and hidden wickedness. As mentioned earlier, the downfall of many of our past political heroes along with Watergate, Whitewater, and the impeachment of President Clinton, coupled with Enron and the prison scandal in Iraq, all point to an increased judgment of exposure. God is lifting up the skirts of America and showing the world and God’s people its vile hidden wickedness.
The cynicism of the sixties and seventies is now directed at Christian institutions and ministries as well as most esteemed national institutions. From wayward Supreme Court justices to corrupt police, not one foundational pillar of our society is clean.
In the coming days you will see more exposure of corruption and wickedness in high places. Our military will not be exempt. During former President Ronald Reagan’s years, the military had men and women of solid vision leading the way in restoring esteem for our government and the military branches. Now we learn of sex scandals in our military academies along with other covered up corruption.
This is just the beginning. You can expect God to show the world the wickedness concealed by corrupt generals and commanders within the military. America will be seen as being no different from the much-maligned third world countries where governments and their military govern and protect the elite and are rife with bribes, payoffs and abuse.
As the end of the age approaches many Christians will be caught napping and whimsically living in a fantasy world of nostalgia, wishing for the days when life was comfortable, peaceful and filled with wholesome values. Christians are spellbound with the lost American dream, hoping that the dream will turn America back to family values and clean living.
God is talking through all these exposures and national troubles saying, Wake up Christians of America! The days are evil and America will follow the rest of the world’s rebellion. Get ready to receive the coming Christ and his judgment upon the whole world–including America.
Yes, we are to pray for godly leaders, our government and peace. We are to stand up for what is right. We are to vote for the most godly-principled people to be in office. But we must also lead godly lives, unencumbered, as exiles in a foreign country ready to leave in a twinkle of an eye! (See Hebrews 11:13-16).
To the contrary, much of church growth and evangelism is motivated by restoring America to its former glory so Christians can still have fun living in the world. Millions of dollars are poured into ministries and churches which promote an Americanized gospel that promises prosperity and restoration of America and the good life.
God’s People Are Overburdened With
Exorbitant Projects
The mega church syndrome that affects thousands of ministers, church elders and board members has taken a toll on the sheep. God’s people go along with the bigger-is-better mentality, counting people like cattle—the more people, the more success. The larger the building, the more people will come. This reasoning has consumed church after church. We read about one financial abuse after another as the sheep give and give to feed leadership’s ego and monument-building lust. Denominations and local churches compete with each other in the appearance of success as they attempt to build the biggest congregation. It seems that a building project is the main goal for church growth.
The truth is, these ego monuments are built at the expense of the spiritual welfare of the congregation. When the cross is preached from the pulpit, the phonies leave, along with their checkbooks; and there goes the building expansion program! “Let’s preach the easy road gospel so no feelings are hurt. Let’s not expose hidden sin and selfishness in the church; let’s be careful not to ruffle the flesh,” seems to be the pastors’ constant refrain.
If you want to be a well-liked minister, work for the congregation and not for the Lord. Tell them what they want to hear. The numbers will increase and you can get them to build the best church facility in your community. This is a temptation of Satan, and he continues to find plenty of takers.
God’s people are in competition with each other over souls for church growth. God’s people elect and appoint the best-looking, best-dressed, smoothest orator that money can buy so new converts will come in as Israel did when choosing Saul over the leadership of the prophet Samuel. They wanted a king to rule over them so they could buy him off. The king would tell them what they wanted to hear, as in the surrounding pagan nations. They chose the best looking and most athletic people. To the contrary, king Saul was a phony coward. King Saul ignored what God commanded and preferred to do what the people wanted him to. On the first mission for the Lord, Saul was to destroy all of the Amalekites. Instead, he disobeyed God, giving in to the will of the people of Israel. (See 1 Samuel 15).
A prophet of the Lord confronted this insecure coward. Even as the evidence of his disobedience trailed behind him, Saul still insisted that he had done God’s Will. Saul says that the people took the best of the Amalekites’ sheep and cattle to “sacrifice to the Lord your God.” You see, Saul was loyal and obedient to another god than the God of Israel, and that god was Saul, himself. Because of his insecurities (see 1 Samuel 10:22 and 15:17), Saul would not stand up to the people, even though he knew God would back him up. Saul did what the people wanted, not what God wanted, in order to maintain his popularity. On the way back from this failed mission, king Saul built a monument of himself.
Thus, today, as did king Saul, many pastors and leaders are making themselves kings over God’s people, tickling their ears, placating and pandering to their fleshly desires and ignoring the word of God. They are avoiding confrontations with sinful and selfish congregations. They are building ego monuments out of stone and mortar and not building disciples of Christ. They want their names to live on as the great pastor who built the greatest congregation and greatest church facility in the city!
Some of these pastors have led their congregations into debt with credit cards and second mortgages to get these building programs completed. God’s people pray and weep over building programs while the severely wounded in their own families and in their communities go without help. Thousands of congregations play the game of Christian hypocrisy, looking good for God on the outside, but refusing to do the hard things that set the captives free. They avoid soiling their lives by touching the poor, the lost and the hurting neighborhood children for God. They look the other way as their neighbors flounder in a living hell.
Christ warned that many Christians will be rejected at the great judgment seat of Christ because they refused to help the truly downtrodden, those in prison and those considered lesser in society. (See Matthew 25:41-46).
God’s Wounded Are Stuck In The
Mental Health System
Through the years, church growth idolatry has grown and grown. Very few ministries attempt to build Christlike character into the congregation. Rather, they seek out converts that will go along with their building and expansion programs. They skew their sermons and give special treatment to the rich. Preferential ministry is directed at the functional in society, while the hurting, the divorced, the crushed in spirit, the dysfunctional and the severely wounded are forced to get help from government programs, secular counseling and the world’s mental health systems and asylums. Only a few true and faithful ministries stay the course and help the truly wounded and needy.
Most mental health patients across this nation suffer misdiagnoses of forgotten, hidden abuse inflicted during childhood. They are convinced that their problems cannot be cured, but with the right medication, their problem will be controlled. They struggle through life like zombies, overmedicated on prescribed antipsychotic drugs, believing that this sedated condition is the best they can ever achieve.
Many in the mental health profession are sincere and do help many, but when God is left out of the recovery process and demonic infestations are ignored, it’s no wonder most mental health patients reach basic functionality through chemistry to survive only moment by moment.
The wounded inner spirit and the divided spirit of the mind sends distorted signals from forgotten or hidden trauma from childhood. Some of the hatred and rejection came upon them just after conception, as they sensed rejection from one or both parents in their spirit while still in the womb.
One Christian woman with whom our ministry helped told of a childhood spiritual wound she received from her father. As a young child, she witnessed her father beat to death their family pet dog with a baseball bat. He flew into a rage because the dog supposedly got too rough with her.
That and other vague memories came out in counseling. When we met her, she had been under the care of a local psychiatrist for over ten years. Her doctor had her on high doses of Lithium. She had been in abusive relationships and had been dependent on alcohol and drugs from the time she was in college.
In the book of James, there are scriptural guidelines for recovering from such wounds to the spirit. We worked with her, but could only get so far. The painful truth about past bitterness and unresolved trauma was too hard for her to take in her drugged condition. After ten years of prescribed chemicals, she had become so passive and spiritually dead that she chose to stay medicated and leave her inner bitterness, jealousy, rage, fear and hatred alone. In her divided and drugged condition, she was content to stumble through life, pleading for prayer from others to help her succeed in just holding down a job.
The body of Christ has very little discernment or answers for the people who are carrying past abuse and trauma. Pastors are shocked that the youth of their congregation have severe problems created by dysfunctional Christian parents. For most Christian leaders, as long as the parents in their congregation look good on the outside, attend church and talk the talk, they never think to look deeper. They refuse to see the covered-up abuse, neglect and hypocrisy in the home. From generation to generation, these adult children have staggered into church throughout the last century, perpetuating hypocrisy, hidden abuse and selfishness. When they come to church, they learn to mimic Christ. If a new convert looks good enough on the outside, then often they acquire responsibilities they cannot bear and far too many become burnt-out. All this has piled up on this last day generation of Christians. No wonder Jesus said that many would fall away and spoke of a faithless last day church, “Nevertheless, when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8).
Yes, new converts burnout and crash constantly. They struggle from one false doctrine to another, trying to be set free from their past forgotten wounds still lodged in their spirits. God’s wounded get more help from the world than from the church in general.
Most Christians who did not have these grievous wounds or who have their lives in order do not have a clue of how to minister to these people. It is no surprise that most churches across America have very little help to offer wounded Christians. These wounded Christians suffer from being double-minded or having a crushed spirit. The Bible has answers, but the church is often not equipped to help Christians with these spiritual problems. Instead, the wounded Christian goes outside the church for help.
There are ministries that have learned to help those wounded in spirit, but most congregations and pastors reject these ministries. On the other hand, many ministries that do attempt to learn how to help the wounded in spirit become caretakers and babysitters that pity these wounded into staying sick for years. They often use New Age methods or a 12-step knock-off program from Alcoholics Anonymous in an attempt to support and facilitate recovery. These programs are either spiritualistic in nature, opening doors to worse spiritual problems or, as in the case of the 12-step programs, leave out vital scriptures that the Holy Spirit can use to reach to the roots of bitterness and heal hidden wounds, most of which occurred during childhood.
Americas’ Hidden Holocaust
This nation refuses to address a hidden epidemic and confront the hidden sin and wickedness directed at children. Child abuse and neglect are embedded in the subcultures of our society. Society and the church play a pretend game concerning the causes of dysfunctional families and abusive adults. We will raise millions of dollars for foreign missions to feed starving children overseas while over 12 million American children go hungry on a daily basis. We let the welfare system take care of our hurting children while we spend millions on elaborate sanctuaries and church parking lots.
New Christian couples with their families get very little guidance on Holy Spirit-led cleansing and inner transformation. Instead, these new Christians learn how to be religious abusers as spouses and parents. They learn how to fake it religiously, to play the “submit game” and never die to self in order to become equal joint heirs in the grace of life. They become hypocrites, raising rebellious children who learn to conceal bitterness, live in secret sin and suppress inner rage directed at their phony Christian parents.
The church does not have time to get involved with exposing and ministering to some of this nation’s biggest sins: child abuse and neglect in the home.
Instead, God is depicted as a Santa Claus who will bring material blessings. Successful programs and youth ministries can never take the place of responsible loving parents who nurture their children in the things of God—at home during the week.
It is easier to give out “turn or burn tracts” than minister to crying children, hurting neighbors and the lost sinner. Many Christians do not know how to witness by example; far too many live selfish and jealous lives. These talk the talk but refuse to walk it out as Jesus prescribed. Vacation Bible school and Christian daycare workers often tell about Jesus rather than show how to live exemplary Christlike lives. These programs replace the hard work of truly helping the children of this nation to know Jesus by reaching their parents. Very few intercessors are raised up to do battle with the Prince of Darkness in order to bring to light the hidden darkness that is in millions of families, including church families of this nation. True revival is the job of the body of Christ and it starts in the sanctuary.
This nation and the church are apathetic towards the holocaust of millions of unborn babies being aborted. And this nation continues to rack up the body count. Now we have developed an abortion pill, and experiments in cloning human embryos for medical research have started.
Our society has little regard for human life. The righteous have cried out and protested. They have prayed, fasted and wept. We have attempted to legally change the abortion laws and there have been very few victories.
Corrie Ten Boom, in 1975, at our college chapel in Seattle, recounted some of the Nazi horrors and said that it can happen again, right here in America. She was referring to government sanctioned abortions and loss of freedom in America. In Nazi Germany, the death camps were secret, yet we have our death clinics open to the public.
This is a horror that is an abomination unto the Lord. However, there is something worse than abortions that we, as the church, have either ignored or tolerated.
Abortion on demand is a symptom of a deeper root problem. I am afraid that we, as the salt of the earth, missed the mark. We are powerless in stopping the abortions for several reasons: the zealot approach, finger pointing, self-righteous hypocrisy and murderous tactics, to name a few. The worst reason is our own Christian hypocrisy and avoidance of our national hidden holocaust. A 1999 study showed there is a growing sexual abuse epidemic in America the public seldom hears about. The statistics cited in this 1999 study are frightening. Since this study, the exposure of the pedophilia in the Catholic Church and other denominations, and throughout society is epidemic in proportion. Millions are sexually victimized, causing emotional and spiritual damage beyond comprehension. Our national holocaust—our national tragedy—is child abuse, including neglect, hatred and unspoken rejection of our children. Abortions are a symptom of this deeper root problem.
Jesus said, “Suffer the children to come unto me.” What did He mean by this statement? Did Christ mean that we should tell them about Christ, salvation, do’s and the don’ts so they will grow up faster than normal, so as not to be a problem? Or did Jesus expect Christian parents to live as an example that would impart faith to children, nurturing them and training them in the admonition of the Lord?
As with the disciples, when Christ admonished their callous attitude toward the little ones who wanted to be near Christ, most churches are also pushing aside children and teens. Most consider children a burden, rather than a blessing. Church and church families are entertaining them, buying them off and telling them to live a moral life so they will not be any more trouble than what they are already. It has backfired and we have more trouble than ever in the home because of Christian parental hypocrisy. Love-starved Christian children are growing up and becoming narcissistic adults with mental and emotional disorders. The megachurch answer is to cater to the narcissism. The church is often guilty of offering an easy road gospel that leads to destruction.
Thousands of Christians flood to evangelical, charismatic and Pentecostal churches looking for fire insurance and inner peace, with the emphasis on “what can God do for me” so they can become an overnight success. They look for a church that will entertain and babysit their children. The preaching of the Gospel has become mere infomercials bragging about how God (through their ministry) can miraculously make everything wonderful—instantly. If this does not happen, then that Christian has not exercised and/or developed enough faith, and they are not good enough to become one of the successful survival-of-the-fittest Christians.
Underneath all this hype and appearance of Christian character, the truth this generation is saying inwardly is, “If we didn’t have these kids, look how much further along we would be financially with far fewer hassles.” Churches separate the family with specialized programs that offer a smorgasbord of worldly family entertainment in order to keep the youth’s attention. Too many churches have become baby-sitters, while tickling the ears of the parents.
Our fellowship provides nursery and care for small children, but as for the older teens, they attend service with their family. Parents should train their young children and teenagers in godly living in the home, by example. Far too often, the Sunday school teacher has this all-important task. An occasional youth group outing is good, but for the most part, church programs attack Christian family togetherness.
Child abuse, molestation, domestic violence, and youth crime are subjects often avoided in the pulpit. Christian parents find little practical help from the church in dealing with America’s hidden holocaust or their own hidden tendencies toward spiritual rejection that sends out the destructive message, “I wish I didn’t have these kids!” Instead, the church offers youth programs as a place to get rid of them, at least for a while, and for free!
Society has produced thousands of dysfunctional parents, including far too many Christian parents who subdue their spiritually-rejected children through prescription medications. Millions of children suffer from Attention Deficit Disorder as well as other psychotic maladies, with little research done to pinpoint the true causes. One can speculate with a high degree of confidence that most causes stem from resentful, dysfunctional parents. A recent study suggests that younger children, when exposed to long periods of watching TV suffer from ADD. In October of 2004, the FDA ordered child alerts for antidepressants. Recent research concluded that there is an increased risk of suicidal thoughts leading to self-harm when children take prescribed antidepressants.
The W.C. Fields Syndrome
W.C. Fields, a comedian of our father’s generation, had an infamous line, “Anybody that hates kids and dogs can’t be all bad.” Some progress has been made, but as a nation, we still struggle with inner hidden hatred and resentment toward children.
It has surfaced in abortions, children abandoned in daycares, undisciplined children or the extreme of abusive discipline. Children are often victims of sexual assault, mental and emotional torture, as well as bargaining chips in divorce.
Even in our public schools a pervasive abuse exists as illiteracy is often promoted along with immoral and narcissistic values. Thousands of children are made suspect by teachers looking for any symptom of ADD. These modern socialistic teachers are encouraged to get the parent’s consent for testing, and if tested positive the child is put on medication and the school gets more federal funding.
Christian private schools are no exception, as they often foster hypocrisy and send high school graduates to Christian liberal colleges that are weak on the true Gospel and heavy on the social sciences and worldly teaching to keep federal grants in place. Children are pressured to perform in scholastics and sports to promote the schools’ standings.
The major issue with this nation, as far as God’s distaste goes, is our abandonment and hatred of our own children. Although child abuse, neglect and over-indulgences have been with us for years, now the results are culminating in the horrible destruction of the family.
Many ministries are calling America and the church to return to our ancestor’s family values, but the previous generation’s family lifestyle only looked good on the outside. They had an appearance of righteousness while hiding wickedness and all manner of evil. Many family ministries see the symptoms, but unfortunately do not deal with the root problem. The recent exposure of hidden sin at the highest levels in many of the prominent national ministries makes this point clear!
Our ministry has assisted many marriages; some experienced recovery, but some ended in divorce. Some spouses were evil and divorce was the only solution. We assisted one young woman who was seeking legal help. She was seeking custody and protection from her husband, whom she discovered was molesting their children. This husband grew up in a Christian home where his parents were active in a major international youth ministry. We went with her to interview an attorney. He was in his late sixties and seemed objective. He listened to her difficult situation and her emotional challenges. He did not know that we, being there for her support, were ministers of the Gospel. He downplayed the molestations by injecting, “You know, years ago, back in the Midwest, it was no big deal when the farmer was messing around with his daughters!” We were appalled and I interjected, “It was just as evil then as it is now!” This man’s moral views are not an exception, but rather the common hidden attitude, and this sickness permeates our society. Child abuse and molestation are not new to this generation, but have been continually handed down from previous generations. National studies and the exposé within the Roman Catholic Church, with its widespread pedophilia and homosexuality, add credibility to the assertions in this book.
That is our heritage from our forefathers: cover up evil. God is lifting the veil that covers evil in the church and America. The secret sins of these last generations are being exposed.
Jesus warned, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops” (Luke 12:1-3).
Hypocrisy has been our heritage. Yes, there were many godly homes, but too few in the previous generations. Church and godly families wanted the good life—the American Dream—while evil flourished and stayed hidden. The pursuit of money and success at the expense of our children is our heritage. Exposing and confronting evil was too difficult.
Each generation reaps in a greater way the previous generation’s wickedness. Now, we as a nation and as a church are reaping terror from a truly lost generation.
Our own children have become terrorists. Driven by rage, children bring carnage to our schools in epidemic proportion. Since 1996 there have been some 28 school massacres by 30 different children who killed 6 educators, 43 fellow students and wounded 109.
A case to examine is the story of Kip Kinkel, a teenager who went on a shooting and killing spree at Thurston High School in Springfield, Oregon on May 21, 1998. He started out by killing his parents at home, and then went to school where he killed two more people and wounded 22 others.
Many studies tried to answer why Kip did this. Most concluded that there was perhaps no reason. The following were Kip’s issues that, in his eyes left him few alternatives.
He was an accidental conception in which his mother considered abortion. When the police arrested Kip, he kept crying out, “I should have been aborted.”
His older sister was a role model that was impossible to follow. Favoritism was very apparent, as his father constantly compared his daughter’s achievements to Kip’s failures, producing a powerful shame.
His high school literature class wrote an essay on the modern movie rendition of Romeo and Juliet, filled with teen violence and murder.
He was insecure and failed at being a “man.” His father talked him into trying out for football, in which Kip failed.
Girls he tried to date rejected him.
Violence became a way of releasing stress.
He became interested in guns.
His psychiatrist discussed handgun ownership and bragged about his favorite semi-automatic handgun. Kip wanted one like it, and his father got him one to appease him.
Finally, he got in trouble with the law over a handgun in school.
Unable to face his dad, he killed to be free of a loveless, performance-orientated relationship with his parents, ending up at his school, killing and wounding many of his peers.
When the police entered the Kinkel home, a CD sound track of the above-mentioned movie, Romeo and Juliet, was playing loudly and continuously—an old Shakespeare tragedy played out in reality by Kip Kinkel.
This was not an abusive family; it was a perform-to-be loved family. It seemed that Kip never was successful in anything. He could never win his parents’ (especially his father’s) unconditional love and acceptance. These families, like millions of seemingly normal families, live with hidden desperation, struggling for unconditional acceptance.
When Kip fell short of perfection or failed, his parents emanated vibes, “We should have never had him!”
Millions of children are receiving surface love, but in their spirit they sense parental rejection. These rejected children feel they are burdens who should have never been born.
Today, most suffer quietly while they attend school and church, while thousands are stuck in asylums, mental health programs, all turning their pain, hate, and revenge inward to keep themselves from doing what Kip Kinkel did.
You will continue to see more and more teens and adults snap, as the rejected in society can no longer contain their stress. Snipers, serial killers, factory, government and church workers going postal; all point to society unraveling and going mad. The violence that permeates society brings out what is already deep within. These loveless “lost generation” children are everywhere, like time bombs ready to explode onto society. As they become older teens and adults, terrorism becomes the avenue of choice in expressing their rage.
Kip is accountable, as is anyone committing crime and murder. Nevertheless, this tragedy should have been prevented if his parents and community adults cared enough, and learned how to show even a vestige of godly unconditional love and respect toward Kip.
God was gracious to me in my childhood, in spite of frequent molestation by babysitters, battered and emotionally abused, and attended over 18 schools before graduating from high school. I struggled to overcome sin, destructive relationships and a failed marriage. There was so much negative influence in my life, to the point that many who knew me concluded and even said they thought, “He will never make it.”
When I say that God was gracious to me, I mean this: there were three people in my life God used to intercede for me. When I was seven, a truly caring Christian family in my neighborhood invited me to dinner. The children were able to speak at the table and a sense of protection and love permeated the home. I never forgot that influence. I know they prayed for me. When I was 12, another neighbor also prayed for me and took my brother, my sister and me to church a few times. Her ministry had a great influence on me. She was a Baptist. Finally, when I was 15, an older widowed lady, Mrs. Jones, had a ministry of walking up and down our neighborhood. She talked with the kids about the Gospel. I could tell there was something special about her. She prayed and interceded for the children in our small town. She attended a local Pentecostal church and was simply a servant of the Lord Jesus. There was no fanfare or special recognition for these people.
Years later I returned to my hometown, where I graduated from high school. I was the counseling pastor of a local church. One day, from my office window, I saw Mrs. Jones walking by. By then she was elderly, but still walked the streets of my hometown, praying. I went out and greeted her and invited her in to visit. I briefly explained to her my life story, with all the trouble I went through on my way to know Jesus after my life had hit rock bottom. Then I explained to her how God had used her mightily through her prayers. This humble saint broke down and wept, and just kept praising Jesus. A few months later, Mrs. Jones passed away. There was no special funeral; no honor given that was due her—not that she wanted any of that, for she considered herself just a Christian worker who was true to the Lord.
These three people loved children; I am not talking about using children religiously, but sincerely standing in the gap for a lost generation. There are many still doing this kind of work, but not enough. As a whole, the church refuses to do the hard, ugly, unpleasant work. If ministry does not get glory and applause from the pews, then seldom will you see hard work done.
If the churches these people attended had supported their work and made disciples for Jesus instead of converts to their denominations, I believe that many others just as I would not have suffered as hard a road in life before being awakened to the salvation of Christ.
This is the condition most churches are in today. Cover up and pretend, as they keep busy playing church. The truth is, too many Christian parents and churches treat children like millstones around the neck. Church daycares and Sunday schools have become mere depositories. Many daycare workers and Sunday school teachers try to teach them about God, only to have parents unravel Christ’s teachings by hypocritical living.
The hidden holocaust of child abuse, neglect and rejection is not a secret any longer. God is lifting our skirts, as a nation and as Christians, exposing our secret wickedness.
A Sodomite Abduction Of Our Children
Jesus prophesied that a Sodom-like immorality would mark His soon return. America is racing toward this condition. The level of filth and perversion has become unimaginable from the standard set just a few years prior. Each year public and educational morals recede toward a demonic decadency, pressing our children into sexual bondage.
Grade school children often receive sex education without parental consent. The “sex-ed” directly opposes and nullifies parental input. Parents must make themselves aware of any program and fill out a form excusing their child’s attendance. The curriculum is explicit and perverse, all under the guise of sexual diversity. Most public school systems and the majority of secular child psychologists promote this early education to nullify sexual hang-ups and prejudice.
In reality, this creates a Sodomite society that grooms children to embrace sexual immorality without having to suppress a painful conscience.
Children are not safe on most streets in America without adult escorts. Children rape children, as the case in high school initiations. Prospective college athletes are enticed to attend schools through sexual favors and escort services. College spring breaks often degenerate into orgies.
The Internet is not safe. Pedophiles now hide in churches, befriending families, neighbors, and friends, searching for opportunities. Sexual predators, child abductors, molesters, rapists and other violent sexual criminals are increasing in number and in boldness. Judges are reluctant to incarcerate because of over-filled prison systems. Many liberal courts and perverse judicial rulings allow criminals to roam free. Young Carlie Brucia in Sarasota, Florida was a recent victim of a society racing toward sodomy. What is more terrifying—it will get worse.
An Immoral Nation, A Phony And Idolatrous Church That Despises Little Ones
God abandoned Israel when the nation reached a point in idol worship that was unstoppable. At times, Baal, Asherah and Moloch worship permeated Israel’s culture and worship. They honored God with their lips, but their hearts were far from really loving and obeying God. They took their idols into their hearts and their everyday living revolved around these false gods and household idols. When God sent prophets to warn and correct, Israel rejected, hated, stoned and even killed them. When the idol worship expanded to the sacrifice of children, God abandoned Israel to the forces of evil.
America’s morals have sunk to this level of decay—even in the church. This nation and a great portion of the church embrace defiling passions, and live godless lives that sacrifice children and despise any authority that says stop or slow down.
What are some of our modern day idols? We often idolize prosperity, money, convenience, success, pleasure, passion, work, leisure, entertainment, fun, excitement, sports, relationships and romance. Narcissistic spousal idolatry runs rampant in society and within the body of Christ, all in the name of marriage. Couples are obsessed with how to make sure their mates bring passion and happiness, demanding perfection, and if not, then divorce. All this adds up to avoiding the everyday, sometimes boring job of raising children properly and trusting God for basic needs, as well as the extras. These pursuits have caused divorce and the abandonment of our children.
Jesus said, “Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me; but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the man by whom the temptation comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life maimed or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that in heaven their angels always behold the face of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18:5-10).
Recently, there was a so-called baptism of the Holy Spirit falling upon many youth groups in charismatic and Pentecostal fellowships. Parents felt secure as their teens became involved in teen groups where they experienced this supposed move of the Spirit of God.
Here is the most deceitful idol of all—the idol of power that most Christians are lusting after. They are looking for a special dose of “Holy Spirit experience” for themselves and their children, an experience that will produce lasting inner peace and pain-numbing euphoric feelings that will magically protect and change their inner life. In reality, these are false spirit experiences coming from a cross less gospel. This faddish movement makes life seem easier and creates magic thinking—a thinking that believes “My children know God now and they are protected from all the world’s vices,” which frees parental consciences from guilt as they run after the things of this world.
In the many years of counseling families and teens, this is one of the biggest and most subtle sacrifices of children in the church.
It was brought to my attention that many of teens attending a Pentecostal church in our community were involved in activities similar to the Toronto Blessing. These teens were all excited and experienced spiritual touches. Word got out and the meetings began to swell in size. The local newspapers reported on this youth group and its activities, and referred to it as a teen revival. This group even got some recognition on a national basis.
The claims were that these teens were coming to Jesus, staying out of trouble and getting off drugs.
The truth was that far too many of these teens were falling right back into their old lifestyles and habits. I became burdened for one particular young man and the Lord led me to stand in the gap for him. I knew that these false experiences were not helping him deal with his problems or bringing him closer to the true Christ.
About a year later, word got back to us that this young man was no longer involved with this group and was back into drugs. He made a connection with some teen gang members to supply them with some marijuana. He met with them late at night and went with them to a less frequented area just outside of town. Somehow, the deal fell through and these teens decided to kill him. They stabbed him several times and left him on the side of the road bleeding to death with a collapsed lung. By the grace of God, someone stopped and took him to the emergency room. It took him months to recover.
The point here is this: these so-called works and manifestations of the Lord just harden the heart of most teens caught up in these empty manifestations. These experiences are like drugs; the effects wear off and the old lifestyle switches back on. These teachings offer a false freedom and are really an alternative “feel good” that, like most feel-good experiences, leave nothing when they wear off; like a drug wearing off, it never changes or heals the inner person. This is not an isolated case.
The Church Of America Is Saying To God “Don’t Bother Us, We’re Having Fun!”
In short, the church of America is saying: Don’t rock the boat; we’re having fun playing church and being entertained.
Truman and Jan Dillingham, a dear brother and sister in the Lord, have a traveling ministry and occasionally come to the Puget Sound area of the Northwest.
They deliver hard-hitting messages, dealing with true issues most ministries seldom address. Their ministry operates in the true gifts, building up those in their meetings. In 1991, Truman told of a prophetic dream he received from the Lord. In this dream he was preaching a death-to-self message, and those listening got up and walked away. In the dream, these Christians went behind a curtain. He walked over, drew open the curtain and saw a multitude of Christians sitting in front of a giant stage full of entertainers. That dream from the Lord was a prophetic warning that pointed to what has truly engulfed the body of Christ today.
Millions of Christians go to church looking for blessings, entertainment and secure feelings. Millions of believers have come seeking and expecting a Hollywood effect, where praise and worship become self-absorbed spirit touches that supposedly set the personal spirit free. Concerts of prayer have sprung up nationwide only to end up in neurotic dance and chant meetings where outsiders would think they have entered a lunatic asylum. Hollywood-like plays and musicals (using secular music or erotic beat) have come to be expected in far too many church worship services.
Fellowships are informally controlled and manipulated by member cliques and carnal board members who push self-serving agendas. Gossip and busybodies undermine leadership, causing dissention and ruin true revival. These wolves in sheep’s clothing love playing church, love controlling others and set themselves up as spiritual leaders walking in self-appointed authority.
Most pastors put up with these charlatans and wolves for fear of their salary and reputation. To survive, leadership must devise new and exciting entertainment, to bring in new converts for fast church growth and tirelessly wear themselves out catering to the Christian elitists who overtake and control thousands of congregations throughout America.
These controlling Christian members refuse to listen to the hard teachings of Christ, embrace the cross and die to their carnal-narcissistic agendas. As Paul wrote, “For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things” (Philippians 3:18,19).
Abandoned To Prosperity
God has given over this nation and the church of America to prosperity. Most believe that material blessings, wealth, and health are signs of God’s approval and protection. Millions of Christians embrace this lie. Leadership in the body of Christ has daubed with whitewash the true condition of God’s people, and this false wall of protection is crumbling. Disaster looms for millions of Christians who are not prepared to navigate in the coming dark days.
The true wall of protection is a proper relationship with God. Christians really believe they are in a safety zone and are prepared to receive the coming Christ. False teachers and money-grabbing ministries teach Christians to live “high on the hog” and “go for all the gusto,” not knowing that they have neglected their relationship with God. Multitudes of Christians have greedily consumed God’s blessings, going after treasures on earth. “Therefore we must pay the closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For if the message declared by angels was valid and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:1-3).
Two centuries leading up to the Great Depression had the Industrial Revolution, World War I, and growth in technology, unprecedented prosperity and an extreme decline in morality. This period culminated into the decade called the Roaring Twenties. In 1919 the Temperance League, backed by Christian churches, succeeded in getting an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the consumption and possession of alcohol or liquor. This self-righteous approach to combating the nation’s sliding immorality led to the worst increase in organized crime and corruption ever.
The Roaring Twenties, depicted as the greatest decade of social change ever known in American history, is also known as the Jazz Age and the age that saw extreme mass consumption, liberal ideas, attacks on religious values and extreme rebellion against Victorian and moral ideals. There were few major catastrophes, but society experienced technological advances with mass production of the automobile, the telephone, and the airplane. Movies became a rage, with private ownership and capitalism driving the idea that anybody with a little “smarts” and luck could become a millionaire.
Sound familiar? Of course, we should see that the judgment of God was the Great Depression, starting with the stock market crash in 1929. Just before the Depression there was little visible trouble—just prosperity and wickedness. God gave no warning as to what was to come. America celebrated, embraced Darwinism (e.g., the Scopes trial), and became self-indulgent as American society transformed its morals.
The 1990s and the 1920s have an uncanny parallel. The discipline of God was mostly missing in these two decades—a time God abandoned this nation to the god of prosperity. This spiritually choked to death true faith, as false leadership opposed the true Gospel of Christ. The eighties and nineties saw the true Holy Spirit pushed out of many sanctuaries, and the idol of prosperity took God’s place.
God has turned away, and the name Ichabod (the glory has departed) is on the doors of many congregations and fellowships across this nation.
Judgment is looming over this nation, and the majority of Christians are headed into trouble that will come without warning and with severe destruction! September 11 was a sample of things to come. There may be hope if true repentance comes to America and the church of America. This trouble has been staved off because some of God’s people have awakened, become repentant and have truly sought the Lord for mercy and more time.
A Polluted Church Handed Down
We tend to blame the current generation for most of our woes. To the contrary, the open rebelliousness of the late sixties progressing to the current generation was handed down from the hypocrisy and the secret sins of our ancestors. The Great Depression dampened immorality and forced much of it underground. The Great Depression and the war brought America and Christians to a more humble and disciplined life. However, as God’s blessings returned, the church—along with America—allowed hypocrisy and greed to creep back in. There has been warning after warning, but for the most part this nation and most Christian churches have refused to repent.
Leadership refuses to chase out the wicked from her midst and has left the church polluted and spiritually dead. Most of our church ancestry left a heritage of lies, legalism, licentious teachings and money-grabbing formulas that manipulate God’s people for greedy church growth. Many who see this wickedness within the church are like Jonah, hiding in the ship, running from God, and asleep at their watch. They avoid criticism for speaking out against these deceitful things. Leadership looks the other way to preserve the tithe.
Paul wrote to the Christians at Corinth, trying to correct this same problem.
“I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But rather I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. ‘Drive out the wicked person from among you’” (1 Corinthians 5: 9-13).
Warning after warning has been given and rejected concerning a needful housecleaning in the church, across all denominations.
The Welsh revival 100 years ago was the beginning of a true revival that should have advanced to America. Instead, Satan squelched it with counterfeit gifts and extremism that portrayed participants as “mad” to the non-believers at large. Evan Roberts, a key leader in the beginning of this move of God, retreated to prayer as he saw this wicked scheme of Satan take over a true move of the Holy Spirit. I recommend War on the Saints, unabridged edition, written by Jessie Penn-Lewis, with Evan Roberts. Make sure you get the unabridged edition. Yes, the gifts are real, but they should not distract from the work of salvation, the cross, and sanctification. This false movement keeps plaguing the church, creating idolatry of “spiritual power” that short-circuits the work of the cross and true revival. This false work covers up sin in the camp and shuts down the true gift of prophecy that exposes evil and hidden issues of the heart within the church.
“The LORD passed before him, and proclaimed, ‘The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation’” (Exodus 34:6,7).
The Church Is No Longer Salt And Light
Jesus warned the church with these words found in Matthew 5:13-16, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. ‘You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.’” And in, Luke 14:34,35 Jesus said; ‘Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is fit neither for the land nor for the dunghill; men throw it away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’”
This generation of Christians has lost its flavor and light before men. Because of this, America is no longer influenced by God through the church to stay a moral course, and moreover, this nation and the church are blind to the evil that is about to come in increasing measure.
On The Verge Of The Great Tribulation
Jesus predicted that wars, rumors of wars, earthquakes and famines, were the beginning signs leading up to the Great Tribulation. One major indicator was intense persecution directed at Christians.
Through the centuries, Christians have suffered persecution, especially in the Eastern civilizations. Today we see the world enmeshed in turmoil driven by religious prejudice with intense hatred now directed at Christians. The Islamic and Jewish religions have fought each other for years. That hatred is currently spreading to include Western civilizations, especially in America and throughout Christianity.
During the last 20 years in America battle lines have formed defining evangelical Christianity and conservative politics as the same, which has the liberals in an uproar. The liberal left now attacks the conservative right as Christianity attempts to influence morality in government. This ideological difference is inciting ever-increasing bitter resentment, and evangelical Christians are about to become targets of hate and persecution.
Homosexual and lesbian politics, as well as the ACLU and other political organizations, have succeeded in evicting religion and God from American politics, government-funded institutions, and public schools. With the conservative agenda in the White House, the election of 2004 brought great heat in this battle.
The many moral battles in politics will soon be an all-out war. Persecution is coming to the Christians of America from other Americans. The polarizing between the forces of darkness and the forces of righteousness and morality is causing all Americans to take sides.
This is a major sign that Christ spoke of as a prelude to the Great Tribulation. Few American Christians see this sign as a warning of a collision with end-time prophecies such as immorality, widespread hatred and persecutions, which are now forefront in politics and everyday life.
Liberals, atheists, and false Christians want a One World Order where, in their minds, achievement of peace and prosperity come by following a socialistic political ideology. This is the work of Satan coming into power with all wicked deception. That which has restrained him is being removed and he will be allowed to make war on the saints. You can count on the coming trouble to throw the unprepared Christian into terrible turmoil. God is about to let the world see what kind of character is in the last-day Christian.
Nuclear Weapons Of Mass Destruction Resurrected
“But as to the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When people say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).
The tension and fear of global nuclear destruction finally ended when the Berlin wall fell. The whole world thought the Cold War was over. God abandoned America and most of the world to a false peace and security. Our wickedness grew with our prosperity, peace and security. America and Christians are still riding on a bubble of lies. The coming sudden destruction and terror will engulf the whole world. Just look what looms over our heads now!
Pakistan and India are in their own nuclear cold war. Pakistan is testing a missile capable of delivering a nuclear warhead. Iran is seeking nuclear weapons of mass destruction. North Korea has the bomb. China now has missiles that will reach the continental United States.
Perestroika (restructuring) is not working and glasnost (openness) is dying! President Vladimir Putin is ressurrecting the old Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist totalitarian state. Old saber rattling between America and Russia is coming back with an escalating war of words. These are words that have weight, as Russia threatens peace and security with new missile technology that can purportedly out-maneuver Bush’s new anti-missile defense system.
I was twelve when the world froze in terror during the Cuban missile crisis. As a sixth grader, we went through emergency drill after drill, hiding under our tables and standing against the walls of our school buildings. Neighbors were building bomb shelters underneath their homes. Unless you lived through this, it’s hard to explain the feelings of terror and constant anxiety. All that fear and insecurity from such potential destruction seemed to just vanish when the Reagan-Bush administrations helped pressure Mikhail Gorbachev to accept free enterprise, tear down the iron curtain and create an open society.
Few see that the world is more dangerous than ever, with individual terrorists, rogue nations, and now China and Russia, concentrating their nuclear threat toward the United States. China’s economy is growing and they are bidding for the world’s limited resources. Russia’s run at democracy was a miserable failure, and now Putin is exercising his authority to restore the iron grip of a centralized communist government. New alliances are forming, as America and the European Union must now compete more than ever with these godless socialistic societies. The prophecies of Daniel and the apostle John in Revelation, with their political alliance metaphors and symbols, begin to make sense.
With a constant terrorist threat, tracking aliens, terrorists, and drug traffic bank account activity demands innovative technology. The mark of the beast does not seem as distant as national identification systems are moving quickly to a biometric-based personal identification/verification technology. Next will be implanted identification technology ensuring that “you are who you say you are.”
A Great Tribulation showdown will come out of seemingly nowhere and the United States will not have the protection of two great oceans as these resurrected super powers aim for economic and political control of the world. What is worse, God’s long-standing protection over America will be gone—since America has seen fit to remove all semblance of God from every government and public institution. Even America’s Christians are filled with arrogance, pride, and self-righteousness while justifying the love of this world—honoring God with their lips, but having hearts far from the true love of God.
Christian, will you continue to listen to lies from the pulpit and follow the false teachers? God has abandoned this nation and the lukewarm church to the god of this world. Will God abandon you or will you take heed and get ready?
“And he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees; as soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near’” (Luke 21:29-31).
“But take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; for it will come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. But watch at all times, praying that you [may have strength] to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke 21:34-36).
Beware—Satan Demands to Sift the Last-Day Christian
Baptism Of Fire Or Sifted By Satan? It’ s Your Choice
Most Christians avoid the discipline of Christ. It is religiously popular to work for God, appear righteous and look down on the lost and hurting. “He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others: ‘Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted’” (Luke 18:9-14).
Like the self-righteous Pharisee in Christ’s comparison to the humble sinner, so it is with most Christians today, few of whom are truly humble.
The belief that Christ has instantly changed the nature of the born-again person has made many think in magic terms. Most deny they have any self-righteousness or reliance on self. If you have been looking down at those struggling in sin and overwhelmed in life, you have two choices to make: either buy from Christ gold refined in fire or expect Satan to sift you until you are thoroughly humbled.
“Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and chasten; so be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3:18,19).
If you think you can stand in the coming days without the true discipline of Christ, you can expect to experience trouble.
God’s Restraint Of The Demonic Is Lifting
God is no longer restraining the demonic sources of filth and immorality that have seeped into our nation and its churches. Like a dam on the verge of bursting, the trickle has grown to an unstoppable rush, with the last restraint ready to break. Expect the floodgates of hell to open all the way very soon. We have all witnessed the obscene become the accepted norm. Through a slow process, this nation’s inner character has been transformed to accept horror, evil and perverseness as legitimate lifestyles and appropriate entertainment.
Pressure for lifting same-sex marriage sanctions by church, state and at national levels is gaining momentum for acceptance. A major liberal Protestant denomination in 2003 elected an openly gay Bishop. We are seeing increasingly, a repulsive Sodom-like behavior spewed out everywhere. A recent radio news brief revealed the student government at the University of California, Berkley is attempting to pass an ordinance that allows public nudity on campus. Certain universities teach more on homosexuality than on economics. Some states have already passed same-sex marriage laws. Other liberal church denominations have also embraced this immorality and even some conservative churches are moving towards its acceptance. This increase in open immorality has been oozing into society drip by drip. Expect some major milestones in liberal interpretations of the Constitution that will cause a landslide of filth to come upon this nation very soon. Some liberal Democrats are making this a campaign issue.
The Judgment Of Abandonment
The church has rejected the Lordship of Christ and His discipline, so the only thing left is the judgment of abandonment. God is giving the church and this nation what it wants. We have disregarded correction and reproof. Because we have rejected His Word, He now has given us over to the powers of darkness. God is about to turn this generation of Christians over to Satan for severe sifting. God will allow Satan to dump filth, violence, lust, prosperity and perversion on America and the church with no restraint.
Judgment Begins With The Household Of God
“For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? And if the righteous man is scarcely saved, where will the impious and sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:17, 18).
Millions of Christians have embraced the false gospel of cheap grace. Their lust and greed have made a shipwreck of their faith. Secret sin and hardened hearts permeate the body of Christ. God has warned, coaxed, wooed, and pleaded for repentance to the last three generations of Christians. Now judgment must come to purify the body of Christ.
Read the following passage from the book of Hebrews to get more insight concerning Christ, the Judge of God’s people.
“For if we sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire which will consume the adversaries. A man who has violated the law of Moses dies without mercy at the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by the man who has spurned the Son of God, and profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:26-31).
Yes, the majority of God’s people in this nation have grieved, outraged, and chased the Holy Spirit out of God’s sanctuaries. The church is about to reap what it has sown!
Given Over To The Lust Of Knowledge, Power, Prosperity And Freedom
The church in America has rejected the word of the cross and refused to die to self. Carnality and soulish religious experiences have taken the place of the cross. Instead of picking up our cross daily, suffering the work of inner sanctification, and growing up in the discipline of the Lord, we have sought after quick-fix shortcuts that help maintain the carnal self-life. We can still look religious and faithful on the outside and avoid the pain and suffering associated with the death of our old sin and carnal nature.
Christian literature, videos, and television shows have flooded the body of Christ with one teaching after another—one fad program after another. God’s people are ever learning, but never obtaining the true grace of God. There are teachings on: How to pray, how to battle the enemy, how to win back this nation, how to save your marriage, how to get instant inner peace, how to work with angels, how to live in harmony with your family and neighbors, how to have great church growth—the list goes on and on. Some of this is of God, but most have fallen far short in discerning which teachings are the sound doctrines of Christ. False teachings prosper because the body of Christ wants the false teachings! We want to hear about the easy way, not about the narrow gate and the hard path that leads to life.
Hunger for spiritual power—not righteousness—has swept over many Christians. Millions of Christians are unsatisfied with their walk, and think spiritual power will bring contentment and peace. Instead of hungering and thirsting after righteousness and embracing the cross, multitudes of Christians are taking shortcuts and entering the wide gate! Like Simon the Magician, many in the body of Christ seek after power for the wrong motives, embracing false doctrines until finally they get what they lusted after—spiritual power—but that power is not the Holy Spirit. (See 2 Corinthians 11:4).
Lust for the good life that our affluent society offers has consumed most Christians. False prosperity teachings abound and they seem to work. That is because God has abandoned millions of Christians to this idol of the heart, which is the love of money.
Jesus said: “Come unto me,” “Take my yoke,” and “Learn of me,” but the church has said, “Jesus, we believe, so come to us and entertain us, prosper us, bless us, and set us free! Set us free to do what we always wanted to do, to go where we want to go when we want!”
We love Jesus for what we thought He promised to do for us concerning the so-called abundant life. Our love for Jesus is deep, as long as the material blessings hold out. When trouble and discipline come, when God applies the cross to our lives, our true lack of commitment of heart becomes obvious. Jesus allowed Peter to see the truth to break denial about his self-reliance, self-deception and pride. Christ did this by allowing Satan to sift Peter for a season; even then, Peter still struggled with insecurity and jealousy.
Remember the words that Jesus spoke to Peter. “’Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you girded yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go.’ (This he said to show by what death he was to glorify God). And after this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Peter turned and saw following them the disciple whom Jesus loved, who had lain close to his breast at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about this man?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’” (John 21:18-22).
The church wants knowledge, power, prosperity and freedom, without paying the price of total service and obedience to Christ. Christians want power and prestige to do what they want to do when they want, with no suffering or persecution. Jesus is saying to this generation of Christians: “Do you love me more than these?”
Expect More Lawful Nudity
The next level of judgment will not be the economic crash (although that will come soon enough), but an avalanche of immoral acts backed by law. God is going to allow the filth of hell to vomit forth onto the lives of God’s people. Only the pure at heart and the true lover of Christ will be protected. The lukewarm Christian and hypocrite will be overwhelmed.
We, as a nation and as a church, have come to the state arrived by at Nineveh—that immoral condition which forced God to judge that nation. Like that corrupt and wicked society, God is also against America. “Behold, I am against you, says the LORD of hosts, and will lift up your skirts over your face; and I will let nations look on your nakedness and kingdoms on your shame. I will throw filth at you and treat you with contempt, and make you a gazing stock” (Nahum 3:5-6).
This flood of filth has begun and we are already shocked, but we have not seen the worst of it. The avalanche of filth and perversion that is going to come will shock even the ungodly and wicked at first, but soon the majority will embrace it whole-heartedly.
Nudity will become legal in certain public venues protected by law. There is a new spiritual dimension Satan is inspiring in the land—the spirituality of nudity, a return to the Garden of Eden in the flesh, a spiritual awakening to public nakedness.
This is not a streaking or a fad of exhibitionism, but an added dimension of the satanic spirituality that is coming with this avalanche of filth. There will be no blushing, guilt or sense of wrongness. Satan is numbing the conscience of this nation and then searing it.
Vexation Of The Soul—A Sodom And Gomorrah Lust-Fest Is Coming
Here is where the Christian must be prepared to persevere. The body of Christ is not prepared for what is about to be unleashed upon this nation. The main reason for this warning is to hopefully awaken some, but time is running short; we must get ready now! (See Ephesians 5:1-20).
Every true Christian must seek cleansing and separation. Even though this immorality will be flaunted in our face, if we are cleansed it will not affect us. “To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are corrupted. They profess to know God, but they deny him by their deeds; they are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good deed” (Titus 1:15-16).
There is coming a new round of filth vomited from hell, directed at the lukewarm Christian and the doubled-minded saint. There will be Christian leaders exposed for sexual sins. The Jim and Tammy Bakker downfall, coupled with the Jimmy Swaggart exposé seemed unbelievable, but the coming backlash attack on Christians and many of the saints will be almost overwhelming. Jim Bakker came out of his trouble apparently humbled, giving insight to others on how these false teachings set him up to fall and I hope and trust that Brother Swaggart is healed and restored.
The coming flood of demonic sexual temptations will finally wake up many Christians to the fact that this society has become as Sodom. The world will finally begin to cross the line of judgment, completely. America’s sexual preoccupations will become sexual obsessions. Pastors, church leaders, Christian men and women will have sexual temptations thrown at them when they least expect it. Many will fall into gross sin and sexual misconduct. A Sodom-like deluge of sexual predators will be knocking at the door of the Christian heart. Many Christians will open the door wide!
The event at the 2004 Super Bowl is a hint of the sexual nudity coming. Like Janet Jackson, other artists will continue to push the envelope of nudity and public graphic sexual lewdness. Millions of people, including children, instantly saw Jackson’s breast. Even with this outrage, inch-by-inch, standards will continue to be lowered, allowing Sodom-like behavior.
No saint will be exempt. Those who refuse to embrace the truth about their own hidden impurities will not stand; any indulgent, fleshly sexual latent desires will overtake them! Only the cleansed will stand during this tidal wave of filth.
Why is this coming? Millions of Christians believe the blood of Jesus will protect them, no matter what comes at them, however they never allowed God to apply the work of the cross that brings death to their sin nature and carnal self-life. They played church instead, covering up the truth about their inner hidden desires.
“There are those who are pure in their own eyes but are not cleansed of their filth” (Proverbs 30:12). And, “‘Therefore come out from them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters,’ says the Lord Almighty. Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 6:17,18—7:1).
Now a flood of sexual filth is about to overwhelm millions of Christians. Like Lot, who was spellbound by Sodom’s wickedness, so too the last-day Christian will have sexual predators knocking at the door of their hearts.
Dr. James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family, interviewed a radio guest, Jim Taylor, who described what took place in an art class held on the campus of the University of Southern California. A prostitute who was attending the art class brought two lesbians to the class. They performed sex acts in front of the class, which was the prostitute’s art project. Some of the students protested, but no appropriate action came against the department dean or the professor who sanctioned the immoral conduct.
With each wave of increased immorality and societal acceptance, unclean Christians will be forced to become purified or be driven into a lifestyle that is damning. The “wannabe” Christian will fall away from Christ or run with denominations that suit their particular sinful lifestyle.
In 2 Peter 2:4-11 it reads, “For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of nether gloom to be kept until the judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven other persons, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction and made them an example to those who were to be ungodly; and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the wicked (for by what that righteous man saw and heard as he lived among them, he was vexed in his righteous soul day after day with their lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. Bold and willful, they are not afraid to revile the glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a reviling judgment upon them before the Lord.”
The lewdness will be so powerful that many Christians will find themselves defenseless. The full armor of God that most Christians were led to believe they had put on (I must say, they attempt to magically put on God’s armor) will not stop this vexing evil that is about to be unleashed. The “quick-fix” doctrines that avoid inner sanctification and cleansing will be no match for this flood of filth. The perverse filth that Christians will be exposed to will penetrate the spirit and soul of those who avoided the fire of sanctification.
During September 2000, a prominent Christian leader who was a reformed homosexual was tempted to enter a homosexual bar while he visited Washington, DC on business. He tried to cover this up, and later admitted he went there on purpose. Why does this happen to so many Christians, even to those who try so hard to follow Christ and live in righteousness?
This is due to the lack of instruction and sound doctrine that deals with hidden defilements and wounds to their spirit. There are defilements still lodged deep within. Many gloss over or ignore these hidden issues. Many avoid the painful work of the cross, which, if embraced, will allow the whole armor of God to become their own. The armor of God becomes inner Christlike character, not some magic thinking put on by chanting false Christian incantations. No, instead, wounded Christians learn how to take the wide gate and the easy path. They are pure in their own eyes and believe they can stand. Again, as in Proverbs 30:12, they are pure in their own eyes.
“‘Therefore come out from them, and be separate from them,’ says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters,’ says the Lord Almighty. Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 6:17–7:1).
The Final Party Is In Full Swing
A party spirit has swept this nation and has even crept into most churches. Mardi Gras-like festivals are springing up in increasing numbers. Many college spring breaks have become orgies. The annual Burning Man Festival in Nevada is an example of the growth of immorality and lewdness. The Louisiana Mardi Gras has become a spectacle of sordid public sexual acts. Gay Pride Mardi Gras are growing and receiving more and more media coverage—indeed America is becoming a Sodom-like society.
This same party spirit has pulled millions of Christians into a life that craves entertaining events, empty spiritual manifestations, fellowship socials, retreats and vacations. College and teen youth groups produce entertaining events and outings to keep the wavering Christian in the fold. Pastors pander to these latent desires, serving up entertaining praise, worship, group meetings and mission outings.
Christians bored with life become busybodies and gossips meddling in the affairs of others. Swayed by various impulses and carnal desires, these Christians run from meeting to meeting. They listen to anybody but never arrive at the knowledge of the truth. They never obtain the grace of God. They are malcontents who demand attention and entertainment from the pulpit. “These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own passions, loud-mouthed boasters, flattering people to gain advantage. But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said to you, "In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions It is these who set up divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 16-19).
Spellbound Christians With Lingering Curiosity And Voyeurism
The vexing power of Sodom held Lot spellbound. That is where many Christians are now, held spellbound by their own uncleanness. Many Christians are outwardly appalled but inwardly interested in, and gazing at the perverse activity with no expression of outrage. On the other hand, there is an outrage that is condemning, finger-pointing and hypocritical from the self-righteous, religious right. This outrage, like the Pharisees’ self-righteous condemnation, is often a counter-balance suppression of hidden inner perverseness and lustful desires.
Two angels urged Lot to arise, take his family, and flee for their lives. However, Scripture states he lingered. “So the men (angels) had to seize him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him forth and set him outside the city… They said, ‘Flee for your life; do not look back or stop any where in the valley; flee to the hills, lest you be consumed’” (Genesis 19:15-17).
Lot’s family carried the defilements of Sodom with them, for we see later how Lot’s wife looked back, causing her death. (See Luke 17:26-37). Lot’s own daughters got him drunk two nights in a row, slept with him, and each conceived a child. One child was Ben-ammi, the father of the Ammonites who made war against Israel. The other child, Moab, became the father of the Moabites; these people also were enemies of God’s people. Even though Lot and his daughters were spared, the defilements of Sodom clung to them having far-reaching consequences.
This very issue is what overcame in the preceding example—the formerly gay Christian lingered over his former Sodom-like perverse lifestyle. He was looking back because the perverse issues and defilements that led him into this lifestyle in the first place were still within his spirit. The church and the ministries with which he was involved did not teach inner sanctification or getting down to the root of these latent perverse passions and allowing the Holy Spirit to thoroughly weed out and heal.
To emphasize, when we are born again we must become separate from old sinful life patterns, dig deep into our thoughts and attitudes concerning all of life in fear and trembling, cleansing ourselves of all past defilements. We must be renewed in the spirit of our minds and put off our old nature, which is like our former manner of life. (See 2 Corinthians 7:1 and Ephesians 4:22-32).
The eye is the lamp of the body, and as we expose ourselves to perversion and wickedness, our spirit and soul become desensitized and defiled. Many Christians walk in a light that is really darkness. Millions of believers expose themselves to the defiling light of the TV screen that penetrates to the core of their being. Deceived by a spiritual and religious pride, they gaze upon the wicked, thinking that they are immune to sin and its powers of destruction and defilement. They watch and become spellbound as demons re-flash defiling scenes across the minds, attacking to push these unprepared Christians into secret sin and foul inner fantasies to shipwreck their faith. Many will succumb and fall into sin and perversion as hell torments their souls, day and night. The result for many Christians will be a complete falling away. Remember what Jesus taught.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:19-24).
Magic Formulas Won’t Work Any More
Is there a vexation from what you are witnessing? Then there are defilements from your past still lodged within your soul and spirit. If you play church and practice a mental pretend game with yourself concerning the full armor of God, or plead the blood of Christ, or any other superstitious quick-fix gimmick, you are in for the shock of your life. If you believe you can just “praise” this attack off, you are mistaken. Merely because you tithe faithfully, attend church regularly, or are in the ministry, these activities will not exempt you from the oncoming satanic onslaught.
No, you must go through the discipline of the Lord. You must experience firsthand God’s penetrating work in your heart and spirit where He tests, and sometimes sends fiery trials that purge, cleanse and heal the deep wounds and defilements in which many Christians still walk. You must allow Christ to expose defilements hidden within. Do not condemn yourself when the Lord exposes the hidden; do not be shocked, but take ownership and confess to yourself the ugliness. Partner with likeminded Christians and hold each other accountable to press in, confess issues, pray with one another and trust in God’s faithfulness.
This is humbling, but God will grant cleansing, healing and restoration. Humble yourself before God and He will exalt you. I will discuss in more detail how to cooperate with God in these tests and trials, and how to allow the Holy Spirit to cleanse carnal passions hidden deep within so many dear saints.
Satan Has Been Playing Possum
One of Satan’s favorite tricks is to deceive. Like the Trojan horse, the enemy of our soul has come into our camp as an angel of light and a worker of righteousness. (See 2 Corinthians 11:12-15). Satan sends in false apostles, ministers and teachers who are deceitful and disguised as believers of Christ. The apostle Paul referred to these as superlative apostles who boast as though they worked as a true apostle. These same type of imposters are everywhere in the body of Christ today, and they amaze millions of Christians. Miracles abound, tricking many to believe false teachers and their false teachings. Signs and wonders follow these so-called great men and women of God, but in reality the spiritual power brought forth is straight from hell. In many cases, Satan gladly exchanges an outer physical ailment for a hell-inspired doctrine. The physical ailments and problems seem healed, at least temporarily, but the soul and spirit are now in grave danger of severe deception empowered by a supernatural religious demon and/or demonic principality.
Leaders of these angel of light ministries that have invaded the body of Christ have a counterfeit faith about which the apostle Paul warned Timothy. (See 2 Timothy 3:1-9). Satan plays dead, like a possum, so that later he can really destroy the deceived. He will soon come calling on all those who have embraced the false doctrines and entertained demonic powers as the work of the Holy Spirit. Those who went along with these angel of light ministries will fall into trouble and temptation that will either destroy what faith is left or awaken the deceived believer to the truth. They will encounter trouble, as Satan will attempt to drag them down, but God is faithful and will save those who repent in time.
As for the angel of light ministries, payday is coming because God is not mocked! When trouble comes, these false teachers will not have a following any longer. When the sifting comes, God will raise up true servants and ministries. These will have the answers and the true power of God resting upon them. They will glorify Jesus, not themselves, and be used mightily to help the formerly deceived and lukewarm Christian receive repentance, as they put their hope in the living true Christ.
Millions Of Christians Are Double-minded And Passive
Our wounds are grievous and in need of deep healing. However, as in the days of Jeremiah, so it is today. Far too many Christian leaders and Christian higher education institutions have turned God’s wounded people over to secular healers who probe into their wounds scientifically, leaving God out of the therapy. Most of these hurting people receive help in the form of a pill and are told they will never be healthy, that they have an incurable mental disease.
Most ministries do not dare touch these hurting Christians. It is hard work and we are told that only the professionals can help. Pastors are not equipped to deal with the double-minded child of God, yet the Bible has the answers. The price to pay in ministering to the truly hurting is great, and few ministries choose to pay that price.
Instead, most churches cater to the so-called “good” and “normal” people. Church growth focuses on bringing in the already-have-it-together people. Preferential ministry is given and the hurting and dysfunctional are avoided and pushed aside. (See James 2:1-13). We have fallen to the state to which Israel had succumbed when judgment came to that nation.
“For from the least to the greatest of them, every one is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, every one deals falsely. They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all ashamed; they did not know how to blush. ‘Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I punish them, they shall be overthrown,’ says the LORD. Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Give heed to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not give heed.’ Therefore hear, O nations, and know, O congregation, what will happen to them. Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing evil upon this people, the fruit of their devices, because they have not given heed to my words; and as for my law, they have rejected it” (Jeremiah 6:13-19).
The double-minded Christian is passive and disassociates from reality. The Biblical term, double-minded means two-souled or twice a soul. Our soul contains our conscious mind, the spirit of our mind (unconscious and subconscious mind) and heart, and our heart is the seat of our emotions. Another aspect of doubled-mindedness is that the personal spirit can be wounded, broken and even crushed, in some cases crushed in pieces. (See James 4:1-10; Ephesians 4:22-24; Romans 12:1,2; Proverbs 15:4,13; 17:22; 18:14; 20:27).
Thus, being doubled-minded means one suffers from divisions within and between the mind, heart and spirit. Peter was double-minded and in denial of his condition. Satan demanded to sift Peter because of his arrogant denial. Jesus warned Peter of his condition and Peter denied that any kind of flawed character existed inside him. Therefore, Jesus allowed Satan to sift Peter. The Lord did pray for Peter’s faith that it would not fail; so when Peter hit bottom and woke up to the truth, he then would have answers for his brethren. Jesus allowed Satan to sift Peter to a point. This forced Peter to see the (Simon) part within; this was a hidden, divided part of Peter.
This is the case with millions of Christians today. From severe schizophrenia to mild dissociative disorders, God’s people suffer from different degrees of wounds to the spirit, mind and emotions. There is healing and wholeness for God’s people who suffer such and who want to go all the way with Christ.
Most Christians, when confronted with the truth choose to stay wounded and unstable, which only allows Satan to continue to harass and torment. Each Christian is tempted and lured into vices and sin through his own hidden desires. (See James 1:12-15). Study the book of James, especially chapters three and four. One must count the cost to go all the way with Jesus. In other words, work out your own inner salvation in fear and trembling. I will be quite frank, as I share from my own healing and sanctification work; it is not easy! Remember, God is faithful, and He will lead and guide you, but it is up to you, for faith without works is dead.
Bitter Jealousy And Selfish Ambition Run Rampant In The Body Of Christ
Just as Peter was in denial of his duality, so are many Christians. These Christians avoid the reality of their inner, sick, and divided self, which stems from past defilements from childhood wounds and from sinful lifestyles as adults. One of the most prevalent maladies within many Christian families and fellowships is bitter jealousy and selfish ambition.
Many Christians in this condition live an aggressive, pushy Christian lifestyle. They deny the truth about their inner motives for Christian service and ministry. Self-pity, jealous outbursts, subtle manipulation of other Christians, and hunger for leadership and recognition, drive these wounded Christians into religious works. As it says in James, wherever this condition exists and is not dealt with, all manner of disorder and vile practices will take place. (Paraphrased from James 3:15,16). This condition and the results of it are not of God, but rather earthly, unspiritual and devilish.
Many pastors and Christian leaders suffer from this condition themselves, and many in leadership enlist and release Christian workers motivated by bitter jealousy and selfish ambition. This spiritual state is prevalent throughout the body of Christ and this condition gives Satan a right to attack and bring disorder. In some cases it can destroy whole fellowships and families. The teachings that help motivate Christians for service by identifying the so-called personality types are in reality false teachings that harness carnal personalities stemming from dividedness of soul and personal spirit.
As stated earlier, the common surface symptom of being double-minded is passivity. Divided Christians are passive in mind, allowing outside influences to break and lose train of thought. Their inner carnal desires derail any truthful examination of motives and intentions of the heart; thus, these divided Christians seem active but are very passive in mind. They are unstable, emotionally volatile and very moody. They have extreme emotional highs allowing them to accomplish much in an obsessive manner, especially if they get acknowledgment. Then, they often burnout, become depressed and suffer basic lack of motivation for doing the mundane task of everyday living.
These symptoms, as well as others, are the results of their natural, carnal defense and survival mechanisms that allow hidden pain from past abuse to stay suppressed.
This and other characteristics discussed later in this book and in more detail in our next volume are why double-minded Christians fall prey to the false teachings and empty spiritual encounters. These meetings give mesmerizing and soothing feelings to the wounded spirit and divided soul facilitated by demonic spirits counterfeiting as the presence of God. These double-minded Christians indeed lust after a dose of spiritual Prozac to help suppress the pain and conviction of the true Holy Spirit; and like King Saul, find comfort from the tormenting spirits allowed by God to break them of their denial. Their minds are passive or lazy as they seek spiritual experiences that continue to numb inner warnings given by God. At the root of their passivity and lusts, are issues of bitter jealousy and selfish ambition, which should be exposed, cleansed and healed. Instead, many leaders serve up carnal, fanatical dance and chant meetings mixed with various carnal methods to stir the personal spirit and soul into a hyper-euphoric state—another dose of spiritual Prozac.
Satan Uses Jealous Christians To Spiritually Attack Others
One of the most insidious works of Satan is using double-minded carnal Christians to attack others by the use of their own personal spirit. Satan tried to use Peter to oppose Christ. Peter’s words were not his own, but were Satan’s thoughts working through Peter’s dividedness.
“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do men say that the Son of man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’ Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid, Lord! This shall never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men’” (Matthew 16:13-23).
Not too many Christians understand why Jesus turned to Peter and addressed Satan. In one moment, Peter has divine insight concerning the Christ, then the next moment Satan is channeling through Peter in opposing the Lord. How can this be?
Satan used a part of Peter’s inner being (spirit) because Peter was double-minded or twice a soul (divided). This kind of divided condition exists within many Christians today. Divided in heart, mind and/or spirit, Christians are vulnerable to satanic influences that can channel and even enlist their personal spirit to oppose God’s will in the lives of others. These divided Christians can have their divided spirit intertwined with demonic powers. One part of the Christian has faith, but deeper inner parts are still hanging onto the world, suffering from jealousy, insecurities, wounds, bitterness, envy, or selfish ambitions. They are ready to glorify self, usually at the expense of others. Divided Christians are very competitive for recognition and praise. These defiling issues of heart and spirit can often have a spirit of witchcraft intertwined within their fragmented spirits.
Contrary to false doctrine, when one is born again, a divided state can exist in the old sin nature, soul and personal spirit. In addition, this divided condition is not magically swept away instantly at the born-again experience. A divided heart is the most severe issue for the divided Christian. Like king Saul in the Old Testament, the Christian with a divided or double heart can become very obsessive and even murderous. Overcoming this condition is paramount to a healthy and fulfilled life in Christ.
In Peter’s case we find that when Jesus warned Peter about Satan’s desire to sift him, Jesus addressed Peter in a very enlightening way.
Jesus said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, strengthen your brethren” (Luke 22:31,32).
The Greek word Christ used in this passage for the word you, in saying Satan demanded to have you, and further on in this verse, to sift you like wheat is in this case plural, not singular, meaning the two of you—or, both of you.
But where Christ says, but I have prayed for you, this use for the word you in the Greek is singular, that is, one of you.
This helps us understand how the double-minded condition can have true dividedness of personality and character.
Further, the Christian human spirit, when divided and defiled, has a potential spiritual power that can touch others, having distinct symptoms and harmful results. The demonic can use an unregenerate and defiled part of a divided human spirit to spiritually attack others. When a human spirit attacks another under a demonic influence, the results can be serious, and sometimes even fatal. This is a major area of satanic work—to use a human spirit in a so-called out-of-body spiritual experience.
Sifting Is Coming To This Generation Of Christians
Peter was in denial of his double-minded condition and his inner character flaws that needed changing. Satan saw Peter’s potential for the kingdom of God, but also saw his divided condition as an opportunity to destroy this disciple of Christ. Satan demanded to sift Peter and cause him to deny the Lord, to run Peter through a series of attacks and trials in hopes that Peter would fall away from the Lord for good. If Satan could incite Peter with self-condemnation and fill his heart with self-pity, he might get Peter to give up. If Satan could get Peter to believe that he should have been able to die with Christ, which might get Peter to believe that he was no different from Judas, and we all know what happened to that son of perdition.
Literally, thousands upon thousands of Christians are in this sick spiritual condition. In these coming days, some who are in this condition will choose suicide to escape the torments of Satan, while the majority will just fall away, denying they ever knew Jesus.
However, Jesus prayed for Peter’s faith. Jesus did not pray for his self-righteousness and false courage, which needed to die on the cross. As long as Christians are in denial of a divided condition, the work of the cross becomes ineffective in crucifying the works of the flesh. They deny Christ yet proclaim Him, becoming enemies of the cross. (See Galatians 5:13-25 Philippians 3:17-19) The divided believer must die to inner selfish agendas. Each divided part will have contradictory beliefs, which will require change or transformation to the new life in Christ. Christ allowed Satan to sift Peter in order to expose his double-mindedness. In reality, Satan became a pawn in the hand of Christ in exposing Peter’s inner problems.
Persecution and possible death ignited Peter’s sifting. This generation of Christians will soon know what it means to suffer persecution. God will allow Satan to drive lukewarm and carnal Christians into turmoil and confusion to awaken as many as possible to the truth.
Society is about to heave hatred, rejection and intimidation toward every Christian who professes Christ. Satan is asking permission to terrorize Christians, especially those who pridefully flaunt Christ on bumper stickers, practice in-your-face witnessing, being misled to believe this is true witnessing for Christ. For those who sanctimoniously protest against immorality while denying their own sins, hate and persecution will increase even more.
The stir over Mel Gibson’s movie, The Passion of the Christ, is helping fuel a deep distaste for Christians. Few Christians understand the evils inflicted upon Jews and Muslims by Christianity during the crusades of the middle ages. Indeed, during these last days Satan will resurrect old world religious conflicts to pit an apostate church against its religious rivals in a mighty war over souls.
The Passion depicts Christ’s last 12 hours of life leading up to His death on the cross. Indeed, this movie leaves out important aspects of God’s plan of redemption and is rooted in carnal religious Christianity that brazenly talks Christ, but has not the true character of Christ. I will share more about this movie in the following chapter, Doctrines of Men and Demons.
In 2002, during one of the most critical elections of our lives, I watched a popular Christian TV network run their “praise-a-thon,” attempting to raise millions of dollars to finish another end-time movie that quite frankly is irrelevant, theologically wrong and later, was to be clouded with accusations of plagiarism. Instead of calling Christian listeners to prayer and fasting during this time, they begged for money, sang, and preached the message of “give to get.” They laid upon their supporters a false responsibility to maintain 15 broadcast satellites at $700,000 per month. This, along with their other fleshly projects and extravagant facilities, bleeds their supporters dry. What is so disheartening is most ministry programs tend to make viewers hardened to the true Gospel and arrogantly embrace a shallow compromised Gospel.
These, and most national ministries, have not a clue concerning the trouble that is in store for the body of Christ. Like many, these Christian ministries, along with their leaders and supporters, have little time left to repent. Many are at risk of being “left behind” or barred from the marriage feast, and justly so!
Persecution toward Christians will increase from the far-left liberals. Secretly organized hate campaigns will spew poison against the outspoken far-right Christian conservatives. This began as part of the effort to get President George W. Bush out of the White House. The fires of the last-day persecution that Jesus prophesied are igniting. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9).
T
his type of attack has always been in the devil’s arsenal, but soon thousands and thousands of church-going, believing Christians are going to be run through the most horrific sifting that has ever been experienced. Literally, thousands of Christians will weep bitterly and find themselves in the pit of despair. They will writhe in agony over the troubles and temptations that have overtaken them. They will cry out, but they will get only silence from God. God will allow everything that they hold dear and have made an idol become crushed and ruined. There will be no hope in any program, fellowship, or so-called counsel in and of itself. Many will hear the truth but reject it, due to their watered-down-gospel-hardened hearts. When the sifting is at its peak, those who cry out to God and repent will see the light. Jesus Himself will come to the rescue and call them back to Himself. These broken and cleansed saints will give up the false, the lust of the flesh and pride of life, and let go of the love of the world, never to leave His side again. True humility will result from this sifting discipline.
As for many double-minded Christians, who rejected conscience and allowed their faith to shipwreck, the party will be over. (See 1 Timothy 1:19) These Christians, who foolishly shunned sanctification and death to self, will find themselves left behind. Jesus will have His Church without spot, wrinkle or blemish. That means the false and carnal will not enter into the coming kingdom of God! (See the parable of the wise and foolish maidens found in Matthew 25:1-13).
Jesus wants disciples and workers who are truly faithful and loyal unto death—not pretending they are. He knows who is true and who is phony. The sifting is coming, and if you think you are exempt, you had better take heed. “Therefore let any one who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Part of the sifting of this generation of Christians has been with prosperity, knowledge, and licentiousness. This flood of filth and persecution will challenge all Christians and wake up many, forcing them to truly seek God. Unfortunately, many Christians will not leave (in their secret heart) the curiosity, lust and greed of the world. Remember, Jesus warned of this end-time sifting when He said, “Remember Lot’s wife!”
T
his economic prosperity, persecution and avalanche of filth will pull in insincere and phony Christians all the way. No more straddling the fence and lingering over a society turned Sodom; millions of Christians will be in the valley of decision. Those ministers and pillow prophets who watered down the Gospel and lightened up God’s tough-love messages of repentance and judgment will suffer grave consequences. Leaders who taught Christians to cover up past defilements and placate the uncrucified sin nature and double-mindedness will find themselves in deep trouble with God.
When the economic crash comes—and it will come soon—these game-playing Christians will want back into God’s fold, but for many it will be too late! However, Christians who cleanse themselves and endure to the end, as Jesus said, will be saved! They will stand in the coming flood, because they dug deep and built their life on the solid rock! (See Luke 6:45-49 and 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1).
The Sign Of Jonah—For The Church
Nineveh, the ancient capital city of the Assyrian Empire, was evil and epitomized Israel’s oppression. The Lord called the prophet Jonah to go to this city and declare an irrevocable judgment upon the city and its people. Most are familiar with Jonah boarding a ship to flee from the Lord’s presence. If you are not familiar with this story, read the short book of Jonah for background.
Now God has Jonah’s attention and tells Jonah to pronounce an immediate and irrevocable judgment coming upon Nineveh and all its inhabitants at the hand of God. “Yet 40 days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
Jonah enters the city and repeatedly announces this message. Within a day’s journey into this large city, the people believed God and started fasting and humbling themselves. Word of this spread and the king, hearing the news, also humbled himself and published a proclamation throughout Nineveh that everyone was not to eat or drink; and all were to be covered with sackcloth and cry out to God. In addition, everyone was to turn from all evil and violence. The king ended the proclamation, stating, “Who knows, God may yet repent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we perish not?” (Jonah 3:9).
God saw this turning from sin with contrition, changed His mind, and chose not to allow destruction to come upon Nineveh. Jonah was not happy about this and became angry. Jonah told God, “I pray thee, Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that thou art a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repentest of evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take my life from me, I beseech thee, for it is better for me to die than to live” (Jonah 4:2,3).
Israel expected God to deliver them from the Assyrian rule, yet Israel was still oppressed, due to wickedness covered by national self-righteousness. As God’s people, they had not repented of their own wickedness and false worship of God.
So when Jonah first heard from God, he knew that if Nineveh repented, most likely God would stay judgment. The type of warning Jonah was to give was irrevocable. This meant it did not matter what Nineveh did; it would come to pass regardless—in 40 days!
One must understand; God gave Israel a rule in determining a false prophet. If the prophecy does not come to pass, then the prophet is false. Now we can truly understand Jonah’s reluctance and disobedience, as well as his wanting to die when God relented. As far as Israel was concerned, Jonah was a false prophet. Nevertheless, because Jonah delivered this terrifying, end-of-Nineveh message, all of Nineveh turned from their evil ways. God’s answer to Jonah’s complaint was, “And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?” (Jonah 4:11).
W
hen Christ came to Israel—God’s chosen people—they did not believe Him and thus looked for a sign in order to believe. Jesus said the only sign they would receive from Him concerning God’s work was the sign of Jonah. Again, Israel, as God’s people, was under rule of the Roman Empire due to their own sinfulness and disobedience. They were looking for a prophet, or even the promised Messiah, to deliver them from the Roman oppression.
As God’s people, they had great disdain for their Gentile-pagan oppressors. They looked for deliverance from the evil Roman occupation, not willing to see that Christ came to deliver Israel and the world from the evil human sin nature.
“When the crowds were increasing, He began to say, “This generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah. For as Jonah became a sign to the men of Nineveh, so will the Son of man be to this generation. The queen of the South will arise at the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh will arise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a bushel, but on a stand, that those who enter may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is sound, your whole body is full of light; but when it is not sound, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its rays gives you light” (Luke 11:29-36).
Millions of Christians are looking to the signs of Christ coming. They are eager for the rapture (caught up to the clouds to be with Christ) before the Great Tribulation starts. Most Christians refuse to embrace the truth found in Scripture concerning the Second Coming. They believe lies that put them at ease, thinking they walk in the light as Israel did, declaring to be right with God by comparison to the lost and the wicked. The light of the truth concerning Christ’s return has been darkened by believing false doctrine excusing them from the tough work God requires His people to endure. They are not ready to endure trouble for God and be a witness to the lost when the Great Tribulation comes and awakens millions to the truth.
Instead, they point the finger at the wicked; saying, “Christ is going to rapture us to safety and you will be in terrible trouble, you horrible sinners.” They are like malingerers in the military, looking for excused duty in the heat of battle. They are running from God’s call to holiness and sacrificial living for Christ. Millions are asleep to the truth, like Jonah in the bottom of the boat as the storm rages. They truly think Christ will rapture them to safety, not requiring them to be light to millions of terrified souls who finally believe in Christ and His soon return.
Millions of lost souls are at risk, turned off to the self-serving gospel presented by the majority of Christianity. Most of God’s people live self-righteously and arrogantly, expecting God to crush these lost sinners along with the wicked. To the contrary, God is saying to His people today, Should I not pity the lost sinner who is confused by your deplorable witness and have mercy on the wayward Christian who finally awakens to the truth by way of the Great Tribulation?
If God’s people are missing, who will be a witness and help those who do not know their right hand from their left concerning the truth of God’s plan of salvation and Christ’s return?
As it was for Israel, so it is for the arrogant, self-righteous last generation Christian, the sign of Jonah. The last-day Christian will see a mighty army of true believers arise. Yes, the Great Tribulation will have started, the Antichrist will appear and the world will cringe in terror for the trouble coming upon all—a magnitude of trouble never seen before.
This is the true sign for this wayward, last-day lukewarm church. Many deceived and lukewarm Christians will wake up due to intense suffering during this time. Even then, millions of unprepared Christians will be shut out, unable to see clearly in the coming dark days that overshadow Christ’s coming.
We must take heed now, get ready, and walk in the light, having not one part dark. Let us not allow false teachings to lull us to sleep. Let us not be named among the foolish maidens spoken of by Christ who could not trim their lamps for lack of oil. “And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for you; go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast; and the door was shut” (Matthew 25:8-10).
Doctrines of Men and Demons
Mishandling The Word Of Truth
Far too many ministers of the Gospel mishandle the Word of God. They jump on a scriptural principle and make a virtually exclusive teaching or doctrine. These teachings often accompany supernatural signs and wonders that give the teachings credence to the hearer. Often, false Christian leaders who have counterfeit faith are empowered by demonic spirits deceiving them, as well as those who follow them. These imposters often persecute those who desire to live godly lives in Christ Jesus.
“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, through the pretensions of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and enjoin abstinence from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth” (1 Timothy 4:1-3). (See also 2 Timothy 3:1–4:5 as well as all of 2 Peter 2).
The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2: 1). Contrary to this sound advice, these false teachers go from bad to worse, exploiting God’s people who are already deceived, all for ill gain. These activities incite an outsider to revile the Gospel.
Scriptural Gimmicks: Scripture Taken Out Of Context
These teachers lift Scripture out of context and make an aspect of a biblical principle into self-contained religion or into spiritual gimmicks or methods. These methods are then empowered by the soul of man (arm of the flesh), not the Spirit of God.
Some of these teachers have been caught in fraud. One in particular presented a teaching to acquire the gift of faith by sending in money. The amount for the “gift of faith” had to be at least $1,000. Many Christians were caught up in this gimmick and sent in the money. One particular young woman sent in $1,000 and this false teacher sent back a letter of thanks and confirmation that she now had the “gift of faith” that moved mountains. This naïve Christian became a victim of this false teacher. She became distraught and nearly completely lost faith in God when she commanded—by “the word of faith”—that two of her ducks return to shore immediately. They were in danger while out in the middle of a large pond. Of course the ducks kept swimming away and were lost. This crushed what faith she did have. By the way, this particular false teacher was exposed nationally, but is back in operation.
Surfing the Christian TV channels is an eye opener, or at least it should be. There are plenty of ministries one can observe practicing deceitful, cunning or underhanded schemes to raise money. One promotes a “get out of debt” ministry where the indebted Christian sends in a list of bills, along with a healthy financial gift as a “seed” offering. This TV ministry sets a date when an enormous pile of these lists of bills from deceived Christians are burned in a special, anointed ceremony, breaking the bonds of indebtedness. Come on, brothers and sisters. How gullible can we get?
There are many scriptural examples of believers led by the Lord to take risky action. Making a method out of what God did, under a certain circumstance and for certain persons, creates situations in which the Christian can become willful and presume upon the Will of God. Any doctrine that puts emphasis on God working in a certain way that the believer can manipulate is not faith, but fanaticism that puts God to the test. This type of carnal faith is like the infamous “snake handling cult” that constantly tempts the Lord. These false faith ministries hype up a believer to mislead them into “having faith in their own faith,” which is tantamount to tempting God. “But who can discern his errors? Clear thou me from hidden faults. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression” (Proverbs 19:12,13).
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