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“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure….”
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Beads on a String-America’s Racially
Intertwined Biographical History is a recording of America’s
glorious multi-racial history, celebrated within one cover.

Beads on a String-America’s Racially
Intertwined Biographical History lauds loudly the accomplishments
of all races that helped make America the great country it has
become.

It celebrates such people as Hiawatha, who
fought for freedom of his people. It applauds Lonnie Johnson who
invented the ‘Super Soaker’, Dalip Singh Saund a member of the
United States House of Representatives and Rev. Rick Warren who
blessed the 2008 Presidential Inauguration. Beads on a String
continue with the recognition of others such as, Arpad G.C. Gerster
who was one of the first surgeons in America, and Yamato Ichihashi,
one of the first academics of Asian ancestry in the United States.
Antonio Meucci invented the telephone, Michael Jackson entertained;
Minoru Yamasaki second-generation Japanese-American architect
designed the World Trade Center, and Amadeo Peter Giannini who
founded the of Bank of Italy, which later became Bank of
America.

Beads on a String-America’s Racially
Intertwined Biographical History never stops celebrating our
heritages from the naming of the country by Martin Waldseemuller to
the elimination of overt racial discrimination, through education,
entertainment and to the glorious day of racial, political and
social unification with Barack Obama’s Presidential election.

Beads on a String-America’s Racially
Intertwined Biographical History will be a great asset to the
educational system as well as in the lives of people all over the
world. With the election of Barack Obama as President, it is clear;
America is ready for a change. That change should take effect
within the history books.
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A Change Has
Come

The inauguration of President Obama ushered
in a giant change in America.

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m5dc7bdbe.jpg]

Dr.
Joseph Lowery former president of Southern
Christian Leadership conference delivers the benediction as Barack
Obama takes the oath as the 44th President of the United States of
America.


 


 


“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure….”
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Williamson

 


CONTENTS

Quote- A. Philip Randolph "Salvation for a
Race"

Introduction-The Purpose of this book

Quote- Dr John Henrik Clark


Chapter I-America

Quote- Carlos Bulosan "America is in the
Heart"

Immigration
Timeline

The Naming of America

Discovery of America

The Formation of America

Reason for Colonization

Quote--John Hope Franklin


Chapter II-Slavery and Discrimination

Label My Race Human

The Beginning of Slavery in the United
States

Slavery as an
Economy

Quote-Charles Evan Hughes

Dred Scott Decision

Racial Discrimination


Chapter III-Voices of Change

The Civil Rights Movement /Organizations


Chapter IV-Biographies of Notable Contributors
to America's Growth…

Activism and Abolitionism

Government Leaders

Religious
Leaders

Scholars and Educators

Inventors/ Scientist

Artists, Architects, and Designers

Authors and Publishers

Business

Sports

Film, Television, Entertainment and Media

Videos

A Change Has Come

Yes, We Can

Martin Luther King

From Martin to Obama

Lift Every Voice

We Shall Over Come

Why We Are
Proud

We Can Change the World

The Dreams of
Generations

Rev. Rick
Warren

The Inventor of the Super Soaker

Gone Too Soon/Heal the
World 

It's a New Day


Chapter V-List of America's Contributors in
All Areas

Bibliographies

Black Codes & Example

The Author


 


 


“Salvation for a race,
nation or class must come from within. Freedom is never given; it
is won.”

Philip Randolph

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m6c4dba7c.png]Asa Philip Randolph (April 15, 1889 – May 16, 1979) was a
prominent twentieth-century African-American civil rights leader
and the founder of both the March on Washington Movement and the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, a landmark for labor and
particularly for African-American labor organizing.


 


 


The Purpose of This Book




As a homeschooling parent it came across the
mind of my youngest daughter to ask about a history book which
talks about all the races within its bounded pages. She is a born
optimist and hates the way we as adults seem to enjoy racial
profiling. I as the mother and her instructor in life wanted to
give her what she wanted, but I could find none. So, as a
home-school project we decided to write our own, Beads on a String-America’s Racially Intertwined
Biographical History.

We chose to use Wikipedia as our “listed”
resource because it was established by the people. People with
interest in America's history, proud of their own heritage and who
believed enough in themselves to gather and write about the people,
organizations, and all fractions of society that helped to make
America the great nation it has become and if anyone has a problem
with it, they can go in and change history.

What better way, or so it seemed to us to
celebrate America and it's freedoms than with a system established
by the people with or without its faults and illusions. We believe
in America and whenever we had doubt about the information
we did go and check the information out at other sources and found
Wikipedia to be pretty much correct on more information than not
and the biggest factor was that it was so easy to use. I for one
loved the way a ‘list’ of each race was simple to pull up and then
research. And hey, I just wanted to see a history book that put
everyone's contribution together and not separated by race or
hyphenation.

America has had great contributors within
every century working hard together and yet each race would like to
pull out their certain pages and categorize them into their own
history book. And we truly believe if someone has a problem with
our choice they would have to deal with it or well, get over
it. Our main focus is to try and eliminate the division of a great
nation by a single line, the hyphenation.

America as a nation has many problems and
yet what other country in the world can attest to the fact that
people or dying to be here? There is a dream in their heart to be a
part of this great nation and to live in the land of good and
plenty as a member of one body. So why do we keep the line of
separation as a constant reminder? The hyphenation, which line that
separates all races and the word American.

The elimination of the hyphenation that is
placed to distinguish White Americans from African (Black),
Chinese, Arab, Indian, Japanese and every other race would be an
immense triumph for Americans. That hyphenation continues to put a
space between the races that are naturally born and the races that
have chosen to become Americans. And we are that, Americans that
have contributed enormously to the growth of the great United
States. If each of our histories were celebrated everyday and our
children were taught to value all histories, contributions, and
differences we wouldn't have to wonder what Dr. King would think
about us today. We live in different times and we now play on a
different game field from or ancestors and we need different
tactics to fight the causes of today. Beads on
a String- America’s Racially Intertwined Biographical History
chooses not to be about a certain color, but about a certain
nation, America.

Why is all of the hyphenation and hating
going on in America? Why is such a distinction made before we are
labeled Americans? African (sorry I don't come from Africa.) Arab,
Asian, Black, Chinese, Hispanic, Native. I don't see anything about
White-American or European-American. Who made this 'hyphenation' up
and why are we accepting a line that separates us? I feel that we
as Americans are all equal and held together by a common thread.
Like a treasured beaded necklace of different colors held together
on a string, we are held together by our necessities and our
circumstances and our humanity. Every color helps to make the
necklace beautiful. We can never be a totally separate entity.
Americans of all colors are so integrated that if we hurt one, we
hurt all. Just like that necklace of treasured beads, leave one out
and the gap is seen. Break the chain and many of us are lost.

We believe that there are no pure races in
America. Once Africans loved and integrated with Native Americans
and the White man brought the first boat of Black slaves to America
and raped their women, the 'pure' races were put to an end because
nine months later, some woman had the first mixed baby. This
integration happened again and again within all races. We are such
a mixed breed of people in America that it has become hard to
distinguish one race from another just by looking in a face. Some
Blacks were so light skinned that they married into the White race
and no one knew and may never know. Light to White skinned babies
were being born and no one knew if they were Black or White and it
did not and does not matter because they were born into the human
race. Once free, they became American citizens. As does anyone born
into this country, or anyone that chooses to come into this country
and become an American.

How many pure races are living America? From
what we see, love among the races is flowing freely. Don't forget
what happened to our fore-parents. Let us not repeat it. Let go of
what happened in the past. I am not saying that there is not
prejudice in the world. What I am saying is this, when we are
fighting for a 'cause' we must remember we are fighting the system
and not a person. We have to be diligent in collecting facts, have
an unbreakable, unbeatable plan, and remember all of our foes may
not be of one color. Pay attention to the present. What we consider
'small things' is happening daily in the schools; on the jobs; in
the government. Pay attention so we don't step back in time. Stop
trying to benefit from the past. Everyone that was involved in the
mayhem and destruction of the families and the souls of the slaves
are dead. We cannot charge nor punish them with anything and if we
attack because of racial prejudice we may hurt our own. We take a
chance of destroying an uncle, aunt, cousin, brother because roots
run deep. We cannot change the past hurts, but we can change the
present laws. The heart of man has to be dealt with by God. We
should not dwell on the past. It stirs up hatred in young hearts
that should only know peace. We know what happened to our
fore-parents. Let us not repeat it.

It is time for America to let go of the past
and heal itself. The grieving period should have been over and the
healing started. But every year, old wounds are torn open by the
words Black History Month. Why don't we teach the children about
America's History with everyone included? To me it seems as if only
a few Black people are pulled out of the closet, dusted off the
shelves and paraded in front of America as if to say, 'this one
wasn't worthless', this one wasn't stupid'. Why is the ‘black’ in
capital letters? Is it to point out a person of color has a brain
or is it to pronounce to the world we have pride? If there is so
much pride in America for Native, African, Chinese, Japanese,
Indian, Iranian-Americans and other 'hyphened Americans, drop the
hyphen and pull together and teach our children that every bead has
a purpose and should be celebrated.


 


 


"The events which transpired
five thousand years ago;

Five years ago or five minutes ago, have
determined

what will happen five minutes from now; five
years

From now or five thousand years from now.

All history is a current event."

John Henrik Clarke

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m473f3d96.png] (January 1, 1915 - July 16, 1998), born John Henry Clark,
was a Pan-Africanist American writer, historian, professor, and a
pioneer in the creation of Africana studies and professional
institutions in academia.


 


I.

America

"We in America understand the
many imperfections of democracy and the malignant disease corroding
its very heart. We must be united in the effort to make an America
in which our people can find happiness. It is a great wrong that
anyone in America, whether he be brown or white, should be
illiterate or hungry or miserable."

 


Bulosan- "America is in the Heart"

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_4e9a4324.png]Carlos Sampayan Bulosan (born November 24, 1913) was a
Filipino American novelist and poet best-known for the
semi-autobiographical America Is in the Heart. As a
progressive writer of labor struggles, he was blacklisted by the
FBI due to his labor organizing and socialist writings. Denied a
means to provide for his survival, his later years were of hardship
and flight. He died in Seattle suffering from an advanced stage of
bronchopneumonia. He is buried at Mount Pleasant Cemetery on Queen
Anne Hill in Seattle. He died in Seattle, Washington on September
13, 1956.


 


 


American Basics and Timeline




The United States of America (also known as
the United States, the U.S., the U.S.A., the U.S. of A., the States
and America) is a country in North America that extends from the
Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. It shares land borders with
Canada and Mexico and a sea border with Russia and The Bahamas. The
United States is a federal republic, with its capital is in
Washington, D.C.

The present-day United States has an
approximate population of over 309,000,000 and has been inhabited
for at least 15,000 years by indigenous tribes. After European
exploration and settlement in the 16th century, the English
established their own colonies-and gained control of others that
had been begun by other European nations-in the eastern portion of
the continent in the 17th and early 18th centuries. On July 4,
1776, at war with Britain over fair governance, thirteen of these
colonies declared their independence. In 1783, the war ended in
British acceptance of the new nation. Since then, the United States
of America has more than quadrupled in size: it now consists of 50
states and one federal district; it also has numerous overseas
territories.

At first, the country was open to every
person wishing to make a new start. Many came to America to escape
war, poverty, famine, or religious persecution. Some came seeking
fortune and others were brought against their will to work as
slaves. These and other factors resulted in a large-scale influx of
immigrants to the United States from around the world. With the
huge growth of the population the federal government decided a
monitoring system was needed.

In 1891, as part of the U.S. Treasury
Department, the Office of Immigration was created and given
authority over naturalization and moved to the U.S. Justice
Department. (Today it is known as the Immigration and
Naturalization Service.) In the same year, paupers, polygamists,
the insane, and persons with contagious diseases were not allowed
to enter the United States. 1892 Ellis Island opened. Between 1892
and 1953, more than 12 million immigrants were processed at this
one facility.

Early immigration laws aimed to preserve the
racial, religious, and ethnic composition of the United States,
which was then largely European. The first immigration laws were
aimed at nonwhites. In 1882, for example, the Chinese Exclusion Act
suspended immigration from China for sixty years.

In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt
negotiated an informal "gentlemen's agreement" with Japan, under
which the United States promised to desegregate California
schools-which had separated Japanese students from others-and in
return, the Japanese government promised to stop the immigration of
its citizens. Soon, however, Americans were complaining about
European immigrants as well.

For example, a law passed by Congress in
1921, encouraged immigration from western European countries such
as Germany, Great Britain, Ireland, and Scandinavia because natives
of these lands seemed more likely to assimilate. Meanwhile, the law
discouraged immigration from eastern and southern Europe. This law,
along with many other immigration laws in the 1800s and 1900s, was
based on quotas; only a certain number of individuals with a given
background or heritage could move to the United States. The Indian
Citizenship Act of 1924 gave United States citizenship to Native
Americans, in part because of an interest by many to see them
merged with the American mainstream, and also because of the heroic
service of many Native American veterans in the First World
War.

In 1929, Congress passed the National
Origins Act, which set an annual quota of 150,000 immigrants, only
30 percent of which could come from southern and Eastern Europe.
After World War II, Congress passed the Displaced Persons Act of
1948. This law allowed some of the people left homeless after the
war to come to the United States. In 1952, President Harry Truman
signed the McCarran-Walter Act, which revised the National Origins
Act. People of all races would now be eligible for immigration into
the United States. However, under this law, ideology became a
criterion for admission. Both immigrants' and citizens' political
beliefs were questioned during the "Red scare" of the 1950s, as the
government sought to weed out people with even a marginally
communist background. The McCarran-Walter Act was overturned in
1990 when Congress made it illegal for the U.S. government to deny
people entry because of their beliefs, statements, or
associations.

The Immigration Act of 1965 represented a
major reform of all previous immigration laws. It abolished quotas
that discriminated against nationalities, substituting an overall
limit of 170,000 immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere and 120,000
immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. The effects of the 1965 law
are still being felt today. Before 1965, the United States had been
a safe haven from poverty and civil war.

By limiting the number of immigrants from
Latin America, the Immigration Act of 1965 touched off a serious
illegal immigration problem. The debate over restricting
immigration reflects the many conflicting visions of America's
national identity.

For example, 1996 Republican presidential
candidate and frequent immigration critic Pat Buchanan wrote a
column in which he asked, "When did we vote to rid America of
her 'dominant European culture'?" He supplies the answer to his
own question: "Never." Even though the underling racism of
the statement could be discerned many Americans believed the same
thing.

Opponents of restricting immigration also
maintain that America is a nation of immigrants and that it has
always been, and should continue to be, a safe haven for people
seeking a better life. Every day thousands leave their homeland to
come to the "land of the free and the home of the
brave" so they can begin their own American Dream. They
still believe in the inscription on the base of the Statue of
Liberty.


 


[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_44ba5851.jpg]"Give me your tired, your poor,

your huddled masses yearning to breathe
free,

the wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to
me;

I lift my lamp beside the golden door."

--The New Colossus by Emma Lazarus

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_3381734a.png]Emma Lazarus was an American poet born July 22, 1849 in New
York City. She is best known for writing "The New Colossus",
a sonnet written in 1883, which is now engraved on a bronze plaque
on a wall in the base of the Statue of Liberty. The sonnet was
solicited by William Maxwell Evarts as a donation to an auction,
conducted by the "Art Loan Fund Exhibition in Aid of the Bartholdi
Pedestal Fund for the Statue of Liberty" to raise funds to build
the pedestal. Her poem was placed on the Statue of Liberty in
1903.


 


 


The Naming of America




In our quest to learn about America's
colorful history and to ascertain the inclusion of the
contributions from every race that has made America the great
nation it is, our biggest wonder was how this great country
received its name. Why the great America wasn't called 'Columbus'?
Should this nation not have been named after the person said to
have discovered the new worlds? In actual fact, it has been. In
1507 the map maker Martin Waldseemuller named North and South
America, after Amerigo Vespucci.

The phrase "united States of America" was
first used officially in the Declaration of Independence, adopted
on July 4, 1776. On November 15, 1777, the Second Continental
Congress adopted the Articles of Confederation, the first of which
stated "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States
of America.'" The name was originally proposed by Thomas Paine. Why
wasn't America named after Christopher Columbus? For a while the
Americas were also known as Columbia, after Columbus, prompting the
name District of Columbia for the land set aside as the U.S.
capital. Columbia remained a popular name for the United States
until the early 20th century, when it fell into relative disuse; it
is still used poetically, and appears in various names and titles.
Columbus Day is a holiday in the United States, and other countries
in the Americas, commemorating Columbus' October 1492 landing.

Mundus Novus ("New World") was a Latin
translation of a lost Italian letter sent from Lisbon to Lorenzo di
Pierfrancesco de' Medici. It describes a voyage to South America in
1501-1502. Mundus Novus was published in late 1502 or early 1503
and soon reprinted and distributed in numerous European countries.
Lettera di Amerigo Vespucci delle isole nuovamente trovate in
quattro suoi viaggi ("Letter of Amerigo Vespucci concerning the
isles newly discovered on his four voyages"), known as Lettera al
Soderini or just Lettera, was a letter in Italian addressed to
Piero Soderini. Printed in 1504 or 1505, it claimed to be an
account of four voyages to the Americas made by Vespucci between
1497 and 1504.

It was the publication and widespread
circulation of the letters that led Martin Waldseemüller to name
the new continent America on his world map of 1507 in
Lorraine. Along with placing the name on the map Waldseemüller also
published Vespucci's accounts of his travels in a book. A Latin
translation was published by Waldseemüller in Cosmographiae
Introductio, a book on cosmography and geography, as Quattuor
Americi Vespucci navigationes ("Four Voyages of Amerigo Vespucci").
Vespucci used a Latinized form of his name, Americus Vespucius, in
his Latin writings, which Waldseemüller used as a base for the new
name, taking the feminine form America. This public revelation
caused many people to believe Vespucci was trying to steal the
credit of the discovery from Christopher Columbus. And just who was
this Amerigo Vespucci?

Amerigo Vespucci born March 9, 1451 was born
in Florence, Italy and was an Italian merchant, explorer and
cartographer. He played a senior role in two voyages which explored
the east coast of South America between 1499 and 1502. On the
second of these voyages he discovered that South America extended
much further south than previously known by Europeans. This
convinced him that this land was part of a new continent, a bold
contention at a time when other European explorers crossing the
Atlantic Ocean thought they were reaching Asia.

Vespucci's real historical importance may
well be more in his letters, whether he wrote them all or not, than
in his discoveries. From these letters, the European public learned
about the newly discovered continent of the Americas for the first
time; its existence became known throughout Europe within a few
years of the letters' publication. If Vespucci's claims are
accurate he reached the mainland of the Americas shortly before
Cabot, and at least 14 months before Columbus. In 1508 Spain gave
Vespucci the responsibility for training pilots for ocean voyages.
He died in Seville in 1512 from Malaria.


 


Reason for Colonization of the United
States




The father of English colonization on the
soil of the United States is Walter Raleigh. Raleigh's first colony
was sent out in 1585 under Ralph Lane with one hundred and eight
men, who settled on Roanoke Island; but after a year of hardships
they were picked up and carried to England by Sir Francis Drake.
Raleigh was disappointed at the failure of his colony and he
determined to try again. In 1587 he sent a colony of one hundred
and fifty, seventeen of whom were women, under John White, and soon
after they landed at Roanoke, Virginia Dare was born. She was a
grandchild of Governor White, and was the first English child born
on the soil of the United States.

The only settlement of white men in the then
United States was Saint Augustine (Florida), founded in 1565 by the
Spaniard Pedro Menéndez de Avilés and at Santa Fé, New Mexico,
settled in 1582 or later. Spanish control came to be exercised over
Florida, West Florida, Texas, and a large part of the Southwest,
including California. For the purposes of finding precious metals
and of converting heathens to Catholicism, the Spanish colonies in
the present United States were relatively unfruitful and thus were
never fully developed.

The French established strongholds on the
St. Lawrence River (Quebec and Montreal). England, Spain, and
France-were the chief nations to establish colonies in the present
United States, although others also took part, especially the
Netherlands in the establishment of New Netherlands (explored by
Henry Hudson), which became New York, and Sweden in a colony on the
Delaware River.

The English settlements on the Atlantic
seaboard developed in patterns more suitable to the New World and
had greater religious freedom and economic opportunity. The first
permanent English settlement was made at Jamestown (Virginia) in
1607. The first English settlements in Virginia were managed by a
chartered commercial company, the Virginia Company; economic
motives were paramount to the company in founding the
settlements.

Britain's American colonies broke with the
mother country in 1776 and were recognized as the new nation of the
United States of America following the Treaty of Paris in 1783.
During the 19th and 20th centuries, 37 new states were added to the
original 13 as the nation expanded across the North American
continent and acquired a number of overseas possessions. The two
most traumatic experiences in the nation's history were the Civil
War (1861-65) and the Great Depression of the 1930s. Buoyed by
victories in World Wars I and II, the end of the Cold War 1991 and
the destruction of the World Trade Center Twin Towers in 2001, and
yet the US remains the world's most powerful nation state.


 


 "My challenge," Franklin says, "was to weave into the fabric
of American history enough of the presence of blacks so that the
story of the United States could be told adequately and
fairly."

John Hope Franklin

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m75b54e65.jpg]January 1915 – 25 March 2009) was a United States historian
and past president of Phi Beta Kappa, the Organization of American
Historians, the American Historical Association, and the Southern
Historical Association. Franklin is best known for his work From
Slavery to Freedom, first published in 1947, and continually
updated. More than three million copies have been sold. In 1995, he
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest
civilian honor.

 



 


II.

Slavery and Discrimination in America

 [image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m7896e32f.png]“I feel that we as Americans are all equal and held
together by a common thread. Like a treasured beaded necklace of
different colors held together on a string, we are held together by
our necessities and our circumstances and our humanity. Every color
helps to make the necklace beautiful. We can never be a totally
separate entity! Americans of all colors are so integrated that if
we hurt one, we hurt all. Just like that necklace of treasured
beads, leave one out and the gap is seen. Break the chain and many
of us are lost.”

Ey Wade


 


I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States
of America and to the republic for which it stands, One nation
under God, Indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Label My "Race" Human




The label of race in America was used as a
way for the proponents of slavery to continue using humans as free
labor, to keep the poor poor and make the rich richer while
integrating the idea in the mind of the Caucasian that their 'race'
was superior to that of the Indians and the African. Only society
makes a difference between people. There is nothing in the law of
nature that makes one color of person superior to another despite
the fact that cultural differences, language barrier, and the color
of skin all fused together to form a case set against another group
of people.

The different physical traits of African
Americans and Indians became markers or symbols of their status
differences. The concept of race was developed and established by a
study and thesis paper that was written by Johann Friedrich
Blumenbach. It is amazing how the mere words of another person can
effect and change the course of history, and the wealth, health and
well being of another. Mere words, whether based on truth, personal
beliefs or delusion can make or break a world, a nation, a life,
mere words.

Blumenbach born May 11, 1752 was a German
physiologist and anthropologist. His thesis paper written about the
difference in people and titled On the Natural Varieties of
Mankind was considered one of the most influential papers of
his time and basically established the way different races are seen
in the world today. The separation of the people by race was
established in order to institute the separation by social and
economic differences. The idea of the Caucasian race to be superior
to other races has been spread across the entire world. How people
have been accepted and treated within the context of a given
society or culture has a direct impact on how they perform in that
society. Racial beliefs constitute myths about the diversity in the
human species and about the abilities and behavior of people placed
into "racial" categories. The myths combined the perception of
behavior and physical features together in the public mind, and
blocked the ability to understand behavior is not a genetic
determination of a person. Temperaments, dispositions, and
personalities, regardless of genetic, are developed by the life we
live.

Blumenbach's theory was based on his study
of 60 human skulls, with these skulls Blumenbach divided humans
into five races, Caucasian (white), Mongolian (yellow), Malayan
(brown), Ethiopian (black), and American (red). Later in life
Blumenbach was in Switzerland when he came across a beautiful Negro
woman who caused him to do further anatomical research and come up
with the belief that Africans were not inferior to the rest of
mankind. Unfortunately these later ideas were far less influential
than his earlier assertions with regard to the perceived relative
qualities of the different so-called races.

He believed that like skin color, cranial
profile, etc., went hand in hand with declarations of group
character and aptitude. The "fairness" and relatively high brows of
Caucasians were held to be apt physical expressions of a loftier
mentality and a more generous spirit. The epicanthic folds around
the eyes of Mongolians and their slightly sallow outer epidermal
layer bespoke their supposedly crafty, literal-minded nature. The
dark skin and relatively sloping craniums of Ethiopians were taken
as proof of a closer genetic relations to the apes. Despite the
fact the skin of chimpanzees and gorillas beneath the hair is
whiter than the average Caucasian skin and orangutans and some
monkey species have foreheads fully as vertical as the typical
Englishman or German.

Blumenbach’s analysis sealed the fate of
every race other than Caucasian as inferior. Looking over the list
of the awesome people that have made America the fantastic country
it is today, it is has been proven time and time again that the
'inferior' label placed on many races is false. Basically what it
all boils down to is the fact one set of people decided they were
better than another, used the unknown about the Indians and
Africans' culture to foster the belief further and spurred the lies
and discrimination to justify the psychological, and physical
torture aimed at another group of people.

Blumenbach died January 22, 1840. His
classification and the scientific concept of human races was widely
accepted for about two hundred years, but in the late twentieth
century, it came to light that Homo sapiens could not be divided
into races or subspecies.

So where did the term Caucasian originate?
The term Caucasian is sometimes used to refer to people whose
ancestry can be traced back to Europe, North Africa, the Middle
East, South Asia, Russia, and in certain areas of the Horn of
Africa and Central Asia. In Europe (especially in Russia and the
surrounding area), Caucasian usually refers exclusively to people
who are from the Caucasus region or speak the Caucasian
languages.

Usage of the term Caucasian as a racial
classification declined in Europe in the 19th century because it
did not allow for enough distinctions as required by the new forms
of nationalism that were emerging. In The United Kingdom, Caucasian
refers to people from the Caucasus. In Canada, the term Caucasian
is known, but rarely used as a description of white people. In
Australia and New Zealand, the term Caucasian is mainly used in
police offender descriptions. In New Zealand, the terms more
commonly used to describe white people are Pakeha, European New
Zealander, or simply New Zealander.

In the United States, Caucasian has
primarily been used as a distinction based on skin color, for a
group commonly referred to as White Americans, as defined by the
government and Census Bureau. A large segment of the Hispanic
community in the United States can be scientifically categorized as
Caucasoid, but may not be labeled as white (by themselves or
others).

The question of a difference between the
Caucasian race and white as a racial category in the United States
has led to at least one set of major legal contradictions in the
United States Supreme Court in the pre-Civil Rights era. In the
case of Ozawa v. United States (1922), the court ruled that a law
which extended U.S. citizenship only to whites did not apply to
fair-skinned people from Japan, because: The term white person, as
used in [the law], and in all the earlier naturalization laws,
beginning in 1790, applies to such persons as were known in this
country as white, in the racial sense, when it was first adopted,
and is confined to persons of the Caucasian Race. A Japanese born
in Japan, being clearly not a Caucasian cannot be made a citizen of
the United States.

However a year later, the same court was
faced with the trial of United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind (1923),
where they ruled that someone from the Indian subcontinent could
not become a naturalized United States citizen, because they were
not white. The Supreme Court conceded that anthropologists had
classified Indians as Caucasians, and thus the same race as whites,
as defined in Ozawa. However, it concluded that the average man
knows perfectly well there are unmistakable and profound
differences, and denied citizenship.

After Blumenbach's time, the term Caucasian
no longer was associated with peoples from the Caucasus but
continued to be used as a racial indicator. Wow, amazing how one
person's opinion, a mere word shaped America. We are a nation that
thrives on 'mere' words to shape our actions and thoughts...mere
can almost be integrated into our name A-mer-i-ca.


 


“You may think that the Constitution is your
security-it is nothing but a piece of paper. You may think that the
statutes are your security-they are nothing but words in a book.
You may think that elaborate mechanism of government is your
security-it is nothing at all, unless you have sound and
uncorrupted public opinion to give life to your Constitution, to
give vitality to your statutes, to make efficient your government
machinery."

 Charles Evan
Hughes

Chief Justice, U.S.

Supreme Court, 1930-1941

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_ad55c19.jpg](April 11, 1862 – August 27, 1948) was a lawyer and
Republican politician from the State of New York. He served as the
36th Governor of New York (1907-1910), United States Secretary of
State (1921-1925), Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States (1910-1916) and Chief Justice of the United States
(1930-1941). He was the Republican candidate in the 1916 U.S.
Presidential election, losing to Woodrow Wilson.


 


We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.

Slavery

 


 ‘…. Once it was established
that Africans could not escape from bondage as easily as the Native
American, were outstanding in their agricultural ability, hardier
in physical strength (which made them able to withstand and survive
diseases like malaria and yellow fever) than the Native American
the single use of African slave trade and labor became an American
institution. By the 19th century almost all slaves were
blacks.”

 


No matter how great the nation of America
is, it is a known fact it would not be the metropolis it is now
without the use of chattel slaves or other kinds of unfree
laborers, such as indentured servants. This used and often
mistreated part of society whether descendants from native
Americans, Africans, Chinese or Japanese and through strength and
determination contributed enormously to our economic, scientific
and physical growth.

The history of slavery in the United States
began soon after Europeans first settled in the area (and so even
before the founding of the United States), and officially ended
with the ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865. It is
unclear whether the first Africans in North America were slaves.
The first African slaves arrived in present day United States as
part of the San Miguel de Gualdape colony (most likely located in
the Winyah Bay area of present-day South Carolina), founded by
Spanish explorer Lucas Vásquez de Ayllón in 1526.

The ill-fated colony was destroyed by a
fight over leadership, during which the slaves revolted and fled
the colony to find safety among the local Native Americans.
De'Ayllón and many of the colonists died shortly afterwards of an
epidemic, and the colony was abandoned, leaving the escaped slaves
behind on North American soil. In 1565 the colony of Saint
Augustine in Florida became the first permanent European settlement
in North America, and included an unknown number of African slaves
considered the first African American born in the English colonies
in North America.

The legend has been repeated endlessly that
the first blacks in Virginia were "indentured servants," but there
is no hint of this in the records. The legend was established
because the word slave did not appear in Virginia's records until
1656, and laws defining the status of blacks began to appear
casually in the 1660s. The inference was then made that blacks
called servants must have had approximately the same status as
white indentured servants. Such reasoning failed to notice that
Englishmen, in the early seventeenth century, used the word servant
when they meant slave in our sense, and, indeed, white Southerners
invariably used servant until 1865 and beyond. Slave entered the
Southern vocabulary as a technical word in trade, law and
politics.

In 1619 the tobacco export business was
going so well the colonists were able to afford two imports
Africans and women from England, which would greatly contribute to
their productivity and quality of life. The first twenty Negar
slaves had arrived from the West Indies in a Dutch slave trader
vessel that was running low on food and sold to the governor and a
merchant in Jamestown, as reported by John Rolfe to John Smith back
in London. Each woman cost 120 pounds of tobacco and the Africans
were paid for in food and became indentured servants similar in
legal position to many poor Englishmen who traded several years'
labor in exchange for passage to America. The popular conception of
a racial-based slave system did not develop until the 1680's.

Originally in the American colonies, 1600 to
1800, American Indians (Native Americans) and other groups, mostly
white Europeans such as captured soldiers, minor criminals, etc.,
were used as slaves, following the arrival of the twenty Africans
the face of American slavery began to change from the tawny Indian
to the black moor African in the years between 1650 and 1750. Early
on, indentured servants were most useful in the growing of indigo,
rice, and tobacco; cotton was only a side crop. Nevertheless, it
was clear that slaves were most economically viable in
plantation-style agriculture. Once it was established that Africans
could not escape from bondage as easily as the Native American,
were outstanding in their agricultural ability, hardier in physical
strength (which made them able to withstand and survive diseases
like malaria and yellow fever) than the Native American the single
use of African slave trade and labor became an American
institution. By the 19th century almost all slaves were blacks.

During the British colonial period, slaves
were used in mostly in the Southern colonies and to a lesser degree
in the Northern colonies as well. While white and red labor was
used initially, Africans were the final solution to the acute labor
problem in the New World. One characteristic which set American
slavery apart was its racial basis. In America, with only a few
early and insignificant exceptions, all slaves were Africans, and
almost all Africans were slaves. This period of transition caused
tens of thousands of Native American Indian nations to be enslaved
and relocated.

In the early years of the eighteenth
century, the number of Native American slaves in areas such as the
Carolinas may have been as much as half of the African slave
population. During this transitional period, Africans and Native
Americans shared the common experience of enslavement. In addition
to working together in the fields, they lived together in communal
living quarters, produced collective recipes for food and herbal
remedies, shared myths and legends, and ultimately became lovers.
The intermarriage of Africans and Native Americans was made
possible by the larger number of African male slaves to females and
the annihilation of Native American males by disease, enslavement,
and prolonged wars with the colonists.

As Native American societies in the
Southeast were primarily matrilineal, African males who married
Native American women often became members of the wife's clan and
citizens of the respective nation. As relationships grew, the lines
of distinction began to blur. The depth and complexity of this
intermixture is revealed in a 1740 slave code in South Carolina:
all Negroes and Indians, mulattos or mustezoes who are now, or
shall hereafter be in this province, and all their issue and
offspring...shall be and they are hereby declared to be, and remain
hereafter absolute slaves. Millions of Native Americans were also
enslaved, particularly in South America.

With the success of tobacco planting,
African Slavery was legalized in Virginia and Maryland, becoming
the foundation of the Southern agrarian economy. By 1625, ten
slaves were listed in the first census of Jamestown. The first
public slave auction of 23 individuals, disgracefully, was held in
Jamestown square itself in 1638.

Black freedmen would live in a legal limbo
until the general emancipation in 1864, unable to stand witness in
their own defense against the testimony of any Euro-American. The
General Court dispositions that appear after 1640 seem to support
this contention. Barbados was the first British possession to enact
restrictive legislation governing slaves in 1644, and other
colonial administrations, especially Virginia and Maryland, quickly
adopted similar rules modeled on it. Whipping and branding,
borrowed from Roman practice via the Iberian-American colonies,
appeared early and with vicious audacity.

The general assembly of Virginia in 1662
passed an act which directly and consciously invoked Justinian
code: partvs seqvitvr ventram, whereby a child born of a slave
mother was also held to be a slave, regardless of its father's
legal status. A few years later, the population of Africans in
bondage in Virginia reached about 2,000, and another statute (1667)
established compulsory life servitude, de addictio according to
Roman code, for Negroes... slavery had become an official
institution.

The transformation from indentured servitude
(servants contracted to work for a set amount of time) to racial
slavery didn't happen overnight. There are no laws regarding
slavery early in Virginia's history. By 1640, the Virginia courts
had sentenced at least one black servant to slavery. It wasn't
until 1661 that a reference to slavery entered into Virginia law,
and this law was directed at white servants -- at those who ran
away with a black servant. Three servants working for a farmer
named Hugh Gwyn ran away to Maryland. Two were white; one was
black. They were captured in Maryland and returned to Jamestown,
where the court sentenced all three to thirty lashes -- a severe
punishment even by the standards of 17th-century Virginia. The two
white men were sentenced to an additional four years of servitude,
one more year for Gwyn followed by three more for the colony. But,
in addition to the whipping, the black man, a man named John Punch,
was ordered to "serve his said master or his assigns for the time
of his natural life here or elsewhere." John Punch no longer had
hope for freedom.


 


Slavery as an
Economy

 


Following the lead of Massachusetts and
Connecticut, Virginia legalized slavery. The following year, the
colony went one step further by stating that children born would be
bonded or free according to the status of the mother. For centuries
the issue of equal rights presented a major challenge to the state.
Slavery spread quickly in the American colonies. Because
replacements, whether black or white, were in limited supply and
more costly, the Virginia plantation owners considered the
advantages of the perpetual servitude policy exercised by
Caribbean landowners.

The main basis of these laws was the
provision that black slaves, and the children of slave women, would
serve for life. This premise, combined with the natural population
growth among the slaves, meant that slavery could survive and grow.
In 1672 the king of England chartered the Royal African Company to
bring the shiploads of slaves into trading centers like Jamestown,
Hampton, and Yorktown. Many landowners began to grow increasingly
dependent on slave labor for their livelihood, and legislatures
responded accordingly by increasing stricter regulations on forced
labor practices.

Although the number of African American
slaves grew slowly, by the 1680s they had become essential to the
economy of Virginia. During the 17th and 18th centuries, African
American slaves lived in all of England's North American colonies.
Before Great Britain prohibited its subjects from participating in
the slave trade, between 600,000 and 650,000 Africans had been
forcibly transported to North America.

The transformation had begun, but it
wouldn't be until the Slave Codes of 1705 that the status of
African Americans would be sealed. Some of the British colonies
placed restrictions on the practice of slavery; others banned it
completely, such as Rhode Island in 1774.

The economic value of plantation slavery was
reinforced in 1793 with the invention of the cotton gin by Eli
Whitney, a device designed to separate cotton fibers from seedpods
and the sometimes sticky seeds. The invention revolutionized the
cotton-growing industry by increasing the quantity of cotton that
could be processed in a day by tenfold. The result was explosive
growth in the cotton industry, and a proportionate increase in the
demand for slave labor in the South.

The consequent United States Civil War led
to the end of chattel slavery in America. Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation of January 1, 1863 was a symbolic gesture that
proclaimed freedom for slaves within the Confederacy. Feb. 1, 1865
- The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which abolished
slavery, was adopted by the 38th Congress Between 1903 and 1944.
"What replaced the Black Codes, Leon F. Litwack wrote,
"was not racial integration but an informal code of exclusion
and discrimination." Laws that came to be known collectively as
the Black codes, ended officially in 2000.

The first major blow against the Jim Crow
system of racial segregation was struck in 1954 by the Supreme
Court's decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas,
which declared segregation in the public schools unconstitutional.
This began what is known as the "Civil Rights Movement" and began
the end of the Jim Crow Laws.


 


Racial Discrimination




 Dred Scott v.
Sandford, (1856), also known as the "Dred Scott Case" or "Dred
Scott Decision", was a lawsuit, pivotal in the history of the
United States, decided by the United States Supreme Court in 1857
that ruled that people of African descent, whether or not they were
slaves, could never be citizens of the United States, and that
Congress had no authority to prohibit slavery in federal
territories. The decision for the court was written by Chief
Justice Roger Taney. It enraged abolitionists. The polarization of
the slavery debate is considered one of many factors leading to the
American Civil War.

The parts of this decision dealing with the
citizenship and rights of African-Americans were explicitly
overturned by the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution. Dred Scott was an enslaved man, purchased around 1833
by Dr. John Emerson. Emerson served for over three years at Fort
Armstrong, Illinois. Illinois was a free state, and Scott was
eligible to be freed under its constitution. In 1836, Emerson was
relocated to Wisconsin Territory, now present day Minnesota, a free
territory under the Missouri Compromise and the Wisconsin Enabling
Act.

In October 1837, Emerson was moved to St.
Louis, Missouri but left Scott and Scott's wife behind for several
months, hiring them out. Hiring out Scott constituted slavery, and
was clearly illegal under the Missouri Compromise, the Wisconsin
Enabling Act, and the Northwest Ordinance. In February 1846, Scott
tried to purchase his freedom from Irene Emerson, but she refused.
In April 1846, he sued for his freedom, arguing that since he had
been in both a free state and a free territory he had become
legally free, and could not have afterwards reverted to being a
slave.

The first case Scott brought was won on a
technicality: Emerson could not prove to the court that she indeed
owned Scott and his family. A judge ordered a second trial in
December 1847; Emerson appealed the order for a second trial to the
Supreme Court of Missouri, which ruled against her in June 1848. A
new trial did not begin until January 1850, and the jury ruled
Scott and his family were legally free. Emerson again appealed to
the Supreme Court of Missouri. At this point, Emerson turned the
responsibility of the case over to her brother, John F. A. Sandford
of New York, who acted on her behalf. The Missouri Supreme Court
reversed the lower court's decision, holding that Scott was still a
slave. According to the Court, the drafters of the Constitution had
viewed all African-Americans as "beings of an
inferior order, and altogether unfit to associate with the white
race, either in social or political relations, and so far inferior
that they had no rights which the white man was bound to
respect." The Court also presented a parade of horribles,
describing the feared results of granting Mr. Scott's petition:
"It would give to persons of the negro race …the
right to enter every other State whenever they pleased …the full
liberty of speech in public and in private upon all subjects upon
which its own citizens might speak; to hold public meetings upon
political affairs, and to keep and carry arms wherever they
went."

The Dred Scott decision of 1857, which
asserted that slavery's presence in the Midwest was nominally
lawful (when owners crossed into the free states), turned Northern
public opinion against slavery. Legally, slaves within the United
States remained enslaved until the final ratification of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution in December of 1865, eight
months after the cessation of hostilities in the Civil War.

During the period between the surrender of
the last Confederate troops on May 26, 1865 and the final
ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment on December 6, 1865 (with
final recognition of the amendment on December 18), but history
remains unclear on the precise date upon which the last chattel
slave was freed in the United States. Juneteenth (June 19, 1865) is
celebrated in Texas, Oklahoma, and some other areas, and celebrates
the date when news of the Emancipation Proclamation reached the
last slaves at Galveston, Texas.

An 1867 federal law prohibited debt bondage
or peonage, which still existed in the New Mexico Territory as a
legacy of Spanish imperial rule. Between 1903 and 1944 the Supreme
Court ruled on several cases involving debt bondage of Black
Americans, declaring these arrangements unconstitutional.

Video2

Yes, We Can
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Internment

“We were told these relocation camps were not for
internment but for refuge. Had the W.R.A. really power to intern
American citizens? Is it reasonable for Japanese Americans to be
interned and Germans and Italians, not? Is not the very essence of
our democracy that we are made up of all races and colors? We are
all tied together by the idea of democracy. That is what all our
boys are fighting and suffering for. If we cannot all stand before
the law in equal liberty and freedom to live our lives regardless
of race, creed, or color — then what price democracy?”

— Marion Weddell to Pres. Roosevelt, Dec.
23, l942

 


The United States Constitution in the 1850s
reserved the right of naturalization for White immigrants to this
country. Only two skin colors were recognized, White and Black.
Since early Chinese immigrants were neither, some were allowed to
become naturalized citizens, but most were not. Without
citizenship, Chinese immigrants could not vote, hold government
office or be employed by the state. Only those individuals who were
"free, white and twenty-one" were able to become American citizens.
In 1870 African Americans gained the right to citizenship.
Individuals of Oriental Heritage were the only aliens ineligible
for citizenship. They had no voice in determining their future.
Designated as "aliens ineligible for citizenship," they were unable
to own land or file mining claims.

Since Chinese immigrants could not testify
in court against Whites, the only reasonable course of action was
to avoid open confrontation and avoid direct competition with
Whites. Since they were not allowed to become citizens of the
United States their future in the country was uncertain, even
though they paid taxes and contributed to the economy. Many raised
vegetables and fruit sold door to door. Others were sharecroppers
or tenant farmers, who leased land and paid the landlord part of
their crop. Few Chinese Americans were able to become independent
farmers and were prevented from owning land by local laws and
restrictive covenants.

In 1848 with the agricultural industry of
the West Coast and Hawaii facing a severe labor shortage the United
States government pressured the government of Japan to relax their
restrictions on Japanese laborers migrating to the United States.
In 1850, with the achievement of statehood, California passed a
number of laws officially discriminating against the Chinese
population. California cities were empowered to expel or restrict
the Chinese to segregated areas. Public agencies as well as
corporations were prohibited from employing Chinese. In addition
other federal, state or local laws or court decisions at various
times prohibited the Chinese from; becoming citizens or voting,
testifying in court against a white person, engaging in licensed
business and professions, attending school with whites, and
marrying whites. The Chinese race alone were required to pay
special taxes and a major source of revenue for many cities,
counties and the state of California came from these assessments
against the Chinese.

By 1900 approximately 85,000 Japanese
laborers were working the fields in Hawaii and California.
Confronted by anti-Oriental public opinion and the demand by
organized labor to exclude the Japanese, West Coast politicians
reacted accordingly. In 1913 California passed the Alien Land Law
barring aliens ineligible for Citizenship from ownership of land in
California. Political parties in California adopted platforms which
encompassed anti-Japanese declarations and the American Legion
established a committee to promote alien land laws and to work for
the removal of Japanese from competitive ventures.

At the time of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor approximately 112,000 persons of Japanese descent were
living in California, Arizona, and the coastal areas of Oregon and
Washington. One third of them had come to the United States as
immigrants before the Immigration Act of 1924 restricted Oriental
immigration. Acceptance of Japanese immigrants the Issei
一世 (first generation born in
Japan or Okinawa) as cheap labor by United States citizens, changed
over the years to resentment, racial hatred, mistrust and
discrimination. They had come to America in the latter part of the
Nineteenth Century to work the mines; to help develop our nation's
railroad system; to be fishermen, farmers and migrant agricultural
laborers.

Although the Issei contributed greatly to
the economic development of the United States they inherited the
stereotype and distrust that West Coasters had previously directed
against immigrants from China. As Japanese immigration increased
the transfer of the yellow peril stereotype from the Chinese to the
Japanese accelerated and fears of Oriental inundation on the West
Coast were revived. By 1941 the Japanese American descendants (the
second generation is Nisei (二世) and third is Sansei (三世) American citizens by birth) comprised two thirds
of areas population of Japanese descent.

Immediately after Pearl Harbor, Japanese
were excluded from various labor unions. Between December 8th and
March 31st, anti-Japanese rage resulted in 36 cases of vigilantism,
including seven murders. A great deal was made of the fact that
immigrants born in Japan, but living for decades in the United
States (the Issei), had not become U.S. citizens-proof of their
continued loyalty to the Emperor. But no mention was made of the
fact that long-standing American law forbade them from taking out
U.S. citizenship -- a ban that was not lifted until 1952. A March
1942 national public opinion poll showed 93 percent in favor of
evacuating alien Japanese. While 59 percent wanted to evacuate U.S.
citizens of Japanese origin, only 25 percent disapproved. In
February 1942, Lt. Gen. John L. DeWitt, Commanding General of the
Western Defense Command, requested authorization from Secretary of
War Henry L. Stimson to evacuate "Japanese and other subversive
persons" from the West Coast area.

On February 19, 1942 President Franklin
Roosevelt signed Executive Order No. 9066 authorizing the Secretary
of War or any military commander to establish "military areas" and
to exclude from them "any or all persons of Japanese descent. A
month later, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order No.
9102 establishing the War Relocation Authority, and named
Milton Eisenhower, brother of the future president, to head the
WRA. Over one hundred thousand men, women and children were
imprisoned in these relocation centers with approximately seventy
thousand of them being citizens of the United States and legally
entitled to equal protection under the law which eventually
operated the internment camps. Most of the relocation centers were
established in undeveloped and isolated areas. Varying in size from
6,000 acres to 72,000 and in capacity from 8,000 detainees to
16,000 the ten centers utilized were:

Manzanar and Tule Lake in California; Poston
and Gila River in Arizona; Rohwer and Jerome in Arkansas; Minidoka
in Arizona; Heart Mountain in Wyoming; Granada in Colorado; and
Topaz located in Utah. The end of 1944, in the case of Ex Parte
Endo, the Court ruled unanimously that the government had no right
to detain admittedly loyal U.S. citizens indefinitely. This
decision ended the entire program. Within 48 hours of the ruling,
the government announced that, apart from a few suspicious
individuals, the Japanese were free to return home.

What the Supreme Court did in these cases
and especially in Korematsu v. U.S. was to increase the strength of
the military in relation to civil government and for the first time
in American legal history seriously weakened the protection of our
basic civil right, the writ of habeas corpus.


 


III.

VOICES OF CHANGE

There are, it may be, so many
kinds of voices in the world, and none of them are without
signification.

1 Corinthians 14:10
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"What replaced the Black
Codes, Leon F. Litwack wrote, "was not racial integration but an informal code of
exclusion and discrimination."

Laws that came to be known
collectively as the Black
codes, ended officially in
2000.
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Martin L.
King-
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Civil Rights

In the United States, Civil Rights are the
rights that a nation's inhabitants enjoy by law. The term is
broader than "political rights," which refer only to rights
devolving from the franchise and are held usually only by a
citizen, and unlike "natural rights," civil rights have a legal as
well as a philosophical basis. In the United States civil rights
are usually thought of in terms of the specific rights guaranteed
in the Constitution: freedom of religion, of speech, and of the
press, and the rights to due process of law and to equal protection
under the law.

The civil-rights movement, led especially by
Martin Luther King, Jr. in the late 1950s and 60s, and the
executive leadership provided by President Lyndon B. Johnson,
encouraged the passage of the most comprehensive civil-rights
legislation to date, the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It prohibited
discrimination for reason of color, race, religion, or national
origin in places of public accommodation covered by interstate
commerce, i.e., restaurants, hotels, motels, and theaters.

Besides dealing with the desegregation of
public schools, the act, in Title VII, forbade discrimination in
employment. Title VII also prohibited discrimination on the basis
of sex. In 1965 the Voting Rights Act was passed, which placed
federal observers at polls to ensure equal voting rights. The Civil
Rights Act of 1968 dealt with housing and real estate
discrimination. In addition to congressional action on civil
rights, there was action by other branches of the government. The
most notable of these were the Supreme Court decisions in 1954 and
1955 declaring racial segregation in public schools
unconstitutional and the court's rulings in 1955 banning
segregation in publicly financed parks, playgrounds, and golf
courses. In the 1960s women began to organize around the issue of
their civil rights.

The Federal Equal Pay Act was passed in
1963, and by the early 1970s over 40 states had passed equal pay
laws. In 1972 the Senate passed an Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
intended to prohibit all discrimination based on sex, but after
failing to win ratification in a sufficient number of states, the
ERA was abandoned. Since the 1970s a number of gay-rights groups
have worked, mainly on the local and state levels, for legislation
that prevents discrimination in housing and employment (see
gay-rights movement). In a further extension of civil-rights
protection, the Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) barred
discrimination against disabled persons in employment and provided
for improved access to public facilities. The protection of the
Civil Rights for all citizens is such a detrimental part of the
American fabric that more than one group was established to make
sure all were treated fairly.


 


Organizations

 



CHINESE AMERICAN CITIZENS ALLIANCE (CACA) is a
Chinese American political organization founded in 1895 in San
Francisco, California to secure equal rights for Americans of
Chinese ancestry. It was originally named the Native Sons of the
Golden State and changed to its present name in 1904. The Chinese
Times, founded in 1924, became the official newspaper of the
Alliance. The Chinese American Citizens Alliance La Lodge Youth
Council (YC) was formed in August 2001 and is a subsidiary of the
Chinese American Citizens Alliance. It was created in response to
the growing number of students seeking college entry counseling.
Membership currently consists of high school students, college
students, and recent college graduates residing in the West and
East San Gabriel Valley.

 



THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING
COMMITTEE (SNCC, pronounced "snick") was one of
the principal organizations of the American Civil Rights Movement
in the 1960s. It was founded to help organize the student sit-ins,
to fight segregation in restaurants and other public areas. It
emerged in April of 1960 from student meetings led by Ella Baker
held at Shaw University in Raleigh, North Carolina. Ella Baker had
been the Southern Christian Leadership Conference director before
helping form SNCC, but this did not mean SNCC was a branch of SCLC.
Instead of being closely tied to SCLC or other groups such as the
NAACP as a youth division, SNCC sought to stand on its own. Two
hundred black students were present at the first meeting, including
Stokely Carmichael from Howard University. He would later head
SNCC's militant branch after the group split in two in the late
1960s. SNCC members were referred to as "shock troops of the
revolution."

 


The SNCC eventually aimed to make changes in
individual local communities rather than on a national scale, in
the case of the SCLC. It was also the most militant of all of the
black civil rights organizations which led to tensions with the
peaceful SCLC despite its name including "Non-Violent". The SNCC
was also committed, as were the other black organizations to
convincing blacks to register to vote, as each organization
realized that if the blacks didn't vote the government would not be
representative of them. The SNCC ran a major campaign during the
early 1960s in an attempt to get blacks to register to work.

SNCC played a leading role in the Freedom
Rides, the 1963 March on Washington, Mississippi Freedom Summer and
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party over the next few years.
In the later part of the 1960s, led by fiery leaders such as
Stokely Carmichael, SNCC focused on Black Power, and then fighting
against the Vietnam War. In 1969, SNCC officially changed its name
to the Student National Coordinating Committee to reflect the
broadening of its strategies. It passed out of existence in the
1970s.

 


GREENSBORO
FOUR-- civil rights activists. On Feb. 1, 1960
four black freshmen at North Carolina A&T State University,
Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, Ezell Blair, Jr., and David
Richmond, took seats at the segregated lunch counter of F. W.
Woolworth's in Greensboro, N.C. They were refused service and sat
peacefully until the store closed. They returned the next day,
along with about 25 other students, and their requests were again
denied. The Greensboro Four inspired similar sit-ins across the
state and by the end of February; such protests were taking place
across the South. Finally in July, Woolworth's integrated all of
its stores. The four have become icons of the civil rights
movement.

 


BLACK
PANTHERS, U.S. African-American militant party,
founded (1966) in Oakland, Calif., by Huey P. Newton and Bobby
Seale. Originally adopting violent revolution as the only means of
achieving black liberation during the late 1970s the party
gradually lost most of its influence, ceasing to be an important
force within the black community. The New Black Panther Party for
Self-Defense, founded in Dallas, Tex., in 1989, is not related to
the old group. The Black Panther Party (originally called the Black
Panther Party for Self-Defense) was an African American
organization founded to promote civil rights and self-defense. It
was active within the United States in the late 1960s into the
1970s.

 


The group was founded on the principles of
its Ten-Point Program, a document that called for "Land, Bread,
Housing, Education, Clothing, Justice And Peace," as well as
exemption from military service that would utilize African
Americans to "fight and kill for other people of color in the world
who, like Black people, are being victimized by the White racist
government of America." While firmly grounded in Black Nationalism
and begun as an organization that accepted African American
membership exclusively, the party reconsidered itself as it grew to
national prominence and became an iconic representative of the
counterculture revolutions of the 1960s.

 


The group's political goals are often
overshadowed by its confrontational and even militaristic tactics,
and their suspicious regard of law enforcement agents, whom the
Black Panthers perceived as a linchpin of oppression that could
only be overcome by a willingness to take up armed self-defense.
The Black Panther Party collapsed in the early 1970s, but party
membership had actually started to decline during Huey Newton's
1968 manslaughter trial.



AMERICAN
INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) spearheaded in 1969 was
co-founded by Anishinaabe Dennis Banks established to protect the
traditional ways of Indian people and to engage in legal cases
protecting treaty rights of Natives. The American Indian Movement
(AIM) is a Native American activist organization in the United
States.

 


AIM burst on the international scene with its
seizure of the Bureau of Indian Affairs headquarters in Washington,
D.C., in 1972 and the 1973 standoff at Wounded Knee, South Dakota,
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. AIM was cofounded in
Minneapolis, MN on July 28, 1968 by Dennis Banks, Herb Powless,
Clyde Bellecourt, Eddie Benton Banai, and many others in the Indian
community, almost 200 in total. Russell Means was another early
leader. The original mission included protecting indigenous people
from police abuse, using CB radios and police scanners to get to
the scenes of alleged crimes involving indigenous people before or
as police arrived, for the purpose of documenting or preventing
police brutality. In the decades since AIM's founding, the group
has led protests advocating Indigenous American interests, inspired
cultural renewal, monitored police activities and coordinated
employment programs in cities and in rural reservation communities
across the United States.


 


IV.

 Biographies of notable contributors to america’s
growth
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Even in my small part of the world believers for
equality played a major part in changing history. In 1956 in
Beaumont, Texas my father (Adam J. Wade) and my cousin Robert
Sampia (in picture from Beaumont Enterprise 1956) became members of
one of the first groups of African-Americans to integrate Lamar
State College of Tech now Lamar University. They endured threats,
racial slurs and attacks from the Klu Klux Klan. This fight led to
the ability for my own daughters to graduate from Lamar.

How hard it is to fight for what is right
when your race is used against you. I thank God for the honor and
ability to research and share Beads on a String-America’s Racially
Intertwined History. We gathered lists of notables from within each
race, organized them into lists of their field of expertise and
then arranged this list by century and birth date.

The following list of fighters for humane
justice, equality and freedom in all sectors of society went
through great strides to make America the place others fight hard
to become a part of. Being an Activist is more than just fighting
for your own wishes or ideals. It is a battle for the freedoms and
equal treatment of a group of people.

Video4

From Martin to Obama
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THE ACTIVISTS

 1500's

HIAWATHA,
Onondaga chief, Hiawatha (also known as Ayenwatha or
Ha-yo-went'-ha) who lived around 1550, was variously a leader of
the Onondaga and Mohawk nations of Native Americans. Hiawatha was a
follower of The Great Peacemaker, a prophet and shaman who was
credited as the founder of the Iroquois confederacy, (referred to
as Haudenosaunee by the people). If The Great Peacemaker was the
man of ideas, Hiawatha was the politician who actually put the plan
into practice. Hiawatha was a skilled and charismatic orator, and
was instrumental in persuading the Iroquois peoples, the Seneca's,
Onondagas, Oneidas, Cayuga, and Mohawks, a group of Native North
Americans who shared similar languages, to accept The Great
Peacemaker's vision and band together to become the Five Nations of
the Iroquois confederacy. (Later, in 1721, the Tuscarora nation
joined the Iroquois confederacy, and they became the Six
Nations).

 


CANONICUS,
born in 1565 was a Native American chief of the Narragansett when
the Pilgrims landed in New England. He was a firm friend of English
settlers. It was he who gave to Roger Williams the first land in
Rhode Island, 1638. He died June 4, 1647. Canonicus was succeeded
by his nephew Miantonomo.

 


1600's

CATHERINE
TEKAKWITHA, Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656
-she was a Mohawk holy woman the daughter of a Mohawk warrior and a
Christian Algonquin woman, was born in the Mohawk fortress of
Ossernenon near present-day Auriesville, New York. At the age of 4,
smallpox swept through Ossernenon, and Tekakwitha was left with
unsightly scars and poor eyesight. The outbreak took the lives of
her brother and both her parents and Tekakwitha was adopted by her
uncle, who was the chief of the Turtle-clan.

 


In 1666, the Marquis Alexandre De Prouville
de Tracy burned down Ossernenon. A new fort, Caughnawaga, was built
on the north side of the Mohawk River in what is now Fonda, New
York. While living here Tekakwitha was converted and baptized in
1676 by Father Jacques de Lamberville, a Jesuit. At her baptism,
she took the name "Kateri", a Mohawk pronunciation of "Catherine".
Because she was persecuted by her Indian kin, she moved to
Kahnawake, Canada where she lived a life dedicated to prayer,
penitential practices, and care for the sick and aged. In 1679, she
took a vow of chastity. On April 17, 1680, Kateri Tekakwitha died
at the age of 24. She is called "The Lily of the Mohawks," the
"Mohawk Maiden," the "Pure and Tender Lily," and the "Fairest
Flower among True Men.

 


According to eyewitness accounts, Kateri's
scars vanished at the time of her death. It is also held that she
appeared to two different individuals in the weeks following her
death. The process of her canonization began in 1884. She was
declared Venerable by Pope Pius XII on January 3, 1943. She was
beatified June 22, 1980 by Pope John Paul II, and as such she is
properly referred to as Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha within the Roman
Catholic Church. She is the first Native American to be so honored,
and as such she holds a special place of devotion among the
Catholics of North America.



Devotion to Blessed Kateri is clearly
manifest in at least 3 national shrines in the United States alone,
including the National Kateri Shrine in Fonda, New York, the
National Shrine of the North American Martyrs in Auriesville, New
York, and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, D.C. As of 2004, her canonization is
currently awaiting a verified miracle. Her feast day in the United
States is celebrated on July 14.

 


HENDRICK, Mohawk chief
Theyanoguin or King Hendrick was born to a Mohawk woman and a
Mohegan man living in Massachusetts in 1680 was an important Mohawk
leader and orator in the Mohawk Valley of colonial New York who had
a close association with Sir William Johnson, the administrator of
Indian affairs for Great Britain, and was influential among other
American leaders such as Benjamin Franklin. His given name,
Theyanoguin means "the western door is open." He was killed on
September 8, 1755 on a mission to stop the southern advance of the
French army at the Battle of Lake George but not before killing
George Washington and his family.

 


1700's

CRISPUS ATTUCKS born
1723-was a seaman of Massachusetts, a Native American and African
descent from Framingham, Massachusetts, who was killed at the
Boston Massacre March 5, 1770. His father was an African immigrant
transported to America to become a slave, and his mother was an
American Indian. All existing records refer to a runaway servant
named Crispus and to him being a mulatto, which suggests an
ancestry of white, American Indian, and African. Some controversy
remains over whether Attucks was a revolutionary leader or simply a
rabble rouser; it is possible he was both. Despite attempts by
their officer to prevent it, the eight soldiers of the 29th
Regiment of Foot fired, killing five men in the crowd; Attucks was
among the dead. The Boston Massacre was an important event that
underscored the commitment of ordinary Americans to the ideas of
the coming revolution. In the 1850s, the abolitionists of Boston
put forth the story that the first martyr of the Revolutionary War
was a black man named Crispus Attucks even though there were no
written records to that effect. Paul Revere's contemporary
engraving of the Massacre does not depict a black man among the
victims. Martin Luther King, Jr., referred to Crispus Attucks in
the introduction of "Why We Can't Wait" as a specific example of a
man whose contribution to history has been overlooked by standard
histories.

 


JAMES LOGAN, Mingo chief
born in 1725 in Pennsylvania. He took his name from James Logan
(1674-1751) and is frequently called simply Logan. He was a leader
of the Native Americans on the Ohio and Scioto rivers. Logan was
long the friend of the whites, but when his family was massacred by
white settlers (1774), his attacks against them helped bring on
Dunmore's War. Logan refused to participate in making the treaty,
and his eloquent speech became famous. He served with the British
during the American Revolution. Logan died in 1780.

 


NANYE-HI ("One Who Goes About"),
known in English as Nancy Ward was born 1738 - 1822 or 1824 in the
Cherokee town of Chota, a member of the Wolf Clan) was a Ghighua,
or "Beloved Woman" of the Cherokee nation, which meant that she was
allowed to sit in councils and to make decisions, along with the
other Beloved Women, on pardons. She believed in peaceful
coexistence with white people. Her mother, whose actual name is not
known, has been called Tame Doe in novels. Her father was probably
part Leni Lenape. Her first husband was the Cherokee man
Kingfisher. Nanye-hi and Kingfisher fought side by side at the
Battle of Taliwa against the Creeks in 1755. When he was killed,
she took up his rifle and led the Cherokee to victory. This was the
action which, at the age of 18, gave her the title of Ghighua.

 


As a Ghighua, Nanye-hi had the power to spare
captives. In 1780, following a Cherokee attack on a white
settlement on the Watauga River, she used that power to spare a
Mrs. William (Lydia Russell) Bean, whom she took into her house and
nursed back to health from injuries suffered in the battle. Mrs.
Bean taught Nanye-hi how to weave, revolutionizing the Cherokee
garments, which at the time were a combination of hides and cloth
bought from traders. But this weaving revolution also changed the
roles of women in the Cherokee society, as they took on the weaving
and left men to do the planting, which had traditionally been a
woman's job.



Mrs. Bean also rescued two of her dairy cows
from the settlement, and brought them to Nanye-hi. Nanye-hi learned
to raise the cattle and to eat dairy products, which would sustain
the Cherokee when hunting was bad. The combination of weaving and
raising of animals turned the Cherokee from a communal agricultural
society into a society very similar to that of their
European-American neighbors, with family plots and the need for
ever-more labor. Thus the Cherokee began buying and selling slaves.
Nanye-hi was the first Cherokee to own black slaves. Around the
same time Sequoyah introduced the first written language for the
tribe. A complete Bible was first printed in the 1830’s; hence the
Cherokee were considered one of the 'Five Civilized Tribes'. Nancy
Ward is not only remembered as an important figure to the Cherokee
people but is also considered an early pioneer for women in
American politics as she advocated for a woman's voice during a
turbulent period in her tribe's history.

 


CORNPLANTER
Gaiänt'wakê born 1740 was chief of the Seneca born at Canawagus on
the Genesee River in present-day New York State. The son of a
Native American mother and a white father also carried the name
John O'Bail (sometimes spelled Abeel after his fur trader father).
He acquired great influence among the Seneca and in the American
Revolution led war parties for the British against the colonial
forces, particularly against Gen. John Sullivan in New York.



Cornplanter later favored friendship with the
whites and signed the Treaty of Fort Stanwix (1784). He was given a
grant of land on the Allegheny River, where he lived to a very old
age. His views were opposed by the energetic Red Jacket but
supported by Handsome Lake (Cornplanter's half brother). During the
Indian wars in Ohio and Indiana right after the Revolution,
Cornplanter was able to keep the Senecas neutral and tried to
negotiate with the Shawnees on behalf of the US. In gratitude for
his assistance, Cornplanter was given a grant of land by
Pennsylvania along the western bank of the Allegheny River to him
and his heirs "forever." Cornplanter was uncle to Governor
Blacksnake. Cornplanter State Forest in Forest County, Pennsylvania
is named for him.

 


JOSEPH
BRANT Thayendanegea or Joseph Brant (sometimes
spelled Brandt or Brand) Brant was born at Cuyahoga Ohio Country in
1742 on the banks of the Cuyahoga River; near present-day Akron,
Ohio. He was a Mohawk leader and British military officer during
the American Revolutionary War. Brant was perhaps the most
well-known North American Indian of his generation. He met many of
the most significant people of the age, including George Washington
and King George III.



The American folk image emphasized the
atrocities his forces committed against settlers on the western
frontier and created a hatred of Indians that soured relations for
50 years. During the war, he was known as the Monster Brant. In
later years historians have argued that he actually had been a
force for restraint in the violence that characterized many of the
actions in which he was involved; they have discovered innumerable
instances in which he displayed his compassion and humanity,
especially towards women, children, and non-combatants. Brant
became infamous for the Wyoming Valley "massacre", which it was
widely believed he led, although he was not present at the battle.
He also helped lead the attack in the Cherry Valley Massacre.
Again, in 1781, his forces ambushed and destroyed the expeditionary
force of Archibald Lochry that had been sent out against Indian
settlements in the Ohio Valley.



Joseph Brant died in his house at the head of
Lake Ontario (site of what would become the city of Burlington,
Ontario) on November 24, 1807. The house was owned by descendants
until the late 19th century, and is now the Joseph Brant Museum.
Brant's last words, spoken to his adopted nephew John Norton,
reflect his life-long commitment to his people: "Have pity on the
poor Indians. If you have any influence with the great, Endeavour
to use it for their good." In 1850, his remains were carried 34
miles in relays on the shoulders of young men of Grand River to a
tomb at Her Majesty's Chapel of the Mohawks in Brantford. The City
of Brantford and the County of Brant, Ontario, located on part of
his land grant, is named for him as is the Erie County, New York
Town of Brant. A statue of Brant, located in Victoria Square,
Brantford, was dedicated in 1886. The township of Tyendinaga and
the Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory Indian reserve are also named for
Brant, taking their name from an alternate spelling of his
traditional Mohawk name. The neighborhood of Tyandaga in Burlington
is also named after Brant, using a simplified spelling of his
Mohawk name. Thayendanegea is one of the 14 leading Canadian
military figures commemorated at the Valiants Memorial in
Ottawa.

 


LITTLE
TURTLE, Miami chief Michikinikwawas a chief of
the Miami tribe in what is presently Indiana was born 1752. After
an exploratory attack on Fort Recovery (June 30-July 1, 1794),
Michikinikwa counseled negotiation rather than battle. He was
overridden by the confederacy, and ceded command to Blue Jacket
although retaining leadership of the Miami tribesmen. Little Turtle
died July 14, 1812. In 1911, a very old grave was accidentally
discovered by a homebuilder on Lawton Place in Fort Wayne. Research
showed that the tomb was indeed that of Michikinikwa. The sword
given to him by George Washington was found in the grave and is now
in the Ft. Wayne and Allen County Historical Society Museum. The
body was not disinterred, and the plans for the house were altered.
A small memorial stone was placed there, which reads: This site
honors the great Chief of the Miamis, Meshekinoqua, "The Little
Turtle," son of the great Chief Acquenacque. He is held in the
hearts of his people, allies, and foes with the greatest of honor
and respect for his courageous valor and peacemaking.

 


In 1959, the site was purchased by the
Smeltzly sisters of Fort Wayne, with the express desire of holding
up Little Turtle's peacemaking efforts "…as an example to future
generations…" and donated to the city as a public park "…dedicated
to the children of America." In 1994, the memorial was improved
with additional markers and a trust established for its
maintenance. Several institutions in northeast Indiana have been
named for Little Turtle including Camp Chief Little Turtle (a Boy
Scout reservation near Angola), the Little Turtle Branch of the
Allen County Public Library, and Turtle Island in Lake Erie.

 


PAUL
CUFFEship captain, merchant, and abolitionist,
was born in colonial Cuttyhunk, Massachusetts on January 17, 1759
as a free black. Cuffe's mother was an American Indian and his
father had been brought to the New World from Africa as a slave,
but managed to obtain his freedom. At age 16, Cuffe became a sailor
on whaling and cargo ships. Over time, he rose to the rank of
captain and eventually owned his own fleet. He became a highly
successful merchant, and the wealthiest African American of his
time. A devout Quaker, Cuffe was an ardent abolitionist and worked
to end the slave trade. His ships were staffed exclusively with
African Americans. Cuffe also ardently believed in the "Back to
Africa" colonization campaign. In 1815 he sailed for the colony of
Sierra Leone in Africa with 38 free blacks aboard. There he created
a successful homestead for them, a project he personally financed.
Cuffe died September 9, 1817.

 


JAMES
ARMISTEAD (JAMES LAFAYETTE) was a patriot of the
American Revolution. An African American slave born in 1760 in
Virginia, Armistead sought and received permission from his master,
William Armistead, to enlist under Gen. Marquis de Lafayette, a
French officer who joined George Washington's army during the
American Revolution. Lafayette was seeking men to spy on British
general Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown, Va. Impressed with
Armistead's intelligence, Lafayette had Armistead pose as a laborer
looking for work. He was hired at Cornwallis's camp and was able to
relay information about Cornwallis's plans to Lafayette. Armistead
also earned the trust of Cornwallis, who asked him to spy on the
Americans.

 


As a double agent, Armistead was able to move
freely between both camps. He provided Lafayette with critical
information that enabled the general to intercept Cornwallis's
much-needed naval support and ultimately defeat Cornwallis at
Yorktown in Oct. 1781, the decisive battle that ended the
Revolution. After the war, Armistead returned to the Armistead
plantation as a slave. He met with Lafayette in 1784, when the
general visited the United States. He wrote a glowing
recommendation for his former spy, which Armistead used when he
petitioned the Virginia House of Delegates for freedom. He was
finally freed on New Year's Day 1787. He assumed Lafayette as his
surname and spent the rest of his life as a farmer in Virginia
until his death on August 9, 1830.

 


DENMARK
VESEY (originally Telemaque) born 1767 was an
African American slave and later a freeman, carpenter and
anti-slave activist who is alleged to have planned what would have
been a large slave rebellion had word of the plans not been leaked.
Eventually, many came to regard Vesey as a hero. During the
American Civil War, abolitionist Frederick Douglass used Vesey's
name as a battle cry to rally African-American regiments,
especially the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. In 1781,
Vesey was purchased by Captain Joseph Vesey from the Danish
Caribbean island of St. Thomas. He labored briefly in French Saint
Domingue (present day Haiti), and then settled in Charleston, South
Carolina as a youth, where Joseph Vesey kept him as a domestic
slave. On November 9, 1799, he won $1500 in a city lottery; he used
part of the money to start a new life as a carpenter. Although
previously a Presbyterian, he co-founded a branch of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1816, which was temporarily shut down
by white authorities in 1818 and again in 1820.



Inspired by the revolutionary spirit and
actions of slaves in Saint Domingue (known today as the 1791
Haitian Revolution), and furious at the closing of the African
Church, Vesey began to plan what would have been the largest slave
rebellion in U.S. history. His insurrection, which was to take
place on Bastille Day, July 14, 1822, became known to thousands of
blacks throughout Charleston and along the Carolina coast. The plot
called for Vesey and his group of slaves and free blacks to slay
their masters and temporarily seize the city of Charleston. Shortly
after the rebellion was to take place, Vesey and his followers
planned to sail to Haiti to escape retaliation. The plot was leaked
by two slaves opposed to Vesey's scheme, and 131 people were
charged with conspiracy by Charleston authorities. In total, 67 men
were convicted and 35 hanged, including Denmark Vesey.

 


BLACK
HAWK (Makataimeshekiakiak) born in 1767 was a
leader and warrior of the Sauk Native American tribe. While he had
inherited an important historic medicine bundle, he was not a chief
of the Sauk. Black Hawk was born in the village of Saukenuk on the
Rock River, near present-day Rock Island, Illinois. In the late
18th century, the Indians of the upper Mississippi Valley witnessed
the replacement of the relatively sympathetic French, Spanish, and
British with the aggressive Americans pushing westward. The Sauk
warrior, Black Hawk, resisted the pioneers and fought to have
Indians retain their lands and traditions. Black Hawk and his band
of warriors fought on the side of the British during the War of
1812, hoping to halt the American westward expansion. While Black
Hawk was fighting the United States, the young Keokuk, who was
friendlier towards the Americans, became leader of the Sauk and
Fox.

 


By 1814, Black Hawk and his forces defeated
the Americans, who were under the command of Gen. Zachary Taylor.
Treaties were signed in 1816 and an uneasy peace reigned until 1832
when the Black Hawk War broke out. The Sauk, Fox, and other tribes
refused to move westward to accommodate the increasingly large
population of American pioneers. President Andrew Jackson sent
troops and a massacre at Black Axe River ended the war and resulted
in Black Hawk's imprisonment for several months. After Black Hawk's
defeat, Keokuk, who had maintained good relations with the U.S.
government, was granted a tract of land in Iowa for his people.
Black Hawk joined what remained of his tribe in Iowa and died there
October 3, 1838.

 


GABRIEL
PROSSER a slave revolt leader. He was born in
1775 in Henrico County, Virginia. An educated slave, Prosser worked
as a blacksmith. Inspired by the successful Haitian slave revolt,
Prosser planned an insurrection to capture Richmond and massacre
whites, except Methodists, Quakers, Frenchmen, and the poor, whom
he regarded as sympathetic to blacks. He intended to make himself
king of a new black nation. On Aug. 30, 1800, Prosser assembled a
number of slaves outside Richmond. However, heavy rains washed out
bridges and roads, while an informer told authorities about the
revolt. The militia captured several dozen slaves. Prosser was
finally caught on board a ship in Norfolk and was hanged in
Richmond. As a result of the planned revolt, Virginia's slave laws
were tightened and abolitionist societies were forced to go
underground.

 


KEOKUK
(ke'ukuk) was a Native American, chief of the Sac and Fox was born
in 1780 near present-day Rock Island, Ill. When Black Hawk
supported the British in the War of 1812, Keokuk refused to join
him, thereby gaining recognition and support from the U.S.
government. After Black Hawk's defeat in 1832, Keokuk's people were
given a large tract of land in SE Iowa. Keokuk visited Washington
D.C., in 1833 and 1837. He died in 1848 and his grave and a statue
of him are at Keokuk, Iowa.

 



JOHN ROSS,, Cherokee chief Sacajawea, Shoshone
interpreter was also known as Kooweskoowe - "the egret" Principal
Chief of the Cherokee Native American Nation was born October 3,
1790 in Turkeytown, Alabama, along the Coosa River, near Lookout
Mountain, to Mollie and Daniel Ross. Ross's genealogy begins with
William Shorey, a Scottish interpreter, and his "fullblood" wife
Ghigooie, a member of the Bird clan. By "blood", Ross was
seven-eighths Scottish, educated by Europeans, a poor speaker of
the Cherokee language, and one of the wealthiest men of the nation.
Ironically, in term of heritage, education, status, and economic
pursuits, Ross more closely resembled his political foes President
Andrew Jackson or Governor George R. Glimer of Georgia than he did
the majority of the Cherokee Nation.



Between 1819 and 1866, the Cherokees became a
nation state, lost their ancestral land, endured removal to the
Indian Territory, and suffered destructive civil war. Throughout
these tumultuous years, the dominant political figure in the
Cherokee Nation was John Ross, whose leadership spanned the entire
period. Ross died August 1, 1866.

 



MANGAS COLORADAS, Apache chief Mangas Coloradas
or Dasoda-hae (Red Sleeves), was born in 1793 was a famous Apache
chief, a member of the Eastern Chiricahuas, whose homeland
stretched west from the Rio Grande to include most of what is
present-day southwestern New Mexico. Considered by many to be the
most important Apache leader of the 19th century, he united the
Apache nation against the United States. Coloradas died in1863.

 


DRED
SCOTT (ca. 1795 - September 17, 1858) was a slave
who sued unsuccessfully for his freedom in the famous Dred Scott v.
Sandford case of 1856. His case was based on the fact that he and
his wife Harriet were slaves, but had lived in states and
territories where slavery was illegal. The case raised the issue of
a slave's freedom when he was in a free state. Congress had not
asserted whether slaves were free once they stepped foot on
Northern soil. The ruling arguably violated the Missouri Compromise
because, based on the court's logic, a white slave owner could
purchase slaves in a slave state and then bring his slaves to a
state where slavery was illegal without losing rights to the
slaves. This factor upset the Northern Republicans and further
split Northern and Southern relations.

 


Scott appealed his case to the United States
Supreme Court, but lost because the Court did not see him as a
legal citizen of the United States. At the time the judges declared
all blacks, free or not, were not able to become American citizens.
In effect, the Court ruled that slaves had no claim to freedom;
they were property and not citizens; they could not bring suit in
federal court; and because slaves were private property, the
federal government could not revoke a white slave owner's right to
own a slave based on where he lived, thus nullifying the essence of
the Missouri Compromise. Chief Justice Taney, speaking for the
majority, also ruled that Scott was a slave, an object of private
property, and therefore subject to the Fifth Amendment prohibition
against taking property from its owner "without due process." Scott
was formally freed on May 26, 1857 and worked as a porter in St.
Louis during the less than nine months before he died from
tuberculosis in September 1858. He is interred in Calvary Cemetery,
St. Louis, Missouri. Harriet was thought to be buried near her
husband, but it was later learned that she was buried somewhere in
Greenwood Cemetery in Hillsdale, Missouri. In 1997, Dred and
Harriet Scott were inducted into the St. Louis Walk of Fame

 


SOJOURNER
TRUTH born 1797 was the self-given name, from
1843, of an American abolitionist born into slavery from Hurley,
New York. (Her original name was Isabella Baumfree, but some
sources list her name as Isabella Van Wagener.) She had five
children while in slavery with a man named Thomas Jeffery Harvey,
whom she married. Her youngest child was named Sophie, with whom
she fled, finally ending up in Canada in 1827. After New York State
abolished slavery, she returned there in 1829, working as a
domestic servant for over a decade and joining Elijah Pierson in
evangelical preaching on street-corners.

 


Later in life she became a noted speaker for
both the Abolitionist movement and the women's rights movement.
Truth's most famous speech, "Ain't I a Woman?" is a short but well
pointed commentary. In 1841, she went to Northampton, Massachusetts
to join a utopian community, the Northampton Association of
Education and Industry. When the association disbanded in 1846, she
remained in Florence, Massachusetts, where she worked with a
neighbor, Olive Gilbert, to produce a biography in 1850 known as
the Narrative of Sojourner Truth: A Northern Slave.

In 1857, Truth moved to Michigan, where she
continued her advocacy. During the American Civil War, she
organized collection of supplies for the Union, and moved to
Washington, D.C. after the Emancipation Proclamation was issued, to
work with former slaves. She also met President Abraham Lincoln.
She returned to Michigan in 1867 and died at her home in Battle
Creek, Michigan, on November 26, 1883. She is buried in Oak Hill
Cemetery in Battle Creek. In 1983, she was inducted into the
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame.

 


GREENBURY LOGAN a soldier in the Texas
Revolution was born into slavery in 1799 in Kentucky but he was
later freed by his white father, David Logan. After moving to
Missouri, Logan married Judah Duncan, and the couple had five
children. In Feb. 1831, Logan became one of the first African
Americans to settle in Texas. Several months later, he received a
grant of land in Chocolate Bayou in Austin's third colony, now
Brazoria County, where he leased a blacksmith shop on the Francis
Bingham plantation.



Logan enlisted in the Texas army on Oct. 7,
1835, in order to fight for Texan independence. He fought in the
Battle of Concepción, and in the siege of Bexar he received a wound
that left his right arm crippled for life. In 1836, he bought a
house in Brazoria, which he turned into a boarding house for
members of the new Texas congress meeting in Columbia. Logan died
before March 1881.

 


1800's

 


NATHANIEL "NAT"
TURNER was born October 2, 1800 in Southampton
County, Virginia. He was an American slave whose failed slave
rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia, was the most remarkable
instance of black resistance to enslavement in the antebellum
Southern United States. He was singularly intelligent, picking up
the ability to read without being taught and experimenting with
homemade paper and gunpowder. He grew up deeply religious and was
often seen fasting and praying. He frequently received visions
which he interpreted as being messages from God, and which greatly
influenced his life. He became known among fellow slaves as "The
Prophet".

 


On February 12, 1831, an annular solar
eclipse was seen in Virginia. Turner took this to mean that he
should begin preparing for a rebellion. The rebellion was initially
planned for July 4, Independence Day. Turner started with a few
trusted fellow slaves, but the insurgency ultimately numbered more
than 50 slaves and free blacks, most on horseback. On August 13,
there was an atmospheric disturbance in which the sun appeared
bluish-grneen. Turner took this as the final signal, and a week
later, on August 21, the rebellion began. The rebels traveled from
house to house, freeing slaves and killing all the white people
they found. Because the slaves did not want to alert anyone to
their presence as they carried out their attacks, they used knives,
hatchets, axes, and blunt instruments instead of firearms.



Turner called on his group to "kill all
whites." The rebellion spared no one, but a small child who hid in
a fireplace was among the few survivors. Until Turner and his
brigade of slaves met resistance at the hands of a white militia,
55 white men, women and children were killed. Turner escaped, but
he was eventually captured in October and tried. He was hanged and
skinned November 11, 1831. Before he was executed, he described his
actions to Thomas R. Gray, and "The Confessions of Nat Turner" was
later widely published in newspapers.

 


Turner's failed rebellion led to hundreds of
blacks being murdered by white vigilante mobs, and spurred a new
set of strict codes that limited the activities of slaves. The
state legislature of Virginia considered abolishing slavery, but in
a close vote, affected by the recent uprising, decided to retain
slavery and instead support a repressive policy against slaves and
free blacks. Nat Turner is regarded as a hero by many African
Americans and pan-Africanists worldwide. Over the years, Turner
became a figure of controversy, seen by some as a vicious fanatic
and by others as a hero of black resistance.

 


COCHISE (A-da-tli-chi = "hardwood",
also Cheis) born in 1805 was a chief (a nantan) of the Chokonen
("central" or "real" Chiricahua) band of the Chiricahua Apache and
the leader of an uprising that began in 1861., chief of the
Chiricahua group of Apache in Arizona. He was friendly with the
whites until 1861, when some of his relatives were hanged by U.S.
soldiers for a crime they did not commit. As part of their attempts
at controlling the Chiricahua, Mexican forces, often with the help
of American and Native American mercenaries, began to kill Apache
civilians, including Cochise's father. Afterward he waged
relentless war against the U.S. army and became noted for his
courage, integrity, and military skill.



His friendship with Thomas Jeffords became
the key to peace. Mexican forces were finally able to capture
Cochise in 1848 during an Apache raid on Fronteras, Sonora, but
they exchanged him for a dozen Mexican hostages. In 1872, Gen.
Oliver Otis Howard, the Indian commissioner, requested Jeffords to
accompany him to Cochise's mountain stronghold. As a result of the
peace talks, Cochise agreed to live on the reservation that Howard
promised would be created from the chief's native territory. After
the death of Cochise June 9, 1874, however, his people were removed
to another reservation. The southeastern county of Arizona is named
for him.

 


BILLY
BOWLEGS (Holata Micco, Halpatter-Micco, and
Halpuda Mikko in Seminole, meaning "Alligator Chief") born in 1810
was a leader of the Seminoles in Florida during the Second and
Third Seminole Wars against the United States. One of the last
Seminole leaders to resist, he eventually moved to Indian Territory
(present-day Oklahoma), where he fought on the side of the Union
Army during the American Civil War as a captain.



Although Bowlegs signed the Treaty of Payne's
Landing of 1832, he refused to leave Florida. While not
particularly well-noted at the beginning of the Second Seminole
Wars (roughly, 1835 to 1842), the surrender of Osceola and the
death of Micanopy, amidst the loss of other prominent Seminole
chiefs, left Bowlegs and his band of 200 warriors one of the most
prominent fighters remaining by the time an end to hostilities was
agreed to on 14 August 1842.

 


Billy Bowlegs formally enlisted in the Union
Army as a captain in May 1862 and was assigned command of Company A
of the First Indian Home Guards. He saw action in a number of
battles that year and was commended by Col. William Cloud,
commander of the Third Brigade, Army of the Frontier, for his
actions at the Battle of Cane Hill in December He died in March 10,
1864 of smallpox and was buried in the Fort Gibson National
Cemetery. Indian Agent G.C. Snow lamented, "His loss is very much
regretted, as he was an influential man among (the Seminoles) and I
believe generally beloved by all." He is memorialized by the
namesake town of Bowlegs, Oklahoma.

 


MARTIN
ROBINSON DELANY born May 6, 1812 was an
African-American abolitionist, arguably the first proponent of
American Black Nationalism and the first African American field
officer and an army physician in the United States Army. Delany was
born free in Charleston, Virginia.

 


He published a response to Harriet Beecher
Stowe's novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin which had brought attention to the
cruelty of Southern slave owners but presented the slaves as
passive. Blake: Or the Huts of America concerned an
insurrectionist's secret travels through slave communities and has
been praised by modern scholars as an accurate interpretation of
black culture. The novel was serialized in the Weekly Anglo African
Magazine becoming the first novel by a black man to be published in
America. He also wrote criticizing racial segregation among
Freemasons.

 


In August 1854 he led the National
Immigration Convention in Cleveland, where he again advanced his
immigration argument in his manifesto "Political Destiny of the
Colored Race on the American Continent". A resolution was approved
by those present, including a significant minority of women, that
"as men and equals, we demand every political right, privilege and
position to which the whites are eligible in the United States, and
we will either attain to these, or accept nothing." This is
considered the foundation of Black Nationalism. Delany died January
24, 1885.

 


HENRY
HIGHLAND GARNET born December 23, 1815 was an
African American abolitionist and orator. He was the first black
minister to preach to the United States House of Representatives.
In 1842, Garnet became pastor of the Liberty Street Presbyterian
church, a position he would hold for six years. He joined the
American Anti-Slavery Society and frequently spoke at abolitionist
conferences. One of his most famous speeches, "Call to Rebellion,"
was delivered August 1843 to the National Negro Convention in
Buffalo, New York. Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison,
along with many other abolitionists, thought his ideas were too
radical.

 


He supported the Liberty Party; a reform that
was eventually absorbed into the Republican Party, whose views
Garnet disagreed with. By 1849 Garnet began to support immigration
of blacks to Mexico, Liberia, or the West Indies, where they would
have more opportunities. He also advocated establishing separate
sections of the United States as black colonies. Garnet died
February 13, 1882 in Liberia.

 


SENGBE
PIEH (later known as Joseph Cinqué) born in 1815
in what is now Sierra Leone. Cinqué was a West African man of the
Mende tribe who was the most prominent defendant in the Amistad
case, in which it was proved that he and 52 others had been victims
of the illegal Atlantic slave trade. He was a married rice farmer
with three children until he was captured by African slave traders
illegally (violating many treaties) in 1839 and imprisoned on the
Portuguese slave ship Tecora.



He was taken to Cuba where he was sold with
52 others to Spaniards José Ruiz and Pedro Montez. They were
transported on a ship called the Amistad, with the intention of
reaching Cuban sugar plantations. However, on June 30 Cinqué led a
revolt, killing the captain and the cook of the ship; two slaves
also died, and two sailors escaped. The Africans took prisoner Ruiz
and Montez, the two merchants who had made the purchase, and
demanded that they direct the ship back to Sierra Leone, but
instead they directed the ship towards the United States. After
about two months, the Amistad reached United States waters near
Long Island, New York. Members of the USS Washington came aboard,
the Africans were charged with mutiny and murder, and they were
taken to New Haven, Connecticut to await trial. The two Spaniards
claimed that the Africans were already slaves in Cuba at the time
of their purchase and were therefore legal property. Translators
from Mende to English were found, allowing the Africans to tell
their story to the court.

 


Cinqué served as the group's informal
representative. In March 1840, the Supreme Court of the United
States ruled that the Africans mutinied to regain their freedom
after being kidnapped and sold illegally. This was in large part
due to the advocacy of former U.S. President John Quincy Adams, who
served as the African's defense counsel. They were ordered to be
permitted to return to Africa, against the protests of President
Martin Van Buren. Cinque' died in 1879.

 


FREDERICK
DOUGLASS, (Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey,
who later became known as Frederick Douglass) was born on February
14, 1818 in Talbot County, Maryland near Hillsboro. He was a slave
and American abolitionist, editor, orator, author, statesman and
reformer. Called "The Sage of Anacostia" and "The Lion of
Anacostia," Douglass was one of the most prominent figures of
African American history during his time and one of the most
influential lecturers and authors in American history.

 


Douglass escaped slavery on September 3, 1838
boarding a train to Havre de Grace, Maryland dressed in a sailor's
uniform and carrying identification papers provided by a free black
seaman. After crossing the Susquehanna River by ferry boat at Havre
de Grace, Douglass continued by train to Wilmington, Delaware. From
there Douglass went by steamboat to "Quaker City"-Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. His escape to freedom eventually led him to New York,
the entire journey taking less than twenty-four hours.

 


After the Civil War, Douglass held a number
of important political positions. He served as President of the
Reconstruction-era Freedman's Savings Bank; as marshal of the
District of Columbia; as minister-resident and consul-general to
the Republic of Haiti (1889-1891); and as chargé d'affaires for
Saint Domingue. After two years, he resigned from his
ambassadorship due to disagreements with U.S. government policy. In
1872, he moved to Washington, D.C. after his house on South Avenue
in Rochester, New York burned down - arson was suspected. Also lost
was a complete issue of The North Star.

 


In 1868, Douglass supported the presidential
campaign of Ulysses S. Grant. The Klan Act and the Enforcement Act
were signed into law by President Grant. Grant used their
provisions vigorously, suspending habeas corpus in South Carolina
and sending troops there and into other states; under his
leadership, over 5,000 arrests were made and the Ku Klux Klan was
dealt a serious blow. Grant's vigor in disrupting the Klan made him
unpopular among many whites, but Frederick Douglass praised him. An
associate of Douglass wrote of Grant that African Americans "will
ever cherish a grateful remembrance of his name, fame and great
services."

 


In 1872, he became the first African American
to receive a nomination for Vice President of the United States,
having been nominated to be Victoria Woodhull's running mate on the
Equal Rights Party ticket without his knowledge. During the
campaign, he neither campaigned for the ticket nor even
acknowledged that he had been nominated. At the 1888 Republican
National Convention, Douglass became the first African-American to
receive a vote for President of the United States in a major
party's roll call vote.

 


On February 20, 1895, Douglass attended a
meeting of the National Council of Women in Washington, D.C. During
that meeting, he was brought to the platform and given a standing
ovation by the audience. Shortly after he returned home, Frederick
Douglass died of a massive heart attack or stroke in his adopted
hometown of Washington D.C. He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in
Rochester, NY.

 


HARRIET
TUBMAN had been born Araminta Ross, in late
February or early March in 1822 into slavery in an area south of
Madison, Maryland, called Peter's Neck. Tubman was known as "Black
Moses, "Grandma Moses," or "Moses of Her People" was an
African-American abolitionist. An escaped slave, she worked as a
lumberjack, laundress, nurse, and cook. As an abolitionist, she
acted as intelligence gatherer, refugee organizer, raid leader,
nurse, and fundraiser.

 


Sometime in the fall of 1849 she escaped
northward, leaving behind her free husband who did not want to
follow. Called "Moses" by those she helped escape on the
Underground Railroad, Tubman made many trips to Maryland to help
other slaves escape. According to her estimates and those of her
close associates, Tubman personally guided about 300 slaves to
freedom in about 19 expeditions, and gave instructions to another
70 who found their way to freedom independently. She was never
captured and, in her own words, "never lost a passenger."



During the Civil War, in addition to working
as a cook and a nurse, she served as a spy for the North. Again she
was never captured, and she guided hundreds of people trapped in
slavery into Union camps. In 1863, Tubman led a raid at Combahee
River Ferry in Colleton County, South Carolina, allowing hundreds
of slaves to run to their freedom. This was the first military
operation in U.S. history planned and executed by a woman. Tubman,
in disguise, had visited plantations in advance of the raid and
instructed slaves to prepare to run in to the river where Union
ships would be waiting for them. Union troops exchanged fire with
Confederate troops in this incident; there were casualties on both
sides.

 


Harriet Tubman was an activist for
African-American and women's rights. With Sarah Bradford acting as
her biographer and transcribing her stories, she was able to have a
brief story of her life published in 1869 as Scenes in the Life of
Harriet Tubman. This was of considerable help to her financial
state-she was not awarded a government pension for her military
service until some 30 years after the fact. Eventually, because of
arthritis and fragile health, Tubman moved into a home for sick and
aged African Americans that she had helped found. It was built on
land which she had purchased, abutting her own property in Auburn.
She told stories of her adventures until her death on March 10,
1913.

 


Tubman was given a full military burial. In
her honor, a memorial plaque was placed on the Cayuga County
Courthouse in Auburn. Today, Harriet Tubman is honored every March
10, the day of her death. In 1944, a United States Liberty ship
named the SS Harriet Tubman was launched and scrapped in 1972.

 


YUNG
WING (Chinese: 容闳 Pinyin: Róng Hóng) was born November 17, 1828 in
Zhuhai in Guangdong province. Wing studied in Robert Morrison's
missionary schools as a boy and his classmates included Tong
King-sing.Yung was the first Chinese student to graduate from a
U.S. university, graduating from Yale College in 1854. Yung Wing
was naturalized as an American citizen on October 30, 1852, and in
1876, he married Mary Kellogg, an American. They had two children:
Morrison Brown Yung and Bartlett Golden Yung. He persuaded the Qing
Dynasty government to send young Chinese to the United States to
study Western science and engineering. With the government's
eventual approval, he organized what came to be known as the
Chinese Educational Mission, which included 120 young Chinese
students, to study in the New England region of the United States
beginning in 1872.



The Educational Mission was disbanded in
1881, but many of the students later returned to China and made
significant contributions to China's civil services, engineering,
and the sciences. Yung Wing's grave is located at Cedar Hill
Cemetery outside Hartford, Connecticut, USA. P.S. 124, a public
elementary school at 40 Division St. in Chinatown in New York City,
NY, is named after Yung Wing. Wing died May 29, 1912.

 


JOSEPH, NEZ PERCÉ chief Keokuk, Sac and Fox
chief was born in 1840. In-mut-too-yah-lat-lat (alternatively
Hinmaton-Yalaktit or Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt, Nez Perce: "Thunder
Rolling Over the Mountains" in the Wallowa Valley of northeastern
Oregon) was the chief of the Wal-lam-wat-kain (Wallowa) band of Nez
Perce Indians during General Oliver O. Howard's attempt to forcibly
remove his band and the other "non-treaty" Indians to a reservation
in Idaho. For his principled resistance to the removal, he became
renowned as a humanitarian and peacemaker.

 


He was known as Young Joseph during his youth
because his father had the same name. When the governor of the
Washington Territory, Isaac Stevens, organized a council to
designate separate areas for Natives and settlers in 1855, Joseph
the Elder refused to participate, claiming that "no man owned any
part of the earth, and a man could not sell what was not his own."
His refusal to sign caused a rift between the "non-treaty" and
"treaty" bands of Nez Perce, who received blankets from the
governor and annuities from the government for their cooperation.
Percé died September 21, 1904.

 


CRAZY HORSE (Lakota: Tasunka Witko,
pronounced tashúnka uitko), born December 4, 1849 was a respected
member of the Oglala Sioux Native American tribe. Noted for his
courage in battle, he was recognized among his own people as a
great leader committed to preserving the traditions and values of
the Lakota way of life and for leading his people into a war
against the takeover of their lands by the Federal government of
the United States.

 


On June 17, 1876, Crazy Horse led a combined
group of approximately 1,500 Lakota and Cheyenne in a surprise
attack against Brig. Gen. George Crook's force of 1,000 cavalry and
infantry and 300 Crow and Shoshone warriors in the Battle of the
Rosebud. The battle, although not substantial in terms of human
loss, delayed Crook from joining up with the 7th Cavalry under
George A. Custer, ensuring Custer's subsequent defeat at the Battle
of the Little Bighorn.

 


On January 8, 1877, Crazy Horse's warriors
fought their last major battle, the Battle of Wolf Mountain, with
the United States Cavalry in the Montana Territory. On May 8 of
that year, knowing that his people were weakened by cold and
hunger, Crazy Horse surrendered to United States troops at Camp
Robinson in Nebraska. Crazy Horse died September 5, 1877.

 


ISHI, born in1860 was the name given to the
last member of the Yana people and Yahi tribe of California. Ishi
means man in the Yahi dialect. Ishi is believed to be the last
Native American in Northern California to have lived the bulk of
his life completely outside the European American culture. He
emerged from the wild near Oroville, California, after leaving his
ancestral homeland in the foothills near Lassen Peak. His real name
was never known because in his society it was taboo to say one's
own name. Since he was the last member of his tribe, his real name
died with him.

 


Prior to European contact, the Yana
population numbered approximately 3,000. In 1865, Ishi and his
family were victims of the Three Knolls Massacre from which
approximately 30 Yahi survived. The remaining Yahi escaped but went
into hiding for the next 40 years after cattlemen killed about half
of the survivors. Eventually Ishi's mother and other companions
died, and he was discovered by a group of butchers in their corral
at Oroville on August 29, 1911.

 


After being noticed by townspeople, Ishi was
taken into custody by a local sheriff for his own protection. He
was then moved to the Museum of Anthropology at the University of
California, San Francisco where he lived the remainder of his life
in evident contentment, until his death from tuberculosis March 25,
1916. While at the Museum Ishi was studied closely by the
anthropologists Alfred L. Kroeber and Thomas Talbot Waterman,
helping them reconstruct Yahi culture by identifying material items
and showing how they were made. He also provided information on his
native Yana language which was recorded and studied by Edward
Sapir, who had previously done work on the northern dialects.

 


IDA B.WELLS (later known as Ida
Wells-Barnett) was born July 16, 1862 in Holly Springs,
Mississippi. Wells was an African American civil rights advocate,
and led a strong cause against lynching. She was a fearless
anti-lynching crusader, suffragist, women's rights advocate,
journalist and speaker. Her parents were slaves but the family
achieved freedom in 1865. Wells became a public figure in Memphis
when in 1884 she led a campaign against segregation on the local
railway.

 


In 1884, she was asked by the conductor of
the Chesapeake, Ohio & South Western Railroad Company to give
up her seat on the train to a white man and ordered into the
smoking or "Jim Crow" car, which was already crowded with other
passengers. Despite the federal Civil Rights Act of 1875 banning
discrimination on the basis of race, creed or color, in theaters,
hotels, transport and other public accommodations, several railroad
companies defied this congressional mandate and racially segregated
their passengers. She refused to give up her seat and the
conductor, who was assisted by two other men, dragged her out of
the car. When she returned to Memphis, she immediately hired an
attorney to sue the railroad. She won her case in the local circuit
court, but the railroad company appealed to the Supreme Court of
Tennessee, which reversed the lower court's ruling, in 1887.



During her participation in women's suffrage
parades, her refusal to stand in the back because she was black
resulted in the beginning of her media publicity. In 1889, she
became co-owner and editor of an anti-segregationist newspaper
based in Beale Street in Memphis. In 1892, however, she was forced
to leave Memphis because her editorials in the paper, Free Speech,
were seen as too agitating. 1892 was the same year that she
published her famous pamphlet, "Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All
Its Phases". In 1895, she published A Red Record, which documented
her campaign against lynching. In 1895, in Chicago, she married
attorney Ferdinand Lee Barnett, who founded and edited the Chicago
Conservator, the city's first Black newspaper.

 


In 1906, she joined with W.E.B. DuBois to
promote the Niagara Movement, a group which advocated full civil
rights for Blacks. In 1910, Wells helped form the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (the NAACP). She
never obtained a position of leadership within the NAACP, perhaps
because she opposed Booker T. Washington's moderate position that
Blacks focus on economic gains rather than social and political
equality with Whites. Or perhaps it was because at this time women
did not have such power. She founded the Alpha Suffrage Club of
Chicago, the first Black suffrage organization in 1913, and from
l913-1916 worked as a probation officer in Chicago.

 


The poet Langston Hughes said her activities
in the field of social work laid the groundwork for the Urban
League. In 1930, she ran for the Illinois state legislature, one of
the first black women ever to run for public office. She died in
Chicago, Illinois, where a public housing complex was later named
in her honor. There is also a high school named after her, on Hayes
Street in San Francisco, California. She died of uremia on March
25, 1931 at the age of 68.

 


MARY CHURCH TERRELL, born September 23, 1863
in Memphis, Tennessee was a writer and civil rights activist. Both
her parents, Robert Church and Louisa Ayers, were former slaves.
Although Church Terrell's parents had been born slaves, they
eventually became wealthy through business and real estate dealings
and provided their daughter with the best education available to
women at that time.

 


Terrell majored in classics at Oberlin
College, where she received her bachelor's degree in 1884, one of
the first African American women awarded a college degree. She
studied in Europe for two years, becoming fluent in French, German,
and Italian. She married Robert Terrell and he also taught school
and became a principal. A high school teacher and principal,
Terrell was appointed to the District of Columbia Board of
Education, 1895- 1906, the first black woman in the United States
to hold such a position.

 


She led the successful fight to integrate
eating places in the District of Columbia. Terrell continued to
participate in picket lines protesting the segregation of Blacks in
restaurants, as well as theatres way into her eighties. Local
integration laws dating back to 1872 and 1873 had disappeared in
the 1890s when the District Code was written. The laws had required
all eating-place proprietors to serve any respectable, well-behaved
person regardless of color, or face a $1,000 fine and forfeiture of
their license.

 


Clark F. King, Dr. Mary Church Terrell, Essie
Thompson, and Arthur F. Elmer were refused service at a local
restaurant. Attorney Ringgold Hart argued on April 1, 1950 that the
acts were unconstitutional and later won the case against
restaurant segregation. Terrell launched a campaign to reinstate
these anti-discrimination laws. On February 28, 1950, she and
several colleagues entered segregated Thompson Restaurant. When
they were refused service, they promptly filed a lawsuit. In the
three years pending a decision in District of Columbia v. John R.
Thompson Co., Terrell targeted other restaurants, this time using
tactics such as boycotts, picketing, and sit-ins. Finally, on June
8, 1953, the court ruled that segregated eating places in
Washington, DC, were unconstitutional.

 


Terrell was responsible for other civil
rights gains. Again in her 80s, she succeeded in persuading the
local chapter of the National Association of University Women to
admit black members. Earlier in her life, she was president of the
National Association of Colored Women. The NACW members established
day nurseries, kindergartens and helped orphans. In 1908 she became
a founder of the NAACP's Executive Committee, member of a committee
investigating alleged police mistreatment of African Americans. She
attended Oberlin College in Ohio, earning a bachelor's degree in
1884 and a master's degree in 1888. After a two-year tour of
Europe, Church Terrell settled in Washington, DC, and became active
in the suffragist movement, founding the Colored Women's League in
1892.

 


In 1895 she became the first African American
woman in the United States to be appointed to the District of
Columbia Board of Education. In 1896 this club merged with the
National Federation of Afro-American Women to become the National
Federation of Colored Women, and Church Terrell was elected its
first president.. A charter member of the NAACP, she was a popular
lecturer on equal rights for women and blacks and served as a
delegate at various international women's rights congresses. She
was also a prolific writer on social issues and the recipient of
honorary doctorates from Howard University and Wilberforce and
Oberlin colleges. She died July 24, 1954 in Annapolis, Maryland.
Her house in LeDroit Park still stands.

 


BLACK ELK (Hehaka Sapa) Oglala Lakota holy
man born in December 1864 in Little Powder River, Wyoning was a
famous Wichasha Wakan (Medicine Man or Holy Man) of the Oglala
Lakota (Sioux). He participated at about the age of twelve in the
Battle of Little Big Horn of 1876, and was wounded in the massacre
that occurred at Wounded Knee in 1890. He left the reservation and
toured with Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show in Europe, returning in
1889. He converted to Catholicism in 1904 and became a catechist on
reservations for several decades. He also claimed to have had
several visions in which he met the spirit that guided the
universe. A fall in 1948 invalided him and he died in 1950.

 


PHILIP JAISOHN, first Korean to become an
American citizen; first Korean American to receive an American
medical degree Philip Jaisohn is the anglicized name used by Seo
Jae Pil, a noted activist for Korea's independence during the
Japanese occupation.

 


Philip Jaisohn was born in 1864 as the second
son of a county magistrate in Boseong in southwestern Korea. He
passed the civil service exam and became a junior official in 1882.
In the following year, he was sent to Japan where he studied at
both the Keio Gijuku (the forerunner of the Keio University) and at
the Toyama Army Academy for two years In the United States, he
began to use the anglicized name "Philip Jaisohn" while attending
the Harry Hillman Academy. In 1890 he was the first Korean to
become a naturalized citizen of the United States. This was unusual
at the time since American law at the time stated citizenship was
only available to the white race. Later he studied medicine at the
Columbian Medical College (later George Washington University
Medical School), receiving the medical organizing, among others,
the organization called the League of Friends of Korea in 1920.
Jaisohn died in 1951.

 


JAMES WELDON JOHNSON born June 17, 1871 in
Jacksonville, Florida was a leading American author, poet, early
civil rights activist, and prominent figure in the Harlem
Renaissance. In 1896, he graduated from Atlanta University, now
known as Clark Atlanta University. He was the first African
American accepted to the Florida bar. He served in several public
capacities, including as consul to Venezuela and Nicaragua and as
principal of Stanton, a school for African American students in and
in 1934 a visiting professor at New York Univ. He helped found and
was secretary (1916-30) of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. His novel Autobiography of an
Ex-Coloured Man (1912), published anonymously, caused a great stir
and was republished under his name in 1927.

 


Johnson composed the lyrics of Lift Ev'ry
Voice and Sing for which his brother J. Rosamond Johnson composed
the music. This is commonly known as the "Negro (or Black) National
Anthem." James Weldon Johnson died in June 26, 1938 while on
vacation in Wiscasset, Maine when the car he was driving was hit by
a train. A middle school in Jacksonville, FL is named in his
honor.

 


KINTPUASH, better known as Captain Jack, was
a chief of the Native American Modoc tribe of California and
Oregon, and was their leader during the Modoc War.(1872-73). Jack
had agreed (1864) to leave his ancestral home and live on a
reservation with the Klamath, but found it impossible to live on
friendly terms with his former enemies, and after killing a Klamath
medicine man, Jack and a group of followers left the reservation.
They resisted arrest (Nov., 1872) and fled into the lava beds in
California. Their strong defensive position frustrated numerous
attempts by U.S. troops to dislodge them.

 


In April 1873, a peace commission headed by
Gen. Edward Richard Sprigg Canby met with Jack and several of his
men. At a prearranged signal, Jack shot Canby dead. Over the next
several months, various groups of Modoc continued to fight the
army, while many began to surrender. Captain Jack successfully
avoided the Army until a number of Modoc agreed to hunt him down
and turn him in; these men included Hooker Jim, Bogus Charley,
Shacknasty Jim and Steamboat Frank. On June 1, Captain Jack
surrendered, ceremonially laying down his rifle. He was taken to
Fort Klamath, Oregon, and on October 3, 1873 he was hanged for the
murder of General Canby and the negotiators, along with Black Jim,
John Schonchin and Boston Charley. After the hanging, Captain
Jack's head was severed from his body, and the head went to the
collections of the Smithsonian Institution.



The Smithsonian had 4,500 Indian heads which
came from the U.S. Army Surgeon General's Indian Crania Study of
the late 1800s. Specimens for that study were sought jointly by the
Army Medical Museum and the Smithsonian, which advertised in
newspapers for readers to harvest Indian skulls and paid bounties
for the dead. Indians were decapitated at massacre and battle
sites, at forts and prisons. Indian bodies were exhumed from burial
grounds, scaffolds and caves. In the 1980s, Captain Jack's
descendants learned that his skull was on the desk of a Smithsonian
scientist, being used variously as a paperweight or ashtray. In
1984 Kintpuash's relatives took him home.

 


CARLO TRESCA born 1879 was an Italian-born
American labor agitator. He was active as the branch secretary of
the Italian Railroad Workers' Federation and editor of the
newspaper Il Germe. Tresca moved to the United States in 1904, to
escape a prison term for his activities in Italy. He settled in
Philadelphia, where he became the editor of Il Proletario, the
official newspaper of the Italian Socialist Federation (ISF).
Tresca helped shift the political orientation of the ISF to
Syndicalism, and, as his own views became more anarchist, Tresca
resigned as editor of Il Proletario and began publishing his own
newspaper, La Plebe. He would later transfer La Plebe to Pittsburgh
and, with it, revolutionary ideas to Italian miners and mill
workers in Western Pennsylvania.

 


Tresca joined the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW) in 1912, when he was invited by the union to Lawrence,
Massachusetts to help mobilize the Italian workers during a
campaign to free strike leaders Joseph Ettor and Arturo
Giovannitti, who were in prison on false murder charges. After the
victorious strike in Lawrence, Tresca was active in several strikes
across the United States; the Little Falls, New York textile
workers' strike (1912), the New York City hotel workers' strike
(1913), the Paterson silk strike (1913), and the Mesabi Range,
Minnesota, miners' strike (1916).

 


Tresca became a major figure among
Italian-Americans in trying to halt Benito Mussolini's attempts to
organize Italian immigrants into Fascist support groups. At this
time, Tresca was editing an anti-Fascist newspaper named Il
Martello, where he blasted Mussolini as a class enemy and traitor
(the latter accusation made reference to the syndicalism roots of
Fascism). Tresca's activities were being monitored in Rome, while,
in the United States, he was under heavy surveillance from the
American government. In 1926, Fascists attempted to assassinate
Tresca with a bomb during a rally. Shortly thereafter, in the
1930s, Tresca became outspoken against Communists and Stalinism,
particularly after the Soviet Union had engineered the destruction
of the anarchist movement in Catalonia and Aragon during the
Spanish Revolution. Prior to this, Tresca had supported the
Bolsheviks, reasoning that a Communist state was preferable to a
capitalist state, and regarding the Communists as allies in the
fight against Fascism. In 1943, Tresca was assassinated, a murder
which remains officially unresolved. Suspects include Fascists,
Communist agents, and underworld Mafia figure Vito Genovese.

 


ARTURO GIOVANNITTI (born 1884 in Ripabottoni,
Campobasso, Italy) was a union leader and poet, an immigrant from
Italy who entered the United States in 1901. He and Joseph Ettor
led the textile mill strikers at Lawrence, Massachusetts in 1912 at
which a woman was shot and killed. Giovannitti and Ettor were
arrested and imprisoned on the charge of inciting to a riot leading
to the loss of life. They were tried and acquitted in November,
1912. At the time of the trial, a 24-hour general strike was called
in Lawrence. Their imprisonment attracted nationwide attention and
inspired activists who called for the guaranteeing of free speech.
Giovanitti wrote Arrows in the Gale, a volume of verse, which was
published in 1914. Giovannitti died in 1959.

 


BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI (born June 11, 1888 in
Villafalletto and died August 23, 1927) Vanzetti was a fish seller.
SACCO (real name: Fernando was a shoe-maker born April 22, 1891 in
Torremaggiore, Foggia - August 23, 1927). They were two
Italian-born American anarchists, who were arrested, tried, and
executed via electrocution in the American state of Massachusetts.
There was some popular doubt at the time regarding their guilt,
stirred in part by Upton Sinclair's 1928 novel Boston.

Sacco and Vanzetti were accused of the
killings of Frederick Parmenter, a shoe factory paymaster, and
Alessandro Berardelli, a security guard, and of robbery of
$15,766.51 from the factory's payroll on April 15, 1920. Both Sacco
and Vanzetti had alibis, but they were the only people accused of
the crime. Critics of the trial have accused the prosecution and
trial judge of allowing anti-Italianism, anti-immigrant, and
anti-anarchist sentiment to influence the jury's verdict. As a
result of what many historians feel was a blatant disregard for
political civil liberties, and a strong anti-Italian prejudice,
Sacco and Vanzetti were denied a retrial. Judge Webster Thayer, who
heard the case, allegedly described the two as "anarchist
bastards". Today, their case known in some circles as one of the
earliest examples of using widespread protests and mass movements
to try to win the release of a murderer.

 


*RANDOLPH,
ASA PHILIP born April 15, 1889 in Crescent City,
Florida was a socialist in the labor movement and the US civil
rights movement. Randolph emerged as one of the most visible
spokespersons for African-American civil rights. In 1941, he,
Bayard Rustin, and A. J. Muste proposed a March on Washington to
protest racial discrimination in the armed forces. The March was
cancelled after President of the United States Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued the Fair Employment Act.



Some militants felt betrayed by the
cancellation because Roosevelt's pronouncement only pertained to
defense industries and not the armed forces themselves. In 1947,
Randolph formed the Committee Against Jim Crow in Military Service,
later renamed the League for Non-Violent Civil Disobedience.
President Harry S. Truman abolished racial segregation.

 


Randolph was also notable in his support for
restrictions on immigration. In 1950, along with Roy Wilkins,
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, and Arnold Aronson, a leader of
the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council, Randolph
founded the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR). LCCR has
since become the nation's premier civil rights coalition, and has
coordinated the national legislative campaign on behalf of every
major civil rights law since 1957.

 


Randolph also helped Rustin and Martin Luther
King Jr. to organize the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
on August 28, 1963. On September 14, 1964, Lyndon B. Johnson
presented Randolph with the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Randolph's efforts on behalf of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters were portrayed in the Robert Townsend film "10,000 Black
Men Named George". All the African-American workers in the Pullman
Company were addressed as "George" after George Pullman. A. Philip
Randolph was also a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.

 


Randolph died May 16, 1979. Edward Waters
College in Jacksonville, Florida currently houses a permanent
exhibit on the life and accomplishments of A. Philip Randolph. New
York City high school 540, located on the City College of New York
campus, is named in honor of Randolph. The school serves students
predominantly from Harlem and surrounding neighborhoods. The A.
Philip Randolph Institute is named in his honor.

 


BHAGAT
SINGH THIND, PhD civil rights figure, lecturer,
author was born on October 3, 1892. He was an Indian American Sikh
writer and lecturer on "spiritual science" who was involved in an
important legal battle over the rights of Indians to obtain U.S.
citizenship. Thind had fought for the U.S. in World War I. After
the war he sought the right to become a naturalized citizen,
following a legal ruling that "Caucasians" had access to such
rights. At this time many Indians were categorized as Caucasian by
anthropologists. In 1923, a crucial Supreme Court case United
States v. Bhagat Singh Thind was decided in favor of the United
States, retroactively denying all Indian Americans citizenship for
not being Caucasian in "the common man's understanding of the
term."

 


What is less well-known is that Bhagat Singh
Thind remained in the U.S., completed his PhD, and delivered
lectures in metaphysics all across the nation. Basing his lessons
on Sikh religious philosophy, he enriched his teaching with
references to the scriptures of several religions and the works of
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Walt Whitman, and Henry David Thoreau. He
campaigned actively for the independence of India from the British
Empire and helped Indian students in any way he could. Ironically,
Dr. Thind applied for and received U.S. citizenship through the
state of New York within a few years of being turned down by the
U.S. Supreme Court. Bhagat Singh Thind died September 5, 1967.

 


WALTER
FRANCIS WHITE born July 1, 1893 in Atlanta, GA.
He was a spokesman for blacks in the United States for almost a
quarter of a century and executive secretary (1931-1955) of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People after
graduating from Atlanta University (now Clark Atlanta University)
in 1916.



He waged a long and ultimately successful
campaign against the lynching of blacks by white mobs in the United
States. He appeared white, a point he emphasized in his
autobiography A Man Called White (p. 3): "I am a Negro. My skin is
white, my eyes are blue, and my hair is blond. The traits of my
race are nowhere visible upon me."[1] White faced Southern justice
first-hand in October, 1919, when the NAACP sent him to investigate
the violence known as the Elaine Race Riot in Phillips County,
Arkansas. More than two hundred African American sharecroppers were
killed by marauding white vigilantes and federal troops after a
shootout in an attack on a church where the farmers were meeting
left a white man dead.

 


White, who was able to pass for white, was
granted credentials from the [Chicago Daily News]. That enabled him
to obtain an interview with Governor Charles Hillman Brough. White
published his findings in the Daily News, the Chicago Defender and
The Nation, as well as the NAACP's own magazine Crisis. Governor
Brough asked the United States Postal Service to prohibit the
mailing of the Chicago Defender and Crisis while others attempted
to enjoin distribution of the Defender at the local level.

 


White's experience in this investigation and
the subsequent appeals of the black defendants charged with murder
in connection with the violence led him to favor challenging racism
through the courts rather than through traditional political
activity. While the NAACP continued to press for passage of
anti-lynching legislation, it achieved more headway through
litigation. He hired Charles Houston, then Dean of the School of
Law at Howard University, to head the NAACP's legal department.



White also led the successful fight to
prevent the nomination of John Johnston Parker to the United States
Supreme Court and organized support for the Scottsboro Boys,
although the NAACP lost most of the internecine battles with the
Communist Party and the International Labor Defense over the
control of those cases and the strategy to be pursued. Walter
conducted many investigations concerning lynching and race
riots.

 


Through his investigations, lynching had been
reduced, becoming rare, and soon disappearing from the American
scene White also battled with others within the NAACP itself. He
was in constant conflict with W.E.B. Du Bois, who regarded White as
self-centered and unscrupulous. His amateur interest in legal
issues also caused disagreements with the NAACP's legal staff. He
was most successful in maintaining the NAACP's close connections
with other liberal organizations and keeping the organization,
which always faced financial problems, solvent. Died March 21,
1955, New York, New York)

 


CHARLES
HAMILTON HOUSTON born September 3, 1895 in
Washington, D.C., was a black civil rights lawyer who helped play a
role in dismantling the Jim Crow laws and helped train future
Supreme Court justice Thurgood Marshall. He played a role in nearly
every civil rights case before the Supreme Court between 1930 and
Brown v. Board of Education (1954). Houston's brilliant plan to use
the inequality of "separate but equal" education in the United
States to attack and defeat the Jim Crow segregation was the master
stroke that brought about the landmark Brown decision.

 


In 1922, he became the first African-American
to serve as an editor of the Harvard Law Review. Beginning in the
1930s, Houston served as the first special counsel to the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and therefore
was involved with the majority of civil rights cases from then
until his death on April 22, 1950. He later joined Howard Law
School's faculty, establishing a long-standing relationship between
Howard and Harvard law schools. While at Howard, he was a mentor to
Thurgood Marshall, who argued Brown v. Board of Education and was
later appointed to the Supreme Court. Houston used his post at
Howard to recruit talented students into the NAACP's legal efforts
(among them Marshall and Oliver Hill, the first- and second-ranked
students in the class of 1933, both of whom were drafted into
organization's legal battles by Houston). By the mid-1930s, two
separate anti-lynching bills backed by the NAACP had failed to gain
passage, and the organization had won a landmark victory against
restrictive housing covenants that excluded Blacks from particular
neighborhoods only to see the achievement undermined by subsequent
legal precedents.

 


Houston struck upon the idea that unequal
education was the Achilles heel of Jim Crow. By demonstrating the
failure of states to even try to live up to the 1896 rule of
"separate but equal," Houston hoped to finally overturn the Plessy
v. Ferguson ruling that had given birth to that phrase. His target
was broad, but the evidence was numerous. Southern states
collectively spent less than half of what was allotted for white
students on education for blacks; there were even greater
disparities in individual school districts. Black schools were
equipped with castoff supplies from white ones and built with
inferior materials. Black facilities appeared to be part of a crude
segregationist satire - a design to make black education a
contradiction in terms. Houston designed a strategy of attacking
segregation in law schools - forcing states to either create costly
parallel law schools or integrate the existing ones. The strategy
had hidden benefits: since law students were predominantly male,
Houston sought to neutralize the age-old argument that allowing
blacks to attend white institutions would lead to miscegenation, or
"race-mixing". He also reasoned, judges deciding the cases might be
more sympathetic to plaintiffs who were pursuing careers in law.
Finally, by challenging segregation in graduate schools, the NAACP
lawyers would bypass the inflammatory issue of miscegenation among
young children. The successful ruling handed down in the Brown
decision was testament to the master strategy formulated by
Houston.

 


ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD was born Elijah Poole in Sandersville,
Georgia, on October 10, 1897. He was an American black-nationalist
and religious leader. One of 13 children of tenant farmers who were
former slaves, Muhammad worked in the fields at an early age out of
necessity, thus severely limiting his formal education. In 1931 he
became a follower of Wali Farad, or W. D. Fard, who had established
a Temple of Islam in Detroit. Upon Fard's disappearance in 1934,
Elijah Muhammad (the name conferred on him by Fard) claimed the
role of Fard's successor and the custodian of the latter's
revelation, and eventually became known as Messenger of Allah or
Supreme Minister of the Nation of Islam the movement that was to
become known as the Black Muslims.

 


Muhammad was imprisoned during World War II
for encouraging resistance to the draft and expressing support for
Japan, on the basis of its being a nonwhite country, and was jailed
for sedition. The time Muhammad served in prison was probably
significant in his later, successful attempts to convert large
numbers of black prison inmates, including Malcolm X, to the Nation
of Islam. He greatly influenced Malcolm X, although Malcolm later
left the Black Muslims. When Muhammad died on February 25, 1975,
the Nation was an important religious, political, and economic
force among America's blacks, especially in this country's major
cities.
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Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing
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R&B singer Kim Weston sings "Lift Ev'ry
Voice and Sing" in front of a 100,000 at Wattstax--a festival at
the Los Angeles Coliseum on August 20, 1972 organized by the
Memphis Stax label to commemorate the 7th anniversary of the Watts
riots and black power, pride, culture, tradition and heritage
struggle. The party and peacefulness was seen by some as "African
Americans answer to Woodstock".

Kim Weston made an album for the label This
Is America which included her popular version of the Black National
Anthem "Lift Every Voice and Sing" was released as a single and
featured in the movie Wattstax. All the money from the single was
donated to the United Negro College Fund.

In 1990, singer Melba Moore released a modern
rendition of the song, which she recorded along with others
including R&B artists Anita Baker, Stephanie Mills, Dionne
Warwick, Bobby Brown, Stevie Wonder, Jeffrey Osborne, and Howard
Hewett; and gospel artists BeBe and CeCe Winans, Take 6 and The
Clark Sisters. Partly because of the success of this recording,
Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing was entered into the Congressional Record
as the official African American National Hymn.


 


 


Lift every voice and
sing,

Till earth and heaven
ring,

Ring with the harmonies of
Liberty;

Let our rejoicing
rise

High as the listening
skies,

Let it resound loud as the
rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the
faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the
hope that the present has brought us,

Facing the rising sun of
our new day begun,

Let us march on till
victory is won. Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening
rod,

Felt in the days when hope
unborn had died;

Yet with a steady
beat,

Have not our weary
feet

Come to the place for
which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way
that with tears have been watered

We have come, treading our
path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,
till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of
our bright star is cast. God of our weary years,

God of our silent
tears,

Thou who has brought us
thus far on the way;

Thou who hast by Thy
might

Led us into the
light,

Keep us forever in the
path, we pray.Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, where
we met Thee,

Lest, our hearts, drunk
with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
may we forever stand,

True to our God, true to
our native land.


 


 


“The players in
this drama of frustration and indignity are not commas or
semicolons in a legislative thesis; they are people, human beings,
citizens of the United States of America.” Roy
Wilkins

1900's

ROY OTTOWAY
WILKINS born on August 30, 1901 in St. Louis,
Missouri, was an American social reformer and a prominent civil
rights activist in the United States from the 1930s to the 1970s,
Roy grew up in the home of an Aunt and Uncle in St Paul, Minnesota.
(His father had fled St Louis to avoid being lynched.) In 1955 Roy
was appointed to serve as the Executive Director of the NAACP. He
led the NAACP through the Civil Rights Era and helped to organize
the 1963 March on Washington with Martin Luther King. Roy believed
in legal non-violent means of combating Racism which alienated him
from many of the more radical Black groups. Roy worked for a Black
weekly, The Kansas City Call from 1923 until 1931.

 


In 1931 he joined Walter White and served as
the assistant executive secretary of the NAACP. In 1932, Roy proved
a case of discrimination against a flood control project in
Mississippi. He was arrested in 1934 as a member of a picket march
in Washington, D.C. to protest lynching. Later that year he
replaced W.E.B. Dubois as the editor of the NAACP's Crisis
Magazine. Roy was nicknamed Mr. Civil Rights for his tireless work
on behalf of racial equality and civil rights. Roy Wilkins died on
September 8, 1981 in New York City.

 


ELLA
JOSEPHINE BAKER, civil rights activist born
December 13, 1903 was an African American Civil Rights activist.
Baker was a driving force in the creation of the country's premier
civil rights organizations, the Young Negroes Cooperative League,
whose members pooled funds to buy products and services at reduced
cost. She organized the 1960 meeting out of which the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) arose and was a
coordinator of the Freedom Riders. Baker was born in Norfolk,
Virginia. In 1964 she helped organize the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party (MFDP) as an alternative to the regular Democratic
Party in Mississippi. The influence of the MFDP on the Democratic
Party helped to elect many black leaders in Mississippi, and forced
a rule change to allow women and minorities to sit as delegates at
the Democratic National Convention. That same year, she returned to
New York, where she remained active in community organizing until
her death in December 13, 1986 on her 83rd birthday.

 


BAYARD
RUSTIN born March 17, 1912 in West Chester,
Pennsylvania was an African-American civil rights activist,
important largely behind the scenes in the civil rights movement of
the 1960s. He was an earlier and principal organizer of the 1963
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. Rustin was one of the
most influential civil rights activists of the 1950s and '60s, yet
he maintained a low profile, reserving the spotlight for other
prominent figures, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and A. Phillip
Randolph. He counseled Martin Luther King, Jr. on the techniques of
nonviolent resistance.

 


He was a firm believer in and practitioner of
nonviolent forms of protest. Reared by his maternal grandparents.
Rustin's grandmother, Julia, was a Quaker, though she attended her
husband's A.M.E. Church. She was also a member of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

 


After completing an activist training program
conducted by the American Friends Service Committee, Rustin moved
to Harlem in 1937 and began studying at City College of New York.
There he became involved in efforts to free the Scottsboro Boys -
nine young black men who had been accused falsely of raping two
white women. He also became a member of the Young Communist League
in 1936. Rustin began his long association with King in the 1950s,
serving as his adviser and in 1957 as a founder of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, a major force organizing the civil
rights movement. Perhaps Rustin's most prodigious achievement was
the SCLC's 1963 March on Washington.

 


He served as organizational coordinator for
the massive gathering, at which about 250,000 people congregated at
the Lincoln Memorial in support of civil rights legislation. As a
student at City College of New York in the late 1930s, Rustin was
drawn to the Young Communist League. He organized for the group
until 1941, when he turned his efforts to the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, a nondenominational religious group that sought
racial justice, and the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), a
nonviolent direct-action organization dedicated to improving race
relations and ending racial discrimination in the U.S. Rustin and
Randolph planned a 1941 march on Washington to protest
discrimination in the defense industry. The protest was cancelled
when President Roosevelt issued an executive order prohibiting such
discrimination. Rustin also organized 1947's Journey of
Reconciliation, in which blacks and whites rode together on public
transportation. The journey served as a model for the freedom rides
of the 1960s. He was imprisoned several times in the 1940s for his
activism.

 


When Rustin and Randolph organized the March
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963, Senator Strom Thurmond
railed against Rustin as a "Communist, draft-dodger, and
homosexual" and produced an FBI photograph of Rustin talking to
King while King was bathing, to imply that there was a homosexual
relationship between the two. Both men denied the allegation of an
affair, but despite King's support, NAACP chairman Roy Wilkins did
not allow Rustin to receive any public recognition for his role in
planning the march.

 


After passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act
and 1965 Voting Rights Act, Rustin advocated closer ties between
the civil rights movement and the Democratic Party and its labor
activist base. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Rustin worked as a
human rights and election monitor for Freedom House. Rustin died on
August 24, 1987, of a perforated appendix. A public high school of
the West Chester Area School District, in Westtown, PA near the
Quaker-run Westtown School, bears his name and opened in 2006.

 


ROSA LOUISE
PARKS (born Rosa Louise McCauley Parks on
February 4, 1913 in Tuskegee, Alabama) was an African American
seamstress and civil rights activist, whom the U.S. Congress dubbed
the "Mother of the Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement". Parks is
famous for her refusal on December 1, 1955 to obey bus driver James
Blake's demand that she give up her seat to a white passenger. Her
subsequent arrest and trial for this act of civil disobedience
triggered the Montgomery Bus Boycott, one of the largest and most
successful mass movements against racial segregation in history,
and launched Martin Luther King, Jr., one of the organizers of the
boycott, to the forefront of the civil rights movement. Her role in
American history earned her an iconic status in American culture,
and her actions have left an enduring legacy for civil rights
movements around the world. Rosa Parks died October 24, 2005.

 


MAJ. ARTHUR
CHIN (Chinese: 陳瑞鈿; pinyin: Chén Ruìtián; Cantonese: Chin Shui-Tin;
born October 23, 1913 in Portland, Oregon) was a pilot and a World
War II fighter ace to a Cantonese father and a Peruvian mother.
Sparked by the Japanese invasion of China, Chin enrolled in flight
school in 1932. Along with 15 other Chinese Americans, he left for
China and joined the Guangdong (Cantonese) Provincial Air Force.
Returning from his training in Munich Germany, he would destroy
nine enemy aircraft from 1937-1939. In 1939 his plane was hit by
enemy fire and crashed. He parachuted to safety but was badly
burned. Nevertheless, after several years of surgery he returned to
China in 1944 to fly supplies over the Himalayas, a route known as
the "Hump".

He is now recognized as the America's first
ace in World War II. A half-century after the war ended, the U.S.
government recognized Chin as an American veteran by awarding him
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Chin died September 3, 1997. Arthur
Chin was immortalized October 4, 1997 at the Hall of Fame of the
American Airpower Heritage Museum in Midland, Texas as the first
American Ace and an officially recognized Chinese American World
War II hero.

 


C. K.
STEELE (CHARLES KENZIE), a Civil rights activist
was born February 17, 1914 in Bluefield, W. Virginia. Steele
decided he wanted to become a preacher at an early age. In 1938 he
began attending Morehouse College, a well-known all-black college
in Atlanta. He then served as minister at churches in Montgomery,
Ala., and Augusta, Ga.

 


In 1952, at age 38, he moved to the Bethel
Baptist Church in Tallahassee, Fla., where he served as minister
until his death in 1980. In 1956, after two black college students
were arrested for sitting in the "whites only" section of a city
bus in Tallahassee, he organized a bus boycott, following the
famous example of the 1955 bus boycott in Montgomery. Ala. and the
black community of Tallahassee's act of civil disobedience remained
a nonviolent one. Two years later, the bus boycott ended
triumphantly. Bus service in Tallahassee was finally
integrated.

 


Steele also worked to integrate Tallahassee's
schools, restaurants, theaters, and other public facilities. At the
same time, he became a national figure in the civil rights
movement. In 1957, he helped Martin Luther King organize the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. He served as its vice
president, and participated in many national civil rights protests,
including the famous march in Selma, Ala. His quest to improve the
black community continued for the rest of his life. Two years
before his death in 1980, he announced what he still hoped to
accomplish: "I'd like to leave Bethel an
educational program that will give young people strong character
for living," to make "some kind of impact against economic
deprivation," and to "convince one person in my lifetime that war
does not fit into Christian faith." Steele died Aug. 19,
1980 from bone marrow cancer.

 


DAISY
LEE GATSON BATES (born November 11, 1914 in
Huttig, Union County Arkansas) was an American civil rights leader
whose tireless efforts led to the desegregation of Little Rock,
Arkansas' Central High School, a journalist, publisher, and author.
In 1952, Daisy Bates was elected president of the Arkansas State
Conference of NAACP branches. Bates and her husband L.C. Bates were
important figures in the Little Rock Integration Crisis in 1957.
The Bates’ published a local black newspaper, The
Arkansas State Press, which publicized violations of the
Supreme Court's desegregation rulings

 


She guided nine students in their 1957
crusade to enroll in the white school. The students' initial effort
was rebuffed, and the governor, Orval Faubus called in the National
Guard to stop the students at the door. President Eisenhower
intervened, and the students were admitted. She reported when
schools violated the Supreme Court's 1954 decision, Brown v. the
Board of Education that outlawed segregation, in Arkansas State Press, the newspaper she and her
husband published. Her memoir, The Long Shadow of Little Rock, won
a 1988 National Book Award. Daisy Bates died in Little Rock,
Arkansas on November 4, 1999.

 


GRACE LEE
BOGGS (born Grace Lee June 27, 1915 in
Providence, Rhode Island) is an author, lifelong anti-racist
activist and feminist and the Asian-American daughter of a
restaurant owner. She is known for her years of political
collaboration with C.L.R. James and Raya Dunayevskaya in the 1940s
and 1950s. She eventually went off in her own political direction
in the 1960s with her husband of some forty years, James Boggs,
until his death in 1993. As a result of their activism on tenants'
rights; she joined the far left Workers Party (US), known for its
Third Camp position regarding the Soviet Union which it saw as
bureaucratic collectivist. At this point, she began the trajectory
that would follow her for the rest of her life: a focus on
struggles in the African-American community.



Grace met C.L.R. James during a speaking
engagement in Chicago and moved to New York. She also translated
into English many of the essays in Karl Marx's Economic and
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 for the first time. She soon
joined the Johnson-Forest tendency led by C.L.R. James, Raya
Dunayevskaya and Lee. They focused more centrally on marginalized
groups such as women, people of color and youth as well as breaking
with the notion of the vanguard party.

 


FANNIE LOU
(TOWNSEND) HAMER (born Fannie Lou Townsend on
October 6, 1917 in Ruleville, Mississippi) was an American voting
rights activist and civil rights leader. She was instrumental in
organizing Mississippi's "Freedom Summer" for the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and later became the
Vice-Chair of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, attending
the 1964 Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, New
Jersey, in that capacity. Her plain-spoken manner and fervent
belief in the Biblical righteousness of her cause gained her a
reputation as an electrifying speaker and constant champion of
civil rights.

 


The Freedom Democrat' efforts drew national
attention to the plight of African-Americans in Mississippi, and
represented a challenge to President Lyndon B. Johnson, who was
seeking the Democratic Party's nomination for a second term; their
success would mean that other Southern delegations, who were
already leaning toward Republican challenger Barry Goldwater, would
publicly break from the convention's decision to nominate Johnson,
meaning in turn that he would almost certainly lose those states'
electoral votes in the election. Hamer, singing her signature
hymns, drew a great deal of attention from the media, enraging
Johnson, who referred to her in speaking to his advisors as
"that illiterate woman".

 


Hamer was invited, along with the rest of the
MFDP officers, to address the Convention's Credentials Committee.
She recounted the problems she had encountered in registration, and
the ordeal of the jail in Winona, and, near tears, concluded:
"All of this is on account we want to register
[sic], to become first-class citizens, and if the Freedom
Democratic Party is not seated now, I question America. Is this
America, the land of the free and the home of the brave where we
have to sleep with our telephones off the hooks because our lives
be threatened daily because we want to live as decent human beings
in America?"

 


In Washington, D.C., Johnson panicked;
calling an emergency press conference in an effort to divert press
coverage away from Hamer's testimony; but many television networks
ran the speech unedited on their late news programs that night. The
Credentials Committee received thousands of calls and letters in
support of the Freedom Democrats.

 


Johnson then dispatched several trusted
Democratic Party operatives to attempt to negotiate with the
Freedom Democrats, including Senator Hubert H. Humphrey (who was
campaigning for the Vice-Presidential nomination), Walter Mondale,
Walter Reuther, and J. Edgar Hoover. They suggested a compromise
which would give the MFDP two seats in exchange for other
concessions, and secured the endorsement of Martin Luther King, Jr.
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference for the plan. But
when Humphrey outlined the compromise, saying that his position on
the ticket was at stake, Hamer, invoking her Christian beliefs,
sharply rebuked him:

 


"Do you mean to tell me that your position is more
important than four hundred thousand black people's lives? Senator
Humphrey, I know lots of people in Mississippi who have lost their
jobs trying to register to vote. I had to leave the plantation
where I worked in Sunflower County, Mississippi. Now if you lose
this job of Vice-President because you do what is right, because
you help the MFDP, everything will be all right. God will take care
of you. But if you take [the nomination] this way, why, you will
never be able to do any good for civil rights, for poor people, for
peace, or any of those things you talk about. Senator Humphrey, I'm
going to pray to Jesus for you."

 


Future negotiations were conducted without
Hamer, and the compromise was modified such that the Convention
would select the two delegates to be seated, for fear the MFDP
would appoint Hamer. In the end, the MFDP rejected the compromise,
but had changed the debate to the point that the Democratic Party
adopted a clause which demanded equality of representation from
their states' delegations in 1968. Hamer died of breast cancer on
March 14, 1977, at the age of 59.

 


GORDON
KIYOSHI HIRABAYASHI (born April 23, 1918 in
Seattle) was an activist plaintiff in Hirabayashi v. United States,
which challenged Japanese-Gordon Kiyoshi Hirabayashi. He was born
to a family of Buddhists who became associated with Mukyokai. He is
best known for his principled resistance to the Japanese American
internment during World War II.

 


Hirabayashi v. United States, 320 U.S. 81
(1943), was a case in which the United States Supreme Court, held
that the application of curfews against members of a minority group
were constitutiona,l when the nation was at war with the country
from which that group originated. Following the attack on Pearl
Harbor President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued executive orders
permitting the military to exclude certain persons from "military
areas." The defendant, Gordon Kiyoshi Hirabayashi, was a University
of Washington student. Hirabayashi was convicted of violating a
curfew and relocation order, and his appeal of this conviction
reached the Supreme Court.

 


Hirabayashi, although at first he considered
accepting Japanese internment, ultimately became one of three to
openly defy it. In 1942 he turned himself into the FBI and was
sentenced to 90 days in prison. He did this in part to appeal the
verdict all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court with the backing of
the ACLU. However the court unanimously ruled against him in
Hirabayashi v. United States in 1943.

 


TOYOSABURO"
FRED" KOREMATSU (是松 豊三郎, born January 30, 1919-March 30, 2005) was an
activist, Medal of Freedom recipient who argued against the
internment. He was one of the many Japanese-American citizens
living on the West Coast during World War II. Shortly after the
Imperial Japanese Navy attacked Pearl Harbor, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, authorizing the Secretary of
War to require all Japanese-Americans in "Military Area No. 1" (the
West Coast "exclusion zone") to report to the Internment Camps.
Korematsu refused to go to an internment camp. In 1942 he was
arrested and sent to a camp. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld his
conviction in 1944 on the grounds of military necessity.

 


In 1980, President Jimmy Carter appointed a
special commission to investigate the internment of
Japanese-Americans during World War II. The commission concluded
that the decisions to remove those of Japanese ancestry to prison
camps occurred because of "race prejudice, war hysteria, and a
failure of political leadership." Under the ABA Model Rules of
Professional Conduct (promulgated in 1983 as a result of the
Watergate scandal), a prosecutor's deliberate suppression of
exonerating evidence, is grounds for disbarment. Fahy's actions are
often mentioned in legal ethics textbooks as an example of why the
modern rule is necessary. In 1988, Congress apologized and granted
personal compensation of $20,000 to each surviving prisoner.
Korematsu died March 30, 2005.

 


JAMES
LEONARD FARMER JR was born January 12, 1920 in
Marshall, Texas. A civil rights leader, Farmer was one of the "big
three" leaders of the American civil rights movement of the 1950s
and 1960s. Farmer was an excellent student who skipped several
grades in elementary school. At fourteen he attended Wiley College
where his father taught. When World War II began, the pacifist
Farmer refused to serve, especially in a segregated army. He was
deferred from the draft because he held a divinity degree. In 1942,
Farmer co-founded the Congress of Racial Equality or CORE, an
organization that sought to bring an end to racial segregation in
America through active nonviolence.

 


In 1961 Farmer, who had taken a hiatus from
leading the group, returned as its national director. His
immediately planned a repeat of CORE's 1947 Journey of
Reconciliation, a trip of eight white and eight black men
challenging segregation in transportation in the upper South. This
time, however, the group would journey to the Deep South, and
Farmer coined a new name for the trip: the Freedom Ride. On May 4,
participants journeyed to the Deep South, this time including women
as well as men, and tested segregated bus terminals as well as
seating on the vehicles. The riders were met with severe violence
and garnered national attention, sparking a summer of similar rides
by other Civil Rights leaders and thousands of ordinary citizens.
President, Richard Nixon, offered him the position of Assistant
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare.

 


Farmer retired from politics in 1971, but
remained active lecturing and serving on various boards and
committees. He published his autobiography, Lay Bare the Heart, in
1985. Farmer lived to see CORE move closer to its centrist roots in
the 1980s and 1990s. President Bill Clinton awarded him the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1998. Farmer taught a class on the
civil rights movement at Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg,
Virginia until his death in July 9, 1999.

 


WHITNEY M. YOUNG, JR.
(born July 31, 1921 in Lincoln Ridge, Kentucky) He was a leader
social reformer, who spent most of his career working to end
employment discrimination in the South and turning the National
Urban League from a relatively passive civil rights organization,
into one that aggressively fought for justice. In 1968, President
Johnson honored Young with the highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. Young greatly
expanded the National Urban League and made the league a champion
of the American civil rights movement, calling for a domestic
"Marshall Plan". Lyndon B. Johnson supported Young's civil rights
plans, but they fell out with each other over the Vietnam War.

 


In 1963, Young was one of the organizers of
the March on Washington. In 1973, the East Capitol Street Bridge in
Washington, D.C., was renamed the Whitney Young Memorial Bridge in
his honor. In 1961, at age 40, Young became president of the
National Urban League, and within four years had expanded the
organization from 38 employees to 1,600 employees and from an
annual budget of $325,000 to one of $6,100,000. He was president of
the National Urban League from 1961 until his death.

 


During his ten-year tenure at the League, he
initiated programs like "Street Academy," an alternative education
system to prepare high school dropouts for college, and "New
Thrust," an effort to help local black leaders identify and solve
community problems. Young also pushed for federal aid to cities. In
1963 he was one of the organizers of the March on Washington.On
March 11, 1971 Whitney Young drowned while swimming with friends in
Lagos, Nigeria.

 


FRED
SHUTTLESWORTH (born in March 18, 1922 in Mugler,
Alabama) is a civil rights activist who led the fight against
segregation and other forms of racism as a minister in Birmingham,
Alabama and continues to work against racism and for alleviation of
the problems of the homeless in Cincinnati, where he took up a
pastorate in 1961.

 


In 1953 and was Membership Chairman of the
Alabama state chapter of the NAACP in 1956, when the State of
Alabama formally outlawed it from operating within the state. In
May, 1956 Shuttlesworth and Ed Gardner established the Alabama
Christian Movement for Human Rights to take up the work formerly
done by the NAACP. The ACMHR raised almost all of its funds from
local sources at mass meetings and used both direct action and
litigation to pursue its goals. After the authorities ignored the
ACMHR's demand for the City to hire black police officers, the
organization sued.



Similarly, when the United States Supreme
Court ruled in December, 1956 that bus segregation in Montgomery,
Alabama was unconstitutional, Shuttlesworth announced that the
ACMHR would challenge segregation laws in Birmingham on December
26, 1956. In 1957 Shuttlesworth, along with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and Rev. Ralph Abernathy from Montgomery, Rev. Joseph Lowery
from Mobile, Alabama, Rev. T.J. Jemison from Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, Rev. C.K. Steele from Tallahassee, Florida, Rev. A.L.
Davis from New Orleans, Louisiana and Bayard Rustin founded the
Southern Leadership Conference on Transportation and Nonviolent
Integration, later renamed the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference. The SCLC adopted a motto to underscore its commitment
to nonviolence: "Not one hair of one head of one
person should be harmed."

 


Shuttlesworth participated in the sit-ins
against segregated lunch counters in 1960 and took part in the
organization of the Freedom Rides in 1961. He invited King to come
to Birmingham to lead the campaign to desegregate, through mass
demonstrations-what Shuttlesworth called "Project C", the "C"
standing for "confrontation". While Shuttlesworth was willing to
negotiate with political and business leaders for peaceful
abandonment of segregation, he believed, with good reason, they
would not take any steps that they were not forced to take and that
their promises could not be trusted on until they acted on them.
Shuttlesworth was therefore set on provoking a crisis that would
force the authorities and business leaders to recalculate the cost
of segregation. He was helped immeasurably in this by Eugene "Bull"
Connor, the Commissioner of Public Safety and most powerful public
official in Birmingham.

 


While Connor's violent tactics intimidated
Black citizens of Birmingham, they also created a split between
Connor and the business leaders who resented both the damage he was
doing to Birmingham's image around the world and his high-handed
attitude toward them. Similarly, while Connor may have benefited
politically in the short run from Shuttlesworth's determined
provocations, the televised images of Connor directing the use of
police dogs attacking unarmed demonstrators and of firefighters
using hoses to knock down children, had a profound effect on
American citizens' view of the civil rights struggle and helped
galvanize Congress into passing meaningful civil rights
legislation. In January 2006, Rev. Shuttlesworth announced his
retirement from the ministry. His last sermon was scheduled on
March 18, 2006, his 84th birthday.

 


FLOYD
MCKISSICK (born March 9, 1922 in Asheville, North
Carolina) became the first black student at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill's Law School. In 1966 he became leader of
CORE, the Congress of Racial Equality, taking over from James
Farmer. A supporter of Black Power, he turned CORE into a more
radical movement. In 1968, McKissick left CORE to found Soul City
in Warren County, North Carolina. He endorsed Richard Nixon for
president that year, and the federal government, under President
Nixon, supported Soul City. He became a state district court judge
in 1990 and died on April 28, 1991. He was a member of Alpha Phi
Alpha, the first intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity
established for African Americans. Politician and attorney Floyd
McKissick, Jr. is his son.

 


BETTY MAE JUMPER
(born 1923 in Indiantown, Florida) was a Seminole Indian tribal
leader and publisher first woman chairman of the Seminole Tribal
Council. She was born in a small village in the Everglades to a
full-blooded Seminole mother and a white father.

 


In 1945, she and her cousin, who also
attended the school, became the first Florida Seminoles to graduate
from high school. The Seminole tribe of Florida received federal
recognition in 1957, and Betty Mae Jumper was elected as one of its
representatives. She continued to work in tribal government in
various capacities, and in 1967 she was elected head of the Tribal
Council, the first woman to serve as leader of the Seminoles. She
left office in 1971 and became publisher of the Seminole Tribune
newspaper. Betty Mae Jumper also collected stories and legends of
the Seminole and has lectured widely about Seminole history and
culture. She has not only worked in health care, government, and
media positions to improve the fortunes of her people, but she has
also sought to preserve Seminole culture and educate others about
it.

 


MEDGAR
WILEY EVERS (born July 2, 1925) was an African
American civil rights activist from Mississippi. After moving to
Jackson, he was involved in a boycott campaign against white
merchants and was instrumental in eventually desegregating the
University of Mississipp, when that institution was finally forced
to enroll James Meredith in 1962. In the weeks leading up to his
death, Evers found himself the target of a number of threats. His
public investigations into the murder of Emmett Till and his vocal
support of Clyde Kennard left him vulnerable to attack.

 


On May 28, 1963, a molotov cocktail was
thrown into the carport of his home, and five days before his
death, he was nearly run down by a car after he emerged from the
Jackson NAACP office. Civil rights demonstrations accelerated in
Jackson during the first week of June 1963. A local television
station granted Evers time for a short speech, his first in
Mississippi, where he outlined the goals of the Jackson movement.
Following the speech, threats on Evers' life increased.

 


Medgar Evers was assassinated June 12, 1963
by White
Citizens' Council member Byron De La
Beckwith and, as a former serviceman, was buried with full
military honors at Arlington
National Cemetery. His murder and the resulting trials inspired
protests, as well as numerous works of music, film and other art.
In 1994, thirty years after the two previous trials had failed to
reach a verdict, Beckwith was again brought to trial based on new
evidence concerning statements he made to others. During the trial,
the body of Evers was exhumed from his grave for autopsy, and found
to be in a surprisingly excellent state of preservation as a result
of embalming. Beckwith was convicted on February 5, 1994, after
living as a free man for three decades after the murder. Beckwith
appealed unsuccessfully, and died in prison in January of 2001.
Evers' legacy has been kept alive in a variety of ways.

 


In 1970, Medgar Evers College was established
in Brooklyn, NY as part of the City University of New York. In
1983, a made-for-television movie, For Us the
Living: The Medgar Evers Story starring Howard Rollins, Jr.
was aired, celebrating the life and career of Medgar Evers, and on
June 28, 1992, he was immortalized in Jackson with a statue.

 


The 1996 film Ghosts of Mississippi tells the
story of the 1994 trial, in which a District Attorney's office
prosecutor, Robert Delaughter, successfully retried the case, and
won. Evers's wife, Myrlie, became a noted activist in her own right
later in life, eventually serving as chairwoman of the NAACP.
Medgar's brother, Charles returned to Jackson in July 1963 and
served briefly in his slain brother's place. Charles Evers remained
involved in Mississippi Civil Rights for years to come. He resides
in Jackson.

 


MALCOLM X, born Malcolm Little, also known as
Detroit Red and Al-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz (born May 19, 1925 in
Omaha, Nebraska was a Muslim Minister and National Spokesman for
the Nation of Islam. He was also founder of the Muslim Mosque, Inc.
and the Organization of Afro-American Unity. During his life,
Malcolm went from being a drug dealer and burglar to one of the
most prominent Black Nationalist leaders in the United States; he
was considered by some as a martyr of Islam and a champion of
equality.

 


As a militant leader, Malcolm X advocated
black pride, economic self-reliance, and identity politics. He
ultimately rose to become a world-renowned African
American/Pan-Africanist and human rights activist. - February 21,
1965 in New York City in Manhattan's Audubon Ballroom he was shot
and killed.

 


YURI KOCHIYAMA (born May 19, 1922) is a US
Japanese-American civil rights activist. Kochiyama was born Mary
Nakahara in San Pedro, California. After the attack on Pearl Harbor
in 1941, Kochiyama's father was imprisoned the same day. Her family
was sent to a camp in Arkansas, were among the 130,000
Japanese-Americans interned during the Second World War.



Two of her brothers joined the US Army. In
1960, Kochiyama and her husband Bill moved to Harlem, New York
City, and joined the Harlem Parents Committee. She got acquainted
with Malcolm X and became a member of his Organization for
Afro-American Unity, following his departure from the Nation of
Islam. She was present at his assassination on February 21, 1965 at
the Audobon Ballroom in Harlem, and held him in her arms as he lay
dying.

 


In 1977, Kochiyama joined the group of Puerto
Ricans that took over the Statue of Liberty to draw attention to
the struggle for Puerto Rican independence. Over the years,
Kochiyama has dedicated herself to various causes like rights of
political prisoners, nuclear disarmament, freeing Mumia Abu-Jamal
and reparations to Japanese-Americans who were interned during the
war.

 


DR. BENJAMIN LAWSON HOOKS (born January 31,
1925). A Baptist minister, an American civil rights leader, and
practicing attorney, he served as executive director of the NAACP
from 1977 to 1992, and throughout his career has been a vocal
campaigner for civil rights in the United States. Benjamin Hooks
was born in Memphis, Tennessee.

 


Dr Hooks was awarded the Spingarn Medal from
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
1986. NAACP created the Benjamin L. Hooks Distinguished Service
Award, which is awarded to persons for efforts in implementing
policies and programs which promote equal opportunity. University
of Memphis created the Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social
Change is committed to bringing scholars together to advance the
goals of the civil rights movement, to promote human rights and
democratic government worldwide, and to honor the lifetime of work
of Dr. Benjamin L. Hooks.

 


RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY (born on March 11, 1926
in Linden, Alabama) was an American civil rights leader. The son of
a farmer, he served in the army during World War II and afterward
enrolled at Alabama State University, in Montgomery, Alabama,
graduating with a degree in mathematics in 1950. His involvement in
political activism began in college while he was a member of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, when he led demonstrations protesting the
lack of heat and hot water in his dormitory and the dreadful food
served in the cafeteria. In 1951 he earned an M.A. in sociology
from Atlanta University (later Clark Atlanta University) and then
became pastor of the First Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama.



While living in Montgomery he formed a close
and enduring partnership with Dr. Martin Luther King. In 1955, when
Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus, Abernathy and
King organized the bus boycott in Montgomery. After a year of the
boycott, it finally ended when the United States Supreme Court
affirmed the U.S. District Court's ruling that segregation on buses
was unconstitutional. Abernathy died on April 17, 1990.

 


CÉSAR CHÁVEZ (was born César Estrada Chávez
March 31, 1927 near Yuma, Arizona) was an American farm worker,
labor leader, and activist who co-founded the National Farm Workers
Association, which later became the United Farm Workers. His
birthday on March 31 has subsequently become a holiday in a handful
of U.S. states, and a number of parks, libraries, schools, and
streets have been named in his honor in several cities across the
United States. Cesar Chavez was named after his grandfather,
Cesario. Cesar Chavez died in San Luis, Arizona, a small town near
Yuma on April 23, 1993. César Chavez received the Presidential
Freedom Award posthumously from President Bill Clinton in 1994.

 


CORETTA SCOTT KING was born April 27, 1927
and was the wife of the assassinated civil rights activist Martin
Luther King, Jr., and a noted community leader in her own right.
Coretta Scott was born on a farm in Heiberger, Alabama. Over the
years she was active in preserving the memory of her husband and in
political issues. After her husband was assassinated in 1968, she
began attending a commemorative service at Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta to mark her husband's birth every January 15 and fought
for years to make it a national holiday, a quest that was realized
in 1986, when the first Martin Luther King Day was celebrated.

 


Coretta Scott King attended the state funeral
of Lyndon B. Johnson, in 1973, as a very close friend of the former
president, himself a contributor to civil rights. She was also
present when President Ronald Reagan signed legislation
establishing Martin Luther King Day. The Coretta Scott King Award,
a medal presented by the American Library Association, is awarded
to African American writers and illustrators for outstanding and
inspirational educational contributions in children's
literature.

 


Mrs. King died in the late evening of January
30, 2006 at a rehabilitation center in Rosarito Beach, Mexico,
where she was undergoing holistic therapy for her stroke and
advanced stage ovarian cancer.

 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. (born January 15,
1929) was an American political activist, the most famous leader of
the American civil rights movement, and a Baptist minister.
Considered a peacemaker throughout the world for his promotion of
nonviolence and equal treatment for different races, he received
the Nobel Peace Prize before he was assassinated in 1968. He was
posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by Jimmy
Carter in 1977; the Congressional Gold Medal in 2004, and in 1986,
Martin Luther King Day was established in his honor. King's most
influential and well-known speech is the "I Have a Dream" speech.
Besides winning the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize, in 1965 the American
Jewish Committee presented King with the American Liberties
Medallion for his "exceptional advancement of the principles of
human liberty." Reverend King said in his acceptance remarks,
"Freedom is one thing. You have it all or you are not free."

 


In 1966, the Planned Parenthood Federation of
America awarded Dr. King the Margaret Sanger Award for "his
courageous resistance to bigotry and his lifelong dedication to the
advancement of social justice and human dignity." King was
assassinated at 6:01 p.m. April 4, 1968, on the balcony of the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee (since 1991 a civil-rights
museum). In 1977, the Presidential Medal of Freedom was awarded
posthumously to King by Jimmy Carter. King is the second most
admired person in the 20th century, according to a Gallup poll.
King was voted 6th in the Person of the Century poll by TIME. King
was elected the third Greatest American of all time by the American
public in a contest conducted by the Discovery Channel and AOL.

 


DOLORES HUERTA, labor leader born April 10,
1930 is the co-founder and First Vice President Emeritus of the
United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO (UFW). She was born in a
mining town in northern New Mexico, where her father, Juan
Fernandez, was a miner, field worker, union activist and state
legislator. As an advocate for farm workers' rights, Huerta has
been arrested twenty-two times for participating in non-violent
civil disobedience activities and strikes. Huerta's organizing and
lobbying efforts are often overshadowed by those of Cesar Chávez,
who is revered by many (especially Chicanos) as the primary figure
of the Chicano civil rights movement. She remains active in
progressive causes, and serves on the boards of People for the
American Way and Feminist Majority Foundation. In recognition of
her achievements, she received an honorary degree from Princeton
University in May 2006. She was cited as follows:

"Through her insatiable hunger of justice -La
Causa- and her tireless advocacy, she has devoted her life to
creative, compassionate, and committed citizenship".

 


ANDREW JACKSON YOUNG, JR. (born March 12,
1932) is an American civil rights activist, member of the
Democratic Party, former mayor of Atlanta, Georgia, and was the
United States' first African-American ambassador to the United
Nations Young was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. His father was a
dentist and his mother a school teacher. Andrew was supposed to
become a dentist, but the struggle to survive in the South, the
experience in segregated and overcrowded public schools, and
growing up in an integrated lower class neighborhood, developed a
social conscience which lead him to the Christian ministry upon
graduation from Howard University in 1951. In 1970 Andrew Young ran
unsuccessfully for Congress from Georgia. In 1972 he ran again,
this time becoming Georgia's first African-American congressman
since Reconstruction. He was re-elected in 1974 and 1976. Under
President Carter, Young was permanent representative to the UN
(1977-79) He served as mayor of Atlanta (1982-90) and ran for, but
failed to win, the Democratic nomination for governor of Georgia in
1990. In 1999 he was elected to a two-year term as head of the
National Council of Churches.

 


ROGER WILKINS born 1932 is an American civil
rights leader, professor of history, and journalist. He is best
known for his role as one of the journalists to expose the
Watergate scandal. Wilkins was born in Kansas City, Missouri, and
grew up in Michigan. He received a bachelor's degree in 1953 and a
law degree in 1956 from the University of Michigan, where he
interned with the NAACP.

 


He worked as a welfare lawyer in Ohio before
becoming an Assistant Attorney General in President Lyndon B.
Johnson's administration. Leaving government at the end of the
Johnson administration, he worked briefly for the Ford Foundation
before joining the editorial staff of The Washington Post, where,
along with Carl Bernstein, Herbert Block ("Herblock"), and Bob
Woodward, he earned a Pulitzer Prize in 1972 for exposing the
Watergate scandal that eventually forced President Richard Nixon's
resignation from office.

He left the Post in 1974 to work for The New
York Times, followed five years later by a brief stay at the
now-defunct Washington Star. In 1980 he became a radio news
commentator, work he still does today for National Public Radio
(NPR). He is now a Robinson professor of history and American
culture at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, and is
publisher of the NAACP's journal Crisis. He is also the nephew of
Roy Wilkins, a past executive director of the NAACP.

 


MYRLIE EVERS-WILLIAMS a civil rights leader
(born March 17, 1933 in Vicksburg, Mississippi). She married civil
rights leader Medgar Evers in 1951. The couple worked for the NAACP
against segregation and discrimination in Mississippi. After Evers
was assassinated in 1963, Evers-Williams moved to California, where
she continued her civil rights work. In 1967 she coauthored a book,
For Us, the Living, with William Peters. Evers-Williams became the
first black woman to serve on the Los Angeles Board of Public
Works. She was elected the first woman to chair the NAACP in 1995.
In 1999, her memoir, Watch Me Fly: What I Learned
on the Way to Becoming the Woman I Was Meant to Be, was
published.

 


DELORIA VINE, JR. (born March 26, 1933 in
Martin, South Dakota, near the Pine Ridge Oglala Sioux Indian
Reservation) a Native American of Standing Rock Sioux origin, was
an author, theologian, historian, scholar, political scientist, and
activist who had a profound impact on awareness of Native American
wars and dispossession. He started his career as an eloquent and
often highly provocative spokesperson for Indian identity and
social change. From 1964 to 1967, Deloria was Executive Director of
the National Congress of American Indians. In 1969, he published
his first of more than twenty books, entitled Custer Died for Your
Sins: An Indian Manifesto. This book became one of Deloria's most
famous works; he looked to shatter Indian stereotypes and
challenged white audiences to take a hard look at the brutal
history of American western expansionism. His prose and ideas were
charged with biting wit, as well as with incendiary statements that
were meant to startle audiences out of their state of
complacency.



The American Anthropological Association
sponsored a panel in response to Custer Died for Your Sins, and
many sacred artifacts and human remains were later returned to
tribes as a result. Deloria wrote and edited many subsequent books,
focusing on many issues as they relate to Native Americans, such as
education and religion. He was involved with many Native American
organizations, and was a board member of the National Museum of the
American Indian beginning in 1977.

 


Deloria taught at the University of Arizona
from 1978 to 1990, and then taught at the University of Colorado at
Boulder. In 1999, he received the Wordcraft Circle Writer of the
Year Award in the category of prose and personal/critical essays
for his work Spirit and Reason. He was honorably mentioned on
October 12, 2002 at the 2002 National Book Festival and also
received the Wallace Stegner award from the Center of the American
West in Boulder on October 23, 2002. He was the winner of the 2003
American Indian Festival of Words Author Award. Even though Deloria
retired in May of 2000, he continued to write and lecture until he
died on November 13, 2005.

 


JAMES HOWARD MEREDITH (born June 25, 1933) is
an American civil rights movement figure, although he vocally
prefers not to be regarded as such and an author. He was born in
Kosciusko, Mississippi of Native American (Choctaw) and African
American heritage. On October 1, 1962, he became the first black
student at the University of Mississippi after being barred from
entering on September 20. His enrollment, opposed by Governor Ross
Barnett, sparked riots on the Oxford campus, which required federal
troops and U.S. Marshals, which were sent by President John F.
Kennedy. The riots led to a violent clash which left two people
dead, 48 soldiers injured and 30 U.S. Marshals with gun wounds. His
actions are regarded as a pivotal moment in the history of civil
rights. He graduated on August 18, 1963. James Meredith views
himself as an individual American citizen who demanded and got the
rights properly extended to any American, not as a participant in
the US civil rights movement. There is considerable disrespect
between James Meredith and the organized Civil Rights Movement.
Meredith once said that "Nothing could be more insulting to me than
the concept of civil rights. It means perpetual second-class
citizenship for me and my kind."

 


NINA SIMONE was born in 1933 as Eunice
Kathleen Waymon in Tryon, North Carolina, The daughter of John D.
Waylon and Mary Kate Waymon, an ordained Methodist minister. She
sang sultry chanteuse whose difficult-to-classify music combined
jazz, classical, folk, and gospel. Her biggest hit was "My Baby
Just Cares for Me." A civil rights activist, she recorded
"Mississippi Goddam" after the bombing of a Baptist church in
Alabama killed four children and after the murder of Medgar Evers.
This song, often sung in civil rights contexts, was not often
played on radio. She introduced this song in performances as a show
tune for a show that hadn't yet been written. In the 1960s, Nina
Simone was part of the civil rights movement and later the black
power movement. Her songs are considered by some as anthems of
those movements, and their evolution shows the growing hopelessness
that American racial problems would be solved.

 


Other Nina Simone songs adopted by the civil
rights movement as anthems included "Backlash Blues," "Old Jim
Crow," "Four Women" and "To Be Young, Gifted and Black." The latter
was composed in honor of her friend Lorraine Hansberry and became
an anthem for the growing black power movement with its line, "Say
it clear, say it loud, I am black and I am proud!" But just a few
years later, Nina Simone's friends Lorraine Hansberry and Langston
Hughes were dead. Black heroes Martin Luther King, Jr., and Malcolm
X, were assassinated. In the late 1970s, a dispute with the
Internal Revenue Service found Nina Simone accused of tax evasion;
she lost her home to the IRS. Nina Simone's growing bitterness over
America's racism, her disputes with the record companies she called
"pirates," her troubles with the IRS all led to her decision to
leave the United States. She died in Carry-le-Rouet, France, April
21, 2003.

 


BARAKA, AMIRI (born Everett LeRoi Jones on
October 7, 1934, in Newark, New Jersey) is an American writer of
poetry, drama, essays, and music criticism and a political
activist. In 1957, he was discharged "undesirably" from United
States Air Force service and moved to New York's Greenwich Village,
where he rapidly became involved with the bohemian beat movement
and became influenced by the styles of Allen Ginsberg, Frank
O'Hara, and Charles Olson. In 1960, he went to Cuba, which
initiated his transformation into a politically active artist; in
1961, Preface to a Twenty Volume Suicide Note was published. This
was followed, in 1963, by Blues People: Negro Music in White
America, to this day one of the most influential volumes of jazz
criticism, especially in regard to the then-beginning Free Jazz
movement.

 


ELDRIDGE CLEAVER (born August 31, 1935 in
Wabbaseka, Arkansas) was an author, and a prominent American civil
rights leader and activist, beginning as prominent member of the
Black Panther Party. Cleaver died May 1, 1998of prostate cancer in
Pomona, California at the age of 62, and is interred in the
Mountain View Cemetery, Altadena, California.

 


BOBBY SEALE (born October 22, 1936 in Dallas,
Texas) Seale, with Huey Newton, founded the Black Panther Party for
Self Defense. After serving in the Air Force, Seale attended
Oakland's Merritt College and was moved to radicalism after hearing
Malcolm X speak. Seale and Newton formed the Black Panthers as an
alternative to the nonviolent civil rights movement. The Panthers
called on all blacks to arm themselves for the liberation struggle.
The militant party engaged in several high-profile, violent
confrontations with police. Seale was one of the "Chicago Eight"
charged and convicted of conspiracy to violently disrupt the
Democratic National Convention of 1968 (conviction later
overturned) and was a codefendant in a Connecticut case charging
murder of Alex Rackley, an alleged informer on the party. He was
acquitted in 1971. That same year he abandoned militancy and
endorsed a nonviolent strategy that focused on providing community
services to African Americans.

 


PROFESSOR HARRY WU (in Chinese Wu Hongda
吳弘達) born in 1937 is an
activist for human rights in the People's Republic of China. Now a
resident and citizen of the United States, in 1960 he relocated to
the laogai ("re-education through labor"), the Chinese labor camp
system, as a "counter-revolutionary rightist." He was imprisoned
for 19 years in 12 different camps mining coal, building roads,
clearing land, and planting and harvesting crops. According to his
own accounts, he was beaten, tortured and nearly starved to death,
and witnessed the deaths of many other prisoners from brutality,
starvation and suicide.

 


Wu spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps, for
which he popularized the term laogai. Wu was born in Shanghai. Wu
received the Freedom Award from the Hungarian Freedom Fighters'
Federation in 1991. In 1994 he received the first Martin Ennals
Human Rights Award from the Swiss Martin Ennals Foundation. In
1996, he was awarded the Medal of Freedom from the Dutch World War
II Resistance Foundation. He also received honorary degrees from
St. Louis University and the American University in Paris during
1996.

 


ANISHINAABE DENNIS BANKS, (Ojibwa) activist
was born April 12, 1937, a Native American leader, teacher,
lecturer, activist and author, is an Anishinaabe born on Leech Lake
Indian Reservation in northern Minnesota. At an early age, Dennis
Banks was removed from his home and sent to boarding schools, run
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, in which native Indian languages
were forbidden. In 1968 he co-founded the American Indian Movement
(AIM), and established it to protect the traditional ways of Indian
people and to engage in legal cases protecting treaty rights of
Natives.

 


Banks participated in the 1969 - 1971
occupation of Alcatraz Island. In 1972 he assisted in the
organization of AIM's "Trail of Broken Treaties", a caravan across
the U.S. to Washington, D.C. to call attention to the plight of
Native Americans. The caravan members anticipated meeting with
congressional leaders about related issues; however, government
officials refused to meet with delegates of this group which
resulted in the seizure and occupation of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs office. He also spearheaded the movement on Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation in South Dakota in 1973 to oust the corrupt
government-appointed chairman. These activities led to the
occupation of Wounded Knee and a siege of 71 days which received
national attention. Banks was the principal negotiator and leader
of the Wounded Knee forces.

 


Under his leadership, AIM led a protest in
Custer, South Dakota in 1973 against judicial proceeding that found
a White man innocent of murdering a Native American. As a result of
his involvement in Wounded Knee and Custer, Banks and 300 others
were arrested and faced trial. He was acquitted of the Wounded Knee
charges, but was convicted of incitement to riot and assault
stemming from a confrontation at Custer. Refusing the prison term,
Banks went underground, organized a small armed AIM group including
Anna Mae Pictou Aquash, who he suspected of being an FBI informant.
She was later found executed. He received amnesty in California by
then Governor Jerry Brown, who refused to extradite him to South
Dakota. He also received financial support from actor and AIM
sympathizer Marlon Brando.

 


During his time in California from 1976 to
1983, Banks earned an associate's degree from the University of
California, Davis and taught at Deganawida Quetzecoatl University
(DQU), a Native American-controlled institute of alternative higher
learning, where he became the first American Indian chancellor. He
also established the first spiritual run from Davis to Los Angeles
in 1978, which is now an annual event. In the spring of 1979 he
taught at Stanford University. After Governor Brown left office,
Banks received sanctuary from the Onondaga Nation in upstate New
York in 1984. While in New York, Banks organized the Great Jim
Thorpe Longest Run from New York to Los Angeles, where the goal was
to restore the gold medals Thorpe had won at the 1912 Olympics to
the Thorpe family.

 


In 1985 Banks left Onondaga to surrender to
law enforcement officials in South Dakota and served 18 months in
prison. When he was released, he worked as a drug and alcohol
counselor on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. During 1987, grave
robbers in Uniontown, Kentucky were halted in their digging for
artifacts in American Indian grave sites. Banks was called in to
organize the reburial ceremonies. His activities resulted in
Kentucky and Indiana passing strict legislation against grave
desecration.

 


He has had roles in the movies War Party, The
Last of the Mohicans, and Thunderheart. The musical release Still
Strong, featuring Banks' original work as well as traditional
Native American songs, was completed in 1993. He can also be heard
on other albums: Peter Gabriel's Les Musiques du Monde, Peter
Matthiessen's No Boundaries. Over the past 28 years since "The
Longest Walk" in 1978, Sacred Runs have become an international
movement. This year's Sacred Run has runners from Japan, Australia,
Ireland, and Canada.

 


RUSSELL MEANS born November 10, 1939 is one
of contemporary America's best-known and prolific activists for the
rights of American Indians. Means has also pursued careers in
politics, acting, and music. Means, an Oglala Sioux, was born on
the Pine Ridge Reservation; both of his parents had been educated
at Indian boarding schools. In 1968, his life turned around when he
joined the American Indian Movement and quickly became one of the
most prominent leaders. He was appointed the group's first national
director in 1970. Later that year, Means was one of the leaders of
AIM's takeover of Mount Rushmore. In 1972, he participated in AIM's
takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs office in Washington, DC,
and in 1973 he led AIM's occupation of Wounded Knee, which became
the group's most celebrated action.

 


JULIAN BOND (Horace Julian Bond), Horace
Julian Bond was born in January 1940, in Nashville, Tennessee. His
father, Dr. Horace Mann Bond was a dedicated educator. Among other
accomplishments, Dr. Bond was the first black president of Lincoln
University in Pennsylvania1940-, U.S. civil-rights leader, b.
Nashville, T As a student at Morehouse College; he participated in
sit-ins at segregated Atlanta restaurants. He was a founder (1960)
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, serving (1961-65)
as its communications director. Elected (1965) to the Georgia
assembly, Bond was denied his seat because of his statements
opposing the war in Vietnam. Reelected in 1966, he began serving
after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld (Dec., 1966) his right to hold
office.

 


A state representative until 1974, he then
served as a state senator (1975-87). Bond led a group of black
delegates to the 1968 Democratic Convention where he challenged the
party's unit rule and won representation at the expense of the
regular Georgia delegation. In 1986 he lost a Georgia congressional
race to John Lewis. In 1998 he became chairman of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. He is the author
of A Time to Speak, a Time to Act (1972).

 


JOHN R. LEWIS, born February 21, 1940 is an
American politician and was an important leader in the American
Civil Rights Movement. He was president of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and led the struggle to end
segregation. He participated in the Freedom Rides to desegregate
the South, and was a national leader in the struggle for civil
rights. Lewis became nationally known after his prominent role on
the Selma to Montgomery marches, when police beat the nonviolently
marching Lewis mercilessly in public, leaving head wounds that are
still visible today. Lewis is, according to the Associated Press,
"the first major House figure to suggest impeaching George W.
Bush," arguing that the president "deliberately, systematically
violated the law" in authorizing the National Security Agency to
conduct wiretaps without a warrant. Lewis said: "He is not King, he
is president

 


JESSE LOUIS JACKSON born 1941in Greenville,
S.C is an African-American political leader, clergyman, and
civil-rights activist. Raised in poverty, he attended the Chicago
Theological Seminary (1963-65) and was ordained a Baptist minister
in 1968. Active in the civil-rights movement, he became a close
associate of Martin Luther King, Jr. He served as executive
director (1966-71) of Operation Breadbasket, a program of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) that addressed the
economic problems of African Americans in northern cities. In 1971
he founded Operation PUSH (People United to Save Humanity), an
organization to combat racism.

 


Since 1986 he has been president of the
National Rainbow Coalition, an independent political organization
aimed at uniting disparate groups-racial minorities, the poor,
peace activists, and environmentalists. In 1984 and 1988, Jackson,
an effective public speaker, campaigned for the Democratic
nomination for president, becoming the first African American to
contend seriously for that office. He was elected (1990) as a
nonvoting member of the Senate from the District of Columbia and
has campaigned for its statehood. He has written Legal Lynching
(1996), an attack on capital punishment. During the 1980s, he
achieved wide fame as an African American leader and as a
politician, as well as becoming a well-known spokesman for civil
rights issues.

 


STOKELY CARMICHAEL born June 29, 1941 is also
known as Kwame Ture, was Born in Port of Spain, Trinidad.
Carmichael moved with his family to New York when he was eleven.
Carmichael, was a Trinidadian-American, black activist and the
leader of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), and
the Black Panther Party. He later became a black separatist and a
Pan-Africanist. In his first year at Howard University he
participated in the Freedom Rides of the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE).

 


After having helped organize voting rights
drives in Mississippi in 1964, in Selma in 1965, and in Lowndes
County, Alabama in 1966, he became chair of SNCC in 1966, taking
over from John Lewis. A few weeks after Carmichael took over SNCC,
a sniper shot James Meredith, during his solitary "March Against
Fear". Carmichael joined Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Floyd
McKissick, and others to continue Meredith's march. He was arrested
during the march; on his release he gave his "Black Power" speech,
using that phrase to urge black pride and independence: "It is a
call for black people in this country to unite, to recognize their
heritage, to build a sense of community. It is a call for black
people to define their own goals, to lead their own organizations."
His increasingly separatist politics isolated him from most of the
civil-rights movement, and he immigrated to Conakry, Guinea, in
1969. Carmichael died November 15, 1998. His memoir Ready for
Revolution was posthumously published.
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JOAN
BAEZ, born 1941 in New York City is an American
folk singer and political activist. Baez began singing traditional
folk ballads, blues, and spirituals in Cambridge, Mass.,
coffeehouses in a clear soprano voice with a three-octave range.
She made folk music, which had been largely ignored, popular.
Baez's records were the first folk albums to become best-sellers.
Her later albums include several of her own compositions, e.g.,
"Song for David" and "Blessed Are." Among the first performers to
urge social protest, she sang and marched for civil and student
rights and peace. Since the late 1960s she has devoted time to her
school for nonviolence in California and has performed at concerts
supporting a variety of humanitarian causes.

 


BUFFY SAINTE-MARIE, Cree activist,
songwriter, singer, and artist was born February 20, 1941 is an
Academy Award-winning Canadian First Nations musician, composer,
visual artist, educator and social activist. She was born on the
Piapot Cree reserve in the Qu'Appelle valley, Saskatchewan. She was
later adopted and grew up in Maine and Massachusetts. In the 1980s,
it was revealed that Buffy Sainte-Marie was one of a handful of
artists whose music was ultimately suppressed by the U.S
government. This is believed to be largely due to her song
"Universal Soldier" and its impact within the anti-war movement, as
well as songs that chronicle the plight of Native Americans.
Sainte-Marie was blacklisted and, along with other Native Americans
in the Red Power movements, was put out of business in the 1970s.
Her career never reached its full potential.

 


During this time, Sainte-Marie was selling
more records than ever in Canada and Asia. But in the United
States, her records were disappearing. Thousands of people at
concerts wanted records. Although the distributor said the records
had been shipped, no one seemed to know where they were. One thing
was for sure: They were not on record store shelves. Though she was
never regarded as a highly commercial artist, regardless, many of
her sales statistics may not be accurate.

 


"I found out 10 years later, in the 1980's,
that President Lyndon Johnson had been writing letters on White
House stationary praising radio stations for suppressing my music,"
Sainte-Marie said in a 1999 interview with Indian Country Today at
Dine' College. "In the 1970's, not only was the protest movement
put out of business, but the Native American movement was
attacked." France named Buffy Sainte-Marie Best International
Artist of 1993. That same year, she was selected by the United
Nations to officially proclaim the International Year of Indigenous
People.

 


Buffy was inducted into the Juno Hall of Fame
for her life-long contribution to music in 1995 and won a Gemini
Award in 1997 for the Canadian TV special Buffy Sainte-Marie: Up
Where We Belong. This also marked the first time she had performed
her famous song to a live audience. She received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the National Aboriginal Achievement
Foundation in Canada in 1998, and was also made an Officer of the
Order of Canada. In 1999, she was inducted and received a star on
Canada's Walk of Fame.

 


DR. HUEY PERCY NEWTON (born February 17, 1942
in Monroe, Louisiana, the seventh and youngest child in his family,
from Armelia and Walter Newton, a sharecropper and Baptist
minister), was co-founder and inspirational leader of the Black
Panther Party for Self Defense, a black nationalist/racial equality
organization that began in October 1966. Newton. He was named after
Louisiana governor Huey Long. Newton's family moved to Oakland,
California when he was three. Former Panther Earl Anthony (Black
Panther) said the party was created with the goal to organize
America for an armed Maoist revolution to change the social
situation to help black people. For Black Panthers this meant the
realignment of economic policies in the United States to benefit
everyone (including other races) being crushed under the weight of
American big-business capitalism. On August 22, 1989, Newton was
shot and killed.

 


LEONARD PELTIER (born September 12, 1944) is
a Native American Ojibwa and Lakota activist and member of the
American Indian Movement. In 1977 he was convicted and sentenced to
two consecutive terms of life imprisonment for the murders of two
FBI Agents who died during a 1975 shoot-out on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. Peltier was born on the Anishinaabe (Chippewa)
Turtle Mountain Reservation in North Dakota. Peltier is considered
a political prisoner by some of his supporters and has received
support from many individuals and groups, including Nelson Mandela,
Rigoberta Menchú, Amnesty International, the U.N. High Commissioner
on Human Rights, Tenzin Gyatso (the 14th Dalai Lama), the European
Parliament, the Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights, and the
Rev. Jesse Jackson

 


ANGELA YVONNE DAVIS, political activist,
author was born on January 14, 1944 in Birmingham, Ala. She taught
philosophy (1969-70) at the Univ. of California, Los Angeles, until
she was finally denied reappointment because of her membership in
the Communist party and her advocacy of radical black causes. In
Aug., 1970, she went into hiding after a gun legally registered to
her was used in an attempted courtroom escape in which a judge and
three others were killed. Apprehended two months later, she was
tried on charges of conspiracy, murder, and kidnapping (1972).
After months in prison, she was released on bail and later
acquitted. She has since taught at San Francisco State Univ.
(1979-91) and the Univ. of California at Santa Cruz (1992). Davis
was the American Communist party's vice-presidential candidate in
1980 and 1984.She is a professor at the University of California,
Santa Cruz. A graduate student of political philosopher Herbert
Marcuse at Brandeis University, Davis became a member of the
Communist Party and a controversial activist. In 1971, she was
charged with the Soledad Brothers murders in Marin County. The
trial sparked an international campaign in support of her innocence
and she was acquitted. A distinguished teacher and writer, she is
the author of Women, Race and Class (1980) and other books on race
and gender. See her Women, Race, and Class (1982), autobiography
(1988), and Women, Culture, and Politics (1989).

 


MOORFIELD STOREY (March 19, 1845) was a U.S.
lawyer, publicist, and civil rights leader. He was born at Roxbury,
Mass., graduated at Harvard in 1866, studied at Harvard Law School,
and in 1869 was admitted to the bar. In 1867-69 he was private
secretary to Senator Charles Sumner. He began the practice of his
profession in Boston, and was a well-known person in the "Mugwump"
movement of 1884. Storey consistently and aggressively championed
civil rights not only for blacks but also for American Indians and
immigrants (he opposed immigration restriction). "When the white
man governs himself that is self-government," he declared, "but
when he governs himself, and also governs another man, that is more
than self-government - that is despotism." Storey was the first
president of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) between 1909 and 1915. He played a critical
role in several important NAACP victories. Most notably, in 1917,
he was lead counsel before the Supreme Court in Buchanan v. Warley.
In that case, the Court unanimously overturned a Louisville law
that forcibly segregated blacks by city blocks. Storey died October
24, 1929.

 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN CHAVIS MUHAMMAD,
civil-rights and religious leader was born Benjamin Franklin
Chavis, Jr. on January 22, 1948 in Oxford, North Carolina. Chavis
served as a youth coordinator for the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference on the advance team for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. He
worked to desegregate the public school system in Wilmington, North
Carolina where he was arrested on conspiracy and arson charges.
Chavis spent nearly a decade in prison, receiving international
attention, until the charges were overturned in 1980.

 


Chavis became a leader in the civil rights
community, rising to become Executive Director and CEO of the
NAACP. He was an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ
and in that capacity he was head of the UCC's Commission on Racial
Justice. Chavis was also one of the organizers of the Million Man
March in 1995. Later, he was forced out of his position at the
NAACP due to allegedly paying off a former mistress to keep quiet
about their affair.

 


In 1997, Chavis joined the Nation of Islam
and changed his name to Benjamin Chavis Muhammad. He tried to keep
his UCC credentials but was defrocked for converting to another
religion. Chavis Muhammad is currently the CEO of the Hip-Hop
Summit Action Network, which he co founded with hip-hop mogul
Russell Simmons. He also is a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
as well as an active leader in the African American community.
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HELEN
ZIA (謝漢蘭
pinyin: Xiè Hànlán) born in 1952 is a second generation Chinese
American and an award-winning journalist and scholar who has
covered Asian American communities and social and political
movements for decades. She was born in New Jersey to first
generation immigrants from Shanghai She was also a vocal anti-war
activist, voicing her Opposition to U.S. involvement in the Vietnam
War, and a firm believer in feminism.

 


Zia has been outspoken on issues ranging from
civil rights and peace to women's rights and countering hate
violence and homophobia. In 1997, she testified before the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights on the racial impact of the news media.
She traveled to Beijing in 1995 to the United Nations Fourth World
Congress on Women as part of journalists of color delegation. She
has appeared in numerous news programs and films; her work on the
1980s Asian American landmark civil rights case of anti-Asian
violence is documented in the Academy Award nominated film, "Who
Killed Vincent Chin?" and she was profiled in Bill Moyers' PBS
documentary, "Becoming American: The Chinese Experience." Zia
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the Law School of
the City University of New York for bringing important matters of
law and civil rights into public view.

 


THE LITTLE ROCK NINE, as they later came to
be called, were the first black teenagers to attend all-white
Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas in 1957. These
remarkable young African-American students challenged segregation
in the Deep South and won. Although Brown v. Board of Education
outlawed segregation in schools, many racist school systems defied
the law by intimidating and threatening black students-Central High
School was a notorious example. But the Little Rock Nine were
determined to attend the school and receive the same education
offered to white students, no matter what. On the first day of
school, the governor of Arkansas ordered the state's National Guard
to block the black students from entering the school. President
Eisenhower had to send in federal troops to protect the students.
During their ordeal the Little Rock Nine were advised by Little
Rock journalist and activist Daisy Bates. Bates and the Little Rock
Nine received the Spingarn Medal in 1958. In 1996, seven of the
Little Rock Nine appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show. They came face
to face with a few of the white students who tormented them as well
as one student who befriended them.

The students referred to as the Little Rock
Nine were:

 


1) Ernest Green was born September 22, 1941,
to Ernest G. Green, Sr. and Lothaire S. Green. Following his brush
with national fame, Green attended Michigan State University as the
beneficiary of a scholarship provided by an anonymous donor. While
at Michigan State, he continued to engage in activism and protests
supporting the Civil Rights movement. He later learned that the
anonymous donor was John A. Hannah, the president of Michigan
State, and ironically, an occasional target of protests by Civil
Rights activists including Green. Green graduated with a Bachelor
of Arts in 1962 and a Master of Arts in 1964. In 1965, he received
an apprenticeship in building trades from the Adolph Institute, a
program designed to help minority women in the South with career
development issues. From 1968 to 1976, he served as Director of the
A. Philip Randolph Education Fund. From 1977 to 1981, he served as
an Assistant Secretary of Labor during Jimmy Carter's
administration. Since 1981, he has been employed as a private
consultant. From 1981 to 1985 he was a partner with Green and
Herman; from 1985 to 1986 he owned E. Green and Associates from,
since 1985 has been with Lehman Brothers.

 


2) Elizabeth Eckford- born 1942. In 1958
Elizabeth Eckford moved to St. Louis where she achieved the
necessary qualifications to study for a B.A. in history. After
graduating she became the first African American in St. Louis to
work in a bank in a non-janitorial position. Eckford returned to
Little Rock in the 1960s and worked in the public schools as a
substitute teacher. In 1996, seven of the Little Rock Nine,
including Elizabeth Eckford, appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show.
They came face to face with a few of the white students who
tormented them as well as one student who befriended them. On the
morning of January 1, 2003, Elizabeth Eckford's son Erin Eckford
was shot and killed by police in Little Rock.

 


3) Jefferson Thomas- born in 1942 was one of
the Little Rock Nine. He graduated from Central High School in
1960. He is now an accountant with the U.S. Department of
Defense.

 


4) Terrence Roberts- born 1941 in Little
Rock, Arkansas gained national prominence as one of the Little Rock
Nine. After one year at Little Rock Central High School, he moved
to Los Angeles with his family and completed high school. He earned
a doctoral degree and now teaches at University of California and
Antioch University. He is also a clinical psychologist.

 


5) Carlotta Walls Lanier was the youngest
member of the "Little Rock Nine" the nine African American students
who integrated Little Rock Central High School in 1957. She
returned her senior year in 1959. She now lives in Englewood,
Colorado, and is involved in real estate.

 


6) Minnijean Brown-Trickey. On September 25,
1957, under the gaze of 1,200 armed soldiers and a worldwide
audience, Minnijean Brown Trickey faced down an angry mob and
helped to desegregate Central High. She was later expelled from
Little Rock Central High School in 1958 for several reasons, among
them an incident in which she allegedly dumped a bowl of chili on a
white student in the cafeteria who had been harassing her. This
seminal event in American history was just the beginning of
Minnijean's long career as a crusader for civil rights. She has
spent her life fighting for the rights of minority groups and the
dispossessed. For her work, she has received the Congressional Gold
Medal of Honor, the Wolf Award, the Spingarn Medal, and many other
citations and awards. Minnijean Brown Trickey's life has been a
powerful example of what one person can do to make the world a
better place. Under the Clinton administration, she served for a
time as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Department of the
Interior responsible for diversity.

 


7) Gloria Ray Karlmark born Gloria Ray in
1942 was 15 when she attempted to enter Little Rock Central High
School. During her life, Karlmark served as an executive officer
for a Dutch company and publisher of a European computer magazine.
She now resides in the Netherlands.



8) Thelma Mothershed-Wair was the youngest to
begin going to Central High. She has a heart problem, which in turn
made it harder for her to adjust. Wair graduated from Southern
Illinois University in Carbondale, Ill with a bachelor's degree in
home economics and earned a master's in Guidance & Counseling
and an Administrative Certificate in Education from Southern
Illinois University, Edwardsville in 1970 and 1985, respectively.
Wair served as an educator in the East St. Louis School System for
28 years before retiring in 1994 from Southern Illinois University
in Edwardsville.

 


9) Melba Pattillo Beals is a journalist. Born
December 7, 1941 was not yet 14 years old when in May, 1955, she
volunteered to go to Central High, an all-white school. Two years
later, she was enrolled as a student at Central High. At the age of
fifteen, Melba Pattillo saw her life change drastically. Though she
made it through high school, it wasn't easy. White students spat at
and mocked the integrating students. The Nine also faced mobs that
forced President Eisenhower to send in the 101st Airborne Division
to protect their lives after the governor of Arkansas, Orval
Faubus, used troops to block the Nine's entry to the school. At age
seventeen she began writing for major newspapers and magazines. She
later earned a master's degree in journalism from Columbia
University. She was the only black person there who later
graduated. While in college, she met John Beals, a white man, whom
she later married. She had one daughter, Kellie, who is now a grown
woman, and twin sons, Matthew and Evan. To date; she is the only
one of the Little Rock Nine to write a book. Warriors Don't Cry
chronicles the events of 1957 during the Little Rock crisis, based
partly on diaries she kept during that period. She also wrote White
is a State of Mind, which begins where Warriors left off. In 1958,
the NAACP awarded the prestigious Spingarn Medal to Pattillo Beals
and to the other members of the Little Rock Nine, together with
civil rights leader Daisy Bates, who had advised the group during
their struggles at Central High.

 


The integration crisis was a major event
during the American civil rights movement. Earlier in 1957, the
Little Rock school board had voted to integrate their school
system. The decision was not expected to meet much resistance since
Arkansas was considered a fairly progressive southern state. A
crisis erupted, however, when Governor of Arkansas Orval Faubus
called up the Arkansas National Guard on September 4 to prevent the
Little Rock Nine from attending Central High.

 


The students tried again without success to
attend on September 23, 1957. The next day, September 24, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower deployed elements of the 101st Airborne
Division to Little Rock to protect the students. The students were
admitted, but endured a year of physical and verbal abuse. The next
year, 1958, Little Rock closed its public schools to avoid
integration. Little Rock Central High School still functions as
part of the Little Rock School District and now houses a Civil
Rights Museum to commemorate the events of 1957. The Little Rock
Nine were awarded the highest civilian honor, the Congressional
Gold Medal of Honor on November 9, 1999. Only three hundred others
have received this.

 


WINONA LADUKE (born in 1959) is a Native
American activist, environmentalist, economist, and writer. In 1996
and 2000, she ran for election to the office of Vice President of
the United States as the nominee of the United States Green Party,
on the ticket headed by Ralph Nader. LaDuke was born in Los
Angeles, California to Vincent and Betty LaDuke. Her father was an
Anishinaabe (Ojibwe or "Chippewa") from an Indian reservation of
Minnesota. He was reportedly an actor with supporting roles in
Western movies, an activist and a writer. Her mother was a Jewish
artist, employed as an art professor at the Southern Oregon
University.

 


GREENSBORO FOUR were civil rights activists.
On Feb. 1, 1960 four black freshmen at North Carolina A&T State
University, Franklin McCain, Joseph McNeil, Ezell Blair, Jr., and
David Richmond, took seats at the segregated lunch counter of F. W.
Woolworth's in Greensboro, N.C. They were refused service and sat
peacefully until the store closed. They returned the next day,
along with about 25 other students, and their requests were again
denied. The Greensboro Four inspired similar sit-ins across the
state and by the end of February; such protests were taking place
across the South. Finally in July, Woolworth's integrated all of
its stores. The four have become icons of the civil rights
movement.

 


1) Jibreel Khazan (Ezell Blair Jr.) - One of
the original four who took part in the Woolworth sit-ins. A
Greensboro native, he graduated from Dudley High School and
received a B.S. in sociology from North Carolina A&T State
University in 1963. While a student at A&T, Khazan was
president of the junior class, the student government association,
the campus NAACP and the Greensboro Congress for Racial Equality.
He attended law school at Howard University for almost a year. He
became a member of the New England Islamic Center in 1968 and took
on his present name.

 


2) Franklin Eugene McCain - One of the
original four who took part in the Woolworth sit-ins. He was born
in Union County, and reared in Washington, D.C. He graduated from
Eastern High School in Washington. He received a B.S. degree in
chemistry and biology from North Carolina A&T State University
in 1964. While he was an A&T student, he roomed with David
Richmond -- another of the original sit-in participants -- and
around the corner from Ezell Blair Jr. and Joseph McNeil on the
second floor of Scott Hall. He joined the Celanese Corporation in
Charlotte in 1965 as a chemist and now heads the company's office
in Shelby, while continuing to live in Charlotte. He is married to
the former Bettye Davis. They have three sons.

 


3) Joseph Alfred McNeil - One of the original
four taking part in the Woolworth sit-ins. A Wilmington native, he
graduated from Williston Senior High School. McNeil earned a degree
in engineering physics from North Carolina A&T State University
in 1963. His roommate at Scott Hall on the A&T campus was
another sit-in participant; Ezell Blair Jr. McNeil spent six years
as a U.S. Air Force officer and attained the rank of captain. He is
now a major general in the Air Force Reserves. He worked in
computer sales for IBM, as a commercial banker for Bankers Trust in
New York City, and as a stock broker for E.F. Hutton in
Fayetteville. He now resides in Hempstead, N.Y. He is married to
the former Ina Brown, and they have five children.

 


4) David Leinail Richmond was one of the
original four, taking part in the Woolworth sit-ins. He was born in
Greensboro and graduated from Dudley High School. At A&T, he
majored in business administration and accounting. After leaving
A&T, he became a counselor-coordinator for the CETA program in
Greensboro. He lived in the mountain community of Franklin for nine
years, and then returned to Greensboro to take care of his parents
and work as a housekeeping porter for Greensboro Health Care
Center. In 1980, the Greensboro Chamber of Commerce awarded him the
Levi Coffin Award for "leadership in human rights, human relations,
and human resources development in Greensboro." He was married and
divorced twice and has two children with Yvonne Bryson. His son,
Chip Richmond, was a starter on the football team at Wake Forest
University. Richmond died of lung cancer on Dec. 7, 1990. He was 49
years old. A&T awarded him a posthumous honorary doctorate
degree.

 


CHHUN YASITH (aka Cambodian Moses) was born
in the Kingdom of Cambodia, he is a Cambodian American. He left
Cambodia fleeing the Khmer Rouge and immigrated to the United
States in 1982. He became a tax accountant in Long Beach,
California.

 


In 1988, he returned to Cambodia and joined
the opposition Sam Rainsy Party. He then left a year later after
becoming convinced that the non-violent opposition was ineffective.
In 1998, he established the Cambodian Freedom Fighters (CCF) an
exiled anti-communist organization and serves as its President. On
June 22, 2001, the Cambodian Criminal Court handed down its verdict
on the Cambodian Freedom Fighters attack on November 24, 2000.
Yasith was found guilty in absentia and sentenced to life in prison
on charges of conspiring to commit terrorism, along with Richard
Kiri Kim and Thong Samien.

 


Currently, the government of Prime Minister
Hun Sen has issued an international Interpol warrant for Chhun
Yasith's arrest. It has been unable to persuade the U.S. government
to arrest Yasith, however, because the U.S. has no extradition
treaty with Cambodia. Yasith has been allowed to stay in the U.S.
on the condition that he ceases all involvement in
terrorist-related activity. It is believed the U.S.-led global War
on Terrorism, in response to the events of September 11, 2001, has
left Yasith little choice but to remain inactive. Due to these
facts, most resources believe no further attacks are expected.

 


LOUNG UNG (born 1970) is a Cambodian
human-rights activist, an internationally-recognized lecturer, and
the national spokesperson for the "International Campaign to Ban
Landmines", which is affiliated with the Vietnam Veterans of
America Foundation. Ung was born in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, the sixth
of seven children and the third of four girls, to Sem Im Ung and Ay
Chourng Ung. Her actual birth date is unknown; the Khmer Rouge
destroyed many of the birth records of the inhabitants of cities in
Cambodia. At ten years of age, she escaped from Cambodia as a
survivor of what became known as "the Killing Fields" during the
reign of Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge regime. After immigrating to the
United States and adjusting to her new life.

 


Ung's first memoir, First They Killed My
Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers, details her experiences
in Cambodia from 1975 until 1980: "From 1975 to
1979-through execution, starvation, disease, and forced labor-the
Khmer Rouge systematically killed an estimated two million
Cambodians, almost a fourth of the country's population. This is a
story of survival: my own and my family's. Though these events
constitute my own experience, my story mirrors that of millions of
Cambodians. If you had been living in Cambodia during this period,
this would be your story too."

 


Published in the United States in 2000 by
HarperCollins, it became a national bestseller, and in 2001 it won
the award for "Excellence in Adult Non-fiction Literature" from the
Asian/Pacific American Librarians' Association. First They Killed
My Father has subsequently been published in twelve countries in
nine languages.

 


JAMES YEE, Army Captain formerly charged with
sedition. James J. Yee (Chinese: 余百康 or 余优素福)
is an American former United States Army chaplain with the rank of
captain. He is best known for being subject to an intense
investigation by the United States, but charges were later dropped.
Yee, a Chinese American, was born in New Jersey In his appointed
role as chaplain, Yee ministered to Muslim detainees held at
Guantánamo Bay naval base purportedly related to the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks in the United States, some of whom are
suspected al Qaeda terrorists and members of the Taliban.

 


Yee was awarded two Distinguished Service
medals for his work there. When returning from duty at the
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, he was arrested on September 10, 2003,
in Jacksonville, Florida and charged with five offenses: sedition,
aiding the enemy, spying, espionage, and failure to obey a general
order. He was then transferred to a United States Navy brig in
Charleston, South Carolina. The government did not name the country
or entity for which it suspected Yee was spying. All court-martial
charges against Yee were quietly dropped on March 19, 2004, and he
was released to resume his duties. In April the noncriminal charges
of adultery and storing pornography on government computers were
dropped. He retired from the US military with an honorable
discharge in January, but he is also seeking an apology.

 


JOSE' ANGEL GUTIERREZ is an attorney and
professor at the University of Texas at Arlington in the United
States. He was a founding member of the Mexican American Youth
Organization (MAYO) in San Antonio in 1967, and a founding member
and past president of the Raza Unida Party a Mexican-American third
party movement that supported candidates for elective office in
Texas, California, and other areas of the Southwestern and
Midwestern United States.

 


Gutiérrez has received many honors including
being named as one of the "100 Outstanding Latino Texans of the
20th Century" by Latino Monthly, January 2000, and "Distinguished
Texas Hispanic by Texas Hispanic Magazine, October 1996. He
received the Distinguished Faculty Award from the Texas Association
of Chicanos in Higher Education in June 1995, and the National
Council of La Raza's Chicano Hero Award in 1994. He founded the
Center for Mexican American Studies (CMAS) at the University of
Texas at Arlington in 1994 and served as its Director until
December 1996, at which time he became the Special Advisor to the
President of the university until December 1998.

 


MASSASOIT, Wampanoag chief Massasoit was
actually a title, Great Sachem, used by Ousamequin, sachem of the
Pokanoket, and Great Sachem, or "Massasoit," of the Wampanoag
Confederacy. "Massasoit" was born in Montaup, a Pokanoket village
at the site of today's Warren and Bristol, Rhode Island. He held
the allegiance of seven lesser Wampanoag sachems. Massasoit visited
Plymouth in 1621 and negotiated a treaty guaranteeing the English
their security in exchange for their alliance against the
Narragansett. Massasoit actively sought the alliance since two
significant outbreaks of smallpox brought by the English had
devastated the Wampanoag during the previous six years. According
to English sources, Massasoit prevented the failure of Plymouth
Colony and the almost certain starvation that the Pilgrims faced
during the earliest years of the colony's establishment. Moreover,
Massasoit forged critical political and personal ties with the
colonial leaders, Stephen Hopkins, Edward Winslow and William
Bradford which culminated in a negotiated peace treaty on March 22,
1621. For both the burgeoning colony and the Wampanoag, Massasoit's
alliance insured that the Wampanoag remained neutral during the
Pequot War in 1636. The peaceful relationship the Massasoit worked
so diligently to create and protect; ended having dire consequences
for the Wampanoag.



It is unclear as to when Massasoit died. Some
accounts claim that Massasoit died as early as 1660. Others say as
late as 1662. Perhaps unsurprisingly however, the half century of
peace that Massasoit so assiduously negotiated collapsed soon after
his death. Wamsutta who was successor after his father's death,
very likely was murdered by the English after he was summoned to
Plymouth Court. Breaking with his father's diplomacy and in
response to increasing depredations into Wampanoag territory by his
ally, Massachusetts Bay Colony, Wamsutta began to form an alliance
with Connecticut Colony. Within a year of his succession, and
almost immediately after appearing in front of the court, Wamsutta
died under extremely suspicious circumstances.

 


Metacom, Massasoit's second son became sachem
of the Pokanoket, and chief sachem of the Greater Wampanoag
Confederacy. Metacom, also known as "Philip," certainly believed
that Wamsutta had been treacherously murdered at the hands of the
English. Wamsutta's death was one of the leading factors that
eventually lead to King Philip's War, the bloodiest war in American
history--indeed, more so than the American Civil War in terms of
lives lost proportional to population. Statues of Massasoit stand
near Plymouth Rock and at the Utah state Capitol. Massasoit
Community College and Massasoit State Park, both located in
Massachusetts, are named after him.

.
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We Can Change the World
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“I want history to remember
me not just as the first black woman to be elected to Congress, not
as the first black woman to have made a bid for the presidency of
the United States, but as a black woman who lived in the 20th
century and dared to be herself.” ~Shirley Chisholm

[image: tmp_a852ccaac282c08e04fb1ed4a8822410_t0aXGG_html_m116d302b.png]Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm (November 30, 1924 – January
1, 2005) was an American politician, educator and author; a woman
who fought for change in the 20th century. She was a Congresswoman,
representing New York's 12th District for seven terms from 1968 to
1983. In 1968, she became the first African American woman elected
to Congress. On January 23, 1972, she became the first major party
African American candidate for President of the United States. She
won 162 delegates. Other women who ran for President of the United
States in 1972 include Linda Jenness and Evelyn Reed.


 


Whether we agree with the people we have put
in charge of running the government or not, we must give
acknowledgement for the courage, and belief they must have in
themselves and the citizens of the United States. It takes a strong
character to be a leader, to be in front of the firing line every
moment of the day, to accept criticism and mockery, death threats,
praises and to do it all with the hope of making America a better
nation. I thank and pray for our leaders.

 


GOVERNMENTAL LEADERS

1600's

PETER STUYVESANT born in 1612 in Blesdijke,
Netherlands served as the last Dutch Director-General of the colony
of New Netherland from 1647 until it was ceded provisionally to the
English in 1664. ) served as the last Dutch Director-General of the
colony of New Netherland from 1647 until it was ceded provisionally
to the English in 1664. He was a major figure in the early history
of New York City. Stuyvesant's accomplishment as director-general
included a great expansion for the settlement of New Amsterdam
(later renamed New York) beyond the southern tip of Manhattan.
Among the projects built by Stuyvesant's administration were the
protective wall on Wall Street, the canal which became Broad
Street, and Broadway. Stuyvesant is credited with introducing tea
to the United States. Stuyvesant died February, 1672, in
present-day New York City, USA.

 


ADRIAEN CORNELISSEN VAN DER DONCK born in
1618 was a lawyer and landowner in New Netherland after whose
honorific Jonkheer the city of Yonkers, New York is named. In
addition to being the first lawyer in the Dutch colony, he was a
leader in the political life of New Amsterdam (modern New York
City), and an activist for Dutch-style republican government in the
Dutch West India Company-run trading post. Van der Donck died in
1655.


 


1700's

ELIAS BOUDINOT born in Philadelphia on May 2,
1740 was an early American lawyer and statesman from Elizabeth, New
Jersey who was a delegate to the Continental Congress and a U.S.
Congressman for New Jersey. He served as President of the
Continental Congress in 1782-1783. Boudinot died at home in
Burlington on October 24, 1821. He is buried in St. Mary's
Episcopal Churchyard on West Broad Street there.

 


MARTIN VAN BUREN born in 1782 was the eighth
President of the United States. He was a key organizer of the
Democratic Party, a dominant figure in the Second Party System, and
the first president who was not of English, Irish, or Scotch
descent. In the Amistad Case Van Buren sided with the Spanish
Goverment to return the kidnapped slaves. Van Buren died in
1862.

 


JOSEPH MARION HERNÁNDEZ born August 4, 1793
was the first Hispanic to serve in the United States Congress, as
Delegate from the Florida Territory from September 1822 to March
1823. Hernández was born in St. Augustine, Florida when it was
still a Spanish colony. After his Congressional service, he joined
the U.S. Army and fought against the Seminoles in Florida, aiding
to capture Chief Osceola. The highest rank he achieved was the rank
of Brigadier General. He was unsuccessful Whig candidate for the
United States Senate in 1845; moved to Cuba and engaged as a
planter in the District of Coliseo, near Matanzas; died at the
family's sugar estate, "Audaz", in the District of Coliseo,
Matanzas Province, Cuba June 8, 1857; internment in the Junco
family vault in San Carlos Cemetery, Matanzas, Cuba.

1800's

JOSÉ AGUSTÍN QUINTERO born May 6, 1829 to a
Cuban tobacco planter named Antonio Quintero and an English woman
named Anna Woodward was, among other things, a journalist,
diplomat, lawyer, poet, translator, and revolutionary. He studied
at Colegio de San Cristóbal and reportedly at Harvard University at
age 12, though no record of him there survives. Quintero was a
friend of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and translated his work and
that of other poets such as Tennyson. He graduated from law school
in Havana and became a journalist writing for Cuban patriot
revolution. He was arrested by the Spanish three times for his
writings and escaped from Cuba after being condemned to death.



In the 1850s he ran Democratic papers in the
American South, and at the beginning of the American Civil War he
took the side of the South. He enlisted in the Quitman Rifles guard
of Austin, Texas and met Jefferson Davis in Richmond, Virginia, who
sent him to Mexico as a spy for the South. Quintero had a large
role in opening up trade at Matamoros and helped smuggle Southern
cotton to Europe for war materiel. At the end of the Civil War,
Quintero established himself in New Orleans, married, started a
family, practiced law, and joined the New Orleans Picayune, for
which he was an editor. He became the American Consul for Belgium
and Costa Rica. By the time of his death on September 7, 1885, "in
New Orleans no man was more widely known."

 


EDMONIA LEWIS ( a ree Black person) was born
July 4, 1845 in Greenbush, New York to a Black father and a
Chippewa mother who named her "Wild Fire." was the first
professional African-American and Native American sculptor. Lewis
developed an interest in sculpture and found support for her
sculpting amongst members of the Black and abolitionist
community.

 


She established her reputation as a sculptor
despite racial prejudice and the commonly held belief that women
were not as artistically creative as men or physically capable of
the arduous process of carving stone. At the time, American art
schools either refused to admit women or made it difficult by
charging more in tuition than men. For the mixed-race, mannish
Lewis, it meant she had to learn on her own or from the few willing
to show her sculpting technique. While some of her sculpting
followed religious and classical themes, at the end of the American
Civil War Lewis created a bust of Col. Robert Gould Shaw, a young
white Boston Brahmin who was killed in the 1863 assault on Fort
Wagner, South Carolina while leading the Union Army's all-black
54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.

 


By the 1870s, Edmonia Lewis had built enough
of a reputation that her income from commissioned works allowed her
to travel to Rome, Italy, then a home to a number of expatriate
American artists. She lived there as part of a circle of creative
women that included sculptor Harriet Hosmer and actress Charlotte
Cushman. While in Rome, Lewis created the "Death of Cleopatra" for
America's 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. Although her
work earned contemporary praise, after being exhibited in Chicago
the more than 3,000 pound sculpture was basically forgotten until
1996 when interest in her achievements was revived and the massive
piece was restored and put on display by the National Museum of
American Art in Washington, D.C. Nothing is known of Lewis' final
years and her death has been calculated to have occurred sometime
around 1911.

 


JOSEPH JENKINS ROBERTS born March 15, 1809
was the first President of Liberia (1848-1856, 1872-1876).Roberts
was born a free man, of mixed African and European ancestry, and
was raised in Norfolk, Virginia, in the United States. He attended
the Norfolk Academy and Maury High School. He moved to Petersburg,
Virginia, where he worked in his family's boating business. In
1829, his family moved to Liberia and established a trading store
in Monrovia. In 1839, Roberts became Liberia's lieutenant governor
and afterwards, its governor (1841-1848). He is known as the father
of Liberia and helped Liberia win its independence in 1847, and he
became the first president of Liberia.

 


Roberts initially left office in 1856.
However in 1871, President Edward J. Roye was deposed in a coup
d'etat by elements loyal to the Republican Party on the grounds
that he was planning to cancel the upcoming elections. Roberts, one
of the Republican Party's leaders, won the ensuing presidential
election and thus returned to office. He served until 1876,
although he was incapacitated by illness from 1875 until his death
the following year February 24, 1876. Liberia's main airport,
Roberts Field, is named in honor of Joseph Roberts.

 


EDWARD JAMES ROYE born February 3, 1815 was
an American-Liberian political figure. Edward Roye was born into a
prosperous family in Newark, Ohio, in the United States. His
father, John Roye, managed a ferry across the Wabash River at Terre
Haute, Indiana and, by conservative spending, acquired considerable
land in Terre Haute and in Vandalia, Illinois. John Roye died
prematurely and Edward located in Terre Haute in 1836 where he
established the community's largest barber shop, boasted barber
pole 79-feet high, "the tallest in western Indiana." Attracted by
the American Colonization Society, Roye immigrated to Liberia in
1846 and set up business as a merchant.

 


In 1849, Roye became active in Liberian
politics, rising to the position of President of Liberia in 1870.
Before becoming president, Roye served as speaker of the Liberian
House of Representatives and chief justice of the Supreme Court. He
was the first dark skinned person elected president of Liberia.
Roye took office in the midst of a fiscal crisis and was ultimately
ousted by his opponents in 1871. The circumstances around his death
are unclear, he died in 1872.

 


DANIEL BASHIEL WARNER born 1815 in Maryland
was an American-born Liberian political figure. Warner was
President of Liberia from 1864 to 1868, and wrote the Liberian
national anthem. Warner died in Liberia in 1880.

 


STEPHEN ALLEN BENSON born May 21, 1816 was
president of Liberia from 1856 to 1864. Benson was born in
Maryland, United States. In 1822 his family expatriated to the
newly created country of Liberia. Shortly after his arrival, the
colony was taken over by African natives, holding Benson and his
relatives’ captives for a few months. He became a successful
businessman. Benson joined the militia in 1835 and in 1842 became a
delegate to the Colonial Council. After Liberia's independence in
1847 he became a judge.

 


In 1853 Benson became the vice president to
Joseph Jenkins Roberts, and after Roberts left office in 1856
Benson succeeded Roberts as president. In 1857 he organized the
annexation of Maryland County. In 1862 Benson achieved diplomatic
recognition from the United States. That same year he visited
Europe. Benson, who knew many indigenous languages, sought
collaboration with the native tribes, in contrast to previous
Liberian policy, which emphasized American-Liberian superiority and
Western customs. After the end of his presidency, he retired to his
plantation in Grand Bassa County, where he died in 1865.

 


ALFRED FRANCIS RUSSELL born August 25, 1817in
Kentucky immigrated to Liberia in 1833 with his mother and four
siblings. He served as a Methodist missionary and later owned a
large coffee and sugarcane farm. Russell remained in the ministry
and served in the Senate as well. He was elected vice-president
under Anthony William Gardiner in 1881; becoming President of
Liberia on the latter's resignation due to poor health. He served
from 1883 to 1884, and died April 4, 1884. This may have been
caused by cancer, although studies of the corpse show terminal
brain damage.

 


JAMES SPRIGGS PAYNE born, December 19, 1819
in Richmond, Virginia was the fourth and eighth president of
Liberia, in office from 1868 to 1870 and 1876 to 1878. Payne grew
up in a highly religious Methodist family and was a devout
Christian. While a child, his family moved to Liberia, run by the
American Colonization Society, to begin a new life. Aside from
religion, he showed interest in politics and economics, areas he
later became a successful author in.

 


He was appointed by the government to work
finalizing the breakage of Liberia's ties to the American
Colonization Society. During his presidency he fought to end the
slave trade existing on Liberia's coast. He also increased the
country's foreign trade and improved government relations with the
natives, who he felt politics had for the most part ignored. He
left office in 1870, and was re-elected in 1876. He died January
31, 1882 in Monrovia, Liberia, four years after finally leaving
office.

 


ANTHONY WILLIAM GARDINER born in 1820 was the
9th President of Liberia from 1878 until 1883. He was the second
member of the True Whig Party to hold that office, and the first of
a series of True Whig presidents who held power uninterruptedly
until 1980. Gardiner was born in the state of Virginia in the
United States. In 1831, when he was still a child, his family
relocated to Liberia under the sponsorship of the American
Colonization Society.

 


Gardiner received his law degree in Liberia
and, in 1847; he served as a delegate to the National Convention,
which drafted Liberia's declaration of independence and
constitution. He became Liberia's first attorney general and later
served in the National Legislature from 1855 to 1871. In 1871,
Gardiner became vice-president of Liberia following the coup d'état
against President Edward Roye. He was then elected vice-president
twice, serving until 1876. During the incapacitation of President
J. J. Roberts from 1875 until early 1876, Gardiner was also acting
president.

 


Less than two years after leaving office as
acting president, Gardiner won election to the presidency, taking
office in 1878. In the same election, the True Whig Party won a
massive victory and proceeded to dominate Liberian politics until
the beginning of the Civil War in 1980. Gardiner himself was
re-elected to two further two-year terms. As president, he called
for increased trade with and investment from outside countries,
improved public education, and closer relations with Liberia's
native peoples. However, his domestic policies were to be
overshadowed by the ramifications of the European powers' "scramble
for Africa".

 


During Gardiner's administration difficulties
with the British Empire and with Germany reached a crisis. Liberia
was drawn into a border conflict with the British Empire over the
Gallinas territory, lying between the Sewa River and the Manno
River-territory which now forms the extreme eastern part of Sierra
Leone. The British made a formal show of force at Monrovia in a
mission led by Sir Arthur Havelock; meanwhile, the looting of a
German vessel along the Kru Coast and personal indignities
inflicted by the natives upon the shipwrecked Germans, led to the
bombardment of Nana Kru by a German warship and the presentation at
Monrovia of a claim for damages, payment of which was forced by the
threat of the bombardment of the capital. President Gardiner
resigned on January 20, 1883, due to a serious illness. He was
succeeded by the vice-president, Alfred F. Russell. Two months
later, the Gallinas territory was formally incorporated into Sierra
Leone by the British.

 


JAMES SKIVRING SMITH born in 1825 was the
President of Liberia from November 4, 1871 to January 1, 1872 when
Joseph Jenkins Roberts was elected. Along with Moses Blah, he was
one of two Liberians not to be directly elected to that office.
Before becoming president, Smith served as vice-president under
President Edward James Roye until the latter's overthrow and
assassination.

 


JOHN MERCER LANGSTON born December 14, 1829
in Louisa County, Va was a U.S. public official, diplomat, and
educator. Langston was the son of Ralph Quarles, a white plantation
owner, and Jane Langston, a black slave. Langston became actively
involved in the antislavery movement, organizing antislavery
societies locally and at the state level. He helped runaway slaves
to escape to the North along the Ohio part of the Underground
Railroad. In 1855 Langston became the country's first black elected
official when he was elected town clerk of the Brownhelm
Township.

 


He was a founding member and president of the
National Equal Rights League, which fought for black voting rights.
During the Civil War Langston recruited African Americans to fight
for the Union Army. After the war, he was appointed inspector
general for the Freedmen's Bureau, a federal organization that
helped freed slaves. Langston moved to Washington, DC in 1868 to
establish and serve as dean of Howard University's law school - the
first black law school in the country. He was appointed acting
president of the school in 1872.

 


In 1877 Langston left to become U.S. minister
to Haiti. He returned to Virginia in 1885 and was named president
of Virginia Normal and Collegiate Institute (now Virginia State
University). In 1888 he ran for a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives as an Independent. He lost to his Democratic
opponent but contested the results of the election. After an
18-month fight, he won the election and served for six months. He
lost his bid for reelection. Oklahoma's Langston University is
named in his honor. John Langston died November 15, 1897.

 


MIGUEL ANTONIO OTERO born June 21, 1829 was a
prominent Hispanic politician of the New Mexico Territory and
instrumental in the economic development of the territory. Miguel
Antonio Otero was born in Valencia, Nuevo México to Don Vicente
Otero and Doña Gertrudis Aragón de Otero, natives of Spain who had
come to New Mexico as colonists. Don Vicente had held prominent
civic positions as judge and mayor in Valencia County, under both
Spanish and Mexican Governments. He died in 1882 at the age of 51.
His son, also named Miguel Antonio Otero, and nephew Mariano S.
Otero would continue the family tradition of civic service, his son
becoming Governor of New Mexico, and his nephew a delegate. Both
Otero County, New Mexico and Otero County, Colorado are named in
his honor.

 


GARRETSON WILMOT GIBSON born May 20, 1832 in
Maryland was President of Liberia from December 11, 1900, to
January 4, 1904, his family immigrated to Liberia in 1835. After
receiving an education in mission schools, he returned to Maryland
to study theology. Ordained a priest, he served as rector of the
Episcopalian Trinity Church in Monrovia. He also served as
president of Liberia College (1892-1896). With the election of
William D. Coleman as president in 1896, Gibson was appointed
Secretary of the Interior. He was Secretary of State when Coleman
resigned in 1900, and since there was no vice-president, Gibson was
chosen to succeed him. He won the election that same year, and
served until 1904, when he was succeeded by his Secretary of the
Treasury, Arthur Barclay. Gibson died April 26, 1910.

 


JOSEPH HAYNE RAINEY born June 21, 1832 was
the first African American person to serve in the United States
House of Representatives and the second black person to serve in
the United States Congress (U.S. Senator Hiram Revels was the
first). Rainey was born in Georgetown, South Carolina. His parents
were both slaves, but his father, Edward, had a successful business
as a barber, enabling him to purchase his family's freedom shortly
after Joseph Rainey's birth Rainey was seated December 12, 1870 and
was re-elected to Congress four times; he served until March 3,
1879, which made him the longest-serving black Congressmen prior to
William L. Dawson in the 1950s.

 


During his term in Congress, Rainey focused
on supporting legislation to protect the civil rights of Southern
blacks. This pursuit eventually proved unsuccessful, with the end
of Reconstruction effectively meaning that the black electorate
lost all political power. After leaving Congress, Joseph Rainey was
appointed internal-revenue agent of South Carolina. He held this
position for two years, after which he began a career in private
commerce. Rainey retired in 1886 and died the following year August
1, 1887in Georgetown, the city in which he was born.

 


P.B.S. PINCHBACK (Pinckney Benton Stewart) an
African-American Reconstruction-era politician was born May 10,
1837 in Macon, Georgia to a white planter (William Pinchback) and
his former slave, Eliza Stewa who lived together as a couple.
During the Civil War, Pinchback traveled to Louisiana and became
the only African-American officer in the Union-controlled Louisiana
Native Guards. After the war, he became active in the Republican
Party and participated in Reconstruction state conventions. In
1868, Pinchback was elected as a Louisiana state senator, where he
became the state Senate president pro tempore. He became acting
lieutenant governor following the death of Oscar Dunn, the first
elected African-American lieutenant governor of a U.S. State.

 


Pinchback was elevated to the Louisiana
governorship upon the impeachment and removal from office of his
predecessor, Republican governor Henry Clay Warmoth, for political
corruption and for allegedly "stealing" the governor's office from
John McEnery. Pinchback remained active in politics and public
service. He served on the Louisiana state board of education and
was instrumental in establishing Southern University in 1879, where
he served as a member of the board of trustees.

 


In 1885, he studied law at Straight
University in New Orleans, and later moved to New York City, where
he was a Federal marshal and Washington, D.C., where he practiced
law. Pinchback was the grandfather of Harlem Renaissance author
Jean Toomer. Pinchback died December 21, 1921 in Washington, D.C.
and was interred in Metairie, Louisiana.

 


LILI UOKALANI (leleOO"okälä'ne), Queen of
Hawaii born September 2, 1838 (originally named Lydia Kamaka'eha,
also known as Lydia Kamakaeha Paki, with the chosen royal name of
Liliuokalani, and later named Lydia K. Dominis) was the last
monarch of the Kingdom of Hawaii. Liliuokalani inherited the throne
from her brother Kalakaua on January 17, 1891. Shortly after she
gained power, she tried to abrogate the existing Bayonet
Constitution and draft a new constitution that would restore power
to the monarchy. American and European subjects of the Kingdom of
Hawaii, threatened by the elimination of suffrage by the queen's
proposed constitution, asserted that the queen had "virtually
abdicated" by trying to subvert the constitution and organized to
depose her.

 


Besides the threatened loss of suffrage,
business interests within the Kingdom were concerned about the
removal of foreign tariffs in the American sugar trade due to the
McKinley Act (which effectively eliminated the favored status of
Hawaiian sugar due to the Reciprocity Treaty), and considered the
possibility of annexation to the United States (and enjoying the
same sugar bounties as domestic producers) as a welcome side effect
of ending the monarchy. During the overthrow in 1893 the American
minister in Hawaii at the time, John L. Stevens, ordered troops
from the U.S.S. Boston ashore, to protect American businesses and
property. The Queen was deposed on January 17, 1893, and a
provisional government was instituted. Liliuokalani was an
accomplished author and songwriter. Her book, Hawaii's Story by
Hawaii's Queen, told the history of her country. Some of her
best-known musical compositions include the anthem, "Aloha Oe,"
which she composed during her captivity (also known as "Farewell to
Thee"). This was the end of the Hawaiian Monarchy. Liliuokalani was
arrested on January 16, 1895 (several days after a failed rebellion
by Robert Wilcox) when firearms were found in the gardens of her
home, of which she denied any knowledge. She was sentenced to five
years of hard labor in prison and fined $5000, but the sentence was
commuted to imprisonment in an upstairs bedroom of Iolani Palace
until she was released in 1896, with the establishment of the
Republic of Hawaii. She went home to Washington Place, where she
lived as a private citizen until her death in November 11, 1917 due
to complications from a stroke.

 


ROBERT SMALLS born April 5, 1839 was an
African American slave who became a naval hero at the same time he
freed himself and his family in May 1862 from slavery. He was born
in Beaufort, South Carolina, United States and became a politician.
During Reconstruction, Smalls served in the South Carolina House of
Representatives (1865-1870) and in the South Carolina Senate
(1871-1874). He was elected to the United States House of
Representatives and served from 1875-1879 and 1882-1883 in South
Carolina's 5th congressional district, and 1884-1887 in South
Carolina's 7th congressional district. Smalls served in the 44th,
45th, and 47th to 49th U.S. Congresses. During consideration of a
bill to reduce and restructure the United States Army he introduced
an amendment that included this wording, "Hereafter in the
enlistment of men in the Army . . . no distinction whatsoever shall
be made on account of race or color." The amendment was not
considered. In 1877, after the Compromise of 1877, and as a part of
wide ranging white efforts to mute African American political power
and rights, Smalls was illegitimately charged and convicted of
taking a bribe five years earlier, in 1872, in connection with the
awarding of a printing contract. He was pardoned as part of a deal
in which charges were also dropped against Democrats accused of
election fraud. Smalls died February 23, 1915.

 


ARCHIBALD HENRY GRIMKÉ (pronounced grim-key)
(17 August 1849 - 25 February 1930) was a multiracial lawyer,
intellectual, journalist, diplomat and community leader in the 19th
century. He was a graduate of Lincoln University, PA, class of 1870
and the second black graduate of Harvard Law School, a cofounder of
the NAACP and served as consul to the Dominican Republic from
1894-1898. Grimké was the eldest of three sons by Henry Grimké and
his slave, a woman named Nancy Weston. Henry Grimké was the brother
of The Grimké sisters, Sarah and Angelina. Francis J. Grimké,
Lincoln University, PA, class of 1870, was one of his younger
brothers. The abolitionist and diarist Charlotte Forten Grimké was
his sister-in-law by virtue of her marriage to Francis. His
youngest brother was named John. While practicing law in Boston, he
met Sarah Stanley, who was white. They married and had one daughter
Angelina Weld Grimke, who became a teacher and a notable writer.
Grimke' died February 25, 1930.

 


MIGUEL ANTONIO OTERO born October 17, 1859,
nicknamed "Gillie," was governor of New Mexico Territory from 1897
to 1906 and in later life the author of several books on Western
lore. He was the son of Miguel Antonio Otero, a prominent
businessman and New Mexico politician and served as State Treasurer
from 1909 to 1911. Otero attempted a comeback as governor in 1912,
but failing to receive the Republican nomination, bolted for the
Progressive Party. Eventually he moved to the Democratic Party and
became a supporter of Woodrow Wilson. In later years he received
numerous other commissions, including four years (1917 to 1921) as
marshal of the Panama Canal.

 


In 1936, Otero published The Real Billy the
Kid; With New Light on the Lincoln County War. After William Bonney
was jailed in Las Vegas in 1880, Otero and his brother Page rode
with the prisoner as he was transported by train from Las Vegas to
Santa Fe. Remaining in Santa Fe for a while, the pair visited the
Kid in jail many times, bringing him tobacco, gum, and sweets, and
generally finding him a sympathetic, if misguided, figure. Written
some fifty years after Pat Garrett's original account, Otero's was
the first book to present Billy the Kid in a relatively positive
light. Otero died August 7, 1944.

 


CHARLES CURTIS (born in January 25, 1860 in
Topeka, Kansas) was Representative and a Senator from Kansas as
well as the 31st Vice President of the United States. Curtis was of
American Indian ancestry. His mother was Kaw. He spent part of his
early life on a Kaw reservation, and is the first person with
acknowledged non-European ancestry to reach either of the two
highest offices in the United States government's executive branch.
Of less significant note, Curtis was the last US Vice President or
President to wear a beard or mustache-in his case, a mustache-while
in office. Curtis' term as Vice President ended on March 4, 1933.
In Washington, D.C., Curtis resumed the practice of law. He died
from a heart attack in that city in February 8, 1936. His remains
were returned to Topeka, Kansas, where he is buried at Topeka
Cemetery.

 


The Curtis Act in 1898-passed while he served
in the House-expanded the powers of the federal government over
American Indian affairs. An Act of Congress in 1902 disbanded the
Kaw, the tribe of his mother, as a legal entity and transferred 160
acres (0.6 km²) to the federal government and about 1,625 acres
(6.6 km²) of Kaw land to Curtis and his children.

 


FEDERICO DEGETAU (Federico Degetau y González
born December 5, 1862 in Ponce, Puerto Rico). He was a Puerto Rican
politician, lawyer, writer, author, and the first Resident
Commissioner of Puerto Rico to the United States House of
Representatives. He was admitted to the bar and commenced practice
in Madrid, Spain. He founded the newspaper La Isla de Puerto Rico
to communicate the plight of Puerto Rico to the colonial power.
Degetau returned to Puerto Rico, and was one of the four
commissioners sent by Puerto Rico under Luis Muñoz Rivera to ask
Spain for autonomy in 1895. The petition was denied but an
autonomic charter was granted three years later. He settled in San
Juan, Puerto Rico and continued the practice of law.

 


Degetau was a member of the municipal council
of San Juan in 1897, and mayor of San Juan in 1898. He was deputy
to the Spanish Cortes Generales of 1898. After the Spanish-American
War, he was appointed by the military governor General Guy Vernor
Henry as the Secretary of the Interior in the first cabinet formed
under American rule in Puerto Rico, in 1899. He was appointed by
General Henry's successor, General George W. Davis, as a member of
the Insular Board of Charities. Degetau became a member of the
Insular Republican Party, which was founded in 1899. He was the
first vice president of the municipal council of San Juan in 1899
and 1900, and was president of the Board of Education of San Juan
in 1900 and 1901. He was elected as a Puerto Rican Republican to
the Resident Commissioner post in 1900, and reelected in 1902. He
served from March 4, 1901 until March 3, 1905, in the Fifty-sixth,
Fifty-seventh, and Fifty-eighth Congresses.

 


He was a member of the Committee on Insular
Affairs, and submitted a bill to grant United States citizenship to
Puerto Rico residents, which failed. He was not a candidate for
nomination in 1904, and resumed the practice of law. As an author,
he wrote El secreto de la domadora in 1886, Que Quijote! Cuentos
para el camino in 1894, Juventud in 1895, and La Injuria in 1893.
Degetau died January 20, 1914 in Santurce, Puerto Rico, and was
interred in the Cemetery of San Juan, Puerto Rico.

 


BENJAMIN OLIVER DAVIS born July 1, 1877 in
Washington, D.C. was an American general. After studying (1897-98)
at Howard Univ., Davis served as a lieutenant in the
Spanish-American War and in 1899 enlisted in the regular army as a
private. He subsequently rose through years of service to become
(1940) the first African-American general in the U.S. army. After
the World War II he served as assistant inspector general. He
retired in 1948. He died November 26, 1970

 


DÁVILA, FÉLIX CÓRDOVA, a Resident
Commissioner from Puerto Rico; born November 20, 1878 in Vega Baja,
P.R., Became judge of the municipal court of Caguas in 1904; judge
of the municipal court of Manati 1904-1908. He was re-nominated as
judge, and also as candidate for the Puerto Rico House of
Representatives; but declined both nominations. He became district
attorney for the district of Aguadilla in 1908; judge of the
district court of Guayama 1908-1910; judge of the district court of
Arecibo in 1910 and 1911; judge of the district court of San Juan,
1911-1917. Cordova was then elected as a Unionist a Resident
Commissioner to the United States on July 16, 1917 and subsequently
in 1920, 1924, and 1928. He served from August 7, 1917, until his
resignation on April 11, 1932, having been appointed an associate
justice of the supreme court of Puerto Rico, in which capacity he
served until his death in Condado, San Juan County, P.R., on
December 3, 1938; interment in Fournier Cemetery, San Juan,
P.R.

 


FELIX FRANKFURTER born November 15, 1882 was
an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
Frankfurter was born in Vienna, Austria. He immigrated with his
family to the United States in 1894, and grew up in the Jewish
ghetto of New York's Lower East Side. In 1906, Frankfurter became
the assistant of Henry Stimson, a New York attorney.

 


In 1911, President Taft appointed Stimson as
his Secretary of War and Stimson appointed Frankfurter as law
officer of the Bureau of Insular Affairs. During the War in Europe
he acted as major and judge-advocate, and as secretary and counsel
of the President's mediation commission. In 1919, Frankfurter
served as a Zionist delegate to the Paris Peace Conference. He
lobbied President Woodrow Wilson to incorporate the Balfour
Declaration into the treaty. In 1920, Frankfurter helped to found
the American Civil Liberties Union. In the late 1920s, he joined
efforts to save the lives of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti,
two anarchists who had been sentenced to death on robbery/murder
charges

 


On January 5, 1939, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt nominated Frankfurter to the U.S. Supreme Court. He
served from January 30, 1939 to August 28, 1962. Despite his
liberal political leanings, Frankfurter became the court's most
outspoken advocate of judicial restraint, the view that courts
should not interpret the fundamental law, the constitution, in such
a way as to impose sharp limits upon the authority of the
legislative and executive branches. In this philosophy, Frankfurter
was heavily influenced by his close friend and mentor Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Jr., who had taken a firm stand during his tenure
on the bench against the doctrine of "economic due process". He was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1963 He was awarded
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. On February 22, 1963 Felix
Frankfurter died from congestive heart failure at the age of 83.
His remains are interred in the Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

 


DIONISIO "DENNIS" CHAVEZ, A Democratic
politician from New Mexico was born April 8, 1888 in Los Chaves,
Valencia County New Mexico and served in the United States House of
Representatives and in the United States Senate from 1935 to 1962.
His parents, David and Paz Chávez, were members of families that
had lived in Los Chávez for generations. Chávez was instrumental in
improving higher educational facilities in New Mexico. He actively
supported legislation to benefit farmers and protect New Mexico's
share of water from the Colorado River. Chávez co-sponsored the
Fair Employment Practices Commission Bill (FEPC) which would have
eliminated discrimination based on race, religion, color, national
origin or ancestry in the work place. When he called for a floor
vote on the bill, a group of Southern Democrats began a filibuster
which blocked the bill even though it had enough votes to pass. He
was also involved with legislation pertaining to Indian affairs,
and he was an advocate of the Good Neighbor Policy toward Latin
America. He was a poker buddy of Harry Truman, supported Nuclear
Submarines, NATO, worked tirelessly to keep Cannon Air Force Base
from closing, created Cochiti Dam and the Navajo Irrigation
Project, and devised funding for federal highways based on miles
and not population. In 1950 Chávez was among the first to express
concern about his government's methods of combating communism.



He was the first native-born Hispanic elected
to the U. S. Senate, and only the second Hispanic in its history.
Chávez was a minority politician in the Senate, at a time when his
ethnicity was regarded with contempt and racism by many. He was
also the first person born in New Mexico elected by the state to
the Senate He accomplished many notable things, but the way New
Mexicans remember him is perhaps the most impressive of all. People
would travel dozens of miles in the state just to hear him speak
and he always amazed them by remembering his constituents' names
years after he met them.



Chávez died in Washington D. C. on November
18, 1962 and is buried at Mount Calvary Cemetery in Albuquerque.
The Congress honored his memory with a minute of silence and
then-Vice-President Lyndon Johnson spoke at his funeral. At the
time of his death, he was fourth-ranking in Senate seniority. Since
his death, Chávez appeared on a commemorative stamp and is honored
in the Capitol's Statuary Hall.



DAVID ELI LILIENTHAL born July 8, 1899 in
Morton, Illinois was a capable and controversial American public
official. Appointed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as one of
three directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority in 1933,
Lilienthal served as the Authority's chairman from 1941 to 1946.
David Lilienthal was the oldest son of immigrants Minna Rosenak
Lilienthal, Austria-Hungary, father Leo, from Hungary and then
Vienna. In January of 1946, Under Secretary of State Dean Acheson
asked Lilienthal to chair a small panel advising the President and
the Secretary of State about the position of the President and the
U.S. Representative to the United Nations regarding the new menace
of nuclear weapons. From 1947 to 1949, Lilienthal chaired the U.S.
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), and was one of the pioneers of
civilian control in the American atomic energy program. Lilienthal
died January 13, 1981.

 


DALIP SINGH SAUND born September 20, 1899 in
Chhajulwadi, Punjab, India, to a Sikh family of Tarkhan origins was
a member of the United States House of Representatives. He served
the 29th district of the state of California from January 3,
1957-January 3, 1963. He was the first Asian American, Indian
American and Sikh American member of the US Congress. He immigrated
to America, originally to study agriculture at the University of
California, Berkeley. While at the university, he earned two
degrees in mathematics, a master's degree (1922) and a Ph.D.
(1924). He thereafter remained in the United States, becoming a
successful farmer. Later, he campaigned to allow "Hindus," as all
people of South Asian descent were called at that time - though
many of them Sikhs and Muslims, to become naturalized citizens.

 


After the Luce-Celler Act was passed in 1946,
he applied for naturalization and became an American citizen in
1949. He ran for election in 1950 as a Justice of the Peace for
Westmoreland Township, California, and won the election, but his
election was thrown out as he had been a citizen for less than a
year. He later ran again for the same post and won. In November
1955, he announced his campaign to run for the House of
Representatives as a Democrat and won an election for an open seat
against a Republican aviator Jacqueline Odlum. He was re-elected
twice, becoming the first Asian American and Indian American member
of Congress. In May 1962, he suffered a severe stroke which left
him unable to speak at all, or walk without assistance, thus ending
his congressional career. Saund died April 22, 1973.






1900’s

 


ANTONIO MANUEL FERNÁNDEZ, a Representative
from New Mexico; born in Springer, Colfax County, N.Mex., January
17, 1902; attended the public schools, and Highlands University,
Las Vegas, N.Mex.; received law training at Cumberland University,
Lebanon, Tenn.; court reporter for the eighth judicial district of
New Mexico 1925-1930; was admitted to the bar in 1931 and commenced
practice in Raton, Colfax County, N.Mex.; assistant district
attorney of the eighth judicial district in 1933; practiced law in
Santa Fe, N.Mex., in 1934; served in the State house of
representatives in 1935; chief tax attorney for the State Tax
Commission in 1935 and 1936; first assistant attorney general
1937-1941; member of the first New Mexico Public Service Commission
in 1941 and 1942; elected as a Democrat to the Seventy-eighth and
to the six succeeding Congresses and served from January 3, 1943,
until his death; chairman, Committee on Memorials Antonio Frenandez
died in 1956.

 


VICTOR SCHIRO, (former mayor of New Orleans)
was born May 28, 1904 in Chicago, the son of Italian immigrants
Andrew Edward and Mary (Pizzati) Schiro (1961-1969) Victor Hugo
"Vic" Schiro), was an Italian-American New Orleans, Louisiana
politician who served on the New Orleans City Council and was Mayor
of New Orleans from 1961 - 1969. Schiro was an avowed
segregationist and he defeated racial moderate Adrian Duplantier in
the mayoral election of 1962 by stressing his segregationist
credentials and tying his opponents to civil rights causes. While
personally opposed to integration, Schiro was a pragmatist and saw
integration as an unfortunate necessity.

 


Schiro was mayor during Hurricane Betsy,
which flooded the Lower Ninth Ward and much of eastern New Orleans
in 1965. He was known for his famous statement to the media at the
time: "Don't believe any false rumors, unless you hear them from
me." He convinced President Johnson to visit the city on the day
after the hurricane; Johnson and Schiro visited the Lower Ninth
Ward and an emergency shelter. Schiro later travelled to
Washington, D.C. to lend his support to getting Congressional
legislation passed that would give storm victims a $5,000 loan
forgiveness package. Schio died in 1992.

 


RALPH JOHNSON BUNCHE was born August 7, 1904
in Detroit, Michigan. He was an American political scientist and
diplomat who received the 1950 Nobel Peace Prize for his mediation
in Palestine in the late 1940s that led to an armistice agreement
between the Jews and Arabs in the region. He was the first
African-American to be so honored in the history of the Prize.
Bunche spent time during World War II in the Office of Strategic
Services (the predecessor of the CIA) before joining the State
Department. In 1943 Bunche went to the State Department where he
became associate chief of the division of dependent area affairs
under Alger Hiss. He became, with Hiss, one of the leaders of the
Institute of Pacific Relations (IPR).

 


Johnson participated in the preliminary
planning for the United Nations at the San Francisco Conference of
1945, and in 1946 he was a member of the first U.S. delegation to
the U.N. He then became an employee of the U.N. as the first
Director of its new Trusteeship Department, at the appointment of
Secretary-General Trygve Lie. As a prominent African-American,
Bunche was an active and vocal supporter of the civil rights
movement, though he never actually held a titled position in the
major organizations of the movement.



As a prominent African-American, Bunche was
an active and vocal supporter of the civil rights movement, though
he never actually held a titled position in the major organizations
of the movement. Bunche died December 9, 1971 and is buried in
Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx. A bust of Ralph Bunche, on the
entrance to Bunche Hall, overlooks the Sculpture Garden at UCLA.
The Ralph J. Bunche Library of the U.S. Department of State is the
oldest Federal Government library. It was founded by the first
Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson in 1789. It was dedicated to
and renamed the Ralph J. Bunche Library on May 5, 1997. It is
located in the Harry S. Truman building, the main State Department
headquarters. Ralph Bunche Park is in New York City, across First
Avenue from the United Nations headquarters. Ralph Bunche house is
in the Brookland neighborhood of Washington, DC, where he resided
for many years. Bunche is a recipient of the Silver Buffalo Award,
the highest adult award given by the Boy Scouts of America.

 


DR WILLIAM HENRY HASTIE (born November 17,
1904 in Knoxville, Tennessee) was both the first African American
Governor of the United States Virgin Islands and the first African
American judge on a Federal appeals court. He was considered by
some as a pioneer of the civil rights movement in the United
States. In 1937, he was appointed to the United States District
Court for the Virgin Islands and served in that capacity for two
years.

 


Hastie was the first African-American to
serve on a Federal court. Senator William H. King of Utah and
chairman of the judiciary committee called his appointment a
"blunder". In 1939, he resigned from the court to become the Dean
of the Howard University Law School, the first African American
Governor of the United States Virgin Islands, a position he held
from 1946 to 1949. After a successful period as Governor, he was
appointed as the first African-American to a Federal appeals court,
the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. In 1968,
he became Chief Judge of the court. After only three years, he
"retired" as chief judge, but remained on the court as a senior
judge. President John F. Kennedy considered appointing Hastie to
the Supreme Court of the United States. Hastie died April 14,
1976.while playing golf.

 


S. I. HAYAKAWA Samuel Ichiye Hayakawa born
July 18, 1906 was an English professor and academic who served as a
United States Senator from California from 1977 to 1983. Born in
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, Professionally, Hayakawa was a
psychologist, semanticist, teacher and writer. He was an instructor
at the University of Wisconsin from 1936 to 1939 and at the Armour
Institute of Technology from 1939 to 1947. Hayakawa was an
important semanticist. Hayakawa founded the political lobbying
organization U.S. English, which is dedicated to making the English
language the official language of the United States. The Senator
was a resident of Mill Valley, California until his death (from
Alzheimer's disease) in Greenbrae, California February 27,
1992.

 


ROBERT CLIFTON WEAVER was born December 29,
1907 and served as the first United States Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development (also known as HUD) from 1966 to 1968. Weaver was
born in Washington, D.C., on December 29, 1907; He is notable as
being the first ever African American cabinet official. In 1966,
the Department of Housing and Urban Development was created, and
President Lyndon B. Johnson chose Weaver to become the first
secretary of the new department. In addition, Weaver also became
the first black person to ever hold a cabinet post. Weaver died
July 17, 1997, at the age of 89.

 


CÓRDOVA DÍAZ, JORGE LUIS, a Resident
Commissioner from Puerto Rico; born in Manatí, P.R., April 20,
1907; A.B., Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, 1928;
LL.B., Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 1931; lawyer, private
practice; judge, Superior Court of San Juan, 1940-1945; justice,
Supreme court of Puerto Rico, 1945-1946; elected as a New
Progressive to the Ninety-First Congress to a four-year term
(November 5, 1968-January 3, 1973); unsuccessful candidate for
reelection in 1972; business executive; died on September 16, 1994,
in San Juan, P.R.

 


THURGOOD MARSHALL (born in Baltimore,
Maryland, on July 2, 1908) U.S. lawyer American jurist and
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme, was the first African
American to serve on the Supreme Court of the United States. He was
the great-grandson of a slave. He graduated as valedictorian from
Howard University Law School in 1933 and soon began to represent
civil rights activists. In 1938 he became a counsel for the NAACP
and over the next 23 years he won 29 of the 32 major cases he
undertook for that organization. In 1940 he became chief counsel
for the NAACP. His original name was Thoroughgood but he shortened
it to Thurgood in second grade.

 


His father, William Marshall, instilled in
him an appreciation for the Constitution of the United States and
the rule of law. Additionally, as a child, he was punished for his
school misbehavior by being forced to read the Constitution, which
he later said piqued his interest in the document. He received his
law degree from Howard Univ. in 1933.

 


In 1936 he joined the legal staff of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. As its
chief counsel (1938-61), he argued more than 30 cases before the
U.S. Supreme Court, successfully challenging racial segregation,
most notably in higher education. His presentation of the argument
against the "separate but equal" doctrine achieved its greatest
impact with the landmark decision handed down in Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka (1954). His appointment to the U.S. Court of
Appeals in 1961 was opposed by some Southern senators and was not
confirmed until 1962. . On June 13, 1967, President Johnson
appointed Marshall to the Supreme Court following the retirement of
Justice Tom C. Clark, saying that this was "the right thing to do,
the right time to do it, the right man and the right place."

 


Marshall was the 96th person to hold the
position, and the first African-American. As the first black to sit
on the high court, he consistently supported the position taken by
those challenging discrimination based on race or sex, opposed the
death penalty, and supported the rights of criminal defendants. His
support for affirmative action led to his strong dissent in Regents
of the University of California v. Bakke (1978). As appointments by
Presidents Nixon and Reagan changed the outlook of the Court,
Marshall found himself increasingly in the minority; in retirement
he was outspoken in his criticism of the court. Marshall died of
heart failure at National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda,
Maryland, at 2 p.m. on January 24, 1993. Marshall He was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery.

 


ADAM CLAYTON POWELL JR was born November 29,
1908. He was an American politician, and the first African American
to become a powerful figure in the United States Congress. He was
elected to the United States House of Representatives from Harlem
in 1945, and became chair of the Labor and Education Committee in
1961. His tenure as committee chairman saw the passage of important
social legislation. His career was ended by a corruption scandal.
Powell was born in New Haven, Connecticut. His father, Adam Clayton
Powell, Sr. was a Baptist minister and headed the Abyssinian
Baptist Church in Harlem, New York. His maternal grandfather was
white, as were several of his mother's ancestors During the
Depression years, Powell, a handsome and charismatic figure, became
a prominent civil rights leader in the Harlem area of Manhattan. He
organized mass meetings, rent strikes and public campaigns, forcing
companies and utilities, Harlem Hospital and the 1939 World's Fair
either to hire or to begin promoting black employees.



In 1937 he succeeded his father as pastor of
Abyssinian Baptist Church. In 1941 he was elected to the New York
City Council as the city's first Black council representative with
the aid of New York City's use of the Single Transferable Vote In
1944 Powell was elected as a Democrat to the House of
Representatives, representing the 22nd congressional district,
which included Harlem. He was the first black Congressman from New
York, and the first from any Northern state other than Illinois. As
one of only two black Congressmen, Powell challenged the informal
ban on black representatives using Capitol facilities reserved for
members only. He took black constituents to dine with him in the
"whites only" House restaurant. He clashed with the many
segregationists in his own party.

 


In 1956, Powell broke party ranks and
supported Dwight D. Eisenhower for reelection, saying that the
Democratic platform's civil rights plan was too weak. In 1958 he
survived a determined effort by the Tammany Hall machine to oust
him in the Democratic primary election. In 1960, Powell forced
Bayard Rustin to resign from the SCLC by threatening to discuss
Rustin's homosexuality charge in Congress.

 


In 1961, after 15 years in Congress, Powell
became chairman of the powerful Education and Labor Committee. In
this position he presided over federal programs for minimum wage
increases, education and training for the deaf, vocational training
and standards for wages and work hours, as well as aid to
elementary and secondary education. In April of 1972 he became
gravely ill and was flown to a Miami hospital. He died there on
April 4, at the age of 63.

 


GEN. BENJAMIN OLIVER DAVIS, JR. (born on
December 18, 1912 in Washington, D.C.) was an American general,
commander of the World War II Tuskegee Airmen. Davis was the first
African-American general in the United States Air Force. During
World War II Davis was commander of the 332nd Fighter Group, which
escorted bombers on air combat missions over Europe. Davis himself
flew sixty missions in P-39, P-40, P-47 and P-51 fighters.



He entered the United States Military Academy
at West Point, New York in 1932. He was sponsored by Representative
Oscar De Priest (R-IL) of Chicago, at the time, the only black
member of Congress. He graduated in 1936, 35th in a class of 276.
He was the academy's fourth Black graduate. When he was
commissioned as a second lieutenant, the Army had a grand total of
two black line officers - Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. and Benjamin O.
Davis, Jr. His father was a U.S. Army officer, and at the time was
stationed in Wyoming serving as a lieutenant with an all-black
cavalry unit. Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. served 42 years before he was
promoted to brigadier general. Davis Jr. died July 4, 2002.

 


JOSEPH MANUEL MONTOYA was born September 24,
1915 in Peña Blanca, New Mexico. He was a Democratic U.S. Senator
from the State of New Mexico from 1965 until 1977. Montoya was
born. His parents, Thomas and Frances Montoya, were descendants of
eighteenth-century Spanish immigrants to New Mexico.

 


In 1957 Montoya was elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives in a special election after the sudden death of
the recently reelected New Mexican Congressman Antonio M.
Fernández. In Congress Montoya gained recognition as a political
moderate, a dedicated Democrat, and a diligent legislator --
qualities that earned him the esteem of his fellow legislators and
made him an effective congressman. Montoya died June 8, 1978.

 


HERBERT YOUNG CHO CHOY born January 6, 1916,
Makaweli, Hawaii was the first Asian American federal judge in the
history of the United States. He received his BA from the
University of Hawaii in 1938; and his JD from Harvard in 1941.
Prior to his placement as a federal judge, Choy worked as Army
Judge Advocate General from 1946 to 1947. After leaving the service
he began work with the private law firm of Fong Miho Choy &
Robinson from 1947 to 1957, where one of his partners was the
future Senator Hiram Fong. In 1957 he served as attorney general
for the Territory of Hawaii. In 1971, President Nixon appointed
Choy to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit,
where he actively served until 1984, when he took senior status.
Choy died March 10, 2004.

 


EDWARD ROSS ROYBAL born on February 10, 1916
served for thirty years as a Democrat in the United States House of
Representatives for the 30th district and later for the 25th
district of California and was a member of the Los Angeles City
Council for thirteen years. Roybal was born into a Mexican-American
family in Albuquerque, New Mexico that traced its roots back in the
area hundreds of years, beyond the founding of Santa Fe. He died
October 24, 2005at the age of 89 at Huntington Hospital in Pasadena
of respiratory failure complicated by pneumonia.

 


THOMAS J. "TOM" BRADLEY born on December 29,
1917 was the mayor of Los Angeles, California from 1973 to 1993
(five terms) and the second African American mayor of a major U.S.
city. He unsuccessfully ran for governor in 1982 and 1986. In 1982
he was narrowly defeated by then California Attorney General George
Deukmejian. In 1998 Bradley served for twenty years as mayor of Los
Angeles, surpassing Fletcher Bowron with the longest tenure in that
office. Bradley was offered a cabinet-level position in the
administration of President Jimmy Carter, which he refused. In
1984, Democratic presidential candidate Walter Mondale considered
Bradley as a finalist for the vice presidential nomination, which
eventually went to U.S. Rep. Geraldine Ferraro. Bradley died on
September 29, 1998 of a heart attack at the Kaiser Permanente
Medical Center in Los Angeles at age 80.

 


YOUNG-OAK KIM, born 1919 was the first Asian
American colonel to command a U.S. battalion Colonel was a highly
decorated U.S. Army veteran who fought in World War II and the
Korean War. He was a member of the U.S. 100th Infantry Battalion
and 442nd Regimental Combat Team and led many critical battles into
victory in Italy and France during World War II. He became the
first officer from an ethnic minority to command an Army combat
battalion in U.S. history while in Korea. Kim died of cancer Kim
December 29, 2005 at the age of 86.

 


EDWARD WILLIAM BROOKE III born October 26,
1919 is an American politician and was the first African American
to be elected by popular vote to the United States Senate when he
was elected as a Republican from Massachusetts in 1966 Born in
Washington, DC; Brooke was the son of a Veterans Administration
attorney. He was a U.S. Senator for two terms from January 3, 1967
to January 3, 1979.

 


In 1967 he served on the President's
Commission on Civil Disorders. He was a member of the liberal wing
of the Republican Party, and often had conflicts with President
Richard Nixon, particularly in 1970 when Brooke helped lead the
movement to stop the Senate confirmation of the President's nominee
to the Supreme Court, Harold Carswell. Brooke was re-elected in
1972, defeating Democrat John Droney 62%-34%. However, he lost much
of his popularity during his second term after a contentious and
widely-publicized divorce. He lost a bid for a third term in 1978
to Democratic Representative Paul Tsongas 55%-41%. After leaving
the Senate, he was a member of the Low Income Housing
Commission.

 


In September 2002, he was diagnosed with
breast cancer and since then, has assumed a national role in
raising awareness of the disease among men. On April 29, 2006 the
Massachusetts Republican Party awarded the first annual Edward
Brooke Award to former White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card at
their 2006 State Nominating Convention.

 


FLOYD MCKISSICK lawyer, civil rights leader
was born March 9, 1922 in Asheville, North Carolina. Upon
graduating from Morehouse College, McKissick became the first black
to study at North Carolina Law School. He opened a law practice in
Durham, North Carolina in 1960. McKissick became an active civil
rights worker, serving as national director of CORE, the Congress
of Racial Equality, from 1966 to 1968. He moved CORE from a
mainstream, pro-integration group into a militant organization
supporting black power. After he left CORE, McKissick helped create
Soul City, a black town in rural North Carolina. He was pastor of
the First Baptist Church in Soul City when he died April 28,
1991.

 


HAROLD LEE WASHINGTON born April 15, 1922 was
a lawyer, legislator and the first African American Mayor of
Chicago, serving from 1983 until his death on November 25, 1987. In
1965, he was elected as a Democratic representative to the Illinois
state legislature, becoming a State Senator in 1976. In 1980, he
was elected to the House of Representatives. Washington died
November 25, 1987of a heart attack in his office. Washington was
buried in Oak Woods Cemetery on the South Side of Chicago. In later
years, various city facilities and institutions would be renamed
after the late mayor to commemorate his legacy. The new building
housing the main branch of the Chicago Public Library, located at
400 South State Street, was named the Harold Washington Library
Center (the former main library becoming the Chicago cultural
center). According to the Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau
website, this is the world's largest public library. The former
Loop College in downtown Chicago was renamed Harold Washington
College. In addition to the downtown facilities, the 40,000
square-foot Harold Washington Cultural Center was opened to the
public in August, 2004, in the historic South Side neighborhood of
Bronzeville, at 4701 S. King Drive.

 


MARCH KONG FONG EU (Chinese: 江月桂, pinyin: Jiang Yuèguì) born 1922 in
Oakdale, California is an American politician of the Democratic
Party. She has earned a B.S. in dentistry from the University of
California, Berkeley in 1943, an M.A. from Mills College, and an
Ed.D from Stanford University in 1954. In 1966, Eu was elected to
the California Assembly, representing Oakland and Castro Valley for
four terms. She was elected California Secretary of State in 1974,
the first Asian American woman ever elected to a state
constitutional office in the United States. She is also of 2006 the
only women to hold position of California Secretary of State. Eu
was re-elected a record four times.

 


DANIEL KEN INOUYE (Japanese:ダニエル・イノウエ) (井上 born September 7, 1924) is a recipient of the
Medal of Honor and currently serves as the senior United States
Senator from Hawaii. He has been a senator for forty three years, a
distinction which few other current senators have achieved, and is
currently the third most senior member, after fellow Democrats
Robert Byrd and Ted Kennedy. He was also the first American of
Japanese descent to serve in the United States House of
Representatives and later the first in the Senate. He is a member
of the Democratic Party and has continuously represented Hawaii in
the United States Congress since it achieved statehood in 1959.
Inouye was born in Honolulu, the son of Japanese immigrants n 1943
he enlisted in the Army and was assigned to the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, which became one of the most highly-decorated units in
the history of the U.S. Army. During the World War II campaign in
Europe he received the Bronze Star and also the Distinguished
Service Cross, which was later upgraded to the Medal of Honor (see
the full citation here).

 


Although he lost his right arm in the war he
remained in the military until 1947, discharged with the rank of
captain. He went to college on the GI Bill. He graduated from the
University of Hawai'i at Manoa in 1950 with a B.A. in political
science. He earned his J.D. from The George Washington University
Law School in Washington, DC in 1953. Soon afterward he was elected
to the territorial legislature, of which he was a member until
shortly before Hawaii achieved statehood in 1959. He won a seat in
the United States House of Representatives as Hawaii's first full
member, and took office on August 21, 1959, when Hawaii became a
state. He was reelected in 1960.

 


In 1962 he was elected to the United States
Senate, succeeding fellow Democratic Sen. Oren E. Long. He has been
re-elected every six years, in 1968, 1974, 1980, 1986, 1992, 1998,
and 2004. He gained national attention for his service on the
Senate Watergate Committee. He was chairman of the Select Committee
on Intelligence from 1975 until 1979, and chairman of the Committee
on Indian Affairs from 1987 until 1995 and from 2001 until 2003.
Inouye was also involved in the Iran Contra investigations of the
1980s, chairing a special committee from 1987 until 1989. He was a
candidate for reelection to the Senate in 2004 and easily defeated
his Republican opponent, Campbell Cavasso.

 


SHIRLEY ANITA ST. HILL CHISHOLM, (chiz'um)
Shirley Anita St. Hill Chisholm November 30, 1924 was an American
politician, educator and author. She was a Congresswoman,
representing New York's 12th District for seven terms from
1969-1983. In 1968, she became the first African American woman
elected to Congress. On January 23, 1972, she became the first
African American and the first woman to make a serious bid to be
President of the United States.

 


She was born in Brooklyn, New York, as
Shirley St. Hill. Chisholm created controversy when she visited
rival and ideological opposite George Wallace in the hospital soon
after his shooting during that campaign. Several years later, when
Chisholm worked on a bill to give domestic workers the right to a
minimum wage, Wallace got her the votes of enough southern
congressmen to push the legislation through the House. Throughout
her tenure in Congress, Chisholm would work to improve
opportunities for inner-city residents. She was a vocal opponent of
the draft and supported spending increases for education,
healthcare and other social services, and reductions in military
spending. Chisholm retired to Florida and died January 1, 2005.

 


PATSY MATSU TAKEMOTO MINK (Japanese:
パッツィー・T・ミンク); born December 6, 1927 Mink was born on the
island of Maui. There she was raised by her parents, second
generation Japanese Americans or Nisei. Patsy T. Mink was the first
non-white woman to serve in Congress. She is celebrated as one of
the most important civil rights leaders, especially for writing the
Title IX Amendment which today preserves the rights of all genders
in education.

 


Mink was an American politician from the U.S.
state of Hawaii. Mink was a Japanese American and member of the
Democratic Party; she also was the Assistant United States
Secretary of State. Mink served in the U.S. House of
Representatives for a total of 12 terms, representing Hawaii's
second congressional district. While in Congress she was noted for
authoring the Title IX Amendment of the Higher Education Act. Mink
won her last election after her death. November 5, 2002. For her
significant contributions towards equal rights in the country,
Congress commissioned a likeness of her image to forever look down
upon those who tread through the halls of the United States
Capitol. They also renamed the Title IX Amendment of the Higher
Education Act to become the Patsy T. Mink Equal Opportunity in
Education Act.

 


Mink moved to Honolulu where she attended the
University of Hawaii at Manoa. She then transferred to the
University of Nebraska where she once again faced discrimination.
The university had a long standing racial segregation policy
whereby students of color were forced to live in the same
dormitories apart from the whites. An angered Mink organized and
created a coalition of students, parents, administrators, and
employees, alumni, sponsoring businesses and corporations and ended
the university's segregation policies. After her successful war
against segregation at the University of Nebraska, Mink moved back
to Honolulu to prepare for medical school. She received from the
University of Hawaii dual bachelor's degrees in zoology and
chemistry. However in 1948, none of the twenty medical schools to
which she applied would accept women. A disappointed Mink decided
the best way to force medical schools to accept women would be
through the judicial process. Mink decided to go to law school.

 


Mink applied to the University of Chicago Law
School. It, too, had a policy against accepting women but the
admissions committee had thought Patsy was a proper man's name.
They only found out she was a woman when she arrived in Chicago.
Mink obtained her doctorate of jurisprudence in 1951. On August 30,
2002, Mink was hospitalized in Honolulu's Straub Clinic and
Hospital with complications from chickenpox. Her condition steadily
worsened, and on September 28, 2002, Mink died in Honolulu of viral
pneumonia, at age 74. Hawaii and the nation mourned as President
George W. Bush ordered all flags to be lowered to half mast in
honor of her contributions towards the equal rights of Americans.
Mink received a national memorial and was honored with a state
funeral in the Hawaii State Capitol Rotunda attended by leaders and
members of Congress. She is buried at the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific.

 


ALOYISUS LEON HIGGINBOTHAM, JR. born February
2, 1928 was a prominent African-American civic leader, author, and
federal appeals court judge in the United States. He generally used
the name Leon informally. Higginbotham attended Purdue University
and Antioch College where he earned his B.A. in 1949. He graduated
from Yale Law School in 1952. In 1969, he became the first black
trustee of Yale University.

 


Higginbotham practiced law, and served in
many government positions including: Philadelphia County assistant
district attorney; a special hearing officer for conscientious
objectors to the draft (1960-62); on the Federal Trade Commission
(1962-64). He became a federal judge in 1964, and in 1977 became a
judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.
In 1968 he served on President Lyndon B. Johnson's Kerner
Commission. He was Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals from
1990-1991. After he retired from the bench in 1993, he joined Paul,
Weiss, Rifkind, and Wharton & Garrison as a counsel and Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy School of Government as a professor.
He held both positions for the remainder of his life.

 


He worked with groups trying to establish
credibility in their policies towards black people. Most notably he
was one of the international mediators of the first inter-racial
elections in South Africa in 1994, and was an advisor to the senior
management of Texaco when they were accused of not treating black
people fairly. He received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in
1995. He was awarded the Spingarn Medal in 1996. The Lawyers'
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law named its annual A. Leon
Higginbotham Corporate Leadership Award after Judge Higgenbotham.
Higgenbotham died December 14, 1998.

 


MANUEL LUJAN, JR. (born May 12, 1928) is a
Republican politician from New Mexico who served as the United
States Secretary of the Interior from 1989 to 1993 and in the U.S.
House of Representatives from 1969 to 1989. He was born May 12,
1928, into the prominent family of Manuel and Lorenzita (Romero)
Lujan, Sr. His father served as mayor of Santa Fe and was an
unsuccessful candidate for governor and Congress. In addition to
his congressional duties, Lujan has represented New Mexico as a
delegate to every Republican National Convention from 1972 to 2004.
In 1980, he was a featured speaker at the convention on the night
delegates met to nominate a vice presidential candidate. Since
leaving office, Lujan has worked as a lobbyist and a public
speaker. In 2004, he launched the Hispanic Alliance for Progress
Institute, a conservative think-tank focusing on economic and
"family values" issues from a Hispanic perspective.

Lujan's tenure at the Interior Department has
since been commemorated with an award in his honor. Each year, the
department presents the "Manuel Lujan, Jr. Champion Award" to
employees who exhibit "outstanding work in carrying out the
department's mission."

 


JOHN CONYERS, JR. (born May 16, 1929) is a
U.S. Congressman from Michigan. Conyers is a leading figure in the
Democratic Party and the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC). He's
currently Ranking Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee and is
one of the 13 founding members of the Congressional Black Caucus
(considered the Dean of that group). Formed in 1969, the CBC was
founded to strengthen African-American lawmakers' ability to
address the legislative concerns of Black and minority citizens. He
has served longer in Congress than any other African-American. In
1971, he was one of the original members of Nixon's Enemies
List.

 


HERMAN BADILLO born August 21, 1929 in
Caguas, Puerto Rico is a Bronx, New York politician who has been a
borough president, United States Representative, and candidate for
Mayor of New York City. He was the first Puerto Rican to be elected
to these posts (and run for mayor) in the United States (outside of
Puerto Rico). In 1970, Badillo was elected to the United States
House of Representatives from New York's 21st District in the South
Bronx, thus becoming the first Puerto Rican to so serve. He was
also re-elected for three subsequent consecutive terms. He also
gained a seat on the Committee on Education and Labor. Through his
efforts, job training for unemployed non-English speaking citizens
were included in the "Comprehensive Manpower Act of 1973".

Badillo also served on the Banking, Finance
and Urban Affairs Committee, and the Small Business Committee where
he had a seat on the Minority Enterprise and General Oversight
Sub-committee. During his time in office he supported legislation
intended to fight various forms of discrimination including age and
marital status discrimination in employment. Although he would
later become a vociferous opponent of bilingual education, as a
congressman Badillo was one of the first champions of funding for
bilingual education programs.

 


CHARLES BERNARD RANGEL (born June 11, 1930 in
Harlem) is an American politician. He has been a Democratic member
of the United States House of Representatives since 1971,
representing the Fifteenth Congressional District of New York. His
district was numbered the Eighteenth District from 1971-1973; the
Nineteenth District from 1973-1983; and the Sixteenth District from
1983-1993. Rangel's district encompasses Upper Manhattan and
includes such neighborhoods as Harlem, Spanish Harlem, Washington
Heights, Inwood, and part of the Upper West Side. He was born in
New York City and served in the United States Army from 1948 to
1952, earning a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star for his service in
the Korean War. He attended New York University and obtained a
degree in Law from St. John's University. Rangel served in the New
York State Assembly from 1966 to 1970, when he was elected to the
House, defeating long-time Congressman Adam Clayton Powell in the
Democratic primary. His first committee assignment was on the House
Judiciary Committee where he participated in the impeachment
hearings against President Richard Nixon. He is now the Ranking
Member of the Committee on Ways and Means and Chairman of the Board
of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. He co-founded
the Congressional Black Caucus, where he has also served as
chairman, and of which he continues to be a member. He is currently
the fourth-longest serving Democratic House member, behind John
Dingell, John Conyers and Dave Obey. Rangel is also noteworthy for
his willingness to risk arrest for participating in political
protests.

 


Most recently, on July 13, 2004, he was the
first of three sitting US House members to be arrested on
trespassing charges, for protesting alleged human rights abuses in
Sudan in front of the Sudanese Embassy in Washington. Later in the
week of July 13, 2004, Congressman Bobby Rush of Illinois and
Congressman Joe Hoeffel of Pennsylvania would also be arrested at
the Sudanese Embassy. Nearly two decades previously, Rangel had
been arrested for participating in an anti-apartheid rally in front
of the South African Embassy in Washington. On March 15, 1999,
Congressman Rangel was arrested along with two other prominent
African-American leaders (civil rights activist Al Sharpton and
former Mayor David Dinkins), for protesting the fatal shooting of
Amadou Diallo, an African-American, by four white New York City
police officers.

 


RON DE LUGO born August 2, 1930 in Englewood,
New Jersey was the first Delegate from the United States Virgin
Islands to the United States House of Representatives. He served in
the United States Army, serving as a program director and announcer
for the Armed Forces Radio Service. He worked at WSTA radio, St.
Thomas, and at WIVI radio, St. Croix. He was a Virgin Islands
territorial Senator, a Democratic National Committeeman, the
administrator for St. Croix, the representative of the Virgin
Islands to Washington, D.C., and a delegate to the Democratic
National Conventions in 1956, 1960, 1964 and 1968. De Lugo was
elected as a Democrat to the House, serving from January 3, 1973 -
January 3, 1979. He was not a candidate for reelection in 1978, but
was an unsuccessful candidate for election as Governor of the
Virgin Islands. He was elected to the House again, serving from
January 3, 1981 - January 3, 1995.

 


GUY VANDER JAGT Guy Vander Jagt is a former
Republican member of the U.S. House of Representatives from
Michigan. He is of Dutch ancestry. He was born in Cadillac,
Michigan, on August 26, 1931. He began preaching at the Tustin
Presbyterian Church while a high school student. He graduated from
Hope College in Holland, in 1953, and won several state and
national public speaking competitions. He next attended Yale
Divinity School, graduating in 1957. In 1964, he was elected to the
Michigan State Senate. However, he almost immediately began
considering a run for the United States Senate against 9th District
Congressman Robert Griffin in 1966.

 


Unable to raise the money for a Senate run,
in 1966, he ran instead to fill his opponent's House seat and won.
He was sworn in as soon as the results were certified, as Griffin
had been appointed to the Senate. He was reelected 12 times, never
facing truly serious opposition in a district widely considered to
be the most Republican district in Michigan. VanderJagt was
described by President Nixon as "the best public speaker in
America.”

 


NORMAN YOSHIO MINETA born November 12, 1931
is a Democratic American politician, and one of the most successful
Asian-American politicians in U.S. history. Mineta most recently
served in the President's Cabinet of George W. Bush as the United
States Secretary of Transportation, the only Democratic Cabinet
Secretary in the Republican George W. Bush Administration. On June
23, 2006, Mineta announced his resignation after five years and six
months as Secretary of Transportation, effective July 7, 2006,
making him the longest-serving Transportation Secretary in the
Department's history.

 


Mineta was born in San Jose, California, to
Japanese immigrant parents. During World War II the Mineta family,
were detained in the Heart Mountain internment camp near Cody,
Wyoming, along with thousands of other Japanese immigrants and
Japanese Americans.As a detainee in the camp, Mineta, a Cub Scout,
met fellow Scout Alan K. Simpson, future U.S. Senator from Wyoming,
who often visited the Scouts in the internment camp with his troop.
The two became, and have remained, close friends and political
allies.

 


In 1971 he ran against 14 other candidates to
replace James. Mineta won every precinct in the election, and with
over 60% of the total vote, and was elected the 59th Mayor of San
Jose, becoming the first Asian American mayor of a major U.S. city.
As mayor, Mineta ended the city's 20 year old policy of rapid
growth by annexation, creating development free areas in East and
South San Jose. He was appointed United States Secretary of
Transportation by President George W. Bush in 2001, a post he was
originally offered eight years previously by Bill Clinton. He is
the only Democrat to have served in Bush's cabinet and also the
first Secretary of Transportation to have previously served in a
cabinet position. He became the first Asian-American to hold the
position, and only the fifth person to be a member of Cabinet under
Presidents from different political parties.

 


During the September 11, 2001 attacks, Mineta
issued an order to ground all civilian aircraft traffic for the
first time in U.S. history resulting in Operation Yellow Ribbon. On
September 21, 2001, Mineta sent a letter to all U.S. airlines
forbidding them from practicing profiling; or subjecting Middle
Eastern or Muslim passengers to a heightened degree of pre-flight
scrutiny. He stated that it was illegal for the airlines to
discriminate against passengers based on their race, color,
national or ethnic origin or religion. The Norman Y. Mineta San
José International Airport in San Jose was named after him in
November 2001 when Mineta was serving as Secretary of
Transportation. The Mineta Transportation Institute, located at San
José State University, was also named after him.

 


RICHARD GORDON HATCHER was born July 10, 1933
in Michigan City, Indiana was a politician, law professor and
became the first African-American mayor of Gary, Indiana on January
1, 1968. He had won election the previous November as one of the
first black mayors elected in a major Northern industrial city and
the first in the state of Indiana. He was elected mayor of Gary in
1967 and served until 1987. Hatcher was also a longtime friend and
advisor to the Rev. Jesse Jackson. He served as Jackson's campaign
chairman in the 1984 presidential race and as an advisor in the
1988 race.

 


He served as a deputy prosecutor for Lake
County, Ind., from 1961 to 1963, when he was elected to Gary's city
council. Hatcher started his own consulting firm, R. Gordon Hatcher
& Associates, in 1988, and he began teaching law at Valparaiso
University in 1989. He then became an adjunct professor in
African-American studies at Indiana University Northwest.

 


BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL born April 13, 1933.
Campbell was born in Auburn, California. His mother, Mary Vierra,
was a Portuguese immigrant who had come to the U.S. at age. For
some time he was the only American Indian in U. S. Congress,
Republican senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell is also a Northern
Cheyenne chief. He was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives
from Colorado in 1987 and served in the U.S. Senate from 1992-2004.
Campbell also serves as one of the 44 member Council of Chiefs of
the Northern Cheyenne Nation.

 


Campbell was a leader in policy dealing with
natural resources and public lands and initiated legislation to
found the National Museum of the American Indian within the
Smithsonian Institution. He declined running for a third term in
the Senate, citing health and personal reasons, but in November
2004, hinted at a was captain of the U.S. Olympic judo team in
1964. He is also a rancher, horse trainer, and jewelry
designer.

 


MINNIE JOYCELYN ELDERS born August 13, 1933
in Schaal, Arkansas was the United States Surgeon General from
September 8, 1993 to December 31, 1994, most famous for her
outspokenness on sensitive issues of public health. She was born
Minnie Lee Jones in Schaal, Arkansas. In college, she changed her
name to Minnie Joycelyn Lee. In 1987 Governor Bill Clinton
appointed Elders Director of the Arkansas Department of Health. Her
accomplishments in this position included a tenfold increase in the
number of early childhood screenings annually and almost a doubling
of the immunization rate for two-year-olds in Arkansas. In 1992,
she was elected President of the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officers.

 


In 1993 after Clinton was elected president,
he appointed her United States Surgeon General, making her the
first African American, and the second woman, to hold the position
(Antonia Novello was the first). As surgeon general, Elders quickly
established a reputation for controversy. Like many of the surgeons
general before her, she was an outspoken advocate of a variety of
health-related causes, some of which were quite unconventional. She
argued for greater drug legalization, and she was a strong backer
of President Clinton's plan for national health care.

 


In 1994, she was invited to speak at a United
Nations conference on AIDS. She was asked whether it would be
appropriate to promote masturbation as a means of preventing young
people from engaging in riskier forms of sexual activity, and she
replied, "I think that it is part of human sexuality, and perhaps
it should be taught." This remark caused great controversy,
especially among conservative Christian groups and right wing
interests in the United States. Under great political pressure
President Clinton asked for her resignation.

 


ROY EMILE ALFREDO INNIS born June 6, 1934, in
St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands is currently the National Chairman
of the Congress of Racial Equality (also known as CORE). He has
been Chairman since his election to the position 1968. In recent
years, CORE and Innes have been closely associated with a number of
projects involving big corporate backers, including Monsanto and
ExxonMobil. Before becoming National Chairman, he championed
community-controlled education and African-American empowerment
during the early 1960s. In 1965 he was elected Chairman of the
Harlem chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality Roy Innis is a
nationally known advocate of Second Amendment rights.

 


PAULL SHIN, Washington state senator; Korean
adoptee Paull Shin (Shin, Ho Bom) born 1935 is a Korean American
member of the Washington State Senate, the first Korean American
ever elected to the Washington State Legislature. Orphaned at the
age of four, he lived on the streets of Seoul until the outbreak of
the Korean War in 1950, at which point he became a houseboy to a
group of U.S. Army officers. In 1954, one of them, a dentist named
Ray Paull, adopted Shin and took him home to Salt Lake City, Utah.
He is a member of the Democratic Party, elected from the 21st
Legislative District, which includes Woodway, Edmonds, Mukilteo,
and portions of Lynnwood and Mountlake Terrace, Washington. Senator
Shin currently serves on the Senate committees for International
Trade & Economic Development (Chair), Agriculture & Rural
Economic Development (Vice Chair), and Early Learning, K-12 &
Higher Education.

 


BALTASAR CORRADA DEL RÍO (born April 12,
1935) is a former politician from Puerto Rico. He held various high
political offices in the island, including President of the Puerto
Rico Civil Rights Commission, Resident Commissioner (1977-1985),
Mayor of the capital city of San Juan (1985-1989), Secretary of
State (1993-1995) and Associate Justice to the Supreme Court
(1995-2005). He was also an unsuccessful candidate for Governor in
the elections of 1988. He is the brother of Alvaro Corrada del Río,
Roman Catholic Bishop of Tyler, Texas.

 


BARBARA CHARLINE JORDAN February 21, 1936 in
Houston, Texas's Fifth Ward was an American politician from Texas.
She served as a member of Congress from 1973 to 1979. Her parents
were Rev. Benjamin M. Jordan and Arlyne (Patten) Jordan. Active in
the Kennedy-Johnson presidential campaign of 1960, Jordan wanted to
be a part of change. She unsuccessfully ran for the Texas House of
Representatives in 1962 and 1964. Her persistence won her a seat in
the Texas Senate in 1966, becoming the first African American state
senator since 1883 and the first black woman to serve in that body.
Reelected to a full term in the Texas Senate in 1968, she served
until 1972. She was the first African-American female to serve as
president pro tem of the state senate and served briefly as acting
governor of Texas in 1972.

 


In 1972, she was elected to the United States
House of Representatives, becoming the first black woman from a
Southern state to serve in the House. She received extensive
support from former President Lyndon Johnson, who helped her secure
a position on the House Judiciary Committee. After winning
re-election, in 1974, she made an influential televised speech
before the House Judiciary Committee supporting the impeachment of
President Richard Nixon. Her legislative accomplishments include
the renewal of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and expansion of that
act to cover language minorities.

 


This extended protection to Hispanics in
Texas which was opposed by Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe and
Secretary of State Mark White. Her speech at the 1976 Democratic
National Convention is considered by many historians to have been
the best convention keynote speech in modern history. She sponsored
the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977, legislation that required
banks to lend and make services available to underserved poor and
minority communities. Jordan retired from politics in 1979 and
became a professor at the University of Texas at Austin Lyndon B.
Johnson School of Public Affairs. She again was a keynote speaker
at the Democratic National Convention in 1992. In 1995, Jordan
chaired a congressional commission that advocated increased
restriction of immigration and increased penalties on employers
that violated US immigration regulations.

 


Jordan was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom in 1994. It was only one of many honors given her,
including election into both the Texas and National Women's Hall of
Fame. Jordan died January 17, 1996. On January 19, 1996, Jordan lay
in state at the LBJ Library on the campus of The University of
Texas at Austin. She was buried in the Texas State Cemetery in
Austin, and was the first black woman interred there. Her papers
are housed at the Barbara Jordan Archives at Texas Southern
University.

 


COLIN LUTHER POWELL General Colin Luther
Powell, United States Army (Ret.) born April 5, 1937 was the 65th
United States Secretary of State, serving from January 20, 2001 to
January 23, 2005 under President George W. Bush. Nominated by Bush
on December 16, 2000 and unanimously confirmed by the United States
Senate, Powell became the third highest ranking non-Caucasian
government official in the history of the United States behind only
Supreme court justices Thurgood Marshall and Clarence Thomas.

 


He became the highest ranking
African-American in the executive branch and was the highest
ranking African-American in the military in the history of the
United States. (Powell has also been joined by his successor,
Condoleezza Rice). As a general in the United States Army, Powell
also served as National Security Advisor (1987-1989) and Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (1989-1993). Colin Powell was born in
New York City in 1937, and was raised in the South Bronx, in the
once-infamous Hunts Point neighborhood. He always spoke warmly of
his parents, Luther Theophilus Powell and Maud Ariel Powell, as
loving and hard-working. They immigrated from Jamaica to the United
States

 


ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON (born June 13, 1937) is
the non-voting Delegate from the District of Columbia to the United
States House of Representatives (map). She was born in Washington,
D.C., and attended Antioch College, Yale University (M.A. 1963) and
Yale University Law School (L.L.B 1964).

 


Norton worked as a lawyer in private
practice, and then became a law clerk to Federal District Court
Judge Aloyisus Leon Higginbotham, Jr. She has served as an
assistant legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union,
adjunct assistant professor at New York University Law School,
executive assistant to the Mayor of New York, chair of the New York
City Commission on Human Rights, Chairwoman of the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, a senior fellow of the Urban
Institute, and a professor at Georgetown University Law Center.

 


Norton was elected in 1990 as a Democratic
non-voting delegate to the House, and took office on January 3,
1991. Unlike a full Representative, the delegate from the District
of Columbia is not permitted a legislative vote. Also, she may
speak only on behalf of the District and vote only in committee,
not on the House floor. The District, which has no Senate member at
all, shares its limited form of Congressional representation with
Puerto Rico and three other U.S. territories: Guam, American Samoa,
and the US Virgin Islands. Unlike those territories or any other
place in the United States, citizens are subject to all federal
laws, including taxation, despite not being represented in
Congress.

 


SOLOMON PORFIRIO ORTIZ (June 3, 1937 -
Robstown, Texas) is an American politician from the State of Texas
who currently serves in the United States House of Representatives
from the 27th Texas Congressional district (map) based in Corpus
Christi.

 


Solomon Porfirio Ortiz was a Methodist born
in Robstown, Nueces County, Texas. His family had migrated to Texas
from Mexico. During his time in the House, he has maintained a
moderate voting record, with a reputation of bipartisanship. His
voting record is not as liberal as has become typical of Hispanic
Democrats--for example, he opposes abortion in most circumstances.
He is also currently serving as the Dean of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus.

 


JULIA M. CARSON (born Julia May Porter on
July 8, 1938) is Member of the United States House of
Representatives from Indiana, representing the 7th district. She
has been a member of the House since 1997. She is the first woman
and first African American to represent the 7th District

 


ANTONIO J. COLORADO LAGUNA (born September 8,
1939) is a lawyer and politician from New York City, New York, USA.
He served as Secretary of State and Resident Commissioner of Puerto
Rico for the administration of Rafael Hernández Colón. From 1966 to
1968 he served as legal tax adviser to the Economic Development
Administration of Puerto Rico, and from 1968 to 1969 he served as
the executive assistant to the economic development administrator
of Puerto Rico. He began a law practice in 1969, and became a
member of the Puerto Rico Tax Reform Commission Subcommittee in
1973. In 1992, Colorado was appointed Resident Commissioner to fill
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Jaime B. Fuster, who was
appointed associate justice of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico. In
the United States House of Representatives Colorado tried to
address problems faced by Puerto Ricans, such as crime and drug
abuse, and requested additional Medicaid support for the
Island.

 


CHANG-JUN "JAY" KIM ((Korean: 김창준, Hanja: 金昌準) Born March 27, 1939 is a politician from the
U.S. state of California. Kim was born in Seoul, South Korea.
During the Korean War, his home was destroyed. He immigrated to the
United States in 1961. Kim was elected to the city council of
Diamond Bar, a newly incorporated suburb of Los Angeles, in 1990
and elected mayor the next year. He was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1992 as a Republican from the newly-created 41st
District, making him the first Korean-American elected to the
United States Congress.

 


BENJAMIN JEROME "BEN" CAYETANO (born November
14, 1939) Kalihi, Hawaii served as the fifth Governor of the State
of Hawaii from 1994 to 2002. He is the first Filipino American to
serve as a state governor in the United States. Cayetano joined the
John D. Waihee III gubernatorial ticket in 1986 and became the
first Filipino American Lieutenant Governor in the United States.
Both statesmen were re-elected to a second term in 1990. In his
capacity as Lieutenant Governor, Cayetano established the A+
Program. It was an ambitious state-funded universal after-school
care program with chartered organizations at each public elementary
school in Hawaii. The A+ Program became a model for other school
boards across the country to create similar projects.

 


MIKE HONDA Michael Makoto Honda (born June
27, 1941 in Walnut Grove, California) and spent his early childhood
in an internment camp in Colorado. He is a Japanese American
Democratic politician. He currently serves as Congressman for
California's 15th congressional district, which encompasses Silicon
Valley.

 


A science teacher, he served as the principal
at two public schools. In 1971, Honda was appointed by San Jose
Mayor Norman Mineta to San Jose's Planning Commission, and won
election to the San Jose Unified School Board in 1981. He was a
member of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors (1990) and
the California State Assembly (1996-2001). Honda was elected to the
U.S. House as a Democrat in 2000, succeeding Republican Tom
Campbell. As of 2003, he is a member of the Science Committee and
the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and serves as
Regional Whip for Northern California and Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus. Honda is most famous
for introducing resolution AJR 27, which demanded Japan to
apologize and compensate for its WW2 actions. Rep. Honda has
consistently supported the causes of civil rights groups, such as
the NAACP and Human Rights Campaign.

 


ROBERT MATSUI Robert Takeo Matsui
(松井 武男, September 17, 1941)
was an American politician from the state of California. Matsui was
a member of the Democratic Party and served 13 terms in the U.S.
House of Representatives as the congressman for California's 5th
congressional district. A third-generation Japanese American,
Matsui was born in Sacramento, California and was six months old
when he and his family were taken from Sacramento and interned by
the U.S. government at the Tule Lake War Relocation Center in 1942.
1988, Matsui succeeded in helping pass the Japanese-American
Redress Act, which produced an official apology from the Federal
government for the World War II internment program and offered
token compensation to victims. He was also instrumental in the
designation of Manzanar internment camp as a national historic site
and in obtaining land in Washington, D.C. for the memorial to
Japanese American patriotism in World War II. Matsui entered
Bethesda Naval Hospital on December 24, 2004 with pneumonia. It was
a complication from Myelodysplastic syndrome, a rare stem cell
disorder that causes an inability of the bone marrow to produce
blood products, such as red blood cells, white blood cells and
platelets. He died on January 1, 2005.

 


ANTHONY "TONY" COELHO born June 15, 1942 in
rural Los Banos, California is a former United States congressman
and House Majority Whip from California. He currently chairs the
Epilepsy Foundation's national board of directors.

 


GENERAL ERIC KEN SHINSEKI (born November 28,
1942) served as the 34th Chief of Staff of the United States Army
(1999 - 2003). He is the first Asian American four-star general in
U.S. history and the first Asian American to lead one of the four
military services. In 1998 he was named vice chief of staff of the
army, and was chief of staff from 1999 until he retired in 2003.
During his tenure, he initiated an innovative but controversial
plan to make the Army more strategically deployable and mobile in
urban terrain by creating Stryker Interim-Force Brigade Combat
Teams. His long-term initiative was called Objective Force and the
main long-term weapons program he pushed was the Future Combat
Systems.

 


JAMES J. YEE (Chinese: 余百康 or 余?素福) is an
American former United States Army chaplain with the rank of
captain. He is best known for being subject to an intense
investigation by the United States, but charges were later dropped.
Yee, a Chinese American, was born in New Jersey. All court-martial
charges against Yee were quietly dropped on March 19, 2004, and he
was released to resume his duties. In April the noncriminal charges
of adultery and storing pornography on government computers were
dropped. He retired from the US military with an honorable
discharge in January, but he is also seeking an apology. In October
2005, Yee published his book, For God and Country: Faith and
Patriotism, Under Fire. In it Yee writes that he was kept in
solitary confinement for seventy-six days, and that he was forced
to undergo sensory deprivation.

 


ENI FA'AUA'A HUNKIN FALEOMAVAEGA, JR., also
known as Eni F. H. Faleomavaega (born August 15, 1943) is the
Congressional delegate to the United States House of
Representatives from American Samoa (map). Faleomavaega was born in
Vailoatai Village, and attended Brigham Young University, the
University of Houston Law School and the University of California,
Berkeley. He served in the United States Army from 1966 to 1969,
and as an officer in the United States Army Reserve from 1982 to
1989.

 


LINDA CHAVEZ-THOMPSON (born August 3, 1944,
in Lubbock, Texas) is a Hispanic-American trade union leader. She
is the executive vice-president of the AFL-CIO, a vice chair of the
Democratic National Committee and a member of the board of trustees
of United Way of America. In 1997, she was appointed a member of
Advisory Board to President Clinton's One America Initiative.

 


DORIS OKADA MATSUI (born September 25, 1944
in an Internment Camp at Poston, Arizona and grew up in Dinuba, in
California's Central Valley.) is an American politician of the
Democratic Party who represents the Fifth Congressional District of
California (Sacramento County, map) in the United States House of
Representatives. Following the death on January 1, 2005 of her
husband, Bob Matsui, who represented the district for twenty-six
years, she was elected as his replacement in a special election on
March 8, 2005. She took the oath on March 10, 2005.

 


DANIEL ANDREW MICA, Born February 4, 1944 in
Binghamton, Broome County, N.Y., is a Democratic Politician and US
Representative from Florida. Administrative assistant to US
Representative Paul Rogers, 1968-1978; elected as a Democrat to the
Ninety-sixth and to the four succeeding Congresses (January 3,
1979-January 3, 1989).

 


THOMAS JOSEPH RIDGE (born August 26, 1945
near Pittsburgh) is a U.S. political figure who served as a member
of the United States House of Representatives (1983-1995), Governor
of Pennsylvania (1995 - 2001), Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security (2001-2003), and the first United States
Secretary of Homeland Security (2003 - 2005). Born in Munhall,
Pennsylvania, in Pittsburgh's Steel Valley, the son of a travelling
salesman and Navy veteran, he was the oldest of three children. His
mother's family of Ruthenian ethnicity came from Slovakia; his
father's ancestors were Irish and Cherokee. In January 2003 and
after the passage of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, the Office
of Homeland Security split into a Cabinet-level Department, the
Department of Homeland Security, and the White House Homeland
Security Advisory Council. Ridge left the White House and became
the first Secretary of Homeland Security.

 


The Department's Mission "is to (A) prevent
terrorist attacks within the United States; (B) reduce the
vulnerability of the United States to terrorism; and (C) minimize
the damage, and assist in the recovery, from terrorist attacks that
do occur within the United States" (From H.R. 5005-8 the Homeland
Security Act of 2002). The newly created Department was the most
comprehensive reorganization of the Federal government since the
National Security Act of 1947. The Department of Homeland Security
consolidates 22 agencies and 180,000 employees, unifying
once-fragmented Federal functions in a single agency dedicated to
protecting America from terrorism. Ridge worked with the employees
from combined agencies to strengthen borders, provide for
intelligence analysis and infrastructure protection, improve the
use of science and technology to counter weapons of mass
destruction, and to create a comprehensive response and recovery
division.

 


ROBERT CORTEZ "BOBBY" SCOTT (born April 30,
1947 in Washington, D.C) is a Democratic politician from the U.S.
state of Virginia, currently representing the state's 3rd
Congressional district in the United States House of
Representatives. Scott was elected to the Virginia House of
Delegates as a Democrat in 1977 and he was elected to the Senate of
Virginia in 1982. He first ran for Congress in 1986 in 1992, he was
elected to the Congress in Virginia's 3rd District, which was
created after the Department of Justice directed the Virginia
legislature to draw a black-majority district after the 1990
census. He is the first African American Representative from
Virginia since Reconstruction, and has been reelected five times
with no substantive opposition. Also, having a maternal grandfather
of Filipino ancestry gives Rep. Scott the distinction of being the
first American with Filipino heritage to serve in the United States
Congress. Scott is opposed to the Death Penalty and the Patriot
Act. He was one of three representatives to vote against a
resolution condemning the Elk Grove Unified School District v.
Newdow decision regarding the Pledge of Allegiance.

 


CAROL MOSELEY BRAUN (born August 16, 1947 in
Chicago, Illinois) is an American politician and lawyer, who was
the first (and to date only) black woman elected to the United
States Senate (representing Illinois). She briefly participated as
a candidate for the Democratic nomination in the 2004 U.S.
presidential election. As an attorney, Moseley Braun was a
prosecutor in the United States Attorney's office in Chicago from
1973 to 1977. An Assistant United States Attorney, she worked
primarily in the civil, appellate law areas, and tried cases of
national importance. Her work in housing, health policy, and
environmental law won her the Attorney General's Special
Achievement Award.

 


She subsequently received over 300 awards for
achievements in the public interest. She left the US Attorney's
office in 1977 Moseley Braun was first elected to public office in
1978, as a member of the Illinois House of Representatives. There,
she rose to the post of assistant majority leader. As a State
Representative, she became recognized as a champion for education,
governmental reform, and civil rights. As early as 1984, she
proposed a moratorium on the application in Illinois of the death
penalty. Moreover, in what became a landmark reapportionment case,
Crosby vs. State Board of Elections, she successfully sued her own
party and the state of Illinois on behalf of African American and
Hispanic citizens. When she left the state legislature in 1987, her
colleagues recognized her in a resolution as "the conscience of the
House." That same year, she was elected as Cook County, Illinois
Recorder of Deeds, a post she held for four years.

 


In 1991, angered by incumbent Democratic
senator Alan Dixon's vote to confirm Clarence Thomas, Moseley Braun
challenged him in the primary election. Candidate Albert Hofeld's
campaign ran many anti-Dixon ads, and Braun won the primary. In
1992, she became the first African American woman to be elected to
the United States Senate. Her election marked the first time
Illinois had elected a woman and the first time the Democratic
Party had elected a black to the United States Senate. She was one
of two African Americans to serve in the Senate in the 20th
Century, and was the sole African American in the Senate from 1992
to 1998.

 


The sole woman member of the Senate Finance
Committee, she advocated successfully for retirement security and
health care support for working men and women. Her record of
service exemplified her commitment to keep the election promises
she made to the voters of Illinois. While in the Senate, she also
served on the Banking and Judiciary Committees. Among the
highlights of her wide-ranging legislative work she spearheaded
debate on repairing the nation's crumbling schools sponsored the
Brownfield’s tax law that provided essential impetus and support
for environmental remediation helped to craft a tax policy that
assisted widows to obtain pension benefits, restored the interest
deduction on college loans, encouraged retirement savings, and
expanded opportunities for the poor to receive the Earned Income
Tax Credit supported laws to enact a Balanced Budget Amendment even
when many Democrats were not pleased with it pushed through farm
legislation, transportation support, and economic security
initiatives of value to the people of Illinois and to the nation
sponsored the creation of the Sacagawea dollar coin, honoring the
contributions of women of color to this nation sponsored the
authorization of the Park Service's historic preservation of the
Underground Railroad, preserving an essential part of our nation's
legacy of progress on race and civil rights was a consistent and
strong voice for equal opportunity, the prevention of
discrimination on the basis of race, gender or sexual orientation,
reproductive freedom, and social and economic justice.
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