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Up Now

Before the midnight
cry!

Learn from the parables of
the wise and foolish—

the wise maidens and the
wise man who built upon Rock!

 


God is about to pour out His
Spirit one last time, before the great and terrible day of the
Lord. Be ready before that day comes!

 


 


“They
shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, my special possession
on the day when I act,
and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves
him” (Malachi 3:17).
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 Introduction

Jesus warned believers:
“But take heed to yourselves lest your hearts be
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this
life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; for it will
come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. But watch
at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
man” (Luke 21:34-36).

We must
pay close attention to Christ’s warnings, be prepared for the
coming trouble, and pray for strength to escape these things.
Please note: “may have strength”
is properly translated as “may have exceeding
godliness to be deemed entitled or qualified” to escape the coming
trouble.

Unfortunately, indulgences,
entertainment, a lukewarm relationship with Christ, love of this
world, and false doctrine have taken their toll. Millions of
Christians are slumbering and not paying attention to the
overwhelming signs of Christ’s imminent appearance and the trouble
preceding that blessed day.

Prophesies of Christ and
the disciples are being fulfilled right before our eyes. The birth
pangs Jesus spoke about are increasing with intensity and
frequency. We will not know the day or hour of Christ’s appearance,
but He expects the true Christian to know the season and to be
ready.

Others expect Christ to
appear at any moment to rescue them before trouble comes. However,
in this passage, Christ clearly says that one must be watching at
all times and diligently praying for strength to endure until
Christ appears.

Far too many church-going
Christians have taken it easy like the foolish in many of Christ’s
parables. Even many of those who are wise do not understand the
trouble that lies ahead—before the rapture occurs.

We must
wake up, watch at all times, and be ready to endure to the end with
godly, spiritual strength and true holiness and consecration.
Christ said of this hour that is now upon the world, including
America, “But he who endures to the end
will be saved” (Matthew
24:13).

False teachers have twisted
what Christ taught about His appearance in the clouds and the
rapture. Read what our Lord said, specifically, about the Great
Tribulation and the rapture occurring at the end of that terrible
time:

“But in
those days, after that
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then
they will see the Son of man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. And then
he will send out the angels,
and gather his
elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson:
as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking
place, you know that he is near, at the very gates”
(Mark 13:24-29 underline
added).

There can be no more
straddling the fence on the rapture issue; many are nonchalant as
to when Christ appears to rapture the true saints. The notion that
when the rapture occurs is a nonessential issue, and should not
cause departure from fellowshipping with one another is
error.

To the contrary, those who
embrace and preach a pre-tribulation rapture position give
Christians false peace and subject them to the great risk of not
being ready for the coming trouble.

To that end, this work
concentrates on correcting these false teachings and provides sound
doctrine on how to become ready when Christ appears, how to be
prepared for the coming trouble, and how to be ready in holiness,
wisdom, and character in order to be used by God on the “day” that
He acts. There will be a final true move of God to awaken a sleepy
Church—then great trouble that causes masses of the lost and
backslidden to come to Christ in the final harvest.

Jesus personally prepared
the disciples by teaching them truth, training them in ministry and
life experiences and then bringing them to the end of themselves—a
process that Christ still employs today.

If we are willing
candidates when trained and walking in the fullness of Christ, we
will be released for ministry. And God will pour out His Spirit on
those who have graduated from His training.

As the
end of this age unveils its final events, we must be ready for
God’s promise, “And in the last days it
shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh…” (Acts 2:17).

Much of what we call a
“move of God” over the last 50 years was and is really man-made
revival and counterfeit stirrings.

Many seek religion and “try
out” Christianity to see if Christianity will make them more
successful and prosperous. Few press in and walk with the true
Christ. Many believers have created a “Christian lifestyle.” Few
have grown up into Christ and become His disciple.

As the end of this age
approaches with its trouble and persecution, many of these pseudo
Christians will fall away as prophesied by Christ in Matthew
24:9-14. This biblical prophecy of falling away is God allowing
trouble to come to purify His true Church and drive out those who
are false and insincere.

Christ is calling the
sincere Christian in this hour to embrace His discipline and
training to become true disciples, ministers, and workers. In the
final move of God, if we are to be used on the day that God pours
out His Spirit, submission to His discipline is a prerequisite—at
the end of this age’s final harvest of souls.

A great
harvest is about to start, a harvest of lukewarm and backslidden
Christians, and a multitude of lost souls coming to know the true
Christ for the first time. Jesus saw the multitudes in his
day: “When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest’”
(Matthew 9:36-38).

God is calling true
believers and “on fire” fellowships to become disciples; those
believers that have not been molded by the teachings of men but
rather shaped by the hand of Christ in His discipline and
training.

God will remember the
sincere Christian who learns to truly fear God, seek His perfect
will, and give up the love and cares of this world. God will
protect and deliver in the coming global persecution and the
ensuing Great Tribulation.

We dedicate this work to
help prepare like-minded Christians to grow up into Christ, walk in
His fullness, and be used in the final harvest. Are you willing to
learn how to cooperate with Christ, be a part of what God is about
to do, and be ready to be used by Him on the day that He
acts?

Malachi 3:16-18

“Then
those who feared the LORD spoke with one another; the LORD heeded
and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of
those who feared the LORD and thought on his name. ‘They shall be
mine, says the LORD of hosts, my special possession on the day when
I act, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves
him. Then once more you shall distinguish between the righteous and
the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve
him.’” 

 



Part One


Wake Up and Get
Ready!

 


“Let
your loins be girded and your lamps
burning, and be like men who are waiting
for their master to come home from the marriage feast, so that they
may open to him at once when he comes and knocks.
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds
awake when he comes (Luke 12:35-37
underline added for
emphasis).

Yes, blessed
is the servant who is awake in this hour. The signs of His soon
appearance are screaming, “Wake up and get
ready!”

Jesus
called the current stressful times “birth pangs” of the coming
Kingdom. These distressing times will only get worse and grow to
become a global persecution for all Christians, leading to the
Great Tribulation. Unfortunately, most Christians believe Christ
will rescue all believers before that terrible time. This is not
what Jesus taught—he taught, “Immediately
after that tribulation…” (Matthew
24:27-31).

This lie leaves millions of
Christians asleep, unprepared, and disconnected from the leadership
and protection of the true Christ. Those in this state will not
have a proper relationship with Jesus to clearly see and navigate
in this coming dark time.

Paul
wrote to the Christians in Ephesus. “Therefore it is said, ‘Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give you light.’ Look carefully then how you
walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time,
because the days are evil” (Ephesians
5:14-16).

This is a
call to all: “Awake Now and Get Ready!” If you wait until you hear
the midnight call from the heavens calling out,
“Behold the bridegroom,” it may be too late for you.
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Wake Up Now to be
Ready!

Perhaps, the
most foreboding warning for Christians during the end of this age
is Christ’s parable of the ten maidens. This and other warnings
from Christ leave every Christian without excuse if they are not
ready for the dark hour leading up to His return.

In one of Christ’s
parables, recorded in the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus
foretells of the spiritual condition that most Christians will be
in, asleep. And a large percentage will be unprepared for the
difficult times just prior to Christ’s return. He called those who
were ready “wise,” and He called those who were not ready
“foolish.”

End-of-the-age books,
teachings, scenarios, and prophesies abound; especially, over the
last 50 years. In fact, for centuries since Christ’s accession,
some very wild and mostly erroneous speculation grew over how and
when Christ would return. Even the first generation of Christians
wrote and taught on Christ’s soon return with great hope and
anticipation. But they qualified the actual occurrence with
Christ’s teachings on the matter, and did not allow the false or
deceived room to fanatically speculate or pronounce specific
dates.

Not many know and
understand what Christ taught on this matter and because of the
delay of Christ’s return—some 2,ooo years—no wonder so many in the
world and many Christians do not consider Christ’s return to be
very near. In the parable of the ten maidens, the bridegroom was
delayed and all the maidens, both wise and foolish, slumbered and
slept. Now, with sign after sign clearly pointing to His imminent
return, many are saying, “Soon, perhaps—but not in my
lifetime.”

The
Apostle Peter wrote, “First of all you
must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with
scoffing, following their own passions and saying, ‘Where is the
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things have continued as they were from the beginning of
creation.’… But do not ignore this one
fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow about his
promise as some count slowness, but is forbearing toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance” (2 Peter 3:3-9). It appears
that the delay of Christ’s return is forbearance towards all;
hoping that as many as possible would come to
repentance.

Nonetheless, the events and
circumstances over the last century, especially, over the last few
years, points to Christ’s very soon return. So prominent are the
signs that most Evangelical, Pentecostal, and charismatic
Christians anticipate Christ’s appearance and rescue (rapture) to
be any day. Unfortunately, the rescue of Christians before the
Great Tribulation at the end of this age is another erroneous
teaching that puts many Christians at risk, asleep, foolish, and
unprepared.

The troubles now plaguing
America and the world are what Jesus described as birth pangs of
the coming Kingdom that precede worldwide tribulation. These events
taking place are specific things Christ foretold and clearly tell
us that the season or period that will usher in the end of this age
is now upon us.

You Will Know the
Season—Not the Day or Hour!

Through the centuries and
especially, the last century, many false prophets and false
alarmists have pronounced coming destruction, the end of the world,
and even proclaimed specific dates of Christ’s appearance or
return. Every date prophesied concerning Christ’s return has come
and gone leaving many misguided Christian fanatics looking foolish.
Because of this, the naive Christian, the lost, and curious are
then turned off to the truth of His soon return. This has caused
many sincere believers to be afraid to examine Scripture for
themselves and take a stand on the truth, warn others, and become
prepared to endure to the end.

Even as
the birth pangs and signs of His coming are increasing and obvious
and clearly recorded in scripture,
few are taking heed. False
prophets, false alarmists, and false teachings inspired by Satan
have lulled most Christians to sleep—like the fable of the boy who
repeatedly cried “wolf” when none was near. This has caused many
teachers and pastors to restrain from sounding any warning that the
end-of-the-age is close at hand.

Then
there are the multitudes of deceived believers who bought into the
pre-tribulation rapture theories, made popular by such
authors as Hal Lindsey,
Late Great Planet Earth,
Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, the Left
Behind series of books and movies). Those
who adhere to these false teachings are at great risk of being
unprepared to meet Christ. Most who believe this contradiction to
Christ’s own teachings on the matter truly fall into the foolish
maiden category.

Many are
taking it easy; arrogantly prancing through life believing they are
sincerely following Christ. But they are not really allowing Christ
to discipline and transform their carnal nature—that He may truly
know them and abide within. They know of Christ, but are not known
by Him. As Jesus warned, He would say to those in such spiritual
condition, “Truly I say to you, I do not
know you.”

There is no fear or desire
to become sanctified and transformed in nature to that of Christ’s
nature. They do not understand that the Great Tribulation will
force the insincere and false believer to either fall away or to
get it right and the true believer to become all the more purer and
prepared.

Christians have heard these warnings over and over—yet life
goes on. Because the bridegroom (Christ’s return) is delayed, most
believers are slumbering and many are “out cold,” sound asleep.
Even now, as the signs of His coming scream, “Get Ready,” few are
awake or prepared for His return. Jesus said, “So also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that he is near, at the very gates” (Matthew 13:29).

Three Kinds of Foolish
Christians

In this moment of time,
there are three camps of foolish Christians: those who ignore the
signs and avoid watching—believing His appearance will not be in
their lifetime; Christians who anticipate their rescue before any
trouble or suffering comes; and those who believe Christianity will
convert the world and usher in the millennial rule of
Christ.

In all cases, these
Christians know about Christ and follow their pastor, their
favorite teacher, and attend church, but they do not intimately
know Christ or obey His voice. Rather, they are asleep and
unprepared—being led astray as lemmings headed for the
cliff.

At the
end of the parable of the ten maidens, Christ warns,
“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour” (Matthew 25:13). Christ
expects Christians to be aware of the times, to know the season of
His return, and to be ready to endure the difficult dark days
leading to that hour.

No one
knows the hour or day of His coming, but Christ expects His
disciples to know the season, watching, praying consistently, and
living in holiness and readiness for difficult times. Like the wise
maidens, the sincere Christian will have a genuine relationship
with Christ that consists of true faith and obedience that stems from a
Christ-like character.

The foolish maidens in our
parable did not have the qualities of a true disciple. During the
extreme darkness and at the sound of the midnight cry, the foolish
realized they did not have extra oil to trim their lamps. They
asked the wise maidens to share their extra oil, but the wise said
"No."

A true disciple of Christ
cannot share true Christ-like character, or impart faith to others.
The wise were ready and the foolish were unprepared. The wise truly
knew Christ, and foolish new of Christ religiously and were forced
to look elsewhere for extra oil and in the end were locked out of
eternity.

Don’t Let Complacency and
Love

of this World Lull You to
Sleep

The
power of the world; politics, buying and selling, marrying, raising
a family, making a living, pursuing the American dream of home
ownership, owning cars, and having a comfortable lifestyle have put
multitudes of Christians at ease. Most of these endeavors are
legitimate but have become idols of the heart directly
contradicting Christ’s words: “Do not lay
up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also” (Matthew
6:19-21).

The hearts of many
Christians are in love with this world and complacent about Christ,
the things of God, and the signs of His soon return. This condition
puts them at great risk.

Jesus
warned that, as in the days of Noah, the coming of the Son of man
would be the same: “For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they did
not know until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be
the coming of the Son of man. …Watch therefore, for you do not
know on what day your Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:38-42). This is the attitude for many believers;
having a good time, seeking prosperity, enjoying life to the
fullest by integrating a compromised gospel into a successful and
rich lifestyle.

As the birth pangs
increase, this type of believer attempts to flex his or her
political muscle to preserve freedom, prosperity, and cultural
morality; acting more interested in restoring Hollywood’s morals
and making Disneyland “pure again” instead of becoming pure in
Christ and avoiding the love of this world.

Christians push for
sermons and church services that hold their attention with high
entertainment value and where the hired leader has a flamboyant
personality and whose ministry helps them live and enjoy a more
pleasant life on earth.

These birth pangs are God
speaking to His people—“Wake Up and Get Ready!” Nevertheless, most
Christians act like drunken sailors oblivious to the next day’s
hangover, unwilling to accept that the end is upon us. The coming
Great Tribulation will be the final “wake-up call” from God in
which a multitude of lukewarm and backslidden Christians and masses
of lost unbelievers will come to Christ in true salvation—before
the rapture.

Just Like it was in
Sodom

All the signs of worldwide
instability are in place as predicted in Scripture. One sign that
is most abhorrent and a clear indication that the end is at the
very “gates” is that sodomite control and influence is at all
levels of society—culturally, politically, legislatively, and
judicially.

The
homosexuals in Sodom and Gomorrah seized control of the cities. Lot
had no political, civil, or ethical rights to protect himself or
his angelic guests. When Lot confronted their demands to sodomize
his guests, this gang of homosexuals rebuffed and threatened Lot
saying: “Stand back! And they said, ‘This
fellow came to sojourn, and he would play the judge! Now we will
deal worse with you than with them.’”

Now, in our society, those
who speak out against the sodomite immorality sweeping the country
are threatened just as Lot was threatened. The sodomites accused
Lot of acting like a judge and began to break in his door. During
the 2008 elections in California with the passing of legislation
against homosexual marriages, riots began in various cities. The
protestors vandalized a Catholic church where dog excrement was put
in the church poor box. These protesters were violent, aggressive,
and vile just like it was in Sodom.

The other signs Christ
spoke of are also very prominent now and all are coming together at
the same time with increased frequency and intensity. This should
terrify and awake the unprepared believer; unfortunately, this is
not the case.

Jesus warned of the
following signs coming together in a crescendo of
terror:

“Wars and rumor of wars,
famines, and earthquakes in unusual places, persecution towards
true Christians, wild and massive storms with raging waves of the
sea, perplexity of the nations such as the current economic crisis,
Middle East turmoil where the existence of the nation of Israel is
the catalyst for wars and threat of world war; sodomite influence
throughout all levels of society with wickedness and lawlessness
growing at neck-break speed; false Christian leaders misleading
multitudes of Christian followers into destructive
heresies.”

The Cold War is Hotter
than Ever!

“When
people say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction
will come upon them as travail comes upon a woman with child, and
there will be no escape” (1 Thessalonians
5:3).

The tension and fear of
global nuclear destruction finally ended when the Berlin wall fell.
The whole world thought the Cold War was over. God abandoned
America and most of the world to a false peace and false security.
Our wickedness grew with our prosperity, peace, and
security.

The terrorist attack of
9/11 was a startling intrusion on this false peace. But like the
days of Noah, the populace and most Christians went back to the
pursuit of prosperity and playing church.

Americans and Christians
are still riding on a bubble of lies. The coming sudden destruction
and terror will engulf the whole world. Just look what looms over
our heads now!

Pakistan and India are in
their own nuclear cold war. Pakistan is testing a missile capable
of delivering a nuclear warhead. Iran is seeking nuclear weapons of
mass destruction. North Korea has a bomb and aggressively working
on a missile delivery system to reach America. China has missiles
that will reach the continental United States and are buying
high-tech submarines from Russia.

Perestroika
(restructuring) did not work and glasnost (openness) is
dying! Vladimir Putin continues in power as Prime Minister, with
Dmitry Medvedev as his puppet President. Both are resurrecting the
old Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist totalitarian state. Saber rattling
between America and Russia is coming back with an escalating war of
words. These words carry weight as Russia threatens peace and
security with new missile technology that can purportedly
outmaneuver America’s new anti-missile defense system.

I was 12 when the world
froze in terror during the Cuban missile crisis. As a
5th grader, we went through emergency drill after drill
hiding under our tables and standing against the walls of our
school buildings.

Neighbors were building
bomb shelters underneath their homes. Unless you lived through
this, it is hard to explain the feelings of terror and constant
anxiety. All that fear and insecurity from such potential
destruction seemed to vanish when the Reagan-Bush administrations
helped pressure Mikhail Gorbachev to accept free enterprise, tear
down the Iron Curtain, and create an open society.

The world is more
dangerous than ever, with individual terrorists, rogue nations, and
now China and Russia concentrating their nuclear threat toward the
United States once again.

China’s economy is growing
and they are bidding for the world’s limited resources. Russia’s
run at democracy was a miserable failure and now Putin, as the
second President of Russia and the current Prime Minister is
expanding his authority to restore the “iron grip” of a centralized
communist government. New alliances are forming as America and the
European Union must now compete more than ever with these godless,
socialistic societies. The prophecies of Daniel and the Apostle
John in Revelation begin to make sense with their political
alliance metaphors and symbols.

Constant terrorist
threats, tracking aliens, and terrorists, detecting drug traffic
bank account activity—demands innovative technology. The “mark of
the beast” does not seem that distant as national identification
systems are moving quickly to a biometric-based personal
identification/verification technology. Next will be implanted
identification technology ensuring that “you are who you say you
are.”

A Great Tribulation
showdown will come out of seemingly nowhere, and the United States
will not have the protection of two great oceans as these
resurrected superpowers aim for economic and political control of
the world.

What is worse, God’s
long-standing protection over America will be gone since America
has seen fit to remove all semblance of God from every government
and public institution.

Astoundingly, in spite of
these warnings, American Christians walk in arrogance, pride,
self-righteousness, are rolling in prosperity, and justifying the
love of this world. They honor God with their lips, have hearts far
from the true love of God, are lukewarm, and are on the verge of
being spewed from Christ’s mouth!

As in the Days of
Noah

Surreal, Troubling, Yet
Life Goes On

In the
days of Noah, just before the flood, Jesus said,
“they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage,” and then
destruction rained down without warning. Jesus explained how the
flood came upon the whole world as an example of what to expect at
the end of this age and the start of the Great Tribulation.
Troubling signs, surreal events—yet normalcy—as life goes on with
Christians and unbelievers alike scoffing: “following their own passions and saying, ‘Where is the
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things have continued as they were from the beginning of
creation.’”

Many will ignore the signs
because life does go on as somewhat normal with no sense of the
foreboding danger. Even now, as the birth pangs increase and which
clearly demonstrate that the season is upon us, few Christians
suspect any real trouble is looming.

Deceiving doctrines that
mislead have helped cause many to fall asleep. Most Christian
leaders, from the prominent down to the local pastor, choose to
ignore the warnings of the looming judgments and
trouble.

Some major reasons for
them ignoring the warnings are because God’s people do not want to
hear bad news and prefer to listen to those who tell lies. Great
pressure to go along with errant myths and lies that twist Christ’s
warnings and pollute the Gospel of Christ overcomes many sincere
pastors and leaders.

The
Apostle Paul warned of this: “For the time
is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit
their own likings, and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander into myths” (2 Timothy
4:3,4).

Another
prophecy concerning this deception coming upon God’s people is
found in Peter’s letter: “But false
prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive
heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon
themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their
licentiousness, and because of them the way of truth will be
reviled. And in their greed they will exploit you with false
words;” (2 Peter 2:1-3).

False
prophets and false teachers mislead many, and the local fellowship
or congregations, regardless of denominational ties, fall
into church-growth greed
to gain popularity and expand church
facilities. Christianity, for the most
part, has become a major business where churches foolishly compete
with each other.

Meeting together to
fellowship, teach, and worship has become a multi-billion dollar
business where the meeting place becomes the attraction and not the
Spirit of God. Church has become a social and cultural experience
that slowly takes the place of intimacy with Christ and replaces
the worship of God with the worship of “worship.”

This
social phenomenon has been termed “churchianity,” where the act of
regular social interaction, activity, and work subtly becomes
all-important and the worship of God becomes a mindless ritual.
Indeed, Isaiah prophesied this about Israel in his day:
“And the Lord said: ‘Because this people draw
near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their
hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment of
men learned by rote;’” (Isaiah
29:13).

Churchianity nullifies the
healthy fear of God and develops a lukewarm people who avoid the
discipline, cleansing, and transforming power of Christ.

Churchianity—Worshipping
Church Instead of God

As in Christ’s day, Temple
worship turned to “Temple Worship!”

When Jesus came in the
flesh to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God, temple
worship had become twisted and used by Satan to blind most in
leadership to the Savior, though, He stood right before their
eyes.

Jesus
took God’s people away from this strange form of idolatry; where
the actual place of worship of God had become an idol, an idol of
the act of worship. The routine, rituals, political and social interaction,
offerings—the whole temple worship system itself became the
experience of worship, but God was not included in these
experiences. The temple system was ruled by leaders that Christ
called “hypocrites.” In the New Testament (Koine Greek) the word “hypocrite”
means actor.

Indeed,
Jesus said of them: “So, for the sake of
your tradition, you have made void the word of God. You hypocrites!
Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This people honors
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they
worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’”
(Matthew 15:6-9).

All
kinds of wickedness developed in association with the rituals held
at the temple and even the synagogues. There was contention between
Christ and the corrupt leadership of the day. When this issue was
raised, Christ made a startling prophecy: “And as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with
noble stones and offerings, he said, ‘As for these things which you
see, the days will come when there shall not be left here one stone
upon another that will not be thrown down.’” (Luke 21:5,6).

The
Pharisees, the High Priests, and most other temple leaders hated
Christ for exposing and confronting their lies and idolatry of
temple worship and religious pretense. Speaking of the coming
judgment, Jesus also prophesied: “…and
they will not leave one stone upon another in you; because you did
not know the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:44). This and other confrontations triggered the
High Priests, the Pharisees, and other leaders to devise a plan to
murder Christ.

This kind of idolatry is
prevalent with in Christianity now. Church, as a physical place to
meet, has again become a powerful blinding tool used by Satan to
keep the majority of God’s people aloof from God and asleep to the
coming hour of visitation.

Worshipping Christ, the
Holy Spirit, and Father God have become a perverted system of
worship that many have termed churchianity—the act of worship
becomes an idol. Most who embrace churchianity actually attack true
Christians and those who preach the uncompromised Gospel of
Christ.

The physical and social
church experience has developed into idolatry, carnal spiritualism,
and hypocrisy. Fellowship no longer encourages Christians to become
holy and sincere; truly changed in character and enabling God to
build within each heart a temple for God to dwell in with His
power, discipline, and grace.

Churchianity is a
deception driven by a demonic power or principality of darkness,
where leadership has become enthralled with church growth, not
growth in Christ-like character within those called by God. The
outreach message of most churches accommodates and entices the
curious seeker of God and gives the impression that following
Christ will make life on earth easy.

“Come
one, Come all,” is the message evangelists
and pastors use to draw crowds; like carnival barkers, promising
the blessings of God without warning of the cost to follow Christ.
The ranks of most fellowships are filled with pseudo believers who
never experienced the “call of God” unto salvation with a true
rebirth generated by the Holy Spirit.

Unfortunately, most are
called by the will of man through man-made church growth marketing
schemes, using billboards, commercials, mailers, and cute bumper
sticker slogans like “Try Jesus.” This causes an attachment to the
ministry or church and not an attachment to the true Christ.
Churchianity falsely promises freedom and a life-style that will
magically meet every need.

In addition, Christ and
His discipline are seldom given their proper place in worship and
fellowship—where the work of the cross is taught and allowed to
crucify the carnal desires and the works of the flesh.

Furthermore, church events
take the place of the Lordship of Christ and true intimacy with the
Holy Spirit allowing demonic spirits to counterfeit spiritual
experiences. Many become enthralled with these
experiences.

Multitudes follow a variety of leaders who exude enthralling
and entertaining personalities but do not have the character of the
true Christ formed within them. They purport to know Christ and
devise teachings that teach Christians to mimic a false version
what and how a Christian should be. Christians in masses follow all
types of christs in the form of false leaders but not the true
Christ. “For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray”
(Matthew 24:55).

Many
learn to follow a christ of their liking but few allow the true
Christ to make them His disciple. “For
false Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Lo,
I have told you beforehand” (Mathew 24:24,
25).

Because of religious,
ritualistic behavior, and fabricated doctrines of men, the true
fear of God for the believer often becomes false and
misguided—causing many to be in “awe” of the leadership instead of
in “awe” of God. Masses follow their favorite teacher or pastor in
blind loyalty and learn to model their favorite leader’s version of
Christ.

Jesus warned five of the
seven churches in Asia of this type of shallow, idolatrous, and
sin-ridden belief and worship of God. In Revelation, we read the
stern warnings to those five wayward churches. It is worth our time
to review these passages to help see that the Church of America
carries the same serious issues and consequences as did the
churches in Asia, cited in these passages:

The
Church in Ephesus, Christ warned:
“But I have this against you, that you have
abandoned the love you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen, repent and do the
works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent” (Revelation 2:2-5).

The
Church in Pergamum, this warning:
“But I have a few things against you: you have
some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put
a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, that they might eat
food sacrificed to idols and practice immorality. So you also have
some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent then. If not,
I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my
mouth” (Revelation
2:14-16).

The
Church in Thyatira, Christ warned:
“But I have this against you, that you tolerate
the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching
and beguiling my servants to practice immorality and to eat food
sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to
repent of her immorality. Behold, I will throw her on a sickbed,
and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great
tribulation, unless they repent of her doings; and I will strike
her children dead. And all the churches shall know that I am he who
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your
works deserve. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold
this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things
of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay upon you any other burden;
only hold fast what you have, until I come” (Revelation 2:20-25).

The
Church in Sardis also received a stern
warning: “I know your works; you have the
name of being alive, and you are dead. Awake, and strengthen what
remains and is on the point of death, for I have not found your
works perfect in the sight of my God. Remember then what you
received and heard; keep that, and repent. If you will not awake, I
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will
come upon you” (Revelation
3:2,3).

The
Church of Laodicea is perhaps the most
disturbing warning: “I know your works:
you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So,
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you
out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I
need nothing; not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor,
blind, and naked. Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold
refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe
you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and
salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. Those whom I love, I
reprove and chasten; so be zealous and repent” (Revelation 3:15-19).

These were the major
issues: Loss of love for God, following teachers who sold the
Gospel and sold the power of God, tolerating individuals within the
fellowship that deliberately misguided others to practice
immorality, pretense, hypocrisy (pretending to be alive but in
reality are dead), lukewarm towards Christ because of wealth, and
the avoidance of the discipline of the Lord that leads to true
sanctification and holiness.

These major issues plagued
these churches and required a prophetic warning from Christ through
the Apostle John. These warnings carried serious repercussions if
these issues were not corrected. As in the case of the Church of
Laodicea, these repercussions were the loss of relationship with
Christ—loss of salvation!

Most churches across
America also suffer from these very same issues and in many cases
much worse. Some denominations ordain homosexuals and become
apostate by renouncing the teachings of Christ and the sound
doctrine found in the word of God. Then there are the many
practices and teachings by the different movements within the
Evangelical, Pentecostal, and charismatic churches that
overwhelmingly contradict the teachings of Christ.

The
predictions of Christ found in the Gospels concerning false
teachers misleading the masses at the end of this age are happening
before our eyes. The Apostle Peter warned, specifically, about
these false teachers misleading masses of Christians when writing
his Second Epistle: “But false prophets
also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. And many will follow their
licentiousness, and because of them the
way of truth will be reviled. And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words; from of old their condemnation has not been
idle, and their destruction has not been asleep”
(2 Peter 2:1-3 underline
added).

God’s people also suffer
cruel exploitation by greedy leaders who devise such movements as
the Mega-church, the Prosperity doctrine, Word of Faith, Toronto
Blessing, and similar exotic, charismatic revivals and evangelical
campaigns to bring in new believers who have never been called by
the Holy Spirit.

In fact, these kinds of
movements have allowed false brethren and evil people to fill the
ranks of most fellowships. This is another end-of-the-age prophecy
being fulfilled and the infiltration of evil among the true as
predicted by Christ. Few Christians see this as a work of
Satan—implanting weeds (evil people) among the wheat (true
believers).

In His
parable of the weeds among the wheat, Matthew 13:24-44, Christ
warns of this work of the devil. The disciples did not understand
the parable so Christ explained: “He who
sows the good seed is the Son of man; the field is the world, and
the good seed means the sons of the kingdom; the weeds are the sons
of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just
as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at
the close of the age. The Son of man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,
and throw them into the furnace of fire; there men will weep and
gnash their teeth” (Matthew
13:37-42).

Many pastors practice
contemporary theology or consensus teaching of false doctrine in
fear of losing attendance. These popular but false teachings
sweeping through Christianity intimidate the sincere pastor or
leader from preaching and teaching all that Christ
taught.

The most powerful
life-changing truth in Scripture that is ignored and often opposed
is the work of the cross in the believer’s life. This cornerstone
principle facilitates death to the old nature for the true
believer. It is an all-important doctrine and is a daily process
that allows the character of Christ to replace the carnal character
that is so predominate among believers today.

Instead of preaching the
work of the cross in the believer’s life and the other more
difficult teachings of Christ, false teachers espouse (for ill
gain) quick-fix methods that encourage believers to imitate a
carnal version of Christ-like character. This is why many who
follow Christ today do not really know Him nor does He abide within
them. The pseudo Christians today sit in the church pew entertained
and enthralled by Balaam-type leaders and ignorant of the grave
danger of their being locked out of the Marriage Feast after Christ
appears.

In addition, the
development of this pseudo Christian outer persona—the inner
character and heart of the believer is left twisted and
defiled—offers little resistance to temptation and sin. We see high
profile leaders one after another being exposed because of
immorality and causing scandal and mockery of the
Gospel.



Idolatry of Leadership and
Loss of the Fear of God

Most Christians are taught
to rely on their pastor or a special anointed leader to act as an
intermediary or middle-man in their walk with Christ as a believer.
Those who buy into this end-of-the-age deception try to “connect”
with the faith of their favorite leader and the imagined power of
God that they believe the leader possesses. The Apostle Paul warned
that deceivers would come in the last days.

This
passage describes today’s leadership idolatry: “As Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also
oppose the truth, men of corrupt mind and counterfeit faith; … Indeed all who
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, while evil men and
impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceivers and
deceived” (2
Timothy 3:8-13 underline added).

The two
men that Paul cites, Jannes and
Jambres, were the sorcerers working for
the Pharaoh in opposing Moses with magical powers. These powers had
a real effect and duplicated the power of God for the first three
plagues. But these sorcerers could not duplicate the fourth plague
that God brought on Egypt through Moses.

Such is the power of false
leaders today who walk in a counterfeit faith, opposing the truth
of the Gospel as Apostle Paul warned. They are corrupt in their
thinking, evil in nature, masquerading as the anointed of God, very
bold and obscene. They are deceived themselves and in turn deceive
the masses of ignorant and naïve Christians. This phenomenon is
happening in Christianity all across America.

This
deception is supernaturally backed by the devil using his spiritual
power to counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders to deceive the
naïve, gullible, greedy, and wayward Christian. There is also no
real fear of God with regard to these issues like hypocrisy, sin,
and selfish motives. In addition, Christians struggle with
carnality, including bitterness and selfishness, and miss out on
many of God’s blessings. As James wrote, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions” (James 4;
3).

Millions in this condition
pray and do not receive. Instead of dealing with wrong motives and
an impure heart so that their prayers may be answered, they turn to
deceitful leaders who walk in counterfeit faith. These lying
leaders promise blessings from God that is based on the receipt of
financial gifts and financial offerings or by believers purchasing
their deceptive teachings. They make promises of freedom from
problems without the biblical truth of repentance and suffering the
death of the carnal self.

This is
what Peter had to say about this sort of leadership:
“They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for
sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed.
Accursed children! Forsaking the right way they have gone astray;
they have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved
gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a
dumb ass spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's
madness. These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm;
for them the nether gloom of darkness has been reserved. For,
uttering loud boasts of folly, they entice with licentious passions
of the flesh men who have barely escaped from those who live in
error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of
corruption; for whatever overcomes a man, to that he is
enslaved” (2 Peter
2:14-19).

Jesus
said, “For many are called, but few are
chosen.” It is unheard of today of
leadership ever attempting to filter out those who are truly called
by God from those who demonstrate duplicity and insincerity. The
word of God says “many are called.” But those who are called and do
not press in to become true disciples of Christ will only continue
as simple followers and not disciples.

Many in this condition are
placed in leadership roles. They were never sanctioned and released
by God for ministry. Instead, a board of elders, Bible colleges,
seminaries, or a denominational governing body appoints to
leadership many who are disqualified by God.

These
leaders, as Peter stated, cause many to
follow their licentiousness. Millions of
Christians are at risk of being locked out of the Marriage Feast,
as described in the parable of the wise and foolish maidens,
because they sat under leaders who taught false doctrine. When
confronted sometime later, they are hardened in heart and reject
the word of truth.

They are
gospel-hardened believers who hear Christ’s words but do not
practice them. They are foolish and at great risk; they carry on as
if nothing is wrong—like the Christians attending the Church at
Laodicea: “For you say, I am rich, I have
prospered, and I need nothing; not knowing that you are wretched,
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”

Shoo
in Christians are
at Great Risk!

Many will hear these
terrifying words,

“I do not know
you.”

How can
a believer in Christ not enter into eternity? For years, preachers,
teachers and evangelists proclaimed that all you have to do to be
saved is to come forward publically and confess Christ as Lord, and
salvation would be a shoo
in.

The old
phrase shoo in came into use in the late 1920’s with regards to horse
racing. The phrase implied cheating: a horse was expected to win
not on its abilities but by the race being fixed. In the original
usage, the phrase carried the connotation that the horse was
a shoo in, a winner, even if it lackadaisically
wandered up to the finish line and had to be “shooed in” by someone
to cross the finish line.

Shoo in
theology is an appropriate term I use to
describe the popular but erroneous teachings concerning salvation
in Christ that so many profess today. Most Christians are ignorant
of all that Christ and the Apostles taught concerning truly
becoming born again and working out and growing up into
salvation.

James
wrote that just believing in Christ does not assure salvation;
though, it is critical and a necessary primal condition of one’s
heart: “You believe that God is one; you
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. Do you want to be
shown, you shallow man, that faith apart from works is barren? Was
not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered his son
Isaac upon the altar? You see that faith was active along with his
works, and faith was completed by works…” (James 2:19-22).

The
author of Hebrews wrote: “Take care,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart,
leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one
another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in
Christ, if only we hold our first confidence firm to the
end…” (Hebrews 3:12-14).

In this
passage the Apostle Paul exhorts believers to: “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for God
is at work in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure” (Philippians 2:12, 13).
Believers must both work out their salvation and
grow up in their salvation. 1 Peter 2:2 says: “Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by
it you may grow up to salvation…”

This
process is not done without the Spirit of Christ personally
orchestrating situations in life that bring discipline and
challenge. In other words, Christ brings divine pressure in life;
encouraging and challenging us to work with Him to become
transformed in character and holiness. Jesus put it this
way: “Enter by the narrow gate; for the
gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and
those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way
is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are
few” (Matthew 7:13, 14).

The New
Testament book of Hebrews clarifies this process of discipline in
this passage: “It is for discipline that
you have to endure. God is treating you as sons; for what son is
there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without
discipline, in which all have participated, then you are
illegitimate children and not sons” (Hebrews 12:7, 8). Many are taught that suffering and trouble
that builds faith and purifies the heart is not of
God.

One of the distinguishing
characteristics of the foolish maidens was their lack of discipline
by Christ. Believers left in this undisciplined condition,
(illegitimate) often walk in counterfeit faith, not ever allowing
Christ to author, perfect and complete their faith. They think they
are following the true Christ and believe they know all about Him,
but they are not truly known by Him. This is another reason why
many will hear these chilling words from Christ: “I do not know
you.”

We are
to “work out and grow up” into salvation, obtain the grace of God,
and walk in true holiness that is not religiously fabricated. Paul
wrote: “Do you not know that in a race all
the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that
you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all
things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an
imperishable. Well, I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one
beating the air; but I pommel my body and subdue it, lest after
preaching to others I myself should be disqualified”
(1 Corinthians 9:24-27).

Develop
a proper fear of God and run the race according to biblical
standards, without cheating. If you try to take short cuts, you
will be disqualified. Therefore, renounce any beliefs like
the shoo in theology and submit to His discipline which will expose what
is hidden in the heart and bring death to the works of the
flesh.

If you
truly belong to Christ, you will succeed in crucifying what is
fleshly and carnal in you. Apostle Paul wrote the following
concerning Christians still in the flesh: “I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God… And those who belong
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires” (Galatians
5:21-24).

The Big Lie!

The most
influential shoo in doctrine
that keeps millions of believers lackadaisical
and from properly growing up into salvation is the pre-tribulation
rapture lie. Jesus was very clear concerning when He would send
forth His angels to gather His elect, true believers who are ready.
It is recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, and because it
is paramount for us to understand and take heed, both passages are
quoted:

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars
will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be
shaken; then will appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory; and he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call,
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other” (Matthew
24:29-31).

“But in
those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then
they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. And then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven” (Mark 13:24-27).

Christians will have to endure those terrible days leading up
to Christ’s appearance, immediately after the tribulation and the
rapture of true believers. The pre-tribulation rapture theory is
conjecture and a convenient lie to soothe the fears of Christians
who are not ready but do not know they are not ready. That is why
these shoo in doctrines
appeal to the foolish and lukewarm believer. This
lie eases the painful conviction of the Holy Spirit for those in
this self-deceived state.

Soon
there will be great persecution directed at Christians that will
cause many pseudo believers to fall away from the faith. Then,
false prophets will deceive many Christians as the Great
Tribulation takes place. Jesus put it this way: “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not
been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will
be. And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would
be saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be
shortened. Then if any one says to you, 'Lo, here is the Christ!'
or 'There he is!' do not believe it. For false Christs and false
prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead
astray, if possible, even the elect. Lo, I have told you
beforehand” (Mathew
24:21-25).

As true believers, we must
be prepared to endure to the end and be ready for His
appearance.

Another
warning Christ gave emphasizes the need for purity and obedience
and is quite specific: “But take heed to
yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you
suddenly like a snare; for it will come upon all who dwell upon the
face of the whole earth. But watch at all times, praying that you
may have strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke
21:34-36).

Many Christians are bogged
down with the cares of this life and the desire for riches and will
not have spiritual strength from Christ to endure the coming
trouble.

Counterfeit Spirit
Impersonating Jesus and

Misleading Rambunctious
Christians

The
Apostle warned the elders of the Church in Ephesus saying:
“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you,
not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise
men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
them. Therefore be alert…” (Acts
20:28-31).

Further,
Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth, warning: “But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his
cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure
devotion to Christ. For if someone comes and preaches another Jesus
than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from
the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the
one you accepted, you submit to it readily enough”
(2 Corinthians 11:3, 4).

Just as
the Apostle Paul warned Christians in the early churches, fierce
wolves and imposters have come into main-line Christianity today,
speaking perverse things to mislead multitudes. These imposters
preach another Jesus, a different gospel, and are
empowered by a different
spirit.

The different spirit that
Paul speaks about is a demonic spirit or principality impersonating
the Spirit of Christ and the Holy Spirit by means of false signs
and wonders, exotic spiritual experiences that are fantastically
strange and perverse, and injecting into the believers’ spirit a
false peace and false joy. Undiscerning Christians believe these
spiritual activities are genuine and they confirm that those
preaching and teaching false doctrine are of God.

Paul
clarifies this activity of Satan in this passage:
“For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So
it is not strange if his servants also disguise themselves as
servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their
deeds” (2 Corinthians
11:13-15).

False
conversions, false spiritual experiences, and self-driven
enthusiasm for Christian service and ministry make for
rambunctious (noisy,
very active, and hard to control, usually as a result of excitement
or youthful energy) followers of Christ, errant in doctrine and
presumptuous with the things of God.

Mega-churches and false
movements are driven by carnal agendas for church growth and fund
raising. It is clear to the discerning believer that these works
are not of the Holy Spirit but are purposely driven by cunning men
and women who serve their own appetites and do not serve the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Masses of Christians
throughout all denominations bounce from church to church and from
teaching to teaching looking for an easy, magical formula to bring
prosperity, instant inner peace, and the joy of the
Lord.

Since a
magical panacea that eliminates the painful and hard work of the
cross and sanctification does not exist, most of these Christians
become fickle and jump from one ministry to another. Easily bored
with sound doctrine, they excitedly throng to what is believed to
be the more entertaining, superlative teacher and settle on a
teaching that temporarily suppresses their problems. As Paul
prophesied: “For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings,
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander into
myths” (2 Timothy 4:3,
4).

Many cannot or will not
endure sound doctrine. When confronted concerning their poor
relationship with Christ and lack of true Christ-like character,
many often attack those who are faithful to the Gospel of Christ
and who speak the truth. True ministries who teach all that Christ
commanded struggle to stay afloat and often hide from any open
confrontations due to vicious opposition from the false teachers
and their followers who often attack them with destructive, carnal
prayers—a form of Christian sorcery.

Call for Revival—Too
Little, Too Late

God can’t revive a church
and a nation that has gone past the point of no return!

When Christ first came in
the flesh, the clergy of that day and most of God’s people in
Israel looked for a savior who would eliminate the rulership of
Rome and establish a divine ruler ship on earth through Israel (and
expand the temple worship system). The High Priest, the priests,
the Pharisees, and most leaders were disappointed in Christ because
He chose common, uneducated men as His disciples. Then, adding
insult to injury, Christ, under the true power of God, drew the
attention of all the people away from the temple leaders and
preached the truth, His Gospel.

That truth, in many ways,
directly confronted the corrupt temple worship system and its false
leaders with their sin ridden hypocrisy.

Israel missed her hour of
visitation by God. If the High Priest, the temple leaders, as well
as all of Israel repented and accepted Christ, the destruction of
the temple and the great dispersion of the Jewish people would have
been averted:

“For the
days shall come upon you, when your enemies will cast up a bank
about you and surround you, and hem you in on every side, and dash
you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will
not leave one stone upon another in you; because you did not know
the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:43,
44).

Jesus called this age that
is fast closing, the “age of the Gentiles,” and it is often
referred to as the “church age.” This church age is ending in a
similar fashion with the false leaders of today looking for
Christianity to arise and influence, change, and bring peace to the
world. Other Christians feel this nation has been taken over by
evil—politically, socially, and culturally—and calls have gone out
for Christians to repent and pray.

One such
recent call for prayer was “Call 2 Fall,” where many churches took
two to five minutes during their services on Sunday, July
5th, 2009, to humbly beseech God in prayer. The congregations were
to fall on their knees, humbly repent for their individual sins,
and the sins of this nation, hoping to invoke a sovereign move of
God across this land—to revive and restore America back to a godly
nation.

Unfortunately, this call
and all others now, are “too little, too late.” The “Call 2 Fall”
fizzled out, as well as the “The Call” in September 2009. These
failures are a major sign of widespread apostasy and wickedness
that has been multiplied to the point of no return.

America, a once godly
nation, has been given over to a sodomite culture just as Jesus
predicted.

A true move of God is
coming, but it will call for true Christians to renounce the love
of this nation, the love of the world, and to come out and be
separate and holy. This final move of God will not bring
restoration or revival to a corrupt church system. It is a call for
God’s people to come out and away from defiling
influences.

Immediately after Christ’s
ascension, the first move of God drew away the true believer from
the corrupt temple worship system and the nation of Israel.
Likewise, the coming final move of God will call those who are
ready to come away from the world and churchianity to meet the true
Christ.

Christianity will not
ultimately usher in a golden age of peace. Christ will appear and
rapture a pure people and then the wrath of God will fall upon the
world, just as the Scriptures foretell.

Unfortunately, just as
most of the clergy of the temple system rejected Christ’s first
coming, so will many Christian leaders, denominations, and masses
of Christians reject the coming true and last move of the Holy
Spirit. They will reject the truth because they refuse to give up
the love of this world and the nostalgic love of what America once
was. The love of America, churchianity, and its hypocrisy, will
snare many.

A show down is coming
between the true Church of Jesus Christ (the bride – the true body
of Christ) and a conglomeration of apostate Protestant-Anglican
denominations, deceived Evangelical, Pentecostal, charismatic
denominations, and the Roman Catholic Church.

It is time for the true
Christian to wake up and flee from those who oppose the truth
clearly taught by Christ and the Apostles. God’s people have little
discernment as to evil imposters running loose, unconstrained all
across the pulpits of America.

No Longer Naïve about Good
and Evil

Paul wrote to the
Christians in Rome, addressing the very same issue, those who
oppose sound doctrine: “I appeal to you, brethren, to take note
of those who create dissensions and difficulties, in opposition to
the doctrine which you have been taught; avoid them. For such
persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and
by fair and flattering words they deceive the hearts of the
simple-minded. For while your obedience is known to all, so that I
rejoice over you, I would have you wise as to what is good and
guileless as to what is evil; then the God of peace will soon crush
Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you” (Romans 16:17-20).

God is building leaders
who will teach all that Jesus taught. Evil people are sent by Satan
to cause trouble and constantly lead Christians astray. But the
sound teachings of Christ help Christians detect and avoid such
people. Unfortunately, few read and embrace all that Jesus
taught.

Jesus warned: “I came
to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it were already
kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how I am
constrained until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come
to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division; for
henceforth in one house there will be five divided, three against
two and two against three; they will be divided, father against son
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter
against her mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law” (Luke
12:49-53).

Jesus knew this would be
one of the hardest lessons for the disciples. He was constantly
warning His followers about wolves in sheep’s clothing and false
prophets. He had to correct His disciples repeatedly about the
leaven of the Pharisees which were the deceptive powers of
hypocrisy.

Teaching them was one
thing; training them in real life situations was even more
difficult. But this was and still is the only way to break the
denial that evil people exist and are more numerous than you would
think. If not stopped, evil people will destroy others who get in
their way.

One reason Jesus called
Judas and allowed him to stay all through those years of fellowship
with the other disciples was to train the remaining eleven in
discernment. What a shock for the other eleven. Judas betrayed
Christ; how could that be?

When evil becomes visible,
it seems surreal, baffling, and unbelievable. Nevertheless, evil
people practice evil and they live right under the noses of the
naïve saint and fill many pulpits.

This is Satan’s most
effective way of hindering the work of the Gospel and causing
dissensions and difficulties—just send in a Judas. Satan will never
give up the “Judas Plan,” at least not until the end. We must
always be alert and discerning for Jesus prophesied that in the
last hour, “And then many will fall away, and betray one
another, and hate one another.” Like Judas, many pseudo
Christians will sell out and betray the sincere but naïve Christian
during the coming persecution madness.

Paraphrasing what Paul
wrote: until God’s people are no longer deceived and have had
enough trouble from these imposters, only then they will begin to
avoid these people. Until then, Satan will run roughshod through
the camp. Peace will be difficult to maintain.

When the true body of
Christ grows up and no longer is naïve concerning evil people,
imposters, and leaders walking in a counterfeit faith, then God
will have a people that He can use to crush the works of
Satan.

Last Days Emerging Church
Deception

Protestant, Evangelical,
and Catholic Ecumenicalism—

the Harlot of
Revelation

Jesus predicted the end of
this age would not bring unity, but trouble, deception and great
persecution for the true believer. In fact, this persecution will
come from political and religious pressure causing many Christians
to fall away from the truth. Of those who fall away, many will
betray fellow Christians who embrace the end-of-the-age scenario as
taught by Christ.

Here is
what Jesus said about this falling away: “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to
death; and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And
then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate one
another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.
And because wickedness is multiplied, most men's love will grow
cold. But he who endures to the end will be saved.”
(Matthew 24:9-13).

What will this political
and religious pressure look like? We are beginning to see the
outline emerging now right before our eyes. The outcome of the 2008
election where America voted in a socialistic far left political
rule—and the Emerging Church and the Mega-church movement led by
leaders such as Rick Warren, Bill Hybles, Rob Bell, Tony Campolo,
Brian McLaren, Joel Osteen and many more—are the foundation for the
coming Antichrist rule and the harlot church described in
Revelation.

This conglomeration of
Protestant, Evangelical mega-churches, including some Pentecostal
and charismatic movements and denominations, are embracing
ecumenical doctrines that are contrary to sound doctrine. They are
moving closer to a united front with the Roman Catholic Church and
attempting to preserve the religion of Christianity in a New World
Order, as these false leaders cry for world peace.

A key
leader, McLaren, sums up the agenda of the Emerging Church
stating: “You see, if we have a new world,
we will need a new church. We won’t need a new religion per se, but
a new framework for our theology. Not a new Spirit, but a new
spirituality. Not a new Christ, but a new Christian. Not a new
denomination, but a new kind of church in every
denomination.” (Reinventing Your Church 1998).

The Emerging Church will
transform and unify most of Christianity into becoming a viable
religion in the New World Order. It will sell itself to apostasy
for global unity of all nations and religions. Those who oppose the
Emerging Church agenda will eventually feel the power of its
persecution.

Just as the Jewish clergy
and the Temple rulers joined forces in Christ’s day and turned to
Pilate (Roman political rule) to destroy Christ and His followers,
the leaders of this newly forming ecumenical conglomeration will do
the same. They will press for religious temperance and align with
the political left and its agenda of socialistic governmental rule.
Rick Warren’s inaugural prayer for President Obama is an uncanny
example of the Emerging Church’s extreme compromise of the Gospel
of Christ and apostasy.

This is the beginning of a
formation of what Christ revealed to the Apostle John as recorded
in Revelation, chapters 17-19. The book of Revelation spoke about
the false church and the great harlot that misleads multitudes in
all nationalities. For years, true theologians have interpreted the
great harlot in Revelation as a worldly Christian church comprised
of many sects that are aligned with the Roman Catholic
Church.

This giant amalgam of
false Christianity will work closely with world politics forging a
new world order of peace and worldwide religious tolerance. This
religious tolerance will demand the acceptance of all religions as
a viable choice for redemption and salvation and pressure believers
in Christ to give up the claim that Jesus Christ is the only
Savior.

Those Christians who
reject this pressure will be persecuted, threatened, and at the
peak of this frenzy for world-religious unity, many true believers
in Christ will be martyred for standing against such
apostasy.

This ecumenical unity now
forming in Christianity is based on idolatry of the church,
idolatry of church leadership, the love of this world, and a love
for a culture of economic prosperity. This economic prosperity and
the threat of losing it, has become global. Everything is tied
together politically and economically, and the system that ties it
all together is referred to as “Babylon” as recorded in the book of
Revelation.

Babylon, a metaphor, used
in the book of Revelation to represent this now emerging New World
Order and the great harlot is the emerging ecumenical false church
that will mislead millions to buy into the coming Antichrist
rule.

The call of the coming
true move of God will be: “Come away from the harlot church and
give up the love of this world by not clinging to the
end-of-the-age Babylonian system of economic prosperity and
socialistic ideology.”

Come out
and away from the love of this New World system and false
Christianity (churchianity or the Emerging Church). It is written
for us as a warning: “‘Fallen, fallen is
Babylon the great! It has become a dwelling place of demons, a
haunt of every foul spirit, a haunt of every foul and hateful bird;
for all nations have drunk the wine of her impure passion, and the
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown rich with the wealth of her
wantonness.’ Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,
"Come out of her, my people, lest you take
part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has
remembered her iniquities…” (Revelation
18:2-5 underline added).

Get Out of Churchianity
and Get into Christ

Going to church will not
save you. In fact, most churches will fall into this emerging false
church system. If you are involved in such, get out and find true
fellowship. More importantly, draw near to God, and seek a true
relationship with Christ. Be led by the Holy Spirit and not by
man.

Staying in a wayward
fellowship, thinking you can influence a change is risky. Few
fellowships have ever experienced true reformation from within. Few
pastors, elders, or denominational leadership has ever allowed or
will allow true reform. Every true and right change has come by
believers leaving the false and starting afresh in true reform,
embracing and restoring sound doctrine.

Many Christians have
already come away. Some have found independent fellowships where
the leadership is true, trustworthy and teaches sound doctrine to
help prepare for the coming dark days of persecution and trouble
that precedes Christ’s appearance.

Some that have come out of
churchianity have drifted— searching; finally, staying home and
worshipping. Some stay alone, discouraged. Some find fellowship
with a handful of like-minded believers content in seeking Christ
and becoming ready, not interested in fellow-shipping with the
errant just for the sake sitting in a church building. They hold
their own Sunday school class everyday with their children and
incorporate the principles and teachings of Christ by their
parental example.

There is a powerful
delusion of false worship within a churchianity-centered
fellowship. And this is part of the spell- binding work;
entertaining worship and fellowship that stimulates the senses
without a Christ-centered worship and discipleship message that
truly builds Christ-like character.

It is
better to gather with two or three believers than to be subjected
to a compromised Gospel that will oppress and easily lead the
sincere astray. Jesus said, “For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of
them” (Matthew 18:20).

Jesus did not instruct the
disciples to build a new temple or a giant amphitheater for their
meetings. The first church met in small groups at the synagogues.
And when persecution came, they met secretly in homes or outdoors
in seclusion. We are not to forsake assembling, but we are to avoid
the errant and the deceived that are unwilling to
repent.

Seek the true Christ,
learn of Him in Scripture, and pray continuously. He is faithful,
and He will reveal Himself to those who are sincere. Do not be
conformed to this world but be renewed and changed by allowing the
hand of God to discipline, train, correct, and reveal.

For
those who follow and obey all that Christ taught, He promised:
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one
is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father
are one." (John
10:27-30).

The foolish maidens were
not prepared. They did not follow the voice of Christ but the voice
of men and consequently sought what they did not have from the
world. They thought they would be part of the Marriage Feast but
were locked out.

Use What Time is Left to
Build Upon the Rock

Get ready now! Before you
hear the Midnight Cry!

Another powerful parable
that Christ taught is key to our becoming ready. Again, take the
time to review this teaching:

“Not everyone who says to
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me,
you evildoers.’

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the
rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon
that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the
rock. And every one who hears these words of mine and does not do
them will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand;
and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
against that house, and it fell; and great was the fall of
it.” (Matthew 7:21-27).

Again, in this parable,
Christ uses the terms wise and foolish to describe those who
believe in Christ. What the foolish and wise have in common is that
they both know of Christ and follow Him.

In the
case of this parable, the foolish will even do works in Christ’s
name—some even have supposed spiritual gifts. The difference
between them is explained: the wise hear Christ’s words and obey
them; the foolish hear them but do not obey. Though it is not
explicitly explained in this parable, it is understood in the same
parable recorded in Luke 6:46-49, hearing all and doing all of what
Christ taught is a key to being ready. In Luke’s account, Christ
chided the masses that followed Him saying, “Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do what I tell
you?” 

Jesus
commissioned the disciples by saying: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, to the close of the age” (Mathew
28:19,29 underline added).

Are those you follow and
revere as anointed teachers teaching you to observe all that Christ
taught in Scripture? If not, then they are leading you away from
the true Christ and attempting to get you to follow them. It is as
simple as that to discern!

Those who leave out the
harder teachings of Christ tickle the ears to keep the funds
flowing—for ill gain. They deceive the hearts of the naïve child of
God.

Avoid them! Leave the
deceitful trapping of churchianity and submit to the Lordship of
Christ. There is still time to enlist in Christ’s crash course of
true discipleship. Come out, now, in order to be ready to see
clearly in the coming darkness—before the midnight cry is
heard.

The midnight cry will go
out at the darkest hour as Christ explained in the parable of the
ten maidens. If you wait until trouble forces you to realize the
end is at hand, it may be too late for you. Wake up, now, in order
to be ready!

I must
warn—there will be suffering involved. Christ will personally
discipline, teach, and train you. Though, there may be trials that
may be difficult and even fiery, Peter warned in his
Epistle, “Beloved, do not be surprised at
the fiery ordeal which comes upon you to prove you, as though
something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as
you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be
glad when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter
4:12, 13).

Nevertheless, though suffering is required for the true
believer in Christ in the process of growing up, Christ will never
leave us nor forsake us. Peter further explained:
“And after you have suffered a little while, the
God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you. To him
be the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1
Peter 5:10, 11).

Give up the World and
Don’t Look Back!

Jesus said, “Remember
Lot’s wife.”

Jesus is clear in His
teachings on how we are to be ready. He warns us not to be burdened
or enthralled with the cares of this life. We are to give up living
for ourselves and seeking material wealth, living for others and
making others live for us, (care-taking) controlling, and worrying.
We cannot serve God and mammon (money). We cannot sin deliberately
and expect to get away with it. If we sin deliberately, we outrage
the Spirit of Grace and run the risk of the fiery judgment from
God. Nor can we walk in duplicity by lying to ourselves concerning
our shallow love for God.

The end of this age and
the form of this world is about to pass away. The transition
between this age and the coming millennial reign of Christ, 1,000
years, is going to be very troubling for believers and
non-believers alike. But life will go on causing many to ignore
these warnings. Many will not understand and discern the deceitful
works of Satan in the politics of this country and throughout the
world; nor, will many discern the power of the false
church.

All those Christians who
are at risk of being deceived are in this condition because of
their love of this world. Once you come to Christ, allow him to
discipline any sentimental clinging to what was—the American dream
is gone.

Jesus
used Lot’s wife as a warning to those believers who come to Christ
but in their hearts they are still clinging to the good times of
their lives on earth: “… As it was in the
days of Lot—they ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they built, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom
fire and sulphur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— so will
it be on the day when the Son of man is revealed. On that day, let
him who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come
down to take them away; and likewise let him who is in the field
not turn back. Remember Lot's wife. Whoever seeks to gain his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life will preserve it”
(Luke 17:18-33).

America is quickly
becoming a sodomite culture, politically and socially, and to fight
for it to be restored is foolish. Rather, the call is “Come out of
this society.” Not physically, but remove its defiling influences
from our hearts and minds. Leave it completely, and do not look
back. As it was in Lot’s day, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were
overtaken and controlled by evil just as our cities and most of our
culture is now. But we do get it all back when Christ comes to set
up the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.

To become sanctified (set
apart as holy unto God) can only be accomplished by the hand of
Christ and requires your total understanding, willingness, and
courage to give Him permission to discipline and train.

We must give Christ
permission to bring into our lives whatever situation may be
required to expose what is hidden in our hearts. We must die to
anything that would cause us to look back. We must allow Him to
teach us how to cooperate and obey so that we become cleansed of
all defilements. We must become a willing trainee in His work in
order that we may be equipped for every good work in ministry and
deed, glorifying God.

Many
sincere Christians are married to pseudo Christians who
sentimentally cling to the American culture and continue to love
this world. Lot did not look back at his wife when she looked back,
trying to warn her or save her, for if he did, he too would have
been turned to salt. Many weak Christians will end like up like
Lot’s wife, as they attempt to care take their spouse, children, or
close friends who refuse to “come away” and actually end up
neglecting their own relationship with Christ. Many will find
themselves unprepared, impure, and vicariously clinging to this
world through a wayward loved one, only to hear these terrifying
words from Christ, “I do not know
you.”

A Prayer of Consecration
to the

Lordship and Discipline of
Christ

There is
little time left but enough time to enlist in a crash course that
will be personally designed and implemented by the true Christ.
Make sure you understand what it means to become a true disciple of
Christ. He warned those who followed Him: “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began
to build, and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going to
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take
counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is
yet a great way off, he sends an embassy and asks terms of peace.
So therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he has
cannot be my disciple” (Luke
14:28-33).

Anything or anyone that
you idolize will need to die from within your heart. You have been
bought with a price. You are not your own. Christ waits for us to
surrender our lives to His Lordship.

Understand that in giving
Christ the Lordship of your life, there will be things taken,
replaced, or added to your life through circumstances and even
through trials beyond your control. Many will be painful challenges
that will expose any idols of the heart; fear, lack of trust, and
unbelief.

But
remember, “We know that in everything God
works for good with those who love him, who are called according to
his purpose.”

After taking some time to
consider all of this and you are in agreement and willing, please
pray the following:

Lord Jesus, I surrender
all to you as Lord and give you permission to do whatever it takes
to make me the kind of person you called me to be, even if doing so
requires fiery trials. If I try to take this commitment back,
please do not stop the trials. Continue to deal with me until they
are finished and I am all yours.

Bring me
into a relationship with you like that of the Apostle Paul when he
stated: “I have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

I trust
that you will bring me to a place of completion at the exact
time—before the “midnight cry.” Make me a temple for Father God to
dwell in, with you, and the Holy Spirit. You promised:
“If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home
with him” (John 14:23). I take you at your
word. Help me to do my part.

Thank you, Heavenly
Father, for giving me your only Son that I should not perish.
Therefore, I give myself to you and commit my spirit into your
hands. AMEN.

 


 


- 2 -

Prepare to
Endure and Serve God 


on the Day that He Acts!

God gives the
increase!

“And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who
were being saved” (Acts
2:47 underline added).

When God finds thirsting hearts that
will pay the price of preparation, He will release His Spirit to
bring those who are ready for salvation into the fold (growth in
numbers). Church growth for church growth sake is
folly!

To add souls to the
Kingdom of God (evangelism) without true sanctification, mentoring,
and discipleship invites trouble and gives false peace and false
security. God will add souls to His Kingdom and by His power when
He has a fellowship of believers who are in ministry to make
disciples—not simple pew warmers hypocritically playing church and
avoiding growing in maturity and in their salvation.

“You
have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; for 'All flesh is like
grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass
withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord abides
forever.' That word is the good news which was preached to you. So
put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all
slander. Like newborn babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, that
by it you may grow up to salvation; for you have tasted the
kindness of the Lord” (1 Peter 1:23-
2:3).

Most of what we call a
“move of God” is really a move of man’s spirit trying to enlist
followers to join a denomination or a special teacher or a
fleshly/carnal movement that is laced with false doctrine,
empowered by a demonic spirit posing as a work of the Holy
Spirit.

Setting the
Foundation

Jesus personally prepared
the disciples by teaching them truth, training them in ministry and
life experiences, and then bringing them to the end of themselves;
a process that Christ still employs today. If we are willing
candidates when trained and walking in the fullness of Christ, then
God will release us for ministry and add new converts to our
fellowship.

Embracing sound doctrine
that is presented by true leadership is vital in creating an
environment that produces true disciples who will become
Christ-like in nature. The Apostle Paul explains the purpose of
leadership and the importance of setting a proper foundation in his
letter to the Church at Ephesus.

“And his
gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; so that we may no longer be children, tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. Rather,
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, when each
part is working properly, makes bodily
growth and upbuilds itself in love” (Ephesians 4:11-16)

We must allow Christ to
lead us in setting a foundation for a mighty move of God. As He did
with the Apostles, our training will be in like manner. The true
saint will grow up and be able to discern false doctrine, a false
convert, false brethren, and false prophets—and become equipped to
handle the trials of life, while faithfully making disciples,
teaching, and mentoring new converts to observe all that Christ
taught in the love of God.

Setting a proper foundation
means that we must have our lives built upon the “Rock,” living and
ministering together in the love of God. Each man and woman in the
fellowship must obtain the grace of God and work through the
discipline and training of the Lord which will qualify him or her
to receive the Crown of Life and walk in the fullness of
Christ.

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled
master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building
upon it. Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other
foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw—each man's work will become
manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed
with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up,
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as
through fire” (1 Corinthian
3:10-15).

If we
build a foundation without Christ leading us, correcting and
transforming us, then we are just building a “Christian life-
style” without the Person of Christ. This is the condition many
Christians are in today—believers without true Christ-like
character being worked into their hearts and minds and a very
dangerous state to be in. I call these believers
“pseudo” Christians, not
authentic or sincere, in spite of appearances.

Receiving the Crown of
Life

It is in
the fiery trials of our lives, sharing in Christ’s sufferings, that
our faith is purified; here we are blessed and His glory is
revealed. When the purposes of the trials are accomplished, souls
will be drawn to salvation. Peter wrote: “If you are reproached for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, and of power and of God rests
upon you.”

Moreover,
James says: “Blessed is the man who
endures trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the
crown of life which God has promised to those who love
him.”

When the
lost sinner senses the true Spirit of Christ within a sanctified
saint who is walking in the fullness of Christ, then the Holy
Spirit will bear witness and draw the lost sinner—who is ready and
who God is calling—to salvation. Many come to a false salvation
because they have been enticed and drawn by man instead of being
drawn by the Spirit of God: “Truly, truly,
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh,
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that
I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ The wind blows where it
wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it
comes or whither it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit” (John 3:5-8).

Multitudes are born of the flesh–by the power of religion, not
by the power of the Spirit. Elsewhere, Christ said:
“It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is
of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and
life” (John 6:63). The disciples were
trained to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading concerning those who
were ready for salvation, and the Gospel they preached was not
compromised to entice and draw coverts.

Jesus led the Apostles
through tests and trials that ultimately made them Christ-like.
They were dead to self (fleshly motives) and alive to the
leadership of the Holy Spirit. He will do the same for us if we
learn to follow His leading for all of life.

We are to
be co-workers with God. Apostle Paul admonishes:
“For when one says, ‘I belong to Paul,’ and
another, ‘I belong to Apollos,’ are you not merely men? What then
is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as
the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave
the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything,
but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters
are equal, and each shall receive his wages according to his labor.
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's
building” (1 Corinthians
3:4-9).

Maintaining
Integrity

Through this process of
discipline, the Apostles were equipped to ensure that the Gospel of
Christ and the first move of God did not become compromised or
overtaken by the counterfeit. We also must learn to be trained and
equipped for the everyday tests and trials of life that are
ordained and orchestrated by God.

Through this, we will gain
wisdom to confront boldly the enemy’s schemes, being exercised
through the carnal and the false, so that we will maintain our
integrity in any true moves of God.

Many true
moves of God have begun with sincere but naïve leaders and
Christian workers only to have the work of the Holy Spirit
subverted by false Christian workers who walk in counterfeit faith.
Paul wrote: “I know that after my
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them”
(Acts 20:29,30).

Here Paul is warning the
elders of the Church at Ephesus about the presence of evil implants
and false brethren who would come in and destroy the true move of
God. Pastors, elders, and disciples must discern the evil implants
of the enemy and the false doctrine that would derail and hijack a
true move of God.

Paul’s
admonitions are still valid and we should embrace his
warnings: “I appeal to you, brethren, to
take note of those who create dissensions and difficulties, in
opposition to the doctrine which you have been taught; avoid them.
For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own
appetites, and by fair and flattering words they deceive the hearts
of the simple-minded. For while your obedience is known to all, so
that I rejoice over you, I would have you wise as to what is good
and guileless as to what is evil; then the God of peace will soon
crush Satan under your feet” (Romans
16:17-20).

Leadership and the true
saints in fellowship have the responsibility to maintain the
integrity of the congregation which often requires avoiding or
chasing away those who do not serve Christ but serve their own
agenda.

Paul also
admonishes: “I wrote to you in my letter
not to associate with immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral
of this world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since then
you would need to go out of the world. But rather I wrote to you
not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is
guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler,
drunkard, or robber — not even to eat with such a one. For what
have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the
church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. ‘Drive out
the wicked person from among you’” (1
Corinthians 5:9-13).

Indeed,
we are challenged by the word of God to “avoid them,” those who walk in guile,
(deception) and to “drive
out” those who call themselves Christians
but who refuse to give up sinful alliances. The leadership and the
saints are to maintain godly integrity in their
fellowships!

Biblical Principles of
Preparation

To prepare for a true move
of God in your personal life and the life of your fellowship and
community, carefully study the following principles:

You may find that you are
in the wrong fellowship. It is important that the Holy Spirit lead
you to a congregation where the leadership is building true
disciples of Christ. This may take time. While you are waiting to
find a like-minded congregation, begin examining and strengthening
your own relationship with Christ first. Pray for direction as you
seek a true and safe fellowship.

Do you see the end of this
age unfolding the way Christ foretold or are you still vacillating?
Make sure you have renounced all the lies and false doctrines and
you are willing to be molded by the hand of God for the work that
you have been called to do.

If you are awake to what is
coming upon the Church and America and you are attending a church
that contradicts this position, seriously pray for direction in
finding another fellowship.

You may very likely find
that a like-minded fellowship is not near you. Seek direction in
prayer to find other individuals that are also seeking true
fellowship and consider working with them for personal study and
fellowship. You may even become involved in a home church or start
your own.

As more Christians begin to
wake up due to increasing trouble, persecution, and Holy Spirit
revelation of the truth concerning the end of this age, there will
be many more coming away from false Christianity and seeking safe
fellowship.

Many
Christians let someone else do their work of seeking God—robbing
them of the joy of revelation in understanding who God is. Do not
be afraid to exhaust yourself in prayer, study, and in research,
“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and
you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it
will be opened.”

Ask yourself the following
questions and ask Christ for direction and confirmation:

Are you
truly born of God? Many Christians came to
God in the power of the flesh, pressured by carnal evangelism, or
through family tradition. This type of believer never personally
met Christ. If you are not sure you are born of God, ask Christ to
show you.

Have you
received the Holy Spirit? When Christ first
appeared to the Apostles after His resurrection, He imparted to
them the Holy Spirit many days before the day of Pentecost. Make
sure you have invited the Holy Spirit into your walk with Christ.
Baptism of power from the Holy Spirit will come later when Christ
has trained, disciplined, and released you for personal
ministry.

Do you
understand the Beatitudes? Christ’s Sermon
on the Mount is the standard for Christian living and demands
sincerity; you cannot fake it. If you have learned to act one way
in front of others and are living another way when outside the
presence of others, (contrary to Christ’s teachings) then you must
deal with personal hypocrisy and duplicity and become transparent.
We must be what others see–what they see is who we really are.
However, in wisdom, we learn not to throw our pearls before swine
and to be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.

Have you
entered by the narrow gate? Jesus
said, “Enter by the narrow gate.”
If you have not yet done so, make a personal
covenant with Christ that allows him to do
whatever it takes to change you and mold
you into the person He has called you to be. Be prepared for His
sovereign hand to discipline and guide you into His fullness,
transforming you on the inside. This transformation process is not
learning methods to live by or learning to imitate other
Christians. It is hard and sometimes painful work to have the
carnal, selfish intentions of the heart exposed and crucified to
have Christ-like character developed that replaces the carnal inner
character.

Have you
become lukewarm? The prosperity of our
nation and its love of money can have a strong influence on
Christians. If we become prosperity centered, Jesus warns us to
instead buy from Him gold refined in fire. He chastises those whom
He loves, which burns up our worldliness and opens our eyes to the
passivity of our minds and our lackadaisical relationship with
Christ.

Are you
striving to enter God’s rest? Religion,
carnal methods, and legalism create hypocrisy. We are to obtain the
grace of God— not some cheap grace that accommodates the works of
the flesh, sin, and love of this world. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in his
work, “The Cost
of Discipleship,”
penned the term cheap grace
and his ministry challenged Christians in Germany
to wake up and become true Christians. Unfortunately, too few
responded—which, in part, allowed for Germany to fall to Nazism.
Indeed, we are to be the salt of the earth and light to the
world.

Do you
have a trustworthy translation? It is
recommended that you use a word-for-word English translation
rather than a thought-for-thought
bible for study. Be careful of the
designer bibles published
by popular evangelists who interpret scripture for you. Use
original Hebrew and Greek reference study resources and then study
for yourself, seeking revelation from the Spirit of Truth.
Recommended translations: King James, Revised Standard, English
Standard, American Standard, and Young’s Literal are a few solid
word-for-word translations.

Discernment and wisdom is vital in this dark
hour. The Apostle
Paul wrote, “Be wise as to what is good
and guileless as to what is evil; then the God of peace will soon
crush Satan under your feet.” This passage
means that we must no longer be naïve
concerning evil and Satan’s schemes of wickedness, cloaked in fake
goodness. In the near future, you may have to worship and
fellowship in secret due to political upheaval or a takeover of the
USA. Hearing from God concerning spies and false brethren is one
key to survival and enduring to the end.

Beware
of popular teachers that mislead.
Jesus said many would come in His name and lead
Christians to follow them. Signs and wonders (a so-called
anointing) do not make one genuine. God warned: “If a prophet arises among you, or a dreamer of dreams, and
gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or wonder which he tells
you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’
which you have not known, ‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet or to that dreamer of dreams;
for the LORD your God is testing you, to know whether you love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”
In this hour, many in leadership will cause the
masses to follow after them and not after the true Christ. Judas
Iscariot was anointed to cast out devils and heal the sick but in
the end proved to be a devil.

Prepare
properly for Christ’s return.
We must understand what Christ taught concerning
His appearance, the Great Tribulation, and the end-of-the-age wrath
of God. Jesus made it clear that the last trumpet will catch many
believers off guard, and they may be left behind at the end of the
Great Tribulation rapture. Jesus taught us to pray that we would
have strength to endure to the end. The popular “Left Behind”
series of books and teachings have misled many to believe that the
rapture will occur before the Great Tribulation begins. To the
contrary, Jesus was very clear on this point. The rapture will
occur at the end of the Great Tribulation but before the wrath of
God is poured out on the remaining rebellious world. You may even
possibly be led to move to a safer location, leave the country you
live in, or stay put. Storing food, water, and other essentials is
also very wise.

Seek the
true Gifts of the Spirit in God’s timing. We should earnestly desire the
gifts of the Spirit. Unfortunately, the flesh often lusts after the
power and gifts of God. This causes much trouble and even allows
the enemy to manifest counterfeit gifts. Allow God to expose
hidden, carnal motives of the heart; die to them and wait for His
timing for the gift(s) of His choosing.

Beware
of carousing waterless springs.
This may sound harsh but Peter, Paul, and Jude
warned of false brethren who sneak into fellowships and cause
trouble. Many disgruntled Christians go from church to church
looking for a panacea and demanding the pastor and others do for
them what they refuse to do for themselves. It was so bad in the
early church that Peter referred to some in this condition as
“accursed children” and likened them to waterless springs, with
hearts trained in greed. Paul warned, “Avoid such people.”

Couples
and undivided devotion to Christ.
Marriage is to be a blessing in Christ—not
relationship idolatry where each spouse is required to live for the
other. Learn to die to the cares of this world, and secure an
undivided devotion to Christ as joint heirs of the grace of life
and partners in the ministry of the Gospel.

Free up
your pastor. That is, if you are in a true
fellowship. Christ has ordained that true leadership care for God’s
flock. They are gifts to assist in the maturing of each saint to
grow into the full stature of Christ. Your pastor is not your slave
hired to do the work of the ministry that God has assigned to the
saints of the fellowship. This is idolatry of
leadership!

This type of mentality
holds true leadership back from the study and preaching of the word
of God to equip you for ministry.

Pray,
Pray, and Pray! Most importantly, the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
congregation will be used in a mighty move of God. Pray that a
foundation be laid to facilitate a true move of God in your life,
family, congregation, and your community.

Final, True Move of
God—Before the End Comes

Just before the end comes
which will be marked by the beginning of the Great Tribulation, a
great move of God will come.

The message will be
divinely empowered by the angelic host. Previously unknown
ministries and individual Christians will be given Holy Spirit
unction to preach warnings of judgment and the true Gospel of the
coming Kingdom.

The whole world will be
shaken by this solemn and holy move of God. A call will be given to
the sincere Christian to come away from the love of this world,
sin, and false Christianity.

Large numbers will come to
the true Christ and many lukewarm Christians will flee from the
false Emerging Church—in some cases, “gutting” Mega-churches
attendance when the majority wake up to the lies and seek true
fellowship.

True leadership will then
appear on the scene and will be empowered with the same powerful
Pentecostal anointing and backing by God as that of the original
Apostles. This will demonstrate His approval of the true Gospel
they preach.

Many of these false
leaders will try to jump on the bandwagon and hijack this final
move of God but to no avail. The false will not be given an
opportunity to slip in secretly and gain access or a voice among
the true messengers that God will raise up to sound the warnings
and preach the truth.

True leadership will not
allow this—take note of the book of Jude and its warning: “For
admission has been secretly gained by some who long ago were
designated for this condemnation, ungodly persons who pervert the
grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and
Lord, Jesus Christ… But these men revile whatever they do not
understand, and by those things that they know by instinct as
irrational animals do, they are destroyed. Woe to them! For they
walk in the way of Cain, and abandon themselves for the sake of
gain to Balaam's error, and perish in Korah's rebellion” (Jude
4-11).

Some of the deceived
leaders in the present false Christianity will see the light and
repent. Many will become hardened when reproved and actually attack
the move of God and those called to lead. The Pharisees also
opposed the Apostles when the first true move of God came to the
new Church on the day of Pentecost, as recorded in the book of
Acts.

True leadership in this
coming final move of God will be comprised of men and women who
have endured the discipline of Christ, becoming true servants. They
will not attempt to make a name for themselves or attempt to lure
God’s people to follow them. They will truly teach and preach an
uncompromised Gospel—pointing to the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.

A true fear of God will be
restored to God’s people. Word will spread throughout this final
move of God that some who opposed or attempted to undermine this
work died instantly by the hand of God.

Instant death will come to
some as a warning and as an example to others, just as Ananias and
Sapphira died at the feet of Peter when they lied and tried to
elevate themselves to prominence. God will not let the false sneak
in and gain a platform to deceive the masses again in this coming
true and final move of God.

People will break down in
the middle of the streets, weeping, repenting, and crying out to
Christ for salvation. A solemn and foreboding atmosphere will fall
upon multitudes. The lost, together with the deceived but sincere
Christian, will respond to this end-of-the-age Holy Spirit
call.

The Midnight Cry—a Final
Coming Out!

“Behold, the Bridegroom!
Come out to meet Him.”

This coming move is the
midnight cry explained in the parable of the ten maidens in Matthew
25:1-13. This coming event is also explained in the good news of
the coming Kingdom found in Matthew 24:14 and in the parable of the
weeds recorded in Matthew 13:24-51.
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