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Introduction


In this ebook we will learn about all the
countries of Africa. First off, where is Africa? Africa is a
continent connected to two other continents, Europe on top of it
and Asia to its right i.e. east.

 


Africa lies to the South
of Europe and in the middle of these two land masses is
the

Mediterranean Sea [Medi
Terra meaning in the middle of land (terra means land)]

 


Now look at the following
map and identify Africa .
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As we can see here, Europe
is to the North and Asia is to the East. Otherwise, Africa is
washed by Oceans on West and East. Atlantic Ocean on its Western
shores and Indian Ocean on its South Eastern side with the thin Red
Sea in the North East.

 


Further, Equator, passes
through the middle of Africa and even the Prime Meridian passes
through the Western part of the continent.

 


Now, we are setting out to
learn about the countries in Africa. There are 54 of them in here.
It includes 6 island countries. And also includes a brand new
country formed on 9th
of July, 2011.

 


We will learn how to draw
the continent and all the countries on it. Let’s go.

 


By learning to draw the map
of the continent, the countries will get imprinted in our mind and
we will be able to remember them. The mnemonics will help us to
place the countries exactly next to each other. You will not forget
the sequence in which the countries come.

 


Outline of Africa


We start by drawing the outline of Africa. Notice
the HORN of Africa on the right. That is the area jutting out into
the sea.
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The First Three
Lines

[To Separate the Regions of
Africa]

 


First draw Line 1 as shown
below to mark out Southern
Africa

 


From the middle of Line 1
draw a straight line up and we call it Line 2.

This separates
Eastern Africa.



Now for Line 3.

This line no. 3 marks out
three more regions: North, West and Central
Africa.

 


We’ll start drawing out the
countries soon. First let’s see the Regions.
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The 5 Regions of
Africa


By drawing the above three lines we have
separated the regions of Africa and we will take them up one by
one; first the Northern area

 


We have broken off a piece
from the Eastern Region on top to include in Northern Africa and
that is the country of Egypt
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We will look at the five
Regions of Africa one by one: East, West, North, South and
Central.

 



Section 1. NORTHERN
AFRICA




We will now take up
Northern Africa and study the countries in there first. There are
two layers of countries in this region.

 


The first layer that we
would see comprises those countries having a Mediterranean
coastline in the north.

The second layer is just
below that having mostly landlocked countries.

 


The European countries are
just north of Africa: Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey … So, Africa is
across the sea for all these countries and there are steamer routes
crisscrossing the Mediterranean Sea. The shortest crossing is from
Southern Spain, from a place called Gibraltar to Tangiers in
Morocco. We will see Morocco soon. Curiously, Gibraltar is still a
British territory. The most important and famous of the Northern
African countries is Egypt which has one of the largest structures
on the face of this planet, the Great Pyramid of Giza.

 


We take up
Layer I of Northern Africa first.

The northern area would
have a few more lines to draw in order to separate the countries in
this region:

Line I draws out a coastal
sliver which is bisected by Line 2 and Line 2 is criossed by Line 3
leaving a little triangle below.

 


Line 2 bisects line 1 and
we get two countries: Western Sahara (which is only a partially
recognized country) and Morocco to the North. So, Morocco forms the
North West corner of Africa and is the nearest to Europe across the
Mediterranean.

 


Then we draw an X on line 2
by drawing line 3 to make a small triangle at the bottom of the X.
That small triangle is BURKINA FASO,
an African country with a melodic name for
its Capital City: OUGADOUGOU
(pronounced WAGA DOO GOO). Sounds like a
drum-beat, doesn’t it ?
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Finally two more lines.
Note that the vertical line starts at about the middle of the
segment AB in the South and goes up straight and the position of
Line 5 is quite clear: it starts from the end of Line no. 3 in the
previous diagram

That gives us an important
country. EGYPT

And the Second one:
CHAD
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We add another small
cubicle: TUNISIA and we are good to go with the Northernmost countries of
Africa.
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The Northern-most
Countries of Africa

 These are
countries which have a Mediterranean coastline

 


REMEMBER (going
from right to left)

 


EACH
[EGYPT] LIVELY
[LIBYA] TUNE
[TUNISIA] ALLOWS
[ALGERIA] MORE
[MOROCCO]

 


In this
layer, Egypt is a
very famous country of Africa with the Great Pyramid of Giza being
one of the 7 Wonders of the World

 


And
Algeria is now the
largest country in Africa. Previously it used to be Sudan. But in
2011, South Sudan officially separated from Sudan and thus, now,
Algeria is the largest country in Africa.

 


[image: tmp_c8b3b9d87cef0df00c9f7c6f68f647bd__4J68R_html_m3fcc08.png]

 


[image: tmp_c8b3b9d87cef0df00c9f7c6f68f647bd__4J68R_html_4d51822e.png]

 


Can you name the colored
countries in the actual map above ?
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