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Foster Child

The eight-year-old African-American child
awoke trembling at the end of his nightmare. He had dreamed of
being ripped away from a giant teddy bear and of being pulled down
a very dark hallway by a figure he could not see. As he rubbed his
eyes and looked around the room, he realized he was not at home.
“Where am I?” He sobbed quietly. He looked down and saw he had on
strange cowboy pajamas that smelled fresh, like they had just come
out of a package. They felt itchy and he scratched. The room
smelled different. No odor of urine, or the smell of beer or vomit.
Still, terror crept over him as his wide eyes continued to scan the
room. Then the doorknob began to twist.

A white lady came into the room. “Hi, I’m
Irene. I hear your name is Jacobi.”

“Where am I?” he cried out loud, his lips
puckered up as he wiped his nose with the new funny-smelling
sleeve.

“They brought you here last night. You’re
going to stay with me for awhile.”
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