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Introduction:
Interpreting the Timelines in This
Book

 


We are standing on the precipice of what we
have always known as American culture. The unknown is ahead of us.
The other stuff is mentioned in the timelines of this book. There
have been so many things that we wish never to forget, and there
have been a few that we so desperately wish we could blank out of
our mind’s eye forever. This is a nonfiction story of the images
that have reflected us, the sound bytes that have echoed us, and
the concepts that have inspired us. Everything but the kitchen sink
wanted to be included, but the limits of space defined those
elements that made the cut.

 


If something is simply mentioned, without any
associated descriptive words or phrases, you can assume that to be
the first introduction. A product can be invented, created,
patented, copyrighted, introduced, sold, or marketed. The selection
of the particular year in which to mention the item, event, or
product was often a very difficult process. The final decision was
based on the year that would seem to be the most appropriate to
most readers. Throughout the ten timelines, you may perceive the
cars seeming to arrive a little late, while everything else seems
to appear too early.

 


The phrasing and sentence structure varies in
a predictable pattern throughout the timelines. The items included
within each year vary from single words to whole sentences. Some of
the items are composed of a few words that might be called a phrase
that is not quite a whole sentence, and some of the items are
simply nouns with their attendant adjectives. This book can be read
in two distinctly different ways, and the preference for the reader
is probably mutually exclusive for each method. The person who is
reading Timeline cover-to-cover will probably prefer to read
many complete sentences that flow smoothly from one to the next.
The reader who is skipping around through the chapters, looking for
specific items, or using the book in a referential manner, will
feel as if the items are buried within the text. No index has been
provided for this second category of reader simply because the
index would be nearly as long as the book text itself. A carefully
constructed, yet seemingly random, compromise in the text structure
has been accomplished. The shortest and simplest statements of
items (nouns and events) open each timeline year. The longer
phrases that resemble newspaper headlines or sound bytes are listed
next. Complete sentences with periods at the ends instead of dashes
separating them are placed at the end of each year.

 


There is also a general content pattern that
has been utilized in every timeline. The most obvious items and
issues are listed first. The most boring and depressing items are
also listed first. The most unusual, little known, and entertaining
items are always listed last. Some of the most significant events
in American history are mentioned in the briefest manner because
Timeline is not intended to be a factually descriptive
history book. Many items include subjective comments that have
caused them to be moved further away from the opening of the year.
This also means items that do not have additional comments have
been moved up toward the opening of the listed year. The order of
the list within each year has absolutely nothing to do with the
chronological order of the actual events as they unfolded within
that year. When two items have been mentioned within a compound
sentence, those two items may or may not be related in any manner
whatsoever. Many compound sentences have been developed from the
listings of items simply to break up the obvious monotony of a
million simple, declarative sentences strung together. The risk in
the structure of this book is that it appeals to no single type of
reader, that it compounds its compromises with confusion. The
reward is that it appeals to a broad spectrum of reader types who
are seeking original entertainment more than factual information.
There are no rules.

 


Cars: All years pertaining to cars
refer to model year unless otherwise noted. In some cases, the year
stated could go either way: the exact introductory time is not
clearly stated or not available. For the purposes of this
rose-colored look at our nostalgic memories, the Sixties are
considered the zenith of the American car culture and mystique. We
had no idea how low the prices were until we looked back at them
decades later. We thought gas was high-priced when we encountered
40-cents for premium. The car chapter will hit the highlights of
our love affair, from its birth at the beginning of the last
century to the present day.

 


The Comfort Zone: This chapter will
cover the many inventions and product introductions that have
conspired to make our lives more comfortable. Practically any and
all references to food items and branding are included here. All
years pertaining to food items and products refer to the initial
year of creation of the item or the marketing of the product. As
with movies and music, many of the stated years may seem to be
premature. Most, but not all, of the brands discussed in this book
are in this chapter. Some items that do not quite fit into the
comfort category are listed in the timeline of hysterical events
chapter. Many items fit more appropriately within the toy chapter.
All the rest can be found here.

 


Gossip: The headlines you would
ordinarily read at the checkout stand are included in this
timeline. These cover a broad field of facts concerning the deaths,
divorces, and marriages of celebrities, as well as natural and
unnatural disasters. Many of the more entertaining issues are
included in this chapter as well. The depressing facts are always
listed first and the entertaining material follows.

 


Hysterical Events contains all the
historic events that are not included in the other timelines.
Things that relate to cars, music, toys, inventions, food items,
etc., are listed within their own categories. Although most of the
listings in Chapter 1 could be called events, many non-event items
that did not fit within other categories have been included here.
Two examples of these are guns and medical achievements. Although
some of these could certainly be loosely defined as comfort items,
and I know some of you Bambi murderers would rather see guns in the
toy department, placing these items within the parameters of the
miscellaneous timeline made just a bit more sense. Believe me when
I say that I am not being sarcastic here. The placement of these
two categories was a very difficult decision. I want this very
densely packed material to be as pleasantly accessible to as many
readers as possible.

 


Movies: All movie titles are in
italics. All movies are listed under the year they were
officially introduced, which can be confusing as you near the end
of the year. For instance, most of us think of The Graduate
as a 1968 movie because that is when we first saw or heard of it,
but its earliest screenings were at the very end of 1967. Most
sequels are ignored, not listed, or deleted from the timeline and
the text. A few exceptions are listed, especially one or two
quality follow-ups to a very good movie. All of the Elvis and James
Bond movies are listed simply because they contribute to the cult
of America when considered as whole entities. I hope not many
readers miss the deletion of the zillions of pathetic,
money-hogging sequels. It’s time to halt the celebrity obsession
that allows such gross volumes of cash to be made on bad movies. If
you insist on reading about Friday the 13th Part 13, certainly there are many more
complete sources than this one. I offer my apologies to all you
Trekkies for not listing all the Star Treks of theatre and
television. The numerous later iterations stand out as the line I
had to draw in the sand just to restrain the size and depth of the
timeline. Elvis and Bond, yes, Captain Kirk, Skywalker, and Harry
Potter, no: the pioneers of yesterday get the nod.

 


Music: The listing of artists includes
the most significant names that we heard first in that year. This
is a very selective, subjective short list that includes artists
whose first album was released that year, as well as artists we
first noticed during that year. The attention could have been
brought by the artist’s first hit single, a highly publicized live
performance, or extensive touring. In most cases, the band had been
formed in an earlier year, but national exposure was unavailable
until the year noted. All song titles are in “quotation marks”. All
album titles are in italics. The albums included tend to be
either the ones with musical innovation, long-lasting quality, or
exceptionally high popularity ratings. The list within each year
always includes these three categories in reverse order.

 


Please take note that many artists,
particularly through the Seventies, repeatedly produced album
releases of very high quality. These consecutive releases were very
often superior to the one or two quality album releases by
lesser-known artists. Purely for the sake of brevity, only the most
innovative, bestselling, or influential of these albums have been
listed. I have tried to keep the total number per artist as small
as possible, leaving space for as many different artists as
possible to make the cut. I can only apologize if your favorite has
not been included. Bear in mind that the album in question was not
forgotten. It is simply that a football team cannot have fifty
players on the field at the same time.

 


The name of the artist may have been omitted
from the list if the artist’s name is obvious because it has been
included in the album title. The artist’s name is more likely to
have been omitted for brevity when the name of the album and/or
artist is long. The name of the artist may also be omitted
occasionally in a reference within the text if the name is obvious,
such as in a reference to the songs, “Blowin’ in the Wind” or “I
Want to Hold Your Hand”. Other examples would be with reference to
albums, such as Dark Side of the Moon or Electric
Ladyland. Minimal overlap of the artist, tune, and album
listings has been employed whenever possible. Among the entries
selected for each year, the order of the list is significant. Each
list of artists, tunes, and albums is in the same order. The Top
40, popular, simple, hits with wide appeal are always listed first.
The most exotic, groundbreaking music with influence into the
future is always last. Every item is listed along this continuum in
what obviously must be a very subjective order.

 


The Nerd Channel includes all
published matter and computer related issues. The first items are
always books, with the author’s name listed first and the book
titles in italics. All other published matter is listed next.
Magazines are in italics and all stories, articles, poems, etc. are
in quotation marks. A random sampling of the highlights of the
development of computer hardware and software are listed next.
Computer games are not listed here. These can be found in the toy
timeline in Chapter 4. The P.I. (Playboy Interviews)
section notes many of the more recognizable or poignant names of
the Playboy interview subjects within the year of original
publication. All interview subjects are listed by the stated year
of the issue. Unlike the information in all the other timelines,
the order within each year represents the chronological order of
the original publication dates. The only exception to this is Ted
Turner the recorder stomper.

 


Sports: Only the tip of the iceberg of
traditional sports has been included. The sports obsessions of
America are so huge that the detailed statistics of any popular
sport have repeatedly been included in many books. A few unusual
events from the sports genre have been listed instead. Within each
year in the sports timeline, baseball is listed first, football
second, miscellaneous traditional events third, and the
lesser-known facts are listed last. The opening words and numbers
of each year are the World Series scores. The next set of words and
numbers are the Super Bowl scores. These two sets of facts always
precede any other sports comments. Yes, I know that football is
bigger than baseball in this country, but the World Series is much
older than the Super Bowl, so it gets listed first.

 


Television: All television programs
are in italics. The year under which any program is listed
is the first year the program premiered. Unlike the car timeline,
if the first run of the first episode of a television series was
shown in December, then that series will be listed in that year.
This is the case even if the show gained the bulk of its audience
during the following year, or even the year after that.

 


Toys: Traditional children’s toys are
always listed first and toys for adults are listed last. Within the
teenage or adult category, miscellaneous items are listed after the
kid stuff, followed by electronics, then motorized toys of a
non-automotive nature. All things relating to cars are listed in
the car timeline. Similar items such as motorcycles, ATV’s,
watercraft, etc., are listed last in the toy department. Ya’ll go
have fun now, ya heah?

 


 



Chapter 1:
The Timeline

 


Good for Us, Bad for the Indians

 


Important stuff like history and geography is
not as routinely taught in the fourth and fifth grades of schools
today as it was when the baby boomers began their public educations
in the Fifties. I don’t think kids grow up with the same sense of
historical significance that we were given. Although many of us
know that the stories of the Indian Wars have been told from the
viewpoints of John Wayne and General Custer, at least we grew up
with a sense of our national origins. One of the better episodes of
The Andy Griffith Show is the one in which Opie and his
buddies show no interest in learning American history. Andy and
Barney tell the boys the story of the founding of the nation in a
manner that appeals to ten-year-old boys.

 


You will not be required to recite the
Preamble to the Constitution or explain the Emancipation
Proclamation after completing this study of American history, but
there is a test at the end. The test is much like a book report.
You must read the book first in order to learn many of the answers.
Most of the questions and answers in the test can be found within
the timelines or text; however, a few of the questions and their
respective answers cannot be located within the content of the
book. The subject matter of these questions, although not
specifically discussed in the book, is closely related to its
content. The good news is that this book was written by taking a
full set of encyclopedias down to the auto-wrecking yard and
placing all the volumes into the crusher. The resulting squished
book was then examined thoroughly and a Cliff Notes version was
transcribed. The Cliff Notes version was run through a team of
for Dummies book editors, who transcribed the surviving
facts to me. What did I do? I wrote the comic book you are now
holding in your hands.

 


Timeline of America is the version
written for wide appeal to kids of all ages who now reside in the
21st Century, but grew up in the last one. In order to
fully comprehend the ramifications of the details presented in the
later timelines, we first have to get a firm grip on our historical
past. Instead of Andy and Barney telling the story, just imagine
that you are sitting in a circle in the basement with Eric, Donna,
Hyde, Kelso, and Fez, or that foreign kid, as he is commonly
referred to by Red Foreman. This is the story of America that we
all want to hear, just like we wanted to think the Indian Wars
resembled Sitting Bull more than they did Soldier
Blue.

 


The timeline of this first chapter begins
with the many facts, issues, events, and things that happened
before any of us were born. Most of us will fondly remember most of
the material presented in the later chapters, but like Andy Taylor
said, history has a valid importance to us all, whether we were
there or not. The following dates are not to be taken too
seriously. The specific year may be off by a digit or two, but if
it is, get a grip. This is not the American Hysterical Society.
It’s just me, the self-appointed psychoanalyst of the consumer
culture representing the Baby Boomer Generation. References to
particular corporate entities were sourced from the companies’ own
websites. We begin with a vacation to The Bahamas….

 


The Timeline of Hysterical Events

 


1492 – Christopher Columbus lands in
The Bahamas.

 


1493 – Juan Ponce de Leon was a
crewmember on Columbus’ ship that landed in Puerto Rico.

 


1503 – Queen Isabella of Spain bans
violence against Indians.

 


1506 – Columbus dies believing he had
discovered an island off Asia, not America.

 


1508 – Ponce de Leon begins the
colonization of Puerto Rico.

 


1513 – Ponce de Leon lands in
Florida.

 


1521 – Francisco de Gordillo sails
northward up the eastern coast to South Carolina.

 


1524 – Giovanni de Verrazano
discovered the Hudson River and New York Bay, and was later eaten
by the natives.

 


1528 – The Spanish fleet sinks in a
Florida hurricane. Don Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca lands on the
Texas coast.

 


1538 – The word America is
first used.

 


1540 – Hernando de Alarcon discovers
the Colorado River and California. Hernando De Soto enters Georgia.
Garcia Lopez de Cardenas explores the Grand Canyon.

 


1541 – Hernando de Soto discovers and
crosses the Mississippi River. Francisco Vasquez de Coronado
discovers New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas.

 


1542 – A law is passed in Spain
prohibiting the enslavement of American Indians.

 


1543 – Bartoleme Ferrelo discovers San
Francisco Bay.

 


1544 – The first rats come to North
America on ships from Europe.

 


1550 – Mt. St. Helens begins eruptions
that last throughout the next century.

 


1565 – St. Augustine, FL, becomes the
first established city in the U.S.

 


1587 – Virginia Dare is the first
child born in the U.S. of English parents.

 


1602 – Martha’s Vineyard is discovered
by Captain Bartholomew Gosnold.

 


1607 – Jamestown, Virginia, is
founded.

 


1608 – Bowling is banned in
Jamestown.

 


1609 – Henry Hudson discovers
Manhattan Island.

 


1611 – The authorized version of The
King James Bible is released.

 


1612 – Etienne Brule, the first
European to live among the Indians, discovers the Great Lakes.

 


1619 – The first legislative assembly
convenes in Jamestown. The first Thanksgiving Day is observed. The
first election in America is held.

 


1620 – The first public library is
established. The Mayflower gets blown off course and lands in
Massachusetts. The Mayflower crew leaves the remaining Pilgrims in
MA because the crew does not have enough beer on board to take the
passengers to Virginia, and then sail back to England!

 


1621 – The Plymouth, MA, colonists
sign the first treaty with the Indians and everyone pigs out at the
first Thanksgiving.

 


1623 – The word cowboy is first
used.

 


1624 – The first submarine is tested
in London.

 


1626 – Manhattan is purchased from
Native Americans for $24.

 


1628 – The first orgy with Indian
women is held in Quincy, MA. Thomas Morton is the first person
deported from the U.S.

 


1630 – John Billington, who had
arrived on The Mayflower, is the first American executed for
murder.

 


1634 – The first tavern opens in
Boston.

 


1635 – The first public school in
America opens.

 


1636 – Harvard College is founded. The
first town library is established in Boston.

 


1638 – The first recorded U.S.
earthquake occurs in Plymouth, MA. New Haven, CT, becomes the first
planned city in the U.S.

 


1639 – The first log cabin in the U.S.
is built. The first printing press in America is set up. The first
colonial post office opens.

 


1641 – The first law in America
against wife beating is passed.

 


1642 – York, Maine, becomes the first
U.S. city to incorporate (as Georgeana).

 


1643 – Ann Radcliffe establishes the
first scholarship at Harvard University.

 


1644 – The first reported UFO sighting
happens in Boston.

 


1647 – The first compulsory school
attendance law is passed in MA.

 


1648 – The first volunteer fire
department in the U.S. is established.

 


1651 – Massachusetts institutes a
dress code for the poor.

 


1652 – Rhode Island declares slavery
illegal. The first speed limit is imposed in New York City.

 


1653 – New York City is
incorporated.

 


1657 – The first autopsy is performed
in Maryland.

 


1658 – The first city police force in
The Colonies is established.

 


1659 – Tennis playing is forbidden
during religious services.

 


1663 – The Bible is published in
Algonquian.

 


1664 – The First Baptist Church is
founded in Boston. Wealthy non-church members in Massachusetts are
given the right to vote.

 


1665 – The first play is performed in
Virginia.

 


1667 – The first divorce law is passed
in Connecticut.

 


1668 – The first horse race in America
is staged. Three Baptists are expelled from Massachusetts.

 


1670 – Christian blacks arriving in
the colonies could not be enslaved in Virginia.

 


1672 – The first copyright law is
established in Massachusetts.

 


1680 – The first confirmed tornado in
the U.S. touches down in Cambridge MA.

 


1688 – The Pennsylvania Quakers
protest slavery.

 


1690 – The first American paper money
is issued in MA to pay soldiers.

 


1700 – The white-only population is
250,000.

 


1704 – The first successful American
newspaper is printed and the first newspaper ad later appears.

 


1706 – The First Presbyterian Church
is founded in Philadelphia.

 


1712 – Pennsylvania bans the
importation of slaves.

 


1716 – The first U.S. lighthouse is
erected in Boston Harbor.

 


1718 – New Orleans is founded by the
French.

 


1720 – The white population reaches
475,000.

 


1721 – The first smallpox inoculation
is given in Boston.

 


1729 – Baltimore, Maryland, is
founded.

 


1731 – Ben Franklin opens the first
public library in which members could borrow books.

 


1733 – The Molasses Act is passed. The
Freemasons are founded in Boston.

 


1737 – Richmond, Virginia, is
founded.

 


1738 – The Methodist Church is
established.

 


1747 – The first stand-up comedian
starts his routine in America.

 


1748 – Jews are given the right to
colonize. The First United Lutheran Church is founded.

 


1750 – The first modern shoe factory
is established in Massachusetts. The population reaches
18,000,000.

 


1752 – The first general hospital is
founded in Philadelphia. The Liberty Bell is built. Ben Franklin
flies a kite.

 


1753 – The first St. Patrick’s Day is
observed. The first steam engine is built in the U.S.

 


1755 – The French & Indian Wars
begin.

 


1758 – The first Indian reservation is
established.

 


1760 – The white population is
1,500,000. The Great Fire of Boston wipes out much of the city. The
first Jewish prayer books are printed in the U.S.

 


1764 – Parliament bans the colonies
from printing paper money. “Taxation without representation”
becomes the battle cry.

 


1765 – The Stamp Act, the first direct
tax the British levied on the colonists, is passed.

 


1766 – The Stamp Act is declared
unconstitutional in Virginia. Britain repeals The Stamp Act. The
first U.S. dentist opens for business.

 


1767 – Parliament taxes common
products in the Townshend Act.

 


1768 – The first U.S. Chamber of
Commerce is established in NYC.

 


1770 – The white population is
2,210,000. The Boston Massacre occurs.

 


1772 – The first licensing of doctors
occurs in New Jersey.

 


1773 – We throw the tea in the lake
(Boston Tea Party, for you airheads). The first public museum in
America opens in Charleston, SC. The Tea Act is passed.

 


1774 – The First Continental Congress
is established. The Second Boston Tea Party occurs. Britain closes
the Port of Boston to all commerce. Yet another Tea Party happens
in NYC.

 


1775 – William Dawes, Samuel Prescott,
and Paul Revere ride, but popular history gives all the credit to
the latter, who was captured by the British, who confiscated his
horse. Revere probably said “the regulars are out”, not “the
British are coming”. Ben Franklin is appointed Postmaster General
of the first Post Office. The U. S. Navy and Marines are
established. Patrick Henry says, “Give me liberty or give me
death.” George Washington is appointed Supreme Commander. The
United States officially begins. Daniel Boone blazes The
Cumberland Gap through Kentucky. We all sing “Yankee Doodle
Dandy”.

 


1776 – The nation is officially
founded. The Declaration of Independence is signed. The statue of
King George III in NYC is pulled down.

 


1777 – San Jose is founded as
California’s first town. The Stars & Stripes is adopted as the
first national flag.

 


1778 – The $ symbol is first
used. The first treaty is made between the U.S. and the Indian
tribes.

 


1779 – Benedict Arnold is
court-martialed.

 


1780 – The American Academy of Arts
& Science is founded.

 


1782 – The Bank of North America, the
first commercial U.S. bank, opens in Philadelphia. The eagle is
adopted as the official U.S. symbol. The first Purple Heart is
presented to a soldier.

 


1783 – The Revolutionary War
officially ends with a peace treaty.

 


1784 – Ben Franklin invents bifocals
and wants the turkey to be the symbol of the U.S. instead of the
eagle.

 


1785 – The first Fourth of July parade
is held in Bristol, RI. The Land Grant Act of 1785 sets aside land
for schools.

 


1786 – The first astronomical
expedition in the U.S. occurs.

 


1787 – The U.S. Constitution is
finally completed.

 


1788 – The Constitution is ratified.
New Orleans is almost destroyed by fire.

 


1789 – The U.S. Army is officially
established and the first U.S. Presidential Election is held. The
Constitution goes into effect and the first House of
Representatives is established. Fletcher Christian tells Captain
Bligh where he can stuff it.

 


1790 – The population reaches four
million. The first State of the Union Address is given. The U.S.
Coast Guard is established. U.S. copyright law is passed. The
Episcopal Church is founded.

 


1791 – The U.S. mint is established.
The first one-way street is opened in New York City.

 


1792 – The U.S. Post Office is
established. Columbus Day is first observed.

 


1793 – The first manned balloon flight
in the U.S. is accomplished.

 


1794 – The first American silver
dollar is minted. The first U.S. Senate session opens to the
public.

 


1796 – The first elephant arrives in
the U.S. from India.

 


1798 – The first serious fistfight
breaks out in Congress. The first large U.S. bank robbery occurs in
Philadelphia. Stonemasons whitewash the walls of the building that
will house President Adams in 1800.

 


1799 – The first printed ballot is
presented in Pennsylvania.

 


1800 – The population numbers five
million. The Library of Congress is founded. Washington, D.C. is
established as the U.S. capital.

 


1801 – Dueling is banned in
Kentucky.

 


1802 – Washington, D.C., is
incorporated. West Point Military Academy is founded.

 


1803 – The Louisiana Territory is
purchased from The French for $15 million. The first U.S. public
library is established in Connecticut.

 


1804 – John Deere is founded. Lewis
& Clark take a little trip.

 


1806 – Pike’s Peak is discovered to be
tall.

 


1807 – The first steamboat is built.
The U.S. Congressional Cemetery is established.

 


1808 – The first land-grant university
is founded in Ohio. Slave trading in the U.S. finally ends.

 


1809 – Wearing masks at balls is
banned in Boston.

 


1810 – The U. S. population is seven
million.

 


1811 – The first steam-powered
ferryboat is built.

 


1812 – The War of 1812 obviously
occurs. The Bank of America is founded in New York City.

 


1813 – The first federal vaccination
legislation is passed. The Office of the Surgeon General of the
U.S. Army is established. The Royal Philharmonic plays its first
concert.

 


1814 – The Star Spangled Banner is
composed.

 


1815 – The first New England
missionaries arrive on Maui.

 


1816 – The first savings bank in the
U. S. is established.

 


1817 – The first American school for
the deaf opens. The Seminole War begins in Florida. The New York
Stock Exchange is established.

 


1818 – The 49th Parallel
establishes the U.S./Canadian border.

 


1820 – The population has reached 9.5
million.

 


1821 – The first pharmacy college in
the U.S. opens in Philadelphia. The first U.S. public high school
is established in Boston.

 


1823 – The first state birth
registration law is passed in Georgia.

 


1824 – John Quincy Adams becomes the
only bald-headed president, as well as the first to be president
after his father held the office. Rhode Island Reds, chickens that
lay brown eggs, are first bred.

 


1825 – The first college fraternity,
Kappa Alpha Society, is established. The first Northern California
vineyards are planted.

 


1826 – The American Temperance Society
is founded.

 


1827 – The First Mardi Gras is
celebrated and the first official gambling casino opens in New
Orleans.

 


1829 – The first modern hotel opens in
Boston. The first passenger railroad line is established.

 


1830 – The population is 12.8 million.
The first locomotive in the U. S. loses a nine-mile race to a
horse.

 


1831 – The first recorded U.S. bank
robbery occurs on Wall Street. “America”
is first sung in Boston. The first U.S. steam engine train begins
its run. The Skull & Bones society is founded at Yale.
Copyright protection is established for musical compositions.
Cincinnati is nicknamed “Porkopolis” for its meat packing
industry.

 


1832 – The first railroad accident in
the U. S. occurs.

 


1833 – The Boston Academy of Music is
established. Oberlin College in Ohio becomes the first coed
college.

 


1834 – “Turkey in the Straw” is
composed.

 


1835 – P. T. Barnum’s circus begins
its run. The Liberty Bell gets its first big crack. The first sugar
cane plantation is established in Hawaii. The Texas Rangers are
founded as a mounted police force.

 


1836 – Santa Ana makes his 13-day
siege of the Alamo with 3000 Mexicans against 182 Texans. The first
Mormon temple is established in Ohio.

 


1837 – The Supreme Court is increased
from seven to nine members. The first women’s college is
founded.

 


1838 – Fire destroys half of
Charleston, NC. A major earthquake shakes the California Bay
Area.

 


1839 – OK becomes the abbreviation for
oll correct.

 


1840 – The population is seventeen
million. White lace wedding dresses become popular after Queen
Victoria wears one in her wedding. President Van Buren is attacked
during his campaign for his second term for “wallowing lasciviously
in raspberries”.

 


1841 – The U. S. Senate has its first
continuous filibuster. The first steam fire engine is built. The
first wagon train arrives in California.

 


1842 – The New York Philharmonic plays
its first concert.

 


1843 – The first advertising agency
opens in Philadelphia. The NYC population is 350,000. The first
major wagon train follows The Oregon Trail.

 


1844 – Nitrous oxide is first used by
a dentist.

 


1845 – The U.S. Naval Academy is
established. Bathing is outlawed in Boston except by a doctor’s
order. The religious community tries to block the introduction of
button-fly pants.

 


1846 – The Smithsonian Institution is
established. The Donner Party does lunch.

 


1847 – The population of San Francisco
is 462. The American Medical Association is founded. Colt
Manufacturing Company is founded in Hartford, CT.

 


1848 – The California Gold Rush
begins. The first women’s rights convention convenes in NY. The
Associated Press is established.

 


1849 – Pfizer Drug Company is
founded.

 


1850 – The population is 23 million.
Los Angeles and San Francisco are incorporated and American Express
is founded. The Allan Pinkerton Agency is founded. 50,000 Irish
prostitutes are in NYC. Only 2% of the population lives past age
65.

 


1851 – The Young Men’s Christian
Association is established.

 


1852 – Smith & Wesson and Wells
Fargo are founded. Emma Snodgrass is arrested in Boston for wearing
pants.

 


1853 – The first salaried firefighters
are paid in Cincinnati. Levi Strauss & Company is founded in
San Francisco.

 


1854 – The Republican Party is founded
to abolish slavery. Metal bullet cartridges are first used.

 


1855 – A train crosses the Mississippi
River the first time.

 


1856 – The first Republican National
Convention is organized.

 


1858 – The first photo is taken of a
comet. Central Park and Macy & Company dry goods store open in
NYC. Stanford University is founded.

 


1859 – The first insanity plea is
pled. Radical abolitionist John Brown is hanged.

 


1860 – The population reaches
thirty-one million. The Pony Express begins its brief gallop and
the U. S. Secret Service begins its long history. South Carolina
secedes from The Union.

 


1861 – The Civil War begins. Jefferson
Davis is elected President of the Confederate States of America.
The Pinkerton Agency discovers a plot to assassinate President
Lincoln in Baltimore before he can take office, so Lincoln slips
into Washington at night to avoid detection. Lincoln appoints
General George B. McClellen, a pro-slavery Democrat, as head of the
Army. The Gatling Gun is patented. The first income tax is levied.
Some of us sing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”.

 


1862 – The U.S. Mint is established.
Part 1 of The Emancipation Proclamation is written.

 


1863 – President Lincoln issues Part 2
of The Emancipation Proclamation and makes his legendary Gettysburg
Address.

 


1864 – Lincoln appoints Ulysses S.
Grant to head the Union Army. The first travel accident insurance
policy is sold. “In God We Trust” comes into use. The first hunting
license fee is paid in NY. Sherman’s troops set fire to Atlanta. A
federal law permits any woman to divorce a husband in the military.
The Sand Creek Massacre of 300 Cheyenne women and children later
inspires the movies Soldier Blue and (to a lesser extent)
Little Big Man.

 


1865 – President Lincoln is
assassinated. Robert E. Lee is appointed Commander in Chief of the
bunch below the Mason Dixon Line. MIT is established. Lee
surrenders to Grant at Appomattox.

 


1866 – Jesse James pulls his first
bank job. The ASPCA & Ku Klux Klan are founded.

 


1867 – The Reconstruction Act is
passed. The Department of Education is founded. The U.S. buys
Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million in gold. The first Belmont
Stakes is run in Elmont, New York. The Bank of California is
established. The first trainload of cattle is shipped from Abilene,
KS, to the Chicago stockyards. The yellow fever epidemic breaks
out.10,000 divorces are recorded in the U.S.

 


1868 – The eight-hour workday is
established for federal employees. President Andrew Johnson is
impeached, but he is acquitted by one Senate vote. The first parade
with floats in the U.S. is seen at Mardi Gras in Mobile, AL. The
University of California system is founded in Oakland. The Great
Train Robbery in Marshfield, IN, nets $96,000 for the Reno Gang.
Memorial Day is observed. A tax stamp is required on
cigarettes.

 


1869 – The American Museum of Natural
History is established. Gambling is legalized in Nevada. The
Pacific Lumber Company is founded.

 


1870 – The population is just under
forty million. The donkey is adopted as a symbol of the Democratic
Party. The U.S. National Weather Service is established. A
Republican Senator from MS becomes the first black member of
Congress. The first U.S. National Wildlife Preserve is established
in Oakland, CA. The Department of Justice is formed. Atlantic City
builds a boardwalk. The first woman graduates from law school.

 


1871 – The income tax is repealed. The
Civil Service is founded. The nation’s worst forest fire kills 1200
in Wisconsin and Michigan. The Great Chicago Fire kills 300. The
first human cannonball does his thing. The National Rifle
Association is founded. We all went to see “The Greatest Show on
Earth”.

 


1872 – Yellowstone National Park is
established. Susan B. Anthony is fined $100 for trying to vote in a
presidential election. Boston burns again. A cask of molasses
breaks open on the loading dock at a Memphis warehouse, creating a
sticky eight-foot wave that crashes over twelve pedestrians.

 


1874 – The first U.S. zoo opens in
Philadelphia. The army plays “Taps”.

 


1875 – The first Kentucky Derby is
run. A Nebraska grasshopper swarm 1800 miles long and 110 miles
wide invades the state.

 


1876 – Johns Hopkins University is
founded. General Custer ceases operations at Little Big Horn.

 


1877 – Chief Crazy Horse fights his
last battle with the cavalry in Montana and later surrenders, while
Sitting Bull moves his tribe to Canada.

 


1878 – The first U.S. bicycle race is
pedaled in Boston. The Salvation Army and The American Bar
Association are founded. Boot Hill opens for business in Tombstone,
Arizona.

 


1879 – The first telephone is
installed in the White House. The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers is
organized. San Francisco police arrest a dancer for indecent
exposure by failing to keep her skirt covering her ankles.

 


1880 – The population is fifty
million. Folsom Prison opens.

 


1881 – Barnum & Bailey Circus is
founded. Billy the Kid shoots two guards and escapes from jail in
New Mexico. Clara Barton founds the American Red Cross. President
James Garfield is assassinated. Sheriff Pat Garrett shoots Billy
the Kid. Things get shot up at The Gunfight at the OK Corral in
Tombstone, AZ. San Francisco has 233,959 residents, 428
restaurants, 342 oyster saloons, 90 coffee saloons, and 1400
bars.

 


1882 – The Edmunds Act outlaws
polygamy. The Knights of Columbus are founded. Jesse James is shot
in the back by one of his own gang members for a $5000 reward. The
Chinese Exclusion Act bars Chinese immigrants for ten years. Labor
Day is first observed.

 


1883 – The modern machine gun is
invented. The first vaudeville theater opens in Boston. Buffalo
Bill Cody’s Wild West Show entertains the city slickers. The
Brooklyn Bridge is built. A rumor that the Brooklyn Bridge is
collapsing causes a panic and stampede that tramples twelve
people.

 


1884 – Mississippi State College for
Women (now MUW) opens as the first state-supported college for
women. The Institute of Electrical & Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) is founded. The first roller coaster opens at Coney Island
with a top speed of 6 mph. The first bullfight is seen in Dodge
City, KS. The first known photograph of a tornado is taken in South
Dakota. The National Cash Register Company is founded.

 


1885 – The Washington Monument and the
first steel skeleton skyscraper are erected. The Salvation Army,
the Boston Pops Orchestra, and American Telephone & Telegraph
are established. The first photograph of a meteor is taken. The
first recorded serial murders occur in Austin, TX.

 


1886 – Geronimo surrenders. An
earthquake kills 110 in Charleston, SC. President Grover Cleveland
dedicates the Statue of Liberty.

 


1887 – Pearl Harbor is leased as a
naval base. William Randolph Hearst founds The Hearst Corporation.
The groundhog makes his first appearance in Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania.

 


1888 – The National Geographic
Society, Eastman Kodak, and the Moose Lodge are founded. The first,
official, annual rodeo is held in Prescott, AZ.

 


1889 – The Great Seattle Fire destroys
the city.

 


1890 – The population reaches 63
million. Yosemite and Sequoia National Parks and the U.S. Weather
Bureau are established. A German immigrant releases forty pair of
European starlings in Central Park. The starling population in the
U.S. is now over 200 million.

 


1891 – The Great Blizzard of 1891
blows. American Express introduces traveler’s checks.

 


1892 – General Electric Company and
the Sierra Club are founded. The Pledge of Allegiance is recited in
public school. The word homosexual appears in print for the
first time. Voting machines are first used. Abercrombie & Fitch
is founded. The first immigrant enters the U.S. through Ellis
Island.

 


1893 – Flag Day is observed. A
hurricane kills 1800 in Mississippi. The San Andreas Fault is
discovered. Sears, Roebuck & Company is founded.

 


1894 – The first state dog license is
issued in New York.

 


1895 – It snows in New Orleans. The
Flip Flap in Brooklyn is the first roller coaster with a vertical
loop, but its atrocious safety record brings it a neck-snappingly
short life.

 


1896 – The Klondike Gold Rush stirs up
Alaska. Wyatt Earp works as a boxing referee.

 


1897 – We begin to sing about the duck
that may be somebody’s mother in the “Stars and Stripes
Forever”.

 


1898 – The Spanish-American War
happens. The first amusement pier opens in Atlantic City. Guam
becomes a U.S. territory. Hawaii is formally annexed to the U.S.
Jazz music is born and Storyville is legalized as a brothel
district in New Orleans.

 


1899 – Mount Rainier National Park is
established. The Gideon Society places Bibles in hotel rooms. A
federal law against dumping any waste in any U.S. body of water is
passed. The first Juvenile Court is established in Chicago.

 


1900 – The population is 76 million.
250 grave robbers are shot to death. Galveston is devastated by a
hurricane. The NYC subway opens. Temperance agitator Carrie Nation
smashes the first bar with her hatchet in Wichita, KS. The Dallas
Symphony Orchestra is organized. Butch Cassidy, the Sundance Kid,
and their Wild Bunch pose for photos at a Fort Worth studio. The
first Salvation Army Santas are arrested for creating a public
nuisance.

 


1901 – President McKinley is
assassinated and President Theodore Roosevelt names The White
House.

 


1902 – The Carnegie Institute and the
Ralston-Purina Company are founded. The U.S. Secret Service is
first utilized to protect the President.

 


1903 – Niagara Falls runs out of water
due to a drought. The Wright Brothers fly in Kitty Hawk, NC. The
Wild West Show stars Cole Younger and Frank James.

 


1904 – A Baltimore fire causes $80
million in damages. The U.S. buys the Panama Canal Zone for $10
million. Helen Keller graduates with honors from Radcliffe College.
Mounted police are first used in NYC. A woman is arrested for
smoking a cigarette on Fifth Avenue in NYC. St. Louis police use
fingerprints to solve a crime in the U.S. for the first time. The
NYC subway opens.

 


1905 – The Rotary Club is founded in
Chicago. Einstein’s Theory of Relativity is presented. The U.S.
Forest Service is founded and the first forest fire lookout tower
is built. President Grover Cleveland publishes an article in
Ladies’ Home Journal describing why sensible women should
not want to vote.

 


1906 – The first long-distance radio
program is broadcast. Harry Houdini comes to fame as an escape
artist. The first federal prison is built in Leavenworth, KS.
Fraternity hazing is banned in Ohio. The Devil’s Tower in Wyoming
becomes the first U.S. National Monument. President Theodore
Roosevelt is awarded the first Nobel Peace Prize. The Fuller Brush
Company is founded and the Pure Food & Drug Act is passed.

 


1907 – President Roosevelt shakes 8513
hands in one day. 600,000 tons of grain is shipped to Russia to
relieve famine. United Pacel Service is established and Ringling
Brothers Circus buys Barnum & Bailey. Christmas seals are
invented. New York City gets taxis and a ball is dropped in Times
Square on New Year’s Eve the first time. The first black American
Rhodes Scholar is named.

 


1908 – Women are barred from smoking
in public facilities. Postage stamps are sold in rolls. The first
passenger airplane takes flight. The first federal workmen’s
compensation law is passed. Butch Cassidy & the Sundance Kid
are killed in Bolivia.

 


1909 – The University of Minnesota
opens the first university school of nursing. Lincoln head pennies
become the first coin with the likeness of a president. Sophie
Tucker sings in the Ziegfeld Follies. The Metropolitan Life
Insurance Tower of fifty stories is erected in NYC. The first
honeymoon happens in a balloon. (Is this the origin of The Mile
High Club?) Dinosaur bones are discovered in Utah. The oval office
is added to the West Wing.

 


1910 – The population is 92 million.
There are eight Harvard MBA graduates. The Mann Act forbids the
transporting of women across state lines for immoral purposes. The
first state fair is organized. The tobacco industry produces nine
billion cigarettes. Gambling is banned in Nevada. Father’s Day and
Hallmark Cards are established. Genes and chromosomes are
discovered to control inherited traits.

 


1911 – Roosevelt Dam is constructed in
Phoenix. Gold is discovered in Alaska. The first black policeman is
hired in New York City. The Goodyear blimp takes flight. The first
time sex appeal is used in advertising is “The Skin You Love to
Touch” Woodbury Soap ad in Ladies’ Home Journal.

 


1912 – The Titanic sinks.
Massachusetts enacts the first minimum wage law in the U.S. Joseph
Pulitzer donates $2 million to found the Columbia School of
Journalism in NYC. A brave soul takes the first in-flight parachute
jump. The first woman becomes a detective and the first Girl Scout
troop is organized.

 


1913 – The federal income tax is
re-established. Grand Central Terminal and the New York Times
building are built in NYC. The sixty-story Woolworth building
becomes the tallest building in the world. The first boat traverses
the Panama Canal. “Nude Descending a Staircase” is painted. The
first avant-garde art show happens in NYC (where else?). Interior
decorating becomes a profession. President Wilson holds the first
open presidential news conference and declares that the U.S. will
never attack another country.

 


1914 – The Federal Trade Commission is
established. Mother’s Day is made official after many years in
practice. WWI begins and the NewYork Stock Exchange is closed for
4½ months. ASCAP is founded for music publishing. Brothels are
banned in Washington, D.C. A crazed servant kills the mistress of
Frank Lloyd Wright and six children with an axe at Taliesin.

 


1915 – Rocky Mountain National Park is
established. The Kiwanis Club is founded in Detroit. AT&T
becomes the first corporation with a million stockholders. The
National Baptist Convention is organized. 25,000 women march for
suffrage in NYC.

 


1916 – Two airborne planes communicate
by radio. The first woman is elected to the U.S. Congress. The U.S.
buys the Danish Virgin Islands (St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St.
John) for $25 million. ROTC, The National Park Service, and the San
Diego Zoo are established.

 


1917 – The U.S. enters WWI. Congress
levies a tax on the excess profits of corporations. J. Edgar Hoover
joins the Justice Department. Denali National Park is established
in Alaska. 20,000 women participate in a parade for suffrage in
NYC. Forty-one suffragettes are arrested for protesting outside the
White House. NY allows women to vote. The Uncle Sam poster is
created. Sophie Tucker’s version of W. C. Handy’s “Saint Louis
Blues” sells a million copies. The Pulitzer Prize is established.
The Storyville brothel district of New Orleans is closed to protect
the large numbers of WWI soldiers stationed in the city.

 


1918 – The U.S. Naval boat Cyclops
disappears in the Bermuda Triangle. Airmail and airmail stamps come
into use. The first woman D.A. is elected. An iron lung is first
used at Boston Children’s Hospital. A tornado hits Codell, KS, May
20th, 1916, 1917, and 1918.

 


1919 – The first Miss America is
married with two kids. The League of Nations is founded. U.S. air
passenger service begins with the first airport site near Atlantic
City. The American Legion is established. Prohibition legislation
passes. Halliburton Corporation is founded. An explosion in Boston
breaks open a two-million-gallon tank of molasses that knocks down
ten buildings and oozes into the streets, killing 21 and injuring
50.

 


1920 – The population is 105 million.
Women finally get the right to vote with the 19th
Amendment. Prohibition begins. The first radio station is founded.
Italian immigrant Charles Ponzi is caught in various scams and
deported to Italy, leaving his namesake. The U.S.P.O. rules that
children may not be sent by parcel post

 


1921 – The first Miss America is
crowned in Atlantic City. A hurricane hits Washington and Oregon.
The first radio weather report airs in St. Louis. The first state
sales tax is levied in West Virginia. Hitler becomes president of
the Nazi Party. Crop dusting from an airplane is done in Troy, OH.
White Castle becomes the first fast-food hamburger chain. Striking
milk truck drivers dump thousands of gallons of milk on NYC
streets.

 


1922 – Radio commercials are first
aired and the first aircraft carrier is launched. The Hays Office
declares that two people cannot be filmed in the same bed, spawning
the popularity of twin beds.

 


1923 –The Disney Company is founded.
President Coolidge makes the first presidential radio address. The
Hollywood sign is erected. A National Oil Reserve is established in
Alaska. The U. S. Attorney General declares that it is legal for
women to wear pants anywhere.

 


1924 – J. Edgar Hoover is appointed
head of the FBI. The Giant Dipper roller coaster opens in Santa
Cruz, CA. Congress grants citizenship to all American Indians. The
first woman is elected governor. Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and
Simon & Schuster Publishing are established. Edwin Hubble
demonstrates the existence of other galaxies.

 


1925 – The National Better Business
Bureau is established. Bing Crosby makes his first recording and Al
Capone takes over Chicago.

 


1926 – The first radio network is
organized. RCA founds NBC and Walt Disney Studios is established.
The White House gets an electric refrigerator.

 


1927 – The first woman is elected to
the NYSE. Charles Lindbergh flies his Spirit of St. Louis from NYC
to Paris, the first solo, nonstop, transatlantic flight. Pan Am
Airways is founded and the Holland Tunnel links NY and NJ. The play
Showboat features the song, “Ol’ Man River”. The Cyclone
roller coaster opens at Coney Island.

 


1928 – Amelia Earhart becomes the
first woman to fly across the Atlantic. The Three Musketeers
musical premiers in NYC and “Amos & Andy” premiere on the
radio. Gene Autry makes his first cowboy recording.

 


1929 – The Stock Market Crash sets off
The Great Depression of the Thirties. Lucky Strike launches a $12.3
million ad campaign to sell cigarettes. Popeye is born and Chicago
hosts The St. Valentine’s Day Massacre. The first trade show opens
in Atlantic City. The Museum of Modern Art opens in NYC. “Tiptoe
Through the Tulips” debuts and “Auld Lang Syne” is played on New
Year’s Eve for the first time by Guy Lombardo’s orchestra.

 


1930 – The population is 122 million.
Eastern Airlines is founded and the first U.S. planetarium opens in
Chicago. The first fatality by hail happens in Lubbock, TX. 123
billion cigarettes are produced. Grant Wood paints “American
Gothic”. Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico becomes a national park. A
study in 2000 states that the AIDS virus may have been transmitted
from primate to human in 1930.

 


1931 – Hundreds of farmers storm a
small town in AR demanding food. The Star Spangled Banner is
officially adopted as the national anthem from the melody of an old
English drinking song. The 102-story Empire State Building is
completed. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer is introduced as a
children’s poem in Monkey Ward stores.

 


1932 – The Lindbergh baby is
kidnapped. Rock City opens on Lookout Mountain overlooking
Chattanooga, TN and seven states. Radio City Music Hall opens. Jack
Benny and Groucho Marx become radio stars.

 


1933 – Roosevelt premieres his New
Deal and Fireside Chats. The FDIC is established. Prohibition is
repealed and the Gallo Winery is founded.

 


1934 – Alcatraz Prison opens for
business. Bonnie & Clyde go on a rampage. John Dillinger,
Pretty Boy Floyd, and Baby Face Nelson are shot by federal agents
in three separate incidents.

 


1935 – Lie detector evidence is
introduced in court in WI and blood-test evidence is used in court
in NY. Airplane flights over the White House are banned because
they disturb President Roosevelt’s sleep. NYC bans organ grinders
from the streets to reduce noise. Persia is renamed Iran.
Alcoholics Anonymous is founded in Akron, OH. Louisiana Senator
Huey Long gives the longest Senate speech on record of fifteen
hours. President Roosevelt signs a bill to prohibit the sale of
U.S. arms to foreign belligerents. Morgan Stanley is founded.
George Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess opera opens in Boston. Bob
Hope and Frank Sinatra debut.

 


1936 – The Ford Foundation is
incorporated. Hoover Dam opens as Boulder Dam on the Colorado
River. The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge opens as the longest
bridge ever attempted. A wild camel was seen in Nevada for the last
time and the first giant panda in the U.S. arrives in San Francisco
from China. Edger Bergen takes control of Charlie McCarthy’s
mouth.

 


1937 – The Hindenburg zeppelin crashes
and burns in NJ. Amelia Earhart and her plane disappear. The Golden
Gate Bridge is completed. The first Santa Claus Training School
opens in NY.



1938 – The March of Dimes is founded.
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town wins the Pulitzer Prize. A
500-ton meteorite lands near Pittsburgh. The Federal Housing
Authority is established. Howard Hughes makes the first passenger
flight around the world. Firearm sales to known felons are banned.
The Hewlett-Packard Company builds its first product, an audio
oscillator that measures sound used in the film, Fantasia.
Seabiscuit, Superman, and Bugs Bunny become national heroes.

 


1939 – The Mayor of NYC orders the
city’s nude dancers to wear what would later become known as
G-strings while the New York World’s Fair was in town. Benny
Goodman and Kate Smith become famous and Frank Sinatra releases his
first recording. The first FM station begins broadcasting from
Alpine, NJ, and “You Are My Sunshine” is a new tune. Zip the frog
sets a new single-jump record in CA of 15’10”. The 4.4-second
chicken-plucking record is set in Wisconsin.

 


1940 – The population is 131 million.
A helicopter completes its first successful flight. The Great Smoky
Mountains National Park is founded and President Roosevelt wins a
third term. A 9400-year-old mummy is discovered in Nevada. Woody
Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land” is a new song and Glenn Miller’s
big band is making noise.

 


1941 – The U.S. enters WWII after
Pearl Harbor is bombed. The first U.S.O. is established. Mount
Rushmore is completed and the Manhattan Project begins to develop
the atomic bomb. Jimmy Dorsey & Orchestra are making big-band
sounds.

 


1942 – Count Basie & His Orchestra
is the new band in town. “Chattanooga Choo Choo” is the first gold
record (selling a million copies) and Bing Crosby’s “White
Christmas” is the top-selling single until 1997.

 


1943 – Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Oklahoma! opens on Broadway. Duke Ellington, David Brinkley,
and Jimmy Durante are the new celebrities.

 


1944 – D-Day is the big day. Stanley
Kubrick becomes a photographer for Look magazine and Roy
Rogers sings “Don’t Fence Me In”. Smokey the Bear is born. Paul
Harvey begins his radio commentary in Chicago.

 


1945 – Hiroshima is big news. The
first U.S. atomic test explosion is done in Alamogordo, NM. Hitler
commits suicide. The United Nations is founded. Tennessee Williams’
The Glass Menagerie opens on Broadway. A medium-priced home
costs $7500.

 


1946 – Labor strikes are the worst in
U.S. history. Annie Get Your Gun opens on Broadway for the
first of 1147 performances.

 


1947 – The Marshall Plan is born. The
Mob orders a hit and kills Bugsy Siegel for the cost overruns of
his Flamingo Resort Hotel project in Las Vegas. A Streetcar
Named Desire premieres on Broadway. Jackson Pollock and Scrooge
McDuck get fame and fortune.

 


1948 – World War II is over and the
Baby Boomers have already begun. Marilyn Monroe is declared
Artichoke Queen in Salinas, CA. The Hell’s Angels club is founded.
Everybody knows “A diamond is forever”.

 


1949 – The first Spanish radio station
begins broadcasting in Harlingen, TX. Death of a Salesman
opens on Broadway and South Pacific opens on Broadway with
the first of 1928 performances. NATO is founded. The first Mr.
Magoo cartoon and the first Ray Charles recording are released.

 


1950 – The “I Like Ike” years continue
and the Korean War begins as the ultraconservative Fifties kick off
with a U.S. population of 150 million. The Brinks Robbery is a big
newsmaker. The Peter Pan and Guys & Dolls plays
open in NYC. John Chancellor brings us the news and Paul Harvey
begins his national broadcast commentary. The real Smokey the Bear
is rescued from a NM forest fire. “Peter Cottontail” and “Frostie
the Snowman” are the hits as Sam Phillips founds Sun Records in
Memphis.

 


1951 – The King & I opens
on Broadway for 1246 performances. Alan Freed broadcasts from a
Cleveland AM station, using the term “rock and roll”.

 


1952 – Albert Schweitzer wins the
Nobel Peace Prize. Two new underground levels are added to the
White House. The first Holiday Inn opens on Summer Avenue in
Memphis. New Yawk City gets a new Walk/Don’t Walk signal. “Your
Cheatin’ Heart” is a big country hit and Bill Haley and His Comets
start something up.

 


1953 – The Korean War ends and the
Corvette and Playboy Magazine are launched. Lung cancer is
directly linked with cigarette smoking. 400,000 accordions are
imported in this peak year for the production of hokey amateur
music. The Platters, The Four Tops, and James Brown launch the
black version of rock and roll.

 


1954 – Brown vs. Board of Education
kicks off the big news of the year. The Geneva Accords divide
Vietnam into two countries and the Vietnam war begins. Jack Kerouac
and Allen Ginsberg spawn the Beat Movement of beatniks. Bill Haley
& the Comets record “Rock Around the Clock”. The first Elvis
recording is released and he plays his first Memphis concert. The
Newport Jazz Festival, Pat Boone, The Isley Brothers, and The
Everly Brothers offer more new music to discover.

 


1955 – Emmett Till is murdered and
Rosa Parks refuses to sit in the back of the bus. Polio shots are
given in school and Prednisone is developed. “In God We Trust” is
added to all U.S. coins and currency. Disneyland opens in Anaheim.
The Ann Landers advice column begins in Chicago. The first
McDonald’s franchise restaurant opens. The Marlboro Man is too cool
to be encouraging smoking.

 


1956 – The first American soldier dies
in the Vietnam War. Lake Pontchartrain Causeway is built in New
Orleans. The first gorilla is born in captivity in Columbus, OH.
The Guggenheim Museum in NYC is designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and
Phyllis Diller debuts her nightclub act.

 


1957 – Jimmy Hoffa gains control of
the Teamsters and the FBI arrests him on bribery charges. Sputnik
is launched. VP Richard Nixon is stoned in Caracas.

 


1958 – The first successful U.S.
satellite is launched. A nuclear sub spends a month underneath the
ice at the North Pole. The first non-stop flight from NYC to Paris
is completed. The John Birch Society is founded.

 


1959 – Alaska and Hawaii become
states. Mississippi is the only dry state. American Airlines begins
jet service from L.A. to NYC. The U.S. launches the first weather
station in space, two monkeys are launched into space, and NASA
selects the first seven astronauts. Nikita Khrushchev visits the
U.S. and debates Nixon. The Guggenheim Museum opens in NYC. The
last civil war veteran dies at age 117. The first Americans are
killed in Vietnam. The first known case of AIDS by HIV is
discovered in the Congo.

 


1960 – The population is 179 million.
Khrushchev makes a public spectacle of himself when he pounds his
shoe on the desk at a UN meeting. The Civil Rights Act of 1960 adds
federal protection to voter registration procedures. JFK becomes
the first Catholic president.

 


1961 – JFK accepts responsibility for
the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba. Eastern Airlines is established.
Jimmy Hoffa is elected president of the Teamsters union. Kennedy
increases the number of Americans in Vietnam from 1000 to 18,000.
The first Six Flags opens in Arlington, TX. This is the first year
since 1881 and the last until 6009 that reads the same upside
down

 


1962 – John Glenn becomes the first
American to orbit Earth. America reaches a high point in the threat
of nuclear war during The Cuban Missile Crisis. James Meredith
enrolls at Ole Miss. Andy Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Can painting
brings him national fame.

 


1963 – The U.S. population is
190,000,000. RFK orders Alcatraz closed. MLK makes his famous “I
Have a Dream” speech. Lee Harvey Oswald shoots JFK and Jack Ruby
shoots Oswald. Idlewild Airport in NY is renamed JFK Airport. Iraq
renounces its claim to Kuwait. The first disco, the Whiskey A Go
Go, opens in L.A. ZIP codes, named for Zoning Improvement Plan are
introduced.

 


1964 – The U.S. Surgeon General finds
“Smoking hazardous to your health” and some national magazines ban
cigarette ads. Malcolm X resigns from the Nation of Islam and
leaves the Black Muslim Movement. The Sioux Indian Tribe occupies
Alcatraz. Jimmy Hoffa is convicted of jury tampering. Sidney
Poitier is the first black actor to win the Best Actor Oscar. The
FTC commands that a warning be placed on cigarette packs beginning
in 1965. Robert Kennedy resigns as the U.S. Attorney General.
Congress declares bourbon the national spirit. The Civil Rights Act
of 1964 finally blocks all discrimination in the use of schools and
other public facilities. The most famous Civil Rights slaying by
the KKK in Neshoba County, MS, later inspires three movies. The
Yellow Pages let our fingers do the walking.

 


1965 – President Lyndon Johnson makes
his Great Society speech and increases the bombing raids on
Vietnam. Malcolm X is assassinated. The Odd Couple opens on
Broadway. California becomes the most populous state. The Sexual
Revolution starts everybody’s motor. The Supreme Court rules that
the government cannot prevent the use of birth control by married
couples. McDonald’s ad sings “You deserve a break today”.

 


1966 – The Department of
Transportation is established. Johnson appoints the first black
cabinet member. An arrestee’s Miranda rights are first read by
police. Biological weapons are tested in Texas. Dan Rowan &
Dick Martin hone their standup comedy act. Reagan becomes the
Governor of California.

 


1967 – President Johnson nominates
Thurgood Marshall as the first black member of the Supreme Court.
Hair premieres on Broadway. 50,000 Vietnam protesters march
on Washington. 474,000 U.S. soldiers are in Vietnam. A free clinic
in San Francisco spawns a nationwide movement. The eagle is
declared an endangered species. The first female car designer at GM
joins Cadillac. Haight-Ashbury becomes the center of the hippie
culture explosion.

 


1968 – Ralston Purina buys Jack in the
Box. MLK is assassinated on April 4th in Memphis and
riots erupt across the country. RFK is shot on June 5th
and his killer is immediately arrested. The emergency 9-1-1 phone
number is established. The Civil Rights Act of 1968 halts
discrimination in housing issues. The Democratic National
Convention makes history in Chicago. 500,000 march on Washington in
America’s largest anti-war rally. Nixon appoints Kissinger as his
national security advisor. Apollo 8 is the first manned mission
around the moon. Jesse Jackson begins to take over the peaceful
civil rights movement from MLK. A medium-priced home costs
$25,000.

 


1969 – The first man lands on the moon
and Neil Armstrong takes his big step. The Boeing 747 makes its
first flight. The U.S. population is 200 million. Monty Python
forms as an irreverent comedy troupe in England. The Cuyahoga River
in Cleveland catches fire from all the pollution in it. Troop
withdrawal begins in Vietnam. Senator Edward Kennedy’s career is
permanently damaged at Chappaquiddick. Nixon proposes his $10
billion urban mass transit plan. Hurricane Camille destroys the
Mississippi coast on the last day of Woodstock. American Indians
occupy Alcatraz Island. The U.S. Army admits to the massacre of
civilians at My Lai in 1968. 250,000 protest Vietnam in Washington.
Nixon signs the draft lottery bill. Robert Redford buys 6000 acres
in Provo Canyon to develop for the arts. Thirty-one California
teenagers break the VW Beetle sedan stuffing record.

 


1970 – The NASDAQ and the EPA are
established. The U.S. bans commercial whale hunting. The Supreme
Court rules that the statute of limitations runs out on draft
evasion after five years. The voting age is lowered from 21 to 18.
Students at Kent State burn down the ROTC building in an
anti-Vietnam protest, setting off the killing of four students by
the National Guard. 100,000 demonstrate on Wall Street in support
of U.S. policy in Vietnam and Cambodia. Nixon requests 1000 FBI
agents to patrol college campuses. The World Trade Center is
completed.

 


1971 – Charles Schwab is founded.
Nixon appoints Robert Dole as the head of the Republican Party.
Charles Manson and three female followers are convicted of murder.
Two astronauts walk on the moon. 13,000 anti-war protestors are
arrested in Washington. The White House Plumbers group is formed to
plug news leaks. The last issue of Look Magazine is
published. The Atomic Energy Commission explodes a five-megaton
bomb in Alaska that registers as a 7.0 earthquake. D. B. Cooper
drops out of an airplane and out of sight with his loot. The
Chicago stockyards close. The U.S. population is 208 million.



1972 – President Nixon visits China.
Black activist Angela Davis is found not guilty and released from
prison. George Wallace is shot and left paralyzed in a wheelchair.
The last U.S. ground troops depart Vietnam. The first female FBI
agents join the bureau. The DOW surpasses 1000 for the first time.
The last issue of Life Magazine is published. Frank Serpico
exposes corruption in the NYPD. John Wayne Gacy begins his crime
spree of serial murders. The Watergate Hotel becomes very
famous.

 


1973 – Six Flags starts a trend with
the first of the new generation of supercoasters at its Atlanta
park with The Great American Scream Machine. Four Watergate
burglars plead guilty and Liddy and McCord are found guilty in
court. Secretariat is sold for $5.7 million. The last U.S. troops
leave Vietnam. Nixon appoints Gerald Ford as the new VP. The Drug
Enforcement Agency is established and the Endangered Species Act is
passed.

 


1974 – Whistleblower Karen Silkwood is
killed in a car crash. “Have it your way.” Burger King ads
challenge Mickey D’s. The World Trade Center Twin Towers upstage
the Sears Tower as the tallest building in the world. A French
stuntman walks a tightrope strung between the twin towers of the
World Trade Center. Nixon resigns and President Ford pardons Nixon.
Sexual harassment becomes a new buzzword. Democrats sweep the
mid-term congressional elections. The firefly is declared the
Official Insect of Pennsylvania.

 


1975 – Jimmy Hoffa disappears. David
Frost buys the exclusive rights to interview Nixon. The Louisiana
Superdome is built.

 


1976 – Did we learn anything from
Watergate? George Bush becomes the director of the CIA for a year.
New Jersey legalizes gambling and Americans nationwide spend $17.3
billion on legal gambling.

 


1977 – The King is Dead. George Willig
climbs the South Tower of the World Trade Center and is fined
$1.10, one cent for each of the 110 floors. Anita Bryant attacks
the nation’s pansies in an anti-gay crusade. The IRS states that
Jimmy Carter paid no taxes in 1976.

 


1978 – AIDS symptoms are first noticed
in the U.S. The Supreme Court upholds the FCC ban on George
Carlin’s “seven dirty words”. Larry King launches his talking
career. Larry Flynt is shot and left partially paralyzed in a
wheelchair. Masculine names are for the first time applied to
hurricanes. 100,000 march on Washington to support the Equal Rights
Amendment. President Carter answers caller questions on NPR.

 


1979 – The Iran Hostage Crisis begins.
America’s worst commercial nuclear disaster happens at Three Mile
Island in PA. The Sioux Indians are awarded $105 million for the
seizure of The Black Hills of South Dakota in 1877. High-stakes
bingo is legalized for the Seminole Indians in Florida. The
Ayatollah Khomeini overthrows the Shah of Iran and Saddam Hussein
executes 500 rival party leaders.

 


1980 – The U.S. population is 226
million. The ABSCAM scandal pops out when Congressmen get arrested
for accepting bribes. Congress establishes the Superfund to clean
up hazardous waste sites. President Carter reinstates the military
draft. The first transcontinental balloon crossing occurs. Robert
Redford founds the Sundance Resort.

 


1981 – AIDS is absolutely and
unequivocally confirmed in NYC. Oliver North is assigned to the
White House. President Reagan is shot. $33 million is taken in a
Tucson, AZ, bank robbery. A man wearing a Spider Man costume scales
the Sears Tower in Chicago.

 


1982 – 750,000 attend an anti-nuke
rally in Central Park. The ERA is defeated. The Tylenol scare
begins when bottles are discovered containing cyanide and seven
people die in Chicago. The first annual Great American Beer
Festival is held in Denver, CO. An L.A. truck driver flies 16,000
feet into the air with 42 helium balloons lifting his lawn
chair.

 


1983 – The last hand-cranked
telephones are retired from service in Bryant Pond, Maine. The
federal government shuts down briefly. Reagan introduces his Star
Wars plan and MLK Day is established as a federal holiday.

 


1984 – AIDS is transmitted to a
healthcare worker through an accidental needle stick. A Mobil oil
tanker spills 200,000 gallons into the Columbia River and another
tanker spills 2.8 million gallons of oil in L.A. The U.S. Green
Party is founded. Geraldine Ferraro becomes the first woman VP
candidate. DNA is cloned from an extinct species (Who says
Jurassic Park is not true?) The biosphere project begins in
AZ. Rush Limbaugh begins his career on talk radio when a
medium-priced home costs only $80,000.

 


1985 – Crack cocaine is discovered. A
TWA flight with 104 Americans on board is hijacked for seventeen
days in Athens, Greece. Koko & her kitten capture the hearts of
soft-hearted animal lovers. Yul Brynner stars in The King &
I for the 4500th time. The Brown Derby restaurant in
Hollywood closes after 56 years in business. The Titanic wreckage
is found off the coast of Newfoundland. Monkey Ward shuts down and
Enron is founded.

 


1986 – The first case of mad cow
disease is discovered in Britain. The Challenger space shuttle
explodes in midair, killing all seven aboard. Johnson & Johnson
halts the manufacture of capsule drugs after the Tylenol incident.
The Chernobyl atomic power plant explodes in the Ukraine. Seven
million participate in Hands Across America. The Statue of Liberty
is renovated and the wreck of the Titanic is filmed. Iran-Contra
gives Ronny a headache and Lt. Col. Oliver North becomes a
household name. The first pumpkin tossing contest is held in
Illinois and Rosie the Ribeter sets a new frog jumping record of
over 21 feet in California.

 


1987 – The October stock market crash
brings the Mutual Fund Madness of the Eighties back down to earth.
David Koresh takes charge of the Branch Dividians and Wally-World
sees their gun sales increase. Martha Stewart becomes a K-mart
spokesperson. A $4.9 million slot machine payoff makes gambling
look profitable, but the medium price of a new home has climbed to
$110,000. 200,000 march on Washington for gay rights and introduce
the AIDS Memorial Quilt. Baby Jessica McClure falls down a well in
Midland, TX.

 


1988 – Jackson Pollock’s painting
“Search” sells for $4.8 million. The Phantom of the Opera
sweeps the Tony Awards. Pan Am Flight 103 is downed over Lockerbee,
Scotland, killing all 270 aboard, making for a somewhat somber
Christmas season. Osama bin Laden founds Al Qaida. The greenhouse
effect is first discovered. The World’s Largest Sausage is thirteen
miles long.

 


1989 – President Bush nominates Cheney
as defense secretary. Colin Powell joins the White House staff. The
Exxon Valdez springs a leak and the Berlin Wall is dismantled. One
million protesters in Tiananmen Square in Beijing, China draw
attention to human rights issues. A 14,000-mile cab ride costs
$16,000.

 


1990 – Wal-Mart becomes the nation’s
#1 retailer when the U.S. population is 248 million. Nelson Mandela
is released after 27 years in a South African prison. Perrier
recalls 160 million bottles of overpriced water after benzene is
discovered in a few bottles. The Americans with Disabilities Act is
passed. (Now you know where all those wheelchair ramps and
handicapped parking spaces by the front door originated.) President
Bush reneges on his “no new taxes” statement that helped him get
elected. Saddam declares in a television interview that America
could not defeat Iraq. 200,000 U.S. forces are in the Persian Gulf.
540,000 U.S. troops are sent to drive the Iraqis out of Kuwait. A
65-million-year-old T. Rex skeleton is discovered in South Dakota.
East & West Germany merge their economies. A six-foot-high,
500-pound Hershey’s Kiss is displayed in Times Square.

 


1991 – The Gulf War and Operation
Desert Storm are two names for Papa Bush’s pet project. Two million
attend a ticker tape parade for returning Iranian hostages in NYC.
President Bush declares at the end of the Gulf War that “We’ve
kicked the Vietnam syndrome once and for all”. The DOW surpasses
3000 for the first time.

 


1992 – The FDA warns of problems with
silicone breast implants and gazongas begin to deflate nationwide.
The silver Goodyear blimps are painted yellow and blue. Mafia boss
John Gotti is convicted of five murders and sentenced to life in
NYC. Bush Sr. gives Sam Walton the Medal of Freedom and Sam Walton
dies very, very rich. The Rodney King case starts a riot when the
LAPD officers are acquitted. The Survivalist movement is captured
by the media with the Ruby Ridge incident in Idaho. Hurricane
Andrew tears up Coral Gables, FL, and insurance companies revolt.
500,000 march on Washington for abortion rights. The FBI begins a
campaign against carjackings. Ross Perot joins the presidential
race twice and wins 19% of the vote as a third party candidate.

 


1993 – Bill defends NAFTA and appoints
Hillary to head a health care reform committee. The Brady Bill
slightly reduces gun availability. The World Trade Center parking
garage is bombed by Islamic extremists, killing six and injuring
1000. The BATF raids the Branch Davidian compound in Waco,
resulting in a 51-day standoff that ended in rice crispies for all
and a thorn in the rear end of Janet Reno, who had been appointed
the first female Attorney General.

 


1994 – Newt Gingrich becomes the first
Republican Speaker of the House in four decades. NAFTA and an
ineffective assault weapons ban take effect. Nelson Mandela becomes
the first black president of South Africa and Newt Gingrich leads
the GOP Contract with America movement. Orange County, CA, files
bankruptcy. Clinton appoints Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders to her
controversial position. Four Islamic extremists are convicted of
the bombing of the World Trade Center parking garage the previous
year and serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer is murdered in prison.
Wal-Mart stops selling handguns after being sued. 48,000
participate in the World’s Largest Chicken Dance at Oktoberfest in
Cincinnati.

 


1995 – The Federal government does
another brief shutdown. Marion Barry becomes mayor of Washington,
D.C. The Smithsonian cancels its plans for a Hiroshima exhibit
because it would show the U.S. as the aggressor and Japan as the
victim. The Federal Building bombing in Oklahoma City should be the
biggest story of the year, but O. J. upstages Timothy McVey by
trying on a glove. The Senate finally has enough of Packwood’s
sexual behavior and dumps his scandalous butt on the street.

 


1996 – The Welfare Reform Bill
accomplishes little in its attempt to clean up a mess. The
Telecommunications Act of 1996 is a mess in itself! The U.S. Army
discloses that it has 30,000 tons of stored chemical weapons and
the Freemen carry out an 81-day standoff in Montana. A total lunar
eclipse occurs. The World’s Largest Chicken Dance record is broken
with 72,000 dancers.

 


1997 – Newt Gingrich becomes the first
re-elected Republican Speaker of the House in 68 years. Hudson
Foods recalls 25 million pounds of hamburger meat over an E. coli
scare and Dow Corning settles a claim with 200,000 women suing the
company over the silicone breast implant problems. Bobbi McCaughey
of Iowa has septuplets only the second time in history that all
seven are born alive, and they are the world’s first surviving set
of septuplets.

 


1998 – Fires close 125 miles of I-95
in Florida. Paula Jones and Monicagate occupy far too many news
days. Osama bin Laden declares a holy war on the U.S. The Opryland
USA theme park is closed and demolished. President Clinton
officially announces Osama bin Laden’s Islamic Army as a terrorist
group. Clinton is impeached and acquitted by the Senate. The FAA
reports a hijacking threat from al Qaeda against a U.S. landmark
with a U.S. commercial jet. A 974-pound pumpkin is grown and the
World’s Largest Kazoo Band of 25,000 is presented at Oktoberfest in
Cincinnati. National TV Turnoff Week is an attempt at sanity for
the masses. Millions of grasshoppers invade Arizona.

 


1999 – The stock market bubble gets
ready to pop when the Dow surpasses 11,000 and the NASDAQ surpasses
4000. The West Nile virus makes the news and 76 tornados destroy
1500 homes in Oklahoma and Kansas. The oldest verifiable person
dies at age 119. Linda Tripp’s wiretapping conviction is
overturned. The FBI puts Osama bin Laden on its Ten Most Wanted
list.

 


2000 – The tech bubble pops. The
population is 281 million. Hillary is elected to the Senate and the
Southern Baptist Convention bans women pastors. Dubya accepts the
Republican nomination, calling himself an outsider who will return
civility and respect to Washington politics. General Colin Powell
is appointed the first black Secretary of State. Cats
completes its 18-year run of 7485 performances.

 


2001 – The airline industry crashes
and the Dow falls on its face when 9-11 tragically becomes
something so much more than an emergency phone number and a
legendary Porsche. Enron and Worldcom do their best to give Wall
Street a bad name. Disney’s California Adventure theme park opens
in Anaheim. The quietest seven minutes of the year occur in a
classroom on September 11th. The Red Cross receives $200
million in donations for WTC victims. The Anthrax scare makes us
frightened of the mailman. United Airlines puts stun guns in the
cockpits of all its planes. Bush endorses a $60 billion stimulus
package to pull the country out of recession and the U.S. Office of
Homeland Security is established.

 


2002 – Random shootings by a sniper in
the Washington, D.C. area frighten freeway drivers in the area.
308,000 acres burn in Oregon. Bush introduces five color codes for
national terror alert readiness. VP Dick Cheney tells a VFW
convention in TN there is no doubt that Saddam Hussein is amassing
weapons of mass destruction. Colin Powell supports the return of UN
weapons inspectors to Iraq before the U.S. takes any further
action. Rumsfeld claims the Bush Administration has secret
information that Saddam is close to developing nuclear weapons. The
Bush Administration selects a U.S. nuclear waste repository site at
Yucca Mountain in Nevada. Jimmy Carter wins the Nobel Peace
Prize.

 


2003 – The national deficit sets new
records. 11,467 firefighters battle blazes in Southern California
that cover 600,000 acres and destroy 3570 homes. Cedar Points’
sixteen coasters make it the roller coaster capital of the world.
The Space Shuttle Columbia explodes over Texas just before
re-entry, killing all seven astronauts. Jessica Lynch is captured
in Iraq. Howard Dean runs for President. The California recall
election of Governor Davis begins with 135 candidates ranging from
the silly to the sublime. A massive blackout shuts down ten major
airports and nine nuclear facilities in eight northeastern states.
Terri Schiavo does nothing to stir up controversy. Millions of
dollars are paid in settlements in several states to victims of
sexual abuse by Catholic priests. Arnold introduces his plan as
Governor of California to deal with the state’s budget crisis.
Saddam Hussein is captured. The first case of mad cow disease is
discovered in the U.S. Musicians strike on Broadway. Sixty tons of
pigeon poop are removed from the Narragansett Bay Plum Beach
Lighthouse in Rhode Island during its restoration.

 


2004 – The Las Vegas Monorail opens.
The Abu Ghraib torture scandal breaks and just won’t go away. Bush
wins a second term by a nose. The Clinton Presidential Center opens
in Little Rock. Barack Obama becomes a household name at the
Democratic National Convention in Boston. The mother of all
tsunamis kills 150,000 in Asia. The federal deficit tops $7
trillion. The median price of a Manhattan condo is $305,000.

 


2005 – Hurricane Katrina destroys New
Orleans and Hurricane Rita forces the evacuation of Houston only
three weeks later. Seventeen multi-million dollar homes are
destroyed by a mudslide in California. MIT students hold the first
convention for time travelers. Watergate’s legendary Deep Throat is
identified. Howard Dean is elected chairman of the Democratic
Party.

 


2006 – What disaster will top Katrina?
Long before hurricane season, we already have Spygate, Portgate,
and a videotape of a White House discussion of the New Orleans
levies prior to the arrival of Katrina. 500,000 march in protest in
L.A. of a proposed law against illegal immigration. American
journalist Jill Carroll is held hostage in Iraq. A survey shows
that Americans know more about The Simpsons than The
Constitution.

 


 



Chapter 2:
The Comfort Zone

 


Beginnings, Firsts, Inventions, Food &
Other Items

 


The America we thought we all knew has
disappeared into the mists of time. We are left with fond memories
and pleasant recollections of a country and a time that is long
gone. Most of us know the history. After all, most of us attended
public school and we passed the fifth grade. We remember hearing
how George Washington chopped down the cherry tree and could not
avoid confessing his crime to his dad. We learned that George was
born on my birthday, February 22nd. Many years later he
would marry someone named Martha and live happily ever after. We
did not hear very much about the many slaves George owned, or that
Martha owned a lot of slaves. We learned only the good
things. He crossed a river one day, and our teachers told us that
was a big deal. We even learned to appreciate war as a thing that
could bring us what we wanted. We might want freedom from taxation,
or we might want to control the world’s oil supply. Whatever we
want, we might be able to get it if we fight a war first. That’s
why there is so little war included in this book. George and I may
have the same birthday, but he was a warrior and I am a pacifist. I
don’t care to spend my short life fighting battles, and I certainly
do not want to be President. If I were President, the opposing
party would dig up my past and air all my dirty laundry out in the
public breeze. Did they do that to George back then? I doubt it. If
you look beneath the surface of fifth grade history, it appears
that George not only liked war, but he liked slavery, too.

 


Did Christopher Columbus really discover the
east coast of America? You know what I mean. Did he find New Yawk
or Boston or Atlantic City? Hail, no. He found The Bahamas, the
place we go on vacation. He must have liked the weather because he
returned in 1493 to land on St. Croix in The Virgin Islands, an
even more fun place. He did not land where many million Americans
now live, a place where it can snow ‘til the cows come home and
seventy degrees is something experienced during a couple of months
around our Independence Day. It seems that our fifth grade teachers
sort of fudged that story, too. Thirty years later a guy we never
heard of named Giovanni de Verrazano sails into the real America
where the snow falls over a pack of restless natives who later
ate his unknown butt! Now we find out that the Pilgrims were
not aiming their boat for Plymouth Rock. The ship’s crew just
dumped them off at what looked like a likely port so the Mayflower
could make it back to England before the crew’s beer supply ran
out! What else did they tell us less than the truth about? What
else did they gloss over? Did they really not inhale? Was no sex
going on in The Oval Office because no panties were lost in the
bedcovers? Apparently so, and that’s what this book is about.

 


Americans have always been a war-like race.
We fought this and we fought that all the way back to the
Revolutionary War. Then we had the Indian Wars, the Civil War,
World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam debacle, the
Gulf War (if you sneezed at the right moment, you may have missed
it), and the war with Iraq. It never really ends, does it? All the
many invasions and incidents have been omitted from
this list. The idea here is not to dwell on or recapitulate the
wars, but to dismiss them with a sleight of hand. American history
books have been crammed to the gunwales with this stuff. It’s time
to look at the bright side. Tons of fun stuff has happened,
occurred, premiered, debuted, been invented, been created, and been
introduced in the past five-hundred years, and most of it has been
in America. We have been the most innovative, overblown, over-done,
over-consumed culture in the history of the world. Just since World
War II, with all the people who are alive today, the United States
of America has created and/or consumed more toys, electronics,
appliances, conveniences, cars, motorcycles, airplanes, and other
consumable products than all the rest of the world in all of time
put together.

 


We listen to music copied onto a laser disc
from another laser disc inside a computer drive. Before that we
just listened to music copied onto a laser disc by a factory
somewhere. Before that we put a cassette into a drive system that
dragged the tape past hot-pressed ferrite heads that fed us the
music we had previously copied from a 12” plastic disc that
provided the road driven on by a teensy piece of diamond we called
a stylus. Remember that most of these developments have arrived
only since 1970. Back when the Baby Boomers were kids, we already
had the plastic discs, but the tape machines were bulkier, more
expensive, and trickier to use. Imagine the time when our ancestors
had to strike up the band to hear any music at all, and that era
was only halfway back through our five-century time period of
existence. In the larger scheme of things, we have gone from
scratchy, primitive, plastic discs spinning at 78 rpm to shiny
little metal ones that spin at a zillion rpm to reproduce sound
that is as perfect as the recording we gave the computer to
copy.

 


America was born from concepts that are
becoming alien to those who now live in the 21st
Century. We made ourselves comfortable with our inventions so
effectively marketed through our expanding media outlets.
Everything about us as a nation was expanding. Our democratic
principles were to carry us to the top of the world. Our products
would be the envy of the world. The only thing slowing us down were
the numerous wars we had to stop our forward marketing progress to
fight. Each time we halted commercial progress to deal with a
military conflict, we jumped right back on the civilian expansion
bandwagon as soon as the conflict had been resolved. This is
certainly the America we all wish to fondly remember.

 


The most universally accepted inventions,
developments, technological advances, and products are listed in
the comfort zone timeline. Most of the food products and associated
comforts are listed in this chapter; however, there are obvious
examples of overlapping inconsistencies. Many of these items could
have been listed in another timeline and many from other timelines
could have been listed here. Some items are listed in the years
they were invented, some in the years they were patented, and some
in the years they were marketed. There has been an attempt to let
the subjective selection of these years indicate when the item
began to exist in the eyes of the public, but that, of course is a
very difficult goal to accomplish. The nature of the development of
some items makes this goal practically unattainable. I can only ask
that the reader not get too hung up on the exact delineation of the
year, but instead focus on the perspective that has been presented
by the timeline. Let the cooking and inventing begin.

 


The Comfort Zone Timeline

 


1492 – Lead pencils

 


1498 – Toothbrush invented in
China

 


1526 – The Beretta family in Italy
manufactures crossbows.

 


1530 – The carpenter’s bench and
vice

 


1550 – The Beretta family begins the
manufacture of guns in Italy.

 


1565 – Pencils first manufactured in
England

 


1590 – The microscope invented

 


1603 – Galileo invents the
thermometer

 


1608 – The telescope invented

 


1621 – European honeybees shipped to
America

 


1625 – First apple orchard in U.S.
planted in Boston

 


1630 – Indians introduce popcorn to
the English colonists at Thanksgiving. The fork is first used in
America.

 


1643 – Barometer invented

 


1679 – Pressure cooker

 


1705 – Steam engine

 


1719 – First potato in America planted
in New Hampshire

 


1724 – Gabriel Fahrenheit invents the
Fahrenheit scale in Germany.

 


1738 – Bottle opener invented

 


1742 – Celsius temperature scale

 


1765 – First chocolate mill in
Dorcester, MA

 


1769 – First spinet piano in U.S.

 


1775 – Flush toilet invented

 


1776 – First American ice cream parlor
opens in New York

 


1780 – Ben Franklin invents bifocals –
Baker’s Chocolate introduced in Massachusetts

 


1783 – Hot air balloon

 


1785 – Power loom

 


1786 – Steamboat

 


1789 – Bourbon Whiskey distilled in
Bourbon, KY

 


1792 – The first cologne, 4711 Eau de
Cologne, sold at a shop at 4711 Glockengasse in Cologne, West
Germany

 


1793 – Eli Whitney invents the cotton
gin

 


1795 – Jim Beam founded

 


1796 – Piano patented – Washing
machine patented in New Hampshire

 


1799 – Standardized weights &
measures

 


1806 – Apple cider patented – First
cultivated strawberry

 


1808 – Anthracite coal burned as
fuel

 


1812 – First recipe for ketchup
published in U.S.

 


1813 – Rubber patented

 


1815 – First U.S. natural gas well
discovered

 


1817 – First gas streetlamps powered
by a local gas company in Baltimore

 


1818 – People begin wearing left and
right shoes

 


1819 – Stethoscope – Bicycle
introduced in NYC

 


1820 – Tomato proven edible

 


1824 – Rubber balloons & galoshes
– Steam locomotive

 


1825 – Soda fountain introduced

 


1826 – Internal combustion engine
patented

 


1827 – Friction matches

 


1828 – Sunbeam Mixmaster patented

 


1830 – Commercially bottled
ketchup

 


1831 – First practical coal-burning
locomotive in U.S. – Electric doorbell

 


1832 – First horse-drawn streetcar in
NYC

 


1833 – First paperboy

 


1835 - Natural gas used for
cooking

 


1836 – Samuel Colt invents the
revolver.

 


1837 – Procter & Gamble
founded

 


1838 – Telegraph

 


1839 – Charles Goodyear discovers
vulcanization – Photography

 


1840 – First adhesive postage
stamp

 


1841 – Venetian blind patented –
Stapler patented – Cork life preservers patented

 


1845 – Steam radiator used to heat a
room – Hypodermic syringe

 


1846 – Elias Howe sewing machine

 


1847 – First doughnut with a hole

 


1848 – Ice cream freezer patented –
First macaroni factory in U.S.

 


1849 – Safety pin – Gas mask – First
commercial laundry in CA

 


1850 – First wooden dishwasher
patented – Folgers Coffee – Baking powder

 


1851 – Evaporated milk – Yale lock –
Ice cream factory – Singer sewing machine – Sawmill

 


1852 – First Holstein cow arrives in
America

 


1853 – Potato chips – Steinway
pianos

 


1855 – Kerosene

 


1856 – Borden condensed milk

 


1857 – Electric fire alarm system –
Pullman train sleeping car – Toilet paper – Mason Jar

 


1858 – Mailbox patented

 


1859 – Electric range patented

 


1860 – Corkscrew – Martini – First
drugstore in Philadelphia

 


1861 – Telegraph lines to the West
Coast make the Pony Express obsolete –Gatling gun – First condom
newspaper ad in NY Times

 


1862 – Bacardi is founded in Cuba to
produce fermented molasses in a building with fruit bats that
inspired the bat logo inhabiting the rafters.

 


1863 – Fire extinguisher patented –
Color photographs – Free city delivery of mail – One-piece pedestal
flushing toilet introduced by Thomas Crapper

 


1865 – Nokia Company founded in
Finland to make wood products

 


1866 – Charles Elmer Hires invents the
first soft drink, an herbal tea he names root beer to be sold as a
non-alcoholic “temperance drink”. – First successful underwater
telegraph cable from the U.S. to Europe – Hops industry begins in
Hopland, CA, to cultivate hops plant for making beer – Jack Daniels
– The official recording of weather begins.

 


1867 – Reinforced concrete – Dynamite
– Refrigerated railroad car – Ticker tape

 


1868 – Tape measure

 


1869 – Vacuum cleaner – Celluloid –
Boston hotel installs indoor plumbing – Carbon paper – Waffle iron
– Chewing gum – Pillsbury – Margarine

 


1870 – Can opener – Adams chewing
gum

 


1871 – Carousel – Cigar lighter

 


1872 – Bloomingdale’s – Pillsbury
founded

 


1873 – San Francisco cable car

 


1874 – First washing machine designed
for home use – Levi jeans with copper rivets – Remington typewriter
– Ice cream soda – “Soda jerk” named for the quick jerk needed on
the soda dispensing lever

 


1875 – Electric dental drill

 


1876 – Alexander Graham Bell invents
the telephone. – Electric lights – Mimeograph – Pipe wrench – Dewey
Decimal System – I. Magnin department store opens in San Francisco
– BVD founded – Women’s underwear first sold in stores – Canned
sardines – Hire’s Root Beer finally marketed to the public -
Budweiser – Dr. John Harvey Kellogg provides high-fiber bran diets
and cleansing enemas to wealthy clients at the Battle Creek
Sanitarium in Michigan.

 


1877 – Bell Telephone Company founded
- Catcher’s mask – Earmuffs – Quaker Oats man the first breakfast
cereal trademark

 


1878 – Telephone directory – Corncob
pipe – Vaseline petroleum jelly – Electricity available for
household use – Chop suey invented by a San Francisco waiter –
Hills Bros. Coffee

 


1879 – Scott Paper Company founded in
Philadelphia – Woolworth’s – Thomas Edison invents incandescent
electric light – Light bulb – Ivory bar soap – Cash register – Milk
first sold in glass bottles

 


1880 – First sewage disposal system in
Memphis – First pay telephone in New Haven, CT – Alonzo T. Cross
patents the ball-point pen – Philadelphia Brand Cream Cheese

 


1881 – Roll film for cameras –
Pillsbury Flour

 


1882 – First electric Christmas tree
lights – Procter & Gamble advertises Ivory soap – Pancakes –
Heinz patents ketchup bottles

 


1883 – Long distance telephone service
– Standard Time Zones – Oscar Mayer

 


1884 – Fountain pen

 


1885 - First appendectomy – Eastman
introduces photographic film – First cafeteria opens in NYC – Waco,
TX druggist introduces Dr. Pepper as a fountain drink and calls it
a “Waco” – The hamburger is created with two pieces of bread at the
Erie County Fair in Hamburg, NY.

 


1886 – Johnson & Johnson founded –
Typewriter ribbon – Tuxedo – Yellow Pages - First dishwashing
machine patented – Coca-Cola invented by an Atlanta druggist

 


1887 – Mimeograph – First
mass-produced cloth diapers – First bacteriology laboratory –
Barbed wire patented – Contact lenses – First electric trolley car
in Richmond, VA

 


1888 – Eastman’s Kodak camera –
Revolving door patented – First incubator used with a premature
infant – Mum deodorant invented - Parker fountain pen – Drinking
straw patented – Log Cabin Syrup

 


1889 – Brassiere invented in Paris –
Aunt Jemima pancake mix – Calumet baking powder – McCormick Spices
– Pabst Beer

 


1890 – Scott becomes the #1 selling
toilet paper – Johnson’s Baby Powder – Lipton Tea – An early
version of peanut butter is invented and the hamburger is named
after Hamburg, NY.

 


1891 – The Wrigley Company is founded
in Chicago. Coca-Cola is sold by a candy company inVicksburg, MS,
in bottles designed by the candy company before the official Coke
bottle was introduced. – Fig Newtons – Quaker Oats – Del Monte
brand

 


1892 – Escalator patented – Clothes
dryer patented – Toothpaste tube – Book matches patented –
Macadamia nuts planted in Hawaii – Lea & Perrins
Worchestershire Sauce – Del Monte canned peaches – A special blend
of coffee is served at the Maxwell House hotel in Nashville

 


1893 – Ferris wheel – First vasectomy
– First successful dishwasher introduced at The World’s Fair –
Hires Root Beer available in bottles – Cream of Wheat – Shredded
Wheat – Juicy Fruit – Supreme Court rules the tomato a
vegetable

 


1894 – Winchester 1894 Lever Action
Repeating Rifle – Hershey Foods founded – Coca-Cola sold in bottles
for the first time

 


1895 – Canned pineapple from Hawaii –
Pizza parlor – Shredded coconut – Triscuits – Louis’ Lunch counter
in New Haven, CT, makes its hamburgers on toasted bread with no
condiments added.

 


1896 – Electric stove patented – Dial
telephone patented – Brooks Brothers introduce button-down collars
– Cracker Jacks – Tootsie Roll – Michelob

 


1897 – Telephone poles – Dustpan –
Jell-O – Post Grape Nuts – Campbell’s soup

 


1898 – Otis Elevator Company – First
prepackaged biscuit

 


1899 – Lawn mower patented – Snapping
mousetrap invented – Campbell’s Soup ads begin – Carnation
evaporated milk – New Orleans Oysters Rockefeller – Wesson Oil –
Dentyne chewing gum

 


1900 – US Steel Corporation – U.S.
Navy’s first submarine – Otis Elevator Company builds the first
escalator – Coney Island Hot Dog – Hershey’s chocolate bar –
Chiclets – Cotton candy

 


1901 – Vacuum cleaner – Instant
coffee

 


1902 – First brain operation – First
Automat restaurant in Philadelphia – First Audubon Society bird
sanctuary in Florida to protect herons and egrets – Goodwill
Industries – Air conditioning – Swift and Armour open meat packing
plants in Fort Worth – Pepsi Cola – Karo syrup – Barnum’s Animal
Crackers

 


1903 – Typhoid vaccine discovered –
Wire coathanger – Gillette safety razor blade – Kraft Foods founded
– Sanka – Hot fudge sundae

 


1904 – 14% of U.S. homes have a
bathtub and 8% have telephones – Gillette safety razor – Tea bag –
Dr. Pepper sold nationally – Campbell’s Pork & Beans – Canada
Dry ginger ale – Popcorn – Peanut butter – The hamburger, the
banana split, and ice cream cones are the big hits of the St. Louis
World’s Fair.

 


1905 – Rolex founded in Switzerland –
Lightweight electric iron – Plywood – Royal Crown Cola developed –
Mayonnaise – Popsicle invented by an eleven-year-old

 


1906 – Victor Victrola – Vacuum radio
tube invented – Pure Food & Drug Act – A-1 Steak Sauce – First
Kellogg’s Corn Flakes ad – Dr. Pepper bottled in Waco, TX

 


1907 – Cathode ray tube invented –
Electric automatic washer and dryer introduced – Hershey’s Kisses –
President Teddy Roosevelt says Maxwell House Coffee is good to the
last drop.

 


1908 – Hoover produces the first
successful portable vacuum cleaner – GE electric toaster –
Disposable drinking cup – French dip sandwich – Sears & Roebuck
catalog offers 450 house models in kit form – Post Toasties

 


1909 – First credit union – Max Factor
founded – Florence Nightingale Graham changes her name to Elizabeth
Arden and opens a beauty salon in NYC – Lipton Tea

 


1910 – First successful takeoff and
landing from a ship – Boy Scouts of America – Camp Fire Girls –
Rayon – Black & Decker – Asphalt – L’Oreal founded – Tea
bag

 


1911 – Crisco – Mazola – Unhappy
audience members throw rotten vegetables at actors for the first
time

 


1912 – Polyvinyl chloride - MDMA, the
predecessor to the drug ecstasy, discovered – Dixie Cup – Life
Savers – Morton Salt – Whitman Sampler – Prizes added to Cracker
Jacks – Absinthe banned – Hellman’s Mayonnaise

 


1913 – Crossword puzzle – First
residential air conditioning in Minneapolis mansion – Buffalo
nickel – Brillo pads – Peppermint Life Savers – Oreos

 


1914 – W. H. Carrier patents the air
conditioner – Brassiere patented – Foxtrot – Maybelline mascara –
Importation of Mexican avocados banned until 1997 – U.S. Navy
changes the daily rum ration to grape juice – Noxema skin cream –
Fruit cocktail – Wrigley’s Doublemint Gum

 


1915 – Lipstick in cylindrical metal
tubes – Pyrex – Coke bottle created by a glassblower in Terre
Haute, IN

 


1916 – Sheetrock – Stanford-Binet IQ
Test published – Bobby pin comes to U.S. – Coney Island Hot Dogs –
Kraft introduces processed cheese – Orange Crush – Coke bottle
marketed – The first Piggly Wiggly opens in Memphis as the first
modern self-service grocery as we know it today. The founder’s
mansion will later become The Pink Palace Museum.

 


1917 – Browning Automatic Rifle –
Schick electric razor – Clark Bar – Moon Pie

 


1918 – Daylight Savings Time – Pop-up
toaster invented – Velveeta processed cheese invented

 


1919 – Gas heating furnace patented –
First rotary-dial phones installed in Norfolk, VA – Pop-up toaster
– Malt-O-Meal – Sunkist

 


1920 – Noxzema Chemical Company –
Kimberly-Clark (under another corporate name) introduces Kotex
feminine pads – Baby Ruth candy bar named for President Grover
Cleveland’s daughter – Wonder Bread

 


1921 – Drano – Electrolux vacuum
cleaner – Polygraph invented – Chanel No. 5 the first mass-marketed
synthetic fragrance – Johnson & Johnson Band-Aid – Betty
Crocker – Eskimo Pie – Land O’ Lakes Butter – Mounds – Oh Henry! –
Sioux Bee Honey – Wonder Bread – Louis Rich meats – White Castle
founded in Wichita, KS

 


1922 – Fax – Skywriting – The
Charleston – A & W Root Beer

 


1923 – First suburban shopping center
opens in Kansas City, MO – Sanka – Milky Way – Welch’s Grape Jelly
– The popsicle is patented by its 1905 discoverer and named by his
kids.

 


1924 – Kleenex – Frosted incandescent
lamp invented – Cheeseburger – Bit-O-Honey – Oscar Mayer Bacon –
Wheaties – Nehi

 


1925 – First Sears retail store in
Chicago – Vice-grip pliers – Shalimar perfume – Mr. Goodbar –
Wesson Oil – Green Giant peas

 


1926 – First Montgomery Ward store
opens in Plymouth, IN – Camay soap for women – Quaker Oats Company
buys the Aunt Jemima recipes and trademarks – Toastmaster pop-up
toaster – Hershey’s Chocolate Syrup – Hormel Ham – Milk Duds –
Orange Julius – Skinner’s Raisin Bran

 


1927 – The birth of the Craftsman and
Kenmore brands – Polysterene – Gerber baby food – Insinkerator
garbage disposal – Clarence Birdseye pioneers the flash-freezing of
fresh fish, meat, and vegetables under pressure – Kool-Aid –
Homogenized milk

 


1928 – Penicillin – Scotch tape –
Clip-on tie designed – Charmin – Jolly Green Giant – Nabisco
Shredded Wheat – Butterfinger – Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup – Peter
Pan Peanut Butter – Hershey’s Chocolate Chips – Rice Krispies – The
last year that cocaine was an ingredient in Coca-Cola –
Kraft markets Velveeta processed cheese. Pink Dubble Bubble
bubblegum is created because pink was the only color of food
coloring on hand at the moment.

 


1929 – Bingo – First neon lights in
Las Vegas – Tampax tampon invented by Denver physician – Graham
Crackers created to control lust

 


1930 – Nylon invented – Freon
introduced into the U.S. – Masking tape – Scotch Tape – Flashbulb
patented – Synthetic rubber – Max Factor Lip Gloss – Snickers –
Hostess Twinkies – Birds Eye – Bisquick – Toll House Cookies –
Wonder Bread – Ocean Spray founded by cranberry growers

 


1931 – First reliable, long-lasting
cathode ray tube – Self-winding watch patented by Rolex –
Alka-Seltzer – Tampax Tampon invented and patented – Schick markets
the first electric razor – Hawaiian aloha shirt – Tootsie Pop –
Bisquick – First ice vending machine introduced in Los Angeles –
Canned rattlesnake meat first sold in FL

 


1932 – Night flights – Scotch tape
dispenser – Charmin four-roll pack – Revlon introduces a
long-lasting nail enamel using pigments instead of dyes – Tabu by
Dana perfume – Three Musketeers – Heath – Corn chips – Bagel – The
Krystal hamburger restaurant chain is founded in Chattanooga,
TN.

 


1933 – Boeing 247 commercial airliner
– Singing telegram – First Mickey Mouse clock – Windex – Vitamin B1
– V-8 Juice – 7-Up – Miracle Whip – Skippy peanut butter – Snap, of
Snap, Crackle & Pop, first appears on a Rice Krispies box.

 


1934 – Muzak – First Laundromat,
called a washateria, opens in Fort Worth – Metamucil – Ritz
Crackers – Royal Crown Cola marketed by Nehi Corporation –
Cheeseburger born in Louisville KY – Hawaiian Punch concentrate is
created as an ice cream topping in a Fullerton, CA, garage.

 


1935 – Hammond organ – Electric
typewriter – Stanton Avery introduces self-sticking labels –
Roto-Rooter machine – Tyson Foods founded – Joy perfume – Canoe
cologne – First canned beer – Five Flavor Life Savers – The
cheeseburger is patented by a competitor in Denver, CO. The
Governor of Kentucky makes Harland Sanders a Kentucky Colonel
because she was so impressed with his fried chicken.

 


1936 – Tampax founded in Delaware
& first printed tampon ad – Waring Blender – Zip-up fly pants –
First fitness club in CA introduces the jumping jack exercise –
Electric blanket – Fixodent denture adhesive – Betty Crocker –
Bob’s Big Boy opens in Glendale, CA – Dom Perignon champagne – Girl
Scout Cookies – Mars Bar – Oscar Mayer premieres the
Wienermobile

 


1937 – Dow Chemical develops plastic –
Jet engine – Ski lifts introduced in Sun Valley, ID – First mobile
VD clinic in Brunswick, GA – Remington electric shaver – Old Spice
cologne for women – Max Factor Pan-Cake Makeup – Cyclamates – A
& P Supermarket – Shopping cart – Krispy Crème doughnuts –
General Mills Kix is the first puffed cereal – Kit Kat – Spam –
Ragu Spaghetti Sauce – Kraft Macaroni & Cheese – Margaret
Fogarty Rudkin begins baking whole-wheat bread in a stable on her
family’s Pepperidge Farm.

 


1938 – DuPont toothbrush first nylon
product on the market – Seeing eye dogs – Photocopier invented –
Old Spice after shave for men – Borden’s Elsie the Cow – Ball-point
pen invented – Plastic contact lenses – Instant coffee invented –
Hershey Krackel – Nestle Crunch – Nescafe Instant Coffee – Teflon –
Squirt

 


1939 – Rayovac dry-cell battery –
Lay’s Potato Chips – Time capsule – Food stamps – Nylon stockings –
Fluorescent lights – Bras sold by cup size – Lay’s Potato Chips –
Pressure cooker – Sara Lee – Kentucky Fried Chicken opens in
Corbin, KY

 


1940 – First U.S. air raid shelter –
The first McDonald’s opens – Dairy Queen – Electron microscope –
Plutonium – 100,000 house kits have been sold by Sears – York
Peppermint Pattie – Peanut butter and jelly sandwich (PB&J)

 


1941 – U.S. Savings Bonds – First
major resort on the Las Vegas Strip – Aerosol spray cans –
Kellogg’s dog food – M&M’s Plain – Cheerios first marketed as
CheeriOats – Crackle and Pop join Snap on the Rice Krispies
box.

 


1942 – Polyethylene – Bazooka – Alaska
Highway – Kodacolor first color print – Napalm – U.S. government
declares potato chips an essential food – Dannon Yogurt – Kellogg’s
Raisin Bran

 


1943 – Novelty toilet paper sold with
image of Adolph Hitler on each sheet

 


1944 – First open heart surgery –
Stewardesses – Coppertone

 


1945 – Earl Tupper invents Tupperware
– Microwave oven patented – Plastic mannequin – Junior Mints –
CheeriOats renamed Cheerios

 


1946 – Iams Company founded in Dayton,
OH – Weight Watchers – CARE package – Tony Awards – US Navy Blue
Angels – Bikini debuts in Paris – Electric blanket – Tide laundry
detergent test marketed – Vitamin C tablets – French’s – Mrs.
Paul’s – Maxwell House Instant Coffee

 


1947 – Automatic top-loading washer –
Chuck Yeager breaks the sound barrier – Zoom lens – Pantene
developed in Switzerland – Luby’s Cafeteria – Minute Maid frozen
orange juice concentrate – Kitty Litter derived from clay used to
clean factory oil spills – Almond Joy – Aluminum foil

 


1948 – Johnson & Johnson
introduces disposable diapers – Pap Test – Baskin-Robbins Ice Cream
– Hi-C - Cylindrically shaped marshmallows

 


1949 – Cortisone – Electric dishwasher
for home use – Rayovac Sportsman steel flashlight – Tide marketed
nationally – English Leather aftershave – Cake mix – Minute
Rice

 


A Commercial Break

 


The more alike a product is to its
competitors, the more effort is put into its advertising to prove
how different it is from all the others. It is these particular
advertising slogans, characters, and campaigns that we remember.
Garry Moore spends many of his TV moments telling us how Winston
tastes good like a cigarette should. Speedy Alka-Seltzer leads us
into a duet of plop, plop, fizz, fizz. Ford has a better idea even
when Chevy is like a rock. If all the Ford trucks I see are built
Texas tough, does that mean that somebody up in Yankeeland has a
Ford pickup that’s built Connecticut tough? Roaches may check in
without checking out of your Roach Motel, but hadn’t you rather
just kill bugs dead with Raid? A mind may be a terrible thing to
waste, but the NHTSA tells me that I can learn a lot from a dummy.
Can the few, the proud, the Marines put a tiger in your tank? No,
but Hertz can put you in the driver’s seat. You asked for it, so
you got it. Pontiac builds excitement, Volkswagen thinks small, and
BMW’s sheer driving pleasure won’t be found in your father’s
Oldsmobile. You’ve come a long way, baby, since you thought Lucky
Strike meant fine tobacco. Is it live or is it Memorex? Only the
Energizer Bunny knows, because he keeps going and going. It’s
difficult to say “Look, ma, no cavities” when you’ve been spending
all your time with Sugar Bear, the Trix rabbit, Poppin’ Fresh and
Mr. Peanut. Maybe Morris will let you have some of his 9 Lives.

 


Up to this point in the timeline, advertising
has had only a limited influence on our lives. That is about to
change when the baby boomers are growing up in front of the
television set. Before The Fifties, products were advertised in
ways that were a lot quieter and a lot less intrusive into our
lives. The Burma Shave signs on the highways were entertaining at a
place where there was little else to read. Billboards had yet to
become a visual nuisance and the print ads in newspapers and
magazines could be discreetly ignored. All that changed when
television fastened its firm grip on the eyes and ears of the
public.

 


Are we influenced by advertising? The answer
is very simple. If we were not, they would stop doing it. Branding
has become a stronger, more embedded part of our daily lives than
we ever dreamed possible back during the days of World War II. The
quickest route to a mention in this chapter for any product is the
power of its brand. If we are to relive our recent nostalgic past,
it must be through the brands. We don’t have much else to use as a
conduit to our past anymore. We buy just about everything from the
corporate controller of shipping containers from China. We are at
their mercy because all the unsuccessful brands of marketing have
been sent to the Roach Motel. Wally-World controls the brands and
we have little choice but to let them have that control. Most of us
can no longer afford to shop where the lowest price is not always
present. Timeline covers only the highlights of certain
types of issues that have obviously had strong influence upon the
shaping of our culture over the past century. The purpose of this
book is to compress all the fond memories of our past into one
small volume. The sequel to Timeline of America is
tentatively scheduled for release in early 2008. All those other
subjects will then be discussed. At that time, we shall wallow in
the politics and economics of our distinctly American past and
future. Now back to our regularly scheduled program….

 


1950 – FBI’s Ten Most Wanted List –
Antihistamines – Diner’s Club credit card – Telephone answering
machine – Xerographic copier – 45-rpm jukebox – PaperMate ballpoint
pen – Timex – Oral-B first toothbrush with soft nylon bristles –
Miss Clairol – Prell Shampoo – Sugar Pops – Kraft cheese slices –
Minute Rice – Dunkin’ Donuts – Green Giant – Ball-O-Fire gumballs –
Hawaiian Punch is first sold as a canned drink.

 


1951 – Back-yard bomb shelters –
Direct-dial, coast-to-coast, telephone service – S & H Green
Stamps introduced in Denver – Jack in the Box – Swanson Pot Pies –
Ore-Ida – Tropicana

 


1952 – Chlorophyll – Telephone area
codes – Kendall and Parke-Davis introduce disposable diapers –
Automatic coffee pot – First bank credit card – False fingernails –
Transistorized hearing aid – Cheer detergent – Tony the Tiger –
First KFC franchise opens in Utah – Bar code – Bird’s Eye frozen
peas – Kellogg’s Frosted Flakes – Mrs. Paul’s frozen fish sticks –
Cheez Whiz

 


1953 – Dr. Jonas Salk’s polio vaccine
– DNA – Department of Health, Education & Welfare – First
successful separation of Siamese twins – First kidney transplant –
REM first studied – Breathalyzer – American Airlines begins
non-stop transcontinental service – WD-40 – Saran Wrap – Duncan
Hines – Star-Kist Tuna – Sugar Smacks – The first instant iced tea
is made by White Rose, not Lipton.

 


1954 – First nuclear submarine, The
Nautilus, introduced – Humane Society – Con-Tact Paper – GE colored
appliances – Swanson TV Dinner – The first Burger King opens in
Miami – Schlitz Beer introduces 16-oz.can – Tater Tots – Fish
sticks – Butterball Turkey – Kraft Cracker Barrel Cheese – Trix –
The first pizza parlor opens in Sacramento and later becomes the
first Shakey’s Pizza. M&M’s Peanuts melt in your mouth, not in
your hand.

 


1955 – AFL-CIO – Dacron – Johnson
& Johnson baby shampoo – Tappan Microwave – Ambush cologne by
Dana – Cascade dishwasher detergent – Crest Toothpaste – Coca-Cola
first sold in cans – Kellogg’s Special K – Del Monte – Quaker
Instant Oatmeal

 


1956 – Southdale Center in Edina, MN,
spawns the shopping mall explosion –Dash laundry detergent – Timex
watch takes a licking and keeps on ticking – Scotchgard – Busch
beer – Certs – Imperial Margarine – Pepsodent asks where the yellow
went, and Clairol asks “Does she, or doesn’t she?”

 


1957 – Greyhound “leaves the driving
to us” – AT&T Touchtone phone – Velcro patented in Switzerland
– Zest Soap – Ivory Liquid – Flip-flops patented in New Zealand –
Birth control pill approved in the U.S. for the treatment of
menstrual problems – Durex lubricated condom – Margarine sales
overtake butter – The Burger King Whopper – Frozen pizza – Sweet‘n
Low – Kellogg’s Cornelius Rooster

 


1958 – NASA – NORAD – UPI – AARP
founded – Pacemaker – Pink yard flamingos – Mr. Clean –Rolodex –
Mascara wand – Friskees dry cat food – Alpha-Bits – Cocoa Krispies
– Cocoa Puffs – Rice-a-Roni –Lipton Instant Tea – Coors aluminum
can – Choosy moms choose Jif and 400 million frozen pot pies are
sold in the U.S. One-hundred million McDonald’s hamburgers have
already been sold by the time the first Burger Chef, Pizza Hut, and
IHOP open.

 


1959 – Eveready AA alkaline battery –
BIC pen – Pantyhose – First Denny’s Restaurant & Sonic Drive-in
– Jiffy Pop – Metrecal – Tang – One billionth can of Spam – Maxwell
House is good to the last drop.

 


1960 – First weather satellite
launched – FDA approves the first birth control pill – The Playboy
Club opens in Chicago – Remington Lektronic, the first cordless
shaver - Downy Liquid test marketed – CoverGirl Cosmetics –
Hardee’s opens in Rocky Mount, NC – Sprite – Domino’s Pizza

 


1961 – The Berlin Wall – ICBM – The
Peace Corp established – LAX – Black & Decker cordless power
drill – Disposable plastic hypodermic syringe – Pampers test
marketed in Peoria, IL – Head & Shoulders dandruff shampoo –
Downy Liquid & CoverGirl makeup available nationally – Mrs.
Butterworth’s Syrup – General Mills Total Cereal – Life Cereal –
Coffee-Mate – Haagen-Dazs is founded in The Bronx, NY, and Charlie
Tuna is never good enough for Star-Kist.

 


1962 – Esalen Institute in Big Sur, CA
– SDS – Bell Labs invents the communications satellite – 1.2
million U.S. women on the pill – K-Mart – Instant mashed potatoes -
The first Wal-Mart opens in Rogers, AR, the home of Daisy BB guns,
and the first Taco Bell is named after founder Glen Bell. Danny
Thomas founds the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis
and Vaughan Meader’s The First Family comedy album parodies
The Kennedy White House.

 


1963 – Hologram created at the
University of Michigan – Ronald McDonald appears – Weight Watchers
– GE self-cleaning oven – Learjet – “The Pepsi Generation” ad
campaign – Touch-tone telephone – Topless waitresses in San
Francisco – Mary Kay cosmetics founded in Dallas – Revlon powdered
blush-on – Chips Ahoy! – Tab – Froot Loops introduces Toucan Sam
and Lucky Charms is the first cereal to include marshmallows.

 


1964 – President Johnson declares War
on Poverty – Sea World opens in San Diego – Japan opens its first
bullet train – Duracell battery – Pampers officially introduced –
Wonderbra designed in Canada – CoverGirl Lipstick – Mr. Whipple
squeezes the Charmin – Faberge BRUT Cologne – Jade East cologne –
Kellogg’s Pop Tarts – Nachos

 


1965 – NEA – The Big Bang Theory of
the Universe – Fuzzy Logic – Medicare & Medicaid – ATM –
Pampers patented – Five million U.S. women on the pill – T.G.I.
Friday’s opens in NYC – Mod miniskirts spawn the invention of
seamless panty hose – Kevlar invented – Aramis Cologne – Dana
releases British Sterling cologne for men – Icees & Slurpees –
Gatorade invented by a University of Florida professor – Safeguard
antibacterial soap – Bounty Paper Towels – Yoplait Yogurt – Shake
‘N Bake – Cool Whip – Spaghetti-O’s – Bugles – Apple Jacks –
Poppin’ Fresh

 


1966 – Department of Transportation –
NOW founded – Carnaby Street fashions – Gain laundry detergent –
Fresca – Taster’s Choice – Cool Whip

 


1967 – Freedom of Information Act –
The Concorde introduced in Paris – DNA reproduced in a test tube –
Amana countertop microwave oven – Hand held calculator –Bugles

 


1968 – First successful human bone
marrow transplant – The Gateway Arch opens in St. Louis – Truth in
Lending Act – Huggies – Boeing 747 – Water bed designed – Roy
Jacuzzi invents the whirlpool bath – Big Mac – Pringles
introduced

 


1969 – FDA declares birth control pill
safe – Cyclamates banned – Greenpeace & Save the Whales – US
Navy establishes Top Gun school for pilots – First no-fault divorce
package – Seiko quartz watch – Bell-bottom Levis – All TempaCheer –
Long John Silver’s – Diet 7-Up – First Captain D’s, a Southern
competitor to LJS, opens in Donelson, TN. Dave Thomas opens the
first Wendy’s Restaurant in Columbus, OH, named after his
daughter.

 


1970 – First supersonic flight of the
Concorde – Earth Day – Earth Week – Domino Sugar – Eggo waffles –
Hamburger Helper

 


1971 – Kennedy Center opens in
Washington, D.C. – Walt Disney World opens in Orlando – Amtrak –
Southwest Airlines – First off-track betting system in NY –
American Libertarian Party founded – NPR & All Things
Considered – Silver oxide button cell batteries – CoverGirl eye
makeup – Waterproof makeup – Ralph Lauren Polo store opens on Rodeo
Drive in Beverly Hills – AT&T tests cell phones in Chicago –
First McDonald’s in Japan – Starbucks – Xerox laser printer
invented – The Egg McMuffin test marketed – Count Chocula &
Franken Berry

 


1972 – CAT scan – Goodyear Blimp –
First electric power plant fueled by garbage – Dr. Atkins’ Diet
Revolution – Negative Population Growth established – Neighborhood
Watch program – Father’s Day officially established – Oregon passes
the first recycling of bottles and cans bill – DDT outlawed –
Hewlett-Packard pocket calculator – Nike – Federal Express founded
in Memphis – Dawn dishwashing liquid test marketed – Bounce dryer
sheets – Egg McMuffin test marketed – Tuna Helper – Stove Top
stuffing mix

 


1973 – Dallas/Fort Worth International
Airport opens – Sears Tower in Chicago becomes the world’s tallest
building – Skylab, the first manned space station – 10 million U.S.
women on the pill – Roe vs. Wade – Gene splicing discovered by
scientists – US Army becomes all volunteer – The University of
Texas at Arlington becomes the first accredited university to offer
a course in belly dancing. – Cuisinart – Sure deodorant - Revlon
introduces Charlie fragrance for young working women – Paco Rabanne
cologne for men - Egg McMuffin officially introduced – Johnny
Carson joke starts three-week shortage of toilet paper by scaring
consumers into stockpiling – Skippy Super Chunk peanut butter –
General Foods International Coffees

 


1974 – Universal Product Code – Taser
– Americans produce 125 million tons of trash annually – Sugar Free
Dr. Pepper (the early version of Diet Dr. Pepper) – Extra Crunchy
Jif peanut butter

 


1975 – Rohypnol marketed as a sleeping
pill – Fiber optics – First McDonald’s Drive-Thru opens in Arizona
– Pringles available nationally

 


1976 – Concorde SST – The Great
American Smokeout – $2 bill – Gore-Tex – Dawn dishwashing liquid
launched nationally – Luvs

 


1977 – Studio 54 disco – AT&T
fiber optic cable – AT&T and Bell Labs develop cell phone
prototype – Victoria’s Secret founded in San Francisco – CoverGirl
nails - Opium perfume – McDonald’s Happy Meal – “Wouldn’t you like
to be a Pepper, too?”

 


1978 – Kimberly-Clark Huggies –
Inventor of the Pong video game opens the 20,000 square foot Pizza
Time Theater in San Jose – First Atlantic City casino opens –
AT&T introduces cell phones in Chicago – Jordache designer
jeans – Reese’s Pieces

 


1979 – Jordache founded in NYC – Home
Depot – Far Side cartoons – Chaps Cologne by Ralph Lauren –
Honey Nut Cheerios – The first sperm bank opens for business in The
Land of Fruits & Nuts.

 


1980 – Fuddruckers founded in San
Antonio – Kimberly-Clark introduces Depends – Sunscreen – Canola
Oil – K-Y Jelly is first sold over the counter as a lubricant.

 


1981 – Space Shuttlle – Howard Stern
on the radio in Washington, D.C. – American Airlines’ Frequent
Flyer Program – Guess? Jeans – Coty Stetson Cologne – Stouffer’s
Lean Cuisine – Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain Cereal – World’s largest
Jell-O is 7700 gallons in Australia

 


1982 – CDC officially announces the
AIDS epidemic – Betty Ford Center – Vietnam Veterans Memorial –
Diet Coke – Equal

 


1983 – First Sam’s Club – First
Hooters Restaurant opens in Clearwater, FL – Chicken McNuggets
introduced – Cookies ‘n Cream ice cream – First Costco store opens
– Optical fibers begin to replace copper cables for communication
lines – Always feminine pads – Nutrasweet

 


1984 – Telephones introduced on
commercial flights – Monterey Bay Aquarium –Motorola introduces a
brick-size cell phone for $4000 – Tide Liquid detergent – Cascade
Lemon scent – Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream – Cinnamon Toast
Crunch

 


1985 – Discover Card – Pop Secret
microwave popcorn – Howard Stern on WXRK in NYC – Calvin Klein’s
Obsession perfume – Coca-Cola changes the secret formula for Coke
and a strong negative public outcry ensues, forcing the company to
market both New Coke and regular Coke.

 


1986 – Dollywood opens – Levi’s
Dockers –Cheer Liquid – Cascade Liquigel

 


1987 – FDA approves AZT – Breathe
Right nose strip – Downy Sheets

 


1988 – Super-collider project approved
for Texas – First Wal-Mart Supercenter opens in Washington, MO –
Rush Limbaugh begins national syndication from NYC – Prozac – Tide
with Bleach – CheerFree – Oscar Mayer Lunchables

 


1989 – Boeing jumbo jet – Energizer
Bunny – The world’s largest cake is baked in Alabama, weighing 58
tons, including seven tons of icing.

 


1990 – Hubble Telescope – FDA approves
Norplant – Human Genome Project founded – Always minipads &
maxipads – Hershey’s Kisses with Almonds – Diet Dr. Pepper

 


1991 – Penn & Teller – USSR
breakup – Ultra Downy Liquid – Pantene Pro-Vitamin shampoo – Simply
Jif healthier peanut butter – The Coca-Cola Museum is established
in Atlanta and the Dr. Pepper Museum opens to the public in Waco,
TX.

 


1992 – Mall of America opens in
Bloomington, MN – UFO Museum opens in Roswell, NM – Ten millionth
cellular phone sold – Ultra Cheer

 


1993 – Brady Bill – Sears announces
the demise of its catalog – Rayovac Renewal rechargeable alkaline
batteries – Depo-Provera released in the U.S. as a birth control
injection – Gain with Bleach & Liquid Gain – Charmin Ultra –
Pizza Hut Blimp deflates and lands on a NYC street – Hershey’s Hugs
– Ruby-Red Squirt

 


1994 – Assault weapons ban – Violence
Against Women Act – Andy Warhol Museum opens in Pittsburgh –
Victoria’s Secret introduces the Miracle Bra – Wonderbra comes to
the U.S. – Fruitopia

 


1995 – United States Postal Service
accepts credit cards – Newt Gingrich Time Magazine’s Man of
the Year – Planet Hollywood restaurant chain – Reduced Fat Jif

 


1996 – 888 toll-free area code – Lamb
cloned in Scotland – Carnival Cruise Lines launches the largest
cruise ship ever to surpass 100,000 tons, the Carnival Destiny. –
891-square-foot Astrovision screen premieres in Times Square – Post
Waffle Crisp – Fat Free Pringles

 


1997 – FDA declares six brands of
morning-after birth control pills safe – First private high school
for gay students opens in Dallas – Video poker takes in $2 billion
annually in SC – The Vagina Monologues – Jell-O Museum opens
in LeRoy, NY – Post Honey Nut Shredded Wheat

 


1998 – Charleston Heston becomes the
head of the NRA – FDA approves Viagra – 877 toll-free numbers –
Study declares RU-486 92% effective – Disney launches its first
cruise ship, the Disney Magic, and Princess counters with the most
expensive cruise ship, the $450 million Grand Princess. – Bounty
Quilted Napkins – Marshmallow-Blasted Froot Loops

 


1999 – Amtrak Acela high-speed
commuter train – 1.4 million-square-foot Mall of Georgia at Mills
Creek – Ultra Downy Advanced for Wrinkle Control – Liquid Gain with
Bleach Alternative

 


2000 – First FDA-approved device to
help women with sexual dysfunction –Heinz green ketchup

 


2001 – Rechargeable nickel metal
hydride batteries – Heinz purple ketchup

 


2002 – FDA approves Botox – Duct tape
discovered to be an effective wart remover – Ted’s Montana Grill
begins serving bison burgers from Ted Turner’s herd of 40,000 – Dr.
Pepper Red Fusion – Kit Kat White & Dark Chocolate wafer
bars

 


2003 - Hooters Restaurants launches
airline – Remington shavers with titanium – Gain Liquid Fabric
Softener – Mint & orange flavored Kit Kat wafer bars – Skippy
Squeeze Stix

 


2004 – Air America Radio – 46,990
shopping malls & centers in U.S. – Downy Simple Pleasures –
Gain Dryer Sheets – Cherry Vanilla Dr. Pepper – White Chocolate
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups – York Chocolate Truffle Mint Pattie –
Skippy Snack Bars

 


2005 – Georgia Aquarium, the world’s
largest at eight million gallons, opens in Atlanta - 900 Victoria’s
Secret stores – 27,000 Mary Kay cosmetics sales ladies – Kit Kat
Extra Crispy

 


2006 – The San Diego Zoo has the
largest population of Giant Pandas outside China - $50,000 Air
Scooter – Ninety million jars of Skippy Peanut Butter sold annually
– Dr. Pepper Berries & Cream

 


Try to imagine the century of time between
1775 and 1890. How many days is that? The flush toilet was invented
in the first one, but the advent of successful, big-name branding
did not arrive for the marketing of toilet tissue until a century
later! Even if nothing else has consistently improved in the
description of American culture over the past 500 years, our
technology has produced a timeline of creature comforts that never
ceases. The elements most basic to the production of these comforts
have been electricity and the internal combustion engine. Can you
imagine an America without either of these two things? Some experts
are now predicting an end to our cheap oil supply that will force
our everyday lives back into another century. We don’t know the
future past 2006 right now. We only know the persistently improved
past that we have had due to electricity and cheap gasoline.



 


Chapter 3:
Cars

 


The Automobile Timeline 1859 – 1959

 


1859 – First oil well drilled in
Titusville, PA

 


1872 – Gasoline powered engine
patented

 


1882 – Standard Oil

 


1885 – First gasoline pump



1888 – First electric automobile

 


1893 – First U.S.-built, gas-propelled
car

 


1896 – First auto accident – First car
stolen

 


1897 – Oldsmobile – Auto insurance

 


1898 – Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Company – Auto dealerships opened

 


1899 – First auto repair shop in
Boston – First auto parts store in St. Louis – Packard founded

 


1900 – Firestone Tire & Rubber
Company – Steering wheel – First car ad appears in the Saturday
Evening Post – First driver’s license issued – First auto show
in Madison Square Garden

 


1901 – Signs on major highways
– New York requires auto license plates – Mercedes 35 HP –
Oldsmobile is the first car with a speedometer.

 


1902 – AAA – Cadillac Motor Company –
Motorized buses

 


1903 – Buick Motors – Barney Oldfield
drives 60 mph – Ford Motor Company produces the Model A

 


1904 – 8000 cars in U.S.

 


1905 – U.S. produces 25,000
automobiles

 


1906 – Stanley Steamer sets world
speed record of 127 mph

 


1907 – Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost – Ford
offers the first car with left-hand steering. Mount Rainier
National Park opens to car traffic, causing attendance to
skyrocket. The first gas station opens in St. Louis.

 


1908 – General Motors – Ford builds
10,660 gray, green, and red Model T’s

 


1909 – GM buys Cadillac

 


1910 – Fiat begins building cars in
the U.S., and continues until 1918.

 


1911 – Auto electric starter – Indy
500 – Chevrolet – First white center line on a roadway in Michigan
– Mercer Raceabout

 


1912 – Electric-start Cadillacs –
Electric siren – First Standard Oil gas station in Cincinnati

 


1913 – Ford introduces the moving
assembly line for car production and Hudson introduces the sedan.
The first paved coast-to-coast highway is built.

 


1914 – First STOP sign – Datsun –
Dodge – The first electric traffic lights are installed in
Cleveland, OH. The Ford Model T is offered only in black because
that is the only color that will dry fast enough on the
high-production assembly line instituted in 1913.

 


1915 – One-millionth Model T Ford –
Semi-trailer invented – Stutz Bearcat

 


1916 – Nash Motors founded - Henry
Ford awards equal pay to women.

 


1917 – Lincoln

 


1918 – First gasoline pipeline – GM
buys Chevrolet – Detroit installs the first three-color traffic
signal light.



1919 – GMAC – First state tax on
gasoline in Oregon

 


1920 – Armored car – First four-way
traffic signal in Michigan

 


1921 – The first car-hops are
introduced at The Pig Stand in Dallas, America’s first drive-in
restaurant, and the International Harvest S is the first pickup
truck.

 


1923 – Chrysler – Ethyl gasoline
debuted in Dayton, OH – Firestone inflatable tires

 


1924 – One in seven Americans owns a
car – DuPont & GM introduce a fast-drying color lacquer

 


1925 – Chrysler Corporation – U.S.
highway numbering system – Enclosed cars outsell open cars for the
first time.

 


1926 – Power steering – Safety glass
in cars – Car hot-water heater – First Burma Shave highway ad sign
– Kelly Blue Book of car values – GM opens a plant in Japan –
Bugatti Royale

 


1927 – Fifteen-millionth Model T –
First armored car robbery in Pittsburgh – Cadillac’s new low-priced
LaSalle

 


1928 – Plymouth – Desoto –
Coast-to-coast bus service – Mercedes SSK – Duesenberg J – Ford
Model A

 


1929 – 4.5 million cars produced –
First U.S. diesel car – First U.S. front-wheel-drive car

 


1932 – Pontiac – Ford introduces its
first V-8 – Five-day work week established for GM workers –
Automatic choke – Packard Twelve – Pierce Arrow Twelve

 


1933 – Nissan Motor Company – First
drive-in theater opens in NJ – Police radios – Chrysler outsells
Ford

 


1934 – Automatic overdrive
transmission – First high school driver’s education course in PA –
Chrysler Airflow introduces aerodynamics to auto styling.

 


1935 – Turn signals – First parking
meters installed in Oklahoma City – Auto speed record 304 mph at
the Bonneville Salt Flats – United Auto Workers of America –
Riverside Drive in Memphis becomes the most expensive highway in
the world because it was built on the unstable Mississippi River
bluff. The Auburn 851 (Boattail) Speedster is the first American
car with a standard radio.

 


1936 – Cord – Chevrolet Suburban – The
Airstream Trailer Company introduces its first model. Hitler
introduces Ferdinand Porsche’s Volkswagen and Delco introduces
in-dash car radios.

 


1937 – Route 66 completed – Steering
column shift – The first drive-in bank opens in Los Angeles. The
Cord 812 is the first car without running boards, and automatic
transmissions are introduced at Buick and Oldsmobile.

 


1938 – Mercury Division created –
First electric turn signals on a Buick

 


1939 – Nash and Packard both offer the
first models with air conditioning

 


1940 – Jeep – Sealed beam headlights
– Pennsylvania Turnpike

 


1941 – First urban freeway in
Michigan

 


1943 – First of 51 Tuckers built

 


1945 – The adorable MG TC with spindly
wheels & pedaling mice in the engine compartment

 


1946 – Michelin radial tire – Chrysler
Town and Country – VW Beetle

 


1947 – Studebaker Commander - Ferrari
– Tubeless tire

 


1948 – MG TC – Land Rover – The first
car wash opens in Detroit and Cadillac begins the tailfin
debacle.

 


1949 – GM Motorama car show – Nash
Rambler – First car key-start – Pontiac Chieftain Deluxe – Porsche
356 – Jaguar XK-120 – The First Volkswagen Beetle is imported into
the U.S.

 


1950 – Buick offers tinted glass –
Nash Rambler compact car – Morgan Plus 4 – MG TD - Pontiac
Chieftain Catalina

 


1951 – Hudson Hornet – Chrysler Hemi
V-8

 


1952 – Bentley Continental –
Four-barrel carburetor – MG TD

 


1953 – Packard Caribbean (klunky
styling) – Buick Skylark, Cadillac Eldorado, & Oldsmobile
Fiesta limited production convertibles with special styling and
equipment – MG TF – Austin-Healey 100 – Triumph TR-2 – Corvette –
VW Beetle Convertible – Air conditioning becomes widely available
in American cars.

 


1954 – Nash Metropolitan tiny,
two-seat convertible – Pontiac Star Chief – MG TF – Jaguar XK-140
(2+2) – Mercedes-Benz 300SL (Gullwing) – Studebaker merges with
Packard, and Nash-Kelvinator and Hudson merge into American Motors
to build Ramblers.

 


1955 – Packard Caribbean Convertible –
Pontiac Safari Wagon – Chevy 265 V-8, Bel Air, Nomad, &
Corvette V-8 – Thunderbird – Triumph TR-3 – MGA – Porsche 356A
& Speedster – Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud – Chrysler 300 with
331-inch, 300-hp, Hemi V-8 – Buick and Oldsmobile introduce
four-door hardtops and the first car seat belt legislation passes
in Illinois.

 


1956 – Midas Muffler Shop opens in
Macon GA – Chrysler Imperial has a 16-rpm record player –
Studebaker Golden Hawk – BMW 507 - Austin-Healey 100 Six – Lincoln
Continental – Morris Minor 1000 – Volkswagen Karmann-Ghia

 


1957 – Cruise control – Retractable
hardtop – Paper air filters for cars – Wankel rotary engine
invented – Mercury Turnpike Cruiser with retractable rear window –
Cadillac Eldorado Brougham – Lotus Seven – Jaguar XK-150 – Fuel
injection makes its appearance and tailfins expand and proliferate.
The Ford Edsel is the first car designed utilizing market research.
The Pontiac Bonneville is introduced as a limited-edition
convertible and only 630 are produced.

 


1958 – Last Packard built – Buick
Limited – Edsel Citation, Corsair, Pacer, & Ranger – Pontiac
Bonneville full production – Aston Martin DB4 – MGA Twin Cam –
Triumph TR-3A – Austin-Healey (Bugeye) Sprite – Porsche Speedster –
TVR Grantura – Ferrari 250 GT Spyder California LWB (long
wheelbase) – Toyota and Datsun enter the U.S. market and Mercedes
brings the first diesel car to America, the slovenly 190D. Congress
mandates retail-price window stickers for all cars. The Thunderbird
becomes the first “Personal Luxury Car” with bucket seats and
console.

 


1959 – Volvo introduces three-point
seatbelts – Tailfins at their zenith – First Datsun pickup – Mini
Cooper – Lotus Elite – Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz Convertible –
Austin-Healey 3000 – Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II – Ford Galaxie –
Lincoln Continental Mark IV with reverse, slanted, electrically
retractable rear window

 


Babyhood, Childhood, & Adolescence on
Wheels

 


No one individual was totally responsible for
the invention of the automobile, although Gottfried Daimler comes
closer to this honor than anyone else. The car was, in a general
sense, the invention of the Twentieth Century. Yes, we all
know that automobile history actually began in the very late
1800’s, but that’s not the point. The car was the invention of the
Nineteenth Century that became the defining entity of American
culture in the Twentieth Century. The car totally dominated our
culture until television became its leading competitor in the
1950’s. Like the car, TV was actually invented well before 1950,
but its defining influence upon American society did not really
begin to culminate until the post-war boom began.

 


Cars would bring road technology that did not
exist prior to cars. Cars would lead us on the path to our current
suburban sprawl. Cars would threaten our environment in ways that
could never have been imagined in 1900. Cars would even lead to
wars over oil. How different would the landscape of America be
today without cars?

 


In the beginning only a few adventurous souls
even drove cars. The machines were considered noisy, cantankerous,
unreliable beasts to be avoided whenever possible. The progressives
of America drove cars. The conservatives still said giddyup! Many
years passed before most cars were even enclosed models like today.
The early ones didn’t even have steering wheels. They had tillers.
The growth numbers in the early years explicitly show this trend.
There were only 8000 cars on U.S. roads is 1904, but the number
tripled to 25,000 the following year, and Ford alone had built one
million Model T’s by 1915! Fifteen million Model T’s would be sold
by the time of the introduction of its Model A replacement in 1927.
The wooden-spoke wheels were tall, skinny, primitive things. The
inflatable tire had not even been invented yet. When it was
invented, it was designed for a bicycle. The development of
inflatable tires made of cured rubber advanced the state of cars
significantly. Combined with advancing road expansion throughout
the U.S., the pneumatic tire brought car sales to new heights. One
in seven Americans owned a car in 1924, the last year that open
cars outsold closed sedans. Convertibles would forever be the most
expensive, desirable, and collectible models, but they would never
again dominate the market. About five million cars were produced in
the U.S. in 1929, the year the stock market crashed in October.

 


The 1930’s would be a unique era in the
history of America, particularly in the realm of the automobile.
The five-star classic automobile concept would encompass an
enormous number of different models built in The Thirties. When
most people think of the economic history of the U.S., they think
of the famous Stock Market Crash of ’29 as setting off The Great
Depression. In simple terms, that concept of our history is
correct, but the more complete picture is far more long lasting and
ominous. The stock traders didn’t just waltz into their offices
that morning in October to encounter a sudden slap in the face
before dinner. It was not as if the market had been trudging along
at a steady pace for the entire previous decade. The Twenties were
a lot more like our familiar Nineties than most of us want to face.
The Twenties were the boom and The Thirties were the bust. The
bigger the boom, the bigger the bust, and I don’t mean Dolly
Parton. The Twenties were known as The Roaring Twenties, remember?
Those stock traders had been making out like bandits for years when
their world collapsed. Many more years would be needed to rebuild
America back to what it once had been. There would be a lot of cars
sold in the 1930’s, a lot of dull, cheap, boring cars. Most of them
would be black sedans with running boards, like the cars we often
see now in period gangster movies. Most of these cars are as
forgettable as a Ford Escort or Chrysler K-car. Like those two
boring econoboxes, the volume-built cars of The Thirties were
designed to provide transportation to the masses. By the end of the
decade Adolph Hitler will have commissioned the German equivalent
that would scare the wheels off GM, Ford, and Chrysler two decades
later. Why do you think the Corvair and Falcon were born?

 


As a certified, Castrol-running-in-my-veins
car nut, I still have a difficult time understanding the cars of
The Thirties. The genuine car collector snobs of the hobby have
repeatedly bestowed the highest honors on the cars of The Thirties.
Not the millions built for the millions of starving masses, but
those high-priced, hand-assembled designer masterpieces built for
the very lucky few. There were so many of these built that I find
it unfathomable to imagine. There were Bugattis, Mercedes SSK’s,
Duesenbergs, sixteen-cylinder Cadillacs, Lincolns, Packards,
Pierce-Arrows, Auburns, Cords, and Jaguars. Some of these names
sound familiar to you residents of Manhattan, Cambridge, and
Beverly Hills? That’s because the car landscape today looks
somewhat like the landscape of The Thirties! If you are a
ridiculously overpaid CEO, your choices are almost boundless:
Jaguar, Bentley, Lamborghini, Maserati, Ferrari, Mercedes, BMW,
Lexus, Acura, and many, many more, including some so exclusive you
would not even recognize the name unless you, too, have motor oil
in your veins. In contrast, how many nearly identical Civics,
Accords, Camrys, Corollas, Focuses, Cavaliers, Cobalts, and
Chrysler minivans are churned out annually in factories in Mexico
and Canada? In other words, in both The Thirties and The New
Millennium, the stinking rich of America, the very ones who do not
have to drive long distances to work every day, had and have
countless, highly divergent, choices in the new car market. The
masses of Americans who must depend on cars for their physical and
economic survival have a few choices of cars that, for most
considerations, are practically identical! We are building many
models in a price range that very few can afford and a few
affordable models are being produced in very high numbers for the
masses. Fifty years from now the cars of the very rich will be
filling the pages of collectible car books, just as the cars of The
Thirties are now. Déjà vu, anyone?

 


As anyone can guess, The Forties were a
boring decade for cars. We were in World War II. It was not a boom
period of design, development, manufacture, or sales of cars in the
U.S. It’s easy to spot a Forties American car. I’ll tell you how to
do it. Every time you watch an old movie from now on, you will be
able to at least know what decade the movie is about by the cars
you see. The cars of that period were very dull. The colors were
dull, bland, and limited. There were lots of browns, greens, greys,
and blacks. Forties cars were all huge. They had long, rounded,
bulbous fenders. The rooflines were generally rounded, too, lacking
the sharply creased edges of past decades. The cars were still
tall, but running boards had become passé. There was a lot less
external chrome than that found on most Fifties cars. Most of the
general body shapes were more homogenous among brands and models
than in the wild and crazy fins, colors, and chrome of the
following decade. In a strange sort of way, the cars of The Forties
were similar to the cars of today in the similarities of the body
types. Distinguishing a Ford from a Chevy in The Forties was like
identifying a silver-grey Camry in a herd of Accords in the mall
parking lot. The cars of the Forties lacked a lot of chrome because
such a frivolous use of resources was not feasible. The colors were
subdued in a time of war. Funds for research and development were
scarce. If you were not into war, it was a very boring decade.

 


The Fifties were the beginning of the postwar
boom in America. What a stinking cliché! We can never hide from
this one, though. It will remain with us in the cultural history of
America forever. The war was over and America was prosperous again.
No entities of any sort would personify the new era more precisely
than the boomers, television, and cars. Chrome and tailfins would
express our new attitude. Bright colors would coat radically new
exterior sheet metal annually. Luxury and performance options would
become the new status symbols for the parents of the boomers.
Teenagers wearing greasy kid stuff in their ducktails would chop
and channel the behemoths of the late Forties and early Fifties
into hotrods. The desire for higher performance was just
beginning.

 


General Motors did most of the leading in the
industry of the Fifties, at least partly because the company
pioneered the idea of a styling department. In those days, the
annual changes of exterior styling were what cars were all about.
The models produced by the five divisions of GM may have been very
similar underneath the sheet metal, but any kid over the age of
five could identify the myriad models by their flamboyant styling
cues and clichés. Although Cadillacs had tailfins several years
prior, the introduction of the company’s 1954 models really fanned
the flames of the fin craze. After that point, up through 1960,
practically all American cars had fins. Some were rounded and some
were sharp. Some were long and some were short. Get the picture?
Buicks had three tiny portholes in each front fender, as if there
were little below-deck, ship cabins down there! Chrome was
everywhere on all these cars. You could generally tell the market
level of a particular model simply by the amount of external chrome
plating. The 1958 Corvette is considered by most enthusiasts to be
the least attractive Corvette of all time simply because of the
unnecessarily heavy-handed chrome styling cues added to its
otherwise smooth fiberglass body panels.

 


You could identify the brand and model of
most any American car with a glance in the Fifties. Ford and
Chrysler lacked the level of corporate funds, and therefore the
styling power, of General Motors. If GM started a trend such as
tailfins, the other two would follow the trend a year or two later.
Fords had styling that employed straighter, less curvaceous lines.
Many Chryslers looked like GM cars styled on drugs. Something about
the lines was not as smooth or naturally inspired. Chrysler tried
to follow GM and display a corporate styling identity at the same
time, which rarely worked very well. All three brands built cars
that were far too tall and heavy to appear truly sleek or handle
very nimbly. This left the result in the hands of the committee
responsible for the model. If a lot of time and money was available
to develop the model, the rolling behemoth could be made to look
appealing. If the model was being rushed to market to keep up with
the latest styling trend developed by the leader, the result was
obviously more of a hit or miss proposal. When you mash them flat
and remove a ton of chrome, you can easily see why the early
Corvettes and the Jaguar XK’s were received with such accolades as
styling milestones of the day.

 


The Fifties began with cars showing a lot
more chrome than they had in the Forties simply because the war
years were over and the chrome was available. The engineering and
interior designs were still displaying a smooth evolution from the
previous decade. Most models were marketed on a graduated scale of
small to large and plain to deluxe. Personal luxury cars and other
specific concepts were still a few years away. Many soon to be
extinct brands were still in business. Nash Rambler, Desoto, and
Packard were producing models along the previously mentioned
continuum. Ramblers were the smallest and plainest of this group,
with the Packards at the top. Desotos were designed for Chrysler
fans moving up from Plymouths. Many of these brand names would be
gone by the end of the decade, leaving GM, Ford, Chrysler, and
Rambler as the only four large U.S. auto producers.

 


World War II ended with a lot of U.S.
servicemen having become infatuated with the agile handling and
scooty-boots spunk of the small European sports cars. The Porsche
356 was the German ringleader of a small herd of low-priced,
topless, English roadsters. MG offered the cheapest rides to the
soldiers stationed in Europe, while the Jaguar XK-120 shared the
upper end of the price bracket with the 356. The Triumph TR-2 and
Austin-Healey 100 filled in the middle price bracket. General
Motors could not let these sports models have the market to
themselves, introducing the Corvette in 1953. The marketing success
of GM’s first real sports car was actually held back by its close
similarity to the lower-priced English roadsters. The original
Corvette was a roadster, not a convertible. A roadster has a
removable top and separately removable side curtains instead of
roll-up or power windows. American buyers were not highly motivated
to purchase an American sports car that had the attributes of a
much older design. The sales were also held back to a miserable 300
for the first year by GM’s idiotic idea to sell Corvettes only to
celebrities! Can you imagine a modern Chevy dealer telling a
Corvette customer that he cannot take his $50,000 check because the
buyer had never starred in a Hollywood movie?

 


The Corvette added a V-8 engine in 1955 and
became a proper convertible in 1956, but Ford had a better idea.
Although the Corvette had finally become the successful sports car
that GM had originally intended, the number of Americans who
really wanted a real sports car would forever remain
small. The Thunderbird was born to become America’s most popular
sporty car, a title it easily retained until Lee Iacocca had
another better idea he unleashed on America on April
17th, 1964, but that’s another story. The 1955 T-bird’s
body was made of ordinary steel, and its seats were separate, but a
sports car nut would have a hard time calling them buckets, even
though there were only two of them. The suspension was softer than
that of the Corvette, and a removable hardtop was offered from the
Thunderbird’s inception. We would not refer to it as a personal
luxury car until long after the Bird got rear seats in 1958, but if
the Corvette was America’s original sports car, the origin of the
personal luxury car was the Thunderbird.

 


The most obvious icon of Fifties cars is the
tailfin. You can follow the design of Fifties American cars from
the tall, rounded Queen Marys of 1950 to the long, sharp, sleek
Chris Crafts of 1959. Cadillac was the progenitor of the tailfins
and it would be the last brand to delete them in the ‘70’s. Most
Fifties Chryslers can be identified by tailfins that never appeared
quite as sleek as those of the Cadillac of the same model year.
There was a kind of funkiness to the Chrysler styling of the ‘50’s.
You could sort of see the me-too Chrysler stylists’ look in their
models’ tailfins. They never looked quite as perfectly styled as
those built by GM. For the most part, Ford just stayed out of the
tailfin contest. The 1957 model showed a couple of conservatively
styled fins that gradually sharpened into slivers of trim on the
1959 rear fenders. The Mercurys and Lincolns of the ‘50’s carried
on the same theme. Measured by the linear foot of the chrome
edging, the horizontal fins of the 1959 Chevy Impala topped the
list, but everybody knows the 1959 Cadillac is the undisputed king
of the tailfins. Cadillac began the fins in 1948, gradually
increasing their size and distinctive sharpness until the 1959
peak. The vertical height of the fins was lowered in 1960, while
their distinctive presence on Cadillacs continued until the all-new
Seville of 1975.

 


The auto industry, and the car culture in
general, were in the last throes of naïve innocence during the
decade of The Fifties. Marketing strategies were about to enter a
period of rapidly changing demographics and safety and emission
laws. Fifties cars were designed with none of these issues in mind.
The goal was simply to get a car into the garage of every American
family. The next goal was to move the family up-market to keep up
with The Joneses or the annual exterior styling remakes. As The
Sixties approached, carmakers were hoping to add a second car to
the family garage, and they hoped it would not be something
jokingly referred to as a Bug. Now everybody knows the Bug
opened the garage door for a whole flock of Japanese Beetles. Most
of us back then were just driving by our tail lamps, thinking
America would lead the world around by its hood ornament for all of
time. We were still too busy gloating over Hitler and Hiroshima to
notice Ferdinand Porsche or Sochiro Honda.

 


The Automobile Timeline 1960 – 1970

 


1960 – VW’s “Think Small” ad campaign
– Corvair, Falcon, Comet, and Valiant introduced to try to stem the
Beetle tide – Sunbeam Alpine - MGA Twin Cam – Ferrari 250 GT Spyder
California SWB (short wheelbase) – The first smog controls are
included on cars sold in CA and the T-bird offers the first
American, sliding, steel sunroof. The Chrysler 300F has four
buckets with a full-length console simiar to the ’66 Dodge
Charger.

 


1961 – Last Chrysler Desoto – Dodge
Lancer - Buick Special with aluminum V-8 – International-Harvester
Scout – Toyota Land Cruiser – Chevrolet Blazer – Lincoln
Continental 4-door Convertible – Triumph TR-4 – Jaguar E-type – A
Swing Away steering wheel is the new gimmick on the T-bird. The
Impala SS begins the popularization of sporty full-size cars with
bucket seats and floor shift. BMC releases the Austin-Healey Sprite
Mk. II and its practically identical twin MG Midget Mk. I, and
enthusiasts of these pipsqueaks will simply call both of them
Spridgets. GM gets on Ford’s personal luxury car bandwagon with its
limited edition Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible. The Amphicar
begins production in Germany with top speeds of 68 mph on land and
7 knots on water, and 3046 of them will be imported into the U.S.
by the end of 1967.

 


1962 – Studebaker Lark – Volvo P1800 –
Alfa Romeo Giulietta Spider – Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud III – MGB –
Pontiac Grand Prix – Lotus Elan – Maserati Sebring – Datsun SPL-310
roadster – AC Shelby (260) Cobra – Buick Wildcat – Starfire Coupe –
Thunderbird Sports Roadster – The Ford Fairlane is the first
midsize car. Oldsmobile builds the F-85 Jetfire with a turbocharged
Buick aluminum V-8. 100,000 Impala SS models are produced. The
Beetle gets a fuel gauge. Studebaker declares bankruptcy after the
Studebaker Gran Turismo Hawk is designed by Brooks Stevens, who
would later design the Excalibur. Ferrari introduces its
beyond-legendary 250 GTO homologation special.

 


1963 – Front seat belts standard on
all cars – Pontiac transistorized ignition option – Ford
fully-synchronized three-speed manual transmission – Falcon Futura
Sprint – Dodge Dart – Buick Riviera with tilt steering wheel – ’63½
Ford Galaxie Sports Roof (Super Torque Ford) with 425-hp 427 – BMC
Mini-Cooper S – Mercedes-Benz 230SL & 600 – TVR Griffith (Ford
289) – Maserati Mistral & Quattroporte – Aston Martin DB5 in
Goldfinger – The NSU Wankel Spider is the first
rotary-engine car. The Thunderbird Landau starts the vinyl roof
craze. The Corvette Sting Ray and the Avanti, the last model of
Studebaker, appear. The Dodge Polara is offered with a 425-hp 426,
featuring large, functional hood scoops and tie-down pins. The
Plymouth Belvedere 426 Wedge has 2x4 bbls. and a
three-speed-on-the-floor only because four-speeds are not yet
available on any Plymouth. JFK is shot while riding in a 7822-pound
Lincoln convertible limousine with armor plating approved by the U.
S. Secret Service, but the top was not installed on that fateful
day. Jeep introduces the Wagoneer, the first full-size, U.S.-built
SUV.

 


1964 – Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser –
Lotus Elan – Pontiac 2+2 introduced with a 283-hp 389 – Mercury
Marauder & Comet Cyclone – Chevy Biscayne offered with 425-hp
409, four-speed, tach, & radio delete – Ford GT-40 289 – The
Apollo 3500 GT is built in California with the aluminum Buick V-8
in an aluminum body (the rarest car the author has ever driven).
The T-bird gets its new Thelma & Louise body with a
vinyl bar-lounge rear seat and sequential turn signals. The
Plymouth Barracuda slightly precedes the Mustang introduction. The
Pontiac GTO begins the musclecar craze with a 389 stuffed in a
Tempest and a name stolen from Ferrari. Oldsmobile introduces the
F-85 Cutlass 4-4-2, named for its four-speed, four-barrel, dual
exhausts option package with a 330-cubic-inch engine.

 


1965 – Chevrolet Caprice – Rambler
Marlin & red, white and blue SC/Rambler – Barracuda Formula S –
Corvair Monza & Corsa (new body) – Buick Skylark Gran Sport –
Oldsmobile 4-4-2 with 400 cubic inches, 4-bbl., and dual exhausts –
Excalibur SSK – Iso Grifo (Chevy 327) – Sprite Mk. III & Midget
Mk. II – Aston Martin DB6 – Porsche 911 & 912 - XK-E 4.2 with
fully synchronized transmission – Triumph TR-4A – Pontiac 2+2 with
standard 421-inch V-8 – SS 396 – Sunbeam Tiger 289 – Shelby Mustang
GT-350 & GT-350R – Shelby 427 Cobra – The Lamborghini 350 GT is
the first Lamborghini from a company that has no interest in
racing, unlike all its rivals to the current day. The Ford LTD is
advertised as riding quieter than a Rolls-Royce. The Sting Ray
joins the musclecar boom when it receives a 425-hp 396.The Mustang
sets the world on fire when the 2+2 model, the GT option, and the
pony interior package are added. Unsafe at Any Speed brings
Ralph Nader public acclaim and destroys the reputation of the
Corvair after the swing-axle rear suspension that caused all the
hubbub had already been updated. Honda brings its first car to
California, the S-600 Convertible. The Ferrari 275 GTB & GTS
are the first road Ferraris with independent rear suspension, and
they offer the look Americans want.

 


1966 – Highway Safety Act – First
Bott’s Dots in CA – Last Studebaker – GTO Monkeemobile &
Lincoln Batmobile – VW Fastback & Squareback – 37,000+ Datsuns
& Toyotas sold – Buick Riviera, Wildcat, & Skylark Gran
Sports – Mercury Cyclone GT 390 – Dodge Charger (468 Hemis built) –
Plymouth Satellite & Belvedere (Hemi) 426 – Jensen Interceptor
& FF - 427 Sting Ray – Excalibur Roadster – XK-E 2+2 – MGB GT
(2+2 coupe) – Triumph GT6 – Lotus Elan SE – Nova SS w/350-hp 327 –
The Toronado is the first big-block front-wheel-drive car. Cadillac
builds 2250 Eldorado Convertibles, and the most expensive GM model
is the $10,521 Seventy-Five Limo. The BMW 1600 is the first
popular, high-volume Beemer brought to the U.S., and its sticker
price is well under $3000! John DeLorean promotes the OHC Sprint
Six and 2+2 with 3x2 bbl. 421 and the GTO sets the official muscle
car sales record at nearly 97,000. Ford has a better idea;
actually, a carload of them. Ford introduces the fake-woodie
Country Squire station wagon; the Bronco with Mustang seats in a
topless Jeep/Scout 4WD format; the metric system brought to
everyone’s attention by calling a Galaxie 500 with a 428 a 7-Litre
Ford; the last T-bird Convertible until 2002 with an eight-track
tape player and cruise control buttons on the steering wheel;
Fairlanes stuffed with 425-hp 427’s; Shelby Mustangs in red, blue,
and black; 1000 Shelby Mustangs for rent at Hertz; and the
undisputed king of its species, the 427 Cobra.

 


1967 – Evel Knievel jumps sixteen cars
– Intermittent windshield wipers patented – Toyota & Datsun
sells 69,000+ - Toyota Land Cruiser comes to America – Datsun 2000
Roadster – Toyota 2000 GT – Chrysler Imperial changes to unibody
construction – Chevy & GMC pickups with optional bucket seats –
Plymouth Fury Pursuit 440 favored by The Blues Brothers – Barracuda
Formula S 383 Convertible – Fiat 850 Spider – Fiat Dino Coupe &
Spider – John Lennon’s psychedelic painted Rolls Royce – Plymouth
Belvedere GTX & Dodge Coronet R/T – Pontiac’s 389 & 421
bored out to 400 and 428 cubic inches – 5856 Grand Prix
Convertibles built in ’67 only – GTO 360-hp Ram Air – Pontiac
Firebird Ram Air 400 – Firebird & Tempest OHC Sprint Six – MGC
– Alfa Romeo Duetto Spider – TVR Tuscan (271-hp 289) - Porsche
Targa – DeTomaso Mangusta (Ford 302) – Lotus Elan +2 – Aston Martin
DBS & Vantage – Lamborghini Miura – Cadillac Eldorado becomes a
higher-priced, front-wheel-drive Toronado clone – Oldsmobile 4-4-2
W-30 – Buick GS 400 – Camaro RS, SS-350, & Z-28 (only 602 sold
because there were no brochures, emblems, or advertising of any
kind) – Impala SS 427 with 385 or 425 horsepower – Last 2276
four-door Lincoln Continental Convertibles – Four-door T-bird –
Mercury Comet Cyclone GT 390 – Mercury Cougar XR7 – Mustang 390 GT
& Shelby GT-500 – Sunbeam Tiger 289 – Lotus Europa – Maserati
Ghibli – Ferrari 275 GTB/4 (280 built) & GTS/4 NART Spyder (9
built) are the first DOHC road Ferraris – The ’67 Sting Ray
receives the most legendary of all Corvette engines in three states
of tune: the L-71 (435-hp 427 with three two-barrel carburetors),
the L-89 (L-71 with aluminum heads) and the L-88 (rated at 430 hp
to keep the insurance companies from pitching a fit, but 560 hp is
the real figure). Carroll Shelby builds the last 427 Cobra of the
original production run for his pal Bill Cosby.

 


1968 – Last 474 Chrysler Imperial
Convertibles – First Toyota Corollas imported – Ford Torino
fastback – Fiat 124 Sport Spider – Triumph TR-250 – Datsun
establishes regional office in Detroit and imports 40,000 – Datsun
1600 Convertible – Datsun 510 earns Japanese BMW driving reputation
– Toyota Corona distributed nationwide & sales nearly double to
over 71,000 – Mazda Pickup & rotary sedans – Malcolm Bricklin
imports Subaru 360 with 20-hp, two-stroke, twin-cylinder engine –
Imports 10% of market – Shoulder belts mandated on cars – Chevrolet
Blazer introduced – BMW 2002 – Sprite Mk. IV & Midget Mk. III –
Excalibur Phaeton – AMX 390 & Javelin – Dodge Charger R/T,
Coronet R/T, Super Bee, & Dart GTS – Plymouth Road Runner,
including 1019 with Hemis – Dodge Scat Pack with bumblebee stripes
– Morgan Plus 8 – Iso Grifo (Chevy 427) – Hurst Olds 4-4-2 – Nova
SS 396 – 375-hp Camaro SS 396 & officially marketed and
identified Z28 – Mustang 427 & 428 – Shelby Mustang GT-350,
GT-500, & GT-500KR coupes and convertibles – Endura front
bumper on GTO – Mercedes-Benz 280SL – Lamborghini Espada &
Islero – The Corvette without a Stingray emblem introduces
removable T-tops and rear window, windshield wipers hidden
underneath a vacuum operated panel, vacuum operated pop-up
headlamps, headlamp washers, Astro Ventilation without vent
windows, fully integrated central air conditioning, and a Turbo
Hydramatic (three-speed automatic) transmission option.

 


1969 – Toyota imports 127,000 & VW
nearly 550,000 – Last 6000 Corvairs – Two-way tailgates on station
wagons – Rambler SC/Rambler (1512 built) – Triumph TR-6 – Chevrolet
Blazer & GMC Jimmy 4WD models based on full-size pickup with
removable hardtop – Ford Bronco’s top no longer removable – Boss
302 & Boss 429 – Dodge Charger 500 & Charger Daytona (500
each) NASCAR replicas – Dodge Dart Swinger 340 – Chrysler 440
(390-hp) Six Pack engine – ‘Cuda 440 – Road Runner Convertible –
Mercury Marauder X-100 – Ford Fairlane Cobra SportsRoof &
Talladega homologation special – Mercury Cyclone II homologation
special – Mustang Mach 1 & Grande – 3150 Shelby Mustangs –
Cougar Convertible & Eliminator – Nova SS 396 with 375
horsepower – Last 2455 Impala SS 427’s – 375-hp SS 396 Camaro with
3675 white and orange Pace Car replicas – Special-ordered Camaro
427’s, including 69 ZL-1’s –Opel GT – Aston Martin DBS V-8 –
Maserati Indy – Dino 246 GT – Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona (1261
built) – The last 116 L-88 Stingrays are built and Corvette Coupes
outnumber Convertibles for the first time. Pontiac builds 897 Trans
Ams, including 8 convertibles, as Firebirds with a $725 option that
includes a 366-hp Ram Air 400, and white paint with blue racing
stripes, but no additional scoops or spoilers.

 


1970 – Dodge Colt & Plymouth Champ
- $1995 Ford Maverick – Toyota Celica & Carina – Datsun 240Z –
Cadillac 500-cubic-inch V-8 - Last year of the Honda S-800
two-seater – Monte Carlo SS 454 – Chevy Nova SS 396 (with a 375-hp
402) – Dodge Challenger R/T & T/A – AAR ‘Cuda - Plymouth
Superbird – Trans Am Coupe full production – Saab Sonett III –
Porsche 914 & 914/6 – Last 600 Shelby Mustangs – Lamborghini
Jarama & Miura S – Ferrari 365 GTS/4 Daytona Spider (122 built)
– The Clean Air Act brings catalytic converters to cars and Lee
Iacocca becomes president of Ford. As the Mustang begins to look
more like a Clydesdale than a pony, Mercury imports its little 2+2
Capri from Germany, and Toyota begins its own ponycar line with the
Celica. Richard Teague designs the AMC Gremlin on the back of an
airline sickness bag.

 


Those Muscular Sixties: The Teenage Years

 


Everybody and his cat know that the Sixties
were a very special time for cars in America. The development of
postwar America occupied the time and energy of the car makers
throughout the Fifties, a process that actually had begun at the
end of the Forties. Harley Earl’s styling department at GM led the
way through the battle of the finned annual body changes until
something magical began to bloom in 1961. Cadillac would continue
its tailfin development through most of the decade, slimming and
sharpening them as if they represented Lancelot’s Excalibur, which
in a way, of course, they did. The Chevy Impala’s fins were totally
whacked off like the useless appendages they were in 1961, and from
this point forward, the Sedan de Ville and the Impala would drive
off in opposite directions. The Cadillac’s fins would define the
brand as the ultimate keep-up-with-The-Joneses, luxurious statement
of success. Chevrolet would pursue the new jewel in the eyes of the
marketers, stylists, and sales managers, The Youth Market.

 


The first change to the Impala was obvious in
the new finless, somewhat boxy styling. The shape was more
conservative, like the first-year 1958 Impala, but with even more
squared off fenders. In a word, the new ’61 model was tasteful,
instead of ostentatious. The interior styling was mellowed out a
bit, too. The sharp, pointy, flashy elements were now more gently
squared or rounded. What was Chevy up to? Had the division thrown
in the steering wheel in the tailfin truce with Cadillac? Was the
Impala forever doomed to be a six-cylinder sedan with
three-on-the-tree for Mr. Milquetoast to haul around his wife and
2.3 kids? Yes, there were a few zillion Impalas equipped for and
doomed to such mundane daily duty, but late in the model year,
another kind of Impala was born. Its name was SS or Super Sport. It
had bucket seats so the .3 kid could no longer be forced to sit in
the middle. The shifter was moved back to the floor where everybody
could see it, and notice it. The anemic inline six stayed in the
parts bin with the three-speed column shift, replaced by a V-8 and
four-on-the-floor. A floor-mounted three-speed was always standard
equipment back then, which made the advertised base price lower,
but the four-speed is what most performance enthusiasts ordered.
The Chevy high-performance 348 and 409 engines were the only ones
offered for the initial 1961 models. Most of the less than 600
built that year had the 348, which came in 305, 340, and 350
horsepower (3 2-bbl.) versions. Only 142 Impala Super Sports had
the 360-hp 409 in 1961. Yes, Martha, the Formula 409 you’ve been
using for years was named after the engine!

 


Attributes of the Impala SS, Corvette and
Thunderbird proliferated in American cars in 1962 and ’63. In a
marketing pattern similar to that of the Impala Super Sport of
1961, Oldsmobile introduced the Starfire Convertible as a
low-production experiment, also in ’61. The Starfire began its
career as a fully marketed production model in 1962 as the sister
of the legendary Pontiac Grand Prix, also introduced in ’62. Most
of the GM divisions, as well as Ford and Chrysler, offered
top-of-the-line, sporty variants of their full-size cars by the end
of 1963. The most ubiquitous component of these models was the use
of vinyl bucket seats in hip new color patterns to replace boring
bench seats. The second component was a console to cover the
carpeted hump exposed by the bucket seats. The third component was
a floor shifter, the vast majority of which were three-speed
automatics. Additional fancy trim and badges usually defined the
models from the lesser masses. Many had greatly improved suspension
and tire packages, making these models drive and handle much better
than their plebeian cousins. Ford released its 63½ XL Fastback with
a roofline that had been specifically designed for the high-speed
aerodynamics necessary to win NASCAR races. Thunderbird received
its legendary Sports Roadster option in an attempt to return to the
cache of a two-seater sports car with wire wheels. The Chrysler 300
Series put four bucket seats and a full-length console behind a
Hemi V-8. The flag had been waved to begin the race for sportier,
better-handling American cars.

 


Yes, Ford had truly had a better idea. That
63½ thing was a very clever marketing ploy. If you released a
seminal model in the spring, not only would it get more attention
from the public and the press due to a lack of competition from
other model introductions, but the upbeat psychology of the season
itself would put an extra bloom on the rose. Lee Iacocca and John
DeLorean more or less had this better idea simultaneously in early
1964. The introduction of the Mustang and GTO in the spring of ’64
set the American youth culture on fire! Having The Beatles on Ed
Sullivan in February didn’t hurt, either. America was ready for
a reawakening that would culminate in the Summer of Love in San
Francisco in 1967. Ford had been working on a model that would be
sportier than the Falcon, but cost little more than that mundane
model. General Motors had placed a corporate ban on the
installation of its big-block engines in any of its models smaller
than what was called full-size back then. John DeLorean found a way
around the rule and put Pontiac’s 389 in the brand’s
intermediate-sized Tempest. The Tempest in a teapot that ensued
changed America forever! Every kid in America who lacked the $5000
to purchase a Sting Ray or Thunderbird had a tough choice to make:
GTO or Mustang. The GTO had tire-shredding power in a straight line
and a rear seat big enough for his buddies on the football team.
The Mustang had long-hood-short-rear-deck styling, agile handling,
and a rear seat large enough for a couple of extra cheerleaders.
Chrysler was not totally asleep at the wheel since their Barracuda
beat the Mustang to market by mere weeks. Oldsmobile once again
approached the subject as early as Pontiac, but from a slightly
different angle. The original 4-4-2 was released in late ’64
without the big-block engine. That would come the following year,
after DeLorean had already called GM’s bluff.

 


Everything popped loose in 1965. The only
ones still asleep were the guys at Chevrolet who had yet to think
up the name Camaro. At least they didn’t waste any time
releasing the SS 396, and the same engine, hopped up to 425
horsepower, would be in the Sting Ray by 65½. Déjà vu, anyone? The
Barracuda got an S package with stiffer suspension, a
273-inch V-8, and many other sporty acoutrements. Dodge and
Plymouth put 383’s and 440’s in their intermediate models, and the
Hemi 426 was still the most threatening engine in America if your
name was GM or Ford. Every brand made an intermediate with a
big-block V-8 and a cute name in 1965. Road & Track
coined the moniker musclecar and everyone was off to the
races, the illegal type, of course. Woodward Avenue in Detroit
became infamous, rivaled only by the smooth, wide streets of L.A.
Street racing was no longer a subculture of rolled t-shirt sleeves
and ducktail haircuts. It was now the hobby of American teenagers
that looked like Frankie and Annette. The only distinctions within
the new car culture were between muscle cars and pony cars and
among the various brand-loyalty factions.

 


American cars achieved a sort of Holy Grail
of styling in these mid-Sixies years. Corvette nuts of all types
revere the Sting Ray in general, and the ’67 model in particular,
as the styling zenith of all Corvettes. The same could be said of
the 1965-6 Mustang 2+2. The advent of the GT option and the
Interior Décor Group added greatly to the Mustang’s appeal in (here
we go again) the spring of ’65. 65½, anyone? All of the 1965-6
General Motors musclecars had immaculate styling. The chrome was
applied tastefully on gentle curves that were never ostentatious.
The colors were bright, but not too much so for the era. That
distinction would be left to the Chrysler muscle cars of the late
‘60’s. Remember how GM always leads and Chrysler follows? The Dodge
Challenger and Plymouth Barracuda would not receive their
smoothest, cleanest styling until the end of the decade. The T-bird
received its square sheet metal, sequential rear turn signals, and
wraparound, lounge rear seat in ’64. The 1964-66 Thelma &
Louise model would be the last Thunderbird Convertible for a
long time.

 


Chevrolet and Pontiac brought their pony cars
to the streets so late that the Mustang had already inspired the
name of the genre. The ’67 Camaro offered the typical GM clean
styling in Mustang-fighting trim. Unlike the Mustang, even the
first Camaro benefited from the muscle car development of its
larger, intermediate brothers in the years before its birth.
Big-block V-8’s fit into the engine bay from the inception,
although the new Chevy 350 was the largest engine offered
initially. The Camaro’s brother, the Pontiac Firebird, was
introduced a month or so later, and a 400-cubic-inch engine was
offered from the beginning. Both the Camaro and Firebird were built
as hardtops and convertibles, with no fastback 2+2 offered, but
their styling was always a bit smoother and more developed than
that of the Mustangs. John DeLorean wanted to promote a Firebird
model with specifications closer to those of the foreign sports
cars of the day. The Firebird Sprint Six had an OHC inline
six-cylinder with high compression head and a four-barrel that put
out a high-revving 215 horsepower. The Sprint Six option included a
sport suspension and handling package much like those offered on
the hot-rod V-8 versions of all the muscle and pony cars. It seemed
like a good idea at the time to offer a car halfway between a
full-blown 2+2 sports car like the Austin-Healey 3000 and a
softly-sprung Mustang Convertible with a base six-cylinder engine.
The price, performance, handling, and maintenance costs would be
squarely between the two extremes, too. The low sales of this
interesting concept would prove to be an early warning to DeLorean
that he might not have had his finger on the steering wheel of the
car buying public quite as firmly as he had thought.

 


Americans were crazy for V-8 engines. In this
respect, if nothing else, the ducktails of 1955 knew what they were
doing! The step up in national emission and safety standards
implemented in 1968 did absolutely nothing to stem the tide of tire
shredders. They all got bigger, longer, lower, wider and wilder.
Plymouth paid Warner Brothers a royalty to produce a horn designed
for the Road Runner that would beep beep just like the Road
Runner does every time he leaves Wile E. Coyote in his dust.
Plymouth left many a muscle car in its Road Runner dust when the
bench-seat-and-plain-hubcaps strippers blasted out of the showrooms
for $3000! The standard muscle car formula begun by the GTO
included bucket seats, nice interior trim, and lots of exterior
detailing that indicated a top-of-the-line intermediate model.
Although a buyer could add most of these acoutrements to a Road
Runner as options, there were only two engines offered. The base
engine was a 335-hp 383, with the 425-hp Hemi as an expensive
option. We all knew even back then that the 426-inch Hemi had
closer to 550 horsepower than the 425 officially claimed to keep
the insurance industry placated. Chevy built the similarly powered
L-88 and L-89 427 V-8’s and put similar official ratings on them,
too. Chevrolet’s 427 was option-coded (that’s what the L’s are) in
ratings from 385 to 430 horsepower. Like the Chrysler’s, the less
exotic versions were quite a bit closer to the official power
rating, while the top-line, race-homologated models had very
conservative ratings. Just in case you think Ford was asleep at the
wheel, don’t forget Carroll Shelby. Whatever GM and Chrysler did in
this department, he had probably already done it!

 


Carroll Shelby is the certified ringleader of
all this horsepower nonsense. Iacocca and DeLorean are marketing
executives. Shelby is a retired racecar driver. About the time the
Mustang was introduced to the public, he bought the right to use
the body of the aging AC sports car that was about to be out of
business in England. Shelby arranged to buy Ford 260 V-8’s to put
in the AC bodies and the rest is a legend that refuses to die. As
with the Mustang, not many Cobras were built with the
260-cubic-inch engine because the new 289 was ready to take its
place. Shelby built a bunch of 289 Cobras before he built a small
batch with Ford’s 427 V-8. Most of the public thinks that the 427
Cobras all had 427’s in them, which is not true. Most had the
later, detuned and cheaper to build Ford 428-inch passenger car
engine. The 428 developed considerably less horsepower than the
427, but its power to weight ratio was still quite insane, even for
those high-spirited times.

 


Shelby is also known for the many iterations
of the Shelby Mustang. The 1965 models were all white with blue GT
stripes above the rocker panels. The wide blue stripe down the
center was an option painted onto most, but not all, early Shelby
Mustangs. A small number of pure racing models that were not street
legal were also built. The Shelby Mustangs drifted through a
gradual pattern of beginning with the reflexes of a razor-edge
racer and ending with large, elegantly styled fastback and
convertible cruisers. Ford gradually took over more responsibility
for the production of the Shelbys until the last of the 1969 models
were sold as 1970’s. Of course we know now that Iacocca would leave
Ford and invent the minivan to the delight of soccer moms
everywhere. Unless you are a car enthusiast, you may not know that
Carroll Shelby sold the Cobra name to Ford long ago. That’s
why you can still buy a Mustang Cobra. That’s also the reason there
seem to be so many fiberglass Shelby 427 Cobra replicas out there,
most of them without a Cobra name or badge on them. If you think
you have ever seen a Cobra, especially on the street, what you have
actually seen is one of those. Today a genuine, aluminum 427 Cobra
cost as much as a house on the lake in a nice, gated neighborhood,
and even a model with the 428 cost almost as much! You have
probably seen a lot more Dodge Vipers on the street than you had
ever previously expected. No car has ever been more like the Cobra
in its conception and/or execution than the Viper. You did know
that Carroll Shelby is still buddies with Lee Iacocca, didn’t
you?

 


The word homologation means that a car
manufacturer is required to build a certain prescribed number of a
particular car with a particular body and drivetrain to qualify as
an entrant in a particular type of race governed by a designated
racing board. When it comes to collectible, high-performance cars,
absolutely nothing influences the value and desirability of a model
so much. Of course rarity, condition, and performance are the
defining characteristics of any desirable model, and homologation
for racing generally leads the pack in the creation of these
traits. The Ferrari GTO now cost as much as the aforementioned 427
Cobra, if not more. Both are the world’s most famous homologation
specials. The Pontiac GTO stole its name from the Ferrari. The GTO
stands for Gran Turisimo Omologato. In American, that means
homologation special. Of course the Pontiac GTO is nothing of the
sort. Chalk it up to American advertising. A very large number of
the cars unfamiliar to you listed in the timeline during the ’60’s
era are homologation specials. That’s why they are there. Nothing
else can remind a car enthusiast of the unique power of the good
old days. The Trans Am was named after a racing series. The Z28 and
Boss 302 were designed to race against the Trans Am in the Trans
Am. Chrysler built its AAR ‘Cuda and Challenger T/A to enter the
fray in 1970. American Motors even had a modicum of success with
its Javelin. Models from the original Shelby Mustang to the
Plymouth Superbird were all homologation specials. You remember the
Superbird. It was the Road Runner that only Stevie Wonder would
miss, although even a blind man would hear the approaching roar as
it screamed past him on the highway. The Superbird was a Road
Runner with a long, pointy, fiberglass snout grafted onto its nose
and a head-high rear wing added to the back end, designed to
achieve an aerodynamic advantage over the Fords and Chevys it raced
against. Its Charger 500 soul mate, built in 1969, is even more
coveted than the 1970 Superbird. Remember the fastback roofline
introduced on the 63½ Ford Galaxie 500? Even that was created to
homologate the more aerodynamic roofline for racing.

 


It began in 1961 and it ended in 1970. The
decade in cars we all loved is gone forever. We have plenty of high
performance cars available today. They may be faster, safer, and
more comfortable, but they cost $50,000 instead of $5000. The
Seventies was the decade for cars we all want to forget. There may
have been a few homologation specials here and there, but they were
generally only striped and spoilered ghosts of their glorious
ancestors. Cars did finally begin to get a lot better in the early
‘80’s. Chevrolet finally figured out how to build a good
front-wheel-drive car with the advent of the Eurosport. Ford would
later release its Contour as a wonderfully high-tech,
front-wheel-drive BMW fighter designed in Germany and built in the
good old US of A. Shed a tear for the bygone days. The Sixties will
never come again. Even if they do return, they won’t do so cheaply.
We will all be priced out of the market.

 


The Automobile Timeline 1971 – 2006

 


1971 – 250,000 Datsuns sold in U.S. –
Plymouth Cricket – Pinto & Vega – Mercury Capri – Opel Manta
Rallye – Rolls Royce declares bankruptcy – MG Midget Mk. III
continues alone – DeTomaso Pantera (Ford 351 Cleveland) – Ferrari
built 500 365 GTC/4 models with 2+2 seating, five-speed, in-unit
transmission, air conditioning, and six Weber sidedraft carburetors
for a very sleek hood line, all designed for the U.S. market. The
Miura SV is the final Lamborghini with a transverse V-12.

 


1972 – Air bags added to Fords –
Citroen SM shares engine and hydraulics with Maserati Merak –
Maserati Bora – XK-E V-12 – Dino 246 GTS – Lamborghini Urraco –
Lotus Europa Special – TVR 2500M – Evel Knievel crashes and breaks
93 bones while jumping 35 cars.

 


1973 – Chevrolet offers air bag option
on some models – One-millionth Datsun sold in U.S. – 55 mph speed
limit – The Arab Oil Embargo – Fog causes a 65-car pileup on a NJ
turnpike – Volvo 1800ES – Jensen-Healey

 


1974 – Jeep Cherokee – Dino 308 GT4 –
Maserati Khamsin – The Ferrari 365 GT4 Berlinetta Boxer is the
company’s first flat-twelve-cylinder, mid-engine model. The
Lamborghini Countach begins the legend as the most photographed car
in history. The Cadillac Ranch is created outside Amarillo, TX, by
burying ten Cadillacs up to their fins in the sand.

 


1975 – AMC Pacer – Cosworth Vega –
Volkswagen Scirocco – MG Midget Mk. IV with Triumph Spitfire 1500
engine – Triumph TR-7 – Jaguar XJC vinyl-covered hardtop – Ferrari
308 GTB (712 fiberglass)

 


1976 – Ford Fiesta – Dodge Colt and
Plymouth Arrow built by Mitsubishi in Japan – Porsche 930 Turbo
Carrera – Firebird Limited Edition Trans Am (Blackbird) – Toyota
Celica Liftback – Mercedes-Benz 450SEL 6.9 – Jaguar XJS – Lotus
Espirit – Porsche 924 & 930 – Cadillac swears that it is
building its last convertible. Honda gets serious about
four-wheelers with the first Accord.

 


1977 – Datsun King Cab – Ford F-series
pickup becomes the best selling vehicle in the U.S. – Ford Pinto
Cruising Wagon with porthole rear side windows – TVR Taimar Coupe –
Ferrari 512 BB

 


1978 – Ford enlarges the Bronco – Ford
fires Lee Iacocca – VW begins breeding Rabbits in PA – Countach
LP400S – Mazda RX-7 – Porsche 928 – TVR Taimar Roadster – Ferrari
308 GTS

 


1979 – Toyota Supra – Ford buys part
of Mazda. Iacocca joins Chrysler and secures $1.5 billion
government loan to build the K-car.

 


1980 – TVR Tasmin Coupe – Ferrari
Mondial – 85 mph speedometers – Nissan plans to open a U.S.
production plant in Smyrna TN. Ford is found innocent in the
exploding Pinto case that killed three.

 


1981 – Nissan Maxima – TVR Tasmin
Convertible

 


1982 – Mitsubishi Montero – Countach
LP500S – Honda builds a factory in Marysville, OH. Porsche
introduces its most successful front-engine model, the 944. A
gunman mugs Rod Stewart and steals his Porsche.

 


1983 – Isuzu Trooper – Monte Carlo SS
– Chrysler repays its government loan early. A pile of seven
million old tires burns for nine months in VA.

 


1984 – Pontiac Fiero – Toyota MR2 –
Ferrari 288 GTO – Chrysler introduces the first minivan. GM and
Toyota found their joint venture NUMMI plant in California to
produce Toyota Corollas and Chevrolet Prizms. GM gets it really
right for the suburban commuter in the wind, rain, and traffic with
its Celebrity Eurosport.

 


1985 – GM Saturn Division – ABS – The
first Nissan Sentra is produced at the Smyrna, TN, plant and Hondas
become more popular than Ramblers. The Ford Taurus launches the
continually copied jellybean body style. Ferrari updates its most
popular models with the increased displacement of the 328 GTB &
GTS.

 


1986 – Acura Legend & Integra –
Nissan Pathfinder – Fiero GT fastback – U.S. auto industry sets
record for annual sales – GM buys out Ross Perot’s stake in the
company. Porsche sells out of the planned 200 Porsche 959 models at
$225,000 each. Sales of 200 are needed for homologation and the
production cost of each car is more than twice the retail sales
price.

 


1987 – Chrysler buys AMC and
Lamborghini, the only time these two names would be in the same
sentence. Ford buys Aston-Martin, and Ford’s Japanese partner Mazda
begins building cars in Flat Rock, MI. The Range Rover comes to the
U.S. market and Ferrari F40 production begins at $260,000 each.

 


1988 – Last year of Pontiac Fiero GT –
Toyota begins production at its new Kentucky plant, but the last
Volkswagens are built in the U.S. Consumer Reports calls the
Suzuki Samurai rolypoly and Suzuki starts a court fight that lasts
for years.

 


1989 – Ford Probe & Mazda MX-6 –
Ford buys Jaguar – Mazda MPV – Infinity Q45 – Nissan builds the
one-millionth vehicle at its Smyrna, TN, plant and Chrysler
installs airbags in all its vehicles. The Honda Accord becomes the
best-selling car in the U.S.

 


1990 – Miata – Corvette ZR-1 – Lexus
LS 400 & ES 250 – Eagle Talon – Fog causes an 83-vehicle pileup
on a Chattanooga freeway. Ferrari F40’s come to the US for $400,000
and up, with the total production of 1000 bringing tremendous
profit to the company, in contrast to Porsche’s losses on the
959.

 


1991 – Acura NSX – GM launches the
Saturn division and the Lamborghini Diablo is the new successor to
the long-running Countach. The Ford Explorer begins the SUV madness
with an appeal to commuters and soccer moms.

 


1992 – Lee Iacocca forced out of
Chrysler – Two million Nissan Sentras in U.S. – Nissan Altima – The
Humvee (Hummer) is produced as a civilian vehicle. The Dodge Viper
drives in the Cobra’s tire tracks.

 


1993 – Mustang SVT Cobra – Fiat buys
Maserati and Isuzu builds both its Rodeo and the Honda Passport. GM
is sued over the saddlebag tank design of its pickups equipped with
twin gas tanks and GM sues Dateline NBC for rigging two
pickups to explode.

 


1994 – DuPont halts Freon production.
The Driver’s Privacy Protection Act stops states from selling
citizens’ private information collected from driver’s licenses. O.
J. Simpson makes the Ford Bronco famous. A man who could not see
well enough to get a driver’s license drives a John Deere lawnmower
on a 240-mile, ten-week trip to visit his sick brother. A truck
carrying millions of bees turns over on a NY parkway.

 


1995 – Honda Odyssey – Acura NSX-T
(Targa) – Ferrari F50 – The Ford Contour and Mercury Mytique
offer German design and outstanding driving quality in two
front-wheel-drive sedans with high performance V-6 engines. BMW
opens a U.S. auto plant and the incredibly disgusting and
infuriating 55 mph speed limit is finally repealed!

 


1996 – EV-1, first GM electric car,
produced in Lansing, MI – Toyota RAV4 – Lexus LX 450 SUV – Corvette
Grand Sport – Dodge Viper GTS –Honda announces the first successful
human-shaped robot and freon is banned from car air conditioners
due to its damage to the ozone layer.

 


1997 – Honda CR-V – Infinity QX4 SUV –
The Toyota Corolla is the best-selling nameplate in the world and
the Prius debuts in Japan. The new Corvette C5 is released as a
hatchback coupe with a transaxle. Plymouth introduces its sexy
Prowler that looks not quite like anything else. Porsche wises up
and produces the Porshuh that Americans have always wanted, the
“affordable” mid-engine roadster Boxster. A Brinks truck turns over
in Miami, spilling $400,000 in cash and $300,000 in food stamps
that people on the street quickly scoop up.

 


1998 – New front-wheel-drive VW Beetle
– Lexus LX 470 & RX 300 SUV’s – Lincoln Navigator – C5 Corvette
Convertible – Fires close 125 miles of I-95 in Florida. Michelin
introduces run-flat tires and Mike Tyson assaults motorists
following a minor collision.

 


1999 – Nissan Frontier Crew Cab &
Xterra SUV – Ferrari 360 Modena - The Cadillac Escalade becomes the
new darling of the soccer moms and their neighbors, The Joneses.
The C5 Corvette gets a new Hardtop model, the first Corvette
without a removable top since 1967. The new Mustang 35th
Anniversary has 1965-inspired styling, and the Cobra model even has
independent rear suspension!

 


2000 – Ford Excursion –
Front-wheel-drive Mazda MPV – Lexus IS 300 – Ford buys Land Rover
from BMW. The federal government proposes a rollover rating system
for vehicles and Firestone recalls 6.5 million tires on Ford SUV’s
and trucks. Mitsubishi Motors admits to the concealment of tens of
thousands of customer complaints made since 1977.

 


2001 – Last Plymouth (Neon) – Lexus SC
430 Convertible – Corvette Z06 - Hands-free cell phones are
required for drivers in NY. Ford dumps its OEM tire contract with
Firestone after a few too many Explorers blow and roll. The new BMW
MINI is built in an old Morris Minor plant in England.

 


2002 – Lexus GX 470 SUV – Supercharged
MINI Cooper S – Porsche Cayenne (Does the world really need a
Porsche SUV?) – Nissan 350Z – Thunderbird two-seat convertible –
Ferrari 575M Maranello – Lamborghini Murcielago – The last Prowler
is built with a Chrysler badge. Nick Nolte is arrested for driving
under the influence and his unkempt mug shot gets exposure for its
comedic content on television talk shows for years.

 


2003 – Toyota Prius – Honda Element
& Pilot – Lexus RX 330 SUV – Nissan full-size Titan &
Armada pickup and SUV – Nissan 350Z Roadster – Dodge Viper SRT-10 –
Mazda RX-8 four-door sports car – Mustang Mach 1 – Chevrolet SSR
Convertible Pickup – The first of 400 outrageously exclusive Enzo
Ferraris are built and the last, ubiquitous, rear-engine VW Beetle
is built in Mexico.

 


2004 – First hydrogen pump installed
at gas station in Washington, D.C. – Infinity QX56 – Last
all-American–built Mustang – Last Oldsmobile, an Alero, produced in
Lansing, MI – Cadillac XLR – Lamborghini Gallardo – Jay Leno buys a
2005 Ford GT in red with white stripes for only list price. Since
his is the second unit sold, and the first one was auctioned off
for $500,000, Mr. Leno obviously knows someone.

 


2005 – Last year of the Thunderbird
two-seat convertible – Aston Martin DB-9 Volante convertible – 1300
Ford GT’s are sold on e-bay and elsewhere for prices way over the
list price. The newest generation of Mustangs use engines and
transmissions built in Europe for the first time.

 


2006 – Toyota FJ Cruiser – Shelby
Mustang GT-500 – Lexus 306-hp IS 350 – Corvette C6 Z06 – Dodge
Viper Coupe – General Motors introduces its two-seater-convertible
fraternal twins, the Pontiac Solstice and Saturn Sky. The fast and
gorgeous Ford GT ends its limited production run somewhat short of
the originally projected 4500 cars, but its legend will live
forever.

 


 



Chapter 4:
The Toy Store

 


The Politically Incorrect Cap Pistol

 


I was born a cowboy. At least I was born to
become one at some time in the future. Santa brought me cowboy
paraphernalia every Christmas, beginning when I was barely old
enough to stand up. They should have called me the snot-nosed
cowboy. The wet, humid weather of Mississippi made me sick every
winter. I can be seen in every old 8mm movie wearing a cowboy hat
and wiping my nose between fast-draws of my cap pistol. One of my
favorite influences I aquired from reading Playboy Magazine
in the Sixties was the poignant nostalgia of Jean Sherpherd. No one
can tell better stories of the adventures of a kid back in the good
old days. Television reruns of Shepherd’s A Christmas Story
have probably made him better known than all his other great
stories put together, so ya’ll already know about his lust for a
Daisy Red Ryder BB rifle. Raised in the traditional rural South,
there was no such aversion to guns or a politically correct
aversion to gun training in the family of my childhood. I wanted
guns for Christmas and I got guns for Christmas.

 


The Nichols Stallion series were the most
anatomically correct toy pistols of the Fifties cowboy era.
Nichols, a company founded in Texas (where else?), built a line of
cap pistols that included the Stallion 32, 38, and 45. All were
carefully crafted replicas of late-model, double-action Colt
revolvers, and most pint-sized gunslingers usually referred to them
as the Colt .32, Colt .38, and the Colt .45. Cheap cap pistols of
the day were made from sleazy pot-metal that easily lost its sheen.
The cylinder actually revolved when the trigger was pulled on some
models, but it was simply fixed in place on the more pathetic of
the Colt copycats. Caps were made and sold in rolls that you loaded
into the pistol in a manner that allowed the roll to advance
through the mechanism much like the plastic tape of a handheld
labelmaker. If you were really lucky, somewhat more than fifty
percent of the caps actually fired as you pulled the trigger. The
rest either missed the mark of the revolving mechanism entirely or
misfired flaccidly with a semi-quiet plap! It’s quite
embarrassing to hone your fast-draw down to a deftly artful
movement sandwiched between nose wipes and then hear the sound of
plap! or the ubiquitous phloopf! when you pull the
trigger and the hammer comes down.

 


Nichols had a better idea. Start with a
higher grade of metal that will hold its shine for years.
Manufacture all the parts as separate entities, just like a real
Colt revolver. Design a cylinder that has been smoothly bored six
times, one that properly moves into position each time the trigger
is squeezed. For all you politically correct sissies and neophytes,
the double-action mechanism is defined by the movement of the
trigger. As the trigger is pulled, the cylinder rotates into
position as the hammer is drawn back. In a single-action revolver,
the trigger rotates the cylinder, but it does not control the
backward movement of the hammer. The cowboy has to cock the hammer
back manually before pulling the trigger. Of course the hammer can
still be cocked manually and the gun fired with a pull of the
trigger on a double-action, but this method of firing is optional,
not mandatory. Refer to the earlier mention of the Nichols Colts as
late-model replicas. I think a little fudging was done for the sake
of snot-nosed gunfighters when Nichols designed their Colt line. If
you look back at actual history, not the standard John Wayne
variety, you will see that the real cowboys most likely shot each
other with the Colt single-action models. The later, double-action
Colts have a sleeker look and were built a little late for real
cowpokes, but when you have to quickly wrestle a heavy Colt out of
the holster that has been diligently tied at the bottom to your
knee, all the while taking care of that nose, the double-action is
a bit easier to operate. One too many details to attend to can make
your fast-draw look like you escaped from The Apple Dumpling
Gang.

 


What really set the Nichols Colts apart was
their capfiring mechanism. The Colts used metal bullets that looked
just as real as the one The Lone Ranger held up to prove that it
was silver. The Nichols cartridge was made of three components. The
suppository-shaped cartridge had a removable shell casing that held
a single round cap between the casing and the slug, which of course
went nowhere when the cap fired. The caps were sold in small sheets
like blotter acid. You pulled them apart, loaded a single cap into
each shell casing, slipped the casing over the future bullet that
was destined to go nowhere, and loaded each assembled cartridge
into the cylinder, just like Billy the Kid. The sheets of
individual caps cost more than the rolled type, but the resulting
authenticity made them worth the extra cost and loading hassle. The
result was far more likely to be pow!

 


The choice of .32, .38, or .45 was a tough
one. The .38 was a good compromise between the macho bigness of the
.45 and the efficient, lightweight fast-draw of the .32. Dirty
Harry had not threatened to blow a punk’s head clean off yet, so
the full charisma of the heavy .45 had not yet taken effect. My
yellow-livered varmint older cousins always seemed to be able to
outdraw me, no matter which matinee cowboy I tried to emulate.
Maybe it had something to do with the fact that they were a little
older and bigger than me, or maybe it was the fact that one of them
always shot me with his Colt .38 before I could squeeze off a shot
from my heavier .45. The one with the .32 plugged me before I could
even get that big Dirty Harry pistol out of the holster! Something
had to give if I was going to live long enough to see who shot
Liberty Valance.

 


The first thing I did was to get those ornery
varmint cousins to show me how to properly set up my quick-draw
outfit. The first order of business was to find a gunbelt that fit
me at the correct low, below-the-hip, gunslinger position. Then I
had to punch a hole in the bottom edge of the holster. Mom
admonished me to be careful with her ice pick and Dad didn’t seem
to miss the shoelace that mysteriously disappeared. Now the holster
could be lowered for a quick reach and the bottom of it could be
tied around my knee so it didn’t jerk up and jam my quick-draw.
When I found that I was still getting shot by cousins with quicker
reflexes, I finally decided a more desperate measure was in order.
I took a knife to my Colt .45 gun holster that Dad had brought me
directly from Dallas, the home of real cowboys that lived in dry
enough weather that nose-wiping never slowed down their fast-draws.
After I cut down the top edge of the holster so the genuine
rotating cylinder of my Colt .45 wouldn’t catch on its edge, I
thought I was ready to shoot some varmints. Unfortunately, to my
great demise and disappointment, I still could not slap that long,
heavy Colt .45 out of my specially cut and tied down holster from
Texas fast enough to stay alive on the soggy prairies of
Mississippi!

 


Mattel came to the rescue. It was the
beginning of the end for the super quality of the Nichols Colts,
and I think I even perceived this coming future of blatant
commercialism at that time. The now ubiquitous TV-series tie-in
would bring me a sawed off Wanted Dead or Alive rifle and a
swirling Rifleman carbine during the same era. The copycat
guns of Steve McQueen and Chuck Connors were not built of that
ultimate quality and design so aptly displayed by the Nichols
Stallion pistols. These were the guns that were good at emulation
and sales, and they were good for the corporate culture that was at
that time still in its infancy, but that’s another story. Instead
of building another television copycat, Mattel chose to address the
exact problem I was having with those varmint cousins and my
authentic, but heavy and slow, Nichols Colt .45. The Mattel Fanner
50 was made of lightweight pot-metal, just like the cheesy cap
pistols used by the less well-heeled four-foot cowboys. It used the
standard, cheap, rolled caps, too, and no movie cowboy ever got
shot with one, either. What the Fanner 50 offered was found right
in its name. The hammer was wide and flat at the top, and the
trigger mechanism drew back the double-action hammer with a
lighter, although much less realistic, feel than that of the
Nichols Colts. The standard cap roll held fifty shots, twenty that
went pow! and thirty that went plap! in actual usage.
The Fanner 50 gave the knee-high cowboy a choice. He could jerk the
lightweight pistol from its holster and quickly pull the light
trigger for one quick shot, or he could slap leather and fan the
flat hammer with the palm of his hand and fire off as many as the
fifty shots of a whole roll of caps. The corporate machine loved it
because they could sell more caps and the cowboys loved it because
they could drop those Nichols-totin’ varmints before they could
lift their realistic pistols and pull their heavy triggers. The
sound of pow pow plap phloopf pow plap plap pow phloopf
echoed across America.

 


Toys Defined for Boys & Girls of All
Ages

 


The short definition of toys for this chapter
is one that is very broad. Traditional toys for kids are listed at
the beginning of each year, with generic ones listed before branded
ones. The next items are those things we gradually add to our lives
from puberty through the teenage years. Next are the many varieties
of electronics that are not listed elsewhere in this book. For
example, all audio equipment is listed in this chapter, but some
innovations in television and computers are listed in other
chapters instead. The next items listed are the miscellaneous
sports equipment and motorized toys, such as watercraft and ATV’s,
Motorcycles have been listed last, with the more obvious models
first and the lesser-known ones after. Only the most significant of
motorcycle models and innovations have been included.

 


The Toy Timeline

 


1760 – Inline roller skates with metal
wheels demonstrated

 


1823 – Roller skates patented

 


1829 – Poker played in New Orleans

 


1832 – Jack-in-the-Box marketed

 


1840 – Dolls first mass-produced in
America

 


1843 – The Mansion of Happiness
is the first board game sold in the U.S.

 


1855 – Calliope patented in Worcester,
Massachusetts

 


1856 – Orvis fly-tackle is the first
mail-order company in the U.S.

 


1861 – Milton Bradley sells 45,000
copies of The Checkered Game of Life.

 


1862 – Bowling ball

 


1863 – Modern four-wheel roller skates
invented in New York City

 


1865 – First baseball card

 


1866 – First roller skating rink opens
in Newport, Rhode Island

 


1867 – US Playing Card Company founded
in Norwood, Ohio

 


1869 – Steam-powered vibrator (as
shown on Boston Legal in 2006)

 


1877 – Phonograph invented by Thomas
Edison & human voice recorded the first time

 


1879 – Artificial ice rink opens in
Madison Square Garden

 


1882 – First battery-powered
vibrator

 


1883 – Parker Brothers founded in
Salem, Massachusetts

 


1886 – BB gun marketed to children

 


1887 – Mechanism invented by Edison
allows first speaking doll – Softball –

Inflatable bicycle tire – Fishing rod of
telescoping steel tubes

 


1888 – Gumball machine dispenses
block-shaped or sticks of gum

 


1889 – Tiddledy Winks – Jukebox –
Nintendo of Japan founded

 


 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1663
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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