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Monsters are known to be big and
hairy.

Some have horns and sharp teeth and
that can be scary.
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But are monsters so horrible that
they don’t deserve friends?

Playmates to whom their toys they
might lend?
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A Hodag is one type of monster that
just might

make a great friend if the timing
was right.
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Lucky for Happy the Hodag into the
forest one day strayed

a friendly white bulldog looking for
shade.
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Happy had never seen such a creature
before

and didn’t know that he ate them,
according to lore.
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But Buddy the Bulldog, who had just
wandered up

had known this story since he was a
very young pup.
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His mother had taught him ever since
he could recall

to steer clear of the forests and
the scariest monster of all.
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“The Hodag,” she said, “has peculiar
tastes.”

“They eat white bulldogs, so if you
see one, make haste!”
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“Run straight home,” is what he was
told to do.

But Buddy was too sleepy for all of
that hullabaloo.
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He curled up on a pile of pine
needles and leaves,

unaware he was being watched closely
from the trees.
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And when he awoke he was not where
he’d laid down

but instead in some sort of
underground town.
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The creatures of the forest had
moved him while he slept

into their secret caves, where their
most prized possessions were kept.
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Buddy saw raccoons sorting a pile of
shiny metal

and deer nodding knowingly as they
sampled flower petals.
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But most surprising of all, and oh
boy it gave him a scare

was the green creature at his side
rocking in a chair.
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How to identify a Hodag:
1. Green F
2. Horns

3. Sharp T
4. Pointy
5. Stink:
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