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 1. Introduction - In the beginning.



 


 


Genesis 1:1 “In
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth…” “… and God
saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” Gen
1:31 Every action, design and thought that went into our existence,
is benevolent in nature. Our Creator's only motive was the joy of
His intended recipients. Everything he made was bathed in Edenic
beauty. With taste, energy and aesthetic marvel, He wove together
the heavens and the earth. The final product was a masterpiece. We
call it, reality.

How much do we
owe God for this magnificent gift? Mankind can never reward her
Maker for even the sun’s warming rays. Something as normal as the
warming glow of the sunshine is far more complex than our feeble
human minds can ever understand. Our entire planet cannot compare
to the size of the sun. It is billions of times our own size. But
nothing was too much for the King of the Universe, He went all the
way. He spared no amount of energy or effort. Everything He could
think of, was done, to add colour to your today. While creating our
home, our planet, He did everything within His power to create the
best possible environment for us. His burning desire was to give us
a perfect home. Earth, our home, was created on such a grand scale,
that we were in need of nothing. Every taste, flavour, shape and
sound testified to the enormous amount of energy, commitment and
power that God had invested into our existence. Life itself is an
astounding marvel of Divine engineering. Every cell, organ and
function within our human form is a gift from God. Billions of
impulses, signals and messages flow through your body at any given
moment. Not a single moment is ever wasted. Billions of
calculations, assimilations, comparisons and evaluations flicker
through your mind at the speed of thought. All are vital to every
moment of your existence. You are alive! Life is amazing! You see,
it’s merely by the grace of God that you are, who you are. Your
every moment is a priceless gift from the gracious hands of your
Creator.

It is this
investment that lay at the foundation of man's happiness. Through
every blade of grass, flower petal, bite of food and breath taking
view, mankind could learn about God. It taught them of the colour,
beauty and joy that came from His creative marvel. It taught them
of their own value. Creation showed them how much they meant to
their Creator. Why else would anyone alive bestow so many blessings
upon them? With each passing moment, their hearts grew closer to
the heart of infinite greatness. Everything around them shouted
forth the praise of God. Through the revelation of His power, they
found peace and safety. His wisdom was the source of their comfort
and assurance. His gentleness gave them the freedom of mind to
enter into conversation with the greatest Being man would ever have
the honour of knowing. He was their all. In Him they found their
identity. His existence was their lives.

God was their
completion. While His only desire - as witnessed through creation,
seemed to have been their well being, they would find happiness in
His presence. He had made provision for their every need. They were
short of nothing. Through nature, He provided for their hunger. Gen
2:16 “…and the Lord God commanded man, saying, of every tree in the
garden you mayest eat freely. But of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil, though shalt not eat of it for the day thought shalt eat
of it, though shalt surely die.” Through His presence, He gave them
stability. By creating man a helper, He sought to teach man of the
intimate relation that we could have with Him. Gen 2:18 “… and the
Lord God said, it is not good that man shall be alone. I will make
him a help meet for him.” Nature was their teacher. As their minds
developed to understand the awe astounding wonder of the created
world around them, they would find an even deeper understanding of
the value that God had placed upon them. Our brightest minds today
still struggle to grasp the complexity of nature. Combined with
this, was the high honour of having been created in the image of
God. Gen 1:26 “and God said, let Us make man after Our image, after
Our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”
What higher honour could God have bestowed upon them? This was to
be, and become the actualisation of the human race. As their
understanding of the greatness of God developed, their identity
would develop. The greater their understanding of the investment
God made into their lives, the greater would become their sense of
being. Self-actualisation was designed by God. Through His
greatness, mankind was to live to find the very heights of human
achievement. God Himself could have been our inspiration,
motivation and guide. Imagine what we could have been...

 


 


 2. A ray of hope

 


 


Satan, in
Genesis 3 comes to Eve in the form of a snake. By asking Eve, in
verse one “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden?” his asking, do you have enough food. He knows what God
said in Gen 2:16. “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat” He continues by
addressing the human need for security, “you shall not surly die”,
he says. By naming every one of Eve’s needs, He appears to care,
understand and carry her best interests at heart. “For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened”, he says. He’s insinuating that the tree will give her
wisdom. Humanity has a need for mental development. Finally, he
addresses her need for self-actualisation. “ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil”. Satan’s temptation is bathed with
understanding and sympathy. His every spoken word seems to
understand our human hearts. Does he care about our well-being? Why
is it that he knows our needs so well? Could it be that God was
trying to withhold something from mankind? Why did God punish Eve
for striving to fulfil the needs that He had created into her?

Was the
fulfilment of mankind’s needs sinful? Never! God had designed them
with the specific purpose of imparting the fulfilment that He
intended them to bring. Without sight, sound, taste, hunger,
loneliness or the need to develop, life would have been empty. Our
existence would have lacked direction and meaning. The God that
formed sub-cellular entities must have formed humanity’s needs.
Creation and Biblical history combine to witness of Devine
planning. God wanted mankind to have the fullest fulfilment
possible. Our needs are paramount in His plans. Our God understands
our needs, and want them to be fulfilled. But as we have seen, the
fulfilment of every one of these needs proved to mankind, the value
with which God looks at us. It wasn't an end unto itself. It served
a higher purpose. It gave us meaning, value and direction. It
taught us about God's greatness. Through the greatness of God's
providence, we would find more than mere existence. God's
providence bathed the fulfilment of our every need in creative
genius. Colour ripples through our lives. Tastes and fragrances
sparkle through the sin-tainted world. It witnesses to the extent
God went through, to secure your happiness. Reality witnesses to
the silent wonder of your God.

When mankind
looked upon their own needs, they realised that they were empty.
Something was wrong, they felt so much smaller, weaker and of less
value. When they looked at themselves, they realised that they were
nothing but living dust. God never intended them to see themselves
as thus. It was His wisdom that breathed life into them. Through
His providence, He created us with value. We were designed to be
children of the living God. But through our misplaced focus, we
lost the greatest blessing mankind ever knew. They needed God. He
was their only completion. But while looking at themselves, they
lost sight of Him. Apart from the awe astounding blessings that God
had bestowed upon them, they were nothing more than living dust. He
had warned them against sinning. Gen 2:17 “But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” It was not the
wrath of God that caused our first parents to feel incomplete. It
was the natural result of their own actions. They took their eyes
of their God. Neither was their nudity mere outward in nature.
Their lives had turned from being tokens of the living God’s
awesome love, to self centred crevices of empty longing. God had
formed them. There was no reason for them to hide from His face,
other than the incompletion that they felt within their very core.
Gen 3:7 “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons.”

Did this change
God’s love for them? In Genesis 3:8 we read that God came to look
for them. “And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the
gardens in the cool of day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.”
It is interesting to note that in Revelation 6:15-17, God returns
to look for sinful man. What does the wicked do? “And the kings of
earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains
of the mighty men, and every bonded man and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of mountains. And said unto
the mountains and rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. For
the great day of His wroth has come, and who shall be able to
stand?”

Does the
problem lie with man's willingness to come to God, or does it lie
within the willingness of God to come to man? From Genesis to
Revelation, mankind is running away from God. But every time, God
tries again. The Bible is filled with the righteous being slain by
the wicked. God’s prophets were ridiculed, tortured and kill by
those who rejected His word. Ultimately, Christ Himself would
return to earth. They would kill Him too. God knew the results of
evil. But in His infinite wisdom, God made a way through which
mankind could be saved. Your heart can be reunited with the tender
love of your Creator. There is a way, for the emptiness of your
soul, to be touched with the greatness of your Creator. He can
complete you, like He had planned to do, from the very
beginning.

Gen 3:16- 19
“Unto the woman He said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thy shall bring for children; and thy desire
shall be in thy husband and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam
He said, because though has harkened unto the voice of thy wife,
and eaten of the tree which I have commanded you saying, though
shall not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shall ye eat of it all the days of they life; thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and though shall eat of it
all the days of thy life; in the swear of thy face shalt though eat
bread, till though return unto the ground.”

Built into a
mother’s heart, is an understanding, love and care like no other.
To a mother’s heart, there is nothing of more value than her
children. There is nothing she would not do for them. The
commitment that flows from this love is a deep-seated
characteristic, designed by God Himself. There was a reason for
this design. God wanted man to understand how He felt about us.
From a mother’s ability to listen, to relate to your pain, anxiety
and problems, flows a living shadow of your heavenly Father’s face.
He, unlike any human being, is always there. People have
limitations. Even our parents cannot always live up to the
expectations that God had set before them. But the caring God of
heaven will never let you down. Isaiah 49:15 “can a woman forget
her sucking child, that she will not have compassion on the son of
her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget ye”

It is within
this context that God’s curse rests upon the woman. But why did God
place this curse upon her? Was it out of anger? Do we serve a
vengeful God who wishes to punish us when we go against His wishes?
Is He a power hungry tyrant that demands our obedience? Does he use
His power and authority to force us into submission?

Genesis 3:19 is
very interesting. ”cursed is the ground for thy sake” says the
scripture. Could it be that the understanding God - who in Isaiah
49:15 claims that He will never forget you - had a purpose higher
than mere punishment in these curses? Contemplate the following;
how much pain does a mother go through at birth? How much hurt does
the average child bring upon their parents - through out their
lives? Does this diminish a mother's love and devotion to her
child?

It doesn’t!

This is how God
feels about us. We cost Him the life of His only begotten Son. The
agony of Christ was worse than any pain that any human being might
ever endure. Every time your child disobeys, you paint a picture in
His mind. You're forming how your children see God. You become
their window to heaven. Hence, the greatness of our Lord and
Saviour blessed a mother with a gift that no man will ever fully
understand. It is this care, commitment and love that serves as the
bases for man’s salvation. This curse helps a mother understand the
value that a caring God places upon her. Through looking at her
children, she can see a glimpse of God's love for her. This curse
was formed to draw the sinner's heart to God.

This love and
commitment was once our completion. Through living within this rich
experience, mankind enjoyed being children of the living God.
Though sin has taken hold of our planet, you can still enjoy the
presence of God through His multiple blessings. This ‘curse’ is one
of them. God designed it to help you find His face, through your
personal experiences . Your parent's unconditional love, devotion
and commitment are a revelation of God's love. Imperfect as it
might be, it points you to the arms of God. Yes, your own actions
will cause both you and God tremendous pain. But He's still there,
watching, waiting, yearning for you to come back. He doesn't dream
of punishing you. He yearns to heal your broken heart.

But the curse
did not end there. “…and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee…” Does this sound like the God of equality and
love depicted in the New Testament? Many people struggle to connect
the two parts of God’s word. When looking at the wrath of God in
the Old Testament, it is hard to connect it with the God that was
willing to die for us in the New Testament. How could a caring God
create a mother to be of lesser value than her husband? But there
is hope. Rightly understood, these verses can make sense. As a
woman’s heart yearns for the love and affection of her husband, so
the heart of God longs for your love. This is why no price was too
high to pay. With His dying breath, Christ still sought to teach
humanity of His love for us. In a very real way, He died to be with
us. When a woman looks at the heart of Christ, she can find an
intimacy, a care, a compassion that men cannot grasp without
experiencing the love and commitment of their wives. The sparkle
flickering in your eye, every time you stare into the eyes of your
husband or wife, is the sparkle that forms within God’s eye, every
time you take His hand. Your wife's burning desire, to be held in
your arms, to be with you, to talk to you, is a mirror image of
God's heart, yearning for your voice. Try to find the tokens of
God’s presence within your life. It will bring your God to
life.
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