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What an honor to hold in your hands and read with your eyes the words of the world’s greatest Book!
The Bible is great because it was divinely inspired. The words were given by the Holy Spirit to men of God. It was preserved throughout the ages by the hand of God.
It behooves all of us to spend time—much time—in the study of the world’s greatest Book. After years of study we will still find divine truths that will inspire us and stir us to new endeavors for Christ.
I commend this book and pray that by the reading of it your attention will be focused completely upon God’s Word – the Holy Bible.
Dr. Lee Roberson
Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:”
2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
I want to teach you about the subject of how to study the Bible. One of the greatest problems in Christianity today is that God’s people do not study the Bible. I am constantly amazed that when I go to churches, people talk to me and tell me that they do not read their Bible, and they do not pray. I have had assistant pastors, Sunday school teachers, deacons of churches and bus workers come to me and tell me that it has been a long time since they have read their Bible. I have had assistant pastors tell me that it has been months since they have studied the Bible. I am constantly amazed that people do not read their Bible.
I believe the reason why people do not read the Bible is because they simply just do not know how. What happens is that we start reading the Bible and then we get discouraged because we are not getting anything out of It; therefore, we end up quitting. The fact is that the reason we do not get anything out of reading the Bible is because we just do not know how to read It properly. When you do not know how to do something, then most likely you are not going to keep on doing it because you have no knowledge of how to do it.
God says in Philippians 2:5, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” How am I going to get the mind of God if I do not spend time with God reading His Book? If I am going to get God’s mind, then I must spend time reading His Book in order for me to understand God’s mind. Whoever I spend time with, that is who I become. If I spend time with a person, I get their mind. If I spend time with someone, I become more like them. Likewise, the more I read His Book, the Bible, the more I understand God, and the more I begin to think like God; that is what God wants us to have. He says “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” If I am going to get the mind of God and if I am going to spend time with God, then I need to learn to study His Word. God says, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Why does God want me to study His Word? He says that I am a “workman that needeth not to be ashamed;” God is saying that the whole reason why I should study the Bible is not so that I can just hoard it for myself, but the reason why I study the Bible is so that I can become a workman to go out into the world and reach the lost for Christ. God says that if I am going to be that workman and go out and reach the lost for Christ without being ashamed then I need to learn how to study His Book.
If I do not study God’s Word then the fact is I am not going to be the workman or the soul winner that I am supposed to be; I am not going to be the bus worker that I am supposed to be; I am not going to be the preacher that I am supposed to be; I am not going to be the Sunday school teacher that I am supposed to be, and I am not going to be that workman that God wants me to be who will go out and help a lost and dying world. I will not be able to help people who need to grow in Christ, and I cannot be that workman if I do not learn how to study the Bible. God says that He does not want me to be ashamed when I meet Him because I have not studied His Book. I have not been that workman that He intended for me to be because I do not know enough of the Bible.
In II Timothy 3:16-17, God says that the reason why I should study the Bible is because “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” The word “perfect” there means complete, entire, lacking nothing. He says “That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” In other words, you will never be the complete individual, the well-rounded individual, without getting into His Book. The reason why I need to study the Bible is so that I can become that complete and well-rounded individual so that I may be able to help people become what God wants them to become. You may be an expert in one area, but God does not want just an expert in one area. God says that He wants you to be a well-rounded individual who learns how to help people in every area of life.
How do I study the Bible? What are some important things that I must comprehend in order to study the Bible?
1. You must purpose that you are going to study the Bible daily.
The word “study” in 2 Timothy 2:15 means that there is a purpose. You are not going to study something unless you have a purpose. Now, the reason why most people do not stay faithful in reading their Bible is because they have no purpose for reading the Bible. If you have no purpose, you are not going to stay in It. You must purpose in your heart that you are going to study the Bible. Just like I purpose every day to eat something, I purpose every day that I am going to do certain things. Likewise, you must purpose that you are going to study the Bible every day. You have to have a purpose and a drive in you to read the Bible every day. If you have no purpose, you are not going to do it. The time that I look forward to each day is my Bible-study time. To me, that is the most exciting time of the whole day. Why? I have a purpose for why I read this Book. God says that if I am going to study the Bible, I must purpose to study the Bible daily.
2. You should have a set time to study the Bible.
Without a set time, you will not read the Bible. For instance, just like you have a set time for eating and sleeping, you should have a set time that you are going to read the Bible. At a certain time of the day, we get hungry. Normally about noon is when most people get hungry. Why? We have trained our bodies that at noon, we are going to eat. Likewise, about 10 o’clock at night, I start getting very tired because at a certain time every night I go to bed. I have trained my body; I get up at a certain time, and I go to sleep at a certain time. I eat at a certain time so my body gets hungry at a certain time. Likewise, God says you should have a set time to read the Bible. If you do not have a set time to read the Bible, you are not going to read the Bible. That is why I should have a purpose; if I am going to have a purpose to study the Bible, I must have a set time to read the Bible. Now, I believe the best time to read the Bible is first thing in the morning. God says in Psalm 63:1, “Oh God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee:” Proverbs 8:17 says, “I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.”
That word “early” is talking about first thing in the morning. In other words, God says that He wants you to seek Him first thing in the morning. I believe the best time for a person to read the Bible is first thing in the morning. Nothing should happen before you read your Bible. Every morning when I get up, the first thing I do is read His Book. Why? My mind is fresh, alert and not cluttered by the events that can happen throughout the day. You see, what happens to most of us is we get in the Bible, and we begin to study the Bible. As we study the Bible at night, our minds are cluttered; we get tired, and before long, we are meditating with our face down in the Bible because we have fallen asleep. God simply wants you to understand that the first thing in the morning, early in the morning, you ought to read your Bible. The best time for you to read your Bible is first thing in the morning. You should purpose every day that the first thing you do in the morning is read your Bible. I am simply saying that if you are going to study the Bible, first you must purpose that you’re going to study the Bible every day. Second, you must set a certain time to study the Bible every day.
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