Relationships are immensely similar to banks - what you put in, is exactly what you can take out. However, when you apply these Ten Critical Laws, outlined masterfully by Dr. Robb Thompson, your personal account becomes interest bearing with no late fees. The Ten Critical Laws of Relationship provides Kingdom solutions and practical explanations for establishing Godly relationships for both men and women alike. You will see, your time invested in reading this outstanding literary work will yield large returns in your personal and professional relationships, but most of all with the fulfillment of your destiny.
Bishop Eddie L. Long, Senior Pastor, New Birth, Atlanta, Georgia
Dr. Robb Thompson has an understanding of why relationships break down and how they can either be protected or restored. I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to experience success with other people.
Dr. Bill Gothard, Founder and President
Institute In Basic Life Principles, Oak Brook, Illinois
Everyone who reads The Ten Critical Laws of Relationship will benefit and be inspired to examine both their motives and actions in all their relationships, but especially in those that are closest to them. This powerful treatise on interacting with others will help people understand the responsibility of present relationships, and weigh the cost of future ones, while refining the manner in which one treats others.
Tommy Barnett, Senior Pastor, Phoenix First Assembly of God, Phoenix, Arizona
The challenge of building long term mutually beneficial relationship crosses all cultural, sexual and age barriers, and now at last we have some usable, practicable principles that will reveal to us as we are, and show us how we can change for the better.
Reading through Dr. Robb Thompson’s new book The Ten Critical Laws of Relationship will take you through a mental corridor of mirrors exposing every facet of avoidance, falsehood and weakness in your relationships, and then like a directional compass, point you toward a pathway of truth, kindness and confidence.
I recommend you read and study this fine work and enjoy the benefit that it will bring to you and those you want to relate to.
I wish I had this book 50 years ago.
Dr. Peter J. Daniels, International Business Statesman, Strathalbyn, Australia
* * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * *
Copyright © 2010 Robb Thompson
Family Harvest Church
18500 92nd Avenue
Tinley Park, Illinois 60487
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version, copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the King James Version of the Bible. Scripture quotations marked NAS are taken from The New American Standard Bible. Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by the Lockman Foundation. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked AMP are taken from The Amplified Bible. Old Testament copyright ©1965, 1987 by Zondervan Corporation, Grand Rapids, Michigan. New Testament copyright © 1958, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation, La Habra, California. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from The Holy Bible: New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from The Holy Bible: New Living Translation. Copyright © 1996 by Tyndale Charitable Trust. All rights reserved.
All rights reserved under International Copyright Law. Contents and/or cover may not be reproduced in whole or in part in any form without the express written consent of the Publisher.
Collaborative Development: Karen Jahn, Dr. Dennis D. Sempebwa
Editing: Karen Jahn | Design: Amanda Fico
Published by Robb Thompson at Smashwords.
This book is also available in print at Amazon, Barnes & Noble and at http://www.WinnersEdgeStore.net.
eBook ISBN 978-1-889723-36-5
* * * * * * * * * *
4 ….. The Law of Single Purpose
7 ….. The Law of Mutual Benefit
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To my father, Peter Daniels, to whom I owe my entire identity and future. You have brought me to a place of believing that God can change the destiny of even the most destitute of men. You have validated me.
To Dr. Rick Renner, a friend who is touching the world but still has time to relate to me in an ever increasing way...Thank you.
To Dr. John Avanzini, who has been an example of ministry from the pastorate to the itinerate. He is the picture of character and understanding...Thank you.
To Dr. Mike Murdock, for your willingness to spend endless hours helping me to discover my assignment and distinction in this life. To you I owe my ability to peer into life and extract principles from its almost undetectable sources. This is a debt that could never be repaid. I will be forever grateful.
To Kevin Leary, whose friendship to me has never wavered, even in my most abandoned moments.
To my Pastoral Staff, whose willingness to listen has caused me to ask heaven for more understanding of human needs.
To Dr. Dennis Sempebwa and Karen Jahn, whose consistent editing, encouragement and desire to complete has put this work in your hands.
Lastly, I would like to thank my enemies, for without you I would be a man without a future.
Dr. Robert Daniels Thompson
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I would like to dedicate this book to all the unattached who desire relationships that will unlock the rusted doors of their lives and create a new future.
May divine providence stop the hands of time, in order to alter the course of history by providing those most necessary companions, who will become the Golden Links to an Abundant Future...
Dr. Robert Daniels Thompson
* * * * * * * * * *
Every Relationship Contains Rules.
Those rules are unspoken, undocumented, and varied. The rules must be discerned, respected, and honored for the relationship to have impartation, longevity, or the strength to withstand seasons of adversity.
Every uncommon friendship will have an uncommon adversary.
Every garden has a snake.
Remember the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve walked with God in a perfect environment. Yet...the Snake emerged.
Every gift from God will be contested. Severely.
That’s why this book is so very important.
Your success depends on your relationships. Completely.
The Bible is The Master Handbook on Relationships; discerning The Master Keys to unlocking the Divine potential in them.
Few have studied relationships more than Dr. Robb Thompson.
Few have ever invested more in their friendships than Dr. Robb Thompson.
Our long years of treasured friendship have enriched my life, unlocked my understanding, and multiplied my celebration of his life. His unique and distinctive ministry reveals an unparalleled life of excellence. His unwavering obsession for excellence has birthed a worldwide audience of protégés who view his mentorship as invaluable, priceless, and essential to their success.
The Ten Critical Laws of Relationship could change your life forever.
Dr. Mike Murdock, Founder and Senior Pastor
The Wisdom Center, Fortworth, Texas
* * * * * * * * * *
We live in a society of extreme commotion and agitation. Lifetimes begin and end in a whirlwind of superficial activity and endless hustling to simply “make a living.” Yet, at the core of every person is a desire to discover something deeper. The heart of man possesses profound longings for meaning and purpose. When we make the time to quiet ourselves and do an inward assessment, the questions begin to emerge - Why am I here? Is there a purpose for my life? Is there a specific assignment that I am supposed to fulfill? How do I discover this assignment? And once I do know, how can I ever make it come to pass?
Do you find these questions stirring within you? Are you searching for the insights and tools needed to step into your destiny? If so, you have picked up the right book, because I have discovered a secret that will revolutionize your life. Here it is: Those closest to you will determine the outcome of your life. In other words, the single most important factor defining your future is the relationships you embrace.
Your life is built by relationships. You will receive both the consequences and the rewards of those who are closest to you. Relationships are like buttons on an elevator. Some will take you up, but most will take you down. Some take you up fast, and others take you down fast. Whether you recognize it or not, every relationship you have is taking you somewhere. In fact, these relationships have made you the person you are today, both the good things that you are and every ugly thing that you dislike about yourself.
We live in a very individualistic society, where people take great pride in their independence and ability to stay detached from others. Ever since childhood, they’ve always wanted to “do it themselves” and prove to the world that they can make it on their own. Invested relationships are seen as unnecessary baggage, a detriment and a hindrance to forward progress. But nothing could be further from the truth. This mentality of independence is dangerous and will lead you down a path of destruction. The wise king Solomon once said, “A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment.” (Proverbs 18:1) To isolate yourself is to celebrate selfishness. And to celebrate selfishness is to eliminate God from the equation of your life.
Isolation provides a false sense of security. It creates an atmosphere of relational irresponsibility. I will discuss this in greater detail as we journey though this book.
Humanity was never built for independence, but rather, for interdependence. We begin to realize our highest potential only when we take the risk to believe in one another, become transparent, and celebrate the right people in our lives.
The truths outlined in this book will enable you to maximize every relationship in your life. You will begin to recognize the special relationships that have strategically entered your life to advance you to a higher level of personal effectiveness. You will see that these individuals were sent by God, as Divine links to your future. They are the doorways to your life’s purpose!
Once you recognize the fact that God has positioned these people around you to assist you, you will no longer feel driven to compete with people. You won’t have to try to beat them out of anything, because you will recognize that they have been placed in your life for your improvement, not for your judgment.
These Ten Critical Laws govern every relationship. Understanding them will help you discern the correct posture in any relationship. You will know if you are the teacher or a student, a peer or a protégé, an engine or a caboose. Should you approach the relationship asking questions, or are you expected to make statements and answer questions? Is this a relationship that you must pursue for the betterment of your future, or is this a relationship that you must avoid because of the potential pain that it will create? This book will answer these and many more of your questions concerning this very critical area of life, relationships.
After twenty years of observing human behavior, I have seen these laws at work in my personal relationships and in those of others that I have been privileged to lead and counsel. Implementing them will unlock the door to your future, your assignment, and your purpose.
Dr. Robb D. Thompson
* * * * * * * * * *
It is impossible to walk thru life with another, unless the celebration of common values is present.
This first law governs the basic reason why people get into relationship. They must first agree upon a central premise from which they can begin to relate.
Before we get deeper into this law, we must establish a fundamental truism. There is no such thing as an accidental or neutral relationship. Every person you are connected to lives on one side of your relational ledger or the other. They either benefit or hinder your life. Every individual in your life is of consequence to you. They influence you in some way or another, whether you realize it or not. You are continually being seasoned and flavored by the individuals that surround your life. You will actually become like those with whom you associate.
You cannot avoid the influence another brings into your life. Understanding this will cause two things to happen: First, you will begin to seriously examine each relationship you have, and secondly, you will become very selective in developing new ones. Understanding the power of influence will help you realize the importance of agreement concerning foundational issues such as values, beliefs, and ethical standards.
Amos once asked, “Can two walk together unless they are agreed?”(1) In other words, before you decide to embrace a relationship with someone, ask yourself this one question: Can I walk in agreement with this individual?
You Will Become Like Those With Whom You Associate.
Agreement doesn’t mean that you both like to do the same things. It doesn’t mean you enjoy the same hobbies or the same movies. It doesn’t even mean that you are similar in personality, interests, tastes, family, or work situations.
Agreement means that you both relate on a common ground of inner values. You should want to know what type of values people live by, before you ever start walking in relationship with them. Are they honest? Do they walk in integrity, or are they willing to compromise their standards? Determining the kind of character a person has is crucial to the future success of any relationship.
Examining another man’s character is not wrong. In order to ensure that future relationships will benefit your life, you must be willing to examine others. Many of you reading this may find it difficult to do so, because you think, “Who am I, that I can examine another?” I understand where you are coming from. But I have realized that the quality of my life is greatly dependent upon those I call “friend.”
The Quality Of Your Life Is Greatly Dependent Upon Those You Call “Friend.”
Low self-esteem has plagued so many of us. Because of poor self-image, we have befriended people who have either exploited us or, at best, just used us. We find it hard to believe that anyone of good standing would want to be in relationship with us. This self-devaluation is probably the single greatest cause of poor relationships.
Having relational requirements and criteria doesn’t make you better than others; it simply proves that you know your true value. Ask yourself: do I want to become like those I spend time with? Or am I in relationship simply because an individual accepted me as I am?
The right relationships don’t just come to us; we have to pursue them. That is the difference between one falling into relationship, and another choosing to step into relationship with others. But how can you do this? How can you recognize if a person is one with whom you can walk in agreement on the important issues of life?
Identifying Relationships
~ ~ ~
Begin by taking a close look at their life. Watch them and observe how they respond in different situations. Ask their family, and even look at their friends. Take a look at their track record. Have they been faithful in the past, or is commitment not one of their strong points? I believe these are some basic ways of identifying the right relationships. But God has given us a clear description of the relationships we ought to embrace. Approximately ten times Solomon tells us, “Do not associate with so and so…”
There are individuals that do not belong in your life. Jesus warned his followers, “Among you there are sheep in wolves’ clothing.”(2) We have embraced these individuals as our friends, and they have hurt us time and time again.
Everyone that comes into your life should not automatically qualify to be your friend. Stick to your principles. As you walk according to a higher standard, you will attract those who do the same. If you ignore the Divine guidelines and choose to build relationships with wrong people, you will put yourself on a dead end street. When choosing relationships, choose people who are pursuing change, growth, and excellence.
I have identified six attributes that must be agreed upon by anyone intending to build positive, progressive relationships. I call them the six non-negotiables of relationship.
The Non-Negotiables Of Relationship
~ ~ ~
1. Personal Integrity
The greatest factor determining the outcome of your life is the underlying purpose for which you live. When assessing new relationships, begin by asking yourself, “What is the purpose of his or her life? What drives them to go on? Who are they seeking to please?” These answers will give you insight as to whether you should move forward or hold off, in pursuing the relationship. Search for those who have proven character. There is no greater attribute than personal integrity.
Integrity is who a person is. It’s the foundation upon which people must build their lives. There is no contractor that would start a project without making sure the foundation met regulation standards. There is no difference when it comes to building our lives and establishing our relationships.
If you are to “walk together” with someone, then you both must be in agreement on this foundational principle - Our closest allies must always prize integrity above relationship.
Relationships must serve a greater purpose than simply the enjoyment of mutual interests. When you get with those who are close and dear to your life, the primary purpose is not to relax and have fun. The sole purpose of any relationship is to add value and build a life for one another.
Our Closest Allies Must Always Prize Integrity Above Relationship.
Solomon said, “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.”(3) Your commitment to integrity and Divine principles must always take precedence over your mutual comfort or shared enjoyments.
Adam and Eve are a prime example of what not to do. Adam compromised his standards to please his wife. He allowed his commitment with Eve to overshadow his commitment to do what was right. In the end, this compromise destroyed the very thing they were both attempting to preserve - true intimacy with God and with each other. Remember, you may get the short-term gratification that you want, but you will lose the treasure that you already have.
Adam pleased Eve, but he lost the garden. David compromised his integrity for a few moments of pleasure with Bathsheba. Although David ultimately got Bathsheba, he lost his kingdom. Sampson is another example of compromise. He compromised his relationship with God for a woman. He got Delilah, but he ultimately lost his life. The list goes on and on. Whatever you compromise to keep, you will ultimately lose.
You May Get What You Want, But You Will Lose What You Have.
Jesus refused to compromise his standards. He pleased God in everything He did and, as a result, was exalted to the right hand of God. But don’t think for a moment that if Jesus had compromised his standards, that he would have been exalted. As the old saying goes, “You cannot have both sides of the bread buttered.” Decide today that you will govern your life according to Divine principles and require integrity from those with whom you relate. You cannot afford to get involved with the wrong people. Who are these wrong individuals? They are the ones who want from you what they are not willing to give.
Always be cautious of someone who wants from you what he himself is unwilling to give.
Always be cautious of someone who wants from you what he himself is unwilling to give. For instance, an individual may want loyalty out of you, but he gives you disloyalty. He wants you to be truthful, but he continues to be dishonest. He wants you to love him, but all he gives you is apathy and indifference. Unfortunately, this is how many good, decent people are destroyed. They tie themselves to users, who take advantage of an honest person’s commitment to integrity, but have no intention of walking in integrity themselves.
Consider this: “…bad company corrupts good character.”(4) Seemingly, bad tends to have influence over good, not the other way around. Take Judas, for example. He walked with Jesus for three years, yet he never changed. It is naive to think that we can change people without changing their foundations. My determined purpose has always been to build the foundation of my life on Godly principles. My principles don't change just because the situations or the relationships in my life have been altered. No matter what, I refuse to compromise the principles and values I have already established as a compass for my relational life.
To Walk Through Life According To Principle Often Means You Must Walk Alone.
Not everyone is interested in taking the proverbial “straight and narrow.” To walk through life according to principle often means you must walk alone. But integrity requires you to walk in truth, thus affirming your faithfulness to God and to those with whom you associate.
Integrity also means that as you build relationship, both parties must be willing to speak the truth in love, at the expense of offending each other. Solomon gives us some insight, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”(5) Because human beings have a desire to be valued and affirmed, we tend to gravitate towards those who will tell us what we want to hear. We subconsciously surround ourselves with individuals who put on a facade of commitment, because quite frankly, it feels good. But in my observations, this only leads to one place - a place of loneliness, with no bankable relationships to lean on.
Refuse to allow anyone into the intimacies of your life, if he or she is unwilling to agree and comply with the proven principles of truth and integrity. A true friend always prizes integrity above relationship. Walk by Divine principle, and soon you will be walking with the right people.
2. A Giving Attitude
One of the greatest types of individuals you can look for are those who live to give. Givers are contagious. When you get around a generous individual, all you want to do is give. You have heard it said, “…It is more blessed to give than to receive.”(6) The reason this is true is that when you receive something, your harvest is already there; you’ve gotten your reward, and that’s the end of it. However, when you sow, the potential within that seed is a bountiful harvest.
The tendency towards selfishness exists in the heart of every man. There is a voice incessantly droning in our ears, “Your life is too busy for you to try to dispense into somebody else’s. You can’t even handle what’s on your own plate. You need to pull back in your giving - if you spread yourself too thin, you’ll be no good to anyone.” Many individuals are so consumed with their own lives that they feel they are unable to give into the life of another.
This propensity towards selfishness is celebrated by the society in which we live. The bookstores are filled with best sellers advocating self-indulgence and self-gratification as being the road to self-fulfillment. Most of these authors encourage you to turn your attention inward, towards yourself, in order to feel nurtured and fulfilled. Very few people will tell you the truth - the path to real happiness, success, and fulfillment is the path of sowing and giving into the lives of others.
You must strive to be on the giving end of all your relationships. As you give, God will make sure to take care of your needs. You don’t need to worry about how you are going to get by. Instead remind yourself, “I have been assigned to solve problems in this individual’s life.” How can you make that happen? What problems can you solve? Many of us have trouble solving our own problems, let alone the problems of another! That is exactly the quandary. We have been focused on our own problems, rather than solving the problems of those to whom we are assigned. The more you focus on solving your own problems, the more you will have to do everything on your own.
Whatever You Make Happen For Others, God Will Make Happen For You.
However, as you focus on meeting the needs of others, God will do His part to meet yours. He promised to supply seed to the sower. (7) As long as you have seed, then you carry the potential of a harvest. But, in order for potential to become a realization, you must first plant the seed. Whether it is money, lending a hand, or giving others encouragement, that is what you must do. Be a giver because whatever you make happen for others, God will make happen for you. (8)
However, you must strategically plant your seed by sowing your life into good ground - into others who, like yourself, have chosen the lifestyle of a true giver.
This is important for you to understand. If you neglect to sow your life into good soil, you will be left with nothing when harvest time comes. The Bible says, “If you are too lazy to plow in the right season, you will have no food at the harvest.”(9) This is the reason that so many seniors retire with no one to take care of them. They never sowed their lives into the right people. Through the years, others came into their lives, benefited from their diligence, and then left them all alone.
Remember, God operates this earth by laws. He doesn’t respond to need; He responds in direct correlation to the law of the seed. Where you sow your life today will determine where you will be tomorrow.
You must surround yourself with generous people who understand the law of sowing and reaping. Get around those who motivate you to sow. Givers cannot be friends with non-givers. It will be a lopsided relationship that will not last.
You must surround yourself with generous people who understand and practice the grace of giving. If you are a giver, you will not be happy being in relationship with non-givers, because giving isn’t just something you do - it’s who you are. And “two cannot walk together unless they agree” on this crucial issue!
3. Unwavering Commitment to Truth
Truth must be the immovable bedrock of every relationship. In order to function in the realm of certainty, truth must be embraced as the cornerstone. All specifications for construction are measured against the unerring, immovable accuracy of the cornerstone of a structure’s foundation. If it remains intact, the building will stand strong for many years. However, when this cornerstone is damaged, disregarded, compromised, or removed, the structure will crumble.
Jesus said, “...You shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”(10) The level of commitment to truth determines the level of intimacy that two can enjoy in any relationship. When both parties embrace Truth, they are free to fulfill their destinies. They’ll go beyond the mundane, shallow relationships that many endure, to a relationship full of trust and intimacy.
The Level Of Commitment To Truth Determines The Level Of Intimacy That Two Can Enjoy In Any Relationship.
Truth is an integral aspect of every beneficial relationship. You cannot help a person who ignores truth and is continually controlled by his circumstances - nor should you be in relationship with such a person. You cannot help anyone who is unwilling to accept or embrace Divine principle, the greatest source of truth. Subsequently, you certainly cannot afford to build an intimate relationship with that type of individual.
I practice this principle in my own relationships. I make sure there is an agreement upon a standard of truth that exceeds our individual thoughts and opinions. An objective and indisputable source of truth must be the adjudicator of every aspect of our relationship. It must be made known that when challenges, disagreements, or questions arise, we will always bow our knee in subjection to Divine truth.
When we see ourselves as being the source of truth, we have unwittingly placed ourselves simultaneously upon the throne to rule and upon the bench to judge, thus making ourselves the chief cornerstone.
Your Associations Will Determine Your Assimilations.
You have to realize that your associations will determine your assimilations. There are some individuals that I enjoy as people. I like their personalities, but I can’t be in relationship with them, because they disregard truth and do not add value to my life. Jesus told Peter, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, and not from God’s.”(11) How would you like to be addressed like that? Would you ever address a close friend in this manner? Jesus did! He clearly prized integrity and truth above His relationship with Peter. He cared more about pleasing God than offending Peter. Prizing truth above relationship will preserve every aspect of your life.
4. Long-term Perspective
Although the binding force of past-shared experiences can greatly strengthen any relationship, you need to focus your attention and energy on today’s pursuits. As you run the race God has set before you, it is futile to gaze lingeringly into the rear-view mirror of your life!
The apostle Paul, in his communication to the church of Philippi, expressed this same urgency to forget the past and press forward to take hold of the future:
Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward…I’m off and running, and I’m not turning back.
So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us. If any of you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision - you’ll see it yet! Now that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it.
Stick with me, friends. Keep track of those you see running this same course, headed for this same goal. There are many out there taking other paths, choosing other goals, and trying to get you to go along with them. I’ve warned you of them many times; sadly I’m having to do it again.
All they want is easy street. They hate Christ’s Cross. But easy street is a dead-end street. Those who live there make their bellies their gods; belches are their praise; all they can think of is their appetites. But there’s far more to life for us. (12)
David said it like this, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly. Nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the Law of the Lord and in His law he meditates day and night.”(13)
People who are focused on the past will quickly become a weight that will hold you back. You must break free from those relationships and embrace those who will take you to your future. Link yourself up with those who are going somewhere. Seek out those who have a vision for their lives, and find your place at their table. These are the people who will open the door to your destiny. These types of individuals will not waste time, nor are they looking for any short-term fishing buddies!
Every Relationship You Have Is Either Drawing You Closer To Or Further From God’s Perfect Will For Your Life.
In October 1975, my life was transformed when I dedicated myself to God. That day, I became a brand new person. I was given a fresh start, with a whole new set of standards. I had a new course set before me and a new purpose for living. To this very day, I have not veered from that course, nor do I ever intend to. Consequently, I surround myself with those who support that objective. As a new creature, I make sure that I never make the pleasurable people of my present pay for the painful people of my past.
Every relationship you have is either drawing you closer to or further from God’s perfect will for you life. Every person who surrounds you should be pushing you to reach your objective. Jesus had an objective, “...I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.”(14) Jesus was more concerned about pleasing God than offending man. As He brought help and direction to the lives of others, Jesus surrounded Himself with those who were there to help Him fulfill God’s will for His life. He did not seek shallow or short-term relationships. When He said, “Follow Me” He actually implied, “Follow me for the rest of your life.”
Jesus had purpose behind everything He did, especially when it came to relationships. He was in it for the long haul. He was in relationship to add value and to help others fulfill the God-given purpose for their lives. He cared about nothing else. Even the Pharisees made the statement, “…Teacher, we know that You are true and care about no one; for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth…”(15)
I Never Make The Pleasurable People Of My Present Pay For The Painful People Of My Past.
Although Jesus cared about people, He cared more about pleasing God. As followers of righteousness, we also must become serious about fulfilling God’s plan and purpose for our lives. If anyone becomes a liability and drags you back into your past, you must be willing to let go of that relationship; and letting go is quite painful.
Before you step into a relationship, know that you can commit for the long haul. If you cannot commit, then don’t say you can. David commended the person “…who swears to his own hurt and does not change.”(16) The inability to see long-term is the cause for the present divorce rate. Couples are not willing to be committed to the end. They look at what they can get short-term, and then when something better comes along, they leave. In any type of relationship, a long-term perspective is a necessary attribute. It will cause two individuals to overlook present trouble and move toward greener pastures.
5. The Passionate Pursuit of Distinction
We must seek to get around individuals who challenge us to grow. Don’t allow yourself to be satisfied with a mediocre or ordinary way of living. A casual attitude towards life will only lead you to a place of disappointment and defeat. If you want to realize the best for your life, then you must launch out on a lifelong pursuit of excellence.
People often say they want excellence in their lives, but then they stop pursuing it because the cost is too great. They become discouraged and quit when they realize that excellence requires a daily striving for improvement. They aren’t willing to pay the price to obtain the prize. Excellence is something you have to go after all the time. Surround yourself with others who are sold out to the quest of making their best even better. These are the types of individuals who will take you to a greater tomorrow.
But, what does it mean to be excellent? Most people can only tell you their opinion of excellence. They don’t understand how powerful the concept really is. Let me give you an idea of all that is encompassed in the word excellence.
Excellence is meritoriously near the standard, or the model, by which we are all measured. It is imminently good, the best of its kind. It is a virtue, a state of being - a part of who a person is, not just what a person does. Excellence can be obtained, because it is measurable. You can see excellence in the life of a person who is always moving toward improvement. He’s always getting better.
If you don’t go after what you want, it is safe to say you really don’t want it. So many people say they want to be excellent, yet they don’t pursue it, nor do they pursue those who are excellent. Instead, they live their lives in mediocrity, with a “just good enough” attitude. Year after year, they stay right in the middle of the pack, not craving excellence enough to trade their time for it.
Stay away from the mediocre individual who is satisfied with where he or she is. Mediocrity is an infectious and contagious disease, one that will penetrate deep into the crevices of your life and squelch any desire for personal improvement. Mediocre people will halt any progress you have made. They disguise themselves by saying the right things, but ultimately they are in your life to hinder your future progress.
Remember when Heaven is ready to multiply you, Hell assigns people to put an end to you. That is why having non-negotiable criteria for relationship is so important. You must recognize those individuals whom God has brought into your life - those who are the people of your tomorrow. Failure to recognize them can potentially destroy your life.
6. A Kingdom Mentality
Here is a driving principle: The kind of requirements you place upon others reveals the kind of person that you are yourself. Read it again. Memorize it and live it. Your actions will quickly uncover who you really are. You cannot separate who you are from what you do. Many Christians have attempted to do this. They claim to be Christians, yet they live like unbelievers. In relationship, it is important that you watch what a person does and stop just listening to what a person says.
The kind of requirements you place upon others reveals the kind of person that you are yourself.
James tells us, “But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”(17) You must believe only what another does, not what he says. You must learn to watch a person’s feet.
In determining who a person is, just spend some time with him and you will soon discover what he truly believes. Ask questions of his friends, family, and especially his spiritual leaders, concerning his character and attitudes. Don’t just allow anyone into your life. If someone truly wants to be your friend, they must be willing to undergo this essential examination.
Once again, if you ignore these fundamental differences, you will end up destroying your life. Think about this: “He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.”(18) Wrong people will damage your life. Right people will multiply your life.
Watch What A Person Does And Stop Just Listening To What A Person Says.
When you link yourself with those who see life from an eternal perspective, you elevate your relationships to a level that is not easily hampered by temporal setbacks. Take some time and ask yourself, “Where are my relationships taking me?” Every relationship is taking you somewhere. Identifying the direction you are headed is a key determinant of whether or not to continue the relationship.
Obedience to Godly principle is a magnet that will draw the right people into your life. By walking in obedience everyday, you’ll attract others who are willing to make the sacrifices and changes that are necessary to help you reach your full potential. Your true potential is not independent of others. You are designed for interdependence, and therefore, you will go only as far as those with whom you associate on a daily basis. Only by pursuing Divinely ordained relationships and remaining faithful to the end will you maximize your potential, and thus fulfill the destiny to which you’ve been called.
Jesus revealed a criterion He had for friendship, when he said, “You are my friends if you do whatever I command you.”(19) The willingness to obey Divine precepts is an attribute that you must seek in every relationship. Your obedience coupled with the obedience of another will propel that relationship to higher heights.
Obedience became the pivotal factor for a young man named Elisha. Day after day, year after year, he dutifully served his mentor, Elijah. He pursued Elijah knowing that he could only possess what he was willing to pursue. (20)
The day finally came when that pursuit paid off:
When they came to the other side [of the Jordan River], Elijah said unto Elisha, “What can I do for you, before I am taken away?”
And Elisha replied, “Please, let me become your rightful successor [let a double portion of your spirit be upon me].”
“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah replied. “If you see me when I am taken away from you, then you will get your request; but if not, then you won’t.”(21)
Elisha did, in fact, receive the mantle that he had so diligently pursued. But what was the key that unlocked such power and favor in his life? Elijah told Elisha, “If you see me when I’m gone, the inheritance on my life will be yours. But if you don’t see me when I’m gone, you will inherit nothing.”
I Will Experience My Greatest Moments And Fulfill The Destiny To Which I’ve Been Called Only As I Remain Faithful To Divinely Ordained Relationships.
Longevity of commitment is the key. I will experience my greatest moments and fulfill the destiny to which I’ve been called only as I remain faithful to Divinely ordained relationships. This revelation has revolutionized my relationships. It has caused me to turn up the intensity level of my pursuit, because it is my desire to carry on the legacy of my patriarchs when they are gone. I want my spiritual fathers to know today, that I have avowed with them in united purpose. When they have finished their portion of this race, I will be the faithful son that carries the torch of their legacy into the future. For, it is not the protégé’s words or intentions that will secure him an inheritance. It is the protégé’s longevity of commitment that will deliver to him the double portion.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/18482 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!