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~ Introduction ~






This book is the collection of all the lessons
I’ve learned, about RV Boondocking, over the past 30 years or so.
Now, I ain’t tellin’ you I know it all. But, I do believe if you
use what I’ve learned; it might save you a few hard knocks.

You’ll still find plenty of your own interesting
‘excitements’ to laugh about.... later; but if I can help you cut
down on their frequency, I figure I’ve done something
worthwhile.

Some of what’s here is from articles I’ve
previously written... the rest is brand new inspiration pulled from
memory for this book.

My hope is that this book will inspire you to go
out and try RV Boondocking. It’s my belief, that after you wake up
a few mornings; to the sound of a Loon’s calls echoing through the
mountains; or the fresh scent of the wind in the trees; you’ll not
want to RV, or live, any other way.

Use this book as a starting point to develop
your own, personal, style and way of going. There is seldom, if
ever, just one way of doing anything correctly. RV Boondocking is
darn sure not the exception. The trick is, as always, to find the
way of going, which is the right ‘way’ for you.

Look at what I’ve done. Find the different ways
others go about the same tasks. Take your pick of those ‘ways’, mix
‘em together in clever, new, combinations... or come up with fresh,
brand new, ideas of your own.

Most of all don’t be afraid to explore, do
things your own way, and LIVE! The only down side is, you’ll get to
find out what might not work! But then you’ll know right? To tell
the truth, most of our best times, and most valued memories are
from those times when we learned how ‘NOT’ to do something.

So, enjoy and get Goin’ RV Boondocking!






 ~ My RV Boondocking
Philosophy ~

 


What is RV Boondocking? For me it’s the
simplicity advised by Thoreau a century and more ago. Though I
aspire to his achievement of simplicity, I am not pursuing his
austerity. I plan on hangin’ on to the creature comforts of my
fifth wheel!

When I wake up, in our fifth wheel, my wife
softly sawing logs beside me, deep in a high mountain camp, I thank
God for the life he’s blessed me with, in spite of my many
stupidities.

All I need is the roof and four walls of my
beloved rig. The warm bed and hot shower, surrounded by the far
country of my boondock camp keep me thinking: “I’ve died and gone
to Heaven”.

Now, I’ve chased the almighty American dollar
(mostly without success!) a hundred hours a week. I’ve worked jobs
I’ve detested, as well as those I’ve enjoyed, right down to my
boots. Chasin’ cows (which pretty much paid nuthin’) was a joy. It
was all done, for the most part, to do what I figured I was
‘expected’ to do.

Sort of a go along to get along idea; what we’re
all conditioned to do from the first day we fill a diaper; to be a
good, productive, citizen. The question is, productive for
whom?

I’m here to tell you, for the most part, I think
we all got conned. Cogitate on it for a while. Who benefits from
all your slavin’? Subtract all the work you do that only benefits
somebody else, and what do you have left?

Eliminate all the work that only pays the tax
man; and let’s face it, we don’t really get much back from that
investment; the bankers interest, the work that pays for that ‘Big
House’, most of which goes unused most of the time, and how much
work do you have left?



Heck, there were weeks at a time that I didn’t
enter 50% of our old house. So why work for it?

(Note: We’ve been pushed back into our house for
a while. (Winter 2007) We’d moved into our rig full-time thinking
we had the house sold. The deal collapsed. We got caught by the
popping housing ‘bubble’... one more argument against ‘em!)

Take away all the work ‘Others’ have talked you
into doin’; the benefits of which go mostly, right, straight, to
THEM, and there ain’t much work left to do for your own actual
needs is there? Put a sharp pencil to it and I think you’ll find
that in our ‘system’, a fraction of your work actually goes to your
true needs.

Now, if you need a 45’ diesel pusher ... you’re
going to have to work harder than I do to support my six year old,
30’ Jayco Fiver, but you get the idea.

I admit I had to kick in a goodly amount for
that big red Dodge we drive... but I NEEDED it!

The fact is, my old ’98 had a few hundred
thousand miles left in it. I just wanted a fresh truck for our
‘step off’ into Full-Timing.

Again, Thoreau said it best: “Simplify,
Simplify, Simplify.”

My choice, for my “Simplification”, is to live
Full-Time in my Fifth Wheel, enjoy life, write about it, with the
hope that someone, on occasion will want to read some of my
stories.

Not quite a minimalist approach but pretty
frugal just the same. As time goes by, I continue reducing and
distilling my possessions. The less I have, the less there is to
maintain, support, and worry about. I have no intention of reducing
myself into abject, monk like austerity... but I don’t need two
closets full of clothes I don’t wear either!

I’m not going to blow sunshine up your skirt and
tell you: “Don’t worry, it’s easy. “ It’s not. Nope. It’s a hard
piece of work. You have to go against everything you’ve been
conditioned to think, for pretty much your entire life. It’s tough
and early on, a bit scary.

Work for what you need, and walk away from the
rest. Set up your affairs, paying close and conscious, attention to
your needs. Do you really NEED that ‘thing’, or are you simply
responding to a Madison Avenue Campaign?

Organize your life so that it truly is... your
... life; not just a profit center for some corporation or ‘Big
Brother’.

Now, I’m not saying get rid of ALL your
possessions; just the ones that don’t serve you. If, like me, you
need your music (CD’s) and your camera... by all means, take ‘em
with you. Hang on to those things that put some joy and value into
your life. Get rid of those things which just fill space and create
a burden you have to pack along.

Successful RV Boondocking won’t be found in
acquiring that fabulous, big, Motorhome, or super-sized Fifth
Wheel. While there is not one thing wrong with securing one of
those sweet rigs for your family, don’t measure the value of your
life, or RV Boondocking with that ruler.

I’ll argue, that the folks who try that route
are soon disillusioned, and return to the brick and mortar grind
they were trying to escape in the first place. They were just going
after the same old thing by a different name. It’s too bad.

Instead, measure your successes by your heart.
Do you drag yourself to work each day scheming about how to make
another buck? How to impress the neighbors with how much bigger,
fancier and expensive your RV is? Do you work hard at collecting
more ‘things’? Because that is what you have always been taught to
do?

Or, do you spring out of bed in the morning,
tripping over your shoes, in your rush to get outside, so you can
smell the morning dew, as the sun breaks over the mountain tops
surrounding your camp?

It’s not an easy task, but it gets easier. I’d
guess it’s kind of like kicking an addiction. Those first few days
are just awful. Watching that stuff heading off to the dump, or
Goodwill... all that ‘stuff’ you worked so hard to get... and
seldom if ever gave you any feeling of fulfillment.

As the days pass, and your burden gets lighter,
you get better at it. You get stronger. You start to see clearer
and your lips, usually compressed into a thin line; as you
contemplate all the work you’ve to get done today; start to curl
into a smile, as you find you now have the time to stop and watch
that Osprey bring her fledglings their breakfast.

Heck, I’ll bet you didn’t even know that nest
was there ‘before’. Go ahead. Stop and watch. Don’t feel guilty.
That’s the ‘system’ talkin’. Tell it to be quiet and that you’ll be
there when you get there!

Have you ever read Helen and Scott Nearing’s
work? They wrote a book, a long time ago, back in the 30’s or 40’s
I believe titled: “Living the Good Life”.

It was their assertion that, what they called
‘Bread Labor’, should only consume an average of 4 hours a day. The
rest of the time should be spent on art, writing, or some other
personal pursuit that fed the spirit. They thought you could even
pack those hours into fewer days (ie. work 8 hours a day for a
while) to allow you to take a week or a month ‘off’ at a time, for
some personal pursuit.

That is exactly what Heidi and I are working at.
We can’t afford to ‘retire’ and I don’t want to anyway. I like
working... if it’s something that feeds the spirit. But I like
hiking, photography, writing, and my motorcycle more! I want more
time to enjoy LIVING. I believe that a person shouldn’t have to
wait until he’s old and decrepit to LIVE.

If a person sets his life up right... he/she
should be able to LIVE, the way I’m sayin’, and the way the
Nearing’s taught a long time ago, from the time he/she starts
workin’. I calculate it’s a whole lot easier t do it from the get
go, then to try and clear up the mess of doin’ it wrong for so
long; as I’m doin’  ... but ... that’s
life in the west!

Worryin’ about what I did wrong ain’t gonna
shine up tomorrow. Learning from yesterday’s mistakes... now that’s
a whole different thing.

A couple of old ideas that help; I’ve said ‘em
before, but here they are again:

We’re adopting an ‘add one piece – subtract one
piece’ routine. If I buy a new shirt ... I discard one. Add a
cup... lose a cup. The other ‘big’ one is to go through your rig /
house. If you haven’t used ‘something’ in the past six months or a
year... chances are you never will. Do you really need it? Sell it,
give it away, or donate it to the city dump. Take that burden off
YOUR back... unless maybe it’s a fire extinguisher... That’s
something you want to have... but never use!

A word of warning: Don’t trade your existing
burdens for a fanatical, save every possible penny; consume your
spirit worrying about being frugal, NEW burden. Develop a
comfortable, easy, casual, routine, way of going. Then, go out and
LIVE!

RV Boondocking is far more than simple
recreation. It is freedom. It is the beauty of the mountains and of
the desert. It is distilling the materialism of our modern life
down to more simple necessities... with a touch, here and there, of
luxury. It’s more than just camping or an RV road trip. It’s a way
of life, a way of thinking. RV Boondocking is a wonderful lifestyle
that grants us the time to see the value of each precious moment
and each precious friend. It pushes us to consciously slow down and
see what that blur is that we used to go racing past in the rush to
‘live’.

The folks who consider themselves to be RV
Boondockers could be described as falling into three general
groups; Weekenders, Part-timers, and Full-Timers. None of these
groups are superior to the other two, just different. Though it can
sure be argued that Full-Timers are, by far, the most
fortunate!

You’ll often see the same progression, both in
rigs and their way of thinking. They start out with a small rig,
even tents, taking weekend fishing and ‘camping’ trips. As they
age, and the family grows, the rigs improve and often get bigger.
Longer swings, sometimes weeks in duration begin. Finally, the kids
are grown and gone, and the weeks long swings grow into adventures
that take up months.

A fuzzy question begins to form along the way...
getting clearer, along with its answer, after each succeeding trip.
The question just hangs there, in their minds: “Why am I still
banging my head against a wall, pursuing things I don’t want, don’t
value and that have never brought me the fulfillment I’ve been
searching for?”

Finally, an epiphany whacks ‘em up side their
heads. They realize one day, they’re the happiest, in their rig, on
the road. As soon as they return from a circle, their planning
begins for the next one.

Eventually, their trail leads them into
Full-Timing. One of the most frequent comments you’ll hear folks
who have been Full-Timing for a while make is: “We should have done
this a long time ago!”

Look at it. Think about it. Question the motives
you use to keep yourself grinding away on that treadmill. There
just may be a better life for you... RV Boondocking!






~ RV Boondocking ~

 ~ The Only Way to
Go RVing ~

 


*This chapter is a reprint of an article I wrote
for the Ezine Articles website. I thought it would be useful to
reprint it here. I thought it might shed a little more light on the
‘idea’ of RV Boondocking.*

My bet is the majority of folks buy an RV and
then never capitalize on its' capabilities! Every rig sold these
days has the ability to go out into gorgeous country and camp
without hookups of any kind!

You haul the water. You have the batteries for
power, often, even a generator. You have propane for heat and
cooking. The rig contains all the comforts of home, from a shower
to a Queen sized bed; yet most of the time, that hardware is never
utilized to its' full ability.

Instead, you drive it from one city to the next,
and "camp", plugged in, with full hookups, and packed into an RV
Park, awning to slide! Why? How is that enjoyable?

Why park beside the other couple hundred rigs
that have been shoehorned into the park?

Go out into the countryside! Find the true
pleasure your rig will provide if you let it!

You can choose from developed National Forest
Campgrounds, to "dispersed camping" in virtually every National
Forest in the country, as well as BLM sites and Corp. of Engineers
locations!

Not familiar with the terms Dispersed Camping or
RV Boondocking?

Dispersed camping is the term that the National
Forest Service uses to describe the act of camping where a campsite
is not developed. What this means to you is, that where dispersed
camping is permitted, you can camp or park your rig pretty much
anywhere you want to!

RV Boondocking is a bit of RVer slang. It refers
to the lifestyle choice of taking your rig, motorhome, fifth wheel
or pull type trailer, and parking / camping without hookups or dry
camping. RV Boondocking is taking advantage of the built in
capabilities of your RV, to find a joy that RV Park bound RVers can
only dream of!

You still have to obey any local guidelines, but
I am absolutely sure you will find camping alongside a beautiful
mountain meadow is vastly more rewarding than listening to your
neighbors hot water heater come roaring to life at 11p.m.

It takes a little bit of planning. You'll need
to exercise some reasonable common sense. I wouldn't take your
fifth wheel trailer heavy duty four wheeling! But you can pull back
into some fairly remote and beautiful sites.

There is a huge variety of sites on the net
offering you their experience to greatly shorten your learning
curve as you start Goin' RV Boondocking!

Wait until that first time you step out of the
door of your RV at sunrise, parked beside a tumbling river, deep in
the mountains!

The pleasure you will find in RV Boondocking,
will recharge your "batteries" in a way the RV Parks can only dream
of providing!






~ Choosing Your First Rig ~

 


This question is a toughie. It is also maybe the
most asked, and most argued over, and most un-answerable question
in the world of RV Boondocking.

There is not a one-size-fits-all answer. About
all anyone can do, if they’re being honest with you is give you all
the information they can, and then leave the final decision up to
you. In the end, you are the only one who can judge which type of
rig fits your personality, abilities, and way of going.

This chapter is an edit / reprint of the page on
my website which I wrote to dig into the question. I’d like to tell
you what rig I think is the right one for you to buy (I’m not real
shy when it comes to broadcasting my opinions ) ... but to do that
would be to impose my values and perceptions on you; and that
seldom works out very well ... So, I’ll just give you what
information and experience I’ve picked up over the years... and
leave the final decision where it belongs; with the fella or gal
who has to live with the rig! That way, I won’t have to worry about
folks chuckin’ rocks at me too much.

You probably already know it. There are four
main kinds when you start thinking of what Type of RV to buy for RV
Boondocking. Just enough to confuse the issue! Class A, Class C,
Fifth Wheel and Travel Trailer.

There is a fifth, but I don't think much of
Class B "motorhomes". At least not in respect to full-time, or long
term RV Boondocking. Since all they are is a van with some hardware
stuffed in, they offer little room. If what you prefer to do is
really best described as camping they fit fine. But when it's been
raining for three days, you've read every book you have along and
your significant other has no notion of killing time with a little
whoopee! The close confines get old pretty quick!

~~~A small sidebar~~~

Remember one thing when you are talking to
friends and family: If you are hauling a rig with 5 slides, a
refrigerator, 2 air conditioners, a generator, solar power system,
two twenty-five inch televisions, a washer and dryer, an oven,
marble floor, shower, stereo, computer system including satellite
dish, a queen size bed, a couch, dinette, and a patio awning, you
cannot call it camping!

You can call it a road trip, going to the
mountains, RVing, full-timing or Boondocking, but you cannot call
it camping!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

After type, it gets into the "grade" within the
class or type of RV. You can go from maybe $75,000 to $500,000 and
more for a motorhome. Fifth wheels start below $20,000 for the
smallest and most austere and go to over a $100,000 for a custom
rig with every bell and whistle.

Of course, the cost, for a lot of us, is a heavy
factor. You buy what you can afford, not just what you want!

So how are you going to sort out this deal? Most
folks I think don't really think it through. They go to a show or
to a dealer and just buy the type of RV that looks nice sitting
there on the lot.

They make a serious goof in my mind by not
really thinking about how they live and how they figure to use the
rig. The fashion and hype get to them and many wake up only to
realize that oops, this thing don't fit.

How in the heck are we gonna get this gorgeous
diesel pusher up that twisty little road to the place we really
want to camp?

We're also conditioned by the Madison Avenue
wizards to think that bigger is always better. We put that
conditioning to work, frequently, when we choose what type of
RV.

Think about it, when you're at an RV show, which
rigs do you go through first? The simple, shorter, functional rigs,
or the double plated, triple axle, five slide, land yacht, show
boat?

Yep. Me too. Let's face it. I didn't buy Big Red
because that good ol' '98 wasn't doing a good job! I'm not
invulnerable to the seduction of the Madison Ave boys either. And
let's be honest, whether you argue that the dual wheels gives
greater stability or not, it looks muy mallo!

So don't always do what makes sense! Have a
little fun too! Just don't splurge on stuff you don't need, not
without thinking on it at least for a bit. Then, if being a little
goofy fits what you need, go for it!

That way you don't end up regretting something
you didn't expect. If you can live with the limitations imposed by
a little frivolous fun, that's all that counts!

Point is, sit down and really think about what
you want. Put it down on paper. Once you have the outline of what
you want your rig to include sketched out, you can look at the
different types of RVs available out there. You should have a lot
easier time of finding the type of RV that's going to suit your way
of going after doing a little prior preparation and cogitating.

There are several questions I'd ask myself as I
began considering what type of RV we wanted:

1. How do you live? What do you require in your
life? Do you need a lot of people around or a lot of solitude?

2. How do you intend to travel? How far? How
fast?

3. Do you want to use RV Parks or Go RV
Boondocking?

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19161
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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