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General RV Boondocking Camp Tips
Water Management - Handling and Conservation
Fuel Management and Conservation
Overnight Parking and RV Boondocking Etiquette
The foundation of this book comes from pages I have written for my website as well as articles for other publications. I edited that information, and added to it, to produce this publication. I am hopeful you will find it a valuable addition to your RVing Library.
Many years ago, I was glad to have the RVers who started long before me, pass on their RV Boondocking tips or "lessons learned". The pleasure we derive from the tasks and activities of dry camping, have been greatly enhanced when we have listened to the RVing ideas of the voices of experience.
One of the really great things about RVers is their almost universal willingness to share the RV tips they have learned either from their own experiences or through the generosity of other RVers passing on their RVing ideas for dry camping.
It's hard to put RV boondocking into ten tips... But when pressed, here are the top ten tips that jump to my mind. Start with these and see how many you can add!
Tip number one: Relax - Slow Down! You cannot enjoy the world around you when that sucker's racing past at 70 mph! You don't have to rack up miles! Find a nice camp, take your time getting there, and then stay in it for a while! Take the time to listen to the wind in the trees, and breathe air seven people haven't already used!
Tip number two: Scout the road before you turn down it! Don't just turn off the "Blue" road and take off blind down a narrow two wheel track! Finding out 2 miles in that there's nowhere to camp and nowhere to turn your 30' fifth wheel around, becomes kind of an ugly situation late in the afternoon!
Ask a local first or stay in an accessible campground for a night or two while you scout the area in your tow vehicle or toad.
Tip number three: Keep a clean camp. Good "camp hygiene" goes a long way toward avoiding conflicts with the "resident tough guys" (ie. bears, coons and such) before they start. The best boondocking tip I can give on this subject is to adopt a "do not attract trouble in the first place" mentality.
Tip number four: Wildlife safety. Every year, many people are injured or worse because they ignored the warnings to keep your distance from wildlife. Bambi ain't real folks! More people are injured and worse by Elk and Buffalo in Yellowstone than bears! Enjoy them from a distance. If you absolutely need to get closer, do it with binoculars!
Tip number five: Properly conserve and manage your water. Utilize wet wipes for quick cleanups and paper plates to reduce the need for dishwashing. Regularly sanitize your fresh water tank to avoid illness from a contaminated tank. Don't dump your waste water on the ground! Find a dump site! Study up on all the ways you can stretch your water supply!
Tip number six: Exercise proper etiquette. Treat your dry camping neighbors with respect, never run your generator before six or seven in the morning or too late at night (10pm max). The sound of a generator droning on endlessly is a severe agitation for many people trying to find some serenity out in far country.
Tip number seven: When driving your RV, stay aware of its' size and position. Don't forget you can't stop anywhere near as fast as that little Toyota you drive at home. Drive defensively and relaxed. Enjoy the trip, if it takes a little longer; so what? You have that much more time to enjoy it!
Tip number eight: Keep your RV Maintenance up to date. There is nothing worse than getting out on a long anticipated RV Boondocking trip, only to have it marred by a broken belt, or a "too old" tire blowing out. Save yourself a lot of grief and get those necessary things take care of before you leave!
Tip number nine: Take a little heat off yourself. In a way this fits into tip number eight. Have a good emergency road service set up in advance. Then, even if you do run into difficulty out on the RV Boondocking Road, you can at least minimize the stress.
Tip number ten: Remember tip number One!
I suppose the first thing a lot of new RVers wonder about is how do you go about finding campsites for RV Boondocking? Some of us, like George and Tioga at www.vagabonders-supreme.net avoid paying for campsites to an awesome degree! Others, like myself, don't push it to that level of Boondocking skill and discipline!
*Finding a campsite. My wife and I pull into an area where we want to set up a longer term RV Boondocking camp. We'll generally start out dry camping two or sometimes three days/nights in a National Forest Service campground. The rates there are generally very low, usually from $6 to $12 a day or so. Not too bad. Even for dry camping.
Luckily for me, being a Disabled Vet, we receive a 50% reduction in our camping fees. I don't recommend getting your back broke in the Army to save $3 a night, but, since it's there, for me, I use it!
We usually don't set up much of our dry camping equipment in this camp, as we only plan to stay here for a couple days. During those days, as we wander around exploring, back roading and such we keep an eye out for likely "dispersed camping" possibilities.
We are starting to use National Geographic’s "Backroads" GPS software to add to our camp finding capabilities. So far it is helpful, but there is a bit of a learning curve.
*Side Bar*For more information on dispersed camping go to the National Forest Service home page (www.fs.fed.us)and do a search for the particular National Forest you are going to camp in and then search "dispersed camping" on that forests home page! See also (www.blm.gov/nhp/directory/index.htm) for searching for dry camping opportunities with the BLM. (search term is dispersed camping)
When we locate a likely spot we run the Ol' Dodge back to our temporary campsite, hitch up, and haul over to the new site. Now we can set up our full camp, as we will be planning on staying in this area for 10 to 14 days. That usually gives us plenty of time to get to know an area pretty well. For RV Full-Timers staying put for ten days to two weeks makes for a healthy reduction in monthly mileage, saving fuel and dollars!
You don't have to stay in established campgrounds on NFS or BLM land. As long as dispersed camping is permitted in that particular area you only need abide by their local regulations regarding camping in undeveloped sites.
You will find, I am confident, that the pleasure and serenity of developing and utilizing the inherent dry camping capability of your RV will provide you with your favorite memories in the family scrapbook!
*Take your trash to town. Do not leave it, burned in a campfire. Properly dispose of it in an appropriate dumpster. Seek permission of a company or store which you patronized or use a public dumpster. DO NOT impose the cost of your trash on private companies. That reflects poorly on all RVers.
*Don’t just turn off the “Blue” road and take off blind down a narrow two wheel track! Finding out 2 miles in that there is no where to camp and no where to turn your 30 foot Fifth Wheel around becomes kind of an ugly situation late in the afternoon! Ask a local first, or stay in an accessible campground for a night or two while you scout the area in your tow vehicle or toad.
*Orient your RV to maximize cooling or heating depending on your need. Maximize the sun through the windows for heat or make the shade of the awnings most effective for cooling. Orient for cross ventilation of breezes as well.
*Turn the furnace off and cuddle with your loving ‘significant other’ and save propane!
*Check the weather report go where the weather is 70 degrees! Think of all the heating propane and air conditioning electricity you’ll save! Well, what did you expect? You already knew I was a smart aleck ... didn’t you?
*Before taking an RV Boondocking trip, cook and freeze all your meat, with the broth, in zip lock bags. You will reduce your cooking and clean up in camp. This can be done at home if you are not Full-Time or when you are ‘hooked up’ in between Boondock camps.
*When the weather is chilly, park your rig parallel to the sun to gather maximum energy. When it warms up face it away from the sun and shade the rig with your awning(s)
*One of the best RV Boondocking Tips I can pass on is: Slow Down, Enjoy the trip, and have fun!
*For the absolute best list of RVer journals and blogs on the net, go to Hitchitch.com and you’ll find another source of the best RV Boondocking Tips and information out there... all told to you by the folks who are out there doing it!
*We now use a computer Air Card for our internet connection. The service areas area rapidly expanding and the system is thousands of dollars cheaper than the satellite systems... and some argue, faster!
We had planned on using a satellite system, but are in a ‘holding pattern’ to see just how well the air card is going to do the job.(ed. update 7/2010; We have permanently gone with a Verizon air care. The service has been as good as we could hope for.)
*Acquire a pair of FRS ‘walkie talkie’ type radios to use for ground guiding the rig into your campsites.
*Make sure you have a ‘National Rate’ on your cell phones, with no roaming or long distance charges. Otherwise those charges will eat you alive.
*If you are going to be in an area without cell service or other means of communication, and you feel it necessary for family/friends to be able to reach you in an emergency, there is a way. Drive in to where you do have service and give them a call. Give them your exact camp location and the phone number for local law enforcement. Then, if there is some emergency need, they can call the local police or sheriff to notify you. Slower, but it still works.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/19162 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!