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Chapter 1: The West Coast Comes Calling
“Mom! The Smith’s are outside with their new baby!” Nick yelled, as his mother and father hurried into the room to take a look. The Smith’s lived next door to the Kincade family, and they had only been home from the hospital a couple of days. This was the first time they’d had the baby outside.
“Let’s go see her!” said Nick’s mom.
The proud parents were sitting in comfortable lawn chairs under a big shade tree with Little Katrina in her new rocking cradle.
Knobby, Nick’s dog, ran to Katrina’s cradle and gave her a big lick.
“No! Knobby!” said an embarrassed Nick.
“It’s okay,” responded Mrs. Smith. “We like dogs. We plan to get one for Katrina when she’s a little older.”
Knobby made himself at home, lying as close to the cradle as he could without crawling in. Everyone sat, oohing and aahing over the new baby girl.
Katrina began to cry. Knobby, without moving an inch slipped his tail into the handle of the cradle and began rocking her. The baby stopped crying to everyone’s amazement, and they all laughed.
“What a smart dog you are,” said Mrs. Smith, scratching Knobby’s ears. “You’re welcome here anytime.”
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