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Life Is Too Short -- Wear High-Heels

"Life is
too short. Wear high-heels," said Bobby Sue Baker of Johnson City,
Tennessee said. She should know. She owns seven shoe stores in east
Tennessee and each store has a sign out front with that same
slogan. She doesn't take credit for coming up with it. "I was a
little girl, trying to reach up to the cupboard of my mother's
kitchen. A box of soda crackers was on the tiptop shelf. So I went
into my mother's bedroom and put on a pair of her
high-heels."

"The
strangest thing happened. When I put those high-heels on I felt
grown up and I heard a voice inside me say, "Life is too short.
Wear high-heels. It just jumped out of me. I think that voice come
from Heaven."

"From
that day onward, I wore high-heels. I wore them everywhere. I went
to church in high-heels. I went to school wearing high-heels. I
believed that wearing high-heels gave me something. I don't know
exactly what. I was already taller than most of the boys I knew. I
know I didn't like to be seen without high-heels on. Everything
seemed out of reach. With high-heels on, I could do anything I
wanted."

"I was a
deeply spiritual girl growing up and so when I discovered
high-heels I understood how mysterious life was. How one moment you
could be short and the next tall as a giant. I felt like Alice in
Wonderland, getting taller."


"High-heels gave me confidence. It was as though I could gaze
down and see little people at my feet. I was that tall. It seemed
the moment I put high-heels on I was at least as tall as a
building. Maybe taller. So I tried not to step on anyone. It wasn't
good to squash people. That wasn't Christian. And it seemed each
stride I took in high-heels took me places. I could walk a mile in
just a few steps. My legs were longer. When I sat down I looked at
them. They seemed long as block long. My toes barely visible. Like
little moons."
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