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The Church Bells That Talked

In Abingdon, Virginia, church bells have been
heard talking. Saying the names of farmers and their families. The
church bells have been offering advice on subjects ranging from
marriage to education. The citizens of Abingdon are not in the
least surprised that the church bells know them and offer sound
advice.

"Usually a church bell is a bell is rung to
signify the hour or the time for worshippers to go to church,
perhaps to attend a wedding," said Reverend Paul of the First
Baptist Church. "So we don't think much of it, if the church bells
want to offer us some good pointers how we can improve our
lives."

Church bells typically have the form of a
cup-shaped cast metal resonator with a flared thickened rim, and a
pivoted metal striker or clapper hanging from its center inside.
The church is usually mounted high in a bell tower on top of the
church, so it can be heard by the surrounding community. The bell
is suspended at its apex from a horizontal axle, so it can swing
from side to side. A rope is tied to a pulley or lever on the axle,
and hangs down to ground level.
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