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Introduction
Getting links to your website is important as you probably know. Not only does it bring traffic to your site directly, a good backlink strategy will enable you to rank well in the major search engines. This will allow you to accumulate organic, targeted and ready to buy traffic, which in turn become customers. A "backlink" is when another site links to yours.
In this book we will dive into link building for small businesses and white hat sites. Real, legit, online businesses will grow and succeed faster by applying the tips in this book, I can guarantee it.
First we'll take a look at some key concepts that will help you understand the rest of the book. Then I'll go over some common pitfalls to make sure your mind is in the right state to understand the next part, the methods. In the methods section I will briefly go over many ways to build links naturally and ethically for your small business.
Some Important Concepts:
There are a number of ideas repeated throughout this text that you will notice I focus on. Some of those principles and ideologies are listed below. This will also help you gain a better understanding of all the actual methods I go into, as opposed to just blindly doing what I say without actually knowing why. The basics of SEO typically remain the same, while the nuances change on a weekly basis.
Be Natural
A re-occurring theme in this book is being natural. What I mean by being natural is having a natural link profile, a site that looks like the links pointing to it are because it's a high value site, and the links occurred naturally from other people on the web, to share that value. A link profile is the overall big picture of every single link that is pointing to your site - ideally you'll want to have links coming from several different sources, which looks natural.
Having a natural link profile is an art form and I will teach you how to do it. The last thing you want to do is be the opposite of natural, clearly manipulative. Being obviously manipulative and dropping easy links as fast and furious as you can is a method used successfully only in the past, and it's a short lived glory when the method does work. This book is about building a quality web presence, one that will attract links naturally - even if you are furiously nudging it along.
Anchor Text
Anchor text is the actual text used to link to your website. Most of you know what an anchor text is, and the importance of it. In the example <a href="www.xyzwidgets.com">Blue Widgets</a>, "Blue Widgets" is the anchor text. The more instances you have of your anchor text linking to your site throughout the web from quality sites, the more chance you have for ranking of that term - in general.
It's not always that easy, however, because there are plenty of variables that need to be considered. The first and most obvious thing to consider here is that the quality of the pages you are getting your anchor text from is very important. If you comment spam a bunch of low value pages, the low value will be passed on to you. Even if you rank temporarily, this method will almost certainly get your site penalized in the future. This concept can be compared to the old saying "you are who your friends are". In SEO, your friends are your link partners, both who you are linking to, and those who are linking to you.
Varying Anchor Text: Varying your anchor text is of an utmost importance. You don't want the same "Blue Widgets" anchor text for every single link pointing to your site, because it simply doesn't look natural. You will look like an amateur SEO trying to manipulate the engines and likely will not rank anywhere as close to as you had envisioned. There are many rookies in the SEO game that get burned by this method and learn the hard way.
The solution to this problem is by varying your anchor text. What this entails is using several different relevant anchor texts when collecting your links around the web. "Cool Blue Widgets" "Best Blue Widgets", "Kyle's Site", and "http://www.xyzwidgets.com"> are all varying anchor text staying with our example, and clearly would show a more natural linking profile then if each link pointing to us said "Blue Widgets".
Is the link worth it?
Is the link you are trying to get worth it? Does it pass juice and traffic? Those are the two things you need to consider, but even a no-follow link that you are receiving can still be very valuable. That's because a link profile that has nothing but "Do-follow" links will look highly un-natural and therefore raise red flags.
Topical Relevancy
Authority
LSI
Common Pitfalls
These are some of the mistakes rookie webmasters make when trying to effectively build links to their website. Avoid them at all costs.
- Linking to bad neighbourhoods
Why it's bad: Your overall link profile will be negatively effected because you are linking to sites the search engines already know have no value. Therefore, you are lowering your own value.
- Trying to get links from bad neighbourhoods
Why it's bad: The same concept applies from above. If you are getting the majority of your links from bad neighbourhoods and sites with no value, what does that say about your site? You are who your friends are, and online your friends are whoever links to you.
- Linking to too many sites on one page
Why it's bad: You can make your site look like a link farm and automatically devalue your ranking power.
- Getting backlinks from pages with over 40 links on them
Why it's bad: Getting a link from a page with over 40 outgoing links to other website is rarely a good idea because chances are it's a waste of time. The exception would be an authority site that is old school and linking out to tons of pages.
- Submitting to hundreds or even thousands low ranking useless web directories.
Why it's bad: Not only is this an utter waste of time on so many levels, you may end up even getting your site penalized for such an amateur move these days.
- Comment Spam with generic msgs, on off-topic blogs, or just too much commenting.
Why it's bad: All the black hats and spammers do this all day, the type of people who churn and burn sites like you do diapers for your baby. Is your site/business that replaceable?
- Putting your link in easy to get, spam-filled pages just because there is no moderation system in place.
Why it's bad: It puts your site in a bad neighbourhood (see the first pitfall)
- Doing the above for a .edu or .gov site and thinking it's OK because it's an .edu afterall.
Why it's bad: It still doesn't matter if it's a .edu page, there is a 99.9% chance the page is flagged as a spammer's dump by search engines if that's what it actually is.
Link Building Methods
1. Create A Free Widget/Plugin
One of the most innovative and best ways to create a huge number of one-way links to your website is by creating a free widget or plug-in that can be embedded on other's sites. Obviously it has to be related to your site's topic, and it also must be of high quality. That's the only way other webmasters of high profile sites are going to use it.
What are some examples off the top of my head that feature this link building concept?
- For weight loss sites, a sliding scale widget that people can put on their sites/forum sigs that shows how far they've come in their weight loss.
- An embeddable calculator for poker odds that any poker blogger would find useful for their readers.
In both examples, the widget will itself link back to your site, or you'll require a credit link for anyone that is using it. If someone is using it and removed the link, get on them to put it back up. Every link counts.
Examples:
Thunderbird plugins, SalesForce/vTiger/SugarCRM plugins, Feedburner add-ons, Del.icio.us. Add-ons and creating API-related widgets/tools?.
2. Guest Blogging
Guest blogging on prominent and intermediate sites in your niche is an amazing way to gain a valuable, natural backlink. Almost any high profile blog will accept free content and link back to you, as long as it's up to their editorial standards, which varies greatly from site to site.
Here is something you can type into the search engine right now to see some bloggers who are already actively looking for guest posts.
(your niche) “guest blogger", "guest post", "submit article", etc. Change up the " " and create your own to find untapped resources.
Otherwise, find the contact info of a blog or site you want to submit your guest post to, and simply e-mail them persistently until you get the link. Some will be easy, some will not. Depending on your persistence and drive, your success can be moderate or huge with this method.
3. Resource Lists
This is one of the most underutilized strategies to build links out there. No matter what your site's topic is, I'm pretty sure you can think of at least 5 different sub niche resource lists you can come up with. These lists will be valuable to your users, as well as the users of other webmasters in your niche. Naturally, they will link to your resource list if it's high quality (don't forget a friendly e-mail to all the bloggers/webmasters in your niche with a link to the resource)
Does it matter what the lists are about? There are certain things that do well universally (girls, life advice, self help, design tips), but generally speaking you are going to want to remain niche or topic specific. At the very least it should be something that related topics to yours would find useful to link to.
4. Template Development
Template development is a way to build a large amount of links, some of which may prove very valuable to your site. This should not be used as a primary method of getting links to a new website. This is a method I would only use on a site that has been around for a while and already has many links pointing in to it.
The reason behind this is because if you have a "designed by" link in the footer of a Wordpress theme, for example, then you will likely get a ton of off topic anchor text links directed to your site quickly - which could trigger a penalty in Google and Yahoo.
What kind of templates can you make?
- Wordpress Templates
- Joomla Templates
- Other CMS Templates
- Free Affiliate Templates for other webmasters
- Go even more niche. There are dozens and dozens of CMS's you can apply this too.
How do you get the actual link?
There are two ways you can get links here. The first is by distributing your theme/template to a number of template hubs which already have a large user base. The hubs will then link to you, the author.
The second way to get links from templates is to embed your link in the footer of template itself, so anybody who uses it will also be linking to you. Many people will remove the link, and some will not.
5. Firefox Plugin
Developing a firefox plugin can be a way to get some really authoritative links. First of all, you may get a link from the firefox website itself. Also, you will be featured on many different bloggers websites who are sharing your plugin with their readers (who may also be webmasters).
It may sound like a daunting task to make a firefox plugin but it's easier than it sounds. It is still probably best if you just be creative with the idea and then outsource the actual development of the plugin to other people. A couple of solid sites that you could use for exactly this task are rentacoder.com and getafreelancer.com.
6. Iphone App
This is really a nice gem. The best part about having an Iphone App developed is that when you submit and get approved, you get a linkback to your site from the Apple Store - a strong link no matter how you want to frame it.
An Iphone app can be made by using any of the niche Iphone freelancer websites, or by using a general outsourcing website like getafreelancer.com. Either way you can get something done for under a couple hundred dollars, and depending on the complexity, much much less. A fine price to pay for the link or links the app generates.
7. Competitions
Holding competitions for your website is a great way to garner interest in your website, get one way backlinks, and create a more loyal base. Overall, it's a solid strategy to pepper on your online marketing plan.
What you do is hold a competition and include one of the requirements a link back to your site. It doesn't have to be to the actual contest post, in fact you might want to give the contestants a list of html choices they can easily copy and paste for variation.
What kind of competitions can you hold? An interesting one of late for example, is when a blogging 'guru' in the blogger industry had a competition to see who could giveaway the most free copies of his newbie affiliate marketing guide. It created a ton of buzz, backlinks and even e-mails for the guru in question. He got the e-mail of every person that downloaded the e-book. The prizes were nice, including money and ipads.
8. Awards
Creating an annual awards in your industry, showcasing talents and achievements, is an excellent way to get a large influx of related topical links. There are a number of different approaches you can take to this method. For instance, you can rate the most beautifully designed sites in your niche, best value, best community, etc, etc and before you know it you have enough categories for a solid awards.
The SEOmoz 2.0 Awards are an amazing example of how to do a niche specific awards site and really make it stick. This is a concept that you may want to hold off on until you have a somewhat authoritative site. It can work without one, but sometimes people may get the idea "who are these guys?". Don't let that limiting thought hold you back though, as long as your hard work is put into the awards, you will reap the benefits in links.
9. Republishing Content in Other Languages
The concept of translating your content can be helpful in a number of different ways. Firstly, if you are in a niche where you are selling either globally or locally to a multi-language culture, then your sales will be directly affected by having full and proper translations on your website.
If you are going to get your work translated on a quality site, I would suggest paying a professional company to do it instead of free tools like babelfish. If you speak more than one language yourself and have time to do it, that is another thing to consider. The typical translation company does charge a large amount though, so it's often a risk/reward situation for web entrepreneurs.
10. Free Wallpapers, Icons And Backgrounds (Niche Specific)
If you have any design skills, or if you have a designer on staff, then this is a method to consider. Often designers offer icon sets or backgrounds to large design sites and designer blogs that will in turn offer it to their readers and give a link back to the author.
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