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Introduction
According to Webster’s dictionary, romance means a romantic spirit, sentiment, emotion, or desire. Romantic thoughts bring fanciful, passionate, extravagant and imaginative ideas. Romance is about your heart and your heart needs rejuvenation periodically. A quote from one of a loving couple, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Zelda Fitzgerald, she says:
Nobody has ever measured, even poets, how much a heart can hold.
Robert Frost gives his definition of love with his quote: Love is the desire to be irresistibly desired.
A Chinese fortune says: Vacations are not about ‘getting away’ – but about getting in ‘touch.’
20 Romantic Couples Getaways, Lovers’ Dream Vacations is a collection of the imaginative, extravagant and fanciful accommodations to enjoy on special occasions such as Valentine’s Day, anniversary, birthday, vacation or any need for rejuvenation and relaxation. Locations will take you to Canada, America, Europe, Mexico, Hawaii, The Bahamas and the Caribbean. Who knows these romantic getaways could be in your backdoor without your knowing it. Properties included have been featured in movies and TV series and hotels by the sea and lake. Some locations are considered to be romantic cities with historical buildings anew with life or a brand new hotel. Seasonal locations include a winter storm watching resort as well as a summer only hotel, open from June to late September. Six have received distinguished travel awards. One hotel is a five-star hotel in operation for over 100 years. Each is unique and romantic in its own way, and all are in alphabetical order.
Albergo Milano Varenna – Lake Como

A secret spot in this Italian Lake district is the romantic village of Varenna where Albergo Milano is located. Albergo Milano is in the center of Lake Como offering visitors panoramic views and memorable experiences of its culture and beauty. Lovers can enjoy a romantic getaway from the hustle and bustle of the outside world in this quaint village.
All guest rooms have a marvelous view of Lake Como with a balcony or terrace and are charmingly appointed.
A special package, Luna di Miele designed for honeymooners, includes a three-night stay with a bottle of sparkling wine and a breakfast in bed. A picnic hamper with a made-to-order outdoor lunch for a romantic picnic, a visit to the botanical gardens, and entrance to Villa Monastero is all included. In addition, a special candle light dinner at Albergo Milano’s Restorante La Vista & Terrace is included. You will enjoy vistas of Lago di Como, and for your dining pleasure light Mediterranean and traditional Italian cuisine are served.
Complimentary Services
Included is a complimentary breakfast buffet and VAT.
Local Attractions and Activities
Castle Vezio, medieval fortress dating back to World War I, is surrounded by an olive grove and visitors can visit its tower and vaults. Hotel Villa Cipressi, a complex of gardens and buildings, restored to its origination between 1400 and 1800, is rich in the history of Varenna. Saint Giorgio’s Parish Church, restored in 1957, is always open and contains a basilica with nave and two aisles. Its façade has a fresco of Saint Christopher. The charm of the gardens of Villa Monastero, include paths and terraces that meander along Lake Como, and you can visit the villa rooms, now a museum.
Address
Albergo Milano Varenna – Lake Como
Via XX Settembre, 35
23829 Varenna (LC) Italy
Phone
011 (+39) 0341 830061 (from U.S.A.)
011 (+39) 0341 830298
Website
http://www.varenna.net/index.htm
Auberge Saint-Antoine

The leading luxury Auberge Saint-Antoine is located in the heart of the romantic and historical Quebec City, Canada. The Auberge faces the St. Lawrence River, just steps away from the birthplace of the French civilization in North America, Place Royale.
The Auberge Saint-Antoine is an inte-gration of three buildings. Two dating back to the 18th and 19th centuries, and the third is the 17th century wharf and battery structure. The archaeological dig conducted on the Auberge Saint-Antoine premises outlines the history of Quebec City. Some of the artifacts from the dig, date back to the 16th century, and are on display in the suites. The Auberge Saint-Antoine and the Panache Restaurant have won distinguished awards, such as Travel + Leisure magazine’s 2009 “Top 500 Best Hotels in the World,” and Conde Nast Traveler, seven-year consecutive award of “One of the Best Places to Stay,” plus others. It is featured on the Conde Nast Traveler 2010 Gold List. The Panache Restaurant has garnered a five-star rating by Voir restaurant guide and “Best of Excellence” by Vines magazine, and “Best of Award of Excellence” by Wine Spectator magazine for years 2006-2007-2008 and “Chef of the Year” awards, plus others.
Auberge Saint-Antoine includes 95 rooms and suites with river, city or inner court views. Six of the historically themed suites include the 18th century James Hunt house with queen-size beds, a kitchenette corner, a separate living area, coffee maker and mini bar. Suites have a queen or king-size bed, living area with a sofa bed, heated bathroom floors, plush bath robes, Bose sound system, and some suites have a terrace with a river view. All rooms/suites have luxury bed linens with goose down duvet covers and pillows. Air conditioning and windows that can be opened are featured in all accommodations.
The original 31 rooms are all individually designed with unique names. Decor includes contemporary, as well as traditional, blending divergent styles. With the addition of the 64 rooms, the designers used 10 different shades of color pulling from the Quebec landscape and using contemporary furnishings. Pictures of the 19th century Vieux-Port add a touch of history to each room. Decor design was accomplished by Decors Price Amyot Price, Martha Bate Price, Monique Amyot and Lucy Price.

Complimentary Services
Complimentary high speed Internet access and Wi-Fi is included.
Local Attractions and Activities
Vieux-Port de Quebec is where the Saint Charles flows into the Saint Lawrence and in this area are antique shops, fine restaurants and art galleries. Musee du Fort, a museum, houses the military and civil history of Quebec City. Marche du Vieux-Port, a public market for farmers to sell their produce, is located near Gare du Palais. The Naval Museum of Quebec includes history of the submarines, both the enemies and veterans stories. Several restaurants to try include, Cafe du Monde Restaurant, a Parisian-style bistro; Initiale Le Restaurant, fine French cuisine; and L’Echaude; a local’s favorite, with specialties such as duck legs and steak tartar.

All photos courtesy of Auberge Saint-Antoine
Address
Auberge Saint-Antoine
8, Saint-Antoine Street
Quebec (QC) Canada
Phone
(888) 692-2211
(418) 692-2211
Website
Avia Savannah

Avia Savannah, a sophisticated luxury hotel, is in the heart of Savannah’s historic district and near Ellis Square, City Market and Savannah’s riverfront. It is a great host for a Southern style romantic getaway with its pampering and relaxing atmosphere. Avia Savannah is named on the 2009 Hot List of the 140 Top New Hotels by Conde Nast Traveler.

Guest room furnishings are modern with bright splashes of color and equipped with conveniences such as iPod docks, plasma TVs and rain shower baths.
The Avia Kitchen & Wine Bar restaurant is an open kitchen for breakfast with chefs performing their made-to-order magic. At dinner, couples can enjoy their favorite dining indulgences with a table for two and an assortment of small plate specialties, such as chicken Caesar salad, Savannah shrimp scampi and large sea scallops sauteed with roasted garlic Beurre Blanc.
Complimentary Services
An Avia guest tradition is the complimentary tasting every evening in the Avia Kitchen & Lounge. Avia serves a roasted organic coffee blend, an Avia exclusive. Locals from the city give guests the scoop on a Savannah itinerary must-dos and must-sees.
Local Attractions and Activities
Nearby is Paula Deen’s restaurant, The Lady & Sons, just 50 steps away from Avia. Guests can experience a romantic evening with a horse drawn carriage ride, just one block away. River Street is just a block away for shopping and dining. Within 35 miles is Hilton Head Beach, and Tybee Island, just 15 miles.

All photos courtesy of Avia Savannah
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