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Foreword:
The theory that the ancient Phoenicians, in avoiding annihilation, travelled across the Atlantic ocean around 700BC and landed in Central America. Thus effecting a massive social and religious shift in the Mayan culture of that time.
This book uncovers the multitude of links between the two cultures, exposes the destruction of the cult of Moloch and the Phoenicians as well as the formation of the cult of Chaahk Mool in the Mayan home lands.
Written in an easy to comprehend format that will appeal to history professors and house husbands alike. An academic work written in a non-academic tone. Presenting facts in a way the reader doesn’t need a degree in anthropology to understand.
This book explores the modern cultural and political ramifications of this cross culture theory, the possibly disastrous effects of this theory on our modern world.
Leaving no stone unturned from modern DNA science to ancient Historical inscriptions, This books gets down to the real meat of the matter and opens a new and forgotten chapter in our worlds vast history. A chapter that is sure to bring controversy and also a harmonious understanding of what history really means.
Exploring connection between the Phoenicians and the Mayans.
In order to explore this theory we must first look at the facts about these two previously unconnected cultures, so first lets start with religion.
Chaahk Mool, Mayan deity
rain god,
lightning,
human sacrifice,
Starting point of civilisation 3113 BC,
Formation of written language and sudden shift of religious focus 700 BC
400 BC Famous Mayan Calendar developed,
Deity known as the “red one",
Red meaning fire,
Myth of the removed hearts of sacrificed bursting into flames and burning while still alive.
Rise of Chaahk Mool came around the time the Phoenicians travelled away to escape death.
Moloch, Phoenician Deity
(No accurate image available anywhere in the world, All images of Moloch have been destroyed and the ones that remain are intentionally in accurate, thus I have included an image of the Minotaur as it is perhaps the closest least bastardized image we have today)
Fire god,
Human sacrifice,
Starting point of civilisation 2750 BC,
Religion developed 1200 BC
701 BC king runs to exile,
Myth of king being locked up and punished for his crimes never proved and cross claimed by different kingdoms,
Same time Phoenicians have developed long distance sailing boats
Humans are sacrificed by being burned alive.
Last king who ran away was a diehard supporter of the moloch religion.
Now the basis for the theory.
A possible series of events, the Phoenicians king running for exile, finds his usual trade partners unwilling to aid in his safety. Gathering his best ships and closet family and priest and soldiers he sets out into the Atlantic, looking at prevailing currents he is 47% more likely to run to ground in central or south America or the Carrabin islands then further north or south in the Americas.
Meanwhile the Canaanite haters needed to finish this Phoenician once and for all and that meant killing the king of the Phoenicians, unable to find him they did what all great powers do, they invented his death, So king Pygmalion of Tyre was killed, or so the story went, however some one forgot to organise this story with the other Empires and perhaps for reasons of perceived glory more than one Empire killed him... now that kind of ruins the whole authenticity of the “killing the king” story. Anyway three different Empires claimed to have single handedly “punished” the Phoenician king. Writing it down in the very language that the Phoenicians themselves had invented and taught to the majority of the world at that time.
But still the Phoenicians didn’t go away, while their king and court had high taled it across the seas the Phoenicians started another kingdom, not very well run and eventually being stomped out by Cyrus the great in 539 BC.
But back to 650 BC.
Meanwhile back east the prevailing power is changing the myth of Moloch by recreating the deity as the minatory, a beast that in myth is defeated by Hercules, thus rendering the pagan faith of Moloch obsolete. Further myth bashing is done to secure the public idea that the minotaur is only a deranged beast that eats children and its area of control is but a small labyrinth, much less powerful than its original form as an all seeing all powerful demon that rules all of earth and provides great material wealth to the people who give sacrifice to it.
Later further bastardized as the Catholic Satan himself, and new myths sprung up to corrupt and add falter to the already deformed myths of the deity.
Across the sea, Mayans are settling down, having formed their civilisation nearly 500 years before the Phoenicians , they have tribal religions and tribal government, for almost 2000 years they live in harmony with the earth, yet within organised cities, an amazing achievement for any people. However around 700 BC they are suddenly inspired to create a new set of gods and with them the first examples of the Mayan language in written form appear. When this written language at its earliest incantation is compared to the latest form of Phoenician writing the similarities are startling, not just in style but also in the organisation of words and basic sentence structure as well as the class-forming of words where some words are only spoken/written by some people and not of others based on hierarchy and religious rank. Along with these advancements and because of them we now can read the words of the Mayan from this time period and find numerous references to golden ships from the east appearing and lending military aid to some early Mayan conflicts with outer tribe states. The sudden shift in religion for the Mayans was odd in itself as it happened after thousands of years of relative harmony and balance in the old tribal religions, suddenly shifting to a religion that was a “power elite” construct, a religion that gave the kings of the Maya indefinite power, a religion that was not even aloud to be taught to lower classed citizens. And most importantly a religion that suddenly involved human sacrifice. The Mayan named this god Chaahk Mool, now if we compare this name to the earlier forms of the Phoenician god/devil Moloch we find it was pronounced Chack-molock, some of the earliest know writings of the Phoenicians relate to a god named Chack-Molock. Another way to look at the similarities of names between these two deities is the reversal of the word Chaahk Mool, easy it is to become Moloch upon the tongue, however historians don’t spend time playing records backwards (unless during their first year at grad school while smoking weed) and so the simple name reversal should not be of interest to a “scientific” mind. However... in 700bc word play was very popular, in fact it often meant the difference between life and death. If one needed to speak a deities name backwards to avoid being killed by the rival deities followers then so be it, names took on new meanings as the written language progressed in north Africa and the middle east. In what is today’s Lebanon. The culture still used backward names to convey special meaning (good or bad). However all that aside, if we look at the word “Chaahk Mool” and the first name for moloch “Chack Molock” we can clearly see a similarity between the two names both in sound and syllable usage.
After the name we can look at the practice of the faith involved with the two deities.
Moloch was a fire deity, he was mentioned as being dark red from the heat of his fire, and from the blood of the sacrificed.
While Chaahk Mool was known as the “red” one, in Mayan mythology and social colour theory red is equated with fire and blood (as it is even today in most cultures) Chaahk Mool statues were always painted bright red to symbolise this meaning.
Moloch statues were originally also painted bright red to symbolise the fire and blood. Moloch statues of worship often portrayed Moloch as seated with his hands holding a brass bowl (or gold bowl depending on the wealth of the city hosting the statue) into this bowl were placed the human sacrifices, and within the bowl they were burned, apparently very large bowls were used.
A Chaahk Mool statue would be in a seated position, reclined back, knees up. Holding in his hands a bowl, painted gold, into the bowl were placed the eviscerated hearts of humans who were sacrificed, many Mayan writings tell of these hearts bursting into flames while in the bowl, a iconic tradition even in today’s Mexico where the burning heart is a common image however now connected to Catholic faith.
Moloch sacrifices provide power to the king, and good seasons and weather for the people of the kingdom, especially on the sea (super important for trading sea fairing people) this is the gift granted by Moloch in exchange for the sacrifice.
Chaahk Mool sacrifice provides power to the king, and the power of the king to control rain, lightning and most other related weather conditions including power over the sea storms (super important for sea side hurricane prone people), this is the gift granted by Chaahk Mool in exchange for the sacrifice.
Moloch sacrifices were conducted by the priests of the faith and no one else.
Chaahk Mool sacrifices were conducted by the priests of the faith and no one else.
priests of Moloch became such only after having served as a soldier and successfully killed many opponents in battle, proving utter allegiance to the king.
Priests of Chaahk Mool became such after having served as a soldier and then surviving a watery pit of death, ( a VERY deep pit filled with water, the soldier would wear all his accumulated gold then jump in the pit, if he had the wisdom to remove his gold he would survive and become a priest, if not he would sink and die, once relieved of his gold he would be a very sure servant of the king) thus proving utter allegiance to the king.
Styles change
Along with politics and religion and social structure changing so did the fashion of the day, and yet again this change happens after 700 BC in the Mayan home land.
First think if you were an exiled king, having crossed some seemingly endless body of water, finding a new land where people liked you.
When you transferred the religion of your people to these nice folks would you maybe be a little bit tempted to portray your diety as a bit more similar to yourself? Or would the new nice people themselves see this new godhead as being from you and your people and make his image perhaps closer to your own image?
Here is a photo of what a Phoenician would have dressed like in 700 BC
Now here is a close up of Chaahk Mool’s head
But it wasn’t just the Mayan deity that had a fashion change, it was also the Mayans themselves.
Jewllery
Phoenician traditional jewellery 700 BC
Mayan
and
Clothing
Phoenician traditional clothing 700 BC
Mayan Traditional clothing 650 BC
Looking at clothing and jewellery is a good way to understand the culture its worn by. The fact that Mayan fashions changed so drastically around 650 BC could be explained in many ways, but that this change is so amazingly similar to the 700 BC Phoenician fashions is harder to explain unless the two cultures had made contact.
Time lines
Starting with the Mayans
B.C.
11,000
The first hunter-gatherers settle in the Maya highlands and lowlands, arriving from the south.
3113
The creation of the world takes place, according to the Maya Long Count calendar. This is not when the calendar was created, The calendar was created many hundreds of years later and is thus referred to as “dream” time. This is probably the earliest time of civilization for the Mayans, however the Mayan people had oral traditional stories of “the old cities” that supposedly pre-date 3113 and possibly were built further south in what is now Peru. With these folk tales the story seems to suggest that the earlier civilizations fell apart dew to over-use of the environment, neglect of “eco” cohabitation with the earth. And these tales play an important role in the forming of the very eco-friendly civilization. That would remain such until 700 BC
2000
The rise of the Olmec civilization, from which many aspects of Maya culture are derived. Village farming becomes established throughout Maya regions.
700
Writing is developed in Mesoamerica, drastic changes in political structure such as the Maya adopting the idea of a hierarchical society ruled by nobles and kings, also there are huge shifts in clothing design, religion and social structure.
400
The earliest known solar calendars carved in stone are in use among the Maya, although the solar calendar may have been known and used by the Maya before this date.
100
The city of Teotihuacan is founded and for centuries is the cultural, religious and trading centre of Mesoamerica.
50
The Maya city of Cerros is built, with a complex of temples and ball courts. It is abandoned a hundred years later because of over-use and abuse of the surrounding natural enviorment, having forgotten the old lessons of the importance of eco-friendly living because of the many social and religious changes and its people return to fishing and farming.
A.D.
100
The decline of the Olmecs.
400
The Maya highlands fall under the domination of Teotihuacan, and the disintegration of Maya culture and language begins in some parts of the highlands.
500
The Maya city of Tikal becomes the first great Maya city, as citizens from Teotihuacan make their way to Tikal, introducing new ideas involving weaponry, captives, ritual practices and human sacrifice.
600
An unknown event destroys the civilization at Teotihuacan, along with the empire it supported. Tikal becomes the largest city-state in Mesoamerica , with as many as 500,000 inhabitants within the city and its hinterland.
683
The Emperor Pacal dies at the age of 80 and is buried in the Temple of the Inscriptions at Palenque.
751
Long-standing Maya alliances begin to break down. Trade between Maya city-states declines, and inter-state conflict increases.
869
Construction ceases in Tikal, marking the beginning of the city’s decline.
899
Tikal is abandoned.
900
The Classic Period of Maya history ends, with the collapse of the southern lowland cities. Maya cities in the northern Yucatán continue to thrive.
Now for the Phoenicians
7000 B.C. the estimated start of Phoenician civilisation. One-room huts with crushed limestone floors and stone idol of their God Chack Molock.
The next 30,000 years the Phoenicians enjoy a ever growing and ever more economically satisfying empire, being forceably removed from their home land they take to the seas and soon develop one of the worlds largest trading empires. This should be noted because every time the Phoenicians are in trouble they take to the seas.
700-650 BC The power-raising Assyrians invaded Phoenicia in 875 BC and deprived the Phoenicians of their independence. Byblos, Tyre and Sidon rebelled several times and the Assyrians brought total destruction to the cities in response. The surviving Phoenicians once again take to the seas and reform their empire under a new (less volatile and less religious) king. This is the time that the former king and his court disappear across the sea.
585-538 BC The Babylonians became the new power and occupied Phoenicia. Phoenician cities rebelled and Tyre was destroyed, again
538 BC-333 AD The Persians occupied the region including Phoenicia. The Phoenician navy supported Persia during the Greco-Persian war (490-449 BC). Phoenicians revolted when overburdened with heavy tributes imposed by the Persians in the forth century BC.
333 - 64 BC The Greeks defeated the Persian troops when Alexander the Great attacked Asia Minor in 333 BC. The Phoenician cities made no attempt to resist and acknowledged Alexander’s suzerainty. However, when he tried to offer a sacrifice to Melkurt, Tyre’s god, the city resisted and he besieged it.
More on the Phoenicians
Between the period of 1200 B.C. and 900 B.C. there was no major military power in Mesopotamia. Therefor smaller states like Phoenicia and the Hebrew kingdom were able to prosper. These kingdoms especially the Phoenicians started to trade throughout the Mediterranean region.
Phoenicia (foh-NEE-shee-ah) Phoenicia is the Greek name for the country and
people living on the coast of Syria in ancient times at the east end of the
Mediterranean Sea. It is believed that economic opportunity and population
pressures forced them out into the seas. The Phoenicians colonized many areas
along the Mediterranean Sea. Areas where their colonies have been found:
Sardinia Cyprus, and Carthage-most important and lasting colony By far they
were superior to all peoples of that time in seamanship. Legend has it that an
Egyptian pharaoh hired a band of Phoenicians to map and circumnavigate the
coast of Africa. They are best remembered for their contributions in the
establishment to trade with the many peoples living along the Mediterranean
Sea. The Greeks received their alphabet from them as late as the 10th century
B.C. or as early as the 15th. Other antiquities famed to the Phoenicians include
carved ivories to be used in furniture, metalwork, and especially glassware.
THE PHOENICIANS ROUTES OF THE PHOENICIANS The Fertile
Crescent is roughly an arc-shaped area which stretches from the mouth of the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers at the Persian Gulf, west to the Red Sea. About
5,000 years ago it was inhabited by a race know as Semites. The Semites who
lived in the eastern portion of the Fertile Crescent were Sumerians, Assyrians,
and Babylonians. In the western portion lived the Amorites. Those Amorites
who settled in what are today Lebanon, Syria, and Israel were know as
Canaanites. Later, the Greek called them Phoenicians.
PHOENICIANS IN HISTORY There is no doubt the the Phoenicians were
among the most interesting people in history. Because they left so few written
records of their own achievements, their history has been pieced together from
records of all the other nations with which they came in contact, either through
trade or through battle. Other information has been gathered from the work of
archaeologists whose digging have unearthed tombs of their rulers or what little is left of their cities.
TIES WITH EGYPT As far as back as 3200 B.C., the people of Gebeil
(Byblos) were cutting down cedar trees in the mountains of Lebanon, to be
shipped to Egypt and Mesopotamia for use in building ships and making
columns for houses. In return, the Phoenicians brought back gold, copper, and
turquoise from the Nile Valley and Sinai. Canaanite ceramic pieces have been
found in Egyptian tombs dating back to 2999 B.C. In 1954, archaeologists
found Cheops (khufu) at Giza. Cheops lived around 2550 B.C. The barge was
made of Lebanese cedar wood and faint scent of the cedar was still in the grain
at the time of its discovery.
THE ALPHABET Sumerian cuneiforms (wedge shaped symbols in clay
tablets) and Egyptian hieroglyphics (pictographs) were the only known forms of
writing before the alphabet as we know it was developed. Both scripts, though
separately created, used picture writing. Eventually, pictures or signs
represented sounds. Finally, the pictures became so simplified that a whole
word was written as a single sign. By about 1200 B.C., the Phoenicians had
developed symbols which in time became a real alphabet. The Phoenician
alphabet consisted of twenty-two symbols, all consonants. Each one
represented its own sound. The Egyptian symbol for the ox head was given the
Semitic name aleph and was sounded as "a." The symbol for house became
Beth and was sounded as "b." It is easily see how the Phoenician alphabet was
used to form the other alphabets which followed it. Aleph became the Greek
alpha, Beth became beta. In time, these letters became the Roman letters A and
B and eventually the English A and B, and so on for the entire alphabet. Once a
written language was established, it was inscribed on Egyptian papyrus, a type
of paper made of reeds. So, closely linked with papyrus with the city of Byblos
(which traded cedar for the paper) that when the writing of the Hebrew
prophets were translated into Greek the city's name was given to the great book
- the Bible. Because the papyrus rotted away in the damp sea air and soil, there
are practically no Phoenician writings left. Thus, the literature of the people
who influenced the western world in her writing has largely vanished. Still,
because Egyptian scribes copied the Phoenician letters after hieroglyphics were
no longer used, and because artists in Ninevah inscribed them in stone, the
alphabet remains with us. Alphabet
THE CITY-STATES For the next three centuries, independent Phoenicia
reached its height as a nation whose prime interests were trade, the arts, and
religion. Organized into individual city-states, each Phoenician city was under
its own form of government. Each had its own god and its own ruler, whose
usually remained in power for life. Gebeil (Byblos) was a strong religious
city-state. Sidon and tyre were cities of Business, industry, and navigation.
Even though these twins had different religious beliefs and practices since remotest times, they managed to be dedicated one for all - and all for one - musketeers in love, peace, and war for at least 30,000 years, according to authorities on the myths of the ancient Hindus. These two brothers were called Phoenicians and Jews (Hebrews). Webster's New World Hebrew Dictionary defines "Heber" as Kheeber, meaning "Connected; Joined." Because they did colonize, rule, and inhabit every country on earth, also founding every civilization on earth, all human societies recognize their ancient hegemony both linguistically and mythically. We often call them Castor and Pollux or the Gemini Twins.
Between the period of 1200 B.C. and 900 B.C. there was no major military power in Mesopotamia. Therefor smaller states like Phoenicia and the Hebrew kingdom were able to prosper. These kingdoms especially the Phoenicians started to trade throughout the Mediterranean region.
History tells us that the Canaanites, a tribe of Semitic origin, were first to inhabit the Lebanese shores. Indeed their culture is said to form the basis of the Aramaean culture of both Syria and of Israelite Palestine. The Canaanites who traded with the Greeks became known by them as Phoenicians.
Lebanon started to be called such by name sometime in the third Millennium before Christ, when reference is made to the Pharoahs of Egypt importing cedar wood from the mountains of Lebanon.
The term Phoenicia, from the Greek Phoenix, means purple-red, and refers to the purple industry (the dye extracted from the mollusc shell-fish and used to colour cloth) of the early Lebanese.
The word Lebanon itself, is an ancient Semitic term meaning “White”, and the country was so called as the Lebanese mountain summits remain snow-decked for most of the year. Seeking trading partners, the Phoenicians sailed further away from the shores of Lebanon, confident in their legendary vessels crafted in solid cedar wood.
By the end of the second century BC, they had colonised most of the Mediteranean shore, establishing trading depots and spreading the Semitic culture. The greatest of these colonies is said to have been Carthage. From the Mediteranean, the Phoenicians moved westward, eventually discovering the Atlantic Ocean.
They rounded Africa, landed in England and Ireland and built many cities in Western Europe and on the Atlantic coast of Africa. But while the Phoenicians became legendary traders - their wares included works of art, textiles, delicate glassware, precious stones and perfume - their intellectual contribution to society guaranteed their place in history.
They gave the world the twenty-two "magic signs" called the alphabet, the first developed system of modern writing and numerical figures. They also taught mankind the art of stone building and glass manufacturing.
Phoenicia (foh-NEE-shee-ah)
Phoenicia is the Greek name for the country and people living on the coast of Syria, in ancient times at the east end of the Mediterranean Sea. It is believed that economic opportunity and population pressures forced them out into the seas. The Phoenicians colonized many areas along the Mediterranean Sea. Areas where their colonies have been found: Sardinia, Cyprus, and Carthage - the most important and lasting colony. By far they were superior to all peoples of that time in seamanship. Legend has it that an Egyptian pharoah hired a band of Phoenicians to map and circumnavigate the coast of Africa. They are best remembered for their contributions in the establishment to trade with the many peoples living along the Mediterranean Sea. The Greeks received their alphabet from them as late as the 10th century B.C. or as early as the 15th. Other antiquities famed to the Phoenicians include carved ivories to be used in furniture, metalwork, and especially glassware.
THE PHOENICIANS ROUTES
The Fertile Crescent is roughly an arc-shaped area which stretches from the mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers at the Persian Gulf, west to the Red Sea. About 5,000 years ago it was inhabited by a race know as Semites. The Semites who lived in the eastern portion of the Fertile Crescent were Sumerians, Assyrians, and Babylonians. In the western portion lived the Amorites. Those Amorites who settled in what are today Lebanon, Syria, and Israel were know as Canaanites. Later, the Greek called them Phoenicians.
PHOENICIANS IN HISTORY
There is no doubt the the Phoenicians were among the most interesting people in history. Because they left so few written records of their own achievements, their history has been pieced together from records of all the other nations with which they came in contact, either through trade or through battle. Other information has been gathered from the work of archaeologists whose digging have unearthed tombs of their rulers or what little is left of their cities.
THE OLDEST CITY IN THE WORLD
Archaeologists have uncovered homes of farmers and fishermen in Gebeil dating back to 7000 B.C. They found one-room huts with crushed limestone floors and stone idol of god El. Because of these discoveries, it is thought that Gebeil (later known as Byblos) may actually be the oldest city in the world.
TIES WITH EGYPT
As far as back as 3200 B.C., the people of Gebeil (Byblos) were cutting down cedar trees in the mountains of Lebanon, to be shipped to Egypt and Mesopotamia for use in building ships and making columns for houses. In return, the Phoenicians brought back gold, copper, and turquoise from the Nile Valley and Sinai. Canaanite ceramic pieces have been found in Egyptian tombs dating back to 2999 B.C. In 1954, archaeologists found Cheops (khufu) at Giza. Cheops lived around 2550 B.C. A barge that was discovered in Cheops tomb was made of Lebanese cedar wood, and faint scent of the cedar was still in the grain at the time of its discovery.
THE ALPHABET
Sumerian cuneiforms (wedge shaped symbols in clay tablets) and Egyptian hieroglyphics (pictographs) were the only known forms of writing before the alphabet as we know it was developed. Both scripts, though separately created, used picture writing. Eventually, pictures or signs represented sounds. Finally, the pictures became so simplified that a whole word was written as a single sign. By about 1200 B.C., the Phoenicians had developed symbols which in time became a real alphabet. The Phoenician alphabet consisted of twenty-two symbols, all consonants. Each one represented its own sound. The Egyptian symbol for the oxhead was given the Semitic name aleph, and was sounded as "a." The symbol for house became beth, and was sounded as "b." It is easily see how the Phoenician alphabet was used to form the other alphabets which followed it. Aleph became the Greek alpha, beth became beta. In time, these letters became the Roman letters A and B and eventually the English A and B, and so on for the entire alphabet. Once a written language was established, it was inscribed on Egyptian papyrus, a type pf paper made of reeds. So, closely linked was papyrus with the city of Byblos, (which traded cedar for the paper) that when the writing of the Hebrew prophets were translated into Greek, the city's name was given to the great book - the Bible. Because the papyrus rotted away in the damp sea air and soil, there are practically no Phoenician writings left. Thus, the literature of the people who influenced the western world in her writing has largely vanished. Still, because Egyptian scribes copied the Phoenician letters after hieroglyphics were no longer used, and because artists in Ninevah inscribed them in stone, the alphabet remains with us.
THE CITY-STATES
For the next three centuries, independent Phoenicia reached its height as a nation whose prime interests were trade, the arts, and religion. Organized into individual city-states, each Phoenician city was under its own form of government. Each had its own god and its own ruler, whose usually remained in power for life. Gebeil (Byblos) was a strong religious city-state. Sidon and Tyre were cities of business, industry, and navigation. The city-states were all linked by their common ancestors, language, and writing. Their mutual interests were their trade arrangements, their customs, and their rituals and beliefs. Nevertheless, even though they were only a one or two day march from each other, they never were able to unite as a single power when they were attacked.
TYRE, THE PURPLE DYE CENTER
Tyre was the major region for thepurple dye industry, which probably began as early as the 18th century B.C. The dye was carefully extracted, a few drops at a time from the murex, a shell-fish found in the waters off of Tyre and Sidon. The process used to extract the fluid was so difficult and so expensive that only the rich could afford to buy the dyed fabric. It is because of this Phoenician fabric that we still use the expression "born in the purple" to mean one who is born rich.
ON THE SEA
The Mediterranean Sea allowed the Phoenicians to wander, to explore, and to discover. It was their link to a world that awaited their skill and their art. These fine merchants brought their dye, fabric, ceramics, glass, metals, wine, crops, and oil from port to port. They became the world's finest maritime nation. The Phoenicians were not only adventurous merchants but expert sailors and navigators as well. They colonized parts of Cyprus, Rhodes, and the Aegean Islands. Phoenician sailors journeyed east to the Black Sea and west to places such as Corinth, Thebes, Sardinia, Palermo, Marseille, Corsica, and Malta. They were known to have gone as far as Gibraltar and Cadiz in Spain. By about 1000 B.C., they had finally reached the Atlantic Ocean. The Greeks were influenced in their navigation by the Phoenicians, who taught them to sail by the North star. The Greeks have designs on their ships similar to those from Phoenician models.
The development of the alphabet from the tenth century B.C. onwards.
The Phoenicians of the Iron Age (first millennium B.C.) descended from the original Canaanites who dwelt in the region during the earlier Bronze Age (3000-1200 H.C.), despite classical tradition to the contrary. There is archaeological evidence for a continuous cultural tradition from the Bronze to the Iron Age (1200 -333 s.c.) at the cities of Tyre and Z araphath. In the Amarna age (fourteenth century B.C.) many letters to Egypt emanated from King Rib-Addi of Byblos, King Abi-Milki of Tyre, and King Zimrida of Sidon, and in other New Kingdom Egyptian texts there are references to the cities of Beirut Sidon, Zaraphath, Ushu, Tyre, and Byblos. Additionally there is a thirteenth-century B.C. letter from the king of Tyre to Ugarit, and a Ugaritic inscription has turned up at Zaraphath. Despite these facts showing that the coastal cities were occupied without interruption or change in population, the term "Phoenician" is now normally applied to them in the Iron Age (beginning about the twelfth century B.C.) onward when the traits that characterize Phoenician culture evolved: long-distance seafaring, trade and colonization, and distinctive elements of their material culture, language, and script.
The Phoenicians, whose lands corresponds to present-day Lebanon and coastal parts of Israel and Syria, probably arrived in the region in about 3000 B.C. They established commercial and religious connections were established with Egypt after about 2613 BC and continued until the end of the Egyptian Old Kingdom and the invasion of Phoenicia by the Amorites (c. 2200 BC).
Other groups invading and periodically controlling Phoenicia included the Hyksos (18th century BC), the Egyptians of the New Kingdom (16th century BC), and the Hittites (14th century BC). Seti I (1290-79 BC) of the New Kingdom reconquered most of Phoenicia, but Ramses III (1187-56 BC) lost it to invaders from Asia Minor and Europe. The roster of Phoenician cities changed during the near millennium-long period beginning in 1200 B.C., reflecting the waxing and waning of their individual fortunes and the impinging historical events of the Near East. At the beginning of the Iron Age, as part of the invasion of the Sea Peoples (groups from the Greek islands, especially Crete), the Philistines occupied the coastal area south of Mt. Carmel, including Dor, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Gaza. By the eighth century B.C., however, the material culture of the Phoenicians extended southward, and Sidon controlled Dor and Joppa during the Persian period (539-333 B.C). The Achaemenians, an Iranian dynasty under the leadership of Cyrus II, conquered the area in 538 B.C. Sidon became a principal coastal city of this empire. The history of Tyre and Sidon is intertwined (indeed they were only twenty-two miles [35 km.] apart). Classical tradition suggests that Sidon was the more powerful at first but by the tenth century B.C. Tyre dominated. Tyre's kings ruled a stretch of the coast that included Sidon and often they were referred to as kings of the Sidonians (1 Kings 16:31).
There were no major Phoenician cities north of Arvad, but Phoenician influence extended into Cilicia in the ninth and eighth centuries B.C. Obscurity surrounds the emergence of Phoenician culture during the twelfth and eleventh centuries B.C. In a foray, the Assyrian king Tiglathpileser I (1114-1076 B.C.) sojourned at Arvad and received tribute from Byblos and Sidon, and there are archaeological data from Tyre and Zaraphath for this period. The Egyptian Tale of Wenamun, dating to the mid-eleventh century B.C., graphically portrays the decline of Egyptian prestige and power in the Levant. This was due in part to the invasions of the Sea Peoples and the general disruptions of Late Bronze Age cultures throughout the eastern Mediterranean, with the collapse of Mycenaean and Hittite cultures and the destruction of city-states in the Levant. Trade was severely affected. In the aftermath of the disruptions and the power vacuum a new order emerged in which flourishing Phoenician settlements replaced such destroyed centers as Ugarit on the coast of northern Syria. Instead of the Levant being the recipient of Aegean wares, Phoenician cities began exporting goods and services.
In the 10th century B.C. the city state of Tyre rose to hegemony among Phoenician states and founded colonies throughout the Mediterranean region. During the same time, Tyre strengthened its influence over the northern kingdom of Israel. Phoenician influence is also to be seen in the region of Cilicia at Zinjirli where King Kilamuwa, probably Aramaean in origin, chose the Phoenician language and script for a long inscription at the front of his palace. Other Phoenician inscriptions come from the same region in the following centuries Azitiwada marked the rebuilding of his city with bilingual inscriptions in Phoenician and hieroglyphic Hittite at Karatepe. The strong Phoenician influence in Cilicia may be due to trading activities in a network including Urartu, the northern rival of Assyria in the ninth and eighth centuries B.C.
The pace of Assyrian activity in Phoenicia quickened in the ninth century B.C. when Ashurnasirpal II, Shalmaneser III, and Adadnirari III exacted tribute and taxes from Sidon, Tyre, and other Phoenician cities. Assyria was gradually extending its control over the Levant. As a result of the far-reaching reorganization of the Assyrian Empire by Tiglathpileser III (744-727 B.C.), the nature of the impact on Phoenicia changed from one of occasional demands by raiding armies to incorporation as vassals into the empire. Many cities lost their autonomy altogether and became part of Assyrian provinces administered by governors; for example, an Assyrian province of Simyra was established by Tiglathpileser III.
During Sennacherib's reign (705-681 B.C.) he crushed a serious revolt by coastal cities in 701 B.C. and forced …
(Here it is folks the one little nugget that brings this whole theory into a light of reality)
Luli (Elulaeus), king of Tyre, to flee to unknown place, many reports soon after had him being killed in Greece, Cyprus and Lebanon, however I feel it would be very difficult to die that many times in that many places at the same time. Later Sidon revolted against the Assyrian ruler Esarhaddon (681-669 B C.) who in 676 B.C. sacked and destroyed it and in its place built a governor's residence, called Kar-Esarhaddon, for a new Assyrian province. He also made a treaty with Baal, king of Tyre. Ashurbanipal (668-627 B.C.) laid siege to Tyre and Nebuchadnezzar besieged it for thirteen years (586-573 B.C.; Ezek. 26-28: 19).
Sidon reemerged as the dominant city of Phoenicia in the Persian period (539-333 B.C.) and led a Phoenician contingent in the Persian wars of the early fifth century B.C., helping bridge the Hellespont and fighting at Salamis.
Everyone, at some time or another, has read about the Greek and Persian wars fought during the sixth to fourth centuries B.C. What he perhaps does not know is that the Phoenicians played an important role in this great historical drama.
The reason is simple.
Persia is not a sea power and is land locked in Asia Minor and on the East Mediterranean coast with a formidable array of soldiers from many nations.
The Phoenicians, on the other hand, have the fleets, the navigators, the seamen and the "know-how". Guided by the stars they sail at night over dark, dangerous, uncharted waters, guided only by the stars. An arrangement is therefore reached with the kings of the Phoenician cities to furnish a fleet to the Persians provided they are not bothered by them at home.
Soon after Greece is invaded by Xerxes, the Persian "King of Kings". Bloody battles on land and sea follow. Sporadic fighting spreads to the Greek islands and Cyprus.
Then in 333 B.C. Alexander the Great at the head of his Macedonian phalanxes crosses the Hellespont in pursuit of Darius Codamannus, the Persian king, thus bringing the war into Asia. City after city go over to him.
Alexander's conquest of the East ushurs in the Hellenistic Age. With the spread of Greek culture and ideas, a new political and social order arises and travels to the farther reaches of his empire contributing to fashion the course of the modern world in which we live.
The Greek and Persian Wars
550 to 330 B.C.
Herodotus is a Greek born during the fifth century B.C. in Halicarnassus, southwest Asia Minor. Centuries before his time the Greeks abandon their homes on the mainland, put their families and belongings in ships and sail eastwards across the Aegean. Some settle for good on the islands, others found a number of Greek cities all along the coast of Asia Minor.
As a young man Herodotus, intelligent and inquisitive, displays a great gift for story-telling. He wanders freely throughout a large part of the great Persian empire recording all he sees and hears. He is the world's authority on the Greek and Persian wars that shook the ancient world so long ago.
This is his story. (After extensive editing over hundreds of years by the Catholic Church)
Soon after his conquest of the empire of the Medes, Cyrus, king of Persia, is attacked by a coalition of the other great powers of the day: Babylon, Egypt and Lyclia who come to fear him, joined by Sparta, the greatest military power of Greece. In the spring of 546 B.C. the richest and most powerful man in the world, Croesus, king of Lydia, advances into Cappadocia, Asia Minor while the other kings are still feverishly gathering their troops for battle. But Cyrus cleverly attacks first, marches one thousand miles overland, even through the outlying provinces of Babylon. He defeats Croesus and follows him to his capital city. In the autumn of 546 Cyrus storms Sardis and orders that Croesus be taken alive. The Lydian kingdom henceforth becomes a province of Persia.
The gateway to Greece and the Near East now lies open before the Persian king. The Ionian Creek cities of Asia Minor, the Carians, the Lycians and the king of Cilicia humbly acknowledge Persian supremacy.
War with Babylon is inevitable. In a single swift campaign, Cyrus destroys the mighty kingdom. The army of King Nabonidus is defeated and Babylon surrenders without resistance in October 539.
In Sidon at this time Mapen and his sister Myrra live in a little stone house near the port. Their father, Elibar, is a carpenter and is greatly respected for his ability and his skill. Not only does he saw heavy logs of wood with precision for sea-faring galleys but he can also carve smaller bits of wood into various objects: luxury boxes to hold jewelry, plain boxes to hold precious spices, wooden toys with which children can play: a cow, a horse, a dog and even a small doll for Myrra. Children follow him closely when he walks through the streets of Sidon, hoping for a toy.
Mapen and Myrra not only love their father but are very proud of him. They love their mother too, because she keeps the little stone house spic and span. She also welcomes her children's friends with warmth at any time.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/207619 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!