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PREFACE
This material is intended to help the Christian/preacher/evangelist and the student. It is for preaching and learning in all seasons and every where. You are advised to build on the provided topics to suit your audience. The work has been arranged and grouped according to Biblical books. The topics provide a panorama that helps you travel at least through the Bible. It will help you especially when you are called upon and your mind just runs blank. This book can also help the Bible student to have a glimpse and the understanding on Biblical topics. We are all called to be ready every time. It is my hope that this book will see you prepare a wonderful sermon for the hungry soul. Remember you will do better in developing the word to the glory of God's work. You can only achieve a better understanding prayerfully. God bless you in and out of your courts.
DEDICATION
To my family who have been very supportive during the compiling of the messages. May God bless the ground they walk upon and whatever their hands touch in seeking the glory of God.
QUOTES
"For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding." Proverbs 2: 6
Jesus on the cross! In the mêlée of the taunting and jeering mob, a lone voice was heard saying "… Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom" Luke 23: 42.
Scan through the books of the Bible
Pick a topic that best suits your Occasion
Expand on the words
In you own words deliver your message.
GENESIS 2: 18
Perhaps before we even think of anything else, we should first establish whether besides child bearing and rearing, women are capable of other Biblical responsibilities. I believe their responsibilities go beyond nappies, the cradle, and cooking for family. Man cannot find a complement for himself besides a woman; that is why God found it prudent to create a woman for man (Gen 2: 18, 20, 21). For all people, it is the mother’s law that carries them through life, in failure and success! (Pr. 1: 8). For nine months, a woman natures a fetus into a being then continues with loving care to bring it up into an amazing human being! From the story of Eve in Genesis to Dorcas in the Epistles, I see compassion and love that grows men and women to love God. All this is courtesy of a woman. The very best of a woman is salvation to all mankind (Luke. 1: 28-33). The very worst of a woman is damnation for mankind (I Kings 5: 5-16). The Bible has demonstrated the power and sway a woman has over the chain reaction of events in the world. David and Bath-Sheba (I kings 1: 15-38); Esther, Haman and Mordecai (Esther 7: 1-10); are examples. Thus I would conclude that the very best role of a woman in humanity is to bring sanity and salvation in the world today because they are in charge of the cot.
THE FALL OF MAN
GEN 3: 1-13
When man’s fall in the Garden of Eden is considered from a secular point of view, it may look so trivial, the rest of the generations of man don’t have to suffer for it. Many men will shrug off the whole episode. Whoever, for the spiritual man, the whole episode reeks of the devil’s plan to have man walk with him to his God’s proclaimed disaster caused by his desire to be like God (Vs. 5). Man’s fall in the Garden of Eden was the devil’s plan to use man to achieve his own failed plan, the coup (Isa. 14: 12-17). From the Garden and from the time of Adam’s fall, the ruler-ship of the world shifted to the devil. All the undesirable occurrences in the world have been caused by this. Men may dread the serpent as an animal, but real fear should be in the power that the devil is wielding on God’s creation, the man. Man became enjoined to the devil in his treason plan. In this mess, God alone has the ability to save because He alone is the offended party (Ps.51: 4). Over the ages the question rings, “…what is this that thou hast done?”(Vs.13). We must read into the episode to be able to understand that this was not a matter of an eaten literal fruit only. God cannot share His glory with anyone; He is to be worshiped by His creation. The offence is to desire to be like God.
MAN AND EVIL
GEN 6: 5-7.
God saw that the imagination and the thoughts of man were continually evil (Vs. 5). To understand God’s perception of man, we have only to look into our hearts without bias. We don’t understand God and His attributes, for this we have entirely gone astray (Ps. 14: 23). Our main stay should be to continually seek after God, this is what our energies should be spent on while we are still here on earth (1 Sam 13: 14). Our desires and physical wants are all awry before God. We are continually seeking to be like God to others and to excel and be much better than the rest of human kind. Man seeks to achieve this excellence by hook or crook. The Bible records God’s regret (repentance) over His creation of man. This is an indicator that man has been and is still very evil. God gave man the power of will and the ability to choose. Man has broken every covenant ever made between him and God. After the judgment floods, man was at it again at Shinar (Gen 11), a clear demonstration of man’s continual evil. The devil found in man a cunning-swift creature to do his bids. With slight promise of power, man is ready to shift alliance. Lucifer still desires to be worshiped, and if he can dare Jesus to worship him then who is man? Man must trust and live in God to escape the coming damnation.
UNKNOWN TONGUE SPEAKING NOT NECESSARILY CHRISTIAN
GEN 11:7, 8
The attributes of the Holy Spirit do not include imparting in us the power to speak in strange tongues. The only time God confused the language of man was in the plains of Shinar (Gen. 11:7-8). How can we convince God that a language we speak strangely is a prayer to Him when He has not asked us to pray to Him using such a language? An intelligent Christian must seek to know what is of God and what is of the devil (CM by Dr. John Rice pg 137). We must not let the issue of tongue speaking take the center stage in our quest to understand God’s will for the salvation of mankind. Our expedition should be to reach the point of salvation by allowing God to elect us for we cannot know the son until the Father reveals Him to us. The Christian must not be led astray, opting to go for the tongue speaking instead of seeking the free gift of salvation given by God in His grace. The heathen too speak and pray to their gods in tongues, the Christian has the onus to demonstrate that the Living God is a God of order and understanding, not of confusion and fanciful arousing tongues. Prayer at its best is personal (Matt. 6:5, 6).
EXODUS 12:1-11
The Passover has remained a unique event in the Christian religion due to its significance to the religion. The blood struck on the sides and the top of the door mirrored the blood shed centuries later on the cross by the true saviour (Vs. 7). It is not the dream of the salvation of the children of Israel from the Egyptian bondage, but the big picture in the salvation of man (Mk. 22:19, 20). Like the lamb, Christ was led to the crucifixion unresisting. During the last super, He did not partake of the food as He was the sacrificial lamb himself. Thus looking at the Jewish salvation from the hand of the Egyptians, it reflects on the Lord’s work in our lives today calling us unto salvation by His power. The Passover as practiced today is not only a tradition of the church but has its profound meaning to our belief in Christ’s work of salvation on the cross. It is not the tradition but the main reason for the whole exercise in relation to our lives as a people in bondage of sin. Participation in a church’s Holy Communion does not absolve us of sin; we need a pure personal relationship with the son of God
THE FIRST BORN SET APART
EXODUS 13:1-16
God set it a reminder to the children of Israel lest they forget that as the first born of the Egyptian perished on the deliverance night, the Israelite first born was spared (Vs.14). In the same way, it reflects on how God gave His only begotten son to save us from the bondage of sin (John 3:16). The setting apart of the first born was only representative, the Israelite had to redeem the same child from God by following a rule God had put in place (LK 2:21-24). Thus the symbolic meaning came to pass at the birth of our Lord; He became the opener of all those things that man will pass through. He became the first born from the grave in resurrection a victor. Today the whole world enjoys the perfected grace of God for the salvation of men of all cadres and race. None shall at the day of the Lord say they were not offered redemption by what Christ has done for all mankind (John 3:18-21). Rejecting the word of God is to deny the saving grace of God to all men. It is imperative that we turn to God.
CHRIST THE GIVER OF LIFE
EXODUS 17: 5-7
We must receive Christ by faith if we are to be saved (John 6:53-58). We can’t have life unless God the Father draws us to Christ, He is our bread of life (John 6:48-52). In the same stance, we cannot claim to have life unless we are in Him (John 14:6). Life gushes out from Christ to those who believe in Him (Vs. 6). We are created in God’s likeness and in His own love. He said ‘let Us make man in our image’ because it was His will to do so (Gen 1:26). We shall only do a disservice to ourselves by imagining that we don’t have a divine source of life that keeps us going on each day. Our bodies are a testimony to a divine design. All around us, the living things radiate a form of life that we cannot be able to adequately define. In our futile attempt to more intelligent that our maker, we end up with more foolishness. Man’s investigative syndrome cannot lead him closer to God but farther away from real life that comes from God. Thus if we truly want to enjoy life, we must diligently seek where Christ is.
MAN’S DESIRE TO KEEP PROMISE
EXODUS 19: 3-8
The active journey to salvation begins at Sinai. This journey cost the many lives of innocent animals by way of sacrifice in behalf of man’s sins. The journey comes to a close at Calvary after the total failure by man had come to full maturity. At Sinai, man declared “…all that the Lord has said we will do” (Vs. 8). This was an answer to God’s challenge, “…if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant…” (Vs. 5). The challenge over the years stripped man not only of his ‘clothes’ but also of his ‘flesh’! Man became a wretched walking skeleton. Man in a sympathetic state receives mercy through the grace of the maker but is still blinded by terrestrial possessions laid before him by the devil in enticing makeup. At Sinai man really wanted to please, but it all turned out that it was more out of fear than love. When the journey became hotter, tougher and steeper, man abandoned all that was godly and went back to dancing to the devil’s tune. In self will he thought to serve himself when it was really the devil that he served (Is. 53: 6). Because it is proved beyond reasonable doubt that man cannot keep the commandments of God, the onus is on him to confess that inability and turn to Christ who has the authority to save. Man has miserably failed, but those who put their faith in Christ shall escape damnation (John 3: 18).
THE NATIONAL FEASTS
EXODUS 23:14-19
At the beginning of their year, the month of Abib, the Israelite nation celebrated the feast of the unleavened bread for a whole week. God reminded them to do the same always even when they would have entered the new land. This particular feast was a reminder of the Lord’s redemption of His people from the land of Egypt (Vs. 15). This is the month and the feast that hundreds of years later, Christ gave His life as the sacrificial lamb to save the world from the bondage of sin. Christ was therefore crucified on the day preceding the beginning of the week long Sabbath and not on Friday (John 19:31). The other feasts are the feasts of harvest and ingathering. The feast that has an impact in the whole world is the feast of the unleavened bread. Celebration of Easter is a reminder of the same. However, many Christians are even today unaware of the reasons the church celebrates the Eucharist. With times changed and doctrine re-interpreted, the human mind has created what will make many perish for lack of knowledge. Christ did not lie when He said He will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights (Matt. 12:39-41). The bottom line is we must repent of our waywardness. Man must seek personal relationship with God, feasts or no feasts counted.
SABBATH, A SIGN BETWEEN JEHOVAH AND ISRAEL
EXODUS 31: 12-18
The Sabbath rest was a sign between God and the people He had sat apart for Himself. The Sabbath appears in the scripture as the day of God’s rest in the finished work (Gen. 2:2, 3). It was at Sinai that the Sabbath was revealed and made part of the law (Neh. 9:13, 14). The Sabbath was a day of total rest such that any one found working on the day was put to death. On this day only the continued offering of burnt sacrifices in connection to the feast days was carried out. The frequent seventh day Sabbath was not a day of worship, sacrifice or any manner of worship service. It was simply a day of complete rest for man and beast from the daily chores of life. Today, the subject of Sabbath has become so controversial, yet the apostle clearly states that no man should judge another for this (Col. 2:16). Our Lord says that the Sabbath was made for man and not man for Sabbath (Mk. 2:27). Thus we should focus on the subject of eternal rest, for God had entered into that rest until man disobeyed him and brought Him back to work (Heb 3: 4-8). God today is continually revealing Himself to us and saving us from eternal death and, only those who believe in His son will enter into His rest.
THE VISION
EXODUS 34:5-9
Every step of the journey, God abided with the children of Israel regardless of their continual grumbling and dissatisfaction. God proclaimed the truth about His nature to Moses; He declared that He is merciful, longsuffering, gracious and abundant in goodness and truth (Vs. 6). However, these attributes also makes Him visit the generations of men with punishments for their disobedience. For these reasons and many more, Moses realized that as a people, whether elected or not, they were able to move on each day because of God’s mercy and goodness. Moses saw that they could not make it without God. The stiff-necked hearts could not reach them any where. The prayers by Moses ‘go among us’ reveals the vision he saw, a future without God was nothing (Vs. 9). The message is clear, Man cannot meet God’s standards, and therefore the other alternative is to dwell in His mercy for He is a forgiving God to the truly repentant man. We live because God has spoken the word of life. We don’t live because we are able to toil each day and make a living in tangible things; it is not by the worldly self development, but by every word spoken by God (Deut 8:3).
LEVITICUS 1:1-17
The burnt offering typified Christ offering Himself without spot to God in delight to do His father’s will even in death (Note 1). Christ’s death atones for our sin as man did not have that delight before in the will of God. Christ took our position and stood in our stead before God to atone for our sins. He was our substitute, but acceptable of God. It is in Leviticus that we see the shadow of Christ’s act of love in offering Himself willingly as a once and for all sacrifice (Heb. 9:12). The thought of penalty in the act of Christ is not prominent, instead we see a loving Lord saving His people from the bondage of sin. The essence of penalty is lost in the free gift of salvation (Eph. 2:8) and in the boundless love of God that has withstood and will stand the test of time. The emphasis in Leviticus is that it had to be voluntary and had to be accepted of the one giving. The warning is in the words, if it was not voluntary and accepted, it would fail to serve the purpose of atonement. Christ, in offering, was patient and enduring servant, and in self-surrender was obedient unto death. All this happened because God loved us so much (JOHN 3:16). No Christian can claim to know God unless he/she can identify God’s love for all mankind, for God is love.
CONSECRATION OF PRIESTS
LEVITICUS 8: 1-13
Priests are intended to serve in God’s ministry without any personal reservations. Serving God is a holy business. For this reason, the priests must be men who have received a calling and must undergo a consecration rite to dedicate them to the service and the ministry. Not every Tom, Dick, and Harry can enter into this job. Priest hood is not for the squeamish in heart. The consecration demonstrates the uncleanness of man before God (vs. 2). Priestly service is not a profession; one must be truly called by God into the service. One has then to be holy to be able to serve God. Even today, priests ought to be consecrated into the service. When one has received the calling and has made the choice to serve God, the priest must realize that he has given his body as a sacrifice to the service (Rom 12:1). Priest hood is not some job that one wakes up one morning and decides to be enjoined. Today those who want to serve as priests must be vigorously vetted. The elders must seat and pray over the matter that the right man may be chosen to serve the people of God in the right manner as it is required of the Christian church.
THE DAY OF ATONEMENT
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