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Sometimes the hardest part of writing is getting started. We have put together a number of sentences to help you overcome that hurdle. These are “flat sentences” – they have very little detail or information, but that’s where you, the writer, come in.
~
You will get five chances to rewrite each sentence. Don’t spend much time on each day doing this. These are quick assignments. The first four days you should only spend about five minutes. You can give yourself up to ten minutes on the fifth day.
~
These writings do not have to be perfect – in fact they should not be corrected for punctuation, spelling, etc. The idea is to get you writing.
~
I first encountered this type of assignment at a Writers’ Conference I attended. We were given the sentence “Jacob bent down and picked something up off the floor.” We had three minutes to rewrite the sentence, adding more details, so that more of a story could be seen. This is what I wrote: “As Jacob bent down to pick up the small, broken dish on the wooden floor in front of him, his mind flashed back to the cabin door he had just entered. Something had seemed amiss when he arrived home, and he hadn’t been able to figure it out.”
~
We have given you ten sentences to rewrite. There are five assignments for each one. One way, but clearly not the only way, is to do one assignment each day for a week. At that pace, you will complete this book in ten weeks. When you are finished, you may want to go back and connect some of your sentences into an actual story. At that point, feel free to get help with your spelling and punctuation. But until then, happy writing!
~~~
Day One
Susan walked across the room and opened the closet door.
Rewrite this sentence, adding as many details as you can. But only spend three to five minutes on the assignment.
~
Day Two
Susan walked across the room and opened the closet door.
Rewrite this sentence, making it a happy scene. (Or a sad one, if your first scene was happy.)
~
Day Three
Susan walked across the room and opened the closet door.
Rewrite this sentence, making it an imaginary scene.
~
Day Four
Susan walked across the room and opened the closet door.
Rewrite this sentence, making it mysterious.
~
Day Five
Now take one of your first four sentences and turn it into a paragraph. Add at least three more sentences to build the story.
~~
Day One
Joe opened the window and looked out.
Rewrite this sentence, adding as many details as you can. But only spend three to five minutes on the assignment.
~
Day Two
Joe opened the window and looked out.
Rewrite this sentence, making it a happy scene. (Or a sad one, if your first scene was happy.)
~
Day Three
Joe opened the window and looked out.
Rewrite this sentence, making it an imaginary scene.
~
Day Four
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