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Praise for Merry K. Stahel
Child of My Heart
LOVED IT!!! This is one of those little numbers that you read and when you get to the end you just want to start all over again.
~ Seriously Reviewed
This short story has it all, and is well worth picking up.
~Fennel, Long and Short of It
Child of My Heart was such a sweet read that captured my heart from page 1…I must admit I CRIED!
~Val, You Gotta Read
Dedication
For Richard
“For whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God…”
Prologue
One year. One beautiful, blessed, joy-filled year.
Faith glanced around the apartment, purposely not looking at the eviction notice on the kitchen table. She took a deep, cleansing breath.
“I’ve been through worse. I can do all things through Christ, Who strengthens me.” Her chin wobbled. Tears filled her eyes. Could she? Could she move out of the only real home she’d ever had? Every nook and cranny spoke to her heart, to the deep well of loss where Jack’s memory now resided.
They’d married, they’d loved and laughed. And a year ago, on the anniversary of their first year living in the apartment, Jack, and his brother, and their father died in a car accident.
Her sister-in-law, Olivia, was moving on. Her eyes now shone with the tentative, trembling hope of new love.
But Faith still clung. Clung to Jack’s memory. Clung to his mother—the only remaining link to the happiest time in her life.
A light knock sounded on the door. Faith opened it and focused on the eviction notice in Olivia’s hand.
“They’re not only evicting everyone in this apartment complex, they’ve made an offer for every house across the street, even Dulcie’s,” Olivia said, breathless. “That side of the street is to be the parking lot.”
Faith gaped, unable to think of a word to say. What would her mother-in-law do? What would they all do? Finally, her thought found a voice. “What will Dulcie do without a home?”
“She’s on her way over so we can talk about it.” Olivia grabbed Faith and hugged her tight, then stepped back, still holding hands. “It’ll be OK, Faith. Dulcie and I, we’ll be with you, whatever you decide.”
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