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The town the God forgot
The curse of New Hampshire and the Salem witch trials
2012 Doomsday. The Mayan death prophecy
’an old market town’. This description came from a young policewoman, attending our house after my father had tried to done a really stupid thing, and had jumped from a railway bridge. As a pre-teenage boy, those words managed to stay with me all of my life. As I grew older, I married and had four children of my own here, and it’s been my home for over thirty three years.
Beatrice Emily Worsdell and Horace Frank Hyde
Percy Topliss The monacled mutineer
The death of Sally Sinclair
It was recorded that:
“Roger Panes was shut up during November 1973, because of the way he treated another member of the brethren over a minor technical offence, and shut up that person wilfully.”
“He shut up that person wrongly. That was not right. It was contrary to the accepted code and violations of the Divine Principles involved in the Brethren.”
“This ’shutting up’ was carried out by Mr. Panes without the consent of other members of the Brethren.Between November and February, members of the Brethren had called on Mr. Panes five or six times but the matter had not been resolved.”
The punishment of being ‘shut up’ was far more severe than it sounds. The punishment meant that no other member of the Brethren, were allowed to associate with Roger Panes, or indeed any of his family. It also was agreed that if it was mutually agreed between him and his wife, he would be shut up from his family, that is to say he would be cut off from the rest of his family within his own household. This meant he did not sleep with his wife or eat with the rest of his family.
In February of 1974 Roger Panes was admitted to Winchester Hospital after taking an overdose. The doctor had asked his wife the reason her husband had taken the overdose, she was told
‘It was a matter between him and God’.
She would offer no further explanation.
On March 2, 1974, a meeting was held by the Brethren but no decision was taken to:
“Withdraw from him or excommunicate him.”
Three days later, a Post office engineer called at the Panes home, in order to fix a faulty telephone. He entered the premises in Salisbury Road. The body of Roger panes was hanging from a banister. A length of electric cable was around his neck. Immediately he called the police. But there were far worse secrets to be uncovered that day.
When the police arrived, they entered the house. In the front bedroom, they found the body of Mrs Pamela Panes. She had severe head injuries and had been hacked to death by an axe. The bodies of the three young children were found in other rooms, all had similar injuries, and all of them had been killed by axe wounds.
In another bedroom, the murder weapon a blood stained axe, with a seven and a half inch blade, was found. In Roger Panes bedroom a pair of trousers had been neatly placed. In these trousers was a note which read
“There’s never been such a wicked man. This house will have to be left empty or bulldozed. You go to the Brethren. I trust they will take you in. “Cry to God for mercy for you all and the dear children. The Lord is coming very soon.”
At the subsequent inquest, more than 150 members of the Brethren were in attendance in the public benches. Detective Chief Inspector Stanley Atkinson explained to the court, that when the 41 year old was cast out from the group, it was simply more anguish than he could bear.
The jury returned the verdict, that Roger Panes had murdered his wife and three children, and then he had committed suicide while the balance of his mind was disturbed.
When summing up to the jury, the coroner Mr Ronald Bowker recorded:
“It is up to anyone in this country to follow such religious beliefs as he pleases, without question. The only qualification I suppose one would make is if such beliefs are thought to be injurious to the community as a whole or individuals in particular.These might be matters for inquiry, but matters for inquiry elsewhere and not here.”
As a footnote, a press commentary at the time had noted: The Exclusive Brethren is notorious for the severity of its discipline and was ruled with an iron hand by its world leader, Big Jim Taylor, until his death in 1970.
Miss Worsdell aged 25 had been in service in Cobham, where she was employed as a cook. It was here that she met Horace Frank Hyde aged 36. As lovers do, they spent time together, fell in love, and quickly became engaged to marry.For some reason unknown, the engagement was broken off.
Emily came home and she began working at Kimpton Manor, where she again found employment as a cook. Hyde was still desperately fond of Emily, and continued to write her numerous letters. The last of the letters asked that Emily would afford him, one final good-bye.
The day before he visited, Hyde had been having tea with his brother at around five in the evening. His brother recalled that he seemed very much affected by the breaking off of the engagement, to the point where he had turned to alcohol to try and drown his feelings.
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