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David Bale checked his watch. Just on eleven-thirty PM. He opened the car door and got out, closing it after him. From a pocket of his jacket he took a cigarette pack and a cheap plastic lighter. Once he had a smoke burning he leaned back against the side of his taxi and gazed up at the sky.
It was a beautiful night, as they often were in winter. The sky always seemed clearer and the stars brighter.
Business had been really quiet tonight and David was bored. Only two rides in the past three hours. To alleviate the boredom somewhat he commenced blowing smoke rings at the moon. That got tedious after three or four so he stopped and checked his watch again.
His ride was parked at a taxi rank on the outskirts of the city centre. All the drivers were required to take turns at the quieter locations, and tonight was his go. He hated these gigs. Apart from the boredom and lack of activity, the money was less, as each driver’s pay was made up of a cut of the fares for that shift. Tonight he’d barely made enough to buy a few packs of cigarettes.
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