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INTRODUCTION

 


Dr. Jack Hyles once stated that in every living
person there is a book that must be published to help the cause of
Christ. I believe he was and is right. Every child of God has
Ephesians 2:10 at work in his life. The “ordained works” at play in
the life of every child of God as he interacts with other human
beings are a part of God’s plan. No man lives to himself, and no
man dies to himself. It is an affirmation of the will of man to
accomplish God’s will in his life when he allows the good and bad
of others to affect his life. I believe in insulation, not
isolation.

It is an impossibility to live in this world
without this world touching our individual worlds. Although we are
not to be of this world, we cannot help it if we are in this world.
I refuse to dip my sails when it comes to separation from the
world. Worldly Christians are doing more damage to the cause of
Christ than all the liberals in Christianity. However, it is
imperative that we learn and grow as we battle in the world to win
souls to Christ. According to the book of Romans, there are two
parts to separation. One is separation from the world and the other
is separation to the Gospel.

In this process, we find ourselves with a new
adventure every day we live. Satan has his next move already
prepared on the chessboard of life. The child of God’s only hope is
to prayerfully approach each day begging for God’s help before he
makes a move. The book of Ephesians chapter six refers to “the
evil day.” Satan is just waiting for the day that we, as God’s
children, wake up and make a move on our own. He will not conquer
us as long as we depend upon God for each daily move on the
chessboard of life. However, the day we wake up and make a move
based on our wisdom is the day Satan will say, “Checkmate.” All of
God’s children are just twenty-four hours away from blowing it.

In order to avoid such catastrophic moves, we
need all the help that is available. It is imperative that the
child of God read his Bible every day, not just to say he has read
twenty chapters, but also to get one thing out of the Word of God
to strengthen his new nature. It is essential that the child of God
pray every day. It is necessary that the child of God go soul
winning every week of the world. It is vital that the child of God
attend every church service. It is critical that every child of God
listen to his Man of God. It is of the utmost importance that the
child of God obey financial principles and give tithes and
offerings to his local church.

When the basics of the Christian life are as
natural as breathing, then that person has a foundation to build
upon. God then begins to bring events and individuals into his life
to help perfect him. We enjoy the good while we endure the bad, but
both help mature the child of God.

The Bible gives us the parameters. The Bible
gives us the “thou shalt not’s.” The Bible gives us “commandments.”
When the child of God has put together the basics of the Christian
life, the “don’ts” and the “do’s” of the Christian life, then it
becomes necessary to gain from the experience of those who have
lived longer to fill in the empty spaces of life.

Dr. Jack Hyles explained to me about his methods
of counseling, and I was awed by what I heard. One of the things he
taught me can be summed up in one word, “odds.” Brother Hyles used
“odds” to help him counsel matters that were not covered in the
Bible. In keeping track of his counseling for forty plus years, he
discovered some things that turned out disastrously, along with
some exceptions. He then developed odds. In so doing, he could
pretty much tell anyone on any given subject what the odds were of
it working out for them. I have been in the ministry for over three
decades. That one thing has helped me more than any other single
piece of advice I have received through the years. I allowed Dr.
Hyles’ twenty plus years’ advantage on my ministry to be the veto
on major decisions in my ministry. I am so glad I did. It has
helped our ministry immensely. His experience in the ministry is
gold and silver to me.

The purpose of this book is to give some
thoughts about the ministry and life in general that could be used
to help someone grow to a higher level of walk with God and develop
“odds” based on experience. Maybe a pastor, a staff person, or a
layman may glean just one thought to help him cope, capture, and
capitalize on life’s defeats or victories through the experiences
of others. JUST A THOUGHT!
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The New Independence

 


Every generation must decide about its place in
history before that generation can make history. Independent
Baptist churches have always been on the cutting edge. By their
very nature, they are a stubborn, volatile group. The
independence of the independents has led to strong opinions
about everything under the sun. Yet, in the face of adversity, this
maverick consistently produces the finest leaders in America.

There have always been a few men of God who, not
of their own choosing, have risen to leadership. The deep concern
of the struggling majority is to accomplish what these few men of
God have accomplished. Their struggle will force a few of the
followers, also not of their own choosing, to be our next leaders.
As a result, they become targets not only of the Devil, but also of
the brethren. If these men who are in the lead can maintain their
independence and their position on the fundamentals, nothing
and no one will destroy them. The central purpose of keeping people
out of Hell gives substance and support to everything else. The
parameters of doctrine and duty give security to the rest of
us.

I pastor an independent Baptist church. These
two plus decades of ministry at the Longview Baptist Temple of
Longview, Texas, have blossomed and expanded because of our
independence. Longview Baptist Temple split six months after
I became pastor, and freedom came to run buses, to win souls, to
baptize thousands of converts, to start Texas Baptist College,
The Baptist Magazine, IBWM, Longview Baptist Academy (Bus
Kids’ School), National Soul-Winning Clinic, National Teen
Convention, and numerous other ministries. The initial pain we felt
was overshadowed long ago by the fruit of that liberty. You must
decide, as we did, to pay the price for independence. “Truth
crushed to earth shall rise again” is still a true axiom.

When independents remove themselves from the
influences that brought them their independence, they tend
to create ministries without the Man of God. History has recorded
the names of the Men of God who have provided our heritage and the
inheritance that is a vital impetus to this generation. J. Frank
Norris’ philosophies must be kept alive. John R. Rice’s
philosophies must be kept alive. Lester Roloff’s philosophies must
be kept alive. Dr. Jack Hyles’ philosophies must be kept alive. In
addition, the present-day men of God who link yesterday with today,
Dr. Lee Roberson and Dr. Tom Malone, also merit our attention, our
honor, and our respect.

These men, along with others, personify the
independence that independents must emulate. We cannot allow
ourselves to become puppets to man-made organizations. We must have
prophets of God who hold the line, who are accountable to God, and
who are available to man.

Please be kind in thought to the men who
articulate the position of the men of God who gave us our heritage.
Allow the young men of God who are building great soul-winning
churches to make their mistakes. Please overlook their brashness,
for they are nothing more than “a chip off the old block.”

There are also hundreds of other independents
who are as much mavericks as J. Frank Norris, John R. Rice, Dr.
Jack Hyles, and Lester Roloff. Thus, there is an untapped pool of
maverick churches that will feed this movement for years to come if
they maintain their independence.

Look out! The independent mavericks who enjoy
their independence will not go away; they will only
multiply. JUST A THOUGHT!

 


 



 A Tribute to Dr. Jack Hyles

 


The First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana,
has been a gathering place of large crowds for the past four plus
decades. These masses of people came to hear a modern-day miracle
named Jack Frasure Hyles. For thirty-seven years, thousands had
come together from around the nation and many foreign countries on
the third week of March to sit at the feet of one who was not a
miracle worker, but rather a miracle. The late Dr. Jack Hyles
became America’s Pastor, with thousands and thousands of pastors
looking to him as such. John Wesley said, “The world is my parish.”
America became Dr. Hyles’ parish, not because he said so, but
because America’s fundamentalist pastors made it so.

Dr. Hyles covered this nation like a blanket for
five decades via his preaching. I have had the privilege of knowing
him for three of those five decades. I spoke on the same conference
program with Dr. Hyles in December of 1978 for the first time. I
spoke on the same program with Dr. Hyles at his last Bible
Conference in Monterey, Mexico, in January 2001. For twenty-two
years, I had the privilege of sharing the pulpit with him. His
influence never waned, even in the hottest of battles. When
so-called friends became his enemies, he continued to be a friend
to them and a friend to others. As a result, thousands were
befriended by him, and thus, he never lacked for friends.

Jack Hyles, America’s Pastor, in essence, was an
unknown quantity. No one on this side of Heaven will ever be able
to capture on paper the real Jack Frasure Hyles. He was as
mysterious as he was obvious. He was as complex as he was simple.
Just when you thought you had him figured out, he amazed you with a
previously unseen perspective. Jack Hyles was perpetually in search
of truth. Jack Hyles was perpetually dispersing discovered truth.
He never had “sticky fingers” when it came to anything in his life.
Whether it was money, methods, or truths, someone else always
benefited from his search and research. Wrapping up profundity in
simplicity was vintage Jack Frasure Hyles. Bible truths that
escaped the weary eyes of others always seemed to jump out and
capture his ever alert mind. He was a keen observer of human
nature. He was a student of the history of older preachers and
their ministries. He scientifically analyzed life and broke it down
into practical formulas. He had a Bible formula for every aspect of
life.

Dr. Hyles never quit producing, which caused him
to be an enigma. Instead of producing less as he grew older, he
produced more, becoming a different breed from his contemporaries,
who had slowed down with age. Dr. Hyles stayed fresh and youthful,
partly by surrounding himself with youth. The young aggressive men
of God he ran with kept him young because they reminded him of the
young Jack Hyles. He descended and ascended at will, to be all
things to all men. He lowered himself to the young naïve preacher,
yet rose to the heights of a veteran pastor, being at home with
both. Dr. Hyles was not a dead legend; he was a living mentor. He
was actively involved in every facet of life’s cycle. While most
men of God drift in their old age, living off the past, Dr. Hyles
remained young by being a producer, not a sustainer. He allowed
that which he birthed to be a challenge to himself. He had the
unique ability to go to the end of a matter first and then return
to the beginning before proceeding on purpose toward a
predetermined end. His sermons were masterpieces. His Bible studies
were classics. America has lived off the legacy of truths
overlooked by the nominal Bible student, while the eagle eye of
this man harvested these great truths. His sermon tapes still
circle the globe. His books have transformed not only America, but
also many foreign countries.

A Filipino pastor told me that revival in the
Philippines is occurring right now because someone in his country
purchased some books and sermon tapes by Dr. Jack Hyles. Day in and
day out, his one thousand plus preacher boys around the world win
souls and baptize converts. Even his critics cannot dismiss this
easily.

The aging process somehow eluded this Man of
God. Even at age seventy-four, none of us who were privileged to
preach with him could keep up with him.

His pulpiteering was a work of art. One sentence
in a sermon may have cost him hours, but to him it was worth it. To
Jack Hyles there were no trivialities. Everything he did, he did on
purpose. Everything he started, he had already completed in his
mind. I asked his sister, Mrs. Earlyne Stephens, if he always had
depth of thought. She replied, “Yes! Even as a lad he would sit by
the hour, contemplating life.” Depth is a word that can and should
be used to describe this miracle named Jack Hyles.

Meekness is another word you could use. If
“evenness” is the definition of meekness, then Dr. Hyles qualified
as a meek man. Consistency, compassion, conviction, and many other
words could be used to describe this Man of God. When introducing
Dr. Hyles, one pastor said, “You have never been loved until you
have been loved by Jack Hyles.”

His insatiable drive for justice, fairness, and
appropriateness was as unique as the man. He became the greatest
present-day example of the selfless life. He watched as those in
whom he invested divested themselves from him. Yet he never broke
stride, producing yet another preacher boy, another convert,
another youth conference, another campaign, another big day,
another Pastors’ School, or the answer for another broken heart.
Years ago, Dr. Hyles gave me the following advice, “Never break
stride!” I could heed his advice because he never broke stride
himself.

He stayed when others left. He stood when others
fell. He fought when others surrendered. He loved when others
hated. He went forward when others turned back. He kept on trusting
humanity when others quit trusting humanity. He kept his door open
to the fallen when others shut the door. He flew to the side of the
fallen preacher without hesitation. Time and time again, America’s
pastor rose from the dust of apparent defeat. His crisp, manly
walk, his impish smile, his sarcastic humor, his wit to be matched
by the wit of no other living man, woman, or beast, his throat
clearing, his deep, thunderous voice, his piercing brown eyes, his
room-filling laughter, his preaching that was an unusual blend of
laughter, tears, and fight that quickly carried all of us to a
point of a personal decision, and his unique ability to say what
was on the hearts and minds of the young, hell-fire and damnation
preacher pastoring a few people, were a magnet to thousands.

I never heard him preach a sermon or deliver a
Bible study that the power of God did not rest upon. Out of the
thousands of times that I heard him preach, there was not one
“dud.” Through the three decades of knowing Dr. Hyles, I have gone
from church member, to college student, to young pastor, to sharing
platforms with America’s pastor; and he always remained the same. I
have flown five million miles and preached in forty-eight states.
Since 1978, I have had the privilege of preaching with Dr. Hyles
all over America and in several foreign countries. I observed him
on a first-hand basis as he did his best to help pastors and their
churches. His hours of counseling America’s pastors were mind
boggling to me. His ability to preach such physically exhaustive
sermons, perfectly prepared and spectacularly delivered, and then
to give his mind to the burdens of another, was beyond
comprehension. To care for thousands of church members, while
making each one feel important, was in itself a task, let alone
being compelled to be America’s Pastor.

He bridged the past to the present. He gave
insight to G.B. Vick, John Rice, Bill Rice, Bob Jones Sr., Lester
Roloff, and many others whom this generation would not have known
as well as it does if it were not for Dr. Hyles. He took the best
qualities of them all and incorporated them into his own life. The
result was balance. He often called himself the “general
practitioner.” Because of his wisdom, Dr. Bill Rice called him
“Solomon.” Dr. John Rice called him “Soul Winner” and “Church
Builder” because he did both. Lester Roloff called him “Friend”
because he was a friend. He gave us in the present those from the
past. He was, in my opinion, the most complete Man of God ever to
mount a pulpit because he not only observed, but also absorbed, the
best qualities from the best men.

Dr. Jack Hyles preached for over half a century,
which is remarkable in itself. In addition, he successfully
pastored for over half a century. Dr. Hyles dissected his own life
to give the next generation of fundamental preachers the helps they
needed to succeed.

There is not one spot in America where you will
not find the influence of Dr. Hyles. The dear church that I pastor,
the Longview Baptist Temple, is forty-three years old. A preacher
boy from First Baptist Church took a handful of people and
literally gave life to this church. Now, for these past two plus
decades, our church has grown to an average of four thousand plus
each week in our Sunday schools. Why? Because of the influence of
America’s Pastor. When Dr. Hyles was alive, he dedicated every
building built on our property in these four decades. There is no
doubt that ninety-nine of the top one hundred soul-winning Baptist
churches in America owe their very existence to God using this Man
of God. Hardly a week goes by that I do not meet someone whose
ministry was transformed because of the ministry of Dr. Jack
Hyles.

Years ago, Dr. John Rice teamed up with Dr.
Hyles, and they became known as “Haggai and Zechariah.” The Sword
Conferences Dr. Rice and Dr. Hyles preached in are the ones the
older preachers and Christians talk about when they speak of “the
one thing that made a difference in their lives.” Yet Dr. Hyles’
influence did not diminish; it expanded. Why? Because the man
himself was never a sustainer, he always was, as Dr. Lee Roberson
called him, “a survivor” and a producer.

Do you want a man of prayer? Do you want a soul
winner? Do you want a Bible student? Do you want a man who had
wisdom? Do you want a man who was Spirit-filled? Do you want a man
who had common sense? Do you want a poet? Do you want an author? Do
you want an educator? Do you want a man who was debt free? Do you
want a Man of God who was a loving husband, father, and
grandfather? Do you want a pulpiteer? Do you want a great Bible
teacher? Do you want a motivator? Do you want an organizer? Do you
want compassion? Do you want a church builder?

Do you want a man who knew how to love? Do you
want a man who had knowledge? Do you want a man who walked with
God? Do you want a man who was loyal? Do you want a man of
conviction? Do you want an independent Baptist Preacher? Do you
want a songwriter? Do you want someone who could make you laugh? Do
you want someone who could be at home with anyone? Do you want
someone who could preach to ten thousand people and yet make you
feel as if he was talking just to you? Do you want someone who
could pastor 200,000 plus people successfully? Do you want the only
Baptist Pastor in history to have one million souls come to Christ
through his ministry? Do you want a man who loved his enemies? Do
you want a man who cared? Do you want a man who always ended up on
top? Do you want a man who baptized 15,000 converts in one
year?

Do you want someone you would never tire of
being around? Do you want a man who paid his bills on time? Do you
want a man who believed the King James Bible is the only English
Bible? Do you want a Man of God who could successfully attract
seven thousand teenagers every summer to a youth conference? Do you
want a man who pastored the largest church in America?

When you think of the late Dr. Jack Hyles, you
must think in terms of Pastor. He never outgrew the office of
pastor. Success that wrought so many spectacular opportunities
never interfered with his role as pastor. It would be a difficult
thing to find someone who has not let the demands diminish the
day-to-day work of pastoring. The accolades and the many
accomplishments seemed to enhance his desires for the pastorate,
not diminish them. When all else is said and written, there will be
nothing greater said of Jack Hyles, the Man of God, than what is
represented by the title, Pastor.

Dr. Jack Hyles? Yes!

Educator Jack Hyles? Yes!

Author Jack Hyles? Yes!

Conference speaker Jack Hyles? Yes!

Leader of Leaders Jack Hyles? Yes!

Counselor Jack Hyles? Yes!

Chancellor Jack Hyles? Yes!

CEO Jack Hyles? Yes!

In conclusion, you will find this man summed up
in five words: “Dr. Jack Hyles – America’s Pastor.” JUST A
THOUGHT!

 


 




And They Call Us Fanatics?

 


There are 400,000 churches in America. Of those,
40,000 are Southern Baptist Convention churches, 10,000 of which
reported not one convert or one baptism in 1995. Think about that!
This means that one out of every four SBC churches you pass by did
not have one single person walk their church aisles professing
faith in Christ in 1995.

Friends, there is a vacuum in our nation, and
that vacuum is slowly being filled by more than 18,000 independent
Baptist churches. A growing number of these churches passionately
practice during the week what 10,000 SBC churches only talk about
in Sunday school. If there is a Hell, and if people who die without
Christ go there, then no church should be called fanatical or
cultist that aggressively tries to keep people out of that
Hell.

It is amazing to me that a pastor running fifty
to sixty in Sunday school is hardly ever accused of being a cult
leader. However, you let that same Man of God get excited about
soul winning, about running Sunday school buses, about preaching
the Bible with enthusiasm, and the cult comments begin.

We are in Dallas Cowboys football country. Funny
thing, that organization has never been called “cultist” or a
“cult.” Take that same type of fanaticism, that same type of
enthusiasm, and put it into a Baptist church setting, and someone
is going to say, “I think it is a cult!” Nobody makes the Cowboys’
football fans dress the way they dress. They want to dress that
way. They want everyone to know they are Cowboys’ fans. Nobody
makes the Cowboys’ fans attend their games. They want to attend
their games. Nobody makes the Cowboys’ fans “tithe” $75 for a game
ticket. They want to pay $75 for a game ticket. Nobody makes the
Cowboys’ fans “give offerings” of $25 for hot dogs. They want to
pay $25 for hot dogs.

Yet, you let a pastor or church members get
excited and begin to dress conservatively, and they will be called
“fanatics”. Let them begin to give tithes and offerings to their
church, let them begin to attend regularly and get excited about
doing so, and they will be tagged as “cultist.” Is there a Hell? Do
people who die without Christ spend an eternity in Hell? Is Hell a
bottomless pit? Do people who go to Hell stay there forever? Yes,
there is a Hell. How, then, can anybody criticize someone for doing
something about it?

The word “fable” is the nearest word in the
Bible to the word “cult.” This word means, “to initiate,”
“intuition,” “a tale,” or “a myth.” Put it all together, and you
have “to initiate by intuition, a tale or a myth.” The Apostle Paul
repeatedly warned people about cults. When a church or an
individual perverts the Word of God for their own purposes, they
may be laying a foundation for a cult. However, this does not mean
that every time churches or individuals have minor disagreements
over what the Bible teaches that one of them must be in a cult or
is a cult leader.

Aggressiveness in soul winning, aggressiveness
in leadership, and aggressiveness in organization are not “cultic
activities.” Unfortunately, Satan and his cults are very often more
aggressive in their outreach (i.e., the Mormons and Jehovah’s
Witnesses), more aggressive in leadership, and more aggressive in
organization than the average church.

When a church is as aggressive about truth as
Satan and his people are about non-truth, others conclude that the
church must be a cult. Be careful that you do not mistake an
aggressive soul-winning church as “cultic” when there ought to be
more churches aggressively winning souls and obeying the Great
Commission. JUST A THOUGHT!

 


 



 Kids Killing Kids

 


On October 1, 1997, a sixteen-year-old high
school student in Pearl, Mississippi, was accused of killing his
mother and then going to school where he shot nine students. Two
died, including the boy’s former girlfriend. Authorities later
accused six friends of conspiracy, claiming the suspects were part
of a group that dabbled in Satanism.

In West Paducah, Kentucky, on December 1, 1997,
a boy opened fire on a student prayer circle in a hallway at Heath
High School. Three students were killed and five were wounded. A
fourteen-year-old student, described as emotionally immature, was
arrested.

On December 15, 1997, a sniper in the woods
wounded two students outside a school in the southwestern Arkansas
town of Stamps.

The biggest increase of violent crimes in
America occurs in as many as 57% of our public schools. Crimes of
apparent premeditated murder by children have brought much pain and
anguish to our nation, resulting in a great deal of soul searching
by the American public.

One five-year-old boy’s mother told police in
Indiana that a boy beat her son bloody in an attempt to steal his
skateboard. Seven LaPorte County, Indiana, teens are currently
going through the court system after being charged with the armed
robbery of a liquor store in Westville, Indiana. A sixteen-year-old
boy was sentenced to sixty years in prison on a murder conviction.
A ten-year-old boy was arrested on a charge of attempted
robbery.

The shocking shootings in three Southern states
have caused alarm and a re-evaluation of our state laws concerning
violent juvenile crime. The nation was shocked by the March 24,
1998, shooting incident in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Four children and
one heroic, pregnant teacher were gunned down, allegedly by two
boys, ages eleven and thirteen. This tragedy has caused much debate
to surface on the subject of “Kids Killing Kids.”

Experts agree that the type of violence seen in
the nation’s schools has grown more deadly. New York psychologist
Carol Freeman says, “It used to be that the real problem kids would
occasionally be surly, but everything has escalated. Now kids have
access to money, drugs, alcohol, and weapons. Things have changed,
and they have the opportunities to do these horrible things.” Vic
Strasburger, professor of pediatrics at the University of New
Mexico School of Medicine, stated, “Clearly the biggest message
from movies and TV is that violence is an acceptable solution to
complex problems.” One teacher said, “The kids feel they have to
resolve their own problems. Their parents are not available to
them, and guns are. They see violence as a way to solve problems.”
Strasburger concluded, “This isn’t just an Arkansas problem. This
is an American problem.”

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/22175
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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