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 Introduction

 


“No one will
ever know,” wrote the German novelist Heinrich Böll, “how many
novels, poems, analyses, confessions, sufferings and joys have been
piled up on this continent called Love, without it ever having
turned out to be totally investigated.” Part of the paradox of love
is its immeasurability, its elusiveness of definition, the variety
of its objects and manifestations. This book collects the
observations on love of 166 recipients of the Nobel Prize, a group
that includes some of the most distinguished minds of the last
hundred years.

 


We may take it
that Nobel laureates are no more immune than ordinary mortals to
the experience of deep attachment, and to the resultant sense of
heightened well-being, that we call love. Indeed, without such
passion for their chosen field of endeavour, they would be unlikely
to realize the achievements that result in the Nobel Prize. The
novelist Ivo Andric remarked that “Every working day is a
celebration for me,” and with this sentiment most Nobel laureates
from every field would agree.

 


In the popular
mind, love refers primarily to romantic love, a frequent subject in
the work of recipients of the Nobel prize for literature. A
substantial part of this book is devoted to their observations of
interpersonal love, both romantic and erotic. If the scientists
write less on this topic, it is because their primary commitments
are elsewhere; nevertheless, it is worth noting how frequent are
successful marriages among the science prize winners. In the first
century of the prize, the divorce rate among recipients of the
prizes for Chemistry, Medicine, and Physics, was less than 7 per
cent; for the Literature laureates it was 23 per cent. The
stability of a happy marriage is no doubt a factor in professional
success. So thought Linus Pauling, who won two Nobel prizes; he
advised those seeking a career in science to “get married young,
and stay married.” Winston Churchill would have agreed. Referring
to the family home of the Marlboroughs, he wrote: “At Blenheim I
took two very important decisions: to be born and to marry. I am
happily content with the decision I took on both those
occasions.”

 


If the
laureates are deeply attached to their partners, families, and
homes, they are no less attached to their homeland. This is not
necessarily the land of their birth; indeed, exile and immigration
are common experiences of Nobel laureates. Many Israeli laureates
immigrated from less congenial countries. Even more future
laureates left Europe for Britain and America during the 1930s.
Prior to the rise of Adolf Hitler, German Nobel prizes in the
sciences outnumbered those awarded to Americans by 2:1; since
Hitler, this ratio has been reversed. Laureates from Albert
Einstein to Henry Kissinger have written movingly of the safety and
freedom they found in their new homeland. Following World War II, a
new flood of refugees left the countries of Eastern Europe for the
West, among them the writers Czeslaw Milosz, Joseph Brodsky, and
Alexandr Solzhenitsyn, and their feelings for the places they left,
and that to which they came, permeate their writing.

 


In the pages of
this book will be found many and varied observations on love by
Nobel laureates; by writers of their love of writing and
particularly of poetry; by scientists of experiment and discovery;
by peace laureates of justice and freedom; by academic laureates of
their students and of teaching; and by laureates from all fields of
relationships, of humanity, and of the natural world. Among Nobel
laureates there are few cynics and few pessimists, and this is as
Alfred Nobel would have wished. The creations of literature
laureates have given us a fuller depiction of the human passions.
The dedication of recipients of the prize for peace has prevented
or resolved much human conflict. The achievements of the scientists
have illuminated the wonders of nature, and their technical results
have enhanced human potential and reduced burdensome toil. And the
discoveries of the laureates in medicine have provided treatment
for many hitherto intractable diseases. Perhaps more than any other
community of individuals, the Nobel laureates, still fewer than one
thousand in number, have illuminated human love and mitigated the
obstacles that stand in its way.

 


 


Section
1

This
Continent Called Love




No one will
ever know how many novels, poems, analyses, confessions, sufferings
and joys have been piled up on this continent called Love, without
it ever having turned out to be totally investigated.

Heinrich
Böll

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1972

Nobel Lecture,
2 May 1973

 


That great
ambivalence, love.

Patrick
White

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1973

The Twyborn
Affair, 1979

 


Love is an
endless mystery for it has nothing else to explain it.

Rabindranath
Tagore

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1913

Fireflies,
1928

 


The human heart
is the same everywhere in the world.

Pearl Buck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1938

The People of
Japan, 1966

 


A good head and
a good heart are always a formidable combination.

Nelson
Mandela

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1993

Long Walk to
Freedom

 


The human hand
is meant for embracing and not for hitting.

The Fourteenth
Dalai Lama

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1989

Attributed

 


Wisdom is not
in reason, but in love.

André Gide

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1947

Fruits of the
Earth, 1897

 


In the security
bred of many harmless marriages, it had been forgotten that love is
no hothouse flower, but a wild plant, born of a wet night, born of
an hour of sunshine; sprung from wild seed, blown along the road by
a wild wind. A wild plant that, when it blooms by chance within the
hedge of our gardens, we call a flower; and when it blooms outside
we call a weed, but, flower or weed, whose scent and color are
always wild!

John
Galsworthy

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1932

The Man of
Property, 1906

 


I believe that
love invariably leads us aright…But it takes great courage and
faith to obey its promptings, and that, alas, is what we all
lack.

Selma
Lagerlöf

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1909

Memories of my
childhood, 1934

 


Most people
experience love, without noticing that there is anything remarkable
about it.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Dr. Zhivago,
1957

 


No man has ever
lived that had enough

Of children’s
gratitude or woman’s love.

W. B. Yeats

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1923

Vacillation, in
The Winding Stair, 1933

 


A man is what
he loves. That’s why he loves it: because he is a part of it.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

On Grief and
Reason, 1995

 


The duty of
each of us is not only to love others, but also and especially to
make oneself worthy to be loved by others.

Alexis
Carrel

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1912

Joseph T.
Durkin, Hope for our Time: Alexis Carrel on Man and Society,
1965

 


Love is most
nearly itself

When here and
now cease to matter.

T. S. Eliot

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1948

East Coker, in
Four Quartets, 1943

 


It is more
noble to give yourself completely to one individual than to labor
diligently for the salvation of the masses.

Dag
Hammarskjöld

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1961

Quoted in Beca
Lewis, The Shift to Spiritual Perception, 2002

 


It is better to
be hated for what you are than loved for what you are not.

André Gide

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1947

Attributed

 


Happy Birthday
Mrs. Chown! Tell your son to stop trying to fill your head with
science—for to fill your heart with love is enough!

Richard
Feynman

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1965

Letter to Mrs.
Chown, whose son Marcus had tried to enlist Feynman to encourage
his mother’s interest in science, which had been piqued by watching
Feynman on TV. Christopher Sykes, Ed., No Ordinary Genius: The
Illustrated Richard Feynman, 1994

 


If there is any
substitute for love, it’s memory; to memorize, then, is to restore
intimacy.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

New York Review
of Books, 1981

 


There can be no
deep disappointment where there is not deep love.

Martin Luther
King

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1964

Letter from
Birmingham Jail, 1963

 


Millions of
human beings long for love, but the word is only uttered in the
most sordid realms of journalism.

Eugenio
Montale

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1975

Poet in Out
Time, 1976

 


We have an
Arabic saying, “There can be no love except after enmity.”

Anwar
Al-Sadat

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1978

Those I have
Known, 1984

 


We love those
who hate our enemies, and if we had no enemies, there would be very
few people whom we should love.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Nobel
Acceptance Speech, 10 December 1950

 


Can I make
myself love? No one ever could since the world began.

John
Galsworthy

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1932

The Dark
Flower, 1913

 


Can you love me
while I have a full stomach and you are hungry?

Nadine
Gordimer

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1991

Living in Hope
and History, 1999

 


One can be in
love with several people at the same time, feel the same sorrow
with each, and not betray any of them.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Love in the
Time of Cholera, 1988

 


It may be true
that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can keep him from
lynching me, and I think that’s pretty important.

Martin Luther
King

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1964

Wall Street
Journal, 13 November 1962

 


Why should love
only be healed by love?

Selma
Lagerlöf

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1909

Gosta Berling’s
Saga, 1924

 


There are
people who love me very much (there are very few of them), and my
heart is in debt to them. For them I write this novel.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Letter to Olga
Freidenberg, 1 October 1948. In Edith W. Clowes, Ed., Doctor
Zhivago: A Critical Companion, 1995

 


Love is the
recognition, in the beloved person, of that gift of flight that
characterizes all human creatures.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Double
Flame, 1993

 


Love and
politics are the two extremes of human relationships: what is
public and what is private, the town square and the bedroom, the
group and the couple. Love and politics are two poles linked by an
arch: the person.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature1990

Itinerary,
1994

 


If love is in
bad shape now, it’s because politics is in bad shape—because the
notion of human beings has been degraded. We’re told that the
important thing is to make love well. But that is technique. Love
is more than technique. Imagination plays a very important part in
love and politics, and without imagination in both, we have this
catastrophe of modern life.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

Quoted in
Obituary, Washington Post 22 April 1998

 


A loving heart
is an inventive one.

Dominique
Pire

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1958

Nobel Lecture,
11 December 1958

 


 


Section
2

Love Is
or It Ain’t




Love is or it
ain’t. Thin love ain’t love at all.

Toni
Morrison

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1993

Beloved

 


The opposite of
love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of art is not
ugliness, it's indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy,
it's indifference. And the opposite of life is not death, it's
indifference.

Elie Wiesel

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1986

US News and
World Report, 27 October 1986

 


I have always
preferred the folly of the passions to the wisdom of
indifference.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

The Crime of
Sylvester Bonnard, 1881

 


They’re the
opposites, solitude and love. Perhaps love is the only option, the
only salvation that remains to us.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Gene H.
Bell-Villada, Ed., Conversations with Gabriel García Márquez,
2006

 


Banks and love
are incompatible. If you don’t know that, you don’t know
bankers.

George Wald

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1967

Letter to
Boston Globe, 1980, on subject of a Nobel sperm bank

 


Of all forms of
caution, caution in love is perhaps the most fatal to true
happiness.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

The Conquest of
Happiness, 1930

 


Every person
who has loved and does not have the strength to continue loving
takes another step toward death.

Shimon
Peres

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1994

Shimon Peres
and Robert Little, For the Future of Israel, 1998

 


If someone here
told me to write a book on morality, it would have a hundred pages
and ninety-nine would be blank. On the last page I should write: “I
recognize only one duty, and that is to love.”

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Notebooks,
1935-42, 1962

 


Power—like love
is a double-edged sword: One wields it and is wounded by it. It
generates a state of pure exaltation and, at the same time, its
opposite: the search for an irresistible, fugitive joy, comparable
only to the search for an idealized love that one longs for but
fears, pursues but never attains.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

News of a
Kidnapping, 1996

 


Each of us has
his own way of loving and hating; and this love or this hatred
reflects his whole personality.

Henri
Bergson

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1927

Ottar G.
Draugsvold, Ed. Nobel Writers on Writing, 2000

 


Those we love,
we do not judge.

Jean-Paul
Sartre

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1964

The Condemned
of Altona, 1960

 


If you judge
people, you have no time to love them.

Mother
Teresa

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1979

Attributed

 


All normal
people have more or less welcomed the death of those they
loved.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Outsider,
1942

 


There is
something we hate in those we love, and something we like in our
worst enemies; it is simply a matter of letting the light fall on
one side or the other.

François
Mauriac

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1952

Letters on Art
and Literature, 1953

 


No one is born
hating another person because of the colour of his skin or his
background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they
can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more
naturally to the human heart than its opposite.

Nelson
Mandela

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1993

A Long Walk to
Freedom, 1994

 


If you have any
hatred left in your heart, get on your knees, get on your knees.
It’s time to wipe away hatred and disharmony and animosities and
distrust. Get on your knees and forgive those you feel hate you and
vice versa.

Martin Luther
King

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1964

Quoted by Jimmy
Carter in Wesley G. Pippert, Ed., The Spiritual Journey of Jimmy
Carter, 1978

 


 


Section
3

Love
Reciprocated




Love
reciprocated is always rejuvenating.

T. S. Eliot

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1948

Replying to
toast by Jacob Epstein on his 70th birthday, 1958, a year or two
after his marriage at 68 to Valerie Fletcher, aged 30. Peter
Ackroyd, T. S. Eliot: A Life, 1984

 


Enjoy love
while you may. By night by day, in winter, and in summer! That is
why you are in this world, and all the rest is vanity and smoky
deception. There is but one science: love! There is but one wealth:
love! There is but one system of politics: love!

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

Jean Jacques
Brousson, Anatole France Himself, 1925

 


Here I
understand what is meant by glory: the right to love without
limits. There is only one love in this world. To clasp a woman’s
body is also to hold in one’s arms this strange joy that descends
from sky to sea.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Nuptials at
Tipasa, 1937

 


A loveless
world is a dead world, and always there comes an hour when one is
weary of prisons, of one’s work, and of devotion to duty, and all
one craves for is a loved face, the warmth and wonder of a loving
heart.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Plague,
1947

 


You are the
blessing in a stride toward perdition,

When living sickens more than sickness does itself;

The root of beauty is audacity,

And that is what draws us to each other.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 958

Autumn, in Dr.
Zhivago, 1957

 


Life had taken
on the task of teaching them that the joy of love was not meant to
lull you to sleep, but to keep you struggling together.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

News of a
Kidnapping, 1996

 


To love someone
is to see a miracle invisible to others.

François
Mauriac

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1952

Attributed

 


Whenever his
heart comes in contact with other hearts, something immediately
starts to grow.

Dominique
Pire

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1958

Nobel Lecture,
11 December 1958

 


If there is one
thing one can always yearn for, and sometimes attain, it is human
love.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Plague,
1947

 


If you have
loved some woman and some country you are very fortunate and, if
you die afterwards it makes no difference.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

The Green Hills
of Africa, 1935

 


Beyond time or
place I keep the faith.

Follow a path
or follow no path,

don’t fear the
night or the rainy wind.

Call me to come
to you, now at the end

and come to me,
soul of my soul, my friend.

Gabriela
Mistral

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1945

I Sing What you
Loved, from Winepress, 1954
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The
Supreme Misfortune




Like all the
great creations of humanity, love is twofold: it is the supreme
happiness and supreme misfortune.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Double
Flame, 1993

 


O how I love
the rose

And how the
thorn loves me!

Gabriela
Mistral

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1945

Riches, in
Clearcut, 1938

 


What goes by
the name of love is banishment, with now and then a postcard from
the homeland.

Samuel
Beckett

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1969

First Love,
written 1946

 


What one really
needs is not Nobel laureates but love. How do you think one gets to
be a Nobel laureate? Wanting love, that’s how. Wanting it so bad
one works all the time and ends up a Nobel laureate. It’s a
consolation prize.

George Wald

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1967

Letter to
Boston Globe, 1980, on subject of a Nobel sperm bank

 


The only two
powers that trouble the deeps are religion and love, the others
make a little trouble on the surface.

W. B. Yeats

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1923

Louis MacNeice,
W. B. Yeats, 1941

 


We can live
without religion and meditation, but we cannot survive without
human affection.

The Fourteenth
Dalai Lama

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1989

Attributed

 


Perhaps it is
possible to live without love

but to die
without love

is
desperation.

Jaroslav
Seifert

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1984

The Selected
Poetry of Jaroslav Seifert, 1986

 


The wax
effigies of lovers are stuck with countless pins.

Patrick
White

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1973

The Twyborn
Affair, 1979

 


.…two thirsts
that cannot be long neglected if all one’s being is not to dry up,
the thirst to love and the thirst to admire. For there is only
misfortune in not being loved; there is misery in not loving. All
of us today, are dying of this misery.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Summer,
1954

 


As all the
specialists in passion teach us, there is no eternal love but what
is thwarted.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Myth of
Sisyphus, 1942

 


There is no
love without dissonance. In vain do two hearts beat one against the
other; they never beat alike.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize
forLiterature, 1921

On Life and
Letters, First Series, 1888

 


Perhaps a great
love is never returned.

Dag
Hammarskjöld

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1961

Markings,
1964

 


If two people
love each other there can be no happy end to it.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

Death in the
Afternoon, 1932

 


It is stupid to
expect or hope that a woman that you love should love all the
things that you do.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

True at First
Light, 1999

 


Love is an
illness, but it is not mortal.

Selma
Lagerlöf

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1909

Invisible
Links, 1899

 


There is
nothing like early-childhood deprivation for creating people (men
and women) who fall drastically and repeatedly for out-of-reach
loves.

Doris
Lessing

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2007

Walking in the
Shade, 1997

 


With good
intentions, you can do a lot of harm. For instance, by loving
someone you can wreck someone’s life as substantially as by
hating.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

Interview,
Boston Globe, 13 February 1988

 


Love has
certainly caused more grief in the world than murder.

Konrad
Lorenz

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1973

On Life and
Living, 1988

 


When we lose
one we love, our bitterest tears are called forth by the memory of
hours when we did not love enough.

Maurice
Maeterlinck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1911

Wisdom and
Destiny, 1898

 


Love is divine
only and difficult always. If you think it is easy you are a fool.
If you think it is natural you are blind.

Toni
Morrison

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1993

Paradise,
1998

 


Love is so
short, forgetting is so long.

Pablo
Neruda

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1971

Poem XX,
Tonight I Can Write, in Twenty Love Poems and a Song of Despair,
1924

 


I used to think
getting old was about vanity—but actually it's about losing people
you love. Getting wrinkles is trivial.

O’Neill,
Eugene

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1936

Attributed

 


If it is so
painful to love and to be charged with this electric current, how
much more painful must it be to a woman and to be the current, and
to inspire love.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Dr. Zhivago,
1958

 


If you go and
die far from me,

you’ll hold out
your hollowed hand

for ten years
underground,

to catch my
tears,

feeling the
trembling

of the
suffering flesh,

until my bones
crumble

into dust on
your face.

Gabriela
Mistral

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1945

God Wills It,
in Desolation, 1922

 


There is a
general place in your brain, I think, reserved for “melancholy of
relationships past.” It grows and prospers as life progresses,
forcing you finally, against your better judgment, to listen to
country music.

Kary Mullis

Nobel Prize in
Chemistry, 1993

Dancing Naked
in the Mind Field, 1998
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Friendship is the Only Cement




Friendship is
the only cement that will ever hold the world together.

Woodrow
Wilson

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1919

Attributed

 


I said earlier
that love is tragic; I add here that friendship is a response to
tragedy.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Double
Flame, 1993

 


Choose your
friends carefully. Your enemies will choose you.

Yasir
Arafat

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1994

Attributed

 


If you’re
interested in people and respect their point of view, you want to
know more about them, which means that you listen to them, observe
them, and learn from them. It think that is how friendship
begins.

Aung San Suu
Kyi

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1991

The Voice of
Hope: Conversations with Alan Clements, 1997

 


What is
friendship but a mutual attraction and affinity of two minds, a
mutual valuing and being valued, just as love is made of wanting
and being wanted.

Salvador
Luria

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1969

Jacques Monod:
Scientist, Humanist, and Friend, in André Lwoff and Agnes Ullmann,
Eds., Origins of Molecular Biology: A Tribute to Jacques Monod,
1979

 


No matter how
you look at it, all the emotions connected with love are not really
immortal; like all other passions in life, they are bound to fade
at some point. The trick is to convert love into some lasting
friendship that overcomes the fading passion.

Harold
Pinter

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2005

Attributed

 


Mature age,
even after a full life, is a sad time because one’s friends start
to depart. One loses one’s partners in discourse, who provide
excitement and validation. More important, one loses the actuality
of long lasting friendships. Yet the memory of those friendships is
the evidence of existence fulfilled.

Salvador
Luria

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1969

Jacques Monod:
Scientist, Humanist, and Friend, in André Lwoff and Agnes Ullmann,
Eds., Origins of Molecular Biology: A Tribute to Jacques Monod,
1979

 


Good friends
are not good critics.

Ivo Andric

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1961

Letter to
Zdenka Markovic, 20 February 1921, Letters, 1984, Ed. Želimir B.
Juricic

 


The worst enemy
of any beginning writer is the group of loving friends.

Doris
Lessing

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2007

Under my skin,
1994

 


You don’t judge
friends by their past, but by their future. If you judge friends by
their past you will hardly ever have a friend.

Shimon
Peres

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1994

Shimon Peres
and Robert Little, For the Future of Israel, 1998

 


I hope,
however, that I may be permitted, at the close of these chapters,
to pay my last and special tribute to the heroes and martyrs of the
Irgun Zvaie Leumi. Their life was struggle; their death heroism;
their sacrifice sacred; their memory eternal.

Menachem
Begin

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1978

The Revolt,
1952

 


 


Section
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He Kissed
Me and Now I Am Someone Else




He kissed me
and now I am someone else.

Gabriela
Mistral

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1945

He Kissed Me,
in Desolation, 1922

 


I believe that
romantic love is the source of the most intense delights that life
has to offer.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Marriage and
Morals, 1959

 


A love affair,
a career, a revolution: these are ventures on which one embarks
without knowing their outcome.

Jean-Paul
Sartre

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1964

Attributed

 


The ardent
sympathy and timid wonder that are the beginning of passion.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Dr. Zhivago,
1957

 


Men and women
can face anything, can endure anything, if they are sure of each
other’s loyalty and liking. They can endure nothing if they are not
sure of each other.

Pearl Buck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1938

Of Men and
Women, 1941

 


Romance is the
child of prohibition.

Doris
Lessing

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2007

Walking in the
Shade, 1997

 


How unbearable,
for women, is the tenderness which a man can give them without
love.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Notebooks,
1935-42, 1962

 


By the old
Moulmein Pagoda, lookin’ eastward to the sea,

There’s a Burma
girl a-settin’, and I knows she thinks o’ me;

For the wind is
in the palm-trees, an’ the temple bells they say:

‘Come you back,
you British soldier; come you back to Mandalay!”

Come you back
to Mandalay,

Where the old
Flotilla lay,

Can’t you ’ear
their paddles chunkin’ from Rangoon to Mandalay?

On the road to
Mandalay,

Where the
flyin'-fishes play,

An' the dawn
comes up like thunder outer China 'crost the Bay!

Rudyard
Kipling

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

Mandalay, in
Barrack-Room Ballads, 1892

 


The richness of
the center of the rose is the richness of your heart.

Gabriela
Mistral

The Rose

Angel Flores,
Ed., Spanish Poetry, 1998

 


The pistol
belonged to the Haganah; so did the rifle. It was illegal. That was
my first experience of the military. I reached a very high rank,
because we were two in our position, so I was the commander, and
the other was my deputy. This was the force I was commanding at the
time, but we exchanged fire during the night. My position was near
one of the teachers of the school. Early in the morning, I fell in
love with the girl that later on became my wife. At that time, we
were so naive. I wanted to charm her, so I read her Capital by
Marx. I thought somehow she would be convinced by the strength of
his criticism about capital.

Shimon
Peres

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 94

Interview,
Academy of Achievement, 2 May 2003

 


Why did I
decide to undertake my doctorate research in the exotic field of
boron hydrides? As it happens, my girl friend, Sarah Baylen, soon
to become my wife, presented me with a graduation gift, Alfred
Stock’s book, The Hydrides of Boron and Silicon. I read this book
and became interested in the subject. How did it happen that she
selected this particular book? This was the time of the Depression.
None of us had much money. It appears that she selected as her gift
the most economical chemistry book ($2.06) available in the
University of Chicago bookstore. Such are the developments that can
shape a career.

Herbert
Brown

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1979

Nobel Lecture,
8 December 1979

 


I am beginning
to overcome my timidity over women... My newest insight into life
is that we belong to the same species.

Saul Bellow

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1976

Gloria L.
Cronin and Ben Siegel, Eds., Conversations with Saul Bellow,
1994

 


Woman is the
gateway to reconciliation with the world.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Labyrinth
of Solitude, 1950

 


The fickleness
of the women I love is only equalled by the infernal constancy of
the women who love me.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

The
Philanderer, 1893

 


This profession
of being a true lover. Can anyone master it? That must be God’s
most sublime joke on the human race; that the more you want to make
a woman happy, the more you blunder and bore her.

Sinclair
Lewis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1930

Cass
Timberlane, 1945

 


The maternal
instinct leads a woman to prefer a tenth share in a first rate man
to the exclusive possession of a third rate one.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

Maxims for
Revolutionists, in Man and Superman, 1903

 


With a man it
is—quite often—art for art’s sake; with a woman it is always art
for the artist’s sake.

William
Faulkner

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1949

Verse, Old and
Nascent: A Pilgrimage, 1924. James B. Meriwether, Ed., William
Faulkner: Essays, Speeches and Public Letters, 2004

 


Open and
obvious devotion from any sort of man is always pleasant to any
sort of woman.

Rudyard
Kipling

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

On the Strength
of a Likeness, in Plain Tales from the Hills, 1888

 


There is no
fool like a woman in need of a man.

Doris
Lessing

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2007

Walking in the
Shade, 1997

 


We know many
things about those we love—things we nevertheless refuse to
believe.

Elias
Canetti

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1981

The Agony of
Flies, 1994

 


Nobody will
ever win the Battle of the Sexes. There’s just too much
fraternizing with the enemy.

Henry
Kissinger

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1973

Attributed

 


You too can win
Nobel Prizes. Study diligently. Respect DNA. Don’t smoke. Don’t
drink. Avoid women and politics. That’s my formula.

George
Beadle

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1958

Response to
telegram of congratulations from Caltech students, October,
1958

 


Once I came
back from a dance and took the chair beside him and he asked me,
Heisenberg, why do you dance?’ I said, ‘Well, when there are nice
girls it is a pleasure to dance.’ He thought for a long time about
it, and after about five minutes he said, ‘Heisenberg, how do you
know beforehand that the girls are nice?”

Werner
Heisenberg

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1932

Abraham Pais et
al., Paul Dirac: The Man and his work, 1998

 


I believe in
courage, intelligence, and women.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Herbert R.
Lottman, Albert Camus: A Biography, 1979

 


A woman's guess
is much more accurate that a man's certainty.

Rudyard
Kipling

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

Plain Tales
from the Hills, 1888

 


Letters are a
spiritual spiderweb in which you snare the dreaming soul of a
woman, so that she abandons herself and her body.

Niels Jerne

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1984

Thomas
Söderqvist, Science as Autobiography: The Troubled Life of Niels
Jerne, 2003

 


She turned
away, but with the autumn weather

Compelled my
imagination many days—

Many days and
many hours:

Her hair over
her arms and her arms full of flowers—

and I wonder
how they should have been together!

I should have
lost a gesture and a pose.

Sometimes these
cogitations still amaze



The troubled
midnight and noon’s repose.

T. S. Eliot

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1948

La Figlia che
Piange, in The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock, 1917

 


Love that
stammers, that stutters, is apt to be the love that loves best.

Gabriela
Mistral

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1945

Attributed

 


First love is
only a little foolishness and a lot of curiosity: no really
self-respecting woman would take advantage of it.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

John Bull’s
Other Island, 1904

 


The two
[Kennedy] brothers, I thought, were both alike and different. If
one had to conquer a distant isle, there would be none better than
Bob; if the heart of a lady, none better than Jack.

Shimon
Peres

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1994

David’s Sling,
1970

 


I knew that
young men quoted verses from my lyrics in their love letters;
others were written on the walls of jails by political prisoners.
What a time to be writing poetry!

Salvatore
Quasimodo

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1959

Nobel Lecture,
11 December 1959

 


A broken heart
is a very pleasant complaint for a man in London if he has a
comfortable income.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1923

Man and
Superman, 1903

 


The American…
knows how to love, but not how to whisper sentimentally. He knows
how to hate, but not how to knife you behind your back… He loves
his United States and is boastful and proud of them. When the
republic is in danger, he doesn’t stop to ponder or to look around,
but instead takes down his Kentucky rifle, roars like a bull, and
stands united as one man with his fellow Americans.

Henryk
Sienkiewicz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1905

Portrait of
America, 1878

 


When she was
out with boys she talked of ideals with some emotion. Mae had very
little conception of what ideals were except that in some manner
they governed the kind of kisses one received while driving home
from dances.

John
Steinbeck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1962

The Pastures of
Heaven, 1932

 


Never go on
trips with anyone you do not love.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

A Moveable
Feast, 1964

 


I am in favor
of truth in lending, and also in borrowing, and in selling, and in
campaigning for office and in lecturing to Swarthmore students, but
not in courtship.

George
Stigler

Nobel Prize for
Economics, 1982

Dialogue
between George Stigler and Paul Samuelson at Swarthmore College.
Graduate School of Business, University of Chicago, Selected Papers
No. 7, 1963

 


You know what a
Nobel Prize is good for? Getting dates.

James
Watson

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1962

Remark to
Francis Crick. Victor K. McElheny, Watson and DNA, 2003

 


When You are
Old

 


When you are
old and grey and full of sleep

And nodding by
the fire, take down this book,

And slowly
read, and dream of the soft look

You eyes had
once, and of their shadows deep;

 


How many loved
your moments of glad grace,

And loved your
beauty with love false or true,

But one man
loved the pilgrim soul in you,

And loved the
sorrows of your changing face;

 


And bending
down beside the glowing bars,

Murmur, a
little sadly, how Love fled

And paced upon
the mountains overhead

And hid his
face amid a crowd of stars.

W. B.
Yeats,

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1923

When You Are
Old, in The Countess Kathleen and Other Legends and Lyrics,
1892.

 


 


Section
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To live is to
desire.

Santiago Ramon
y Cajal

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1906

Vacation
Stories, 905

 


Love is not a
desire for beauty; it is a yearning for completion.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Double
Flame, 1993

 


To desire
ardently to possess an object cannot be called anything but
love.

Czeslaw
Milosz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1980

The Witness of
Poetry, 1983

 


There are two
tragedies in life. One is to lose your heart’s desire. The other is
to gain it.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 925

Man and
Superman, 1903

 


The century
that is ending has been preoccupied with nucleic acids and
proteins. The next one will concentrate on memory and desire. Will
it be able to answer the questions they pose?

François
Jacob

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1965

Of Flies, Mice,
and Men, 1998

 


Imagination is
the spur of desire, its kingdom is as inexhaustible and infinite as
boredom its opposite and twin.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

An Erotic
Beyond: Sade, 1991

 


There is
nothing more natural than sexual desire; there is nothing less
natural than the forms in which it is made manifest and
satisfied.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

An Erotic
Beyond: Sade, 1991

 


Desire
expresses itself by caresses just as thought does by words.

Jean-Paul
Sartre

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1964

Being and
Nothingness, 1943

 


 


Section
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Eros,
Intermediary between Gods and Men




Of course,
every poet is guided by eros, who according to Plato is an
intermediary between gods and men.

Czeslaw
Milosz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1980

Beginning with
my Streets, 1991

 


A perpendicular
expression of a horizontal desire.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

Of dancing. New
Statesman, 23 March 1962

 


Women smell a
rigid phallus ten miles away and wonder, How on earth did he spot
me from there?

Samuel
Beckett

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1969

First Love,
1974

 


You’ve never
heard of an English lover. Only an English patient.

James
Watson

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1962

San Francisco
Chronicle, 13 November 2000

 


I learned that
the sexual revolution is a very bloody affair, like most
revolutions.

Saul Bellow

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1976

When asked his
views on marriage in 1997

 


Women’s
liberation could have not succeeded if science had not provided
them with contraception and household technology.

Max Perutz

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1962

The Impact of
Science on Society, in J. I. Lewis and P. J. Kelly, Eds., Science
and Technology and Future Human Needs, 1987

 


The Pill…must
have done more for human happiness than any other achievement of
science.

Macfarlane
Burnet

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1960

Endurance of
Life, 1978

 


It’s an
exceptionally smart man who isn’t marked forever by the sexual
theories he hears from his father.

Saul Bellow

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1976

A Silver Dish,
in Collected Stories, 2001

 


Christianity
has done a great deal for love by making a sin of it.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

The Garden of
Epicurus, 1894

 


Ideological and
sexual orthodoxy are always linked to xenophobia.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

Itinerary,
1994

 


I've never
turned over a fig leaf yet that didn't have a price tag on the
other side.

Saul Bellow

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1976

PBS TV
interview, 27 January 1982

 


Adultery and
promiscuity were the only forms of private enterprise that the
Soviet system left to its citizens.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

Ludmila Shtern,
Brodsky: A Personal Memoir, 2004

 


To fully
experience the joys of adultery, one must be a person of piety.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

The Red Lily,
1894

 


Everything is
paid for in this world, and pleasure most of all.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

On Life and
Letters, First Series, 1888

 


When a woman
decides to sleep with a man there is no wall she will not scale, no
fortress she will not destroy, no moral consideration she will not
ignore at its very root: there is no God worth worrying about.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Love in the
Time of Cholera, 1988

 


A man’s
virility lies more in what he keeps to himself than in what he
says.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Myth of
Sisyphus, 1942

 


A single
sentence will suffice for modern man: he fornicated and read the
papers.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Fall,
1956

 


The bedroom
binds us more than it frees us.

José Cela

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1989

Christ versus
Arizona, 1988

 


Physics is like
sex. Sure, it may give some practical results, but that’s not why
we do it.

Richard
Feynman

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1965

Surely you’re
Joking, Mr. Feynman, 1985

 


Nothing one
does in bed is immoral if it helps to perpetuate love.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Love in the
Time of Cholera, 1988

 


Passion, in
life as much as in art, demands a maximum of artifice for its
satisfaction.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Siren and
the Seashell, 1976

 


Every now and
then, there would pass a young girl, slender, fair and desirable,
arousing in young men a not ignoble desire to possess her, and
stirring in old men regrets for ecstasy not seized and now forever
past.

Anatole
France

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1921

The Gods will
have Blood, 1912

 


Common to the
love of life and the sexual instinct is that they both persist
throughout old age, although they can no longer be satisfied.

Elie
Metchnikoff

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1908

The Nature of
Man, 1903

 


To lose the
touch of flowers and women’s hands is the supreme separation.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Guardian,
30 September 1974

 


The year I
turned ninety, I wanted to give myself the gift of a night of wild
love with an adolescent virgin.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Memories of My
Melancholy Whores, 2005

 


Sex is the
consolation you have when you can’t have love.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Love in the
Time of Cholera, 1988

 


Among the
charms of old age are the provocations our young female friends
permit themselves because they think we are out of commission.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Memories of my
Melancholy Whores, 2005

 


The young girls
in the flower of their youth still laugh and chatter on the
seashore, but he who watches them gradually loses his right to love
them, just as those he has loved lose the power to be loved.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Rebel,
1951

 


All nature
informs us that man is born for happiness. It is the striving for
sensual pleasure which germinates the plant, fills the hive with
honey and the human heart with kindness.

André Gide

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1947

Les Nouvelles
Nourritures, 1897

 


I was happy as
you are after you have been with a woman that you really love.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

The Green Hills
of Africa, 1935

 


Why two sexes
rather than three? What a source of new plots three sexes would
provide for novelists, of new variations for psychologists, of new
complications for lawyers.

François
Jacob

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1965

The Possible
and the Actual, 1982

 


Passion, in
life as much as in art, demands a maximum of artifice for its
satisfaction.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Siren and
the Seashell, 1976

 


Sexuality is
animal; it is a natural function, whereas eroticism develops within
society. The former belongs to the realm of biology, the latter to
that of culture.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

Convergences,
1987

 


The
relationship between eroticism and poetry is such that it can be
said, without affectation, that the former is a poetry of the body
and the latter an eroticism of language.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Double
Flame, 1993

 


…the long
pauses in which lovers, exhausted, tell the stories of their
lives.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

An Erotic
Beyond: Sade, 1991

 


What
distinguishes a sexual act from an erotic one is that, in the
former, nature serves the species, while in the latter, human
society is served by nature.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

An Erotic
Beyond: Sade, 1991

 


I tend to
believe that cricket is the greatest thing that God ever created on
earth—certainly greater than sex, although sex isn’t too bad
either.

Harold
Pinter

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2005

The Observer, 5
October 1980

Daylight

 


The loss of a
healthy, vigorous, natural sexual instinct is fatal; and just as
much so if the loss is by disuse and atrophy as if it is by abuse
and perversion.

Theodore
Roosevelt

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1906

A Book-Lover’s
Holidays in the Open, 1916

 


Only about one
per cent of my writings are concerned with sex, but the
conventional public is so obsessed with sex that it hasn’t noticed
the other ninety-nine per cent.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Bertrand
Russell Speaks his Mind, 1960

 


The sexual
organs express the human soul more than any other part of the body.
They are not diplomats. They tell the truth ruthlessly.

Isaac Bashevis
Singer

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1978

Conversations
with Isaac Bashevis Singer, 1978

 


The dangerous
age of man lasts from his birth to his death.

Julius
Wagner-Jauregg

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1927

Magda Whitrow,
Julius Wagner-Jauregg, 1993

 


 


Section
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The Most
Beautiful of Miracles




Married love,
enduring through a thousand vicissitudes, seems to me the most
beautiful of miracles, even if the most common.

François
Mauriac

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1952

Journal,
1934-51

 


I believe
marriage to be the best and most important relation that can exist
between two human beings.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Marriage and
Morals, 1956

 


You should look
around carefully at the members of the opposite sex, and pick one
out that you’d like to be with all your life. Get married young,
and stay married.

Linus
Pauling

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1954, and for Peace, 1962

Marc Abrahams,
Ed., The Best of Annals of Improbable Research, 1998

 


People insist
on confusing marriage and love on the one hand, and love and
happiness on the other. But they have nothing in common. That is
why, the absence of love being more frequent than love, there are
happy marriages.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1958

Notebooks,
1942-51

 


My marriage was
my greatest achievement.

Frederick
Soddy

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1921

Muriel Howorth,
Pioneer Research on the Atom, 1958

 


I consider her
my greatest discovery.

Glenn
Seaborg

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1951

Of his wife
Helen. Adventures in the Atomic Age, 2001.



Pierre Curie’s
greatest discovery was Marie Sklodowska.

Frederick
Soddy

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1921

Barbara
Goldsmith, Obsessive Genius: The Inner World of Marie Curie,
2005.

 


Spanish girls
make wonderful wives. I’ve never had one, so I know.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

Robert Jordan
in For Whom the Bell Tolls, 1940

 


At Blenheim I
took two very important decisions: to be born and to marry. I am
happily content with the decision I took on both those
occasions.

Winston
Churchill

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1953

Kay Halle, The
Irrepressible Churchill, 1985

 


Death is only
an incident, & not the most important wh happens to us in this
state of being… Look forward, feel free, rejoice in life, cherish
the children, guard my memory. God bless you. Good bye. W.

Winston
Churchill

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1953

Letter to his
wife before his departure for France in 1915, to be delivered only
after his death. Roy Jenkins, Churchill: A Biography, 2001

 


And then early
in the spring of 1997 there was Nancy and my whole heart began to
unfold and everything else before seemed like a long dream from
which I had awakened at last. Married: Nancy Lier Cosgrove, San
Francisco, CA March 21, 1998.

Kary Mullis

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1993

Addendum to
Nobel Biography, August 1999

 


Entire visual
field agreeably occupied.

Peter
Medawar

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1960

First words, to
his wife, on regaining consciousness after stroke at age 52. Jean
Medawar, A Very Decided Preference, 1990

 


My wife has
never been more beautiful than when her face was covered with black
smut from scraping burned ceiling joists, and streaked with sweat
from carrying sheets of plywood.

Jimmy
Carter

Nobel Prize for
Peace 2002

On working with
Habitat for Humanity. Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter, Everything to
Gain, 1987

 


If the world of
the twentieth century…cannot succeed in this one thing, married
love, then it has committed suicide.

Sinclair
Lewis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1930

Cass
Timblerlane, 1945

 


There have been
moments when, gazing at the under-side of the bed, I have thought
that the happiest fate that could befall a human being would be to
return to a country where men crawl under beds to escape husbands,
not bombs.

Lester
Pearson

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1957

At a 1941
farewell dinner in London, where Pearson had been First Secretary
at the Canadian High Commission during the Blitz. Words and
Occasions, 1970

 


Your Majesties,
Your Royal Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen… I know of no other
place where Princes assemble to pay their respect to molecules…
Because of you, our wives hesitate for just an instant before
summoning us to do the dishes.

Michael
Polanyi

Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, 1986

Nobel
Acceptance Speech, 10 December 1986

 


 


Section
10

The
Troubled Partnership




A book I had
written on the NATO alliance called The Troubled Partnership… sold
modestly, as could be expected of a tome on NATO affairs, except in
one city where it sold unusually well. Upon investigation it was
found that the main bookstore had placed it on the shelf under
marriage manuals.

Henry
Kissinger

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1973

The White House
Years, 1979

 


I think now I
will try to have no more wives. I’m not good for them and they are
not good for me. If I marry again I will be really asking for
trouble. The difficulty of course is that I like women. It is only
wives I am in trouble with.

John
Steinbeck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1962

Letter to Bo
Beskow, August 1948. Elaine Steinbeck and R. Wallsten, Eds., John
Steinbeck: A Life in Letters, 1975

 


It is most
unwise for people in love to marry.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

The Doctor’s
Dilemma, 1906

 


I remember
after I got that marriage license I went across from the license
bureau to a bar for a drink. The bartender said, “What will you
have, sir?” And I said, “A glass of hemlock.”

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

A. E. Hotchner,
Papa Hemingway, 1966

 


An unhappy
marriage! No ill treatment—only that indefinable malaise, that
terrible blight which killed all sweetness under Heaven; and so
from day to day, from night to night, from week to week, from year
to year, till death should end it!

John
Galsworthy

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1932

The Man of
Property, 1906

 


Marriage is but
slavery made to appear civilized.

Albert
Einstein

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1921

Alice
Calaprice, The New Quotable Einstein, 2005

 


The American
girl makes a servant of her husband and then finds him contemptible
for being a servant.

John
Steinbeck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1962

Letter to Bo
Beskow, November 1948. Elaine Steinbeck and R. Wallsten, Eds., John
Steinbeck: A Life in Letters, 1975

 


It is said that
marriages of convenience are the happiest. If that’s the case,
better do without happiness.

Elias
Canetti

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1981

The Agony of
Flies, 1994

 


Marriage makes
people treat each other as articles of property and no longer as
free human beings.

Albert
Einstein

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1921

Alice
Calaprice, The New Quotable Einstein, 2005

 


No such thing
as love on a hundred and fifty a year.

John
Galsworthy

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1932

On Forsyte
Change, 1930

 


Once a man’s
married he’s absolutely bitched… He hasn’t got anything more.
Nothing. Not a damn thing. He’s done for.

Ernest
Hemingway

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1954

Michael
Reynolds, Hemingway: The Paris Years, 1989

 


It’s only an
improbable accident when a woman and a man who are both of them big
enough not to be jealous of each other’s bigness do meet—and then,
probably, when they do meet, one of them will already be married to
some little pretentious squirt and they can’t marry!

Sinclair
Lewis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1930

Ann Vickers,
1932

 


All the nice
girls have been snapped up and married, and all the nice problems
have been solved. I don’t really like any of those that are
left.

Lev Landau

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1962

I. M.
Khalatnikov, Ed., Landau: The Physicist and the Man, 1989

 


When the
husband or the wife feels a very deep and very overwhelming love
for another person there may be so much harm in resisting it as to
outweigh any possible good.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Dear Bertrand
Russell, 1969

 


What is virtue
but the Trade Unionism of the married?

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

Man and
Superman, 1903

 


A journey is
like marriage. The certain way to be wrong is to think you control
it.

John
Steinbeck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1962

Travels with
Charlie in Search of America, 1962

 


At the heart of
most marriages, even spiritual attachments, lurks the whore-nun or
the nun-whore.

Patrick
White

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1973

The Twyborn
Affair, 1979

 


Marriage is the
unsuccessful attempt to make something lasting out of an
incident.

Albert
Einstein

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1921

Alice
Calaprice, The New Quotable Einstein, 2005

 


My feeling
about the United States is this. To live alongside this great
country is like living with your wife. At times it is difficult to
live with her. At all times it is impossible to live without
her.

Lester
Pearson

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1957

Remark to
General de Gaulle. Lawrence Martin, The Presidents and the Prime
Ministers, 1981

 


Our best man
was Hitler.

George
Seferis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1963

Seferis married
his wife Maro during the German invasion of Greece. Roderick
Beaton, George Seferis: Waiting for the Angel, A Biography,
2003

 


If there is
just one physics prize winner and that winner is a married man, it
is his wife who comes into dinner on the arm of the King of Sweden.
When my friend Abdus Salam, a citizen of Pakistan and a Muslim,
received a share of the physics prize in1979, he turned up in
Sweden with his two wives, no doubt causing some problems of
protocol to arise.

Murray
Gell-Mann

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1969

The Quark and
the Jaguar, 1994

 


The plain truth
is that in matters of matrimony this society's norms are
genetically out of joint. Women on average live about ten years
longer than men and yet become the wives of husbands who are
several years older. That is why widows greatly outnumber
widowers.

Raymond
Davis

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 2002

Nobel
Autobiography, 2002

 


If I'd been a
real philanderer, no one would have had anything to say against me.
By marrying, I'm convicted of being a bad character.

Saul Bellow

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1976

Gloria L.
Cronin and Ben Siegel, Eds., Conversations with Saul Bellow,
1994
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11

A Happy
Family is but an Earlier Heaven




A happy family
is but an earlier heaven.

Bernard
Shaw

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1925

Attributed

 


Family
solidarity is after all the only good thing.

Marie Curie

Nobel Prize for
Physics 1903, and for Chemistry 1911

Letter to her
sister Bronia in 1932. Susan Quinn, Marie Curie: A Life, 1995

 


To be father of
a nation is great honor, but to be the father of a family is a
greater joy.

Nelson
Mandela

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1993

A Long Walk to
Freedom, 1994

 


I have
certainly known more men destroyed by the desire to have wife and
child and to keep them in comfort than I have seen destroyed by
drink and harlots.

W. B. Yeats

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1923

Dramatis
Personae, 1936

 


Dear to the
hearts and the homes of the people is the joy and pride of a united
family; with this all the troubles of the world can be borne and
all its ordeals at least confronted.

Winston
Churchill

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1953

Broadcast 7
February 1952, on death of King George VI

 


You don't
choose your family. They are God's gift to you, as you are to
them.

Desmond
Tutu

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1984

Address at
enthronement as Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, 7 September
1986

 


Forty-five
years ago, my mother gave me life. She died the year before last.
Last year, my father died. I, their only child, am walking along
the evening streets in Athens, streets they never saw and never
will. The fruit of their love, their poverty, their slavery in
which they lived and died—their son walks free.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

Less than One:
Selected Essays, 1986

 


Unless the
child learns how to love a parent profoundly, I believe that he
will never learn how to love anyone else profoundly, and not
knowing how to love means the loss of the meaning of life and its
fulfillment.

Pearl Buck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1938

My Several
Worlds, 1954

 


The light has
gone out of my life.

Theodore
Roosevelt

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1906

Diary, 14
February 1884, the day of the death of his mother and his wife.

 


Well, now I’ve
been given this Nobel Prize, so I imagine someone must have
appreciated what I wrote. But I must say that I derived more
pleasure from seeing my three sons become doctors.

Johannes
Jensen

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1944

Aage Jorgensen,
A Good Enough Poet, in Henry Nielsen and Ked Nielsen, Edds.,
Neighboring Nobels: The History of Thirteen Danish Nobel Prizes,
2001

 


I’ve written
maybe thirty books, I don’t remember exactly; but I have five
children, and that is my real blessing.

Knut Hamsun

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1920

Robert
Ferguson, Enigma: The Life of Knut Hamsun, 1987

 


One does not
love one’s children just because they are one’s children but
because of the friendship formed while raising them.

Gabriel García
Márquez

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1982

Love in the
Time of Cholera, 1988

 


Children, not
husbands, are the proper object of maternal emotions; otherwise
intolerable psychological tangles result.

Bertrand
Russell

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1950

Nicholas
Griffin, Ed., The Selected Letters of Bertrand Russell: The Public
Years, 1914-1970

 


Until my dying
day I shall refuse to love a scheme of things in which children are
put to torture.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

The Plague,
1947

 


He is a father,
that is his fate, and as a father grows older he turns more and
more—it cannot be helped—toward his daughter.

J. M.
Coetzee

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 2003

Disgrace,
1999

 


I have lived in
a world of children and of child humor, child fantasy, and child
passions for four decades. If only I can grow old, foolishly old in
this same world—if it is my fate to grow old—I shall be most
fortunate.

Carleton
Gajdusek

Nobel Prize for
Medicine, 1976

Allen L.
Hammond, Ed., A Passion to Know: 20 Profiles in Science, 1984

 


Jews were
required to wear the Star of David and to obey a 6 p.m. curfew. I
had gone to play with a Christian friend and had stayed too late. I
turned my brown sweater inside out to walk the few blocks home. As
I was walking down an empty street, I saw a German soldier
approaching. He was wearing the black uniform that I had been told
to fear more than others—the one worn by specially recruited SS
soldiers. As I came closer to him, trying to walk fast, I noticed
that he was looking at me intently. Then he beckoned me over,
picked me up, and hugged me. I was terrified that he would notice
the star inside my sweater. He was speaking to me with great
emotion, in German. When he put me down, he opened his wallet,
showed me a picture of a boy, and gave me some money. I went home
more certain than ever that my mother was right: people were
endlessly complicated and interesting.

Daniel
Kahneman

Nobel Prize for
Economics, 2002

Nobel
Autobiography, 2002

 


Standing here
today, I wish to salute loved ones—and foes. I wish to salute all
the fallen of all the countries in all the wars; the members of
their families who bear the enduring burden of bereavement; the
disabled whose scars will never heal.

Yitzhak
Rabin

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1994

Nobel Lecture,
1994

 


My Boy Jack

1914-1918

 


‘Have you news
of my boy Jack?’

Not this
tide.

‘When d’you
think that he’ll come back?’

Not with this
wind blowing, and this tide.

 


‘Has any one
else had word of him?’

Not this
tide.

For what is
sunk will hardly swim,

Not with this
wind blowing and this tide.

 


‘Oh dear, what
comfort can I find?’

None this
tide,

Nor any
tide,

Except he did
not shame his kind—

Not even with
that wind blowing, and that tide.

 


Then hold your
head up all the more,

This tide,

And every
tide;

Because he was
the son you bore,

And gave to
that wind blowing and that tide!

 


Rudyard
Kipling

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

Rudyard
Kipling: Selected Poetry, 1992. Kipling’s only son John was killed
in France in 1915. His body was not found during his father’s
lifetime.
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Greater Joy than to Live Alone




Today, there is
no greater joy than to live alone and unknown.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Notebooks,
1935-42, 1962

 


I am truly a
‘lone traveler’ and have never belonged to my country, my home, my
friends, or even my immediate family, with my whole heart; in the
face of all these ties, I have never lost a sense of distance and a
need for solitude.

Albert
Einstein

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1921

What I Believe,
1930

 


I live in that
solitude which is painful in youth, but delicious in the years of
maturity.

Albert
Einstein

Nobel Prize for
Physics, 1921

Out of My Later
Years, 1950

 


In order to
feel at home in a strange city you need to have a secluded room to
which you have a certain title and in which you can be alone when
the tumult of new and incomprehensible voices becomes too great.
The room should be quiet; no one should see you make your escape
there, no one see you leave.

Elias
Canetti

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1981

The Voices of
Marrakesh, 1967

 


My Christmas
will pass unobserved or unpleasantly observed. Some of my
acquaintances here called me, but I won’t go; I like to be sad
rather than unhappy.

Ivo Andric

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1961

Letter to
Zdenka Markovic, 24 December 1934. Želimir B. Juricic, Ed.,
Letters, 1984.

 


Solitude is the
profoundest fact of the human condition. Man is the only being who
knows he is alone.

Octavio Paz

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1990

The Labyrinth
of Solitude, 1950

 


The person who
tries to live alone will not succeed as a human being. His heart
withers if it does not answer another heart. His mind shrinks away
if he hears only the echoes of his own thoughts and finds no other
inspiration.

Pearl Buck

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1938

Attributed

 


 


Section
13


Sweet is the Land Where One is Born

 


Sweet is the
land where one is born. It has no price. All other land is
bitter.

Miguel
Asturias

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1967

The Green Pope,
1971

 


Try as he will,
no man breaks wholly loose

From his first love, no matter who she be.

Oh, was there ever sailor free to choose,

That didn’t settle somewhere near the sea?

Rudyard
Kipling

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1907

The Virginity,
in The Years Between, 1919

 


One becomes the
land one lives in, especially at the end.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

Interview,
Paris Review, no 83, 1983

 


To feel one’s
attachment to a certain region, one’s love for a certain group of
men, to know that there is always a spot where one’s heart will
feel at peace—these are many certainties for a single human
life.

Albert
Camus

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Summer in
Algiers, 1936

 


Wherever I go,
wherever I happen to be, I shall always know where I really am. I
can never lose my way because I know that I have my living roots
there, deep down in the soil of my village, in that land out of
which I grew.

Anwar
Al-Sadat

Nobel Prize for
Peace, 1978

In Search of
Identity, 1977

 


Departure
beyond the borders of my country is for me equivalent to death. I
am tied to Russia by birth, by life and work.

Boris
Pasternak

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1957

Letter to
Kruschev, 1958, after being threatened with exile on winning the
Nobel Prize

 


Wherever I
travel Greece wounds me,

curtains of
mountains, archipelagos, naked granite.

Giorgos
Seferis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1963

In the Manner
of G.S., in Collected Poems, 1995

 


My God, let me
grow old and die in my homeland!

Giorgos
Seferis

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1963

Last entry in A
Poet’s Journal, 1974. His wish was granted

 


Sounion is a
fishing village with a couple of modern hotels now, and lies far
below. There, on the crest of the dark cliff, the shrine looks from
a distance as if it had been gently lowered from heaven rather than
been erected on earth. Marble has more in common with the clouds
than with the ground.

Joseph
Brodsky

Nobel Prize for
Literature, 1987

Less than One:
Selected Essays, 1986

 


Always I
regarded myself as one who was born in Jerusalem… After all my
possessions had been burned, God gave me the wisdom to return to
Jerusalem. I returned to Jerusalem and it is by virtue of Jerusalem
that I have written all that God has put into my heart and into my
pen.
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