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Foreword
First, I feel very humbled to be writing the forward in this book. I've known Greg Kornichuk for many years and recognize him to be a man of great integrity and honor. He is a student of the Holy Scriptures and has a passion for the proper building of His House according to kingdom principles.
This book he has written, in my opinion, has arrived on the scene at a very crucial period in our history. As we look around us and see "our world" crashing around us politically, financially, and more shockingly, morally and spiritually--I believe this book will be among many "voices" of the righteous who will bring prophetic warnings to the church in these last days. We are rapidly moving toward what the Bible calls the End of the Age (Matt. 13:49) when Jesus will come for those who have "washed their Robes in the Blood of Lamb! (Rev. 7:14)
Greg, in strong words of warning and admonition, has put his finger on the pulse of the church and found that many who are the leaders and "builders," are constructing the church out of "wood, hay and stubble" and not of "silver, gold and precious stones." (1 Cor. 11-13) He also, leaves a strong rebuke for those leaders who are "robbing" the saints for their own sordid gain.
I believe we are in the days where judgment is once again, swiftly, coming to the House of God! This book is a must-read for those leaders who are hungering and thirsting for Him and who desire to see revival once again come to our land.
Pastor Norman Glover
Sanford, Florida
Sept. 11, 2009
Preface
The LORD as our Father disciplines us because He loves us. His single motivation is that the peaceful fruit of His righteousness be reproduced in our lives, so that we might grow in grace and wisdom. Although we might not always understand the correction that is taking place in our lives and it is not always pleasant, if we will receive His chastening we will grow. If not, we will, after a time, become stunted, or worse, become hardened of heart. Therefore, the Holy Spirit with much patience and long suffering entreats our hearts to listen to His counsel, so that we do not suffer shame through disobedience. This is the way that we grow strong in the fear of GOD and His Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). He therefore, proceeds to exhort and admonish us first, then chastens us, then disciplines, then gives us stern warning and finally after a season punishes His children with the hope that they will finally repent and once again wholeheartedly seek His face. Having this thought at the forefront of our minds, like frontlets between our eyes, let us prayerfully consider what the LORD GOD has to say to us.
Our Lord Yeshua in the Book of Revelation admonishes, sternly warns us, then promises punishment to some of the seven churches if they do not repent and return to Him. Therefore, it is time to sound an alarm in this nation in which we live. We who are called by the Name of the GOD of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob must listen to the urgency of His cry and return to Him with our whole hearts. Thus says the LORD GOD;
"I know your works, your toil and patient endurance. I know you cannot tolerate evil men; and you tested those who claim to be sent out by Me but are not, and have found them to be liars. I also know you have endurance and persevered because of My Name and have not become weary .I have this against you, that you have disregard for, and put aside the love that was preeminent and foremost to you (your love for Me ). Remember then, from where you have fallen and repent and do the works that you did at first; but if not, I am coming to you and I will remove your lamp stand from its place unless you repent...I know your works, that you have a preeminent name of being alive and are dead. Become watchful and strengthen the things remaining which are about to die, for I have not found your works as having been completed before My GOD. Remember therefore how you have received and heard and observe it and repent! If therefore you do not completely wake up, I will come as a thief, and never would you know the hour that I will come upon you...For you say, " I am abounding in material wealth and have acquired wealth and have no needs," and you do not know that you are the one in a distressful state and in need of mercy and in extreme poverty and you are blinded in your mind and spirit and are naked. I counsel you to buy from Me gold melted in the furnace, purged of dross and tried by fire, and garments, that you may be covered unless the dishonor and the disgrace of your nakedness because of the lack of your chastity be plainly recognized; and ointment to anoint your eyes that you may perceive spiritually. As many are the sons of Gladness (The Bridegroom) I reprove and instruct with chastening. Therefore be sincerely zealous and repent. Behold! Know then that I stand at the door and am knocking. If anyone should be hearing My voice and opening the door. I will also be coming into him and dining with him and he with Me." (Rev. 2:2-5, 3:1b-3, 17-20)
Arise Oh Sleeping One
We as a collective congregation of the Most High GOD and as individual little stones, (temples of the Holy Spirit) have become quite comfortable with our apparent prosperity. However, we are quickly finding out that this wealth is at best transitory. The LORD spoke to me almost four years ago saying, "because this nation had turned from Me and made money its god I will destroy their god" and then about one year before the current economic crisis in this nation, He spoke to Me again and said, "I the LORD will cripple the economy of this nation because of the abominations that it has committed against Me." So here we are, even amidst so many voices who prophesied prosperity, abundance, and peace to the people of GOD. We are quickly finding out that our true riches don't lie in our 40lk's, but in Him. Those that have prophesied such things need to take heed and repent, but that's another subject. Therefore, the Spirit of the LORD cries out to us and says, "Arise oh, sleeping one, and rise up from the place of dead men’s bones and Messiah will pour upon you the light of divine truth even as the sun gives light to men aroused from sleep." (Eph.5:14 & Thayer’s Grk/English Lex. Pg.246a)
“Therefore spiritually perceive, being circumspect in regards to how you live and not as the foolish but as those with insight, redeeming the time (making wise and sacred use of every opportunity for doing good) because the days are evil. (Eph. 5:15)
For the days are indeed evil and we have not walked circumspectly before the LORD our GOD and are in danger of missing the day of visitation of His Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit).
Today is the day we must with all our hearts turn back to Him with a penitent heart, so that we do not become like the master of the house who did not keep watch for the thief. The thief came in broad daylight and seeing the weakness of his house, marked it, and came back at midnight while the master of that house was sleeping, broke in, and robbed him of all he had. He did not know until morning that he was robbed, but he could do nothing, because it was too late! This is the state of the House of GOD in this nation. Therefore with urgency in our hearts we must turn to the Lord Yeshua (Jesus), confess our sins of complacency, pride, and arrogance, before, we too, find our house robbed and we are left naked! The Book of Proverbs, Chapters 6:6-11, and 24:30-34 echo this very same thing!
His mercy is great, and He will forgive us if only will repent from walking in the light of our own wisdom, which is foolishness; and instead, committing all our ways to the LORD walk in the Light of His Presence. For if we do not do this soon, we, like the master of the house previously mentioned will be left bereft of any sense of His Presence in our lives and in our Congregations, and will most certainly be left naked and ashamed!
"This is the message we heard from Him and we proclaim to you; that GOD is Light and there is not any darkness in Him. If we say we have an intimate union with Him and walk in the darkness, we lie and are not actively operating in the truth. But if we dwell habitually in the Light as He dwells in the Light we have intimate fellowship with one another (GOD), and the blood of Yeshua His Son is purging and acquitting us from our sin." (1 Jn. 1:5-7)
If we do this, we can discern the time of our visitation because we are walking in the Light of His Presence and will by no means be surprised like one surprised by a thief in the night.
Just as the oil soaks the wick of a lamp, so that when it is ignited it gives light to those in darkness, so must our spirits be saturated by the anointing oil of GOD, so that when His Word ignites the wick of our lamps, we may have His Light to walk by. Then, as His “lights,” upon many hills, we may be as beacons pointing the way of salvation to the lost. This is the meaning of Psalm 119: 105 which say, "Your Word is a lamp unto my feet and a Light unto my path". Without His Light and His Anointing we are blind and will never see our way to our Bridegroom or perceive the time of His visitation. For if we are blind, how can we be a guide to the blind who are themselves seeking salvation? Now is the time to purchase oil for our lamps while it is still daylight.
This can only take place if we acknowledge before Him our wretchedness, repenting in sackcloth and ashes from turning away from the way we are living. Then and only then as submitted, humble servants of the LORD will the Ruach HaKodesh be able to pour out the authority and power of GOD upon us so that we may do the works we have been ordained to do before the foundation of the world. We must keep in mind that this is for His Glory, His praise only, and not our own. For it is only through clean Vessels that clean water can flow and refresh the thirsty without making them sick. The LORD GOD is calling out to His Congregation in this nation to be His eyes, ears, mouths, arms, hands and legs by which He can reach out to this dead and dying nation. Then the people of this nation may truly witness the real Yeshua.
I tell you in no uncertain terms that the LORD is finished with white washed sepulchers hiding dead men’s bones, and the plastered facades that call themselves His people, and His Congregation, when they in fact do not do the things He commands. The LORD GOD is calling out a people who will abandon themselves entirely to Him. He is looking for a people who will say, “Here I am Lord, speak.” He is calling out a people who won't even take the time to slaughter the oxen, burn the wooden yoke and feed their family, but rather follow Him immediately. He is calling out a people who will hear His voice and follow Him wherever He goes because they love Him and will obey Him. Will we have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying? Will we awake, hear the words of life, and indeed live?
A similar question and circumstance is seen in the Book of Ezekiel, and posed to him by the LORD in Chapter 37:1-14. I understand that the LORD is speaking to Ezekiel about the revival of the nation of our people Israel, but it does indeed have application hear. The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me by the Spirit of the LORD, and set me in the midst of the valley and it was filled with bones. Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. And He said to me, Ben Adahm, can these bones live?" So I answered, '0 LORD, you know." Again He said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, "0 dry bones, hear the Word of the LORD! Thus says the LORD GOD to these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I AM the LORD.”
We are dry bones, very dry, because we are lacking the watering of the anointing of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and have not fully trusted in the LORD our GOD and His Messiah. The false security that our apparent prosperity gave us as a wealthy nation has led us to this wretched dryness in the Spirit and has brought forth only wind without any viable and prolonged witness or testimony to the Lord Yeshua. We must allow the Holy Spirit to bring rebuke, correction, chastening, and discipline back into our lives so that we might be refreshed and renewed by the waters of Shiloh. We must not refuse this water of the Holy Spirit or "dry bones" will become our epitaph and we will never experience the times of refreshing nor revival that our Father in Heaven longs to pour out on us.
Through our actions, our false testimony, and our hypocrisy, we have baked ourselves very dry. We have caused the peoples round about us to blaspheme the Name of the blessed and only true GOD, and His Son Messiah Yeshua. This is because our testimony is full of religion, and very little fruitfulness of the Spirit. We are like a bucket used to draw water from a well that is full of holes and good for nothing! This is the problem before us as a people who name the Name of GOD and say with great conviction that His Spirit dwells within us. There is little or no evidence of His fruit in our personal lives, in the workplace, or in our homes, communities or as a corporate House of GOD in this nation!
The people around us, to be sure, are in darkness, but they are not blind to what tastes good and what tastes bad. The old expression, “I don't know art, but I know what I like,” holds just as true for how we represent our Lord: “A picture is worth a thousand words!” Yeshua said quite plainly, “you shall know them by their fruits.” Although this passage refers to false prophets, it illustrates the point and holds true for all of us. For it directly equates the heart of a man with the fruit he produces. This is a product of his character and the nature of the one he claims dwells within him. This is the very heart of what our Lord spoke to the disciples about when He said, "Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I AM the Vine and you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing." Jn.15:4-6 "Do men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but every bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them." (Matt. 7:16b-20)
So, we should not be surprised when the unsaved spit out of their mouths the bad tasting fruit of cookie cutter Christianity when they are peppered with headlines depicting adultery, homosexuality, wife beating, and misuse of money in the midst of the Christian Church. This pernicious behavior in GOD'S House must end now and forever, or He will cut down the tree(s) and cast it (them) into the fire. These things should never be named about any who are supposed to be filled with the Spirit of the LORD. Just because a mouse comes out of the cookie jar it does not make it a cookie! Thus, neither saying we are His branches make us so unless we are remaining in Him habitually and bearing the fruit of His Spirit. Therefore, it is not a question of whether or not GOD is able to make these dry bones live, but rather, will we hear His voice, obey it, return to Him wholeheartedly and be revived by His Spirit! It is far past sunrise and the darkness of night is drawing near. Therefore it is time to arise from the grave and come into the Light of the Son!
The Mirror
The only way that we will ever see a true and lasting national revival is if it starts with the people of GOD first. We must examine ourselves in the Mirror of GOD's Presence--Yeshua. There is no other method of judgment which will be true and without distortion. He is the only one who can correctly diagnosis, treat and heal us of our backsliding. So let us examine ourselves in His Mirror--Messiah Yeshua.
We have quickly forgotten the price that was paid for us! The dowry price paid for our redemption is the blood of GOD'S own Lamb, His Only Begotten Son: Yeshua the Messiah. We have fallen away from the simplicity of this truth, and the pure, childlike faith that we once held precious in our hearts. We have forgotten who we are in Messiah, and that we have been given title, warrant, and authorization which carries with it all the powers that come with being sons and daughters of GOD. (pg. 688a, Jn.1:12, the Expositors Greek Testament--W.R. Nicoli)
We are those who are supposed to be reborn, and those who are being conformed into likeness of Him through the working of the Holy Spirit. We are those who by the mercy afforded to us by the cross of Messiah, and who through His grace have received pardon for our sins. Thus we have escaped the wrath of the Fathers judgment which fell on Messiah instead of us and this because of the Father's unfathomable love toward all men. We must put ourselves in remembrance of these things!
I don’t think we have fully realized that we have become partakers of His Divine Nature and have escaped the corruption of this world with all its soulish desires. We must completely embrace the cross of Messiah, and put to death daily the works of the flesh. We must not flirt with the uncleanness of this world as we all to often do. Even worse, like a dog, some of us return to our own vomit or like the pig which has an outward appearance of being clean, (cloven hoofed but not able to chew cud) we too, fail to pass the test of cleanness. We outwardly portray piety toward GOD, but not allowing the Word of the LORD to find a place in our hearts so that it can change us, being unable to digest it, we have fallen into religiosity. We have more often than not become more concerned with the cleanliness of the outside of the cup than with the inside!
Where then is the faith, the moral goodness, the intimate knowledge of GOD, the self control. Where is our unwavering trust through difficult times, our godliness, and above all our unconditional love for not only the brethren, but also for those who walk in darkness as we once did? If we recognize these things to be true, why do we walk as if we were still part of the world?
As we stand in His Light, Father's Mirror will allow us to see our blemished condition as He does. When we will allow Him to open our eyes, so He can apply the healing balm of the Holy Spirit, we will again be able to perceive the path of the LORD clearly. We can no longer walk with one foot in the world and one foot in the Kingdom of GOD!
We are becoming an unfruitful vine, blind and forgetful of GOD's mercy toward us. The fruit of our branches is becoming sour to the taste, fit only for the foxes. Here’s the word of the LORD to Israel, "Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of the highest quality, how then have you turned before Me into a degenerate plant of an alien vine?" (Jer. 2:21) The apostle Paul puts it this way, "I therefore encourage you, I the prisoner in the Lord to walk worthy of the calling by which you where called…” (Eph. 4:1a) Therefore understand and know that it is this unfitness in our walk that the Lord is calling us to forsake. His testimony against us is self evident; in that, our own words and actions bear witness against us.
We have fallen away from the depth of the love that we had for Him when we were first betrothed to our Lord Yeshua. We claim to be alive but, our fruit is stunted, and we lack humility and brokenness before our LORD. We are fast asleep and are not watchful over the condition of our hearts, or of the days we are living in. For if we truly realized these things we would be living as if these were the last days of our lives on earth and not in the ease in which we do! We would be living as if the Lord Yeshua's return was tomorrow!
We are shamefully arrogant, poor, and bereft of the richness of GOD's character. We are caught up in everything else except what is truly important to Him, which is, His deep desire to develop within us the character and nature of His Son. However, we have become so blind to this that we can no longer see clearly; we don’t walk as we should, and as a result we are unable to properly guide others. Don't we know that such behavior will cause Him to vomit us out of His mouth? (Rev.3:16)
For those of you adhere to the doctrine once saved, always saved, and that the LORD would not break us off as unproductive branches if we continually ignore His repeated calls for us to return to Him, to do the works we did when we where first saved, then here's some food for thought…
Keep these two things in mind. One, these are the LORDS words on the subject, therefore any other opinion on this matter is irrelevant, and two, the argument that the individual was never really saved to begin with has nothing to do with the Scriptures that are to follow. That particular argument is more in line with Matt.7:21-23.
We had all better take a good hard look in the Mirror, wake up and stop walking as if having one foot in the world and one in the Kingdom of GOD is acceptable to our Lord Yeshua. For the LORD warns us and says, "Again, when the righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand." (Ez. 3:20)
"But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the abominations that the wicked does, shall he live? All the righteousness that he has done shall not be remembered; because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has committed, because of them he shall die... When the righteous turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the iniquity which he has done that he dies." (Ez.18:24, 26)
“When the righteous turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he shall die because of it. But when the wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is lawful and right, he shall live because of it." (Ez. 33:18, 19)
The New Testament Scriptures echo words of similar warnings. “Therefore brethren be even more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for If you do these things you will never stumble.” (2 Peter 1:10) (The things spoken of prior to the "Therefore" in the previous verses are the fruit of the Spirit which if are increasing in us will keep us effective and fruitful in our knowledge of Messiah! This will be the image reflected back toward our Lord Yeshua and what the world will see; the Mirrored representation of our Lord Yeshua's character and nature in our own lives.)
The word "stumble" that is used here means to fall into misery, wretchedness, and finally the Loss Of Salvation! (see pg. 556 col.a 2b ref) (2 Peter 1:10 Thayer's Grk./Eng. Lex.; pg. 727, col. a2, Bauer's Grk./Eng. Lex. Of the N.T. and other early Christian Lit). Let’s look at some other examples that further illustrate this.
“For if GOD did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. Therefore consider the goodness and severity of GOD: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, If You Continue In His Goodness. Otherwise you also Will Not Be Spared. “Rom.11:20:21.”And you who where once alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight, If Indeed you Continue in the Faith, Grounded and Steadfast, and are Not moved away from the Hope of the Gospel which you heard." (Col. l: 2l-23) "...he who overcomes shall not be hurt by second death. ..To him who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no knows except him who receives it...And he who overcomes and keeps My works until the end. To him I will give power over the nations. ..And I will give him the morning star He who overcomes. I will make him a pillar in the Temple of My GOD, and he shall go out no more, I will write on him the Name of My GOD and the name of the city of My GOD. And I will write on him My new Name...To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne." (Rev. 2:11, 17, 26, 28; 3:12, 21)
If these verses are not sufficient then I will give you two more. The first is from the Book of Exodus, the book detailing GOD's plan of salvation and a detailed account of the building of GOD's House. Here in this second book of the Holy Scriptures GOD speaks to Moshe and says, “Whoever sins against Me, I will blot him out of My book.” (Ex. 32:33) Then in the Book of the Revelation of Yeshua the Messiah, the book detailing the final redemption of GOD's people amongst other important prophesies, Yeshua echo’s the same words, saying "He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life: but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels." (Rev.3:5)
So we see two things here, one is that eternal security is only eternal if we remain in Yeshua, continuing in Him as at the beginning of our walk with Him and continually overcoming to the end as He did. Overcoming as it is used here means complete victory, and utterly vanquishing the enemy. The second thing is, if we do not do these things we shall be as a branch, an unfruitful vine broken off, cast into the fire to perish. We must pay heed to what we see in the Mirror of His Presence, listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying and receive the correction that He, with such mercy, grace and abundant love desires to bring to us as a people. If we will do so, He will revive us. If we will break up the hardened soil of our hearts, obediently listening to His voice, He will revive us with an out pouring of His Spirit and not just upon us alone, but also upon this entire nation! This will bring great glory to Him and leave no doubt in anyone’s mind that the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is GOD and that His Son is Messiah Yeshua! How awesome is our GOD that He desires to do this? How wonderful is the love of our GOD and His Messiah!
Here is the focus, the work of the correction that the Holy Spirit wants to bring us to: Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: "Fear GOD and keep His commandments, for this is man's all. For GOD will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, for good or evil." (Eccl.12:13, 14)
What is this commandment that He gives us? It is this: that we love Him and obey Him and that we love one another. For if we love Him we will obey Him and show ourselves to be His friends and His obedient servants. This work can only occur in our hearts when we surrender ourselves completely into His care and allow Him to be our Father. As our Father, He desires us to do this for us.
With the fear of GOD, comes not only wisdom but the awesome realization of His holiness and what it means. Be Holy because I Am Holy. This kind of holiness means more than what most Christians think holiness is. The kind of holiness GOD requires is simple. We are only required to walk in the Spirit, so that the Holy Spirit that Yeshua sent to us can do the work of conforming us to His likeness and image without our interference. This accomplishes two things. One, we as individuals become "little costly stones, “stones squared on all sides; which manifesting His glory, can be built together and fit together perfectly by Him who is the Master Architect of His own House. Only when this happens can we as a people of GOD mirror the image of The Only Begotten Son of the Father here on earth as Yeshua desires.
In the following verses which Paul writes to the Congregation in Rome we have an exact image of the character and nature of the Son which the Spirit of Messiah desires to work in us. Let us then, examine ourselves in the Mirror of His Presence to see if these be so in our lives.
"I plead with you therefore, brethren by the mercies of GOD, that you present your bodies as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to GOD, your reasonable sacrifice. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of GOD." ..."Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, continuing steadfast in prayer; distributing to the needs of chasideem (saints), given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Bear in mind to do what is good before all men. If possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved do not avenge yourselves, set aside your wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the LORD. Therefore " If your enemy is hungry feed Him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in doing so you will heap coals of fire upon his head the blessing you return in place of the evil he intended for you shall be shame for him, and recompense for his evil; thus GOD repays the man for the evil works of his own heart; and perhaps he is brought to repentance: the man's heart being pierced through by an evil conscience. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." (Rom. 12:1, 2:9-21)
How can we say to the world which is full of darkness, “follow me as I follow Yeshua” when the Light of His Presence doesn't burn fervently in our hearts? How can they see the Way to the Life when we are not wholly committed to walking in that narrow way ourselves? How can they see the gentleness of our Father's eyes if there is insufficient light to see the Lord's nature in us? Certainly this is not because of His lack of power to do the work, but because we have covered ourselves with the unclean things of the world, like a lamp covered by a bushel basket, our light is diminished and has insufficient luminosity to be seen and thus be able to guide anyone! We must return to the LORD our GOD or we will surely suffer shipwreck. The word which Paul speaks to the Corinthian Congregation applies here,
"...each ones work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each ones work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, like someone whose house and all their belongings are consumed by the fire but they themselves escape barely, smelling like smoke and scorched by the flames, yet so through the fire. Don't you know that you are the temple of GOD and the Spirit of GOD dwells in you? If anyone defiles the Temple of GOD, GOD will destroy him. For the Temple of GOD is holy which you are! (1 Cor. 3:13-17) Let us therefore return to the simplicity and the purity of the faith. Let us return to the way by which we came and follow the guide posts back to our first love--Yeshua!
The Foundation
There is no other foundation but The Foundation: Messiah Yeshua who is also The Cornerstone, The Costly and Precious Stone, the bedrock of GOD'S redemption for mankind; to the Hebrew first and then to the gentiles. There is no other way into eternal life but through the Gate of GOD's sheepfold: Yeshua; and there is no other Name which GOD has given by which mankind may be saved. He Messiah Yeshua is The Lamb of GOD, who was slain before the foundation of the earth. He is not only GOD's Lamb, but He is the kinsmen redeemer and the Great High Priest. He is both the one who shed His blood to make atonement for the sins of all men, past, present, and future, once for all, and He is also the High Priest of GOD who presents His own blood before the Father, in the heavenly Holy of Holies. He is the Head over the Household of GOD, the Chief Architect, and Creator, and in Him is the whole House of GOD held together.
This is the foundation of our faith: Yeshua the Messiah crucified for our sins and the sins of the world. Why then, have we stopped walking in the power of the cross which is able to truly transform us and those whom we are called to declare the cross of Messiah? Where is the power and authority in our witness? What has happened to us and our witness? Why is there such a lack of power and authority in our witness? The reason can be summed up in these words. We have trivialized the foundation of our faith: the cross of our Lord. We have taken it for granted in our lives and in doing so we have lost our love of the fear of GOD. Consequently, it has directly affected our ability to declare the gospel with authority, or do any of the works associated with the declaration of His word! We have managed to clog the plumbing so to speak, and have thereby restricted the flow of the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Israel had the same problem, for they too lost their fear of GOD. When the LORD GOD descended on Horev great dread fell upon the people; so much so, that they told Moshe, "you go and hear GOD for us, for why should we perish; for who has heard the LORD speak from the midst of the fire and lived as we have?" The LORD heard the words of His people and said, "They are right in all they have spoken. Oh that they had such a heart in them that they would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and their children forever!" (Deut. 5:22-29)
We, in this nation, as a people who are supposed to be representing who He is through deeds and words have acted out the same way! We have lost our fear of GOD and most shamefully disregarded the commandments which He has written on the fleshy tables of our hearts. It is only through faithfully doing what He has commanded us that we show our love for Him; for as the Scriptures teach faith without works is dead, so when we are walking in obedience to what He has written upon our hearts, we in turn are loved by the Father through the Son who manifests Himself to us. If we keep His commandments we are able to abide in Yeshua's love just as He abides in the Father's love. As a result of this obedience toward Him we show ourselves to be friends of our Lord, because we have kept the commands He has given us to do.
This is Yeshua's commandment to us which is the sum total of all that the Holy Scriptures teach; "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for His friends. These things I command you, that you love one another." (Jn.14:21; 15:10, 14, 12, 13, 17) This is very center--the heart of the matter: the reverential fear of the LORD GOD. This is the essence of Yeshua's atoning work on the cross. It is only in the laying down of our lives first for Him, and then for each other that His love for us, His love in us, and working through us can be manifested to the world through the cross of Messiah Yeshua our Lord. Amen!
We must pick up our cross as He did and follow Him where He leads and allow Him to place His yoke upon our necks. This is the main reason we are so ineffective in the Kingdom and why our witness lacks believability. We talk about the cross, about picking up His yoke, but like the Pharisees, we too often ask others to do what we ourselves are not willing to do and thereby manifest hypocrisy and not reverence toward GOD! We do not reverentially fear Him enough to pick up our crosses and follow Him wherever He leads. This is the foundation of sacrificial love, the power of our witness and why because we do not walk in this that we come across as hypocrites!
Perhaps we should attend a few less conferences, a few less camp meetings, and put aside the over abundance of coddling, constant stroking and be the man or woman of GOD we are supposed to be. It is time to stop licking our wounds and put on the Lord; who hanging on His cross, disregarded His own agony to see to the suffering of the man hanging next to Him.
My brothers and sisters it is time to strengthen ourselves for battle, to be courageous and pick up our cross and enter into the battle with relish and without any fear. Perhaps we need to spend a lot more time in His Presence pursuing that which is much more profitable for our spiritual growth! Maybe we should do a lot more taking of what we have been freely given and giving it freely to the lost. Perhaps we should stop building multi-million dollar edifices and take all that money, time, effort, and truly invest it in GOD'S Kingdom.
Finally, we must first and foremost, give back to the Holy Spirit the authority that we have usurped from Him, which was given Him by the Lord Yeshua to raise up His House. We must therefore repent in sackcloth and ashes and ask forgiveness for our sin of pride and self will. Perhaps then He will be gracious to us, forgive us and fill our hearts with the love of the fear of Him. Then and only then, we will once more preach the cross of Messiah with power and authority. This then is the Rock of Foundation: Messiah Yeshua is the fullness of all of who and what GOD the Father is: His character, nature, eternality, power, authority, wisdom, majesty, mercy, grace, truth and above all He is the fullness of His love. Yeshua is He in whom the Father manifested and expressed Himself. He is the Great I AM, sent in flesh, blood and bone to be cleft for us, crucified for the sin of man. He is the Rock cleft by Moshe in the desert which poured forth life giving water to the multitude of families and livestock whom GOD delivered from Egypt. He is this same Rock who later was cleft for us, who poured out His Holy blood, and hanging accursed for the sins of men, gave life to all who would trust in Him. He is the Salvation of GOD Most High.
I have heard the gospel preached, but not often with the power, authority and the anointing of the Holy Spirit. For without the Spirit of GOD going forth with the word that is preached the yoke of slavery unto sin is never broken! The Foundation laid by GOD for man's redemption is the Messiah Yeshua. The preaching of the cross of Messiah Yeshua for the remission of sin is the Gospel of our Lord. It is only when we stop trivializing and taking the atonement that our Lord made for us for granted that we will be able once more to speak the gospel with power and authority. Then these dead bones that we spoke of will spring to life and true revival will sweep through our congregations as well as our nation.
What then, does His gospel declare to man? The gospel declares what GOD requires of man, and through the Torah, He identifies our sin as sin. Then Scripture teaches; the Torah as our Schoolmaster leads us to Messiah. Therefore, the Gospel is the preaching of the cross, which is the satisfying of the just requirement of GOD's Torah (the complete written expression of GOD's teaching for a just and righteous life which states that if a man shall do them he shall live.). No man has ever accomplished this requirement but one, our Lord Yeshua; everyone else has fallen short of GOD's glory. All of the Holy Scriptures are in agreement, there are none who are righteous in the eyes of the LORD, and all men have sinned.
If there is any one thing that will cause more people to stumble and give them a false sense of security, it is a false or incomplete gospel. That gospel will lead them straight into the jaws of hell fire. A false conversion is devastating, for the person has believed something that makes them think that they have been made right with GOD when they are in reality still walking in darkness and a slave to the prince of this world. The false prophet who has preached this lie is not any better off, for he has been swallowed up by the false gospel he himself has preached, and like quicksand swallows up the unwary traveler. Such people become twice the sons of hell that they once were, falling deeper into the darkness of sin, and further from the light of Messiah. This is the havoc sown and the devastation reaped because of the incomplete or false preaching of a gospel other than that which our Lord Yeshua commanded us to speak. Therefore, we must preach the full truth of the cross or our words will lack power, authority, and anointing. No anointing, no Holy Spirit, no Holy Spirit present to go forth with the words, no chance for the heart to be pierced, or the seed to be planted which allows for true repentance to take place.
GOD desires two things in this matter, one that we thoroughly understand what the Gospel is, and two, that we properly communicate it to others so that His Holy Spirit can go forth with the words of truth. If the word of truth is received into the good soil of a good heart it will grow, and hopefully bear much fruit. If it falls onto rocky soil or the hard pack of a well traveled road, and it is rejected, so be it. The important thing to remember here is that we spoke GOD's word according to what was given us by the Spirit so the Spirit of the LORD could do His work. We must return to the pure simplicity of this message for it is the command and the commission that we have been given by the King of kings and the LORD of lords! The command and commission states, "all authority has been given Me in Heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, immersing them into the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and know, I AM with you always, to the end of the age, Amen.” (Matt. 28:18b-20)
In the next chapter we will see in great detail what repentance unto salvation really entails so that we will be completely enabled by the Holy Spirit to fulfill the commandment given us by our Lord.
What then is True Repentance?
I put this chapter in this book for two reasons. One, too many followers of “The Way” don't know what the gospel is. Two, for those of you who do understand what the gospel is, it is my hope that the words written here will re-ignite the fire in you that you once had, that you should shake the dust from off yourselves and Go Preach It!
So what then is true repentance and what are we repenting from? What is the fruit of true repentance and why do I need to repent? How are we able to repent, believe, and have faith in what GOD says?
Before these questions are answered, I want to make it perfectly clear that the Almighty GOD is not indebted to man, it is quite the opposite! I do not mean to imply we are able to repay the LORD for our salvation, only that we sometimes act as though the LORD owed mankind something!
This question about salvation may seem to be overstating the obvious, but I believe it needs to be declared with zealous exhortation. It seems to me, that all too often we take our salvation for granted because of our lack of reverential fear for the LORD our GOD because we have not acknowledged in our hearts that He is The Sovereign of the universe. The Sovereign LORD GOD is not someone we simply put on hold and say to. “I’ll get back to you in a minute." All too often this is our posture toward Him, which is extremely disrespectful, rude and contemptuous behavior toward the one who we say is our Father and is GOD the LORD!
"I AM He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins." (Is. 43:25)
GOD does what He does based on His just and righteous nature which is founded on and established in the sacrificial death of Messiah Yeshua, the Lamb of GOD who takes away the sins of the world! Yeshua is His expression of the unconditional love that He has for humanity. We must recognize, as He opens our understanding to these things, that all His judgments against mankind, are based upon His indictment of sin against us, that this indictment is without prejudice and is absolutely true.
Then once we have heard the charges against us, and the adjudication the truth that the gospel yields, as spoken by someone filled with His Holy Spirit and under the anointing of the Spirit, we will either acknowledge His words to be true or false. Based upon our response to these words of life that where spoken to us, we judge ourselves worthy of eternal life or of eternal damnation. There is no middle ground! This is not to say that this maybe the only time we’ll ever hear the gospel, or that the Lord Yeshua will not try again to draw us into His sheepfold. For we know GOD takes no pleasure in the death of any man, but rather He desires that all men should come to the knowledge of salvation unto eternal life in His Son Yeshua the Messiah. However, we must understand this: tomorrow is promised to no man; today is the day of salvation! We should therefore consider carefully that the day we hear the gospel maybe our last hours alive on earth.
Once having heard all the truth that the gospel entails, we can never, at the time we appear before GOD's Throne say to Him, "I never knew about your salvation."
This is why we must keep to the simplicity of the preaching of the cross which has at its heart the shed blood of the Lamb of GOD, Yeshua the Messiah for the remission of sins. The truth of the gospel is simple and pure and must not be polluted with human wisdom or repentance will never take place. The simple truth is: it is the cross and nothing but the cross of Messiah that sets us free! There is nothing more and nothing less that will absolve us of the penalty of the death sentence that is against us. Through this one unfathomable act of love that the Father exhibited toward humanity, as is it is expressed through the laying down of the life of His only begotten Son, who suffering the full fury of GOD's wrath has reconciled both Jew and gentile, slave and free, male and female, people of every race and color to Himself. In Yeshua and Yeshua alone are we saved and in no other name on earth or in heaven do we have salvation!!
"...And You with very deep love have saved my soul from the pit of destruction, for you have thrown all my sins behind your back...Thus says the LORD GOD " For I will forgive their iniquity and I will remember their sins no more...He will turn, He will show us mercy; He will trample our iniquities; and you will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea.” (Is. 38:17; Jer. 31:34; Mi. 7:19) The LORD promises to do all this if, we will simply agree with Him, the Judge of the Universe and confess before Him our guiltiness because of our sins; then He will show us mercy.
"Come let us reason together says the LORD: though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though they be as red as crimson, they shall be as wool!" (Is. 1:18)
In order to understand the true nature of what repentance is, we must understand what the charges against us are; "And also the Splendor of Israel does not lie nor repent for He is not a man that He should repent." (1 Sam. 5:19). Thus we know that the charges against us are true and without prejudice. Now let us answer the whys and wherefores of repentance.
1. Man disobeyed and rebelled against the LORD in Eden. “And the LORD
GOD commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat of it in dying you shall surely die." (Gen.2: 16-17) With this one single act of disobedience toward GOD all men received the death sentence in every generation; like some malevolent, aberrant death gene passed down from generation to generation, all men would hereafter be spiritually stillborn and have a life span that decreased from one thousand years to seventy. When this happened not only did Adahm and Chava (Adam and Eve lose access to direct fellowship with GOD, but all men thereafter suffered the same loss, and we were no more clothed with the glory of GOD.
"For since through Adahm came death, through the Son of Adahm also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adahm all die, even so in Messiah all shall be made alive." (l Co. l5:21-22) If we say to ourselves, "I am not to be blamed with Adahm's sin," very well then, hear the word of the LORD on this matter: "When they sin against You (the people) for, there is no one who does not sin...For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin." (2 Chron. 6:36a; Eccl.7:20) So the Judge of heaven and earth deems that argument irrelevant. "The soul that sins shall die...but every man shall die for his own sin." (Ez. 18:4, 20; 2 Kg. 14:6b)
2. All men have sinned and are therefore without excuse. There is no man who is innocent of sin! All the commandments have been broken by all men; if we break one of His commandments we've broken every single one of them!
"Do not think that I came to abrogate the Torah and the Prophets but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you till heaven and earth pass away, not one yud or stroke of the scribes pen by no means pass from the Torah till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one the least of these commandment's and teaches men to do so, shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven; but whoever does and teaches, he shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven...For whoever shall keen the whole Torah. and yet sins in (one of the commandments) he is guilty of all (sinning against the whole Torah)...Cursed is the one who does not abide by all the things that have been written in the Book of the Torah to do them." (Matt. 5:17-19; Ja.2:10; Deut. 27:26)
3. Man is completely unclean before GOD, the King and only Righteous Judge and Potentate of the Universe. When Isaiah appeared before the LORD in His Throne Room, in the Presence of pure holiness Isaiah declares without reservation and absolute conviction of heart; "Woe is me! For I am utterly destroyed; for I am a man of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King the LORD of Hosts."(Is. 6:5) The apostle Peter after seeing the work that Yeshua did described in Luke 5:8-9 does pretty much the same thing after recognizing that he like Isaiah is standing the Presence of pure holiness. He too like Isaiah falls to his knees and cries out with the same conviction, "Depart from me for I am a sinful man."
4. We are all charged with unrighteousness before the LORD GOD and His Messiah Yeshua!
"Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man is great in the earth, and that the intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." (Gen.6:5-6)
So great is the propensity of man's heart toward evil that GOD was grieved in His heart.
"Alas, sinful nation, a people burdened down with lawlessness, a brood of evil doers, children who are immoral and depraved! ...The whole head is sick, and the whole heart feeble, without conviction and darkened. From the soul of the foot even to the head, no soundness in it, wounded, and bruised and putrefying sores; not having been closed or bound up, or soothed with ointment." (Is. 1:4a, 5b, 6)
We are altogether corrupted because of sin. We are constantly at war against the Spirit of the LORD in our unsaved state.
"We are full of malice, envy and hatred, lovers of ourselves degenerate and debased. We are lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, implacable, slanders, profligates ,brutish, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with pride, and conceited. Rather than being lovers of GOD, we are lovers of pleasure; holding to an outward form of godliness (religiosity) but denying the power of GOD.”(2 Tim. 3:2-5)
Slaves to the lusts of this world, we are easily led astray and seduced by many unhealthy passions. We become foolish and disobedient because we refuse to pay heed to the conscience GOD placed within and thinking ourselves to be wiser than the GOD who created all things and through whose mercy we are offered salvation in His Son Messiah Yeshua, we deny Him access to our hearts. Nothing has changed; not from the times of Noah, to the times of the prophets to the present day! GOD is still rising early to open the ears of His, apostles, prophets, and evangelists, and send them out to a stubborn and rebellious world, crying out, "repent and turn from your evil ways, turn to Me and I will give you life." "There are none who are righteous or who does good." (Ps. 10:14:1-3, 53:1-3; Eccl. 7:20)
5. "Everyone has turned away from GOD they have together become unprofitable.” Rom 3:11-12)
6. The proof of a man's uncleanness is clearly shown by the wickedness that
is within his heart and comes out of his mouth. "Mankind’s throat is an open grave, our tongues practice deceit; the poison of snakes is under our lips; our mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." (Ps. 5:9, 140:3; Rom. 3:13, 14)
"That which goes out the mouth comes from the heart; this is what defiles a man. For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false testimonies and blasphemies. These are the things that defile men..." (Matt. 15:18-20a)
7. “Our feet run to evil, and we hasten to shed innocent blood. We walk in the lawlessness of our hearts, wasting and destruction follow us.” (Prov. 1:16; Is. 59:7; Rom. 3:15)
8. We do not know the way of peace and there is no justice in our ways. It
is because of the wickedness in our hearts, that we like a sea tossed about by the winds of a great storm, having no rest and constantly cast up mire and dirt; just like the filth and defilement of our hearts. Thus we have no peace. (Is. 57:20-21; 59:8; Rom. 3:16-17)
9. The works of man are works of lawlessness, and the acts of violence are in our hands. (Is. 59:6b)
10. There is no fear of GOD in us! (Ps. 36:1; Rom. 3:18)
The specifications:
I. We have worshiped other gods and not the One true and only GOD. "For the wrath of GOD is revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of GOD is clearly demonstrated in them, for GOD has shown it to them; For since the creation of the world His divine nature is clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, (that is) His eternal power and Deity, so that they (mankind) is without excuse, because, although they knew GOD, they did not glorify Him as GOD, nor were they thankful, but became senseless in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened." (Ps. 19:1-6; Rom.1:18-21) "Who has ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound up the waters in His garment? Who has established the ends of the earth? What is His Name and what is His Son's?" (Prov. 30:4)
II. We have committed idolatry. This includes paganism, the deifying of manmade gods, nature, and satan. Idolatry IS everything and anything else that has taken the place of the LORD GOD in our hearts; a place that only He designed to be filled by Him and Him alone. We have set up idols in our hearts and committed fornication with them.
"Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible GOD into an image made like corruptible man---and birds and four footed and creeping things." (Rom. 1:22-23; Deut. 4:15-19)
"...who exchanged the truth of GOD for the lie, and worshiped and served that which was created rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen." (Rom. 1:25)
III. We blaspheme The Name of the LORD GOD all day long, and using His Holy Name and the Name of His blessed Son as curse or as a swear. "You shall not take the Name of the LORD in vain that is, lightly or frivolously, in false affirmations or profanely); for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His Name in vain." (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11)
IV. We refuse to acknowledge the Sabbath. We work rather than rest in Him who made this day to remember Him and rest our spirit mind and bodies. “six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your GOD; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, your daughter, your manservant, your maidservant, your domestic animals, or the sojourner within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heavens and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day, that is why the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it.” (Ex. 20:9-11)
V. We dishonor our father and mother. "Honor your father and your mother, that your days on earth may be long upon the land. ..that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” (Ex. 20:12; Eph.6:1) "And he who curses his father or mother shall surely be put to death. For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. He who has cursed his father or his mother, his blood shall be on his own head. Whoever curses his father or his mother, his lamp will be put out in deep darkness." (Ex. 21:17; Lev. 20:9; Prov. 20:20)
VI. We commit murder, first in our hearts, by reason of hate and then if we are so inclined, we act upon our hatred.
"You shall not murder. You have heard from times past, you shall not murder, and whoever murders is in danger of the judgment. But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the judgment.” (Ex. 20:13; Matt. 5:21-22a)
VII. We commit adultery first in our hearts and minds, and then we consummate the act.
"You shall not commit adultery. You have heard from times past, 'you shall not commit adultery," but I say to you whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart." (Ex. 20:14; Matt. 5:27-28)
VIII. We pilfer, steal and rob. We borrow from our neighbor and do not return the things that he has lent us. We borrow money and do not repay. "You shall not steal. The wicked borrows and does not repay, but the righteous shows mercy and gives.” (Ps. 37:21)
IX. We falsely swear against our neighbors and vomit out gossip like a thirsty man swallows down cool water.
"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness. You shall not go about as a gossip among your people: nor shall take a stand against the life of your neighbor; I AM the LORD. Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy..." (Ex. 20:16, 23:1; Lev. 19:16; Ps. 101:5)
X. We covet our neighbor’s position in life and his possessions.
"You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbors. For this you must know and recognize that every fornicator, or unclean person, or covetous person, (that is an idolater) does not have an inheritance in the Kingdom of Messiah or of GOD." (Ex. 20:17; Eph. 5:5)
The human race is therefore by GOD's Torah judged guilty of breaking His Torah. For through the knowledge of GOD's Torah comes the knowledge of sin, identifying just what sin is. (Rom.3:20) Therefore we have been weighed, measured and found completely lacking of the glory of GOD and of His righteous. We are found guilty on all counts and are sentenced to death and hell!
What then is required of us? What is required of us is nothing less than GOD's righteousness and His perfection within us! What is this righteousness and perfection of GOD? The LORD’s nature is perfect, completely pure, sinless, and incapable of any untruthfulness. He is solely motivated by His own righteousness founded in a love that is past human comprehension and expressed in the cross of His only begotten Son Yeshua.
The unabbreviated form of His Name is Yahoshuah, YAH is Hoshua or rather YUD-HEY-VAV-HEY is Salvation. The words "My Name is in Him” spoken by the LORD to Moshe is a declaration by the Father to Moshe that He was sending the Rock, the Messenger of the Covenant. He was seen by Moshe in the burning bush and was seen as the Prince of the Armies of the LORD by Joshua, who fell on his face before Him and worshipped. The same words spoken to Moshe by He who spoke from the burning bush where spoken to Joshuah, "take your sandals off of your feet for the place upon which you stand is holy.”
This very same deliverer sent by the Father to Israel in Egypt has been sent to all mankind. This same Salvation of GOD. YAH-HOSHUA; the One who is called "My Name is in Him." is the same GOD. The Father, who in His Son, reconciled mankind to Himself through the cross of His own beloved Son. Here we have, manifested to us GOD's sinless, perfection, incarnated in the form of sinful flesh but wholly sinless with absolutely holy blood making a once and for all atonement for the sin of all men, past, present and future. He will accept nothing else but His own perfect standard of righteousness; Yeshua the Messiah, as the payment for the penalty for sin!
The holiness of GOD's nature is wonderfully expressed in the following passage, which by the way exemplifies what the fruit of the Spirit is. "The LORD, the LORD, merciful and gracious, slow to anger. and abundant in mercy and true, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin and in acquitting not dismissing sin without punishment." (Ex.34:6,7a) GOD cannot and will not set aside His righteousness nor the requirement for sinlessness, nor the just penalty for sin which is death in order that man may be made righteous. There is no slap on the hand for the penalty of sin. The penalty is death!
It would appear, at first glance that man is without hope and that the LORD has created a judicial dilemma for Himself. The Scriptures declare; man is guilty of sin and must die; "for the soul that sins shall die," says the LORD. The other part of this adjudication is that there is no man able to make a permanent atonement, a once and for all expiation as a priest, for the sins of all men because of our inherent sinful nature. So, what is the solution?
So far we have answered what we need to repent from and why we need to repent. In the next chapter with the LORD's we'll see what GOD’s solution is and answers the questions regarding what true repentance is; why we can repent, and what the fruit of genuine heartfelt repentance is.
The Rest of the Gospel
The solution that the LORD GOD of Israel has chosen is wonderfully awesome and was performed before the foundation of the earth! It is absolution for all generations past, present and future. The solution that GOD chose is, to this day, foolishness to the gentiles and a rock of stumbling to the Jewish people.
GOD had to reconcile the just requirement of the Torah with the penalty for Sin which is death. For the guiltiness of sinful flesh cannot go unpunished a price had to be paid. So this is what the Father did. " For what the Torah could not do in that it was "weak in the flesh, (that is the sinful nature of the flesh would not submit itself to the righteousness of GOD's Torah; it is not that the Torah is weak but we make it ineffective through the carnality of our incurably corrupt hearts and defiled minds), GOD did by sending His own Son (The Perfect Torah of GOD) in the likeness of sinful flesh, and as sin offering, He condemned sin in the flesh so that the just requirement of the Torah might be fulfilled in us, who are walking not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. And all things are of GOD, the One having reconciled us to Himself through Messiah and has given to us the servant hood of reconciliation, GOD, in Messiah reconciling the world to Himself, expunging the trespasses against them, and having placed in us the words of reconciliation For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin so that in Him we might become the righteousness of GOD. (Rom. 8:3-4; 2 Co. 5:18-19, 21)
Hear the word of the LORD the GOD of Israel; "And He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor, therefore His Arm brought Him salvation and His Righteousness yes, this sustained Him. And I looked and there was no one to bring forth aid [salvation]. And I was astonished that there was no one to uphold! Then My own Arm saved for Me, and My wrath, it upheld Me." (Is. 59:16, 63:50) So, therefore, it is through the work of GOD and Him alone working in His Son Messiah Yeshua who accomplished salvation by Himself for us; who where under the curse of the Torah. Cursed by it because we could never walk in it completely nor with fidelity of heart do all that GOD’s Holy Torah demands. Thus as the Scripture says, "For as many are under the works of the Torah are under the curse, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the Book of the Torah, to do them. ‘But that no one is justified by the Torah in the sight of GOD is evident, 'for the righteous shall live by faith. Yet the Torah is not of faith, but 'the man who does them shall live by them.' Messiah has redeemed us from the curse of the Torah, having become a curse for us. For it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.' (Deut. 27:26; Hab. 2:4; Lev. 18:5; Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:10-13)
When Shavuot came and the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the one hundred and twenty, Peter rose up and boldly spoke the words of GOD's salvation, preaching the shed blood of Messiah Yeshua for the atonement of the sins of all men. These were the words of the New Brit ( Covenant) cut in the holy, sinless, blood of His only begotten Son Yeshua, made known to all and that which was declared by the LORD in the book of Genesis, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. When the people heard the words of the Brit Ha Chadasha (New Covenant) they where pierced in their hearts and cried out, "What shall we do?" These people where so overcome with their sin at the speaking of these words that they grieved over them. "Therefore let all the House of Israel know assuredly that GOD has made this Yeshua, whom you have crucified, both Lord and Messiah." Now when they heard this they were pierced in the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, " Men and brethren what shall we do?" (Acts 2:36, 37) In the second Book of
Chronicles, we have the following words, “Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the Torah that he tore his clothes." (2 Chron. 34:19) This was a sign of a heart that was truly broken, although, after awhile, the act of rending ones garment was more for show rather than genuine guilt, it became hypocrisy, for the actions did not match the results. "Now, therefore, says the LORD, "turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." So rend your heart and not your garments..." (Joel 2:12,13)
"The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart and saves such as have a contrite spirit...A broken and a contrite heart--these, O GOD, you will not despise...But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to him, “Thus says the LORD GOD of Israel: 'Concerning the words which you have heard-- because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before GOD when you heard His words against this place and its inhabitants, and humbled yourself before Me, and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I have also heard you says the LORD.” (Ps. 34:18, 51:17b; 2 Chron. 34:26, 27) This then, is what true heartfelt repentance is: grief and mourning over the sins committed, and as we will see, this means turning away from our sin to walk in righteousness.
Thus it is through GOD's grace that we are granted the space to repent and by His mercy that we are granted forgiveness when we humble ourselves before Him and rend our hearts before GOD in grief over our sins. The work of salvation, repentance from sin, the power to turn from sin and the faith to see these things is all from GOD, and by His grace and not the by work of man.
"Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and long suffering, not knowing that the Goodness of GOD leads you to repentance?" (Yeshua is the Goodness of GOD, The Good Shepherd who calls all men to repentance) "No one has the power of himself to come to Me unless the Father having sent Me should draw him." Like the drawing up of water from a well the Lord draws us, because water cannot draw itself from the well; neither can we come to Him of our own power.
We must freely chose through the power of faith which He Himself gives us and I will raise him up in the last day...For this reason He was saying this, 'that no man can come to Me unless the Father gives him the power'...the righteous, those justified before the eyes of GOD shall live by faith." ..Therefore by the deeds of the Torah will no flesh be justified in His sight, for by the Torah is the knowledge of sin. But, now the righteousness of GOD, through faith in Yeshua the Messiah, to all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of GOD, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Messiah Yeshua, whom GOD brought forth, as a propitiation (conciliation, appeasement, and atonement) through faith in His blood for a demonstrative manifestation of His righteousness, because the sins having previously occurred in the forbearance, (this forbearance is not simply GOD's long suffering, but rather, the fact that He did not exercise His legal rights in the matters regarding the sins of men, in that He did not insist at any point up to the offering up of His only begotten Son Yeshua, the enforcement of the penalty required of the soul that sins which is death; so that in this forbearance of GOD we might be granted time to repent) of GOD to prove in the present time His righteousness; for Him to be both just and the justifier of the one whose faith is in Yeshua. Where is the boasting (I go to church, I go to synagogue, do this good work or that good work etc). It is excluded.
By what Torah? By that of works? No, but by the Torah of faith. For we consider a man to be justified by faith apart from the works of the Torah...For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves, it is GOD's gift; not of works unless anyone should boast...Then faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the hearing of the rhemah word of Messiah." (This means, not simply words that are spoken with specific intent, or merely the ordinary words that men may speak alone, but rather, words which have life creating power and authority in them: (Thayer's Grk. Lex.). These are the words of the Living GOD that are sent forth with His anointing that set the captive free from the death penalty of sin. (Rom. 2:4; Jn. 6:44, 65; Hab. 2:4; Rom. 3:20-28; Eph. 2:8; Rom. 10:17)
Now we see clearly how we are able to repent. Based on all this, what is the fruit of repentance? Yeshua stated that all men would know that we belonged to Him by the fruit we bear! The chief fruit of our repentance is that we have become a new creation in Messiah Yeshua and that we no longer walk in our former ways! This is due to the fact that He gave us a new heart.
"Therefore, if anyone is in Messiah, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new." (2 Co. 5:17) We no longer walk after what the flesh demands of us. "But put on Messiah and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts...For as many of you as were immersed into Messiah have put on Messiah." (Rom. 13:14; Gal. 3:27) This too, is the fruit of repentance: that we have turned our back on our former manner of living and now live it for Messiah's sake.
"This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of GOD, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; who, being past having feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. But you have not the way you learned Messiah, if indeed you have heard Him, and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Yeshua: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the lusts of deceit, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to GOD, in true righteousness and holiness...But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth, do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in the image of Him who created him. ..But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Messiah's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." (Eph. 4:17-24; Col. 3:10; Gal. 5:22) This then is what true repentance is and the fruit it yields when we continually abide in Messiah Yeshua. Therefore, we see that real heartfelt repentance is sincere grief over the sins we've committed, the turning away from our sin [that is our being crucified with Messiah and raised up into the new life we now have in Him], our old nature and giving ourselves over into the hands of our Lord Yeshua. This is the Gospel, "the Brit Ha Chadasha" that is, the good news of the New Covenant between GOD and all men who will hear, believe and act upon the words with a truly penitent heart. This is He who the prophet Jeremiah spoke:
"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a New Brit (Covenant) with the House of Israel and with the House of Judah- not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers when I took them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD, but this is the covenant I will make with the House of Israel after those days, says the LORD; I will put My Torah in their minds, and write it on their hearts; I will be their GOD and they shall be My people. And the LORD your GOD will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your GOD with all your heart and with all your soul that you may live. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh. I will My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their GOD. In Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, (the old stony heart with all its unsoundness, wounds, and putrefying sores) by the circumcision of Messiah, buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in the working of GOD, who raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in trespasses, and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which is contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross, having disarmed principalities and powers, He made public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it (the cross). Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O House of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies, says the LORD GOD.” Therefore turn and live. “Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be immersed into the Name of Yeshua The messiah for the forgiveness of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ...Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is the One who immerses in the Holy Spirit. And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of GOD." (Jer. 31:31, 32; Dt.10:6; Ez. 36:25-27; 11:19, 20; Col. 2:11-14; Ez. 18:30-32; Acts 2:38; Jn. 1:33b-34)
Herein is the whole Gospel: righteousness of the SON of GOD who came in flesh, blood and bone and suffered for sins of man, and pouring out His holy blood on the cross thereby giving life to all who would believe. (Is. 52:13-53:12)
Truly then, the results that issue forth from hearing and acting upon what GOD says in the Gospel, are a heart that is sickened with grief over the sins that it has committed against Him and our fellow man. The heart of such a one as this is so sickened by its' acts of sin, it cries out to the LORD, "forgive me Lord Yeshua and cleanse me from all my sins." This individual turns away from the sins of his former life never to return and is eagerly immersed into the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Yeshua then, as the one who by the Spirit circumcised the filthy foreskins of our hearts, immerses us into His Holy Spirit as promised, sealing us and empowering us for works of service in the Kingdom. We are then discipled and equipped to become part of a living breathing expression of the body of Messiah that continually grows and reproduces itself, and according to the command of the Lord goes out and proclaims this Gospel in all the earth. The blessed fruit of true repentance is obedience toward the LORD GOD and His Messiah Yeshua, which is: unconditional love toward Him who saved us and toward everyone who has not yet rested in the Sar Shalom of GOD. If revival is ever to take place we must return to this simple message of GOD's love: The Cross of Messiah Yeshua. This must take place in our own hearts first and we must never lose sight of the cross of our Savior, or be wearied at the preaching of It, for it is the power of GOD to save us and all men. What a sorry people we are, if what we have received of Him who has been taken for granted by us. Nothing is so putrid as more dead religion. For if we have truly taken our salvation for granted, then, we are what the Scripture declares us to be; a people having the outward appearance of piety but denying the power of GOD and that is hypocrisy in its most grievous form!
Therefore let us take heart, turn back toward GOD, walk in the gospel of our Messiah with a contrite spirit and a broken heart; being humble before our Lord and before men that His light may be seen in us and we may not lose our saltiness. Hoshanah Rabbah! Bring your great salvation now O LORD GOD and revive us that we may once more be your obedient servants and faithful witnesses, serving you with integrity of heart through our actions and our words so that we may declare the Gospel of our Lord Yeshua The Messiah with power and authority Amen! Amen!
GOD's Requirement of His Character
In His People and His Ministers
There is, to be sure, an immense lack of humility, a large amount of arrogance and much presumptuousness in the House of GOD amongst His people. The result of this is that the control and oversight of the House of our Lord that was given to the Holy Spirit by the Lord Yeshua has been usurped by the shepherds who are supposed to be submitted to the Holy Spirits authority. This in turn gives way to faulty architecture in the building of the House of our Lord and has lead to error in the teaching of GOD's people. We have forgotten that the LORD is GOD and that it's not the other way around. We have also forgotten that without Him we can do nothing. The Spirit gives life and the flesh produces nothing. Some of this may in part be due to zeal without the wisdom of GOD. The rest is because, we, like in our youth, treat GOD like we did our earth fathers in that we assume that we knew better than He about all aspects of life and growing up, and how to best build in His House!
This lack of contriteness and reverence before the LORD can be attributed to the lack of time spent with Him. Therefore as a direct consequence we have no concept of His absolute sovereignty in our own lives, much less His House. If there is no intimacy between us and the Lord our GOD how can we possibly know His will for our own lives, or understand His word, much less receive direction and teaching from His Holy Spirit in regard to shepherding His Flock, or building according to His instruction? Without this kind of intimacy, how can we possibly erect the House of the LORD according to the Pattern in heaven given to us by the Holy Spirit?
If any of you have children you know that all too often when our children hear the word "maybe," they think it means an automatic yes or we're never going to answer them. The result can sometimes be troubling for the child in that he or she makes an assumption of what they believe the answer will be, act on it, and end up in serious trouble and being punished. We have done the exact same thing in GOD's House! If we disciplined our children for such presumptuousness, how much more will the Holy Spirit do to us because we acted on what we think He is saying rather than waiting for Him to give us a clear word?
The Lord is very clear as to what He requires of His people when He gives us the command to build and how we are to represent Him.
"And let them make a House of Sanctity for Me that I may dwell in their midst, in conformance to all that I am revealing to you: the tavneet-pattern, Plan of the House of Sanctity, and the pattern of all its vessels and so you shall do...Take heed that they are produced according to their pattern which you where perceiving on the mountain...And you shall raise up the House of Sanctity according to the statute of construction which you were seeing on the mountain...According to all which the LORD GOD commanded Moshe, so the children of Israel did all the work, and behold, they had done it as the LORD had commanded, so they had done and Moshe had blessed them...Perceive, concerning yourself, at this time, for the LORD has chosen you to construct a House of Sanctity; be strong and act. And David gave his son Solomon the tavneet-pattern, design of the porch and its houses, and of its treasuries, and of its upper rooms, and of its inner most rooms and the House of Reconciliation; and the pattern of all was by the Spirit with him...All was from the Hand of the LORD, in writing. He gave me comprehension of the pattern, for all the service (of the House of GOD)." (Ex. 25:8, 9, 40, 26:30, 39:42, 43; 2 Chron. 28:11, 12, 19) Chapters forty through forty-eight of Ezekiel give specific instructions of GOD's required exactness in how His House is to be built. The Scriptures in the book of Acts 7:44, the book of Hebrews 8:5 and 9:24 refer to the same requirements of GOD for His House.
The word, "pattern" or in the Hebrew: “tavneet” is an amazing word that expresses GOD's wisdom so very wonderfully here and at this place in the Scripture, so much so, that the meaning and form of the word needs to be expounded. For in this one word is summed up the entirety of GOD's plan of redemption, regeneration, resurrection, the Body of Messiah, and the building plan with all its architecture for the House of GOD.
Before I get started, let me give you all a crash course in Hebrew letters and numbers. Very simply put, every letter in the Hebrew alphabet represents one or more symbols or concepts and is assigned a number. The letter then can be interpreted by itself or together with the other letters in the word that it forms; which in turn can give greater understanding to how the word is used in the particular sentence and often times reveals wonderful insights into GOD's word. With the enlightenment and guidance of the Holy Spirit some amazing things can be revealed that might otherwise go unnoticed.
The rabbis call this system of study gem atria. This is not by any means numerology or any such thing, but merely a useful tool when administered under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. That having been said let’s start.
The word tavneet is spelled Tahv-Beht-Nun-Yud-Tahv. The numerical value of the first letter Tahv is 400 whose value means, the completion and sanctification of all things. The letter itself means: totality, infinity, a sign, resurrection, renewal, regeneration. The ancient form of the letter is a cross. In verse 8 and 9 of Exodus chapter 25 the word preceding tavneet is eht, Aleph- Tahv and is a definite article which clearly identifies the word following it. Yeshua says I Am the Aleph and the Tahv, the First and the Last. If we combine the first letter of the word eht which is aleph with the first letter of the word tavneet which is tahv we again get the same result! In fact to further illustrate this you will find that if we take the ancient form of the letter aleph and superimpose it upon the ancient form of the letter tahv, we will see that the two letters become one! This is significant because the next three letters in the word tahvneet, Beht-Nun-Yud spell out the word My Son. Now remembering that the first letter tahv in its ancient form is a cross, and means the completion and sanctification of all things, and then combining what we have gleaned from this word thus far, the meaning is amazing! We end up with the following: "In My Son's cross is the completion and sanctification of all things."
Next when we total up the value of the next three letters beht, nun, yud, they have a value of 26 which, is the same numerical value within the Name of GOD: Yud-Hey-Vav-Hey 10+5+6+5 which equals 26! Yeshua said that He and His Father are One! If we look at the first four letters of the word tahvneet, tahv-beht-nun-yud, we have the word tihvnee which means House of GOD. The last letter of the word tahvneet is also a tahv, emphasizing the perfection found in GOD and all His work!
When we combine everything we have gleaned from this word we have this one, single word expressing the following; "I AM the Beginning and the end, First and the Last. My Son and I are One. In Me is life, resurrection, and regeneration, and in Him and through Him did I reconcile all men to Myself on the cross. In Him I brought all things to completion: "it is finished." I AM the Author and Finisher of your faith. It is in and through My Son that I establish My word. He bears My Name and He is the Pattern for you who are the temples of My Spirit. He is the faithful one, The Architect and Builder of My House in which I dwell! This is an incredible statement that is drawn out from this one word and although it is a very brief explanation of this word, it is specific enough to make the case for how very important it is to the LORD GOD that we understand that His Son is the Pattern. We must understand it is the very essence and character of this Pattern that He wishes to establish in us so that we can be transformed into His image and likeness. As the Scripture says, "Now we all with a face, having been unveiled, seeing the Glory of the LORD as though reflected in a mirror are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. (1 Co. 3:18)
His Pattern is the one and only Pattern through which we are transformed through the working of the Holy Spirit so that we reflect His character and image from the inside out. It is this Pattern, this one Way, seen in the heavenlies and declared to us by the Father, by which we are to disciple, equip, and be equipped. Through this one perfect Pattern and one perfect Way we are directed how we are to build and are how we are being built together. Thus says the LORD, "They shall be My people, and I will be their GOD; then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may revere Me forever, for the good of them and their children after them." (Jer. 32:39)
There is no other blueprint to follow or Chief Architect to obey, but the One sent by the Father who, is "the image of the invisible GOD, the firstborn over all creation, for by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth...And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist...For in Him dwells the fullness of the GODHEAD in bodily form; and you are complete in Him..." (Col. 1:15-16a, 2:9, 10a) So then, it is Yeshua, who having been sent by the Father, has sent His Holy Spirit to us; "And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-the Spirit of Truth...However when He, the Spirit of Truth has come, He will lead you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own, but whatever He hears (of Me) He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you." (Jn. 14:16, 17a, 16:13-15)
The Helper is the one who comes along side to uphold, strengthen, anoint, gift, teach and both gives instruction to build and is the Builder of the House of GOD, without whom, we accomplish absolutely nothing! Only through yielding ourselves to the Holy Spirit will we ever see The House Of GOD emerge as He has ordained it should. Only once we acknowledge this in our hearts and in obedience to the Holy Spirit then, we will see what we have read about in the New Testament Scriptures take place when the Holy Spirit at Shavuoth (Pentecost), was first poured out on all flesh, take place in our life time. This will be a revival like none other and will thoroughly shake the House of GOD to its unshakeable foundation. This time the glory of the latter House will be greater than the former! This is how revival comes, first to each of us in our own hearts, then to our families and our nation.
The exactness that the LORD requires in the adherence to the instructions for building in His House is also required in the character of those anointed and gifted to do the work. It is not enough to function in the particular gift or calling. More important than this, is that the character and nature of Him who gave the gift is being manifested in the witness and testimony of the one performing the work. This way He who is doing the work is plainly seen, that is the Lord and not men! "Now when they saw the boldness of Kefa (Peter) and Yochachnan (John), and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Yeshua. And seeing the man standing with them, they could say nothing." (Acts 4:13, 14) See how the character and nature of the One whom we spend time with is manifested in the work and how because of this, the work cannot be denied!
We can by no means have exactness in the work we do in GOD's House without first having exactness in our character, in particular that of His ministers. Look at the LORD's requirements for His ministers. Notice there is no requirement for a degree in theology.
"The Torah of Truth was in his mouth, and injustice was not found on his lips. He walked with Me in peace and equity, and turned many away from lawlessness. For the lips of the priest should keep knowledge, and the people should seek the Torah from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. And of His prophets He says, 'But if they had stood in My counsel, and had caused My people to hear My words, then they would have turned them from their evil way and from the evil of their doings." (Mal. 2:6, 7; Jer. 23:22)
The words of Paul in the Brit Ha Chadasha (New Testament) echo the similar requirements, but more closely follow the statutes for the priesthood from the Book of Leviticus. The pronouncement here is for both elders and deacons;
"An elder then must be without reproach, the husband of one wife, restrained in his behavior, sober-minded, respectable, hospitable, skillful in teaching, not given to much wine, not violent, but forbearing, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, having his children in subjection with all respect. For if anyone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for the house of GOD? He must not be a new convert or he might become conceited, and might fall into the judgment the of satan. Now it is necessary also that he have a good testimony from those outside (the congregation), that he might not fall into the trap of satan." (1 Tim. 3:2-7; Tit. 1:6-9)
Therefore the Holy Spirit requires His ministers to be completely submitted to Him, occupied in His word, hungry for His righteousness, immersed in His word and His Presence. The man of GOD is to be daily filled with the Holy Spirit so that we might be fully equipped for service in His House. As His ministers, in order that we properly represent the LORD before His people as well as the world, we must remain humble before Him and men. This requires brokenness of heart, a spirit that is contrite, and a teachable spirit. When we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit with such a heart as this, we show the depth of our love for Him. For, this exemplifies the kind of love that flows out from an obedient heart. The LORD is then able to function through us, without hindrance, so that who He is, His character and nature, is clearly manifested in our actions. Thus, the words of our mouth, that is, our testimony, and our witness, all of our actions in every situation that are seen by others are in harmony with each other without hypocrisy. Unfortunately, it is the lack of these very things in all of us, but most particularly in GOD's ministers, that has soured our witness and our testimony in this country. The result of this a lack of power and authority as a corporate body in the United States to function as the Lord Yeshua's ambassadors of His salvation with the effectiveness of the first century church!
Unquestionably, it is the lack of these things in each and every one of us, but in particular those men of GOD who are seen most publicly the ministers that have brought us to the place we are at now. We have become a hedonistic; a self indulgent, self-absorbed, self-willed, and disobedient people who have fallen from our first love. We have fallen from the burning zeal to please the Lord that we had when He first saved us and when we first fell in love with Him. We have, as a whole become a laughing stock because of the double standard in our witness! In a word we have become religious and we don't walk the talk! Our saltiness is lacking and our light has been diminished by the sophistication of the world. Webster's Third New International Dictionary defines “sophistication" to mean: to allure deceptively, adulterate, not to be in a natural, pure or original state. It is unfortunate and sad, but we have joined the ranks of the worlds religious. We have a form of godliness and, whether we realize it or not, through our faithlessness we deny His power and in doing this we have forsaken our reverence toward GOD, which is the very holiness that we have been commanded to cling to!
"The LORD also said to me in the day of Josiah the king, 'have you seen what apostate Israel has done? She has gone under every hill and under every green tree, and has committed whoredom there.' And after she had done all this, I said, "she will return to Me!" but she did not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw. And I watched---when for all the causes for which apostate Israel committed adultery, I put her away and gave her a writ of divorce---yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, and she also went and played the whore!" (Jer. 3:6-8)
Judah did not learn, even when she saw the punishments that the LORD GOD punished Israel with, she paid no heed to the repercussions for the sins that were committed against the LORD, but simply followed suit. If we do not take heed to these lessons ourselves, we too will suffer the same punishments as our sister Judah did.
What whoredom have we committed? We have pursued the idols of pleasure and personal achievement and not a life that is laid down for Messiah. We have pursued the gospel of the American dream and not the gospel of Messiah. Wherein lays our treachery? It lies in the fact, that we have, by pursuing these things, betrayed the trust and confidence of the Lord Yeshua. This is if not apostasy, the closest thing to it! God speaks of Jerusalem and says, "Because you have not remembered the days of your youth, but have troubled Me in all these; so behold, I will also give back to you, your own way on your own head declares the LORD GOD. And you shall not commit wickedness in addition to all your abominations. Behold, all who use proverbs shall use against you this proverb, saying, As mother so is the daughter. You are your mothers daughter, who despises her husband and her sons...'Look, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and a abundance of idleness was in her and her daughters (we should be warned by this, for we as a people and a nation suffer from the same indulgences); and she did not strengthen the poor and needy’s hand. And they where prideful and did abominations before My face." (Ez. 16:43, 44, 49, 50)
It would behoove us to pay heed to Scripture when it says these things, for they are for examples to us. For, if we do not listen to what the LORD is speaking to us, we will provoke the Holy Spirit of GOD to anger. Or are we so fool hearty to believe, that what GOD did to His first born son Israel, in order to chasten him, that he might turn back to the LORD; won't be done to us, so that we also might once more serve Him with all our hearts? For the apostle Paul declares to the Congregation of GOD in Corinth; "I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers that our fathers were all under the Cloud (of GOD's Glory) and all passed through the sea (Egypt: the sensual pleasures of this world left behind) and all were immersed into Moshe,(a type of immersion foreshadowing our immersion into Yeshua) in the Cloud (the Holy Spirit) and in the sea, (the burying of the old man) and all ate the same spiritual food, ( the Bread of Life: Yeshua, of who, if a man eats, he shall never hunger again) and all drank the same spiritual drink, form the Spiritual Rock (who if a man drinks, he shall never be thirsty again) following after them and that Rock was Messiah. Never the less GOD was not satisfied with the greater portion of them, for they were cast down and strewn about the wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples for us not to be desirous of wickedness as they also desired. Neither should we become idolaters as some of them, as it is written 'the people sat down to eat and drink and stood up to mock.' Neither, let us prostitute ourselves and act unfaithfully (toward GOD) as some of them acted unfaithfully and fell twenty-three thousand in one day. Neither let us test Messiah as some of them were tested and were being destroyed by serpents. Neither, grumble (against GOD) and they were destroyed by the destroying angel (the angel of death). Now these things happened as examples to these, but were written as an admonition for us to whom the consummations of the ages have come." (1 Co. 10:1-11) We must return to the Cross of Messiah, and to He who is The Pattern of GOD sent from GOD to us who have been called by His Name and sanctified by His Spirit!
The Congregation of Messiah Yeshua in this nation has become like a Symphony orchestra, who although may play its music well individually, it has the sound of screeching cats when it tries to play in unison because it pays no attention to the Maestro: that is our Lord Yeshua. We all play music, we all call ourselves musicians, and say we all play for the same symphony orchestra, but no one can tell because everyone is playing the music according to their own understanding! We've forgotten that only when we play according to the direction of the Maestro: our Conductor, the Lord Yeshua, does what we play together sound like music. It is only when we submit to Him and each other in love, allowing the Holy Spirit to rule in us individually and corporately that the music is in harmony, in tune, and in time. Then the world can see that we belong to Him, because our hearts are beating in unison with His and each others. This then, is how the nature and character of Messiah is supposed to be expressed: the unity of the Spirit in love.
As long as we continue to build according to what we perceive to be correct, and not according to the command of the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to have complete authority in our lives; or whether it be how we disciple and equip His sheep, nothing we build will endure. It will not endure because it is not held together with the mortar of the Spirit which is obedience through love.
We will never mature or come to the full stature of mature men and women of GOD. We will always be walking lame and because of our lameness be disqualified from the priestly service that the LORD our GOD has ordained for us. The Scripture states the following, "There is a way that seems upright before a man but the end of it is the ways of death...Now therefore, listen to me, children, for blessed are they that keep My ways. Hear instruction and be wise and do not ignore it. Blessed is the man listening to Me to diligently wait at My threshold, day by day, as watchman at the doorposts of My doors...Therefore lift up the hands having become weak and the feet having become feeble and restore, make straight the paths for your feet, so that you may be healed, unless what is lame may be put out of joint..." (Prov. 14:12, 8:32, 33; Heb. 12:12, 13)
Without this wisdom and without paying careful attention to GOD's Pattern we have no vision. This vision that is spoken of in the Word of GOD is not defined as men define vision. When the Scripture speaks of vision it does not define it as a goal or strategy to achieve some goal, but rather a spiritual seeing, completely revelatory and wholly prophetic in its nature. This kind of insight comes by the grace of GOD and through an obedient heart that diligently seeks His face and believes that He is the great I AM. This is a scarce commodity that is rarely seen in much of GOD's House, His people or His ministers in this nation.
This cold hard fact is evidenced by our lack of witness and testimony as a people of GOD in this nation and is our pitiful condition right now! "Where there is no revelation (prophetic insight from GOD) the people are unbridled." The Word of GOD that produces life: rhemah was rare. (Prov. 29:18a; I Sam.3:1b) As it was then, so it is now, every man does what is right in his own eyes and the Holy Spirit of GOD withholds Himself from us until we will return to Him with all our hearts. He stays at a distance because of the sin of our disobedience toward Him; in that we have not allowed Him to equip, oversee, and build as He sees fit. He is patiently waiting for us to acknowledge that He knows best how to shepherd His House and that He is GOD and we are not!
Because of these things there is little or no revelation knowledge bursting through like rivers of living water; and this not because He is unable or unwilling, but it is our hearts that are choked off with running things the way we see fit, and we are not walking in obedience to His will. If we will repent and return to the Cross of Messiah, dying to ourselves, submitting to the rule of His Holy Spirit in our lives individually as well as corporately, then like a might rushing wind He will come down, renewing us with living water and bringing with Him the revival we so desperately cry out for and need.
In this nation especially, we have undoubtedly done more harm in this generation to our witness and testimony to our Lord, than at any other time in history. We have behaved shamefully arrogant and prideful in our ministries and not very apologetic when it comes to presenting the simple but profound truth of the Cross of Messiah Yeshua.
Instead of recognizing ourselves as being better off than we once where, to many times we consider ourselves better than everyone else. Often times, because we have been cleansed of our sin, we often portray ourselves as being born lily white and smelling just as sweet. Through this type of behavior we have grossly misrepresented our Lord Yeshua.
We are who we spend time with, so perhaps we should fall to our faces, repent and pray that the LORD GOD of Israel, the Sovereign King of the Universe will forgive us and fill us with the love of the fear of the LORD! We as His people and priests have drifted far away from our reverential fear of the LORD, and because of this we walk in our own wisdom which is folly and not in the wisdom of GOD. Without His wisdom many have been lead away from the truth and seduced by the love of this world.
Many of those claiming to serve GOD have turned the preaching of the Cross into commerce, and by doing so make themselves to be false prophets, and false teachers puffed up with pride, more full of themselves than of the Holy Spirit. They are seduced by and are seducing through trickery and others with the sensuality of this present world. Believing themselves to be something that they are not; they are filled with pride, self-willed and selfish toward the flock of GOD. They are wicked and evil shepherds who have deceived themselves into thinking themselves great. They are boastful and very near to destruction unless they repent. This very lack of the character of Messiah in us has brought us to this place.
The LORD's Reproof and Course Correction
We have in many areas of our witness and testimony toward our LORD gone astray, but none as ashamedly as in the area of money! We suffer from the sin of the love of money, it permeates us with a foul stench, and the sad truth is that this sin has leavened the House of GOD. If we have not been redeemed with silver or gold, but by the blood of the Lamb, why do we now, turn around and profit on what has been given to us freely so that we, in and of our own power might sustain the ministry we are in?
If the ministry is of GOD, the LORD GOD will constantly and wondrously sustain it because it is His ministry and His glory! The LORD does it like that so that no man or group of men might get the praise and honor for it, and that all might see that it is GOD and He alone that provides for His ministries through people whom He has given generous hearts. The Spirit of GOD does all this without any coercion or manipulation, or gimmicks; He simply says to all with a heart that is willing to give, 'give', no more, no less. When there is sufficient provision He says, 'it is enough'! We cannot sell the word of GOD for money. If we cannot afford to offer such things as cassettes, DVD’s and other such materials for free, and as part of our service toward the LORD GOD and His people we should not offer them at all!
There are worse things, like the nauseating experience of hearing, and seeing a minister who takes and twists GOD's word around to mean something it is not. Here in are two examples: One is the parable of the sower from Matt. 13:18-23 and the second is from Is. 55:10,11 which is as bad, or worse in the way it is used, because it blasphemes the gift of GOD and His love toward us! The first example of this is as follows.
Matt.13:18-23, is the Midrash (parable) of the ‘Sower,’ not the investor’s guide to financial growth. Therefore according to the Lord Yeshua, the following is true and any other rendering of this His Midrash is a lie.
A) The soil represents the heart of the hearer, its condition, and receptiveness to the Word of the Kingdom. This does not refer to our wallets!
B) The sower of the seed is the Son of Man: the Lord Yeshua.
C) THE SEED IS NOT MONEY! It is the Living Word of GOD, and of the Kingdom. Any other interpretation of this is a cursed lie, because it is in direct contradiction to what the Lord Yeshua says it means.
D) The return, the fruit, the yield of what has or has not found its way into the hearers heart, is based on what kind of heart the Word of The Kingdom fell into.
Whether or not there is harvest depends on three things: One, did the seed take root, two, was it blown away, or three, taking root and thereby being established, through the obedient hearing of the word, and through the understanding of the word; and being nourished by the Holy Spirit it brought forth fruit. Therefore each heart yielding fruit according to grace of GOD: one hundred fold, in another sixty fold, and finally the other thirty fold. Therefore, it is clearly seen that this Midrash of Yeshua's has nothing remotely to do with money, and to think so is to pervert His word and to bilk the sheep! This is nothing more than the manipulating GOD's flock, for the sustaining of a ministry, and this is thievery.
Take care then, you who call yourselves priests, ministers, and prophets. Beware you who say you shepherd the flock of the LORD GOD and do such things, for you have perverted the word of GOD for your own profit and this is nothing more than dishonest gain in the House of GOD! This is nothing less than money changing, and the Lord Yeshua is very angry with those who do such things in His House; for you do it unashamedly in His Holy Name. The LORD GOD of Israel who neither slumbers or sleeps has taken notice and calls you to account for your actions and says to you, "repent now, or suffer My rebuke." The LORD is angry with all who have turned His House, from place of prayer into a den of thieves. He clearly proclaims, "My House shall be called a House of prayer." Be ashamed and repent of your ways, for you have manipulated those whose hearts are generous toward Him and taken away the savings of the old, and the young, which they needed to support their families. You have said, "Give, give, give one hundred, or a thousand or more because the LORD is speaking this now, and for those that will give right now GOD is going to bless them financially." The LORD might very well bless these financially, but the LORD has not said, and you shepherds have spoken presumptuously in His Name and He has a controversy with all who speak presumptuously in His Name. He has not said such things and yet you use His word wrongly to profit yourselves and you give little or nothing for what you've said was for the building of the LORD's House. You are indeed dark clouds and are like storm tossed seas to unwary sailors, who cause the inexperienced to be shipwrecked and left to perish on the rocks.
You as His priests and ministers ought not to do such things, for you were called to lead by the example taught to us by our Lord Yeshua. Those who practice these things have failed Him and misrepresented He who is The Shepherd of Israel. You have turned the Word of Truth into a lie and offended the Holy Spirit of Grace. How have we turned GOD's word into a lie? You have done so by distorting His word for your own gain doing violence to the meaning of the Scripture and bring condemnation upon yourself. The Lord GOD declares:
"Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For, My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the whole earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall the word that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing I sent it." (Is. 55:6-11)
You who wrongly take the word of GOD upon your lips and say that this relates directly to sowing a monetary seed in the Kingdom of GOD are deceived in your thinking. Your sight is obscured by your own false interpretation of GOD's word and you do not see clearly because you want it so. This middle portion of the Scripture clearly declares the surety of the LORD's word, will, and certainty of that all He pleases to accomplish comes to pass without failure. Again, this is not about money or investment banking! In fact, from the very first, the Spirit of Messiah cries out to all who thirst, to come to Him to drink from the waters, and, that we have no need of money. He encourages us to drink of His wine, of His milk and even these He offers to us at no cost! He tells us to listen and hear Him and are soul shall live, and He will make a covenant with us, the sure mercies of David. How then does this message of salvation and the absoluteness of the word of the LORD GOD of Israel and His Messiah Yeshua have anything to do with money? The answer is that it does not! Take care and be careful you who say that you serve GOD Most High and shepherd His flock and do not exchange His truth for your doctrine. For thus says the LORD GOD, "This people honour Me with their lips and falsely they reverence Me, teaching as teachings the commandments of men." (Matt. 15:9)
Do not take that which has been sanctified by GOD and has been made holy by Him for His purposes and turn them into fund raisers. For thus says the LORD, “These are My 'Appointed Times'... and again He says, These are My 'Appointed Signs', 'Set Times' of the LORD, Holy Convocations, which you shall proclaim in their 'Set Times' (as Appointed Signs)." (Lev. 23:2, 4-38) Yet, even that which is Holy unto the LORD is wrongly used as 'the table of money changers', to promote and sustain ministry. Without doubt and certainly you do not muzzle the ox that treads your wheat and a workman is worthy of his hire, but it is the LORD GOD that supplies the wheat for the ox to tread and bread for the man to eat, rewarding him for his labor. In other words, if the ministry has been ordained by GOD, graced by GOD, anointed by GOD then it will most assuredly be sustained by GOD. If not, it will eventually collapse; "a man can receive nothing unless it is given to him from heaven." (Jn. 3:27) It is the life of GOD that establishes a ministry, and not the ministry which establishes GOD's work! All too often we forget this very important Scripture, "Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it..." (Ps. 127:1) So why is it we behave more like men who apprehend the word of GOD for the purpose of sustaining a business than men who have been apprehended by the word of GOD so that we might be about of Heavenly Father's business? Our hearts and minds should be fully apprehended by the Holy Spirit, filled with His word, and hungry to do His will. We must be like a war horse whose heart is stirred by the thought of battle, biting at the bit, snorting at the wind, which is barely able to be restrained by his rider because he eagerly looks forward to carrying his rider into the battle. Should not our hearts be so filled also? If, we indeed are who we claim to be in the LORD, men filled with His Holy Spirit, and on fire with His word, then why won’t our hearts flow with rivers of living water? Why are our lips which are supposed to hold the knowledge of the Most High, and are supposed to be dispensing His truth and life, in order that the captives might be set free, silent? This is the irony and the sadness of it all. I cannot tell you how many times I've heard the silence of the Holy Spirit in the preaching of dead sermons, not because it wasn't Scripture being spoken, but that there was no anointing on the words, simply because it was not what the Holy Spirit had put in the heart and upon the lips of the preacher to speak. We must as His people and especially as His ministers, return to the Tree of Life which yields life which produces the true knowledge of GOD within us. For it is this, The Word of Life, spoken by the lips of a priest who is in intimate fellowship with the Father through the Spirit which is producing life, not only in the spirit of the ones partaking of this word, but also in the spirit of the one through whom The Word of Life is being shared; the life of the Spirit begetting life!
This knowledge that I am speaking of only comes by spending time pursuing and drawing near to our Lord. This knowledge is experiential, and can only come though repeated dealings with our Lord until, like the olives that are in the oil press, pure virgin oil flows unencumbered by our interference, that we might be used for the Master's glory. Only then, can we, who He has called into service, shepherd His flock properly, equipping, and teaching through the example of His life being lived in us. Then we are able to correctly elucidate His word, because His life and character is being reproduced in us through this intimate knowledge of Him. So just as Adahm walked with the Father in the cool of the day, we too can have the same close fellowship! If we will do these things, we will not find ourselves under the same indictment as the Parusheem (Pharisees), of whom, Yeshua said were blind leaders of the blind, and men, who in regards to the Torah, should be listened to, but as far as their manner of life went, should not be emulated.
Moshe in Exodus 33:13 prays and asks the LORD GOD this, "And now I pray if I have found favor in Your eyes, I beseech you show me Your Way and let me know You so that I may find favor in Your eyes and consider that this nation is Your people." It is very important to take this prayer of Moshe to heart and make it our prayer for two reasons. The first being, it exemplifies Moshe desire to be shown GOD's way. In this way we like Moshe, may be a co-worker with the LORD in His work and not a bystander. We must like Moshe have this kind of intimate relationship with the GOD of the Universe so that we too might walk in firsthand knowledge of the LORD and not our own perceptions of who GOD is or what GOD's will is for ourselves or those whom we serve.
The second being, that Moshe desires GOD’s grace so that he may consider (take to heart) what GOD’s grace truly means, so that, through the grace afforded him in GOD, he is enabled to regard, treating in a kindly way the flock of GOD, and giving full weight to the knowledge that the LORD reveals to His servant, he is given the ability to tend the flock of the GOD of Israel.
We must do the same if we are to be used successfully by the Lord Yeshua in the ministry He has called us to! If not we will fail most miserably, possibly sinning against the Lord and His sheep. As we follow this example of Moshe, and more importantly the example of our Lord Yeshua, who rose early every morning to receive His instructions from the Father, that He may do and speak what the Father gave Him do; the LORD will grant us the grace to press in so that we may know Him as a son knows his father. In this way we too will speak only what the Holy Spirit gives us to say, preparing nothing in advance that is of ourselves to speak, and that words of our lips may speak true knowledge.
When we do this we're receiving not only the blessing of the time spent with Him, but also of a firsthand testimony and witness that we take with us of Yeshua's, and more importantly His heartbeat for His flock. This was the covenant that the LORD made with Levi, but he did not walk in it as he should. This was a covenant of life and peace, which in the beginning Levi honored, revering the LORD with a sincere heart and not with mere lip service. The instruction of truth was on Levi’s lips, he spoke no wickedness, and for a season Levi walked in peace with GOD, and because he walked so closely with the LORD, many of the people of Israel were turned from wickedness to righteousness.
Then the ministers of the LORD turned back from serving Him. They in their pride and in the abundance of their wealth were corrupted and the people then followed suit. The lips of the priest are supposed to keep watch over knowledge and the Torah (the full teaching of GOD) and the people of GOD are supposed to seek out knowledge from his mouth because he is supposed to be the messenger of GOD. (See Mal. 2:5-8)
Now, do not misunderstand me, I do not say that the people of GOD should look to the shepherd of the LORD as their source for knowledge, as I have said true knowledge comes from intimacy with the Spirit of the LORD. What I am saying is, the sheep should seek the face of GOD and the minister of GOD should lead His people through the life he leads as one who has laid his life down upon the altar of GOD. Then as the Spirit of the LORD gives utterance, GOD's ministers should speak forth His truth, wisdom and knowledge. This is the way GOD is glorified and His people are served.
However, there are some who have fallen into the same condition that those Levites did and have corrupted their covenant with Yeshua. We have corrupted our covenant with our Lord and Savior through disobedience because we have not built according to the Pattern that is in heaven which is exemplified in Yeshua, and, in that we have pursued our own fleshly desires. Through our disregard for His will, we have, instead of leading a life that is solely preoccupied with pleasing Him, that should have been an example of His life in us to the sheep as His ministers, have instead, by an example that is quite the opposite, due to the desires of this world; have not properly taught, equipped, prepared, nor tended the flock of GOD! My wife often has reminded me that children learn what they live, and it is so very true.
Yeshua speaking to the disciples said, "Every wise man in the Kingdom of Heaven, therefore, is like a certain father of children who brings forth from his treasure things new and old...A good man from the treasure of his heart brings forth good; an evil from the treasure of his heart brings forth evil (the words 'evil heart' here means, a heart that is diseased or blind, therefore what it brings forth is corrupted)...The words of the wise are like goads, and the words of the scholars are like well driven nails, given by one Shepherd...( so should we be guided by the arm of the Master carpenter, that His words might be driven deep into the wood without damaging the wood which we have been given to build)...Not many of you brothers should be teachers, knowing that we will receive a greater judgment." (Matt. 13:52, 12:35; Jam. 3:1) Let us therefore strive to tend the flock of GOD as faithful ministers of the grace of GOD with His righteousness in our hearts and His words of life upon our lips, which having been deposited, that through a guileless heart we might conscientiously administer the word of GOD without hypocrisy. For if we do not, be warned, that the LORD GOD will remove us from service in His House and raise up shepherds who, are first and foremost, faithful to Him and then to His sheep. Thus says the LORD, "I AM GOD and I do not change." We are not exempt from the same chastening afforded to those ministers of GOD who failed to comply to His will then. Doesn't it follow then, that we who have received His Holy Spirit will be held to a greater accountability if, we do not do as we are commanded by our Lord Yeshua who has sent the Holy Spirit to lead us now, at this time? As He did to them, so will He do to us, if we do not become obedient to what He has commanded us through the Holy Spirit whom He has set to lead us.
Hear the word of the LORD, "Prophesy and say to the shepherds of Israel, Thus says Adonai the LORD: woe to the shepherds of Israel who are feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, slaughter (as for a sacrifice the wealth of the sheep) the fat ones and you do not feed the flock. The wearied you have not strengthened and the afflicted you have not healed and the broken (of heart and spirit) you have not bound up (as a healer or a physician binds up wounds) and those driven away you have not caused to return and those who are perishing you have not sought after, and with violence you tread on Them (force them to submit to your rule over them) and with oppression. How many times have those overseeing the LORD's flock spoke oppression and consummated the act with the words, 'unless you tithe here, or tithe a larger amount we can't help you in your need', and worse, if you don't tithe GOD will curse you'. Then the sheep in desperation submit to these unrighteous shepherds or abandon the safety of the congregation and became prey for the cults or the world's guiles. (These are the beasts that rend them to shreds, devouring them as they lay there bleeding and wounded with faith shattered they lay bleeding and dying). And they were scattered for lack of a shepherd and became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered." (Ez. 34:2-5)
Many of you shepherds have come to falsely represent who Father GOD is, and therefore make a mockery of the work that our Lord Yeshua did on the tree. You shepherds who do these things have become like the sons of Eli, corrupt and do not know the LORD. You take more from the sheep than they can bear and the offering that they bring before the LORD, you corrupt with your greed. These sheep belong to the LORD GOD Most High and to His Mashiach (Messiah) not to you or your building programs!
Therefore as the son’s of Eli, so are you who do such things. "Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for the men held in contempt the offering of the LORD." It is time that the shepherds of the LORD who practice such things consider their ways. Therefore here the word of the LORD:
"As I live says the LORD GOD, surely because My sheep became prey, and My sheep became food for every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did My shepherds search for My sheep, but the shepherds fed themselves, and did not tend the sheep ( leading them out to feed and drink in safety and bringing them back to the sheepfold to rest in security); therefore, O you shepherds hear the word of the LORD: "thus says the LORD GOD, Behold I AM against the shepherds; and I will require My sheep at their hand, (The word 'require' here means: that GOD will demand why His shepherds did not tend His flocks with His heart and their needs in mind. He will punish their lack of due diligence. 'Require' in the Greek, as used in the Septuagint, means to avenge and to punish) and cause them to cease from tending the sheep; neither shall the shepherds tend to themselves anymore. I will rescue My sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them Is it too little for you that you feed on the best pasture, but that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture--and to have drunk of the clear waters, that you must foul the remainder with your feet? And as for My flock, they must then feed on what you have trampled and drink from what your feet have polluted. Therefore thus says the LORD GOD to them: Behold I Myself will judge between the fat and the lean sheep. Because you have pushed with side and shoulder, butted the weak ones with your horns, and scattered them abroad, therefore I will save My flock, and they shall no longer be a prey; and I will judge between sheep and sheep." (Ez. 34:9, 10, 18-20)
We all are, now at this time, being called to give an account as to why we have behaved in such a manner with what has been entrusted to us by the Holy Spirit. We are also being asked, why those of us who like Eli, saw what his sons, and fellow servants in the House of GOD were doing, and did nothing to correct the problem. Those of us who are on this side of the fence, and seeing what is wrong had better do something to abrogate and correct such behavior in the House of the LORD, or we shall be like watchman that have fallen asleep on the wall or be like watch dogs that cannot bark. Our judgment will be like that of Eli if we sit back and do nothing. Therefore sound the alarm you sons of Zadok who have not allowed yourselves to be entangled in the snares of the wicked one. Blow the shofar in Zion and awake those who sleep, and declare in the House of GOD that He is calling His people to repentance. He starting with the shepherds who have been called to serve in His House and all the sheep together, saying, "Arise and shake off the dust of this world, bath with clean water and put on the full armor of GOD, prepare your hearts for battle. For the GOD of Israel is coming. The LORD of HOSTs is His Name and He comes to lead His people in battle and to give the whole House of Israel victory. Amen!"
Therefore, let us enter into the light of His Presence, and with a sincere heart, repent of our sin, so that we may once more be fit for our master’s service. Know for sure that His word stands as witness against us. Everyone who has exacted money, property, and life from the LORD's sheep; He Himself will exact righteous judgment with the same mercy and consideration that those ministers who do such things have shown to His sheep, and do not heed His word nor turn from their disregard for His flock.
You, who build in GOD's House, build in righteousness. Stop making a business out profiting from the tender hearts of hard working men and women of GOD. Stop making money from GOD's word and creating edifices to your own glory; building that which has the outward appearance of GOD's Glory, but inwardly there is no ark, and no Presence of GOD. In great confidence you look at what you have built and say, "the LORD has blessed and the LORD has the glory.” Yet if this is so why do you go about as beggars pleading for money to keep this ministry or that ministry going? Why then do you go about like department store owners running specials to bring in more money for this need or that need? Again, let this be known to all…If the ministry is of GOD, has its origin in Him, and His grace is upon it GOD Himself will sustain it. "Unless the LORD builds the House, they labor in vain who build it..." (Ps. 127:1)
Instead of seeking GOD's face and receiving a clear confirmed word from Him as to what His desire is in regards to what our particular work of service is in His House, we presume that what we are doing is, indeed GOD's will. We think that we have His blessing because, after all, what we are doing is Scriptural, therefore it will be blessed by GOD. This is not always so, and this kind of thinking can get us into trouble. For example, Saul was commanded by GOD through the word spoken by the prophet Samuel to attack Amalek, then totally destroy everything they owned. He was also given a strict command not to spare any of the people of Amalek! They were ordered to kill, men, women, infants, even the child at its mother's breast, as well as all their livestock. Saul tells Samuel he's done what the LORD requires. Samuel asks why then do I hear the sound of sheep bleating? Saul's reply is that this was done so as to make sacrifice to the LORD, and not only this, but Saul tries to justify this by sparing only the best of the flock, destroying the rest. When asked why he did not obey, he says he did; but this time it wasn't just we saved the best for the LORD, rather it was the people who did this thing. Then Samuel says, "Has the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the LORD? Behold it is better to obey than sacrifice, to heed than the fat of rams." (1Sam.15:22)
The point is, even though the LORD requires that which is the best and unblemished of a flock to be offered upon His alter, it was not what He wanted or required here! GOD was not pleased with Saul because Saul disobeyed Him doing what he determined would please the LORD, when in fact, what would have pleased the LORD is Saul fulfilling GOD's command! This act of disobedience was to cost Saul the kingdom, and ultimately, the life of his son Jonathan. His failure to heed the Word of the LORD would adversely affect the rest of his family as well.
How many ministries have fallen and will fall because men think the LORD is with them and He is not! In another words, just because we think the way is GOD's does not make it so, 'a mouse coming out of the cookie jar doesn't make it a cookie,' nor does our own validation of what we claim the LORD has commanded us to do, show that the work being done is GOD's will. The ministry is validated by the witness and anointing of the Holy Spirit and nothing else. If GOD is not in it, it is not His work, but the work of man. No matter how noble the intentions, the ministry will fail. All too often we forget what the Holy Scriptures say; "there is way that seems right to a man, but it's end is the way of death." (Prov. 14:12; 16:25) This is a warning to us from the LORD important enough for Him to mention it twice, perhaps we should pay attention! Those of us who serve the LORD should take care then, for the LORD performs His word and work as it pleases Him. He does this according to the working of His will and grace. He opens the hearts of men to give of themselves without force, extortion, or manipulation. There are no high pressure sales tactics used by GOD to support His ministries. Yet many of you act contrary to His saying, "give, give" and you turn the House of the LORD into a place of business using any and every occasion to obtain money from GOD's people.
Doesn't everything belong to the LORD? Is not all the silver, gold, stocks, bonds, CD's, and the cattle on a thousand hills the LORD's? Why then do you servants of the LORD scramble for money like chickens scratching up the last grains of corn to make sure "your ministry gets yours"? Thus says the LORD GOD, "That is enough for you, O princes of Israel! Stop injuring and maltreatment: turn away and do justice and righteousness. Put an end to stealing from My people states the LORD GOD." (Ez. 45:9)
Yeshua teaching the disciples, brought them near to Him and said, "Know that the princes of the gentiles rule over them with force and their great ones seek to dominate them. It will not be so among you, because he who wishes to be great among you will serve you. He who wishes to be first will be your servant, just as the Son of Adam did not come that they might serve Him, but that He might serve and be a ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:25-28)
What is the problem with so many of us who shepherd GOD's flock and why has so much gone so wrong so quickly? How is it that we as His shepherds are barely recognizable from the rest of what has become the established norm of the religious world?
Both these questions can be answered in the cross, and the fact that most of us who live in the United States have had little or no occasion to bare the marks of His suffering on our bodies, minds and spirits. We have forgotten what the cross of the Messiah represents, and since we have put it ever behind us, we act, behave and preach almost everything else but the cross. We've forgotten that it represents death, judgment and destruction to the flesh, and the new birth without which we could not have reconciliation, peace, salvation, redemption and eternal life with GOD.
We've traded in the hard core truth of the Gospel for a more acceptable less violent, more palatable form of the Gospel, and it is to our very great shame that we have done this. Take care and be warned all you who say that they faithfully serve the LORD GOD and His Messiah Yeshua; for there is a curse attached to anyone, man or angel who preaches any other gospel but the one given by the LORD GOD. "But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed." (Gal. 1:6-8) That's an eye opener! How did we miss that? Thus says the LORD, "You shall not add to My word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD you GOD which I command you." (Deut. 4:2) The truth of the matter is, by departing from the preaching of the cross we've done this very thing and we need to repent and beg forgiveness for the shameful way in which we have dismissed the cross in our own lives and those we have preached to. We are supposed to follow our Lords example not walk contrary to it. We are consecrated as shepherds to the Lord even down to the laying down of our lives for the sheep. The sheep of GOD are not our means of sustenance.
"A disciple is not greater than his teacher nor is the servant greater than his master. It is sufficient for the disciple to be like his teacher and for the servant to be like his master...You call Me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for that is what I AM. If therefore I washed your feet (being) the Lord and the Teacher, you also are indebted to wash the feet of each one another. I have given you an example (a pattern of behavior--a plan for the household that is the way the household members should behave toward one another Thayer’s Grk. Lex.) that as I did you may also do. Amen, Amen, I say to you a servant is not greater than the one who sent Him. If you know these things you are blessed if you do them." (Matt. 10:24, 25; Jn. 13:13-1, 7)
Paul writes in the book of Philippians, "Rivalry and conceit should have no place among you, but you should humbly reckon others better than yourselves. You should look to each other’s concerns not merely to your own. Let this mind be in you that was also in Messiah Yeshua, who, being in the form of GOD, did not consider this fact something to be held on to be equal with GOD, but made himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, coming in the likeness of me. And being found in the appearance of a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even on the tree (which if a man is so hung is accursed). Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your conduct that your works are with the meekness of wisdom...but the wisdom from above is most importantly pure, then peace loving, considerate, yielding, full of mercy and of good fruits, impartial, without hypocrisy..." (Phil. 2:3-8; Ja. 3:13) This is what it means to remember the cross of our Lord Yeshua. This is how the work that He did should be remembered before us; "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as phylacteries between your eyes...And these words which I command you shall be in your heart.” (Deut. 6:8, 6)
There is doubt hundreds, perhaps thousands of GOD's servants, who have not bent their knees to the baals of this present world system, but unfortunately they are far overshadowed by those unrighteous shepherds who do not walk according to the will of the Father. Woe to all of us who have served the LORD our GOD and His Messiah so irreverently, who have deliberately ignored the Pattern of GOD revealed from Heaven, and have misrepresented our LORD and GOD to this nation.
The question is, can we as a people of GOD recover from this, and can these, the dead bones of the Body of our Lord Yeshua; the Congregation of the LORD that is in this nation of ours live again? How is revival possible as long as we continue to walk in the stubbornness of our own hearts, and with disregard, ignore the authority of the Holy Spirit? Perhaps the real question is whether or not we'll heed the voice of the Holy Spirit, turn to Him so that we may be healed, that we may indeed be revived by the breath of the LORD our GOD? Or, will we be like Israel was prior to the invasion of Nevuchadnetzer, who day after day, year after year, refused to receive the discipline of the LORD as spoken through all the prophets that were sent to them?
If we are truly serious about getting right with GOD as a Congregation of His people in this nation, then we must repent as a people and return to the covenant that He Himself cut with us in the blood of His own beloved Son Yeshua The Messiah. This means returning to a life of unquestioning obedience to the will and authority of the Holy Spirit, first in our own lives, as well as that of families, and second, corporately as His Congregation in this country.
There is no other way to revival! These dead bones of ours must once more live so that we can effectively wage the spiritual war for men's souls, under the anointing and 'The Banner of Tsar Tsvaoth' (The Prince of the Armies of the LORD). Only when we do this and allow the Spirit of GOD to lead His Congregation and His Army will we ever see the earth shaking, nation sweeping rebirth of the House of GOD in this country of ours as it was foreordained of the LORD to be!
As I mentioned before this does start first with us individually, and in our own homes, whether we are single or married, as parents or not, every member of our own particular households as part of The Father's Household, under the authority of the Messiah is being called to repentance. This is all the more needful and particularly necessary for those of us who have been called to function in the five-fold ministry; apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists and shepherds. I solemnly charge you in the LORD, if we do not turn our hearts completely back to Him, repenting of any and all sin that is in our lives we will suffer great loss and shame! We must turn away from the way we have been living our lives before Him, and start doing the work that our Lord Yeshua has called us to, according to the way He has chosen.
We must stop misrepresenting Him to His sheep and to those outside the Kingdom so that we may bring that which is lost into the fold. If we do not obey this word, He and He Himself by His own hand, will remove us from oversight of His flock! Be assured and know that the LORD will tear down what those shepherds have built in their own strength and their own vision. This is a word that the LORD spoke to me about two years ago in regards to the shepherds in this nation, "I have taught you how to bend the bow of bronze, but you have not so trained My people and because of this they are not prepared for the day of battle. If you are not faithful to do the work I have called you to says the Sovereign LORD, I Myself will come to you and strip from you the ministry I have given you and raise up other shepherds after My own heart who will tend My flocks, and seek My Face to do My will and teach My sheep to ready themselves for the day of battle." Amen, Amen!
GOD is GOD. He is forever sovereign and The Sovereign GOD! Therefore this point should be understood from His words to Moshe, "And the LORD spoke to Moshe, 'whoever has sinned against Me, him I will blot out from My Book.” (Ex. 32:33) Thus if GOD will exercise His righteousness in this manner then, He can certainly exercise it in regards to the ministries He Himself has assigned us now.
We ourselves should exercise caution in regards to the fear of GOD and not take these gifts of grace for the building up and edification of His body for granted. For we too can be led into the captivity of this world even as Israel was led into the captivity by the king of Babylon because they did not turn from their wicked ways and return to the LORD GOD. Therefore, let us not be wise in our own eyes, unless the king of Babylon: that is, the prince of this world, satan, lead us away from the living GOD, and because of our disobedience to His word in that we did not heed His Holy Spirit, nor walk in the Way of Life, but in the way that seemed right to us suffer great loss. For the wisdom of GOD cries out, "...he who sins against Me wrongs his own soul and all who hate Me love death. Because I have called and you have refused, have stretched out My hand and no man heeded it, but you have treated all My council as nothing and would accept none of My reproof; I will laugh at your calamity. I will mock when the thing comes that shall cause you terror and panic. When your panic comes as a storm and desolation, your calamity as a whirlwind and when distress and anguish come upon you, then they shall call Me and I will not answer. They will seek Me early but they will not find Me, because you hated knowledge and did not those the fear of the LORD. Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way and be satiated with their own desires. For the going astray of the of the simple kills them; and the ease of fools destroys them. But he who listens to Me shall live secure and shall be at ease from the dread of evil." (Prov. 8:36; 1:24-33)
Choices
We must, as God’s people allow His Holy Spirit to search out our hearts so that we may see our true condition before Him, searching with His eyes which do not suffer from the astigmatism in which we view ourselves. If we will approach Him, with humility, honesty, and sorrow in our hearts for our sins, repent, He will in turn grant us repentance. Then LORD will forgive us, restore us and bring revival to us! Then and only then, with humble spirits and broken hearts, will we be swept up into the revival we so desperately cry out to the LORD our GOD for!
Chose for yourselves what you will do; come before Him with our hearts rent in two, dressed in sackcloth and ashes or remain indifferent to His call to repentance. The LORD is at this very moment calling His people to repentance--His Congregation, in this richest, maybe the most prosperous, and formerly one of the most blessed nations on the earth, must return to Him so that we do not miss the day of His visitation; the most valuable thing in our lives--His love for us. Only then, will a visitation come like the welcomed Revival can only come when we recognize the reality of the cross of our Lord Yeshua in our own individual lives and apprehend the reality of the price of redemption paid upon it with His blood. When we do this, we will have once more fallen deeply, fervently, in love with our GOD and His Messiah Yeshua. We must turn away from all our selfishness, our covetousness, and our idolatry. Then as we yield our hearts to what is latter rain before the fall harvest. Chose then who you will serve! Chose whom you will yoke yourself to; our Lord Yeshua, or this present world!
It is a true statement which proposes that whatever we invest our resources in the most is what we value the most. Where our treasure is, there is where our hearts will be.
If our treasure whether it be, our time, our talents, or our finances lay there in the bosom of Messiah that is precisely where our love is. We must set our hearts toward the Kings Highway, the way by which He went. (Matt.6:21; Jer.31:21) We must decrease and He must increase, and with this, there has to be a unanimous, wholehearted surrender to His authority as the Head of His House.
The fact is, we have forgotten that we are the servants in His House and not the other way around! Yeshua sent the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us according to His will. The Holy Spirit is not as a bystander that is simply there to "OK" our work. The Holy Spirit is He who has been sent by the Father, with the Father's authority to head, direct, organize, oversee, shepherd, and rule with absolute theocracy in our individual lives as well as His House. Unless we build according to the Pattern given to the Holy Spirit by the Lord Yeshua, we build in vain and upon sinking sand.
These are our choices. One, place our personal lives as well as the lives of our families back under the authority of the Holy Spirit; so that in turn the authority of GOD's House might again be in His hands. Two, we can chose to walk contrary to His will for us individually, as well as corporately and find ourselves with His face turned against us. Chose what you will do then; obey Him, show yourself to be His friend, so that His love will abide in you, or walk in the stubbornness of your own hearts finding yourself to be a rebel and enemy before His eyes!
For too long we have walked outside the wisdom of GOD in regards to how He deals with us personally, because of this we are not able to recognize what He's trying to teach us as He brings us through each dealing. Therefore, because we cannot discern what the Holy Spirit is trying to do in our lives properly, we can't receive the midcourse corrections He desires to make in us, and as a direct result we don't grow properly. We end up stagnant, stunted, or worse all twisted up inside. We bring all this excess baggage into the House of GOD instead of leaving it at the Cross of Messiah! This is all the result of not acknowledging the authority of the Holy Spirit in our individual lives and His authority in the Church.
So the result is structure without life. In other words, religion without the power of GOD! This malady is of epidemic proportions in us, and in our congregations. We have many nicely built structures that are called churches, but they have little or no life in them. They have the same dead dry services week after week, with the same problems in the same people who cannot or will not receive GOD's loving discipline, and therefore don't ever grow. How is it we cannot see this? Every week the same faces, no new births, no growth, no challenges, nothing but dogma and religiosity. Life in the womb brings forth structure and form, a house is built from the foundation up and the beauty of a painting comes from the artists heart to the canvas. These are the set order of things; they are indeed the order of GOD our Creator. If we can see that these things are true, why can't we perceive these things in GOD's House, who has given us life, and who with that same life joins us together as an expression of who He is as a witness on earth; whose life we are each apart of?
Life begets life, the Spirit gives life and the flesh profits nothing. We must allow the LORD GOD to have His House back, because no matter how many programs we institute, good works we try, or fiery sermons preached, without the Holy Spirit's Presence it is all for nothing! Chose whose wisdom you will hear and follow, and whose authority you will submit to!
The LORD is shaking everything that can be shaken, and He is starting with His shepherds. He is commanding all of us to repent and return to Him who is our first love, so that we may once again concern ourselves with the things of the Kingdom and put aside the things of this world which are perishing!
Let us pray as Moshe, Daniel, and Elijah did, with fervency, and ask the Lord Yeshua to forgive us our sin of disobedience to His word and our involvement with this present world system that He might restore us, so that we may serve Him with love and reverence once more. Amen.
Revive Us Oh LORD!
Today at this time, in this day, the GOD of our Father is calling us to repentance.
”See that you do not reject the One who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they rejected the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we apostatize from Him whose voice warns us from heaven." (Heb.12:25, 26) In another place "...Therefore as the Holy Spirit said, "Today if you hear His voice do not harden your hearts to provoke Him". ..For David said, " Oh come let us worship and bow down; let us kneel down before Adonai our Maker. For He is our GOD, and we are His people, the sheep that are fed by His Hand. Today if you hear His voice do not harden your hearts..." (Heb. 3:7, 8; 4:7; Ps. 95:6, 7)
Why then does the LORD our GOD and His Messiah call to us from the Throne of His Glory? He calls to us because of out of the depth of His love for us He chooses to revive us rather than let us dry up like a tree in the midst of a drought. He desires to breathe into us the breath of life and pour out upon us the water of Shiloh that refreshes, and if a man drink, He shall never again thirst. The Lord Yeshua wants us to break up the clods of plowed land (the clumpy soil of our hearts) that lay idle and don't not sow to the thorns (that is: do not waste your energy on what is spiritually unprofitable). Yeshua is calling for us to, "Circumcise yourselves to the LORD (cut away from yourselves the filthiness of the flesh that is: the filth of this world) and take away the foreskin of your heart. Sow to yourselves righteousness, reap in return for yourselves mercy. Break up the clods of plowed land that lay idle. For it is time to seek the LORD, until He comes and rains righteousness on you." (Hos.10:12; Jer. 4:3, 4)
The LORD's heart is for His people to be like trees planted by rivers of water, like a well watered garden whose leaf is always green. He wants his people to always be bearing good fruit even during the seasons of drought and famine; that we should always be fruitful and multiply. This brings The Father great glory and bears witness that indeed the LORD is with His people. Yeshua wants the Holy Spirit to burn brightly within us, unhindered by us, so that the brightness of His life may shine out from us, bearing witness to His glory as the Only Begotten of the Father to all those round about us.
Sadly, all too often, we walk about unconscious of what He desires. Then with only short-lived bursts of fruitfulness, we become satisfied with a small taste of His glory and fail to press in to the heart of all that GOD desires to do. The LORD wants His people to press in and receive the whole of what He has for us and not just part! That is why we fall short of the earth shaking revival the LORD desires. All too soon we fall back into the doldrums of religion, like a plant languishing in the late afternoon heat we wilt for lack of water. We walk about depressed and discouraged wondering what happened. We say to ourselves things were going so well, and we fail to apprehend the revival of GOD.
Revival is a heart filled with the life of the Spirit of GOD. Such a heart as this burns with the fire of the Holy Spirit, but we as a church in America seem to always need resuscitation. True revival as a direct consequence of this never seems to fully grab hold of us. Someone who is resuscitated successfully after drowning no longer needs "CPR," only some follow up medical attention. True revival is self sustaining, burning like a star. Only unlike a star, our fuel, which is the life of the Spirit of GOD, is everlasting and all we need do is to abide in Him!
The Church in this nation of ours seems to need CPR all the time. We lack zeal, singleness of heart, mind, and purpose in walking out of the will of our LORD. We must either whole heartedly commit ourselves to His will, purposes and authority over us or walk in the religiosity of this world, and the apparent safety of the pew. How long will we be wrenched about by our indecision? When will we enter into what the LORD our GOD has ordained for us as His people? Will we continue to walk out the rest of our lives in the comfort of the religious safety of this world system or wake up from this deep slumber and return to Him and live?
If we are to be revived, we must choose between the sin that may inhibit a fruitful walk with GOD, entanglements in the uncleanness of the world, and what His righteousness demands of us. There are no other choices, we must either sellout to GOD or we sellout to the world, otherwise there can be no revival in us at all, never mind hoping for revival in the Congregation of GOD!
The apostle Paul says, "To whomever we present ourselves to, as obedient slaves to that one we become an obedient slave, to sin resulting in death, or obedience resulting in righteousness." (Rom. 6:16)
The Holy Spirit beckons us to choose life and enter into His plan for us, for the Church, and for the revival He so desires to bring to His House in this nation.
We are at this time a bruised reed and a smoldering wick that the Spirit of the LORD longs to make into a rod strong for battle. All that is required of us is that we acknowledge our sin and His Lordship in our hearts and minds! Then He will forgive us, heal us, and ignite the fires of revival within us! Will we accept the discipline that our heavenly Father gives those whom he calls His children or will we show ourselves stubborn and stand contrary to our LORD and GOD? It is well worth while to take example from GOD's dealings with Israel, who behaved stubbornly in their hearts toward the LORD and constantly challenged His authority as Father and King in Israel.
We've only to look as far as the Book of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy to see how angry Israel made the LORD antagonizing Him, and hurting the deep abiding love He has for them. They actually angered Him to the point that he was going to destroy them and make a nation from Moshe's seed, but Moshe interceded for Israel and the LORD spared them. When it came to Israel entering into the Promised Land they again rebelled against the LORD and because of the bad report of the men that went into scout out the land, Israel was discouraged and sinned against the LORD. Israel did not believe that the LORD was able to fulfill His word that He had spoken to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The result being that only Joshua and Caleb, of all that first generation, entered into the promised land, because they were of a different spirit. Therefore, all of that first generation that came out of Egypt died off in the desert.
How much different are we than Israel if we do not heed the word of the LORD our GOD and do what He has commanded us to do, for we too, are now about to enter into the most critical time in our walk with the Lord Yeshua. Even as Israel was about to inherit the promise of GOD made to the fathers, so also are we about to enter into the promise of our final redemption made by our Lord and Savior to us and to Israel. But if instead we cower in fear, become complacent in our walk with our Lord, and as a result are not prepared for the time of trial and refinement that is at our doorstep, drawing back from Him; we will surely end up as that whole first generation of Israel that came out of Egypt, for they did not inherit the promise, neither will any who have not remained in Him! For if becoming discouraged, we fail to finish the race we will not inherit the promise of our Savior.
The LORD our GOD is now beginning to shake everything that can be shaken. The LORD is now using the events which He spoke through all His holy prophets and apostles to shake the heavens and the earth! We have read how that at Mount Sinai the voice of GOD shook the earth; but now He has given the promise, "Yet once more I will shake, making tremble not the earth alone but also the heavens." (Hag. 2:6). The writer of Hebrews explains that the 'once more' indicates the final removing and transformation of everything that can be shaken, that is: all creation, so that what is unable to be shaken may remain and continue. "Let us therefore, receiving a Kingdom that is firm, stable and cannot be shaken, offer to GOD pleasing service, acceptable worship, with modesty, pious care, and the fear of GOD; for our GOD is a consuming fire." (Heb. 12:26-29)
Where then are our hearts? Are they trusting in the LORD, knowing that we are more than conquerors and that in Him we can do anything? Do we understand that no giant that we face can stand before Him who dwells in us and that no weapon formed against us can prosper? Or like those that failed to trust, love, and remain faithful to Him who is incapable of lying, and is able to fulfill all of His great and precious promises, become discouraged and apostatize from the one who laid down His life for us?
Our hearts need to burn like Joshua and Caleb who had a different spirit in them. They did not look at the obstacles before them, but simply trusted in GOD knowing that He who brought them out of Egypt was more than able to bring them into the land that He had promised the fathers and give them victory over all their enemies no matter what their eyes saw. It is time to rise up in the Name of the LORD GOD of Israel and His Son Yeshua The Messiah and be revived. Arise oh army of the Living GOD and do the work you have been called to do, each and every one of you.
We must not enter into the purposes of GOD half-heartedly, but rather with burning and unquenchable zeal to do His will. We must put aside our own desires, desires that have more to do with this present world and material prosperity than that of the Kingdom of our LORD. All to often we forget what days we are living in! We are not living in the days of Avraham whom GOD blessed with wealth and abundance that was to be passed down from generation to generation, but rather in the days when we should be prospering in spiritual wealth in order to be made ready for the spiritual warfare at hand, and that which lay ahead of us. GOD was at the time of Avraham building up the House of His seed, but now, it is the times of Noach in which we now live. This fact however, has not been realized by many of GOD's people because our prosperity, ease of living and false teaching has blinded us to this fact. These things, that we have gained materially, have like Israel of old, caused us to grow fat in the abundance of material but not spiritual wealth, and so we have kicked against the LORD our GOD!
The Almighty GOD blessed be His Name forever, with a Mighty Right Arm and a strong hand delivered Israel from the cruelty of Pharaohs whip. He did not do this so they might become self serving and wealthy for their own sakes, but rather that Israel, His first born son might then through the witness born in them testify to the GOD of Glory in all the earth.
They were saved by faith with the blood of the Passover Lamb, passed through the waters of the Red Sea leaving Egypt and their life of slavery behind. They were all under The Cloud, and were all immersed into Moshe in The Cloud and in the sea and all ate the same spiritual food and drink; Messiah, The Rock that followed them. This is nothing less than the gospel, foreshadowing the death of GOD's only begotten Son, the birth of people and nation set aside for the LORD's service! All this signifying a new beginning in GOD, that is a new birth into a new and holy life, sanctified by Him as His witnesses to be a holy people unto the LORD; "I the LORD am holy." The LORD speaking through Moshe says,
"You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you up on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto Myself. Now therefore, if you will obey My voice and keep My covenant “then” you shall be My possession from among all the peoples: for all the earth is mine: and you shall be a kingdom of priests a holy nation"..."behold, I have taught you statutes; and ordinances the LORD my GOD has commanded me so to do in the midst of the land where you are going to possess it. And you shall keep and do them for that shall be your wisdom and understanding before the eyes of all these peoples who hear all these statutes; and they shall surely say, 'this great nation is a wise and understanding people. For who is such great nation whose god is approaching them as the LORD our GOD in all our calling on Him?'..."You are My witnesses, says the LORD, My servant who I have chosen that you may know and believe Me, that I AM He! you are My witnesses says the LORD and I AM GOD"..."Beginning from Jerusalem you are My witnesses."..."For you will be His witnesses to all the world of what you've seen and heard"..."But you shall receive power when the Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) is come upon you: and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Shimron and unto the farthest most part of the earth."...Only be on guard for yourself and guard your soul very much unless you forget the things your eves have seen and unless they depart from your heart all the days of your life." (Ex. 19:4-6; Deut. 4:5-7; Is. 43:10-12;Lk. 24:48; Acts. 20:15, 1:8; Deut. 4:9)
How different are we than they? Have we not also had the good news of the Brit HaChadashah (New Covenant) preached to us, and having repented, been washed in the blood of the Lamb, immersed into His death, burial, and resurrection? Have we, who having been filled with His Spirit, and having received power from on High to be His witnesses, also failed to fully enter into the purposes of GOD, and like Israel fallen short of that which He has ordained for us as His witnesses? As did Israel, whose household that we have been made a part of through the blood of the Lamb, by the Spirit of adoption, did fail to fully enter into these purposes, so have we!
We have not been diligent to guard ourselves and are in danger of being seduced and fully swallowed up by our own religiosity and prosperity .We to have grown fat with prosperity like Israel, forgotten the LORD our GOD, and have turned the precious truth of the gospel into a ten step plan for wealth, health and prosperity .We have become vaudevillians instead of bearers of the evangel of GOD; a traveling house of entertainers and entertainment. I tell you now, you shepherds who do such things, preaching prosperity, wealth, and the abundance of things as if they where the doctrines of GOD and teaching the flock of the Lord Yeshua to do so had better repent, now! This is not what the LORD our GOD suffered and died on the cross for, nor was it why the Father resurrected Him! You preachers that teach such things, and you who swallow up such doctrines, following after these teachers shall reap the same reward, if you do not turn away from these sins! GOD will reward you accordingly.
We are slowly but surely being corrupted by everything we have been blessed with. We have forgotten that is the LORD who has blessed us, and who has called us to lay down our lives to serve Him and not to be entangled in the web of worldliness. We grasp at wealth and have become boastful and pretentious about our livelihood, our mode of living, and have come to take for granted these blessings or worse and in our pride think that our own hand has brought us everything we now have.
The acquisition of things has become such a part of our doctrine in the Churches of the United States that it dominates most of what has been taught. Sadly enough it is how most of the main line evangelical House of GOD is viewed by those outside the Kingdom of GOD. We have received into our hearts the secondary gospel of prosperity, hook, line, and sinker. It is the gospel of “you can have it all, just give the LORD your seed money, and according to your investment in GOD's master financial plan you will receive your return based on that investment.” We have turned the simple joy of giving based on our love for the LORD into giving to receive from Him. The precious word of GOD has been manipulated to make a profit. This is shameful, perverse, and blasphemous. This is one of the reasons the Lord Yeshua became so angry with the money changers. They went beyond the scope of what the LORD GOD required and turned what they were doing into a shameful, illicit, sinful business. Many of those that call themselves ministers of the Word of the LORD have done exactly the same thing!
Daily we are to cloth ourselves in Messiah Yeshua, and yet we do not, nor do we walk in the Spirit as we should, and because of this, we err greatly in our hearts and sin against Him who laid down His life for us. If we truly walked with Him and were bearing witness to Messiah Yeshua, we would not be motivated by fleshly pursuits; like the accumulating wealth and perusing the edicts of the American gospel; bigger car, bigger house, bigger stock portfolio, bigger barn!
We could perish tonight in all that wealth, but because we had little regard for investing our lives in the Kingdom of GOD we have nothing to show for it in the treasure houses of heaven! Oh that we would take the flesh, our carnal nature and all of its desires, nail it to the tree on a daily basis and flee from this perverse doctrine. When we walk in the Spirit we will not run after the things of this world, but we will be occupied with the work of our Lord Yeshua. Then this nation round about us will begin to witness the love, life, authority and power of the Holy Spirit in His people. Then the people that we live with and work with will desire what we have because they will perceive the reality of Messiah in us. As it stands now why should they desire what we claim to have when they see no difference between what their lives are like and what we claim our lives are like? Only then, when men can see the true image of who Messiah is in us, by our obedience to Him, being walked in the integrity of our hearts, will we properly portray what it means to be a disciple of the Messiah Yeshua. As we begin to do this, His life will begin to flow through us. This life is not based on what we have stored up for ourselves, but founded in and flowing out from the life that He lives in us.
This is the witness and testimony: GOD's manifested Presence in our individual lives and corporately in our midst as evidenced by the indwelling of Yeshua in our hearts. This is as the Scriptures say, "...the testimony of Yeshua is the Spirit of prophesy." Then the people of this nation will tremble in fear of the living GOD. They will acknowledge, and bear witness that this people is wise and understanding because the living LORD GOD is in our midst!
For this to happen we must return to our first love, perusing Him, longing after Him more than we would water, if we had traveled through a dry and dusty place were no water is! We must put aside our own pursuits, not only following after Him with all our hearts, but also returning to the preaching of the cross with uncompromising zeal!
The apostle Paul writing to the Ephesians in chapter three, verses ten through twelve, puts it this way, "...through the gospel, of the unfathomable riches Messiah and, to bring to light how the divine order of this mystery was to be put into effect, which was hidden for eons in GOD, the Creator of the Universe, in order that now, through the Congregation of GOD, the wisdom of GOD in all its ingeniously crafted multifaceted forms might be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms." This is our calling and our destiny and we must not ignore it or put it aside for any reason. This is the plan of the Chief Architect of our faith. His plan for us is not to pursue wealth, things, or build bigger barns to put them in!!!
When the Lord Yeshua spoke to the man who had gained for himself a great amount of riches, and the man asked how he might acquire eternal life; the Lord spoke and told him to keep the commandments. The man then asked, "which ones"? The Lord named off six of the ten given to Moshe, and the man replied how he has done all these from his youth. The wealthy man then asks if there is anything that he still lacked. Yeshua knowing that the man harbored the sin of covetousness said, "If you wish to be complete (fulfill the commands you have been given) go and sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." (Matt.19:16-22). We read on how the man walked away sorrowful because of his great possessions. This man is not unlike oh so many of us who have come to be owned by what we have acquired, and not, instead, the stewards of those possessions. We have become the slave and not the possessor of what we own because of covetousness, and the false gospel of the American dream birthed by it. This is idolatry and we must repent of it now!
You see, we cry out for revival, but are unwilling to pay the price that our Lord demands, exactly like the wealthy man in the Book of Matthew. We want our preverbal cake and be able to eat it too. If we want to experience true and lasting revival so that GOD's Presence is physically manifest amongst us, and to be the witness spoken of in (Ephesians 3:10-12). Then, we must repent of our covetousness and become ardently zealous for our Lord once more. This must be our permanent mind set and the place where our hearts rest.
The Obstacle
The prosperity that the LORD GOD has blessed this nation with has caused us to Forget about the goodness of the LORD our GOD and as a direct consequence of this prosperity we have become almost indistinguishable from those outside the Kingdom of GOD! We have become dull of hearing and insensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit because our hearts have become cluttered with the extravagance of luxuriant living. We are constantly bombarded with the gospel of prosperity that is preached by so many ministers, that we actually believe we are supposed to have everything our hearts desire because we are GOD's children; and worse yet if we don't have this kind of prosperity there is something wrong between us and the LORD.
Thus, we turn from the cross to a life that goes after wealth, instead of thirsting after the Kingdom of GOD and all its righteousness. The love of financial wealth, leads us into the root of many an evil pursuit. We cannot serve GOD and money, and must chose who we will give our hearts to. Whoever or whatever has our heart has everything and we are its slave!
This spiritual mindset does not in any way shape or form spawn revival, it does however, clearly identify our lack of saltiness, our lack of effectiveness, and the lack of positive impact that we have on our nation. Our lamps have become dim because we lack oil, which is the anointing of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We have become fat, lethargic and complacent, perhaps even satisfied with the status quo. We are under the false assumption that we will be snatched away to be with the Lord at any moment and we end up living our lives numbed to the reality of Scriptural truth. Assuming that we could be taken up to be with the Lord Yeshua at any moment was true, then why aren't we living our lives like it was our last day on earth? Another thing, we are certainly not a people, a bride who is without spot or wrinkle as yet!
Let's turn our hearts to what the LORD spoke to Israel in the following Scriptures, Reference Deut. 6:10-12, 8:11-14, 17; 11:16-17; 32:15. “And it shall be, when the LORD your GOD has brought you into the land which He has sworn to your fathers...to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build and houses full of good things which you have not filled...and wells...vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant; and you shall eat and be satisfied; you shall beware unless you forget the LORD who brought out of the land of Egypt, out from the house of bondage...For the LORD your GOD brings you into a good land, a land of streams of water, of wheat, of barley and of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey, a land which you shall eat bread without want; you shall not lack anything in it; and whose are iron; and you shall dig copper out of its' mountains; and you shall eat and be satisfied; and the LORD your GOD shall give blessing, in the land which He has given to you. Take heed to yourself, lest you forget the LORD your GOD so as not to keep His commandments and ordinances and His statutes, which I am commanding you today; unless when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built fine houses and lived in them, and when your herds and your flocks multiply and your silver and gold have multiplied, and all that you have has multiplied; when your heart be lifted up and you forget the LORD your GOD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage...Take heed to yourselves, unless your heart be deceived and you turn aside and serve other gods, and serve them; (in our case, idols of pleasure prosperity and religiosity); and the anger of the LORD becomes heated and glowing hot against you, and He shuts up the heavens and there be no rain, and the ground give no increase and you perish quickly off the good land which the LORD is giving you But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; you callous of heart, dull of hearing and of sight, stubborn; and he abandoned the GOD who made him and dishonored the Rock of His Salvation. Proverbs 1:32, from the Amplified Bible says this: "For the backsliding of the simple shall slay them, and the careless ease of the self confident shall destroy them." Therefore, let us take heed that our hearts do not become numb to the leading of the Holy Spirit, for we are dangerously close to becoming desensitized to the Spirit ourselves because of our own prosperity even as Israel was!
We must remember who we are in GOD that we have received GOD's grace and should not let it count for nothing. We need to remember that in the hour of the LORD's favor He listened to us, and in the day of our deliverance He came to us. Let us not neglect the discipline of the Holy Spirit, but rather allow Him to examine us in His Light so we are not blinded by self- righteousness. Let us listen to His Wisdom through circumcised ears so our hearts do not become calloused by turning a deaf ear to His correction. Let us be diligent to go into the Light of His Presence so we may be examined by His Holy Spirit, that we do not become blind, deaf, and hard of heart.
Matthew Henry in his commentary on Deuteronomy 32:15 speaks correctly when he says, "One would think that a people under so many obligations to their GOD in duty, gratitude and interest, would never have turned from Him; but alas they turned aside quickly. Here are two great instances of their wickedness and each of them amounted to apostasy from GOD. Security and sensuality, pride and insolence; and the other common abuses: plenty and prosperity."
Is not Israel called Yeshurun (the Beloved Upright People)? Haven't we who have been made part of the commonwealth of Israel, and grafted into the True Olive Tree, also become part the LORD's beloved? Do we not suffer from the same excesses as Israel of old? The answer is yes, yes, and ashamedly, yes!
Therefore, let us take care and not become prideful in our hearts; or else we could find ourselves as branches no longer grafted in, but rather as branches broken off. We would do well to heed the admonition of the apostle Paul, who, speaking to the Romans said, "Put away your pride and be on your guard; for if GOD did not spare the native branches, He will no more spare you." (Rom. 11:20b-21)
Perhaps we should take a good look at ourselves to see if these similarities hold true or not. Most of us live comfortably in our homes or apartments. There is to be sure many in this nation of great abundance, who are homeless, but most of us do have a roof over our heads. We are a nation of abundant food, water, wine, cattle, sheep, grains, vineyards and orchards. We live in a land full of wealth and convenience, a land full of cooper, silver, gold, iron and other metals. Let's not forget the multitude of malls, shops, restaurants, and places of entertainment that surround us, who yield to us whatever our hearts may covet.
We are told we are children of the King and therefore by right of birth are entitled to all these things. That we are children of the Most High I do not debate. However the fact is, we are taught with subtlety and blatant arrogance that we can and are supposed to have these things, and that it is our right to have all that we desire or that our LORD is supposed to give us everything that our hearts desire; I will indeed vehemently contest.
No earthly father that truly loves his children would do this for fear that his children would become spoiled and covetous. So, why then do we think that the LORD GOD who is infinitely wiser than men would behave so foolishly? We think this because we do not have the mind of Messiah Yeshua. We are taught to believe it is so, accepting these teachings as true because it appeals to our fleshly nature! Truly these are the ear marks of pride and insolence in our hearts, of spoiled arrogant children who believe we can demand of the LORD these things, and that He as our servant must give us all that we ask for!
Avraham received much in the way of material blessing from the LORD GOD, but it was not through seeking after the wealth that prosperity came. Avraham was infinitely wealthier in spiritual things than he was in material prosperity and this was because he sought after the LORD his GOD first. By first, I mean that the LORD was preeminent in Avraham’s heart and therefore his mind, indeed in all his household. The LORD GOD called Avraham His friend and for good reason. Shlomo (Solomon), when he first sought the LORD with a sincere heart could have asked for anything of GOD that his heart desired. However, instead of asking for long life, or victory over all his enemies, or wealth, or whatever else he could have desired; asked of the LORD for an understanding heart to be able to judge the people of GOD. He desired to discern between good and evil, because Solomon knew that he himself was unable to judge the people of GOD. So GOD, being pleased with Shlomo's request gave him a wise and understanding heart. He gave Shlomo what he did not ask for also: riches and honor such has never been before amongst the kings that have ruled or would rule on earth. Then as a bonus, if Shlomo would walk in the ways of the LORD, he would have his days on earth lengthened.
Does not Son of GOD say to us, “Therefore do not be anxious saying, what will we eat, or what will we drink, or what will we clothe ourselves with? For all these things the gentiles strive for. For the Heavenly Father has known that you need all these things. “But seek first the kingdom of GOD and its righteousness, and all these things will be added to you as well." (Matt. 6:31-33) However, we in this nation, strive to do these things the other way around! If we were carpenters, building a house; we would be building it from the roof down, because what we have heard the Lord say in this passage of Scripture is completely backwards! We would have the roof assembled before the foundation was laid and would be looking extremely foolish. This is however, the way most followers of The Way (Christians) are taught to think who live in this nation. We are taught by those who profess knowledge of the word to pray like goyim and not like our Lord Yeshua. As His disciples we should be hungering and thirsting after righteousness instead of lusting after prosperity.
I want to underscore what I said before. If I, as a wealthy man, and a father, have it within my power to give my children anything they want, this does not mean I will, or should! This is especially true, if as their father deems their request as not in their best interest and if my children demand that I must because it is within my means to do so! Therefore, if I as a mere man say no to such arrogance, how much more GOD. Israel made demands of GOD over and over again. They tested and tried Him for forty years, questioning His ability not only to provide for them, but also to protect them from their enemies.
Israel even grumbled against the LORD for taking them out of Egypt, claiming they would have been better off as slaves because at least they would have food to eat. Israel provoked the LORD their GOD to anger, He who is and was and will always be the Rock of their Salvation. Never being satisfied, always craving more they cried out against the LORD and demanded meat instead of being satisfied with the Manna sent from heaven that the LORD their GOD sent to nourish them. GOD heard, and He sent them their meat and they perished with their meat still in their mouths, while they were knee deep in quail.
We must get back to the reality of the word of GOD, His Kingdom and its righteousness. Yeshua said, "Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that is coming out of the mouth of GOD". (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4) If we believe this gospel of prosperity, then we have believed a gospel of lies! We have received into our hearts a different Jesus, and have placed our trust in the riches of this world instead our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. We have made ourselves enemies of GOD. For the Scripture teaches us that "he who is friends with the world is an enemy of the LORD, and that they are adulterers and adulteresses." (Ja.4:4) “Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of GOD abides forever.” (1 Jn. 2:15-17)
The idolatry of prosperity has calloused our hearts and we are slowly but surely allowing ourselves to be seduced away from the reality of the cross. We are drifting away from the gospel of our LORD, and the Kingdom of GOD for the deceitfulness of the riches of this world, which with all its carnality is perishing. So we must awake and realize what is happening or we too will perish with this decaying world.
What then is the obstacle that keeps us from entering into the work of GOD and the revival that He wishes to bring to this nation. The obstacle is idolatry, and the adulterous affair that we have with the pursuit of wealth. This is the altar we have set up in our hearts which is supposed to be reserved as the temple of the Holy Spirit only! It is this idol that stands in it, and before our LORD that has provoked Him to jealousy. This idol of prosperity with its tentacles of wealth, sensual pleasure, plenty, and covetousness have crept into every aspect of our lives (a little leaven, leavens the whole loaf) and even many of the ministries that once stood on the Rock now stand beneath the shadow of this gospel of prosperity. These men whom the LORD has called and chosen to declare His word have been seduced away from the truth of His word and are preaching a gospel that is not only false but is misleading the sheep.
GOD, speaking to the prophet Ezekiel says, "Son of man, these men have set up idols in their hearts, and they have placed the stumbling block of their iniquity before their faces; shall I in any wise let Myself be inquired of them? ...Therefore, say to the House of Israel, 'Thus says the LORD Eternal, return and cause your heart to turn away from your idols; and from all your abominations turn your faces." (Ez. 14:3, 6) Remember that adultery toward the LORD is first committed in the heart and then it is consummated in the flesh! First you conceive it in your heart and then you do it.
Look at the uncleanness, the sin that is tolerated in the lives of many Christians. Look at the excuses that we give to ourselves to justify our behavior so that these indulgences are more palatable to the conscience. Look at the movies, television, games and music that we watch, and listen to with all their graphic language, and illicit content. Murder, lies, adultery, pornography, magic, and blood lust, all the very worst humanity has to offer is welcomed into many Christian’s homes. These are the very abominations and sins being welcomed into "Holy Spirit filled" homes that we were delivered from by GOD's own SON. Many Christians tolerate these things in their lives and simply shrug them off as harmless, or make believe; Halloween and the Harry Potter movies being further examples. (Garbage in, garbage out) I can tell from personal experience, having dealt with Christians who have not only participated in such idolatry, but because they failed to discern the danger, brought these abominations into their homes. They thereby are allowing the unclean spirits that go with such perversities to roam their houses and even bring sickness to family members.
One such family that I dealt with was visiting my home for a cook out. We talked for a bit about this and that, but when it got to how our children were doing, the conversation turned less light hearted. With my friend's wife and daughters sitting around the table, both the husband and the wife began to relate to me how one daughter’s legs had been cramped constantly making it difficult for her to walk. They then related how the younger daughter had a loss of appetite and had been unable to eat for the past three days; the loss of appetite had been going on for a few months. While the parents were speaking to me, the Holy Spirit gave me a word of knowledge. He spoke to me and related to me how this family had brought abominations into their home and that with this uncleanness entered an unclean spirit which brought with it the sicknesses that the girls were both suffering from. The principle source that the Lord told me was the cause, were the Harry Potter books. I told my friend and brother in the Lord that if he and his family would repent and remove these abominations from their home the Lord would forgive them and heal his daughters. He, his wife and daughters agreed, and my wife, myself and another brother in the Lord prayed for the girls healing. Immediately they were healed by the Lord according to the word that He spoke. Their situation could have been a lot worse, but GOD was merciful, forgiving and healing them and their household.
I have told Christians many times, including my own children, "garbage into our spirits, garbage and sickness out". Did not the apostle Paul say, "bad association’s corrupt good morals" and the Lord, “a little leaven leavens the whole loaf?” Are we so foolish as to ignore the Scripture which says, "that belial and Messiah have no relationship nor does the light of GOD or the darkness of satan," so, why then do we ignore the word of the LORD and indulge ourselves in such things when we have been delivered from the base things of the world?
We have indeed mixed wool with linen: that is. we have brought idolatry into the house of the LORD and interwoven it into our walk with our Lord. Thus by doing so we have lost our effectiveness, authority, and the power of our witness in the world! The mixing of the wool with the linen has caused us to sweat and give off the stench of death before our GOD, defiling us and our testimony of our LORD. Thus, by doing so we have we've forgotten that we are temples, holy sanctuaries of GOD's Spirit.
There is blindness in us, in that we can't seem to comprehend the example left to us by the LORD GOD, in His chastening of Israel. The LORD's righteous judgment, over Israel's sin, when He dealt with our brother’s disobedience, along with their idolatry, was to scatter them throughout the world, and put them in fear of the peoples amongst whom He scattered them. This rebellion against the LORD's word would be the destruction of the Temple that they cherished so much, and eliminate any possibility to make atonement for sin; except to be reconciled to Him through the atonement made: Yeshua the Messiah. He punished Israel twice in the same way, in that He scattered them twice and destroyed the Temple twice! So if the LORD did this to them then, why won't He do it to those who commit the same sins now? Has the LORD GOD all of a sudden changed and given a blind eye to sin? GOD forbid! "Don't you know that you are the Holy dwelling place of GOD and that the Spirit of GOD dwells in you? If anyone corrupts GOD's Temple, GOD will destroy this man. For the inner dwelling place of GOD is Holy and you are that Temple." (1 Co. 3:16, 17)
This is a very sobering passage of Scripture and it should be taken very seriously, for it applies to we who are His flock. This obstacle to our growth must be removed from our hearts, and nailed to the cross! We must repent and once more with integrity of heart follow after the One who loves us so very much. Let us never again forget how this love was expressed for us when Yeshua laid down His life for us, pouring out His blood as the dowry price of our redemption and betrothal. Now is the time to return to Him! Now is not the time be seeking after the things that He can give us, but rather, it is the time to seek Him because He is our Father, and loves us with such a deep love.
This is the promise we have from our heavenly Father, "I will live in them and walk among them, and I will be their GOD, and they shall be My people. Therefore come out of them and be separate from them says the LORD, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you and be your Father and you shall be My sons and daughters says the LORD Almighty." (2 Co. 6:16b-17). It is time to smash to pieces, grind to powder and burn to ashes the idols of our hearts and heed the call of the LORD our GOD and His Messiah Yeshua! The Lord Yeshua cried out to Jerusalem, saying, "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children as a hen gathers her young ones under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will no means be perceiving Me from this time forward, until you should be saying, 'This is the Blessed One who is coming in the Name of the LORD." (Matt. 23:37-39; Lk.13:34, 35)
If we like Jerusalem, fail to heed, recognize, or even worse, ignore the voice of the One calling to us at this very time in our history, we as a church in America, shall surely suffer as great a loss or even greater than did all Israel did at that time in their history because they did not perceive the day of their visitation. For they had the gospel preached to them for three years by our Lord and for many more years by the apostles. We in this nation have heard the gospel for at least two hundred years and the voices of many men of GOD crying out to His people to repent and return to Him. How much more shall we suffer GOD's judgments or worse miss the day of our visitation because we like they did not hear GOD's voice and repent? Let us therefore be wise, and choose to obey the voice of the Lord Yeshua who is calling to us that we may be revived, awaking from our slumber, rising up as the army of the LORD our GOD to do exploits in His mighty Name and for His glory Amen!
Choose This Day Who You Will Serve
Joshua spoke to all Israel and said, "Now therefore revere the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the river and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served on the other side of the river, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you abide. But as for me and my house we will serve the LORD...But Joshua said to the people, 'You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy GOD. He is a jealous GOD; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins; if you forsake the LORD and serve other gods. Then He will turn and do you harm and consume you, after He has done you good. And the people said to Joshua, 'No, but we will serve the LORD! 'So Joshua said to the people, 'You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves to serve Him.' And they said, 'We are witnesses!.' 'Now therefore,' he said-put away the foreign gods which are among you. and incline your heart to the LORD of Israel," (Joshua 24:14, 15, 19-23)
We too, have a similar choice to make. For has not the LORD our GOD through His Mighty Arm, Yeshua, worked salvation, and deliverance from the Egypt of our slavery unto sin to which we ourselves where doomed? Has He not also delivered us from the other side of the River and Egypt so that we might be able to serve Him? Doesn't follow that we also should we put away the idols in our lives: the false gods of pleasure, wealth, and self indulgence? Therefore, let we who call upon the Name above all names, put away the gods of the land in which we abide; those gods of money, greed, sexual promiscuity, religiosity, self righteousness and false piety that have taken root in the lives of so many of GOD's people. So that we too, may serve the LORD with our hearts inclined to His will and not our own. Let us also take heed and be aware of all the good the LORD has done for us through the salvation He has brought forth in Yeshua His Son, so that He does not turn to do us harm and consume us after He has done us good, as He did to Israel.
The LORD is more than willing to humble us if we will not listen to His admonition in order that we may be spared the destruction of rebellious children. If then, we decide to take the hard road, perhaps in our affliction we will seek the LORD our GOD with all our hearts. Let us therefore empty our hearts of these idols from this land in which we live, repent of these sins, so that we may be cleansed and be filled with the Holy Spirit to serve the Lord Yeshua once more! Then choosing to serve Him with sincerity of heart, real long lasting, life giving revival will without any doubt take place in this nation, because it will first have taken place in our hearts!
Everything we do is directly proportional to the depth of our love in our relationship toward our Father in heaven. If we choose to serve the LORD as the man who was too lazy to tend to his vineyard spoken of in Proverbs 6:9-11; 24:30-34, we shall suffer great loss. However, if we will choose to be diligent, rising early daily to meet with the LORD, we will put our pleasures aside for what pleases Him; then it shall be that the anointing of GOD shall come upon us. The Holy Spirit will be like a mighty rushing wind descending upon us, and will fill us with power from on High that we might engage in the work of the Kingdom of GOD.
Who shall we serve and what do we choose to do? Shall we remain fat, complacent and wallowing in what so many men call wealth, yielding ourselves to the god of hedonism whose creed is the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life? Or shall we rise up from our slumber and the deceitfulness of the riches of this world and serve the LORD?
When serving Him becomes everything to us and doing His will becomes our food, and our hearts are in tune with His, then our prayer lives will once more be zealous. Our supplications will once more be effective and fervent, because we will again hunger and thirst after His righteousness. Then when we come together as a body to praise Him, His Holy Presence will fill the places where we worship. In the unity of the Spirit we will cry out with one voice, 'glory to the LORD our GOD and to His Messiah Yeshua!” Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD GOD of Glory!!
No more will we try to wrestle oversight of the praise and worship service away from the Holy Spirit. No more will there be time limits to the length of His service, or devices to draw our attention away from our Lord. Never again will His House be a place to showcase the preaching ability of those brothers who shepherd His flock, or for the flock to entertain each other. We must choose to serve the LORD or not; and this choice is solely based upon our love and fear of Him.
Next we must choose to serve one another based on the love we have for one another in Him, for as the Scriptures teach us, "if we can't love our brother who we can see, how can we love GOD who we can't see?" In all our scurrying about to do good works for GOD we have forgotten this most important thing: that to truly worship the LORD is to fear and reverence Him! That means to have the love of GOD shed abroad in our hearts and with this comes the love of the fear of GOD in our hearts! Without these things working together in our hearts we cannot receive His wisdom and are unable to know what His will for us is. Without the love of the fear of the LORD in our hearts, everything we do simply becomes a matter of religion. Our service and worship of Him is transformed into mechanical repetition without any real understanding in our hearts of what we are saying or doing.
Service to the LORD is to love Him and fear Him. Only then does the work we do in His Name have any significance. As I said before, how we respond to Him in this area of reverential awe is directly proportional to our witness as a people of GOD. The LORD had the same problem with Israel as we can see from the following Scriptures; Mal. 1:6-14; Is. 1:11-13a, 15-17a; Jer. 6:20; Matt. 7:21-23; Ps. 24:3-6, Jn. 4:23, 24; 2 Co. 7:1. Listen to the word of the LORD, "A son honors His father and a servant his master. If I then am Father where is My honor? And if I am Lord, then where is My fear says the LORD of Hosts O priests who hold My Name in contempt. But you say, 'In what way have we held your Name in contempt?' You are offering defiled bread on My altar, and you say, 'In what way have we defiled you?' In your saying, 'The Table of the LORD is worthy of contempt.' And if you offer the blind for a sacrifice, is it not evil? Bring it now to your governor. Will he accept you or lift up your face, says the LORD? And now seek the face of GOD in a spirit of deep sincerity that He will grant us grace. By your hands has this been done; will He lift up your faces says the LORD of Hosts? Who is there among you who will shut the door, so you would not kindle a fire on My Altar in vain! For from the rising of the sun to its going down great shall be My Name among the gentiles and in every place incense is offered to My Name; and a pure food offering. For My Name shall be great among the gentiles says the LORD of Hosts. But you are profaning it (the 'it' being the Name of the LORD of Hosts) when you say, 'The Table of the LORD is defiled and the fruit of it, His food is worthy of contempt. Behold you have said, 'what laborious toil!' And you have valued it lightly says the LORD of Hosts. And you bring what has been stolen, and lame, and the sick and you bring the meal offering. Should I accept it from your hand, says the LORD of Hosts? But cursed be the deceiver, and is in his flock a male, and he vows it, but sacrifices a blemished one to the LORD (This, by the way, happened in the New Testament Church when Ananias and his wife lied to the Holy Spirit in an attempt to deceive Him and the congregation about the generosity of their offering to the LORD. They brought a curse on themselves and died instantly). For I AM the Great King says the LORD of Hosts; and My Name is feared among the gentiles! What good are the multitude of your sacrifices to Me says the LORD? (I hope that is seen clearly here and that it is absolutely obvious that without the fear of the LORD, without this reverential awe and love for Him in our hearts everything that follows, that flows out of our hearts, is vanity and contemptible to the LORD). When you come in to seek My face, who has required this of you: the trampling of My Courts? Do not add to bringing vain sacrifice, it is utterly hateful incense to Me...And when you spread your hands, I will hide My eyes from you, also when you multiply your prayer I will not hear ...Wash yourselves, purify yourselves, remove the evil of your doings from before My eyes; cease doing evil...Why does frankincense come to Me from Sheba and the good cane from a far land? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable to Me and your sacrifices are not pleasing to Me.
It must be clearly understood that such an improper attitude toward the LORD, 'then', is just as intolerable to Him 'now'! We had better get our act together but quick, for we have done exactly the same things as Israel did. How many times have we, without examining ourselves, with unconfessed, unrepented sin in our hearts toward the LORD, our brethren, or those outside the Kingdom of GOD partake of the Lord's Supper? When we do this we are eating this bread and drinking this cup in an unworthy manner, and thereby bringing the guilt of His body and of His blood upon ourselves. This is how we defile the Bread of the LORD's altar, holding the Bread of His Presence, Yeshua the Messiah in contempt.
Our offerings are blemished because when we come before the LORD in our worship services, there is unforgiveness in our hearts, the root of bitterness and the distractions of life. Our minds are many times whirling with the thoughts of the day. We carry with us of what has happened to us during the course of the week instead of leaving these cares at the cross, and we can't seem to focus on our Lord.
If we cannot forgive the sins that have been committed against us by men, or our husbands, wives, children, and even more importantly our brothers and sisters in the Lord; then how can we possibly expect our sacrifice of praise and worship, our prayers or our monetary offerings to be received of the LORD our GOD?
How can He heal us or lift up our countenance so our faces might shine as Abel's did when the LORD received his offering, instead of walking around with a countenance like Cain, because of the bitterness of his heart. We are better off not to enter the sanctuary of our LORD at all, rather than to enter into His Presence with our hearts not right and grieve His Holy Spirit. The Lord Yeshua, in reproving the Parushim (Pharisees) said this in relation to the Altar of GOD, "Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the Altar that sanctifies the gift?" (Matt.23:19). This is how, so very many times, we too, defile the Altar and Table of our LORD. For we bring to the Altar of GOD gifts with unrepented sin in our hearts and in doing so deny the greatness of the altar of the LORD. These offerings, of praise, prayer, supplication, and finances given with hearts that are" not in right standing with our LORD, defile His Altar. So, like those who would bring a lamb, goat, or bull that was blemished as an offering to the LORD GOD, we too, do likewise when we come before Him with a blemished heart!
This is why Joshua said to the people of Israel that they could not serve the LORD; because service unto our Heavenly Father and to His Messiah centers and originates from the heart. He knew that their hearts did not truly fear the LORD. Those that worship the LORD GOD must worship Him in spirit and truth, with sincerity and reverence of heart. Yeshua declared that out of the heart flow the issues of life; "Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life...But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witnesses, blasphemies. These are that which defile a man.” (Jn. 4:23, 24; Prov. 4:23; Matt. 15:18-20a)
When it came time for a priest to minister before the LORD GOD, he was brought to the chamber of hewn stone located below the Temple, and he was thoroughly examined for any blemishes that would prevent him from serving the LORD. Anything that might sanction him from ministering before the LORD, or which could bring sin on himself or Israel disqualified him from serving! If he was found to be free from blemish, he was washed by the attending priests, clothed in white linen and he was kept in the chamber of hewn stone, under the constant scrutiny of the attending priests. He spent his time studying the word of GOD until it was time to enter in to the LORD's Presence, thus insuring no defilement from the outside. This physical examination illustrates very nicely the word Paul speaks about us examining our hearts and judging ourselves that we may not come under GOD's judgment; so like the priest in the chamber of hewn stone we might come before Him to be examined in the Light of His Presence. Thus, under the conviction of the Holy Spirit we may repent of any sins we have committed against Him, or our brethren, and being so cleansed with His precious blood we will be made fit for service.
Therefore, it makes no difference how many church services we attend, or bible studies and home groups we attend; if our hearts are not right before Him. All our prayers, praises and works of service are for nothing because they have the defilement of sin on them, voiding our worship of GOD! Understanding this let us examine ourselves to see that we harbor no secret sin and walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit. In this way, when we come before the LORD to break bread, and we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we will not partake unworthily. Let us keep ourselves separated from the uncleanness of this present world and be Holy; for the LORD is Holy.
"Draw near to GOD and He will draw to you, cleanse your hands you sinners and sanctify your hearts you double minded ones. Lament, mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy into sorrow. Be humbled before the LORD and He will exalt you." (Jam. 1:27, 4:8-10)
"For thus says the Exalted One High and Lifted up who inhabits eternity, and His Name is Holy: I dwell in the high and Holy Place even with the contrite and humble of spirit; to revive the spirit of the humble and revive the heart of the contrite ones." (Is. 57:15)
"Let us approach GOD with a true heart, with full confidence of faith having had our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our body washed with pure water." (Heb.10:22)
If we are to serve the Lord Yeshua at all, it must be from this perspective alone: He is GOD and we are not, we are subject to His will and not the other way around. He has redeemed us with His own precious blood, thus being purchased out of the bondage of sin that leads only to death. We do not belong to our selves but to Him, if, we have indeed repented from our sin. And having had our hearts cleansed with His precious blood; then we are also being transformed into His likeness individually and being built together into His dwelling place corporately.
We must return to our first love and to His service, to the place where our hearts are completely His! "Set up road marks for yourself, make columns to guide yourself. Put your heart in order being watchful to look to the Highway, the Way you went." (Jer.31:21) Yeshua says, “I AM the Way the Truth and the Life, and in another place, "Enter the narrow gate because the gate of destruction is wide and deep and many are going through it. How narrow is the gate and grievous the way that leads straight to life and few are those who find it." (Matt. 7:13, 14)
Which way will we choose and who will we serve, the LORD our GOD or ourselves? If we make the right choice, laying down our lives for Him upon His Altar, surrendering our hearts to the Holy Spirit and walk before Him with a broken heart and a contrite spirit we can be used mightily of GOD. If we choose to follow our hearts refusing His grace and exhortation that has been given to us as a father to his children, then He will reject us from service in His Temple even as He did the Levites who strayed far from the LORD when Israel went astray [turned aside to do evil before the LORD and sin against Him] with their idols and bore their iniquity and were reduced to being gate keepers and servants in GOD's House. They were given the tasks of slaughtering the sacrifices of the people and serving before them, but were not allowed to serve before the LORD because of their idolatry and because they caused Israel to stray from the LORD. He raised His hand against them in an oath: they shall bare their iniquity. They were also not allowed to minister as priests, nor come near any of the holy things, but would bear their shame and their abominations which they had committed against the LORD. These Levites were reduced to the maintenance tasks of the Temple only! Only the son's of Zadok (sons of righteousness) would be allowed to minister before the LORD GOD because they kept covenant with GOD and served Him only! (See Chapt. 44 of Ezekiel) The apostle Paul writing to Timothy states similar conditions for service in GOD's House, "Nevertheless the solid foundation of GOD stands, having this seal: "the LORD knows who are His," and, "Let everyone who names The Name of Messiah depart from iniquity. “But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. Flee youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart." (2 Tim 2: 19-22) Having said this, let’s turn our attention now to how GOD builds and orders His House, for if we really desire revival in our hearts, our families, and our churches then we must also be willing to hand over the building of the LORD's House back over to the Holy Spirit.
Whose House Is It and Shall We Build It?
The House is the LORD's and it is about time we got back to the reality of that truth! This truth is especially important in regards to how we are to build in GOD's House, because if we cannot recognize the truth and reality that He is Lord in His own House, we will certainly not be able to recognize His authority or anointing in whom the LORD has gifted and graced in all the related areas of its construction. Both John the Immerser and our Lord address these issues of gifting and gracing in this manner; "a man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven...Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner...I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me." (Jn. 3:27, 5:19, 30) “Unless the LORD builds the House, they labor in vain that build it.”
We have the testimony of John the Immerser, speaking by the Holy Spirit, of whom Yeshua said, "Assuredly I say to you, among those born of women there has risen no one greater (that is a prophet) than John the Immerser. ....Matt.11:11a, then we have the Word of GOD speaking the words of the Father, thirdly we have Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived speaking by the Spirit of the LORD; and all are in agreement. They all say the same thing. Only through the anointing and authority of the LORD, can the work that we are called to do be done as set forth by His will! Only when we fully understand that Yeshua is our Head, that it is He who rules in us, and that He has sent the Holy Spirit to oversee the construction of His House that we can ever hope to build accurately! Therefore, if Yeshua says that He can only do that which he sees the Father in heaven doing, and the fullness of GOD who resides in Him, then how can we presume to take control of the building of the House of GOD and hope to succeed? The answer is that we most assuredly cannot, and will not be able do so!!
We must then ask ourselves two questions, one, do we believe what the LORD has said in the Holy Scripture about how we are to build, or is it open to our own modifications? Two, do we believe in our hearts that He has presented us with His precise plan for building His House; as He has foreshadowed in the Torah and the Prophets and as Yeshua related in the New Testament Scriptures? Yes, or no, is it the Pattern that GOD Almighty has revealed to His Son and the Son to us through the Holy Spirit, or not? There is no middle ground; we either agree with the LORD our GOD or we are wrong!
The fact that we have so many denominations, types of leadership, doctrines, and above all, the clear lack of unity in the House of GOD speaks volumes to the indifference we have in regards to these questions and the authority of the Holy Spirit. These things cannot be defended or justified in the light of the Holy Scriptures. They stand as witnesses against us as to our lack of obedience toward the LORD and in regard to not following the pattern He has set down for us to follow without deviation! These things are not unique to us in this present time, but they are none-the-less no excuse. Paul faced a similar problem with the fellowships he and others had planted.
For example, in 1 Cor. 1:11-13, 3:4-8, we see strife, quarreling, factions, and the beginnings of sectarianism. This marked the beginnings of divisions amongst the members of GOD's House. This lack of submission to Messiah's authority in His own House, particularly amongst the shepherds of GOD and His sheep have brought us to where we are now; a divided house. The sheep have learned this behavior from the shepherds. My wife would tell me all the time, "Children live what they have learned." So if you’re curious as to why our children, or the sheep that we're shepherding are acting out, it might be a very good idea to examine ourselves first to see what kind of example of Messiah Yeshua we are!
We have all forgotten that we as servants, functioning in Yeshua's five-fold Ministry, are His fellow workers, and not the whole ball of wax. His sheep are the field in which we all labor together, and that we are nothing and the glory is the LORD's. We as His children, and servants must return the planning, oversight, and construction of His House back over to whom the Father has chosen as the Chief Architect: Yeshua, so that we as His obedient children might do the work He has ordained us to do, and to do it correctly.
The apostle Paul writing to the Corinthian Congregation said, "According to the Grace of GOD having been given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it." We read in the Book of Hebrews, Chapter 8:4b-5, (Ex.25:40) how this admonition is underscored by saying, "...since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the Torah; who serve the copy and silhouette of the heavenly one (Heavenly Temple), just as Moshe being admonished through the command, as he was about to erect the completed House of Sanctity, 'For he says you will fabricate it according! to the pattern you are being shown on the mountain." So, interestingly enough not only are the admonishments for building in the LORD's House the same in both the Tanach (Old Testament) and Brit Ha Chadasha (New Testament) but, so also, the grace and anointing of GOD's Spirit!
When we compare the language GOD uses in the Book of Exodus, and the language which Paul speaks in regards to the grace granted to him to be a builder in the House of our lord Yeshua in the Book of Corinthians, we cannot help but see that the gifts, calling and anointing that GOD gave to those men then and the anointing to the brothers that are in the New Testament, as well as us now to work in His Holy Tabernacle are the same! And the LORD GOD spoke to Moshe saying, "Behold I have called by name Btsahlayl ben Ooree (Bezaleel son of Uri), son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and that I have filled him with the Spirit of Eloheem [the Spirit of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit], with wisdom and insight and with knowledge and with all manner of skill as a master craftsman…” (Ex. 31:1-4a, 35:32) Here we see GOD using the words master craftsmen, and the apostle Paul using the words master builder. They have both having received GOD's wisdom for the tasks at hand.
There's something interesting here that I want us to see in regards to Bezaleel and Yeshua; and that is this: that both are from the tribe of Judah; the LORD said that He has called Bezaleel by name, and of Yeshua, the Father said, "this is My Son in whom I am well pleased," and to whom He gave the Name that is above all names. The LORD filled Bezaleel with the Spirit of Eloheem, that is: The Spirit of 'The Godhead'. He gave to Bezaleel the Holy Spirit of wisdom, knowledge, understanding, and insight. He received of the LORD GOD all the skill necessary that a master craftsman would require for the building of the Tabernacle of the LORD.
Bezaleel was given of the Spirit of GOD in part, but to Yeshua the Spirit of GOD was given in fullness, without limitation, or restriction and He remains in Him and on Him. This is important to note for the following reason. We must consider that such wisdom was given by the LORD GOD to a man, so that he would faithfully build what the Spirit of GOD manifested to him in detail. We must also take into account that he was also to instruct others with this knowledge which he had received of the Spirit for the purpose of equipping them for works of service in the building of GOD's House. Does it not follow then, that we should heed the instructions of the SON all the more in regards to how His House is to be constructed and His people equipped?
"No man has the power to receive anything (appropriate power, or claim he is anointed, in point of fact the anointing 'claims' the one being anointed!) unless it has been given to him from heaven." (Jn.3:27)
Therefore, it must be totally and clearly understood that it is only by the grace, the gifting, the anointing, the authority and power of the Ruach Ha Kodesh (Holy Spirit) that we are enabled to function as fellow workers in GOD's House. Any other way shows us to be frauds, charlatans, and imposters. Another way of saying this is, that anyone who claims such things without the evidence of the Holy Spirit's seal of approval are nothing less than wolves in sheep's clothing at the very worst and deceivers at best!
When will we learn that we can do nothing at all without Him? Understand this, without His choosing us, calling us, and gifting us for the five-fold ministry spoken of in Ephesians Chapter 4:1-16, then it follows is that: No function, no gift. No gift, no grace. No grace to operate the gift, no anointing!! Therefore, not only must these surveyors’ stakes be in place in the ministry that we've been called to, but more importantly, we must be totally submitted to the Father's way of building in the House. In this way we will obediently follow the Pattern that has been revealed by Yeshua the Messiah through the Holy Spirit to those whom He has chosen to function as builder's and equippers in His House.
There is but the One Tavneet (Pattern), the One Foundation and they are the same! They are One (Unity), Messiah Yeshua, the Father's costly, and handpicked Cornerstone. This is the foundation laid by The LORD GOD of Israel Himself. This Foundation is not to be built upon haphazardly, or chiseled upon with the iron tools of mans understanding or is it ever to be trifled with. This Stone is firmly founded, immovable, unshakeable, indestructible, and perfect in every respect. "Behold I (the LORD) put into place in Zion the Stone, the stable Stone, a priceless Stone (meaning perfectly square on all its faces) The founded Foundation Stone (an immoveable, unshakeable and indestructible stone)." (Is.28:16)
The writer in Proverbs chapter 8:30a calls Yeshua "A Faithful Architect". He is the one we must attentively pay heed to, obeying the Holy Spirit that He has Himself placed in authority over us, so as to instruct us, so that our work is not in vain. (See Psalm 127:1)
We must repent of our pride and arrogance and ask Him to forgive us, giving our hearts over to Him that the work of GOD's House might once more be accomplished according to His will and purpose; not our own! For the LORD our GOD has commanded us as He commanded Bezaleel, to build and teach in His House with precision and nothing has changed, only the raw materials.
Before I move on to the next chapter I would like to share with you something the Holy Spirit showed me. There was another man chosen to work with Bezaleel, a man by the name of Aholiav of the tribe of Dan. When we put together the meanings of their names along with the significance of the tribes that they are from, we come up with a really amazing insight. Bezaleel means the shadow of GOD, i.e. the protection of GOD. Bezaleel is from the tribe of Judah, the tribe from which would come the Everlasting King of Israel, Messiah Yeshua. Aholiav means my “father's tent,” and he is from the tribe of Dan, the tribe of judges. Putting all this together we arrive at this, "In My Father's Tent (Yeshua), the fleshly Tabernacle of GOD) we have the protection of GOD from judgment! Amen! Amen!
The Chief Architect - The Holy Spirit
All the particulars of the Tabernacle built by Moshe were mandated to Him by GOD's Spirit, and it is not credible that GOD would use less care and exactness in the building of this far more glorious and durable work. All this, it seems was given him in writing, probably by the ministry of an angel. The Temple was to be a sacred thing, a type of Christ, of His Church and of Heaven. Therefore, it was not to be contrived by man's invention, but framed by Divine Institution. (Wesley's commentary on 1 Chronicles 28: 12)
This is an amazing statement and should be thoughtfully considered, since, few if any such churches like this exist in this country. It should be noted that Wesley emphasizes the fact that it is and was by The Spirit of GOD that the Tabernacle was fabricated then, and it is no less the work of the Holy Spirit now. Therefore, we must allow the Holy Spirit to work through us now without hindrance, that He may with the same exacting precision join us together in the unity of the Spirit and the bond of love.
The scriptures teach us this, “But 'The Aid,' The Holy Spirit,” whom the Father will send in My Name, He will teach you all thing’s, and bring to remembrance all the things I said to you...These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual." (Jn. 14:26; l Co. 2:13) Therefore, Yeshua says this, "It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh produces nothing."
Just as the Spirit of Eloheem, The Holy Spirit, guided and instructed in the
construction of the Tabernacle of GOD in the wilderness, and as He did the Temple of King Solomon, so too, does The Spirit direct the brethren in the building of the New Testament Tabernacle throughout the Book of Acts. This is how and what the Holy Spirit desires to do now if we will allow Him.
The work that was accomplished here was not the work of men, but rather the work of the Spirit of GOD working through men as He revealed His will to them in order that His work might be accomplished. The men whom the LORD called and chose did the work in obedience to the Pattern of GOD, shown them by the Holy Spirit, and they did it exactly as they were shown!
The Lord said that we could do nothing without Him. So why then do we persist in a line of thinking that is contrary to this very declaration whether it be individually or corporately? He also said that we would be clothed with power and authority from on High, and this He spoke of in regards to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit who Yeshua sent to lead us, and not the other way around!
The Book of Acts is replete with examples of the disciples of the Community of GOD, who were filled with the Holy Spirit, and who were thoroughly submitted to His authority, leadership and prophetic direction. They were entrusted with power and authority because of their obedience to Him. Let's look at some examples:
"...Until the day when He was taken up to Heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom He had chosen." Acts 1:2 "...For John immersed in water but you will be immersed in the Holy Spirit...But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come Upon you and you will be My testators (witnesses of My covenant with you and those who will hear." (Acts 1:5, 8)
"...And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and they began to speak in other languages as the Spirit giving them to speak..." (Acts 2:4) "... Then Kefa (Peter) filled with the Holy Spirit. says to them...and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of GOD with boldness." (Acts 4:8, 31) "...and so is the Holy Spirit whom GOD has given to those who obey Him.” (Acts 5:32)
"...Meanwhile the House of GOD throughout Judea, Galeel, and Shomron prospered in peace, living in community and being built up, edified, and strengthened, spreading out and flourishing like the branches of a tree, developing in the reverential awe of the LORD; in the exhortation and the equipping of the Comforter it (the House of GOD) was enriched and multiplied.” (Acts 9:31)
"...While they were worshiping the LORD and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Paul for the work to which I called them...So being sent out by the Holy Spirit..." (Acts 13:2, 4)
"...For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us..." (Acts 15:28)
"...having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia." (Acts 16:6)
"...and now bound by the Spirit, I am on my way I am on my way to Jerusalem. ..except that the Holy Spirit warns me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions await me." (Acts 20:22, 23)
"...of which the Holy Spirit has made you Elders to shepherd the Congregation of GOD, that He Purchased with His own blood." (Acts 20:28)
"...a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea and having come to us having taken Paul’s belt, bound his own feet and hands with it and said, 'Thus says the Holy Spirit...' (Acts 21:10, 11)
"...Then the Spirit said to Phillip..." (Acts 28:29)
What is clearly evident here, are the following facts:
One: The House is GOD's, established and founded by Him, having been purchased with the blood of His beloved Son Yeshua who He has made both Lord and Messiah!
Two: The Father has made the Son Head over His House and given the Son all authority in heaven and on earth.
Three: The Lord Yeshua is THE Master Craftsman who was sent by the Father as the Foundation Stone, Precious Corner Stone, and Foundation. He is the one who is both the Pattern of GOD's House and its builder.
Four: The Lord Yeshua sent the Holy Spirit to instruct, teach and guide us, not only in how we are to live and function individually as His children, but also corporately as His Church. He is the only One who has the singular and legitimate qualification and authority sanctioned by the Father to give the instructions as to how we are to correctly build His House. This is something that we have forgotten, that has damaged the Body Messiah, it's witness and it's testimony in the United States.
Five: The Holy Spirit sovereignty chooses those men (men not women) who have been called, gifted and anointed by the LORD to function in the five-fold ministry as described in Ephesians 4:11-16 to equip His sheep for works of service in His House. It is high time that we recognize this and forsake our own notions of how we should build and equip His flock in His House!
Six: The Holy Spirit and only the Holy Spirit is the inaugurator. consummator and consolidator who has been sent by Yeshua to institute and direct the work in The Father's House.
Seven: Yeshua is the Aleph and the Tav of GOD's wisdom and therefore this is no other way to build but by the direction of His Holy Spirit. Thus, all other ways and representations of GOD's House, no matter how pleasant or comfortable they may be are false, and doomed to collapse because they were not correctly founded!
From the Holy Scriptures we can distinctly see without any doubt, or controversy that, from the time when Moshe received the Pattern from heaven for the building of GOD's Tabernacle, and the anointing of Bezaleel and Aholiab with the Holy Spirit that they may work as craftsmen to do the work in the building of the LORD's House, and to equip others to do the same (a type of five-fold ministry seen in Ephesians Chapter 4:11-16) ; including the time when GOD revealed to David the way the Temple was to be constructed from the Pattern that was revealed to Him from heaven, that he also revealed and to his son Solomon; even to the New Testament until now, GOD has not changed His way of building.
As we compare the language used to describe the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, to the words used by the apostle Paul in Eph. 4:15, 16, we see how wonderfully all the people worked together. This was because the people were of one heart, working together so that under the direction of the Holy Spirit, and those men whom He ordained to instruct the people in its fabrication everything was accomplished perfectly before the LORD. The same holds true here, "But holding to, the truth in love let us grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head-Messiah-out of whom the body whose frame is joined closely together and coalescing through growth into one body (The Tabernacle of GOD). (Jn. 1:14; Rev. 20: 3, 21:22) “…through every junction, each part giving His support according to its function...and holding fast to the Head, out from whom all the body through each junction and band is being fully supplied and coalescing into one body caused to grow by the increase of GOD..." (Eph. 4:16, 17; Col. 2:19) Thus we see with what exacting precision in language, and in the Spirit, of how we are required of the LORD our GOD to build. These instructions not being according to man's will or wisdom, but that of the LORD! Everything must flow from the Spirit so that the Tavneet of GOD will be assembled correctly and its ministry will function in obedience to His will, or they both will eventually collapse. The Lord Himself will raise up His House and not men, "...I will raise up the House of David that has gone into disrepair and wall up the ruptures. And I will raise up what has been pulled down, and I will rebuild it as in the days of old.” (Amos 9: 11)
If we as a people of the LORD, in America ever hope to be an effective, viable, authoritative, powerful Church with an unshakeable witness, and irreproachable in our testimony; then we must once more humble ourselves before our Farther in Heaven and His Messiah. Revival that is complete and total, in its renewal cannot come until we meet GOD's terms and conditions. We must arise from our slumber, putting aside the works of the flesh and look at ourselves in the Light of GOD's Reflection: Yeshua. Then we must be truthful to acknowledge our sin and turn from it. We must return to the Rock of our Salvation, the Foundation Stone of GOD, our first love the Lord Yeshua and the preaching of the cross. As we do this, the true nature of GOD is allowed to flow through us and His fruit allowed to manifest itself in us as a witness to His Glory. We must turn our backs on the world and our own selfish desires so that we may serve Him only. We must give GOD back His House and be obedient once more to the authority of His Holy Spirit that dwells within us and rules in His House. If we will repent and turn to Him in sackcloth and ashes we will see an end time revival that will outshine the sun and the fervency of its brightness because our Lord Yeshua the Messiah of GOD will be the life and light of it!
Such a revival will be sustained and everlasting because it is fueled by the Spirit of GOD in our hearts. We will once more be obedient and righteous children whose one love is GOD, and whose one concern is to do the will of His Son! Then we shall see the House of GOD raised up by the Hand of GOD not only functioning as it should, but far outshining the glory of all the former ones. Amen! Amen! Let it be so O LORD our GOD in Yeshua's Name; lets us with one heart and in one accord repent and return to You.
If My People Who Are Called by My Name...
Hear now Oh Lord GOD our heavenly Father as we come before you in the Name of your only begotten Son Yeshua the Messiah! Please forgive us our rebellions, our idolatries and all the lawlessness that we have committed against you, and your Son. Forgive us for being covenant breakers and the sins, we as brothers, and sisters have committed against each other. We repent in sackcloth and ashes, and rend our hearts before you. We ask that you, in your tender mercies would cleanse us from our sins and the shame that we as your people who are called by your Name have brought to you by committing these sins in the midst of the nations, and who because of us have blasphemed your Holy Name. Please Oh Holy and Righteous judge wash us clean with the precious blood of your Son Yeshua. Cleanse us from all our unrighteousness, and create an upright spirit within us that we may serve you once more as we did when you first found us, so that you may once more be our first love.
As you breathed the breath of life into Adam making him a living being, and breathed upon the disciples, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit" so once more come, Oh Lord Yeshua, and breathe into us the Holy Spirit that we may be revived and live. We will obediently serve you Father and walk in the Torah of Life that you have written upon the fleshy tablets of our hearts. Pour out your Spirit upon us and bring revival to this nation. Do not revive only us, but our people Israel also into whose family tree you have grafted us, and into whose house you have adopted us giving us your Name.
Make us as the men of David Oh Lord; warriors clothed in the armor of the Spirit and of your Light. Let us go out so that with the sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the sandals of the gospel of reconciliation, the ephod of truth and the breast plate of righteousness so that we may fulfill the commandment of the Lord and our GOD to preach the cross of Messiah to all nations, peoples, tribes and tongues that they also might become your disciples.
Let this revival be birthed in our hearts with the zeal of our LORD, and the fire of Your Holy Spirit. Bring this fire first into our hearts, then our homes, our congregations and finally to our nation. Help us Father to walk in your love, abiding in it always, in such a powerful way so that just as a moth is drawn to a flame or a thirsty man to cool water, the people of this nation will be drawn to you and receive the new covenant into their hearts.
Be magnified and glorified Oh LORD our GOD in the midst of your people in such away, that with one resounding voice it will be declared, "See how good and how pleasant is the living of brothers, even in one accord!" (Psalm 133:1), that all who do not know you will long in their hearts to become your child. May GOD save Israel, peace to Jerusalem and may true long lasting revival come to this, the United States of America.
May GOD save America, Amen! Amen!
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