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Dedication
History is written by the winners; for if treason succeeds none dare call it treason? I find the concepts this reveals to be fascinating. I can bore the teeth off anyone at twenty paces at parties if you get me going. Hopefully I won’t bore you here. My thanks to the team at Bluewood Publishing for giving me the opportunity to put my theories into practice. My thanks as ever to the people who encouraged me to write as a means of escaping the sometimes dreadful realities of life. I truly hope you enjoy reading these stories as much as I did writing them.
Carthaginian Empire - Episode 5: Syracuse
“The citadel of Syracuse still holds!”
The news reverberated around the Greek colonies and homelands every time a ship sneaked in and out of the harbour. It had become a rallying cry. Each time, months apart, the news was received with rejoicing.
“The city of Syracuse and its citadel still holds out!”
This cry went round the city and empire of Carthage with something other than elation, indeed the emotion it generated was just the opposite. Hasdrubal’s army was encamped outside the city walls of Syracuse and had been so for four long years. Handro’s fleet was blockading the bay and the port. But neither could break the deadlock. Syracuse held out, the last of the Greek enclaves on the island of Sicily. In actuality the last Greek enclave in the western arm of the True Sea.
* * * *
“My Lord Admiral, the General Hasdrubal approaches!” The herald’s announcement was unnecessary as the hooves of the approaching horses clearly signalled arrival of the expected visitors.
The sides of the tent had been raised to allow air to circulate, but it was still oppressively hot in the Sicilian sun. Hasdrubal and his staff reigned in, in front of the tent and dismounted, they gazed across the bay to where Syracuse still lay in Greek hands for a moment and then entered the tent.
“Hail and well met Handro.”
“Hail and well met Hasdrubal. How goes it in the siege lines.”
“Nothing changes. I don’t have the men to launch another full scale assault and they are so well supplied I cannot starve them out.”
“I know, but my ships cannot get closer to stop them fishing whilst the catapults on Faro Maniace are still manned.”
Hasdrubal grunted. “But you are still allowing their ships in and out.”
“Fewer than you think. For every ship that gets back to Athens, seven lie at the bottom of the sea. You know as well as I do that we allow most in but few out. That was the long range strategy agreed by the king’s council back in Carthage. The more of Greek strength, particularly Athenian strength we can destroy here the weaker Greece and Athens will be in the future.”
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