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The Book of Revelation is a book of prophecy. It is the I last message to dying lost men and women of this world. I am dedicating this book, entitled Unveiling Revelation, to my cousin Mae Ruth Hegger. We grew up together and are the last ones of the old family group still alive. We were born down in the hills of South Carolina. She was born in the city of Spartinburg, South Carolina, and I was born in a rural area on a plantation near the little town of Carlisle. We were born during a time of hardship.
My cousin’s mother (Bell Montgomery) took in wash, which means that she washed clothes for rich white families. This was her year round occupation. All winter and summer Mae Ruth helped her mother wash, some times in hot water and other times in cold water. As of this writing, Mae Ruth is seventy—nine years of age. She has arthritis in both of her hands so bad that she can barely use them. It has been medically determined that the long periods of exposure of her hands in cold water, caused the severe attack of arthritis.
We made a promise to see each other once a year for as long as we are both alive. I love Mae Ruth very much, so I travel from California to South Carolina each year to see her. Mae Ruth love the Lord, and she can see the hand of the Lord helping her through the people around her. Some of them check on her daily, and every Sunday someone brings a Sunday dinner. When she has a Doctor’s appointment, someone is always there to take her.
My cousin retired from the Spartinburg Unified School District, therefore she is financially secure. She has a good relationship with her neighbors, and most of all, she has a good relationship with Christ. When I visit her, we sit up late at night talking. Mae Ruth love discussing the Bible. Unable to attend church, she will always listen to the TV or radio ministry. Every year I get excited when it is time to visit her in April. I am praying that the good Lord will continually bless her and keep her so long as she live.
*****
I thank God the father, Jesus Christ the Son, and the sustaining power of the Holy Ghost, for without their spiritual guidance this book entitled, Unveiling Revelation, would not be in print. I would like to acknowledge the ancestry bloodline of the mother continent, AFRICA. Africa was the cradle of God’s creation, which was known as the garden of Eden. In this day and time there is scientific proof that God introduced mankind to planet earth on the continent of Africa. The archeologists have proclaimed through their findings of fossils and relics of early humankind on the soil of Africa, that the African world was the beginning of civilization. The anthropologists, through scientific research into the origin of man, have essentially reached the same conclusion. Therefore, these two reliable scientific areas of discipline have revealed to the whole world the truth that Africa was the birthplace of the first man.
I’d like to thank Mr. Bert Harrison, a very good friend of mine, who is a retiree of the Richmond Unified School District. We meet once a week and discuss the bible, politics, history and sports. Many times other people will join us in these discussions. He and his wife love to travel; each year they travel to Europe to see their daughter. After vacationing in Europe, they will extend their vacation by traveling to the South Sea Island of Tahiti. Bert was a great help to me in writing this book, he shared his teaching skills and expertise in the areas of American history, geography, spelling, and sentence structure. I am truly thankful to God for our acquaintance. May God bless Mr. Harrison and his family.
I want to acknowledge the Reverend R.T.George of the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church of Oakland, California. The Lord called me into his service under the pastorate of Reverend George. I received four years of Bible instructions through the Lyceum at Antioch, after which I attended the Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. The Seminary offered me the backdrop to enter the Southern Baptist Theological Extension Seminary of Nashville, Tennessee. I graduated from Southern Baptist in 1984. I am very grateful to Golden Gate Seminary and the Southern Baptist Extension Seminary for all the biblical instructions that I received from them.
I also want to acknowledge Reverend Ronald Burris, a very dear brother in Christ. I am deeply indebted to him for the services he rendered in helping to edit and review the manuscript of this book. He has his masters’ of divinity, and currently is studying for his doctorate of theology at the Seminary of the West. Nevertheless, he found the time to share his expertise with me during my writing of Unveiling Revelation. I am overly appreciative of his time and effort in helping me. May the good Lord continue his blessings toward my brother.
I want to acknowledge "my pastor," Reverend Dr. Caroll Broadfoot Jr, for allowing me the privilege of preaching for the Friendship Missionary Baptist Church of Vallejo, California. I want to acknowledge Reverend Leo William and his wife Mrs. Jackie William. Reverend William and I have labored together many hours studying the word of God and the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. I can attest to the seriousness of Reverend William’s involvement in the work of the Lord. Mrs. William is responsible for a great deal of the typing that went into Unveiling Revelation.
There are many others that gave me encouragement when I very much needed it. Some of these dear friends and supporters are as follows: Reverend Lou Johnson, our minister of education; Reverend Terry Long, our minister of youth; Reverend Alfred Roberts, our Sunday school assistant coordinator; and Reverend Owens, a very dear friend of mine who has stood by me in many areas of my ministry.
I am submerged in a flood of thanks and appreciation for the foundation of Bible teaching by Reverend George of the Antioch Baptist Church, the Bible instructions from the schools of theology, the associated ministers that stood with me, and to my family and friends for all the support that they gave to me while penning Unveiling Revelation. I am very grateful!
*****
The Book of Revelation or the Revelation of St. John The Divine, foretells of a time of the destruction of our present global civilization; it is God’s final judgment of humanity. God returns to the planet earth and destroys the Devil and his works, the resulting upheaval is total revolution, terror, unspeakable horrors and brutal bloodshed. It is the last book of the Bible as foretold by John (the ancient mystic on the Isle of Patmos) nearly 2ooo years ago. It speaks of a time of tremendous sorrow and despair, a period when the world will be under trials and tribulations. The final battle between good and evil, the Book of Revelation has been the most difficult prophecy for the Christian world to accept, and many have tried to mentally avoid its dramatic message. It has frightened and fascinated countless generations of devout Christians worldwide, and inspired subsequent prophets and mystics (such as Nostradamus of l6th Century Europe) to peer into the future and foretell the End Time!
The Book of Revelation is by far the most explosive prophecy of our day, and many people are now convinced that we are living in the time period that John the mystic spoke about nearly 2ooo years ago. As we rapidly approach the year 2ooo and the 2lst Century, hundreds of religious cults and the major religions of Islam, Christianity and Judaism are all predicting some type of catastrophic global upheaval. The Great Pyramid of ancient African-Egyptian civilization records human history (written in stone inside its chambers) up to the year 2ooo, and then falls silent! However, no one knows the hour or the day ( No Man Knoweth the Time ) when all of this will suddenly happen. In fact, it may have already started, but perhaps we do not understand the signs of the time; our interpretation of current and historical events may be inconsistent with biblical reality.
Are we living in the Last Day? This question begs for an answer, for what are the signs that will help us to (at least) know the time is near. The Bible speaks of wars and rumors of wars, brother killing brother, ethnic cleansing in the name of justice, incurable diseases such as AIDS, massive corruption, devastating natural disasters, a global world order and much more. Are these things happening in the decade of the 199os? And what happened to our kids in the late 198os and early 199os; what strange mental disease has caused their bizarre behavior? The drug culture and gang warfare in America is a vivid example of the mindless behavior of hundreds of thousands of our young people who are lost in the haze of a materialistic society.
SIGNS OF THE TIME
Because the Book of Revelation is embedded in symbolic and prophetic language, many people, both Christian and non-Christian alike, do not fully understand the meaning of this powerful prophecy or can grasp the full significance of an impending Final Judgement! In Unveiling Revelation, Rev. James L. Davis provides a clear path for understanding the difficult symbolisms of biblical language. This deeply inspired author clarifies the language of the Bible, accurately interprets its symbolisms and hidden logic, and provides a systematic approach towards understanding the period of time we are living in. Many of us are asking some very serious questions about the final decade of the 20th Century, and the Book of Revelation has answers for many of the difficult realities we bear witness to during the closing chapter of this millennium. The author provides an urgent reality check and encourages us to carefully consider the remaining years of the l990s and beyond. His clarification of the poetic language of the Bible opens the door to a broader understanding to a very difficult subject. For the Christian, the word of God is revealed. For the secular thinker of the world of politics, economics, technology and science, the author’s interpretation brings forth a new level of knowledge for understanding a hidden mystery of our times.
For many people living in today’s hi-tech societies, bombarded and systematically exposed to a vast array of media sources, the Book of Revelation is placed in the category of science fiction; a remote possibility in the realm of human existence. Mankind’s current pace of technological advancement is astounding, and in some ways, crucially disturbing. The moral and spiritual imperative to preserve a harmonious relationship with nature has been abandoned by most advanced societies in the name of progress and competition. Biogenetic engineering promises to deliver mankind designer babies, freedom from various diseases, and a superabundance of fatter cows and synthetic foods. Man’s hope, as we move towards the 2lst Century, is to imitate God, be a creator, and to ultimately control nature. The rude awakening is that we are not succeeding in this doomed mission. This current civilization is destroying the planet’s ozone system that protects us against the dangerous cancer producing ultra-violent rays of the sun, and global warming is a potent "sign of the times," high-lighting the misguided scientific thinking of this era. Our world has reached a dangerous impasse. Pollution is rampant in many areas of the modern world, and nuclear and biological weapons are more powerful than ever: mankind is clearly on a collision course with nature! What does all of this mean? Are we speeding towards some grand finale in universal time? Is this Revelation? Rev. Davis challenges us to debate these issues and to closely examine our present civilization in regards to the nearly 2000 year-old prophecy of Revelation.
The philosophical basis of the dominant civilization of our present world is overwhelmingly focused on a mechanistic, materialistic and linear model of the universe. Value systems and moral precepts are aligned with this dominate civilization model; success in life is measured by material gain and acquisition, with a lesser concern with spiritual enlightenment or salvation. There is a gross imbalance in the way we view life and the world we live in. Nature is an object to be controlled and manipulated, yet we are constantly reminded by natural disasters that this is not the case. In many respects, our present world is engulfed in an "Age of Darkness” during a period of scientific/ materialistic enlightenment. The human species will be judged, and like the dinosaur, we may come up missing one day.
THE FIRE NEXT TIME
Have we entered a period of spiritual judgment? My assessment of world events and life-threatening issues -from a purely secular point of view - indicate that we have. We have witnessed the collapse of the Soviet Union and its control over a vast nuclear arsenal; the explosive growth and spread of the "greenhouse effect" and global warming; the astonishing and rapid technological and scientific advancements of the 20th Century; the absolutely incredible decline in spiritual and moral values by many of the younger generations of our time; the rampant spread of the AIDS epidemic and other STD diseases; the ever increasing destructiveness of natural disasters; drug abuse and drug cartels beyond epidemic proportions; and the widespread proliferation of nuclear and chemical weapons. The Fire Next Time (which is also the title of a book written in 1963 by the African-American author James Baldwin; the subject of the book is neither biblical or related to nuclear war) adequately expresses the terrible possibility of a "nuclear holocaust" taking place in our present-day world. The nuclear arsenal built by Western Civilization since the end of World War II is enough to destroy our present world by fire. Widespread destruction is clearly possible even without God’s help. The Book of Revelation, as interpreted by Rev. Davis, envisions massive destruction by fire, in a world drowning in war, turmoil and suffering.
The harsh reality of our world in the last decade of the 20th Century, is the fact that trillions of dollars of nuclear weapons and nuclear waste are part of our worldwide landscape, which may one day play a key role in some form of end-time prophecy. The scenario of massive computer systems (that are the brains and logic of these nuclear arsenals) accidentally initiating World War III or a deranged dictator or billionaire drug lord generating the same chaos, is not an unrealistic assumption, given the present psychological makeup of our civilization. The entire world is perilously at the crossroads, and this is not science fiction.
Given these realities and the spiritual darkness of our world, the Book of Revelation does not appear to be some scientific fantasy or the cloudy delusions of some mystic smoking dope in a cave on the lsle of Patmos nearly 2000 years ago. lt is also not a movie scheduled to be released by Hollywood in l999, but a critical turning point in world history and human civilization: what is clear to happen, as foretold by this prophecy, is the collapse of a major worldwide civilization paradigm. For Christians and non-Christians alike, Unveiling Revelation is a critically important book to read and may represent a major turning point in an individual’s own spiritual and moral salvation. The author has certainly provided the world with a much needed analysis of one of the most explosive books of the Bible.
Unveiling Revelation is a timely reminder of a DAY in universal time when everything will change in accordance to divine will.
Khafra K Om-Ra-Seti, Author of
World Economic Collapse: The Last Decade and
The Global Depression ,coauthor of Black
Futurists In The Information Age: Vision of a 2Ist
Century Technological Renaissance and author of Capoeira:
A Tale of Martial Arts Mastery, Mysticism and Love
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THE VEILING OF THE REVELATION WAS UNDERSTOOD BY THE CHURCHES IN ASIA MINOR.
THE VEILING OF THE REVELATION WAS A MYSTERY TO THE ENEMIES OF THE CHURCHES IN ASIA MINOR.
SOME JEWS AND GENTILES WERE ENEMIES TO THE CHURCHES AND BELIEVERS OF CHRIST.
CHRIST COMMANDED THE APOSTLE JOHN TO WRITE AN EPISTLE TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN ASIA MINOR.
THIS EPISTLE WOULD STRENGTHEN THE BELIEVERS OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES, THAT THEY MIGHT OVERCOME THE ATTACK OF THE SATANIC FORCES.
*****
The unveiling of the Book of Revelation is very necessary in the time frame that we are living in, for we are living in the days of the End Time. The Book of Revelation is a book of prophesy, and it must be fulfilled. The message it contains is for the church of today, and that message is to be understood by the saints of God, that they might help harvest the souls of lost men and women.
Ministers, laypersons, and Sunday school teachers should aggressively study the message of the book boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, and have no fear not understanding its message, for the Holy Spirit is the greatest of all teachers.
Some ministers fail to preach from the Book of Revelation, laypersons evade discussing the different passages of scriptures in Revelation, Sunday school teachers fear the day when they must teach from this great Book, and the saints of God dread it’s ultimate prophesy. Unveiling Revelation will remove the unconscious fears some ministers, laypersons, Sunday school teachers, and some saints of God might have, thus giving them the power to understand the urgent message of this prophecy. Therefore the body of Christ will welcome the reading of the Book of Revelation.
SEVEN STEPS
There are seven steps to the unveiling of the Book of Revelation; they are the past, present, future, history, symbols, poetry, and prophesy.
PAST: The Book of Revelation reveals the past of God’s creation, the world and all the things that are therein. The book is a reminder of things from Genesis up until this present moment. The revelation of God is the past tolerance and patience of God with mankind. Jesus Christ suffered and died on a cross for the sins of men; the Holy Spirit strives with mankind while indwelling them.
PRESENT: The Book of Revelation pertains to those things of the present. The omnipresence of God is working everywhere at the same time throughout the universe. God is a God of all operations simultaneously in his creation, and there is nothing lacking or undone by him.
FUTURE: The future is the coming advent of Christ to save the church. The coming of the great tribulation lies in the future. The Book of Revelation points to the coming judgments of God upon the earth, which will be the end of this present world: a consuming fire shall destroy the things of the earth.
HISTORY: The Book of Revelation is a book of history. It points back to the eternal God: before the eons of time, before darkness or light, before the foundations of the earth, and before anything was made that is made. The Book of Revelation brings into focus the salvation of God for all of mankind. The book updates God’s creation.
SYMBOLS: The Book of Revelation is a book of symbolisms, for it expresses the ideas and contents of its writings in no uncertain terms of when these things shall come to pass: "Only I come Quickly." This means that every man and woman must apply the word of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ to their lives, repent of their sins, and be ready when he come; for he is coming back after a righteous church, which will contain the righteous people of God.
POETRY: The Book of Revelation is a book of the sounds of poetry. It carries the sounds of the Old Testament rhythm of psalms, which are sounds of poetry. There are many forms, characters, and qualities of poetry found in the Book of Revelation.
PROPHESY: The Book of Revelation is a book of prophesy. The Apostle John was straightforward and dogmatic in his message to the seven churches of Asia Minor, he spoke of the coming judgments of God upon the face of the earth. There was a warning of destruction to the wicked in his message, and the overthrow of earthly powers. The Book of Revelation tells of the gathering of all the saints of God and that they are to reign with Christ throughout all eternity for ever and ever. Amen. "So be it."
The Book of Revelation foretells of the earthly kingdom of God and Christ, which is the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. Jesus Christ is the center of the Book of Revelation; he is the author of its message. Revelation is a discourse of the future for Jews, Gentiles, the Church, and the advent of his future appearance. There is a strong theological backdrop that the Apostle John was the writer that penned the Book of Revelation. He was one of the writers of the four gospels. He also wrote first, second, and third John, which are books of the Bible. He was the only apostle of Jesus Christ that died a natural death.
John the revelator was persecuted for the cause of Christ. He was banished from society and put on the Island of Patmos in the middle of the Aegean Sea. According to the authorities of the Bible, the writing of the Book of Revelation took place near the end of the first century. In the year of 70 A.D., John the Apostle visited the city of Ephesus. It is also believed that he visited the other churches of Asia Minor.
The Revelation of John
The Book of Revelation or Apocalypse, views the future of the coming end of the world. The Apocalypse discloses or lays bare the facts of the Holy Scriptures, which is the biblical message of redemption. The Book of Revelation should inspire the imagination of its readers. The many details of its poetic sounds should appeal to the intended contemporary believers. The contribution of the Book of Revelation (and its interpretations) should not be neglected. Throughout the centuries, the Book of Revelation has been challenged on a variety of different interpretations. The book offers its deepest truths to those who will observe the future judgments of God.
John the Apostle was dogmatic in his approach to the writing of this epistle. He missed nothing in recording what was shown him in the vision. The futurity of the message was the inclusion of God’s plan for the end of the world. The providence of God’s great mercy stands upon the principles of his word. Upon these principles and throughout the history of God’s revelations, the church has found comfort, despite the antagonistic abuse by man and the demonic forces of Satan.
There are many apocalyptic figures in the Book of Revelation. Some of them are strange to our imagination. The many interpretations of the Book of Revelation has brought about much confusion in its understanding. When comparing the poetic symbolisms of Daniel and Ezekiel with the Revelation, the light shines brighter on the writer’s meaning. When comparing or referring one to the other, all three of these writers experienced visions and messages from God. These revelations came from God through Christ, which were communicated to them by an angel. The Apostle John’s message was pronounced upon the seven churches of Asia Minor. The number seven depicts the completeness of God: the message to the seven churches, the seven candlesticks, the seven stars, and the seven Spirits of God. This was the complete revelation, the complete message, and the complete timing. At that time the churches of Asia Minor were in deep need of a revival. The Book of Revelation is the glorious heavenly anthems which have inspired a great number of poets, artists, hymn writers, and many readers down through the ages.
*****
Khafra K Om-Ra-Seti
*****
The introduction and promise to obedient readers.
The salutation of John and of the glorified Christ.
The bible verses that are used in the fifteen visions of John I will be interpreted in this book. The prophetic Book of Revelation carries a twofold message: (1 ) It carries a message of salvation for the saints of God, and (2) it carries a message of doom for the unbelievers (those that are the enemies of Christ). The Book of Revelation is the plan of God to denounce the unrighteousness of evil men on earth: "Christ must return."
The future outlook of the Book of Revelation holds the forecast of universal history, with the church laying claim to its spiritual elements. The mysteries of revelation cannot be understood by mankind, but the instructions of the book are to be understood. During the days of the Apostle John, the revelation was to be used immediately by the churches of Asia Minor. The message of the book is for the church of today; it warns us of the future events to come. Without the glorious return of Christ, the future fulfillment of revelation will hang in the balance of time.
Vision number one: Chapter 1, verse 13: the glorified Christ.
And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
Vision number two, “partly veiled. " Chapter 4, verses 2-1o: The vision of God in heaven. God, the creator of the universe, receives the worship of the living creatures and the four and twenty Elders.
And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. Verse lo: The four and twenty Elders fell down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Vision number three, “partly veiled. " Chapter 7, verse 3: God offers protection for his chosen people.
Saying, hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.
Vision number four, "partly veiled. " Chapter 7, verse 9: The comforting assurance of the saints.
After this l beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, no man could number, of all nations, and kindred, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palm in their hands.
Vision number five, "partly veiled. " Chapter 8, verses l-2: The heavenly silence.
And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. Verse 2: And l saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets.
Vision number six, "partly veiled." Chapter 1o, verses 5-6: The heavenly events are moving forward toward the great consummation.
And the angel which l saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, Verse 6: And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that are therein, and the earth, and the things that are therein, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer.
Vision number seven, "unveiled." Chapter 12, verse 5: The birth of the man child.
And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all Nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
Vision number eight, “partly veiled.” Chapter 14, verses 1o-13: The unrest of the wicked.
The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. Verse 13: And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.
Vision number nine, “partly veiled.” Chapter 14, verses 19-2o: The harvest of the grapes.
And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. Verse 2o: And the winepress was trodden without the city, and the blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
Vision number ten, “partly veiled.” Chapter 15, verse 3: The early victors and their songs.
And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. These were the songs of victory by the overcomers.
Vision number eleven, "veiled. " Chapter 17, verse 5: The doom. and downfall of BABYLON.
And upon her forehead was a name written MYSTERY, BABYLON the great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth. Verse 6: And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. Verse 2: And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hole of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
Vision number twelve, “partly veiled.” Chapter 19, verse 1: The halleluia chorus in heaven.
And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Halleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God. And the four and twenty Elders and the four beast fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne saying, Amen; Halleluia
Vision number thirteen, Chapter 19, verse 11: Christ the Spiritual conqueror.
I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called faithful and true, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
Vision fourteen, Chapter 2o, verse 1: The binding of Satan.
And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the Dragon, that old Serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years.
Vision number fifteen, Chapter 21, verse 1: The new heaven and the new earth.
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new J e-ru’sa-lem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
The Apostle John described his view of heaven as being radiant and beautiful, safe and protected: nothing defiled can enter therein. The city has a new foundation and cannot be moved. The Spirit of God is seen there, divinely bright, glorified and unchangeable.
And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. Rev. 22:1.
And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which showed me these things. Rev.22:8.
*****
PROPHETIC VISIONS
OF AN
END TIME
Behold, the revelation of saint John the divine; the writer is the Apostle John. The foundation of the book is the outstanding personality of Christ, the Lamb of God.
Verse 1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John.
Unveiled -Verse 1: This revelation came from God through Christ, which was communicated to the Apostle John by an angel: “a revelation is to uncover.” This uncovering came to the Apostle John in the form of a vision. lt was given as a benefit to the churches of Asia Minor. It was the inspired word of God and the testimony of Christ, the Lamb of God: it tells what must soon come to pass. The Apostle John was chosen by God to write this revelation and quickly deliver it to the . seven churches in Asia Minor. The churches of Asia Minor needed a strong revival because of the strong hold that the satanic forces had on them. This revelation and its prophecy gave the churches new hope and stronger faith in Christ the Lamb.
Verse 2: Who bare record of the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
Unveiled -Verse 2. The Apostle John was an eye witness to all that he saw and heard. He heard the testimony of Christ, the Lamb of God. He recorded all things as he saw them. He concealed nothing, he added nothing, and he took away nothing. He gave the churches the whole counsel of God as it was shown unto him. It was a powerful message to those churches in a time of need, for the churches were spiritually weaken under the attack of the Jews and the influence of the Gentiles. These attacks came from those that were against Christianity.
Blessings promised for reading and obedience.
Verse 3. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.
Unveiled -Verse 3: Blessed is he that keep the revelation of this prophecy. It is a blessing to enjoy the promises of God. Not only that, but the assurances of God is true: "they shall come to pass." The readers of this revelation must keep what is written therein, which is the righteousness of God. This message must be read to the congregation in the churches of Asia Minor. By observing the prophecy of this revelation, the churches in Asia Minor will gather strength end continue in faith by Christ, the Lamb of God.
The message to the seven churches.
Verse 4: John to the seven churches which are in A’sia; Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven spirits which are before his throne.
Unveiled -Verse 4. This was the Apostle John’s letter to the seven churches in Asia Minor: "Grace be unto you." The churches in Asia were very much in need of the grace of God, for they were under the rulership of the Roman government. They were being influenced by emperor worship; the admonition was to worship the emperor of Rome and not God. The seven churches received the message, the promise, and the grace of God. The Apostle John gave the name of him who sent the message. Peace from him and the seven Spirits of God, which was, which is, and which is to come. The whole counsel of God is accountable for the seven churches of Asia Minor.
Verse 5: And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and prince of kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.
Unveiled -Verse 5. Christ was the faithful eye witness of creation. He is the eternal eye witness of all that God created. He is the prince of the saints of God, and the first born of the resurrection. His blood has washed the universal church clean of its sins through the power of his love. By his testimony the church can safely depend upon his faithfulness, which is toward the saints of God. Christ is a friend of the church (the high priest of the saints), his power is unlimited, and he upholds the counsel of his father. All the earth belong to him.
Verse 6. And has made us kings and priests unto God and his father; to him be the glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Unveiled -Verse 6: Christ has freed the church of sin, and have made the saints kings and priests unto God the father; and to him be the glory, dominion, and power for ever more. Amen. This benediction seals the makings of the saints as kings and priests of God throughout all eternity.
The vision of the second coming of Christ.
Verse 7. Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
Unveiled -Verse 7: The theme of this revelation is the second coming of Christ. The Apostle John writes as if he lived in that day. “Behold, he cometh with clouds;" these are not clouds of the sky, but are clouds of the heavenly host. He is coming with angels, chariots, and with great power. Those that pierced him afresh without repenting shall see him. Every eye shall see him. All kindreds of the earth shall see him. His enemies shall bewail him, but the saints of God shall rejoice at his coming. The unbelievers who crucified his name and transgressed his gospel under their feet, will bemoan his coming. They will seek places to hide their faces from the sight of his coming. This advent is confirmed by another benediction.
Verse 8. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the almighty.
Unveiled -Verse 8: This verse is self-explanatory, with the exception of the word Almighty, which means that Christ is one with the father, who is the eternal God.
John ’s vision on Patmos.
Verse 9. I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Unveiled -Verse 9: The Apostle John was in exile on an island called Patmos, which was located in the Aegean Sea. John was banished to this island because he preached a strong message of God’s word and the gospel of Jesus Christ. At that time the churches in Asia Minor were under great pressure from some Jews and outsiders. Church leaders and witnesses for Christ were persecuted and thrown into prison. The Apostle John being the last living apostle of Christ, was strong in delivering his message to the churches and was severely punished and sent into exile for doing so. On the isle of Patmos, Christ visited with him and gave him this revelation. The Apostle John wrote the revelation in a book and sent it to the seven churches of Asia Minor.
Verse 10. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet.
Unveiled -Verse 10: The Apostle John in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and being in the Spirit he heard the voice of Christ, and that voice sounded like music. The Apostle John was caught up in a form of rapture by the Spirit of God. While in the Spirit of God, he was prepared to receive the message and prophecy of this revelation.
Verse 11. Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia, unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.
Unveiled -Verse 11: The voice of Christ had the Apostle John to know who was speaking to him, which was the eternal Son of God: "what thou seest write." This was a command for the Apostle John to write. He was to write what was shown to him in a book and send it quickly to the seven churches in Asia. The churches that were to receive the revelation were called by name. These churches were located in western Asia Minor, and they were under Roman authority. During this time the Romans were persecuting the churches because they were holding fast to their faith in Christ.
Verse 12. And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks.
Unveiled -Verse 12: When the Apostle John turned around to see who was speaking to him, a great sense of inspiration opened unto him. He envisioned the seven churches of Asia as seven golden candlesticks. Candlesticks give light in a dark place, and light symbolize the word of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ. This gospel offers light in dark places of sin on earth. Western Asia Minor was a place of darkness for the church at that time. The vision of the glorified Christ.
Verse 13. And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.
Unveiled -Verse 13: There in the midst of the golden candlesticks was one walking, like unto the Son of man. Today Christ walks in the universal church. Christ’s garment is the robe of righteousness, which is his royal dress. A girt was about his breast, which was a golden band fitted across his chest. This is how Christ appeared unto the Apostle John while walking among the seven churches in Asia Minor.
Verse 14. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire.
Unveiled -Verse 14: The white hair on the head of Christ was a symbol of ancient days, which mean that Christ is eternal. "His eyes were as a flame of fire": these are the eyes that search out the hearts of men, the eyes that pierce the unseen things of the universe. Christ watches all things throughout heaven and earth at all times.
Verse 15. And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.
Unveiled -Verse 15: The feet of Christ appeared to be as polished brass, which was a symbol of beauty. This is also a symbol and color for a high ranking personality, such as a high priest, Christ is the high priest of God’s saints. His name is above every name in the counsel of God, his father. The voice that the Apostle John heard was the voice of Christ mangled with the Waters of the Aegean Sea. This was the glorious communication of Christ unto the Apostle John.
The chosen instruments.
Verse 16. And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance wets as the sun shineth in his strength.
Unveiled -Verse 16: Christ was holding seven stars in his right hand. These seven stars were the symbol of the ministers in the seven churches of Asia Minor. Out of his mouth went a two-edged sword, which was the power of God’s word and the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Christ is going forth in the world and it shineth as the sun in the hearts of men. These ministers were to preach this message I to the congregation in the churches of Asia. The countenance of Christ was bright like the sun, which is the symbol of righteousness. The Apostle John was deeply moved by the appearance of Christ, despite the fact that he walked with him while he was on earth; to behold Christ now was more then he could stand.
Verse 17. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, Fear not; I am the first and the last.
Unveiled -Verse 17: When the Apostle John saw Christ, he was overcome by the presence of him and he fell as a dead man. Christ reached down with his right hand and raised him up, thus showing the Apostle John his great love, his goodness and kindness, and comforting him: "fear not," saith Christ, "I am the first and the last," the etemal Son of God.
The conqueror of death.
Verse 18. I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of Hell and of death.
Unveiled -Verse 18: Christ wanted the Apostle John to recognize who he was. He said, I am he that was dead, but am alive for ever- more. Amen. Not only that, but I "have the keys of Hell and of death." Christ is the conqueror of death through the power of the resurrection. He holds the keys to the bottomless pit, which is the destination of old Satan. This is the divine authority of Christ in heaven, earth, and hades. The keys are the symbol of all power given unto him.
Verse 19. Write these things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.
Unveiled -Verse 19: The Apostle John was commended to write the things that he had seen, the things of the present, and the future things that were to come. These were the things given by God to Christ and communicated by Christ to the Apostle John, which John delivered unto the seven churches in Asia Minor. The mystery explained.
Verse 20. The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest, are the seven churches.
Unveiled -Verse 20: The hidden mysteries in Verse 20 are unveiled to the Apostle John. The seven golden candlesticks are the seven churches of Asia Minor. The seven stars are the seven ministers in the churches of Asia Minor. The golden candlesticks are symbolic of the churches, and the stars are symbolic of the ministers in the churches. These ministers are responsible for preaching the light of God’s word and the gospel of Jesus Christ. They were to deliver this message of revelation to the congregation of those churches, thus allowing the saints of God to hold fast to the faith, hope, and trust in Christ, the Lamb of God.
*****
The active church in sound doctrine, but deficient in love.
Verse 1. Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.
Unveiled -Verse 1: The letters that made up the Book of Revelation were sent to the seven churches in Asia Minor, and each contained a different message. Each letter stated that Christ had given this message to the Apostle John. These letters reminded the seven churches of their shortcomings. The Church at Ephesus received the first letter: "Write these things,” saith the Lord. “He that holdeth the seven Stars in his right hand, and he that walketh in the midst of the seven candlesticks,” this is none other then the divine presence of Christ in the churches of Asia Minor, which is the Spiritual power of God supporting the seven churches.
Church discipline.
Verse 2. I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
Unveiled -Verse 2: Christ is saying to the church at Ephesus, I know your works and your labour. These are comforting words from Christ to the church. The Ephesians were toiling in good works, and they had patience and endurance. They were toiling to overcome false teaching in the church. Some in the church proclaimed to be prophets and were not. The church found these evil men to be liars and tried them. They were exposed as deceivers among the congregation.
Verse 3. And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
Unveiled -Verse 3: The Ephesian Christians had suffered under the burdens of evil doers in the church at Ephesus. They performed good works, had faith and demonstrated patience in the name of Christ. Also, they did not faint, but remained strong in the Lord’s work. They continued to hold fast to what they had.
Divine reproof.
Verse 4. Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Unveiled -Verse 4: The church at Ephesus was chastised by Christ because she left her first love. Because they left their "first love," Christ had somethings against them. With all the ungodly things that were happening in Ephesus, their love for Christ had grown somewhat cold. Their faith had weaken under the pressure from the Jews outside of the church, and pressure from others who wanted to disrupt Christianity.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/23241 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!