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Beyond our backyard fence stands a surprise
patch of corn. Like a Jack in the Box, out pop deer, rabbits,
raccoons, turkeys, and hogs locally known as razorbacks or
pineywoods rooters. These hogs are rawboned with bristles along the
spine like porcupine quills and snouts out to here. It’s as if this
corn patch has attracted all the various life forms native to these
fringes of the Okefenokee Swamp.

I’ve been watching since end of last winter
when the patch was a square of plowed furrows, like a clean sheet
of lined paper for the keepers of our poorman’s plantation in
Southeast Georgia to write a message to the aircraft from Moody
Airforce base—COW CREEK: NO FLY ZONE. Or like a blank canvas for
painting a picture. My husband painted corn.

Come spring, the corn started pegging,
creating a cube of jade green, promise of what looks like the
sweetest grass for our cattle to graze. Within weeks it grew from
knee-deep, to hip-deep, to shoulder-high; I could almost hear it
growing. Every breeze brought a new scent, first green, then ripe,
then parched. Every rain heightened the scents.
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