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Chapter 1

 


 Orientation

 


[Map location 1]

This walk starts at the corner of George and Alfred
Streets in the Sydney CBD. We should be standing on George Street
under the Cahill Expressway, which is the road bridge that runs
over the ferry piers.

We should be on the pavement on the harbour side of
the road, the side with the ferry piers.

Across the road from you is one of the pylons
holding up the road bridge. On it you will see a sign saying 157
George Street.

 


 



Chapter 2

 


 George Street






Brown Bear Lane

 


This is the start of the Rocks area of Sydney. The
Rocks is a place with a colourful -- often criminal -- past.

Across the road from us, above the ramp to the
carpark, there‘s a mural on the wall. It was painted from a 1901
photograph and shows Brown Bear Lane, which used to run up from
here.

In 1844 one Thomas Warne had lodgings on Brown Bear
Lane. His time here was cut short when his French servant ended his
employment by smashing Warne’s head in with an axe. Warne hadn’t
had much luck with the French. He’d previously been in the
newspapers after a Frenchman had bit off one of his fingers.

Warne’s servant tried to get rid of his body by
burning it in the fire then stuffing it in a box and paying a
boatman to dump it in the harbour. The suspicious boatman called
the police and the murderous servant was hanged.

Warne didn’t die for nothing, however. His
half-barbequed corpse, still in the box, became quite an
attraction; and hundreds of Sydneysiders turned up at the hospital
to see it.

We’re going to move on now. Ahead of us along George
Street you’ll see a small round shelter. Running along the far side
of the pavement is a low wall behind which is a park.  Walk a
few metres forwards towards that wall and stop when we get to the
wall and you can look down onto the grassy area below and through
to Sydney Cove.

 


First Fleet Park






[Map location 2]

The grassy area is First Fleet Park, named for the
fleet of 11 vessels that brought the first European settlers here
in 1788. Some say this area is where that fleet landed.

On landing, the 700-odd convicts on that fleet were
sent to this side of the cove to make their homes literally. No
accommodation was provided for them.

The rest of the cove was dense with forest but this
side was rocky, meaning there was less for the convicts to clear to
make way for their primitive huts. Some convicts didn’t even go
that far, making do for years with hollow trees and other natural
shelter.






 George Street






We’re going to move forward shortly. Keeping First
Fleet Park to your right, ahead of you, you can see a pedestrian
crossing that will take you to the other side of George Street. We
are making our way to that crossing.

We’re walking along George Street, which became the
first ever road in this corner of the globe. In 1788 it was just a
track, dusty or muddy depending on the weather. It was also a
barnyard of free-range pigs and goats.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/23367
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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The numbers on the map (@) correspond to

numbers given in the text.

More guides from taleist.com.
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