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US Fleet Carriers CV-1 to CVNX -- A History
CV-1 USS Langley that embarked up to 34 (maximum 55) aircraft was launched on 24 August 1912 as fleet collier Jupiter and was commissioned on 20 March 1922 as the United States first aircraft carrier -- the only 1 for 5yrs. Langley embarked her first squadron in 1922, equipped with Vought VE-7 followed by Boeing FB-5 and in April 1928 Curtiss F6C-3 Hawk. Langley was sunk during WW II by escort vessel USS Whipple when damaged, following an attack by Japanese bombers on 27 February 1942.
Lexington-class CV
CV-2 USS Lexington could embark between 80-90 (designed for 78) aircraft was launched on 3 October 1925 and was commissioned on 14 December 1927 to operate entire range of US Navy first-generation biplane and monoplane fighter and attack planes, including: Fighter: Boeing FB, Curtiss F6C-3 Hawk, Boeing F2B-1, F3B-1, F4B-1, Curtiss F11C Goshawk, Vought O2U-1 Corsair, Grumman FF, SU, Grumman F2F, F3F, Brewster F2A Buffalo, Grumman F4F Wildcat, Grumman F6F Hellcat. Attack: Martin T3M, T4M-V, BM, BG, SBU, Douglas TBD-1 Devastator, SBD Dauntless. USS Lexington was deliberately sunk by US destroyer Phelps, on 8 May 1942 following hits by Japanese carrier-based planes with at least two torpedoes and two bombs that set off a chain reaction of fires and explosions.
CV-3 USS Saratoga that could embark between 80-90 aircraft launched on 7 April 1925 and was commissioned on 16 November 1927 other details as for USS Lexington. Saratoga was expended as a target in atomic bomb tests at Bikini Atol, on 25 July, 1946.
CV-4 USS Ranger embarked 76 (36 Pursuit planes, 36 dive-bombers, 4 utility) aircraft and launched 25 February 1933 to be commissioned on 4 July 1934 but proved to be a poor carrier under operational conditions unable to launch aircraft in even moderate swells. From 1943 was attached to British Home Fleet, and used her Douglas SBD Dauntless dive-bombers against German shipping off Norway. She was decommissioned on 18 October 1946 and sold for scrap in January, 1947.
Yorktown-class CV
Yorktown-class carriers embarked up to 96 aircraft (18 fighters, 36 torpedo-bombers, 37 dive-bombers, 5 general purpose airplanes)
CV-5 USS Yorktown rarely carried more than 80 aircraft to prevent overcrowding: including: Grumman F2F, Douglas TBD Devastator, SBD-3 Dauntless. Yorktown was launched on 4 April1936 and was commissioned 30 September 1937, sank in Pacific on 7 June 1942.
CV-6 USS Enterprise launched on 3 October 1936 and was commissioned on 12 May 1938. Decommissioned on 17 February 1947 and she was placed in reserve until re-designated a ASW carrier (CVS-6) in July, 1953. Enterprise was never used operationally, and was sold for scrap on 1 July 1958.
CV-7 USS Wasp embarked 84 aircraft including:1 squadron of fighters, 1 squadron of dive- bombers, and 2 squadrons of scout-bombers. VT-7 with TBF torpedo-bombers embarked during August 1942 followed by SB2U and F4F Wildcats. USS Wasp launched on 4 April 1939 and was commissioned 25 April 1940. She was severely damaged by Japanese submarine I-19, and was abandoned and then sunk by US destroyer USS Lansdowne.
CV-8 USS Hornet was launched on 14 December 1940 and was commissioned on 20 October 1941. USS Hornet had been in service for barely a year, when she was sunk at Santa Cruz on 27 October 1942. Hornet will be best remembered for the unique 'Doolittle Raid' on 18 April 1942 when 16 USAAF North American B-25 medium-bombers led by Lt Col J H Doolittle were flown off the carrier in a one-way attack on Tokyo which in although resulted very little damage was a great propaganda cue and morale breaking event for the Japanese, this being the first time in the conflict the Japanese mainland was bombed most of the recovering bombers force-landed in China.
Essex-class CV
Essex-class carriers could embark up to 90 plus aircraft (up to 100 at times during WW II) Essex-class were fast carriers that carried 2 fighter squadrons one with Demons or Skyrays and one with Crusaders and 2 or 3 attack squadrons with Furies, Cougars, and Skyhawks.
CV-9 USS Essex was launched on 31 July 1942 and commissioned on 31 December 1942. Initial aircraft included: Douglas SBD-4 and Grumman F6F-3 Hellcats. USS Essex served throughout WW II and was decommissioned 9 January 1947 and placed in reserve from 1 September 1948 until 5 September 1951. Essex was re-commissioned with McDonnell F2H Banshee, Grumman F8F Bearcat, and AD-1 Skyraider airplanes. She took part in two deployments to Korea, and was re-designated CVA-9 in October 1952 Became an ASW carrier in the spring of 1960 operating S2Fs and Sikorsky HSS helicopters. She decommissioned on 30 July 1969, and was stricken from Navy List in July 1973, and scrapped.
CV-10 USS Yorktown was launched on 21 January 1943 and was commissioned on 15 April 1943. Initial aircraft was Curtiss SB2C Helldivers. Yorktown operated in the Pacific theatre throughout WW II. Yorktown was decommissioned in January 1947 and was reconstructed during 1951/52 to be sent to Korea as CVA-10, but was too late for combat. Re-designated CVS-10 in September, 1957 Yorktown was used to cover attack-carrier operations in Vietnam in the 1960's. (3 tours between October 1964 and July 1968) Yorktown was decommissioned in the summer of 1970, to be preserved as a museum piece at Charleston Harbour, South Carolina.
CV-11 USS Intrepid was launched on 20 April 1943 and was commissioned on 16 August 1943 Intrepid served in the Pacific in WW II. Post-war Intrepid decommissioned in early 1947 and was placed in reserve. Re-designated CVS-11 on 31 March 1962, embarked Grumman S2F, Douglas AD-5Ws and HSS-2 helicopters. Intrepid was modernised April-October 1965 to complete three tours of duty off Vietnam, between April 1966 and February 1969. Decommissioned in March, 1974, Intrepid is preserved at a museum in New York.
CV-12 USS Hornet was launched on 30 August 1943 and was commissioned on 29 November 1943. Hornet served in the Pacific and suffered damage caused by a typhoon in June 1945. Decommissioned in January 1947 Hornet re-activated in March 1951 underwent refit and was re-commissioned as CVA-12 in September 1953 and deployed to south-east Asia for ASW patrols between September 1968 and May 1969 Hornet was decommissioned and placed in reserve at Puget Sound in June 1970.
CV-13 USS Franklin was launched on 14 October 1943 and was commissioned on 31 January 1944 Later in the year two 250lb bombs penetrated the flight-deck and exploded among armed TBM, SBC2s F6F Hellcats and F4U Corsairs being readied for combat the carrier was repaired and deactivated in February 1947. Re-designated CVA-13 in October 1952 and then CVS-13 in August 1953 and finally as an aircraft transport AVT-8 in May 1959 but was never re-commissioned as a AVT, and after one tour off Vietnam from August 1965 until Mar 1966 Franklin was scrapped in July 1966. Franklin had been seriously damage in WW II and was not modernised post-war.
CV-14 USS Ticonderoga was launched on 7 February 1944 and was commissioned 8 May 1944 and completed 7 tours Vietnam from April 64 until July 72. Originally had sailed to the Pacific combat zone in October 1944 but was seriously damaged by kamikaze strike in January 1945, was repaired by end of April, 1945 and returned to combat in the Pacific. Post-war was taken out of service in January 1947 then following a short commission was docked at New York Navy Yard on 1 April 1952 for modernisation that was completed in the summer of 1954. Re-commissioned as CVA-14, and was used for compatibility trials for Douglas A-4D and F-4D Skyhawks in September, 1955. In 1962 was deployed to the Far East and the following year her F-8 Crusaders were in the famous 'Maddox Incident' sinking a number of North Vietnamese patrol boats, to trigger major US involvement in the Vietnam War. Having been involved in a number of combats throughout the war, was USS Ticonderoga was retrofitted as an ASW carrier (CVS-14) from October 1969 to the summer of 1970. It was decommissioned on 17 October 1973 and stricken from Navy Lists in November and sold for break-up on 15 August 1974.
CV-15 USS Randolph was launched on 29 June 1944and was commissioned on 9 October 1944. Served in Pacific 1945 as was hit by kamikaze attack on 11 March 1945 but was quickly repaired and returned to operations in Pacific. Post-war was used for training but was placed in reserve in June 1947 modernised and re-entered service as CVA-15 then CVS-15 with further modernisation in 1960-61. Randolf was de-commissioned on 13 February 1969 and stricken off charge on 15 June 1973.
CV-16 USS Lexington was launched on 26 September 1942 and was commissioned on 17 February 1943. Entered into WW II service and had steering-gear jammed by an aerial torpedo in December, 1943, was repaired and returned to service by March 1944. The Lexington took part in the Marianas 'Turkey Shoot', when her F6F Hellcats shot down 45 enemy airplanes. Further attacks were undertaken throughout the war and along with Essex she sank three Japanese aircraft carriers. Lexington was deactivated on 23 April 1947 then re-designated CVA- 16 on 1 October 1952. Taken out of service was re-commissioned on 15 August 1955 and later on 1 October 1962, was re-designated CVS-16 succeeding Antietam as the Navy's training carrier that year. On 1 July 1969 was again reclassified, as CVT-16, then again in 1978 as AVT-16. Lexington was the last Essex class carrier to be retired by the USN in 1990! Now moored at Corpus Christie Beach she is open to the public as a living maritime museum with 20 airplanes ranged on the flight-deck, including a WW II Corsair, F2H Banshee, a very rare MDC F-4A Phantom II and a Grumman F-14A Tomcat.
CV-17 USS Bunker Hill was launched on 7 December 1942 and was commissioned 25 May 1943 and entered service in the Pacific in WW II and sustained more damage than any other Essex-class carrier in the conflict surviving two kamikaze attacks on 11 May 1945. She was repaired and returned to combat in July 1945 did not see any further action. Decommissioned in January 1947, she was re-classified as an auxiliary aircraft transport (AVT-9) in May 1952, but remained out of commission. Bunker Hill was stricken from the Navy List in November 1966, although she was used by the Naval Electronics Laboratory at San Diego from 1965 until removed for scrapping in July, 1973.
CV-18 USS Wasp was launched on 17 August 1943 and was commissioned 24 November 1943 to serve in Pacific War with the only damage caused by a bomb that broke through the flight- deck into the main hangar. Wasp was placed in reserve in February 1947. Re-designated CVS-18 on 1 November 1956 she took part in the blockade of Cuba in 1962 and as modernised in 1967, and finally decommissioned on 1 July 1972 arriving at Kearny for breaking-up in the summer of 1973.
CV-19 USS Hancock was launched 24 January 1944 and was commissioned on 15 April 1944 and played an active part in the Pacific War suffering two major incidents: one when a returning TBM Avenger caused an avgas explosion in January 1945 and a kamikaze attack in April the same year, although neither incident necessitated a return to port. Hancock was de-commissioned on 9 May 1947 and was on refit from July 1951 until March 1954 which included first US installation of steam catapult's the first launch made in June 1954 the carrier now designated CVA-19. The ship continued in service as an attack-carrier, operating for long periods in Vietnam (7 tours) in the late 1960's and early 1970's (Oct 1964-Oct 73). Re-designated CV-19 again in 1975 she was decommissioned on 30 January 1976 and stricken off the Navy List the very next day.
CV-20 USS Bennington was launched 26 February 1944 and was commissioned on 6 August 1944. served in the Pacific War, including the final strikes on Yamato on 7 April 1945. Bennington suffered typhoon damage in June 1945 although was still able to carry out limited air operations. She deactivated on 8 November 1946 to be re-commissioned as CVA-20 on 13 November 1952. Following a serious catapult explosion in 1954, the carrier was repaired and refitted at New York Navy Yard by March 1955. The first US Navy mirror-sighting landing was made on board the Bennington on 22 August 1955, with a NA FJ-3 Fury which was also the types first carrier landing. In 1959 the ship underwent a refit to CVS standard and modernisation was undertaken from September 1962-May 1963. Bennington undertook 4 tours of Vietnam between February 1964 and November 1968. Decommissioned on 15 January 1970, she was placed in reserve at Puget Sound Navy Yard.
CV-21 USS Boxer was launched on 14 December 1944 and was commissioned 16 April 1945 and entered the Pacific War in September, 1945 too late to see action. The carrier remained operational throughout the late 1940's and served in Korea being damaged by an avgas explosion in August 1952 which caused serious fire damage to the hangars but did not put the Boxer out of action. Boxer had 4 operational tours of Korea, being re-designated CVA-21, until re-classified again as CVS-21 in November, 1955. In January 1959, the ship was re-designated for the 3rd time when it became a Marine Corps amphibious assault ship LPH-4 with Sikorsky HR2S and HUS helicopters. She was one of the first carriers to serve in Vietnam, during a brief tour during early 1966. Boxer was one of the 4 Essex-class carriers not to be reconstructed and as the Marine Corps had took delivery of their Iwo Jima-class assault carriers she was removed from service and stricken from the Navy List in December 1969 and was broken up in 1971.
Independence class CVL
The Independence-class carriers aircraft complement varied it was originally set at 45, but was reduced to 30 comprising three squadron: 1-VF with F6F Hellcats, 1-VT with one TBM Avenger and 1 -VB with SBD Dauntlass. In WW II when operating as transports they were able to stow up to 40 airplanes below deck with a further 60-70 on the flight-deck the total depending on the type carried.
CVL-22 USS Independence was launched 22 August 1942 and was commissioned on 1 January 1943. She damaged by a torpedo in November 1943 and the ship was out of action for the first half of 1944 but following repair continued with combat operations until September 1945. Later in the summer of 1946 Independence was involved with the atomic tests at Bikini Atol. Decommissioned in August 1946, she was used as a weapons trials ship until February, 1951 when she was sunk as a target.
CVL-23 USS Princeton was launched on 18 October 1942 and was commissioned 25 February 1943.Princetown had a short WW II career in the Pacific as a 250kg bomb penetrated the flight- deck and exploded in the hangar on 24 October 1944 the ensuing fire and munitions explosion's left the ship unsalvageable and she was scuttled by torpedoes from the light cruiser Reno.
CVL-24 USS Belleau Wood was launched on 6 December 1942 and was commissioned 31 March 1943. Belleau Wood’s Air Group was responsible for sinking the Japanese carrier Hiryo in June 1944. In October 1944 she was hit by kamikaze attack, repairs taking three months. Belleau Wood decommissioned on 23 January 1947 and was lent to France as Bois Belleau (qv) until September 1960. Following return to America she was formally stricken from Navy Lists and sold for scrap.
CVL-25 USS Cowpens was launched on 17 January 1943 was commissioned on 28 May 1943. Cowpens was damaged in December 1944, by the same typhoon that damaged Hornet and Bennington. Post-war she was de-activated in January 1947, and 12yrs later on 16 May 1959 she was re-designated an auxiliary transport, ATV-1. Cowpens never re-commissioned and was struck from Navy Lists in November 1959 and sold for breaking up.
CVL-26 USS Monterey was launched 28 February 1943 and was commissioned on 17 June 1943 and was also damaged in the notorious December 1944 typhoon off the Philippines, and she was forced to return to the United States for repairs. She returned to operations for the last 4 months of the Pacific War. Decommissioned on 11 February 1947 but was one of the few Independence-class carriers operated by the USN post-war. Re-activated on 15 September 1950, Monterey was employed as a training carrier based at Pensacola until placed in the reserve in 1955. Although re-designated AVT-2 in May 1959 she was finally stricken from the Navy Lists in June 1970 and sold for scrapping.
CVL-27 USS Langley was launched on 22 May 1943 and was commissioned on 31 August 1943 and was in combat in Pacific throughout 1944 until May 1945. She started a six month refit that year and was then decommissioned in January 1947 and transferred to France as the Lafayette (qv) in January 1951. Returned to the United States in March 1963 Langley was immediately stricken from Navy Lists and sold for breaking-up.
CVL-28 USS Cabot was launched on 4 April 1943 and was commissioned on 24 July 1943. Cabot served in the Pacific War and was hit twice by kamikaze attack and once by bombs. Although damage was serious on each occasion the carrier was not withdrawn for any extended periods. Decommissioned on 11 February 1947, she was re-activated in October 1948 for aircrew training, but was placed in reserve in January 1955. Reclassified AVT-3 in May 1959 she was lent to Spain in August 1967 who bought the carrier in 1972.
CVL-29 USS Bataan was launched on 1 August 1943 and was commissioned on 17 November 1943. 18 months of WW II operational service followed, then Bataan was placed in reserve in May 1947 but was reactivated for service in Korea in the mid-50s. Bataan was the only Independence-class to be used as an attack-carrier by the USN post-war and following 2 tours of duty which saw her engaged in air strikes against land targets, by early 1954 she was back in the reserve, being re-designated AVT-4 in May 1959. In September 1959 she was stricken from Navy Lists and sold the following year to be broken up.
CVL-30 USS San Jacinto was launched on 26 September 1943 and was commissioned on 15 December 1943. Involved in latter stage of Pacific War she emerged relatively unscathed to be de-activated in January 1947. Re-designated AVT-5 in 1959 San Jacinto remained in the re- serve until stricken from Navy Lists and sold in 1970 to be scrapped soon afterwards.
Essex class CV aircraft complement: -- as already detailed.
CV-31 USS Bon Homme Richard was launched on 29 April 1944 and was commissioned 26 November 1944. Bon Homme Richard arrived off Okinawa in time to participate in the final attacks on Japan. Deactivated on 9 January 1947 she was re-commissioned for the Korean Conflict (2 tours) in her original configuration in January 1951 with F4U Corsair, F9F Panther and AD Skyraider. As CVA-31, following modernisation was deployed to Vietnam on a number of occasions (6) between January 1964 and November 1970. Bon Homme Richard de-activated in July 1971.
CV-32 USS Leyte was launched 23 August 1945 and commissioned on 11 April 1946 was completed almost a year after the end WW II and was one of the few Essex-class carriers never to undergo a modernisation programme. Operated off Korea 1950-51 and in August 1953 she was re-classified as a CVS, with conversion completed by the end of that year. Decommissioned on 15 May 1959 later she was placed in reserve as AVT-10 and was stricken-off Navy Lists in
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/23445 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!