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We parked the unmarked car and crossed the yellow
tape to look at the scene. It was becoming increasingly familiar, a
young man slaughtered and left in a squalid back alley, his body
ripped by multiple cuts that slashed across him from the groin to
the chest. Then the piece-de-resistance, the throat slashed and
scalp sliced away from his head. Blood had flowed freely down his
face, showing that the scalping had taken place before his heart
had stopped pumping. I hoped to Christ that hed been unconscious
before the killer lifted his hair.
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