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the family’s
dog

for many
years

before
Sidney

was
born.


She was
getting

old and it
was

difficult
for her

to get
around

because
she

was blind
and

her legs
hurt

when
she

walked.


One
morning

when
Ran-Ran



and
Von-Von

called her
she

didn’t come
to

the porch as
she normally did for breakfast. When

Ran-Ran went
to look for her, he found her cuddled

in her
favorite place next to the barn. She wasn’t

breathing or
moving.
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crying
when

Sidney came
to

the kitchen
for

breakfast.


“What’s
the

matter?”
asked

Sidney.


“Scrap
died,” she

replied with
a sad

face.


Sidney
seemed to understand as he wiped tears from his

eyes.


“Ran-Ran
wrapped her in her blanket and is digging a

hole by the
barn to bury her.,” said Von-Von. “It was her

favorite
place to lay in the sunshine.”
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said Sidney as he

went
outside. Von-Von followed him outdoors with a

sign she had
made.
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Ran-Ran lifted Scrap’s

body and
gently laid her in it.


“Bye for
now, Scrap. I hope to see you again one day.”

Ran-Ran
patted her one last time before putting shovels

full of dirt
on top of her blanket.
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until Von-Von said, “I

wonder why
dogs don’t live as long as humans.”


"I know
why," said Sidney. Von-Von and Ran-Ran

turned to
listen. "Everyone is born so they can learn

how to love
and be nice to everyone, right?"


“That’s
right,” answered Ran-Ran.


Sidney
continued, "Well, dogs already know how to

do that, so
they don't need to stay here as long."


Ran-Ran
laughed and Von-Von pulled Sidney into her

arms.


“That is
true, but I will miss her,” said Von-Von.


“Me too,”
said Sidney.


“When you
miss someone who has passed, you can

look into
the night sky. When you see a bright star

you will
know that they are sending love to you,”

Ran-Ran
said.
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