My Lord, My God 280 Marvin Miller
Introduction
In the autumn of my life, I sit down to reflect on what is most important to me now and what has been important to me in the past and the name of Jesus comes to mind. As far back as I can remember, I’ve known Jesus. I have to thank my Mother for that. She would get me to church every Sunday morning no matter how much I kicked and screamed. As a result, I grew up lucky, I grew up a Christian. Sure, I have had some trials and tribulations in my life in which I had some doubts, but I always came back to Jesus.
I ask myself what I, a simple uneducated man, can say about the most important person in history that has not already been said by countless scholars and critics. I can say nothing new, but I am compelled to write about the most important person that has ever been in my life or walked the face of the world, for that matter.
Jesus, just the name brings peace and comfort to many, while to others it brings fear and to some, it is a constant reminder that even in today’s society that are still those that cling to the past and believe in myths and fairy tales. His name is revered as well as cursed. Countless thousands of His followers have been murdered from the early days and the persecution continues on to this day in countries all over the world.
Not that we Christians have not done a little persecuting ourselves, we went from being persecuted to being the persecutors all in the name of religion and that my dear friends is where friendship ends and trouble begins. I really wonder, is this what Jesus had in mind? Did He mean for there to be wars fought and won in His name. Did He mean for Christians to march forward and kill everyone that was not a Christian? The answer is a plain and simple no. In short, the world would be a much better place if there was no such thing as organized religion of any kind. I believe that if Jesus did actually come back today to preach the same message that he gave two thousand years ago, it would end exactly the same way, the religions of the world would crucify him and Christianity, as we know it today, would be one of the ringleaders.
Churches bicker back and forth, each one claiming to be right. Preachers stand in front of their congregations and give uninspired sermons and ask for money for their church’s various expenses. TV preachers are on the air begging for money, some of them claim to have the power to heal the sick and crippled while others make claims that they just want to feed the poor and help the sick. Money makes the world go around for these individuals. While they live in multimillion dollar homes and fly around in private jets, they ask us to send their money to them so they can accomplish their missions. Jesus never had a church, he walked just about everywhere he ever went, he never asked for money and he usually preached somewhere outside.
You don’t need preachers, church doctrine, judgmental, self righteous people or expensive buildings to get to know Jesus. All you need is the ability to read and to comprehend what you read in your Bible.
I do not sit down and write this to convince people of my beliefs. I write this out of respect and love for my dear Savior Jesus of Nazareth, my Lord and my God. I write this for the people that are not quite sure if they want to accept Christ and believe in Him. I write this for those who do not know Jesus, but would like to get to know him and for those who would want salvation. I write for those, no matter what race or creed, to come to Jesus and be saved. I do not write for money for that is not my goal. My goals are to worship the Lord in the best way that I know how and hopefully, by someone reading this, turn one lost soul to Jesus.
The Beginning
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not any thing made that was made. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not comprehend it.” John 1:3-5
The opening line of John pretty much says it all; Jesus was in the beginning at the creation of the earth. He was God’s son at the beginning of time and was with God.
This verse illustrates that all things were made by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and without Him, nothing was made. Without Him, there would be no life nor would there be human beings. Sadly, back then and even more so now, the light of men shined pretty dull and, in fact, most of it has gone completely out. Thankfully, the light of Christ still shines brightly to this day and no darkness can overcome it.
Other than this opening statement of John, there is further proof of Jesus’ existence at the beginning of time. That is easily found in the Book of Genesis 1:26 in the story of the Creation.
“Let Us make a man in Our image, according to Our likeness;…”
If not Jesus and the Holy Spirit then who was God talking to? Now, there are other places throughout the Old Testament where God’s Son is mentioned, He is the only man that ever lived whose life and death was foretold hundreds of years before His birth.
Since the Messiah was present at the Creation, it was not until the New Testament that He came to live with the humans. The story of His birth is recorded in first chapter of the Book of Luke. That would be the Christmas story. His genealogy is recorded at the beginning of Matthew.
However, no one knows if December 25th is really His birthday. It may have been moved to that date in the early centuries to correspond with other holidays. While interesting, those arguments are of little significance in getting to know the Lord and are better left to those with idle time because in the big picture, it just really does not matter. The important thing is that He was born.
The Gospels of Matthew and Luke tell the story of the Christ born of a Virgin. It amazes me how many people try to discredit this story and cannot accept it. It was prophesized in the Old Testament and still argued about to this day. While virgin births are also mentioned in mythology and other religions, it is only in Matthew and Luke that the Holy Spirit is the sole acting agent in the conception and not of “male seed.”
Some have pointed out that Paul in some of his letters made it clear that he knew nothing of a virgin birth.
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born of the law…” Galatians 4:4
“Born of a woman” not “born of a virgin.” This is clearly just a play of words. Perhaps, Paul did not see the significance of calling Mary a virgin in this text. The story of His birth is even told in the Qur’an.
Other than his infancy, little is known of Jesus’ childhood years. In the early part of the second century there were several infancy gospels that appeared, but none of them were considered canonical. Except for the second chapter of Luke, there is no mention of Jesus as an adolescent. That story is pointed out to illustrate, that Jesus, as a twelve year old boy, was already had a clear idea of His identity. From there, Luke says that He grew in wisdom and stature and found favor with God and men.
It should be noted that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John’s purpose was not to tell the childhood adventures of Christ Jesus, but to focus on His ministry which began around the age of thirty and after His baptism.
Christ Changes Water Into Wine
The first miracle of Jesus came after His baptism and after He went alone into the wilderness and fasted for forty days and was tempted by Satan whom he rebuked. He went to a wedding with his Mother and some of his disciples. While they were there, Mary came to her Son and told Him that they were out of wine.
“Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” John 2:4
Jesus, at this point was trying to distance himself from his Mother. The fact that He called her “woman” instead of “Mother” illustrates this. Perhaps, His question showed some slight aggravation at Mary for asking him to help. Obviously, Mary knew that her son had special powers and she had probably witnessed them throughout His childhood, but Jesus knew that His mission in life was something far greater than a mother/son relationship. However, she had confidence that He would do as she asked. That is why she turned to the servants and told them to do whatever He asked. So when they had filled six water pots holding twenty or thirty gallons apiece, He changed the water into wine.
In my life, I have heard preachers and their followers say that all drinking is a sin. I have even heard some say that it was not actually wine that Jesus made, it was grape juice and that is simply not true. It was wine, pure and simple and wine is mentioned throughout the Bible. Jesus drank wine Himself, but it should be noted that back in the day, wine was often diluted with water to avoid drunkenness.
The Sermon on the Mount
“Blessed is the poor in spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacekeepers, for they will be called the sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” Matthew 5:3-12
The Sermon on the Mount is the most beautiful and complex words ever spoken. These verses in the opening have come to be known as the Beatitudes. The “poor in spirit” here can mean anything from feeling blue and depressed to those who are spiritually lost in this world and know it. Salvation through Jesus Christ is freely given. All one has to do is ask and it will be done for them. Jesus is calling for anyone to lean on Him through the troubled times.
“Blessed at the meek for they shall inherit the earth.” Jesus quoted from Psalms 37:11 here. Through the years, this has become one of the most quoted verses and has been used in songs, movies, shows and books. Most scoff at it considering the world as it is, but being quiet, gentle of nature and showing submissiveness towards God’s will is a good thing and you will be rewarded. “…hunger and thirst for righteousness.” Not to be confused to self-righteousness. This is the people who strive God’s righteousness and not their own and in their quest to do so, they will be satisfied
Please be compassionate to others in your life because if you will show others mercy, God will also show you mercy. Always strive to have love for God and faith in Him in your heart. Your reward later will be great.
“Blessed are the peacekeepers, for they shall be called the Sons of God.” It would be wonderful if every world leader from the past through the future would keep this verse in mind when they are making their decisions. Even if some of them, in fact, thought they were God. However, this pertains to everyone, not just world leaders.
If one listened to churches, their doctrines and their congregations long enough, they would be convinced that they would burn in hell. When you confess your sins to the Lord, you are forgiven and that is that, it’s over. From there, you do your best not to do it again. For the brothers and sisters in the congregation, it is never over. They will talk about you behind your back. “He drinks, he smokes, and he’s had sex with a number of women.” “He left his wife and children.” “Did you know that he’s gay?” “Did you see what she was wearing this morning in church?” The list goes on of the things that you can hear when the service is over.
“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot of men.” Matthew 5:13
The salt here is a metaphor for the soul in this verse. Pure salt never loses its flavor unless it is contaminated. A soul that has been saved by Jesus will last forever.
“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lamp stand and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
If you are a follower of Christ, let it show. Tell people, do not be ashamed although there are some who will scoff. Be proud and try to do good things in your life. A godly life brings glory to God.
“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:17-20
Jesus wanted to make it clear to all that would listen that He did not come to change the laws of the Old Testament. He came to fulfill the law and the prophecies about Him. Whoever breaks the least of God’s laws will be called the least in heaven, while the one who keeps all of God’s commandments will be called the greatest. That is why Jesus came to earth, to save us from our sins because no man can keep the ten commandments. As simple as they are, there has never been a man that can keep them. I know I want to go to heaven and I would like to think that I will not be the least. However, if I do make it, I will be just as happy on latrine duty as I would as a ranking member. At least I would be there!
The Pharisees were an ancient Jewish religious group who followed Oral Law in addition to the Torah and attempted to live in a constant state of purity. The scribes were copiers of the Sefer Torah and other Jewish religious documents using a quill pen on parchment. The Pharisees sometimes focused on external obedience more than the actual law and this could be why Jesus was not a fan of them. The scribes perhaps did, in fact, change a jot or tittle somewhere down the line in their writings and that could be what Jesus is referring to here. Whatever the case, He is calling on his followers to exceed their righteousness.
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not kill and whoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment,’ but I say to you that whoever is angry with their brother without a cause is in danger of judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council, but whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there, you remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother and then come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary quickly while you are on your way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer and you be thrown in prison. Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.” Matthew 5:21-26
Jesus makes it perfectly clear that we should not kill, but also stressed that we should control out anger toward each other as well including calling each other names. Raca means someone is worthless or empty-headed. Fool is a much stronger word and the point that Jesus is trying to make here is that verbal abuse stems from the same kind of anger and hatred that often leads to murder. He is also suggested that we resolve our conflicts with one another quickly and aggressively.
“You have heard that is was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ but I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of you members perish than your body be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you for it is more profitable for you that one of your members should perish than your whole body be cast into hell.” Matthew 5:27-30.
If this deliberate and obvious exaggeration was taken literally, we would have a society of blind, handless people and I would certainly be one of them. Jesus is not saying that we should mutilate our bodies for that would not cure lust anyway. What He is saying that it would be more profitable to lose a part of your body than to go to hell.
“It has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce,’ but I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.” Matthew 5:31-32
Churches have been sidestepping this one for years, but the plain and simple fact is God hates divorce. A man shall leave his parents and be joined to his wife and they shall become one flesh according to Genesis 2:24. This was God’s plan for marriage, but as we know, there were some problems with that idea because man and woman are such strong willed individuals. By Moses’ time, there were divorces and so he wrote a law concerning them. Deuteronomy 24 covers those laws and what Jesus was referring to was that the rabbis were handily passing out the divorces too readily. Paul later wrote about the principles of marriage in the 7th chapter of 1 Corinthians and added that a man or woman may divorce if their partner is an unbeliever. In any case, God hates divorce and no matter how convenient, a couple should never get one. So beware, that man or woman of your dreams just might end up as an everlasting nightmare that will not go away. Does that mean that those of us who have divorced are condemned? No, because we have the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’ But I say to you, do not swear at all; neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; not by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair black or white. But let your ‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no. For whatever is more than these is from the evil one.” Matthew 5:33-37
What Christ is referring to is the use of careless, thoughtless and profane swears that people use in everyday life. How many times have you heard someone say, ’Oh, I swear to God!’ or one of the other many things that we should not swear by? We are all guilty. It would be a wonderful world if ‘yes’ meant yes and ‘no’ meant no and no middle ground in-between.
“You have heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,’ but I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks you, from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.” Matthew 5:38-42
Exodus 21:24 mentions this in the laws concerning violence. It is mentioned again in Leviticus 24:20 and Deuteronomy 19:21. If these laws were used today, there would be little or no crime in this country. As Jesus had mentioned before, He did not come to change the law, but to fulfill it, so there is no attempt here to change it. He taught by example and this was His example. Personal retaliation is not recommended.
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy,’ but I say to you, love your enemies, bless those that curse you, do good to those that hate you and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be the sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends the rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore, you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:43-48
For those of us on earth, this is hard to do. Jesus is simply saying that we should love everyone regardless of their race, creed or religion. Love your enemies as well as your neighbor although most of us find that we do not or cannot even love our neighbors. He is calling for us to love them as we love our families because we are the family of man and are all God’s children. Proverbs 25:21-22 states that you should give your enemy bread to eat and water to drink and by doing so you will heap coals of fire on his head and the Lord will reward you. Christ closes this statement with an impossible request for the human race, “you shall be perfect.” Christ’s mission is that He meets this standard for us.
“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men to be seen by them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.” Matthew 6:1-4
How many times have you seen someone give to a charitable organization or to a church and make a big deal of it? Made possible from a grant from so & so? This is exactly what Jesus says about that sort of thing. That if you give, it should be made anonymously or in private and do not make a big deal out of it so that you will be publicly recognized for it. People that do that sort of thing have their reward by being seen by others. You should make your donations and contributions in private and God will reward you openly.
“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets that they may be seen of men. Assuredly, I say to you that have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room and when you have shut the door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore, do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask him. In this manner, therefore, pray:
Our Father in heaven
Hallowed by Your name
Your kingdom come
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our debts
As we forgive our debtors
And do not lead us into temptation
But deliver us from the evil one
For Your’s is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive you your trespasses.” Matthew 6:5-15
Jesus was perfect in all ways and in this passage; he teaches us how to say the perfect prayer. Who among us haven’t seen people stand up in church or somewhere in public at some other function and rattle on and on in prayer? They love to be seen and heard by others and, as Jesus said, that they have their reward. Pray in private for prayer is a private matter, it is between you and God, no one else. Do not use vain repetitions like some religions do for prayer should be a heartfelt thing, not just a recital of things you have already said a hundred times before. Think again if you think that you will be heard for your many words. Like Jesus said, your Father knows what you are in need of before you ask Him. Praise the Lord and thank the Lord daily in your prayers for the blessings in your life. Talk to the Lord daily, not just in prayer, but as a friend. He is my constant companion and I talk to Him like a friend because He is my best friend. No one knows me like the Lord and He is with me daily through my good moments as well as my bad.
Always forgive others the wrong that they have done you. Do not hold a grudge. If you forgive others, God will forgive you. If you do not forgive, God will not forgive you.
“Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret, will reward you openly.” Matthew 6:16-18
Some church organizations do not fast and neither do I, but I sure do need to! I am on the ‘all you can eat and drink buffet’ all day, everyday and according to most people’s size in this country, so are they. Consider fasting. It is a time to seek the Lord’s will and for prayer. Jesus fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, surely we can make it at least one day.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth where the moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth no rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:19-21
Treasures vary from person to person, but we all like treasures. Who does not want a house to live in or a car to drive? Just about everyone has a collection of something. While they may be a necessity for our well being or for our entertainment, Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of God is where we should be building our treasures. When we are called to heaven, all that we take is our souls. All treasures and earthly things are left behind.
“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, you whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!” Matthew 6:22, 23
Jesus uses a metaphor here. In this case, he is talking about the heart, not the eye, but the heart can hardly be called a lamp nor can it see the light. The light is the Will of God, the darkness is ungodly ways.
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24
Literally, you cannot serve God and Satan; you must serve one or the other. Mammon is material things such as money and the treasures spoken of earlier.
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?” Matthew 6:25-27
“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil or spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?” Matthew 6:28-30
People do have a tendency to worry too much about everything. What will I eat? What will I drink? What will I wear? Where will I live? What shall I do about this, that and the other? What Jesus is saying here is that we should have faith that God will provide. He is not advocating laziness, drunkenness or suggesting that we should become sloth. We should not be idle, birds are not idle, and they seek and find the food that God has provided from them, it is not delivered to their nests.
“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all of these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all of these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” Matthew 6:31-34
Instead of worrying, Christ is calling for us to seek the kingdom of God. Do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will have its own problems.
“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye, and look, a plank is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye and then you will see clearly to remove the speck in your brother’s eye.” Matthew 7:1-5
Mercifully, judging folks is in God’s hands instead of peoples, but there are those of us who would love to be the judge. Sometimes, Christians are some of the most judgmental, self righteous people in the world and that don’t mind judging a person at all even if they don’t even really know the person that they are passing judgment on. Half of them do not even know what the Bible says even if they read it. As Jesus illustrated they think nothing at all about seeing a little speck in your eye while they have a whole board stuck in their own, they still want to judge. Just remember, if you judge harshly, your Father will also judge you harshly. Instead of judging people, pray for them.
“Do not give what is holy to the dogs, nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and turn and tear you in pieces.” Matthew 7:6
Although much has been said of this statement, Jesus often spoke in parables and used metaphors. Under Jewish law, dogs and swine were considered unclean. In this context, they probably mean the snarling, scoffing opponents to the teachings of Christ who were rejecting the good news that He was preaching and how useless and sometimes dangerous it is to try and preach it to them.
“Ask, and it will be given unto you; seek and you shall find; knock and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give them a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” Matthew 7:7-11
Christ did not mean that all you have to do to get what you want is ask God for it, so asking for that new car or a winning lottery ticket is probably not going to happen. It has to be God’s will. It never hurts to ask and if it is His will, it is your’s, but as we have already discovered, God already knows what you are in need of before you ask. All a person can do is ask, God will decide what you need. Trust in Him.
Seek and you shall find. First, seek the will of God and the way to salvation through our Lord Jesus Chirst. That is what everybody should be looking for because in the end, nothing else matters. It can also apply to anything else in your life that you might be looking for. For instance, a job. You have to look for it. The chances of someone coming to your house and asking you to go to work for them are pretty slim. Have faith in Him. The mercy and salvation on the Lord is there for you. Knock and it will be opened for you.
“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” Matthew 7:12
This is the golden rule. It is used in most religions around the world, different words perhaps, but with the same meaning. Treat others as you would like to be treated.
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13,14.
Jesus is emphasizing that it is difficult to follow Him.
“Beware of false prophets, who will come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly, they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, not can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” Matthew 7:15-20
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesized in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me you who practice lawlessness!’” Matthew 7:21-23
There is not enough time in the day to write about false prophets and teachers. Just turn on the TV and just about any televanglist you see will fit into that category. There’s no doubt about it, religion is big business with billions of dollars to be made and it seems that every wants their slice of the pie. Anyone who claims that they can heal, anyone who claims that know when the end of time will be or anyone who claims that they do anything other than what a normal human being can do is a false prophet/teacher and a liar. Beware of anyone who asks for money. Beware of anyone who preaches/teaches and does not follow Christ’s example. Did Jesus own mulimillion dollar homes? Did Jesus travel around the world in his own jet or ride in first class on airlines? Did Jesus ask for money? Did Jesus have accomadations at five star hotels when he traveled? Do you think these wealthy false teachers, preachers, and prophets would be so dedicated to spreading the Word if there was no money, they had to walk everywhere they went when they traveled and sleep on the ground?
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on a rock: and the rain descended, the floods came , and the wind blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
But whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was that fall.” Matthew 7:24-29
The foundation of one’s faith should be built on the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ. No matter what anyone else says, no matter what anyone else does, follow the teachings of the Lord and decide what is right for you in your life.
The Parable of the New Cloth and the Old Garment & New Wine in Old Wineskins
“No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse. Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” Matthew 9:16-17
He said this parable to the disciples of John the Baptist when they came to Him and asked why they and the Pharisees fasted often, but the disciples of Jesus did not fast. Jesus first answered with this question, “Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.” Here He is saying that His disciples cannot fast as long as He is with them, but the day will come when He is taken away and then they will fast. As far as the parable goes, it means that Jesus is the New Covenant and trying to patch the New Covenant into the old one will not work. Using cloth and wine as examples, the ceremonial fasting of John’s disciples and the Pharisees under the old law was not fit for the New Covenant. Rituals have no part in the gospel.
The Parable of the Sower
Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. And some fell among thorns and the thorns sprang up and choked them. But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”
He answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For whoever has, more to him will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says:
‘Hearing you will not hear and shall not understand,
And seeing you will not see and not perceive;
For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.’
But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear, for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
Therefore hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes, and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received the seed by the wayside. But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the world and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. Now he who received the seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received the word on good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Matthew 13:3-23
In these verses, Christ tells the parable, is questioned by His disciples, explains to them why he speaks in parables, quotes Isaiah 6:9,10 and explains the parable to them. The seeds in this parable are the souls of men, the sower is Christ. Their souls are scattered along the wayside and are snatched up by Satan. The souls that were scattered along the stony paths are the souls of people that hear the Word, believe in Christ, have strong emotions about it for a short while and then when there is some adversity in their life, lose all faith. Those that fall in thorny places are the ones that put the Word in their life, but due to the cares and the desire for riches in their lives, put Jesus last and when that happens, they become unfaithful Christians. The ones planted in the good soil are the Christians that no matter what the crises is, always put Christ first in their lives and lead others by example.
The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. So the servants of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’ But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. Let them both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” Matthew 13:24-30
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Another parable He put forth to them saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that birds of the air come and rest on its branches.” Matthew 13:31,32
The Parable of the Leaven
Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid under three measures of meal till it was all leavened.”
All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did not speak to them, that it may be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet saying:
“I will open My mouth in parables;
I will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.”
Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.”
He answered and said to them: “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy that sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the son in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear! Matthew 13:33-43
The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Matthew 13:44
The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all he had and bought it.” Matthew 13:45,46
The Parable of the Dragnet
“Again the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good into the vessels, but threw the bad away. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 13:47-50
The Parable of the Householder
Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”
Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out his treasure things new and old.”
Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished these parables, that He departed from there. Matthew 13:51-53
We are not to reject the old for the new. We are to embrace both for greater understanding.
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment was made. The servant therefore fell down before him saying, ‘Master have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you? And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.
So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” Matthew 18:23-35
The message here is plain and simple. If God can forgive us for our transgressions which are many, why can’t we forgive those which owe us so little? Forgive each other and hold no grudges, if we do not, the heavenly Father may not forgive us.
The Parable of the Laborers
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard and whatever is right you will receive.’
So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the first.’ And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius. And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner, saying, ‘These last men have only worked one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’ But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is your’s and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.” Matthew 20:1-16
The last will be first and the first last. All are equal in the kingdom of God. A sinner who has been forgiven in the last hour of his life will be the same as those who have spent their whole lives laboring for Christ. All will enjoy the blessings of God. For many are called, but few chosen. All we can do is work toward the honor of being a Christian.
The Centurion’s Servant Is Healed
In Capernaum, a Roman centurion came to him pleading that He heal his sick servant who was paralyzed and dreadfully tormented. When Jesus said that He would come and heal him, the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
Jesus marveled at the man’s faith and said to all who followed: “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from the east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour. Matthew 8:8-13
Here was a gentile Roman soldier with more faith in Jesus than many of His followers and what Jesus said to him did not sit well with some of the Jews because they believed that only the Jews would enter the kingdom of heaven. And here was Jesus telling them that they would be cast out and a bunch of Gentile heathens would be in.
A Paralytic is Healed
Again, in Capernaum, Jesus was teaching in a house and many were gathered there crowded inside and outside. Four men came bringing a paralytic, but they could not get near Jesus or even inside of the house. So the men climbed on top of the house and brought the paralytic with them. They removed some of the roofing making a hole in the roof and let the man who was strapped to his bed down through the hole.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, you sins are forgiven you.” Mark 2:5
In attendance at this meeting were some of the scribes and they were sitting there reasoning and wondering why Jesus speaks blasphemies thinking that no one can forgive sins but God.
But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned this within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts? Which is easier to say to the paralytic, ’Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”- He said to the paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed and go to your house.” Immediately, he arouse, took up the bed and went out in the presence of them all, so that were amazed and glorified God saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” Mark 2:8-12
The scribes were right in saying that only God can forgive sins, Isaiah 43:25 makes reference to this. Although they were wrong in thinking that He had blasphemed because Jesus Himself was God. It was just that they refused to accept that.
Dinner at Matthew’s
When Jesus called Matthew the tax collector to follow Him, Matthew has a big dinner over at his house and invited other tax collectors and other sinners. Apparently, Matthew knew quite a few. They all sat together with Jesus and His disciples. Obviously, there were some scribes and Pharisees in attendance and asked they asked His disciples why is it that Jesus could eat with tax collectors and sinners.
When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need for a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Mark 2:17
Since the Pharisees were devout in Mosaic and ceremonial law, they considered gentiles, nonbelievers and other sinners to be offensive and were offended that Jesus would even sit and eat with these people. Jesus made it clear in His statement that He came to call sinners to repentance, not the righteous or the ones who thought they were.
The Rejection at Nazareth
When Jesus returned to Nazareth, His hometown, He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day and when He stood up to read, He was given the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found where it says:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”
He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.” Then he said, “Assuredly, I say unto you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all of the land; but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them were cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” Luke 2:18-27
When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were angry because the widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian were both Gentiles. They rightfully took Jesus’ meaning to be that God showed no mercy to the people of Israel in those days and yet showed mercy to two Gentiles. Meaning that He might again do the same in the future. Thinking that He was Joseph the carpenter’s son and not the Messiah, they thrust Him out of the city and led Him to the edge of a hill with the intention of throwing Him off a cliff. Miracously, He passed through the midst of them and went on His way. This would not be the last time that Jesus used Divine intervention to save Himself from death from an unruly mob.
The Unpardonable Sin
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebub,” and “By the ruler of demons He casts out demons!”
So He called them to Him and said to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand and has an end. No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house.
Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter; but he who blasphemies aginst the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation.” - because they said, “He has an unclean spirit.” Mark 3:22-30
Controversy Over Labor on the Sabbath
At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is unlawful to do on the Sabbath!”
But he said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those with him: how he entered the house of God and ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those with him, but only for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are blameless? Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is Lord even on the Sabbath.” Matthew 12:1-8
Actually, the Pharisees were wrong again. The disciples were not stealing, Deuteronomy 23:25 clearly states that you may pluck the heads of your neighbor’s grain (to satisfy your hunger) with your hand, but you shall not use a sickle. There is no law forbidding the plucking of grain to eat on the Sabbath. Jesus also makes a point that in order for the priests and preachers to do their jobs on the Sabbath, they also profane it. “I desire mercy and not sacrifice” is quoted from Hosea 6:6 simply means that the moral laws of God are more important than ceremonial laws. Also, in this statement, Jesus’ claim of divinity, a claim that infuriated the Pharisees.
Controversy Over Healing on the Sabbath
Now when He departed from there, He went to their synagogue. And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”-that they might accuse Him.
Then He said to them, “What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if he falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not lay hold of it and pull it out? Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then He said to the man, Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other.
Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him. Matthew 12:9-14
Christ Heals the Nobleman’s Son
So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there as a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe.”
The nobleman said to Him, “Sir come down before my child dies!”
Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your son lives.” So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, “Your son lives!”
The he inquired of the hour when he got better. And they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” So the father knew that it was the same hour in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.” And he himself believed, and his whole household.” John 4:46-53.
Once again, Jesus proved that He did not need to be present for His miracle cures, all the people needed was faith in His word. How great it would be today if we, as a people, just believe in what Jesus said and have faith.
Casting Out Demons
Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught. And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. (an evil spirit or demon) And he cried out, saying, Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did you come to destroy us? I know who You are-the Holy One of God!”
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet and come out of him!” And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. Mark 1:21-26
Imagine seeing an exorcism right there in the synagogue. That is the power of Christ. Even demons know who He is and yet, we, as a people who are supposedly intelligent creatures, refuse to acknowledge Him and even doubt His very existence!
Healing Peter’s Mother-in-law, Casting Out Demons and Healing
Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother lying sick with a fever. So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them.
When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet saying:
“He Himself took our infirmities
And bore our sickness.” Matthew 8:14-17
With a word He cast out demons. Satan and his followers have no power over Christ who had power over everything including sickness and diseases. Praise the Lord and give your heart to Him!
Fishers of Men
The crowd of people that came to hear Jesus speak the Word of God was so large at the Lake of Gennesaret that Jesus got into Simon’s boat and ask him to pull out a little ways from the shore. He sat down in the boat and taught the multitudes from there.
When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”
But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.” And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come help them. And they came and filled the boats, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”
For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” So when they brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. Luke 5:4-9
Not only did Jesus have power of sickness, diseases and demons, He had power over nature as well.
A Leper is Cleansed
After preaching the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus came down the hillside being followed by a large crowd. And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately, his leprosy was cleansed.
And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” Matthew 8: 2-4
Jesus told the man not to tell anyone because it was early in His ministry and He did not want the attention that such a miracle would receive from the public to distract from His message or His mission. Jesus referred to Leviticus 14 in his instructions to the man. Of course, the man did, in fact, tell other people what had happened and the news spread so that there were so many people that would come to see Him that He could no longer enter the city, but had to stay out in deserted places. Still, people came to see Him from every direction.
A Widow’s Son is Raised
Jesus was going to a city called Nain. Many of His disciples were with Him and a large crowd followed. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Luke 7: 12-15
Imagine being in this crowd and seeing this miracle. How fantastic would that be?
The Sea is Stilled
Being on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee with a multitude of people, Jesus wanted to go to the other side where there were fewer people. In a boat, I assume that it was Simon’s, they set sail. Jesus was exhausted from the day’s activities and went to sleep on a cushion in the stern. During the journey, a tremendous windstorm came up and caused the waves to whip over the sides of the boat filling it up with water.
…And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”
Then He arose and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” Mark 4:38-41
The disciples were afraid when the strong wind was blowing and the waves were beating the boat causing them to sink, but they were even more afraid when they saw the power that Jesus had over the wind and the sea.
Demons Are Cast into Swine
Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of Gadarenes. And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, who had his dwellings among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains, because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. And he cried out in a loud voice and said, “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me.”
For He said to him, “Come out of the man, unclean spirit!” Then He asked him, “What is your name?”
And he answered saying, “My name is Legion; for we are many.” He also begged him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.
Now a large herd of swine was feeding near the mountains. So all the demons begged Him saying, “Send us to the swine, that we may enter them.” And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea. Mark 5:1-13
Matthew states that there were two demon possessed men, Mark only writes of one and Luke only mentions one. Perhaps, there were two, but Mark and Luke only mention the one that actually talked. The name that the possessed man gave Jesus was Legions and explained for we are many. In ancient Rome, a legion was an army division of 3,000 to 6,000 soldiers. At any rate, with a simple command the demons entered a herd of swine and ran off a cliff into the sea and drowned there. Mark goes on to explain that when those that cared for the pigs saw this, they ran into town and told the people what had happened. The townspeople came out and saw Jesus and saw the man who was demon possessed, fully clothed and in his right mind. The people were very afraid and pleaded with Jesus to leave their region. Jesus did as they asked and after He had gotten back into the boat, the man that had been possessed begged Him to let him go with Him, but Jesus did not let him. Instead, He told the man to go home and tell people what great things the Lord had done for him.
A Woman is Healed
And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age and she was dying.
But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who spent all of her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.
And Jesus said, “Who touched me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with Him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’”
But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.
And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer, your faith had made you well. Go in peace.
While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”
But when Jesus heard it, He answered him saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go except for Peter, James and John and the father and the mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping. And they ridiculed Him knowing that she was dead.
But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.” Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what happened. Luke 8:41-56
According to Jewish custom, (see Leviticus 15: 19-27) the woman with the flow of blood was considered unclean and no one should have anything to do with her, but this was no ordinary menstrual period, it had been going on for twelve years. Because of her condition, anything or anyone she touched would be considered unclean. That is why she came up from behind Him and touched His garment. Even with crowds of people pushing and shoving all around Him, Jesus knew that someone had touched the hem of His garment for He felt some of His power leave Him.
The people mourning inside of the house ridiculed Jesus when he told them that the girl was not dead, so He sent all of the unbelievers outside. Imagine their surprise when moments later when this little girl was alive and well.
The Blind Receive Sight
When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”
And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him, And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”
Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to you faith let it be to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, “See that no one knows it.” But when they departed they spread the news about Him in all that country.
As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and demon possessed. And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!“
But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons,” Matthew 9:27-34
After the amazing day that Jesus had here, what is even more astonishing is the fact that the Pharisees still refused to believe in Jesus and insisted that He was performing these miracles by the power of Satan. Who would not believe after seeing these things? How can you not believe after seeing these things and how can people not believe today?
Christ Heals the Paralytic Man on the Sabbath
After this there was a feast of the Jews and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well from whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?”
The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me in the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”
Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed and walked.
And that day was the Sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed.”
He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’”
Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk?’” But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.”
The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath.
But Jesus answered them, “My Father had been working until now, and I have been working.”
Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.
Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel. For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will.
For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent me has everlasting life, and shall not come to judgment, but has passed from death into life. Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come forth-those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is righteous because I do not seek my own will but the will of my Father who sent me.
If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which he witnesses of Me is true. You have sent to John and he has borne witness to the truth. Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.
But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the work which the Father has given to Me to finish-the very works that I do-bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.
And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. But you do not have His word abiding in you, because who He sent, Him you do not believe.
You search the Scriptures for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
I do not receive honor from men. But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in My Father’s name and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes only from God? Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you-Moses, in whom your trust. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for He wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” John 5:1-47
How obstinate in their religious traditions were the Jews when they saw a man that had been sick and unable to walk for thirty-right years suddenly healed and up and around carrying the mat that he laid on for so long near the pool. All they could think of was it was the Sabbath and he was breaking the law by carrying his bed, so they confronted him about it. They asked the man who it was that made him well and told him to take up his bed and walk. However, they must have known, or at least had a pretty good idea that it was Jesus for He had healed on the Sabbath before and was confronted about it, but the man that was cured did not know who Jesus was and later, when he did find out, came and told the Jews that it was in fact, Jesus. Now, the Jews sought to kill Jesus, a Man that healed the people and raised the dead, for doing these things on the Sabbath. So, they went to Him for a confrontation.
Jesus simply told them, “My Father has been working until now and I have been working.” His point was since God works continuously, He must also whether it is the Sabbath or not. The Jews correctly took this to mean that the same factors that apply to God also apply to Jesus, therefore making Himself equal to God. Therefore, the Jews sought all the more to kill Him for making such claims.
Jesus made a full disclosure to them that He was equal to God in power and in authority.
The Feeding of 5,000 and Christ Walks on the Water
When Jesus heard it, He departed from there by boat to a deserted place by Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, they followed Him on foot from the cities.
And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go to the villages and buy themselves food.”
But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of fragments that remained. Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Immediately, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.
Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”
And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”
So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
Then those who were in the boat came and worshipped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.” Matthew 14:13-33
The feeding of the 5,000 and walking on the water are perfect examples of how Christ had control over nature. He could have easily sent the multitude of people away like the disciples suggested, but instead He had compassion on them and He was able to make enough food out of loaves of bread and two fish to feed over 5,000 people when you include the women and children there people just by blessing it.
Healing A Woman’s Daughter
From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be hidden. For a woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came and fell at His feet. The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenican by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”
And she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s crumbs.”
Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of your daughter.”
And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her daughter lying on the bed. Mark 7: 24-30
Jesus did not want to be public here, He wanted some time alone and to rest from the rising pressures He faced. Although she was not Jewish, the woman had heard about Jesus and had faith that he could drive the demon out of her daughter. “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” Jesus was using an illustration here that the children were the Jews and the little dogs were the Gentiles. His responsibility was to preach the gospel to the Jews first.
“Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s crumbs.” The woman knew that she was not a Jew, she was a sinner and probably did not deserve favor from God, but her faith and words impressed Jesus and He granted her request and cast the demon out of her daughter at that moment.
A Deaf and Mute Man Is Healed
Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him. And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, He sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” this is, “Be opened.”
Immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly. Then He commanded them that they should tell no one; but the more He commanded them, the more widely they proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He makes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” Mark 7:32-37
Since the man was a Gentile, Jesus told them not to tell anyone, but the people went around proclaiming this miracle anyway.
Jesus Feeds 4,000
Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the mountain and sat down there. Then a great multitude came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed them. So the multitude marveled when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.
Now Jesus called His disciples to himself and said, “I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint along the way.
Then His disciples said to Him, “Where could we get enough bread in the wilderness to fill such a great multitude?”
Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?”
And they said, “Seven and a few little fish.”
So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude. So they all ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets full of fragments that were left. Now those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. And He sent away the multitude, got into a boat, and came to the region of Magdala. Matthew 15: 29-39
It is good that out Lord was no ordinary man, for if He were, He would have lost all patience and been tempted to strangle His disciples. Here is a group of men that were lucky enough to see and talk with the Lord on a daily basis. Day after day, they got to see all of the miracles that He did and I am certain that there were many more other than what is listed in the four gospels. They had even seen the feeding of the 5,000 and yet, they wondered where they were going to get the food to feed this group of 4,000. “Where are we going to get enough bread in the wilderness to fill such a great multitude?” they asked. Didn’t they know that the Lord would provide? It is not surprising then that He called them men of little faith on more than one occasion. I am sure that when He was alone, He would shake his head and say, “I can’t believe I picked these guys!” Or perhaps, He would just laugh to Himself.
A Blind Man is Healed
Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to touch him. So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.
And he looked up and said, “I see men like trees walking.”
Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly. Then He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into town, not tell anyone in the town.” Mark 8:22-26
Apparently, Jesus did not want to cause a scene in this town, that is probably why He led the man out of town, but obviously, some of the people followed out of curiosity.
Christ Heals Another Blind Man
Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the work of God should be revealed in him. I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” (which is translated, Sent) So he went and washed, and came back seeing.
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is this not he who sat and begged?”
Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”
He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and I received sight.”
Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly blind to the Pharisees. Now it was the Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God because He does not keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there was a division among them.
They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight. And they asked them saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what means he now sees we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself. His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So they again called the man who was blind and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.”
He answered and said, Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”
Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?”
He answered them, “I told you already, and you do not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?”
They reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.”
The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears them. Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us? And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”
He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?”
And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.”
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.
And Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.”
Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words and said to Him, “Are we blind also?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.” John 9:1-41
A common belief back then was that if a person had an affliction of some sort, it must have been that the person or the family had sinned. Jesus was quick to point out to His disciples that neither the man or his parents had sinned, but the man had been born blind so that the works of God could be revealed in him. Jesus made a reference to his crucifixion when He said, “I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
Jesus gave the man sight by spitting on the ground and making clay and rubbing it on the man’s eyes and then told the man to go wash in the pool. Now, it was widely known that the man was blind and when he returned from the pool with his sight, some people questioned this, so they took him to the Pharisees. The pious Pharisees questioned the man and instead of marveling at this wonderful miracle or even expressing happiness for the formerly blind man, they simply said, “This Man is not from God because He does not keep the Sabbath.” This indicates that they must have known or at least suspected that this was the work of Jesus. Not only did they doubt the Lord’s work, they even doubted the man that was blind and summoned his parents to question them.
After the parents had been questioned, the Pharisees wanted the man to admit that Jesus was a sinner. The man simply told them that he did not know if Jesus was a sinner or not and stated the facts that were relevant to him, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”
Still, the Pharisees refused to believe the miracle and ask the man to tell them the whole story again. The man did not want to tell them again and was seemingly sarcastic when he asked them, “Do you also want to become His disciples?”
They then launched a verbal attack on him and then closed it all with announcing that they were disciples of Moses, not this sinning imposter whom they did not know or know where He was from or who sent Him. The man answered with a good common sense statement and for this, he was thrown out of the synagogue. Apparently, as he was being escorted out, Jesus stopped them and talked to the man and the man worshiped Jesus.
“For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may be made blind.” That statement Jesus made all those years ago is still just as true today as it was back then. People are so blinded by their religious beliefs that they cannot see the truth when it is right in front of them.
Some of the Pharisees heard Jesus make this statement and ask Him if they were blind also. Jesus told them. “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains.” Since they were convinced that their rejection of Christ was righteous, their sin remains.
A Demon-Possessed Son is Delivered
Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit. And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not.”
He answered him and said, O faithless generation, how long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me.” Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.
So He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?”
And he said, “From childhood. And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
Jesus said to him, “If you can believe all things are possible to him who believes.”
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!”
When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!” Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.
And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”
So He said to them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.” Mark 9:17-29
“O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you?” Day after day, everywhere He went, people brought their sick to Him wanting their loved ones to be healed. They wanted demons to be exorcised. Some had faith, some did not. Nevertheless, He did as was asked of Him. He never turned anyone away. He was praised and worshiped as well as hated and heckled and the Jews were plotting to kill Him. He must have been tired!
However, He did ask that they believe in Him. How could anyone not after seeing Him heal their loved ones? “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” The man said he believed, but he could not help but have doubts. He was asking the Lord to help him with those doubts.
When Jesus saw that the people were running toward them, He hurried to cast the demon out to save the man and the boy any further humiliation. Apparently, some demons are stronger than others, that is why the disciples could not cast the demon out.
The Temple Tax
When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”
He said, “Yes.”
And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of this earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?”
Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you.” Matthew 16:24-27
Jesus knew before Peter even said anything what he was going to tell Him about the temple tax. Everyone paid the temple tax with the exception of the king’s son. Since Jesus was God’s son, He was insinuating that He should be exempt from the tax, but knew that those who collected the temple tax would be offended, so he sent Peter out to catch the fish with the tax money in its mouth.
Another Demon Exorcised
Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. And all of the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” Matthew 12:22,23
Christ Heals the Crippled Woman
Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called to her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.
But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.”
The Lord then answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound-think of it-for eighteen years be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”
And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all of the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him. Luke 13:10-17
There is just no doubt about it, one of the biggest problems the Jews had with Jesus was the fact that He performed miracles on the Sabbath and they considered that work. Imagine, if you will, if we in the Christian world observed that law today on Sundays. There would be nowhere to shop, nowhere to go out and eat, no movie theaters open and no sports on TV. Yet, all Jesus ever did on the Sabbath was teach the Word of God and do good things like healing the sick or casting out demons. The religious leaders wanted to kill Him for that.
Jesus had no problem in saying what He thought. Calling the ruler of the synagogue a hypocrite and putting his adversaries to shame was a good thing, but every time He did that it made their hatred for him increase and they plotted even more to kill Him.
Instruction on the Sabbath
Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they watched him closely. And behold, there was a certain man before Him who had dropsy. And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”
But they kept silent. And He took him and healed him, and let him go. Then He answered them, saying, “Which of you having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?” And they could not answer Him regarding these things. Luke 14;1-6
Apparently, one of the Pharisees who was curious about Jesus, invited Him to his house for a meal. Perhaps, he and a couple of lawyers wanted to question Him without a crowd of people around. However, before they got to his home, they met a man who had dropsy. Jesus, knowing the subject matter of the questions that they were going to ask Him, decided to question them first before He healed the man.
Christ Cleanses Ten Lepers
Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”
So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And it was so that as they went, they were cleansed.
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.
So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.” Luke 17:11-19
Leprosy is a horrible skin and nerve disease that can cause disfigurement. It is contagious and back in those days, anyone who had it either lived in a leper colony or was forced to live outside the city and to stay away from other people. If they were ever cured, which was doubtful, they had to go to the priest to be declared clean. Apparently, out of these ten men, nine were Jewish and were in a hurry to go and show themselves to the priests just as Christ had ordered them to do. However, the one man, seeing that he was cured, wanted to thank Jesus for the wonderful thing that He had done for him. He was in no hurry to get to the temple with the other men since he was not allowed there anyway because he was a Gentile. He fell down at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Jesus was moved at the man’s thankfulness and certainly noticed that the other men did not even say thank you or give glory to God.
It is the same today. We are so wrapped up in our wants, needs and daily lives that we sometimes forget to thank God for all of the blessings that we have.
Christ Raises Lazarus
Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore the sisters sent to Him saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”
When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. Then after this He said to His disciples, Let us go to Judea again.”
The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You and You are going there again?”
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” These things He said, and after that, He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.”
Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking a rest in sleep.
Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless, let us go to him.”
Then Thomas, who is called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.”
So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.
Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house. Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is come into the world.”
And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and is calling for you.” As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha had met Him. Then the Jews who were in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb to weep there.”
Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”
Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. And He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”
Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how much He loved him!”
And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?”
Then Jesus, again groaning Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”
Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him and let him go.” John 11:1-44
Jesus knew that His close friend Lazarus was dead when they first came and told Him that he was sick. That is why He continued on for two more days where He was. The disciples knew of the dangers in going back near Jerusalem because the Jews were plotting to kill Jesus and Thomas thought that they would kill the disciples as well. Jesus knew that they would all be safe on their journey as long as He was doing God’s will. He also knew that the resurrection of Lazarus would strengthen the disciples’ faith in Him as well as all of His followers.
Martha knew that if Jesus had been there before her brother’s death, He would have healed him. Even after Lazarus had died, she still had enough faith to believe that he would rise again in the resurrection at the last day. She had no doubt that Jesus was Christ, the Son of God. Her sister Mary felt the same way, but was a bit more reluctant.
When Jesus wept He was not weeping over Lazarus’ death, or for Mary or Martha or the mourners gathered there for He knew that He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead. He wept for everyone who has ever lost a loved one to death. He wept for a world that did not believe in Him.
He is despised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;
He was despised and we did not esteem Him.
Surely, he has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows; Isaiah 53:3,4
Jesus then gave thanks to God and raised Lazarus from the dead. Some of the Jews there saw what Jesus did and believed in Him. While others went to the Pharisees and told them what happened. They, in turn, called for a council in which they discussed what they were going to do about Jesus of Nazareth and plotted to put Him to death.
Blind Bartimaeus Is Healed
Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.
Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.”
And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.
So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?”
The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road. Mark 10:46-52
Christ Meets Nicodemus
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with Him.”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that who ever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does the truth come to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” John 3:1-21
Nicodemus, being a Pharisee and a leader of the Jews, was curious about this Jesus that he had heard so much about and wanted to talk to Him. Why he came at night is unknown. Perhaps, it was because it was the best time of day to talk with Christ since the crowds of people that followed Him around had all gone home or to their camps. Or maybe, it was because he was afraid of being seen talking with this Man that his fellow Pharisees hated so much. Whatever the reason, he came to be a believer in Christ and perhaps, His only friend in the Sanhedrin. He knew that Jesus was a teacher sent from God in this, their first meeting.
Jesus knew what was in Nicodemus’ mind and made a profound statement to get their conversation started. It is obvious that Nicodemus had no idea what Jesus meant when He said that one must be “born again” to enter the kingdom of God. Jesus meant that one must have a cleansing of the soul achieved only through the Holy Spirit through the Word of God at one’s salvation.
When Jesus mentioned Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness so that the people could be healed, (Numbers 21:4-9) He was making a prediction of how He would also be lifted up on the cross so that people may also be healed from their sins and live eternally. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” It is unknown if Nicodemus understood the things Jesus told him that night, but it is assumed that he did because he became a believer of Christ and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes to prepare Christ’s body after He was crucified.
The Woman at the Well
So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.
Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”
Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and livestock?”
Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in a him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”
Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband, and come here.”
The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”
The woman said to Him, “Sir I perceive that You are a prophet. Our Fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, not in Jerusalem shall worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
The woman said to Him, I know that Messiah is coming.” (Who is called Christ) “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”
Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”
And at that point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do you seek?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
The woman then left her water pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, “Come see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Then they went out of the city and came to Him.
In the meantime His disciples urged Him saying, “Rabbi, eat.”
But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”
Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?”
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. Do you not say, ‘there are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored others have labored and you have entered into their labors.”
And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. And many believed because of His own word.
Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” John 4:5-42
The woman was surprised that a Jewish man would speak to a Samaritan woman since there was animosity between the two groups. The Samaritans were considered to be outcasts. The woman did not understand that Christ was talking about her spiritual needs instead of her thirst and her daily chore of carrying water, but she wanted some of that “living water.” Since the woman did not understand that the living water meant spiritual cleansing, Jesus quickly changed the subject and told her to fetch her husband knowing that she did not have one. The woman did not lie to Him, she told Him the truth. The woman was amazed that He knew that she had five husbands in her life and was presently married to none of them.
At that point, the woman knew that Jesus was no ordinary Man and so she asked Him a question that she had thought about all of her life. As a Samaritan, she was taught to believe that the correct place to worship God was Mount Gerizim, the Jews, on the other hand, thought it was Jerusalem. Jesus made it clear to her that the location does not matter to those who truly worship God in their hearts and in their spirit. Jesus then declared to her that he was the Messiah and unlike the Jews, the woman did not question Him, she believed without a doubt.
John uses several examples throughout his gospel that illustrate that sometimes the disciples just did not understand Jesus. In this case, they all marveled at the fact that He would even talk to this woman, but no one dared to ask Him about it. Then, since they were hungry and had been gone buying food, did not understand why He was not eager to eat the food that they had bought and wondered among themselves if anyone or perhaps the woman had given Him something to eat. Jesus told them plainly that His food was to do the will of God. Then He used an analogy that they were sure to understand about the harvest. He was likening the harvest to the lost souls and the unbelieving, He did this frequently.
Unlike some other places that He had been, where they plotted to kill Him or stone Him the Samaritans believed in Him and asked Him to stay with them. He did stay for two more days and many more believed in Him because of His own word.
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them saying, “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food.
Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and stay there till you go out. And when you go into a household, greet it. If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!
Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to the councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.
Now brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
A disciple is not above his teacher, not a servant above his master. It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household. Therefore, do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.
Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. But the very hairs on your head are numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
Therefore, whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.
Do not think I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be those of his own household. He who loves his father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves his son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.
He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.” Matthew 10:5-42
Here, Christ is sending out twelve His apostles and is instructing them. He did not want them to preach to the Gentiles and the Samaritans, but to focus on the on the Jews. He had given them supernatural powers to heal the sick, cast out demons, etc. and for them to remember that He had given them these powers and although they could have made a fortune selling their services, they were to give it to those in need. Although they were allowed to accept support to meet their basic needs. His point was to teach them that they trust the Lord to supply their needs through the people that they ministered to.
The most important thing for them to peach to the people was that the King had come and His kingdom was near. He instructed them to “shake the dust from your feet” if the city or town refused to hear the Word.
In verse 16-23, Christ is making a prophecy telling the apostles that they may be persecuted, but also applying it to His crucifixion and to the end of times just before His second coming.
Do not fear those that can only kill the body, but not the soul. Instead, fear God who can destroy the body as well as the soul. Christ explains to them that God controls everything from selecting a time when a sparrow dies to numbering the hairs on our heads.
Whoever confesses and acknowledges to others that Christ is Lord in his life, Christ will likewise acknowledge before God as His own. Whoever denies Him to other will also be denied by Him before God.
Although sometimes called the Prince of Peace, Jesus is saying that a person’s conversion to Him can result in family problems and persecution. Christ does not want His followers under the delusion of thinking that their lives will be without conflict and that sometimes He will be the cause of the conflict. Christ should always come first in our lives.
The Debate Over Tradition
Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus saying, “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread?”
He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For God commanded saying, ‘Honor your father and mother’; and, ‘He who curses his father or mother, let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever profit you might have received from me is a gift to God’ - then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,
And honor Me with their lips,
But their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’”
When He called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand: Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”
Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”
But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch.”
Then Peter answered and said to Him, “Explain this parable to us.”
“So Jesus said, “Are you still without understanding? Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth and goes into the stomach is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.” Matthew 15:1-20
Obviously, the Pharisees, scribes or some other member of the Jewish religion was always watching every move that Jesus and his apostles made down to every little minor detail, such as washing their hands before eating bread. While they thought that they knew the laws of Moses, this illustrates that they actually did not for there is no written law that one must wash their hands before eating except for the priest who had to wash their hands before eating holy offerings.
The transgression that Jesus was mentioning is the 5th of the ten commandments. However, some of the people back in that time claimed that they could not help support their parents because they dedicated money to God, who was greater than their parents. The rabbis approved this exception to Moses’ commandments and voided God’s law.
Jesus’ quote from Isaiah pretty much summed up Judaism in that day and it is still just as relevant today in all religions wanting to worship God, but following the doctrines of men.
“Hear and understand:” Jesus was putting this as simple as He could to the crowd of people there that day. It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a man; but what comes out of it. It is not what you eat or drink, it is the words that come out of your mouth.
Of course, the Pharisees were offended when they heard this and the disciples came to Jesus and told Him so. Jesus simply said, “Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.” Meaning whatever is not of God will be destroyed. “Let them alone. They are the blind leaders leading the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”
Peter was still having a problem with the “Not what goes into the mouth” statement and he had to ask the Lord what that meant. Jesus explained it to him even further stating, “…those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” Even though Christ explained it to him again, Peter still had a hard time
accepting and it took him years to understand.
Debate Over A Sign From Heaven
Then the Pharisees and the Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” And He left them and departed.
Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread. Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
And they reasoned among themselves saying, “It is because we have taken no bread.”
But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among yourselves because you brought no bread? Do you not understand, or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up? How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?-but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Matthew 16:1-12
As if healing the sick, feeding five thousand people and all of the other signs that Jesus had done were not enough, the Pharisees and Sadducees wanted another sign for proof that Jesus was their long awaited Savior whose coming had been foretold by the prophets for years. A Man they could not recognize even though He was standing right in front of them. Jesus refused to give them a sign and rebuked them. The only sign that He would give would be the same sign a Jonah who spent three days and three nights in the belly of a large fish. What Christ is referring to and they did not understand is that He would spend the same amount of time in His tomb after His crucifixion and then rise again. Of course, even if they understood what He was saying, they would refuse to believe that sign as well.
“Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” Leaven is commonly known as yeast or another fermenting agent that causes dough to rise so the disciples thought that Jesus was talking about bread since they had forgotten to bring the food. He pointed out to them about the miracle of feeding the five thousand and the feeding of the four thousand so they need not worry about the bread for they would have plenty no matter what. He went on to explain that the leaven that He was referring to was the doctrine of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.
You Are the Rock
When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”
So, they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
And I also say to you that you are Peter and on this rock I will build My church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. Matthew 16:13-20
Although He had alluded to the fact several times, this is the first time that Jesus revealed His true identity to the apostles, that He was the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Revelation of His Death
From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and be raised on the third day.
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”
But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” Matthew 16:21-23
After being told that he was the rock in which Christ will build His church and given the keys to the kingdom of heaven, Peter was quickly rebuked by the Lord. Peter loved Jesus and believed that He was Christ, he did not want to even think about the Lord being killed and wanted to protect Him. He could not see that His death and resurrection was part of the Lord’s mission.
Revelation of Jesus’ Reward
Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels and then He will reward each according to his works. Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” Matthew 16:24-28
Once again, Christ reminds us that being one of His followers is not easy, there will be hardships. Whoever desires to save his life will lose it. There is not a man who has ever lived that has not died and there are none living today that will not die. If a rich man dies and is not saved through Christ, what good is his riches in death? One certainly cannot buy their way out of the grave or hell and no one can buy their way into heaven. Money is worthless in the afterlife.
Jesus will come for His own in the glory of the Father with His angels and will reward each of us according to our works. “…there are some standing here who shall not taste death until they see the Son of Man in His kingdom.” The disciples He was talking to in his statement was Peter, John and James. He did not mean that they would not die, what he was talking about was the transfiguration that was going to happen in six days.
The Transfiguration
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking to Him. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” When they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”
And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?”
Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist. Matthew 17:1-13
Throughout the gospels, the apostles mentioned most frequently among the twelve is Peter, John and James, possibly because they were the ones closest to Christ. So close, in fact, that He chose them to see this wondrous sight. He wanted them to see Him in His glory. At this point, seeing Christ’s face shine like the sun and his clothes glowing like a bright light did not frighten the disciples. Nor did the appearance of Elijah and Moses. It was not until God spoke that they became afraid and fell on their faces.
The Greatest in Heaven
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”
Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.
Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes!
If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.
Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven. For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. Matthew 18:1-11
Jesus often thought of His followers as children and He frequently used children as examples to illustrate His teachings. The followers of Christ should be like children, just as they have faith that their parents will provide for them, we should have faith that God will provide our needs for us. Simply stated, we are all God’s children.
It would be better for a man to be drowned in the sea with a millstone around his neck than to cause a follower of Jesus, an adult or child, to sin. While this may seem like a harsh punishment, it is also a just one. However, it should be noted that as an adult follower of Christ with a reasonable capacity of thought, a true Christian should know better and Christians especially should never lead another Christian to sin. In this world of today, believers are bombarded with negative views of Jesus to the point where some of us might even question our faith. This is apparent in all media including TV shows, music, literature, movies and even in the news. Educated idiots and atheistic entertainers scoff at our beliefs and faith and insult our intelligence in their attempts to belittle our Lord with their agnostic views. Surely, they have their reward.
The Offended Brother
“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained a brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” Matthew 18:15-17
Should your brother or sister or anyone else wrong you, you should go to them and tell them your grievance in private. If then you can work things out, you have gained a brother. If it does not work out, go to the second step which follows Deuteronomy 19:15.
Instruction About Forgiveness
Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” Matthew 18:21,22
I am sure that Peter thought that he was being more than generous in forgiving up to seven times when he asked his question, but the Lord made it clear that forgiving someone up to seven times is still not enough nor is 490 times. The point is that we should never stop forgiving someone. However, that does not mean that we cannot think of them as a heathen or tax collector, we can and should still forgive them.
Divorce
Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. And great multitudes followed Him, and he healed them there.
Then the Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”
And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ’For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh’? Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”
They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and put her away?”
He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”
His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”
But He said to them, “All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given, For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother’s womb and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it.”
Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His hands on them and departed from there. Matthew 19:1-15
Jesus had covered the question of divorce in His Sermon on the Mount, but obviously, divorce was a big issue back in those days as well as today. It is clear that God never intended for us to divorce except in the case of fornication.
The Eye of the Needle
Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?”
So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”
He said to Him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “You shall not murder;’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”
The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow Me.”
But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”
When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?”
But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.”
Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See we have left all and followed You. Therefore, what shall we have?”
So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” Matthew 19:16-30
Apparently, the rich young man came to Jesus because he had heard that Jesus was promising eternal life and, of course, he wanted it. He may or may not have been a follower of Christ, and his greeting showed some degree of shrewdness as if he were a man that usually got what he wanted. From His reaction, Jesus probably knew this about the man as soon as he greeted Him and simply told the man to keep the commandments. When the young man asked which ones, Jesus named off six and I would suspect that the man had a problem with one or more of these or Christ would not have listed these particular ones although the young man denied this and told Jesus that he had kept those since his youth. When he asked Jesus what he still lacked, Jesus went to the heart of the matter for the rich man, his money. He told the man to sell what he had and give it to the poor and He promised the man that he would then have treasure in heaven. Then He invited the man to follow Him. The man had great possessions and when he heard this, he was disappointed, but decided that he would rather have what he had than have treasures in heaven with eternal life.
Jesus told his disciples then that it was hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven and pointed out that it was easier for a camel to walked through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven, but added that with God, all things are possible. The point here is that for most rich people, their wealth is more important than anything else. Perhaps, they have their just reward.
A Woman Caught in Adultery
Now early in the morning He came again to the temple, and all of the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him. “Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?” This they said testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.
So when they continued asking Him, He raised up and said to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of your’s?” Has no one condemned you?”
She said, “No one, Lord.”
And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” John 8:2-11
In another attempt to trap Jesus, the Pharisees brought a woman that was caught in the act of adultery to Him. According to the laws of Moses, Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22, the penalty for such an act was to be put to death. They were certain that they had Him here because he would lose all credibility if he did not follow the law of Moses and, on the other hand, He would damage His reputation as a compassionate, forgiving, healer. He must have been weary from the Pharisees, Sadducees and all of the other nonbelievers. He simply stooped down and wrote in the dirt with His finger as if He did not hear them, but when He stood back up and told them that the one who was without sin should throw the first stone, their party was over for even they knew that they all had sinned.
The Good Shepherd
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; and I know my sheep. And am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.
Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have the power to take it again. This command I have received from my Father.”
Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings. And many of them said, “He has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to Him?
Others said, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” John 10:11-21
Metaphorically speaking, Jesus referred to us as sheep and He is our shepherd. The hireling in this case are the religious leaders who work for money alone and do not really care us and usually leave when trouble comes. They most certainly they do not care enough for us to lay down their lives for us. Like sheep, believers all around the world know their Master. No matter if they are a scholar or just know Him only by His name, they know that Jesus is Lord and that He died so that they may have forgiveness of their sins.
Since Jesus ministered primarily to the Jews, the other folds He refers to are the other people of other religions all over the world. He also stresses the point that although He laid down His life for us, He had the power to take it back again.
I and My Father are one
Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.”
Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?”
The Jews answered Him saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make yourself God.”
Jesus answered them. “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, “You are gods’”? If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be broken), do you say of Him whom the father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; believe the works, that you may know and believe the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out of their hand. John 10:22-39
Not for a minute did the Jews think that Jesus was who He said He was, they just wanted Him to declare that He was the Messiah so they could justify their planned attack on Him. Jesus had already told them and yet, they did not believe in either His works or His words. He simply told them that they are not of His sheep and ends with “I and My Father are one.” The Jews were ready to stone Him after that statement and Jesus asked them for which of His good works do they stone Him. When the Jews tell Him that they are going to stone Him not for His good works, but because He makes himself out to be God, Jesus quoted Psalms 82:6 I said, “You are gods…” Here, God is calling men, such as kings, rulers, presidents, gods. What Jesus is saying is that if men can be called gods, can not He, the Messiah, call himself the Son of God? “…that the Father is in Me and I in Him.” They sought to seize Him again after that statement, but He escaped, perhaps miraculously, because the time was not yet.
Mary Anoints Christ
Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.
But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and he had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.
But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”
Now a great many Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus. John 12:1-11
Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, had known Jesus and loved Him. Of course, they knew that He was the Messiah and if there was a doubt in their minds, they certainly knew after He had raised Lazarus from the dead. What an honor it must have been to have God in their home and sit with Him at the table to eat the meal that Mary and Martha cooked. While Martha served, Mary got the expensive spikenard oil and began rubbing Jesus’ feet with it and drying them with her hair. While she was showing her love and devotion for him, she had no idea that act was symbolizing getting Him prepared for His burial.
It does not state who the Jews were that were there but they were curious about Lazarus, a man who was dead, but was brought back to life and sitting there at the table eating and talking with Jesus. They were plotting to kill him as well as Jesus because of him being raised from the dead, many of the Jews were leaving the Jewish faith and becoming Christians.
Matthew has this story right before the last supper at Simon the leper’s house. Here, John has it at Lazarus’ house. The two stories are so similar that it is doubtful that they were two separate occasions. In the end, it makes no difference where the story is placed, it just makes more sense to me that it was at Lazarus’ house because the Jews were plotting to kill him before the entry into Jerusalem.
The Triumphal Entry
Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethpage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.”
All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying:
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Behold, your king is coming to you,
Lowly, and sitting on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.”
So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying:
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”
And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”
So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus knew exactly where the young donkey and his mother would be tied and sent two disciples to fetch them. The young donkey had never been ridden before and the mare donkey was probably brought along to ensure that the young donkey would cooperate for this entry into Jerusalem. The disciples likely put their cloaks on the young donkey to make the ride more comfortable for Jesus. Others put their cloaks and other garments on the road as well as tree branches and palm leaves. This was done in the old days as an act of paying homage to royalty. This entry into Jerusalem became known as Palm Sunday, the Sunday before the Passover. The day the Lamb of God came to Jerusalem to be sacrificed at Passover.
The Cleansing of the Temple
Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of thieves.’” Matthew 21:12,13
Passover is a celebration of the deliverance of the Jews out of slavery in Egypt when the angel of death passed over the Jewish homes in Egypt whose doorpost were smeared with lamb’s blood. Over the years it became the greatest feast of the Jews. Every Jewish male from twelve years old would make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem each year. Because some of them traveled long distances, it was not practical for them to bring their own sacrificial animal to Jerusalem where they slaughtered the lambs between 3 and 6 pm. Therefore, merchants selling animals to be sacrificed to the travelers set up shop in the outer courts of the temple. In addition to the merchants, there were also money changers willing to trade foreign money for the proper silver coins to pay the temple tax at a profit.
Jesus had seen this before at previous Passovers and had even cleansed the temple once before according to John 2:13-25
The Messiah Teaches
But Jesus answered them saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.
Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”
Therefore the people that stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”
Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” This He said, signifying by what death He would die.
The people answered Him, “We have heard from the law that the Christ remains forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?”
The Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light. These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them. John 12:23-36
Up to this point, Jesus’ hour had always been in the future, now, it had come. As a grain of wheat falls and dies in the ground, it sprouts and produces much grain. So shall be the Son of Man. His crucifixion and death was to be the salvation for many. Although He knew that His hour had come and He would be the Sacrificial Lamb of the sins of many, Jesus knew that He would die a slow agonizing death and He was not looking forward to it. He was God in human form and as a human, he felt frightened. As He fought back His doubts and fears He glorified the Father.
A voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” This is the third time that the Father had answered His Son in an audible voice. Some of the people thought it was just thunder, others thought it was an angel and Jesus explained to them that the voice was for their benefit and told them that now is the judgment of the world. Satan would be cast out and that He, by being lifted up on the cross would bring all peoples to Himself. By saying that He did not mean that all of the people of the world would now follow Him, he meant that people from all over the world would follow him, not just the Jews or the Gentiles.
The people began to question Him, He claimed to be the Christ and His kingdom would last forever and here He was talking about dying. They could not see or understand God’s plan of salvation. Jesus answered them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest the darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become the sons of light.”
Jesus Cries Out
Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me, but in Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him-the words that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave me a command, what I should say and what I should speak. And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.” John 12:44-50
Out of the Mouth of Babes
Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant and said to Him, “Do you hear what these are saying?”
And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read,
‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants
You have perfected praise’?”
Then He left them and went out to the city of Bethany, and He lodged there. Matthew 21:14-17
The Cursing of the Fig Tree
Now in the morning as He returned to the city, He was hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” Immediately the fig tree withered away.
And when the disciples they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither away so soon?”
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and cast into the sea,’ it will be done. And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” Matthew 21:18-22
Question of Jesus’ Authority
Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?”
But Jesus answered and said to them, “I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things: The baptism of John-where was it from? From heaven or from men?”
And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet. So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.”
And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. Matthew 21:23-27
The chief priests and the elders were setting a trap for Jesus with they came to Him to ask their question. They wanted and expected Him to say that His authority came directly from God which He had said before, but this time they wanted to charge Him with blasphemy and kill Him.
Jesus told them that He would answer their question if they could answer His question first. He wanted to expose them for their lack of authority and successfully did so.
The Parable of the Two Sons
“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said to Him, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe in him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.” Matthew 21:28-32
What a person says and what a person does are two different things, that is the point of this parable. Christ then chastises the priests and elders telling them that tax collectors and harlots will enter the kingdom of God before they will because they are religious hypocrites. They saw and heard John the Baptist, but they did not believe him, they saw and heard Christ, but they did not believe Him.
The Parable of the Landowner
“Hear another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to the vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him.
Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?”
They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits of their season.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
‘The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstones.
This was the Lord’s doing,
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?
Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind them to powder.”
Now when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking of them. But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes because they took Him for a prophet. Matthew 21:33-46
The landowner in this parable is God, the vineyard is Israel, the vinedressers are the Jews. God leased the land to the Jews and went back to His kingdom leaving the Jews in charge. The servants that were sent were the prophets and the Jewish leaders treated them poorly and in some cases, killed them. The son that was sent is Jesus and they killed Him as well seeking His inheritance.
When Jesus asked them what the owner will do to the vinedressers, the Jewish leaders pronounced their own judgment. The kingdom will be given to other vinedressers, namely the Church that is made up mainly of Gentiles. The stone that the builders rejected is Christ, He is the chief cornerstone. The chief priests and the Pharisees rightly perceived that He was talking about them.
The Parable of the Marriage Feast
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.”’ But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murders and burned up their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready but those who were invited were not worthy. Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ So those servants went out to the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests.
But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into the outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
For many are called, but few are chosen.” Matthew 22:1-14
This parable is similar to the one before it. The king in this parable is, of course, God. The invited ones are the Jews. The king’s servants are the Old Testament prophets. The people on the highway are the Gentiles. The man without a wedding garment is the one who was called, but is still disobedient to God.
Conflict with the Pharisees and Herodians
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk. And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians saying, “Teacher, we know that You are true and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”
But Jesus perceived their wickedness and said, “Why do you test Me, you hypocrites? Show Me the tax money.”
So they brought Him a denarius.
And He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?”
They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way. Matthew 22:15-22
Although the Pharisees and the Herodians were not allies, they joined forces along the Sadducees because they all saw Jesus as a threat and plotted to kill Him. It was good planning that they questioned Christ about taxes to Caesar, it was however a trick question. If He would have answered no to their question, the Herodians would have charged Him with treason against Rome. If He would have answered yes, the Pharisees would have said that he was unfaithful to the Jews. Of course, Jesus knew that they were going to try to trap Him when they walked up to ask their question and told them so by calling them hypocrites. Apparently, His answer shut them up and they left in awe of the Man, of course thinking all the while about how they were going to entrap Him.
Conflict with the Sadducees
The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him and ask Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. The first died after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her.”
Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His teaching. Matthew 22:23-33
Believing in the Pentateuch, the first five books of the bible attributed to Moses, the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection or in angels. Yet, in order to try to trap Jesus and expose Him as a fraud, they came up with this ridiculous question about the childless woman and the seven brothers. This law is written in Deuteronomy 25:5-10, asking whose wife will she be in the resurrection.
Jesus answered them clearly stating in the resurrection that they are neither marry or given in marriage, but are like angels. Then told them that God is not the God of the dead, but of the living. The kingdom of heaven is a indeed a spiritual world.
The Greatest Commandment
But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
The Son of David
While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?
They said to Him, “The Son of David.”
He said to the. “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying:
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at My right hand,
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool’?
If David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” And no one was able to answer Him, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore. Matthew 22:41-46
Growing tired of their questions, Jesus had His own question for the self righteous Jews. One that He knew that they could not answer. The Son of David was a common messianic title in those days, so why then would David call Him Lord? They were not able to answer and from that day on, they did not question Him.
Jesus Characterizes the Pharisees
Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen of men. They make their phylacteries broad and the enlarge the borders of their garments. They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. Matthew 23:1-12
The Pharisees that sat in Moses’ seat had the authority to instruct people in the law and adding their human traditions to the Word of God. Jesus was telling the multitudes to observe what they say as long as it pertains to the Word of God. Phylacteries is a Jewish aid to prayer. They are either of two small leather boxes containing slips of paper with scriptures written on them and are traditionally worn by Jewish men during morning weekday prayers to remind men of their religious duties. The Pharisees broadened their’s to make it seem that they were more spiritual than anyone else. They wanted others to think that they were spiritual and enjoyed all of the benefits that it brought them, but in reality, they were spiritually empty and drug down in human tradition.
Christ is not saying that we cannot call our dads father, or refer to a school teacher as teacher, those are titles of respect in everyday life, but we are not to call anyone that in a spiritual sense.
Jesus Condemns the Pharisees
“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widow’s houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift? Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise, and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!
Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish that the outside of them may be clean also.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous , and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.’
Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are the sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your father’s guilt. Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth from the blood of the righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation.” Matthew 23:13-36
Ignoring God, the Pharisees sought righteousness for themselves and leading by example, taught others to do the same. Therefore, they could not enter the kingdom of heaven and was blocking the way for the others as well. To hide their corruption, they outwardly made long prayers and seemed righteous to others.
A proselyte is a new convert to a religious faith or a political doctrine. In this case, it is probably a Gentile converted to the Jewish faith. Since he was following the ways of the spiritually bankrupt Pharisees, he becomes destined for hell.
As a way of making their words sound good, the Pharisees had decided that they could swear by the temple and it would not be binding, but if they swore by the gold in the temple, they would be obligated to keep their words.
The same is true with the altar, they could swear by it and not be held responsible, but if they swore by the gifts on the altar, they would be held responsible. Jesus pointed out to them that this practice is wrong, swearing by things is the same as swearing by God.
Weighing out one tenth of garden herbs for tithes is an example of how far the Pharisees attention to detail had become for their self righteous, outward appearances to others, but while they were mindful of small details, they were forgetting weightier matters of the law such as justice, mercy and faith. They would even go so far as to strain their beverages to make sure that they would not accidentally swallow a gnat which was considered an unclean insect. Jesus’ point was that in their attention to detail, such as straining out a gnat, they would forget the bigger issues at hand and swallow a camel. The camel is one of the largest of the unclean animals.
The Pharisees’ focus on external issues were the subject of what Jesus was saying to them. Washing the outside of the cup while the inside is still dirty, Whitewashing tombs so that they appear bright and clean while inside they were full of decay.
“If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.” A self-righteous claim that they would have been innocent in the deaths of the prophets. They placed the blame on their fathers and all the while, they were plotting to kill Jesus. Indeed, they were a brood of vipers. How could they escape the condemnation of hell? They could not. True to Jesus’ prediction, they would continue to kill the prophets and wise men in the future that the Lord sent including His own disciples.
Jesus Laments Over Jerusalem
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” Matthew 23:37-39
Upon His entry to Jerusalem and several times before, Christ had called the temple the house of His Father, but here, He is taking away the blessings that God had given to Israel and removing God from their temple as He departed. And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” In the not too distant future, in A.D. 70, came the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. The Lord’s blessing will not come back to Israel until they accept the fact that Jesus is Lord and Savior.
The Tribulation
Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming and at the end of the age?”
And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all of these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All of these are the beginning of sorrows.
Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand) “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened.
Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand.
Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.” Matthew 24:3-26
The disciples came asking these questions because they were no different than people are today. When is the Second Coming and when is the end of the age? They were curious. They all agreed that Jesus was the Messiah and they believed in Him. They had heard all the stories about Him, read prophecies about Him. They, like all of Israel thought that the Messiah was going to be a conquering hero and was going to run the Romans out, defeat all of Israel’s enemies and sit up a kingdom where he would rule. Instead, they got Jesus who preached faith, love and mercy. In the disciples’ minds, He was still going to rule His kingdom there in the near future, they just could not figure out when.
True to His words, there have been many that have come in His name and have deceived many. There have been a few that have implied that they are Christ. As for the wars, there have been wars and rumors of wars since the time of Christ. Some greater than others. Some have said that Hitler was the antichrist and at the time, it possibly did seem so, but he was not. Nation has risen up against nation and continue to do so to this day. Certainly there have been famines, pestilences and earthquakes in various places, but these are only the beginning of sorrows.
His apostles were delivered up to tribulation dying different deaths and today Christians around the world are persecuted. Some nations are offended at Christianity just as they were years ago. People betray each other, hate each other, lawlessness abounds in our country and the love of many has certainly grown cold and all of these things are to only escalate toward the end, but the gospel of the kingdom of God must be preached in all the world before the end will come.
Many have thought that the ‘abomination of desolation’ spoken of by Daniel happened in 168 B.C. when the king of Syria took over Jerusalem, made the altar in the temple into a shine to Zeus and sacrificed a pig on it. Others have thought it was when the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. and that was to be in the future when Jesus spoke these words, but remember that Jesus had taken God’s blessing from that temple, therefore, it was no longer a holy place. Jesus was talking about a future time when the antichrist would take over the new temple and set up an image of himself. When that time comes, those in Judea should run to the mountains for the tribulation will then begin and the disaster will be so great that no one on the face of the earth will be saved unless those days are shortened and God will shorten those days for the sake of the elect.
If anyone claims to be Christ, do not believe them. If anyone says that He is here or there, do not believe them. Some will show great signs and wonders, but do not believe them. Do not be deceived. When Christ does come, everyone on the face of the earth will know it instantaneously, there will be no mistake about it.
The Second Coming
“For as lightening comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.
Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matthew 24:27-31
Christ’s coming will be as fast as lightening and will be seen by the whole world at the same time. It will be instant, it will be bright and it will be powerful.
A carcass is easy to find because of the circling eagles, vultures and other flesh eating birds hovering above before they go down to the body. The figure of speech here also refers to the judgment that will occur at His return.
Isaiah 13:9-11 says that when the day of the Lord comes, it will be cruel with wrath and anger, the land will become desolate and He will destroy the sinners. The stars will not give their light, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not shine. The world will be punished for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity and the arrogance of the proud will be halted. Joel 2:31,32 says the sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord. It also states that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. With a loud blast from a great trumpet, all of the elect in heaven and on earth will then be gathered together before Christ.
The Parable of the Fig Tree
“Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that is near-at the doors! Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” Matthew 24:32-35
Jesus was not talking about the generation that was living during His time, he was referring to a future generation that would see all of the signs that He has previously mentioned. The point of His parable is when you see these signs, you know that the time is near.
Illustration of the Days of Noah
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Matthew 24:36-44
Although the people in Noah’s day had some signs that the flood was coming, they chose to ignore them and continue on with their everyday lives. Noah preached to them, but they ignored him thinking that he was the crazy man down the road building this big boat nowhere near the sea. The people did not believe up until the day that the rains came and swept them away. Christ is telling us here to be ready, we see the signs and know that the time is near.
It cannot be certain if the two men working in the field and two women at the grind mill are taken into the rapture or taken into judgment. Either way, they suddenly found themselves in front of the Lord. The point here is to be always be ready.
Illustration if the Two Servants
“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant who his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 24:45-51
Christ is teaching here to be ready in case He comes sooner than expected and to be patient and prepared in case He comes later than expected. For no one except the Father knows when that hour will be. In short, be ready at all times. The good servant here is a believer, the evil servant is an unbeliever, but all unbelievers, as well as believers, are held accountable to Christ.
The Parable of the Ten Virgins
“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.
And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ Then all of those virgins arouse and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day or the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.” Matthew 25:1-13
This parable is another example of being ready at all times.
The Parable of the Talents
For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is your’s.’
But his lord answered and said, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has ten talents.
For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; for from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” Matthew 25:14-30
This parable is about wasted opportunity. The man who goes on a journey is Christ, the servants are followers given different levels of responsibility. According to the parable, all who are faithful are fruitful. Although the men did not receive the same level of responsibility, they were rewarded equally according to their works except for the unfaithful servant who wanted to blame his master for his misfortunes. The moral of the story is simply this; the faithful will be rewarded, the unfaithful will not.
The Judgment of the Gentiles
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’
Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and Take you in, or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You? And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger and you did not take Me in; naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’
Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” Matthew 25:31-46
This judgment is sometimes called the judgment of the nations and is not to be confused with the Great White Throne Judgment. All the nations will gather before Him and He will separate the believers (sheep) from the nonbelievers, (goats) and those that do His will from those who do not.
Just as life in heaven will be eternal for the blessed, so too will be the everlasting punishment of the wicked in hell. Hell is described throughout the Bible as an everlasting fire, a place of shame and everlasting contempt, torment, and everlasting destruction. The ones sentenced there suffer consciously day and night and will recognize the perfect justice of God and must admit that their sentence there is just and that they can only blame themselves for their predicament.
The Religious Leaders Plot to Kill Jesus
Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His disciples, “You know that after two days will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”
Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him. But they said, Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” Matthew 26:1-5
Jesus knew exactly what was going to take place, He had come into the world for this very reason, to take away the sins of the world through his crucifixion. Caiaphas, the high priest, his chief priests, the scribes and the elders all plotted to kill Jesus throughout His ministry and He always avoid His enemies’ plots, but now His time had come and He was ready. The Jewish leaders decided to postpone their plan to kill Jesus because of the Passover. Little did they know that they could not, God’s appointed time had come.
Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?” And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver. So from that time he sought the opportunity to betray Him. Matthew 26:14-16
Judas and his love for money finally sealed his fate by agreeing to betray Christ, a task that he was chosen for from the very beginning.
The Passover is Prepared
Now on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare You to eat the Passover?”
And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with My disciples”’”
So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. Matthew 26:17-19
In Mark and Luke’s version of this story, they added that the disciple’s would be able to identify the man because he would be carrying a pitcher of water.
Christ Washes the Disciples’ Feet
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.
And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord are You washing my feet?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”
Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”
Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”
Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean but not all of you.: For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”
So when He had washed their feet, taken his garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.
If I then, you Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.’ Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe that I am He. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” John 13:1-20
John is the only gospel that records this story and while it is an important one, the wording also raises a couple of questions concerning the Passover as well as the times of day. The chronological order between John’s gospel and those of Matthew, Luke and Mark is sometimes different in relation to the Last Supper and the crucifixion. The other gospels have Jesus and the disciples eating the Last Supper on Nisan 14, Thursday evening, and Jesus being crucified on Friday while John says later that the trial and crucifixion were on the day of Preparation for the Passover. In doing research one can find that the several variations on the Passover, the Day or Preparation, the Sabbath and what day of the week that they might fall on. The days were calculated differently in those days. For instance, Jews in northern Palestine calculated days from sunrise to sunrise, while others from the southern regions calculated days from sunset to sunset. A person can reason and try to sort it all out, they can spend hours doing research on the subject and end up with nothing more than speculation. Why not just concentrate of the facts? Jesus came to Jerusalem to be the Sacrificial Lamb to die for our sins. Since that statement is true, does it really matter what day of the week it was? We honor Good Friday as the day in which He was crucified, does it really matter if it was really Thursday or even Wednesday? Jesus said that He would be in the tomb for three days and three nights and we can be sure that He was indeed. That is all we need to know. We know that He arose from the dead, does it really matter if it was Saturday evening, or Sunday morning?
John wrote in the above verse that “supper being ended” when Jesus washed the disciples feet and then sat back down at the table and ate some more. Is that unusual according to the other gospels? Not really when you consider that this Last Supper was in fact, their Passover meal and the Passover meal is typically eaten in fifteen steps.
Judas the Betrayer
Now as they were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me.”
And they were exceedingly sorrowful and each of them began to say to Him, “Lord, is it I?”
He answered and said, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the dish will betray Me. The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have good for that man if he had not been born.”
Then Judas, who was betraying Him answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?”
He said to him, “You have said it.” Matthew 26:21-25
John records that Jesus dipped a piece of bread and gave it to Judas and as he took the bread, Satan entered him. Jesus then told him, “What you do, do quickly.” And having received the piece of bread, he went out immediately into the night.
The Lord’s Supper
And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” Matthew 26:26-29
In this passage Jesus changed Passover into the Lord’s last supper instating the new covenant. Since covenants were made official with the sacrificial animal’s blood, the blood here is the blood of Jesus Christ shed for the forgiveness of our sins.
Christ Foretells Peter’s Denial
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written:
‘I will strike the Shepherd,
And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”
Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.”
Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”
Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!”
And so said all the disciples. Matthew 26:30-35
Peter’s promise to the Lord was, of course, broken in just a matter of a few hours, as was all of the disciples’ promise that they would die with Him before they would deny Him.
Christ Comforts His Disciples
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that, where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.
Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.”
Phillip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.”
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Phillip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.
Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.
If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever-the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.
A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”
Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.
These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. You have heard Me say to you, ’I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ’I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.
And now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.” John 14:1-31
Anticipating the turmoil that would soon be in their lives, Jesus comforts His disciples knowing that they did not understand what was about to take place. In His Father’s house there are many mansions and Jesus is preparing them for all of us now. He told His disciples that night and His words still stand today that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. No one goes to the Father except through Him. Those of us who know Christ, know the Father for they are one and the same. The greater works that they would do is in a spiritual sense instead of physical because they would soon bring the power of the Holy Spirit to all who would believe.
“If you ask anything in My name, I will do it,” does not mean pray for anything you want to for selfish reasons. It should be for the Lord’s glory alone. People mistakenly think that whatever they ask for in Jesus’ name, will happen for them, but that is not the case. How many times have you heard people in church and preachers on TV end their prayer, “In Jesus’ name we pray…” Your prayers always have to be in accordance to God’s will, not your own will. Otherwise, they are just words.
Keeping Christ’s commandments is hard even for devout followers. The Helper Jesus is referring to here is the Holy Spirit who had not been sent yet. With the Holy Spirit, Jesus promises never to leave us alone.
The Relationship of Believers to Christ
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. For every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it might bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and my Words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be my disciples.
As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you, abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” John 15:1-11
In this metaphor, Jesus is the vine, the believers are the branches and the Father is the vinedresser. The Father cutting off the dead or non bearing branches so they the good branches will bear more fruit is symbolic of the unbelievers and the ones who rejected Christ are gathered and taken away in judgment.
The Relationship of Believers to Each Other
This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. These things I command you, that you love one another.” John 15:12-17
Love one another. That is Christ’s greatest commandment for us and while it may sound simple, it is difficult and sometimes impossible especially in this day and time. Christ laid down His life for us and he expects that we do the same for each other.
The Relationship of Believers to the World
“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the world might be fulfilled which was written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’
But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.” John 15:18-27
The world hates Jesus because Satan is the ruler of this world in his rebellion against God. The world not only hates Jesus, but His followers as well and the Father who sent Him into the world. Jesus is telling His disciples and well as all of His followers then and now to expect the same treatment that He received while He was here. Since Jesus did come into the world and the world knows of Him, there is no excuse for the unbeliever’s sin of not believing. If they hate Jesus, they also hate God who sent Him. “They hated me without a cause” is quoted from Psalm 35:19.
The Promise of the Holy Spirit
These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them.
And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.
But now I go away to Him that sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. John 16:1-15
Jesus wanted the disciples to know what was going to happen to them in the near future as far as them preaching the gospel and so He emphasizes that point here. In the beginning, He did not need to tell them because He was there with them, but now that He was about to leave, they needed to know. He explains to them that it is for their benefit that He goes away so that the Holy Spirit can come to them.
The greatest sin of all is the sin of not believing in Christ. If you do not believe, how can you be forgiven of your sins? The world is under Satan’s rule and even Satan himself will be judged in the end. Satan has long worked to turn people away from Christ and will continue to do so until the very end. To some, it appears that the death of Christ was Satan’s greatest victory, but in reality, it became the cornerstone of his destruction.
The Prediction of Christ’s Death and Resurrection
“A little while and you will not see Me; and again in a little while, you will see Me because I go to the Father.”
Then some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is this that He says to us, ’A little while and you will not see Me; and again in a little while, you will see Me because I go to the Father’?” They said therefore, “What is this that He says, ’A little while’? We do not know what He is saying.”
Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, A little while, and you will not see Me; and again in a little while, and you will see Me’? Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.
And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give to you. Until now, you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.
These things I have spoken to you in figurative language, but the time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and believe that I came forth from God. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.”
His disciples said to Him, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech. Now we are sure that You know all things and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God.”
Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
Although Jesus was talking about His crucifixion, His resurrection, His ascension and the coming of the Holy Spirit, the disciples did not understand Him. He also was telling them that He and the Holy Spirit are one just as He and God are one. He also was telling them that they would weep and lament while the world rejoiced, but that their sorrow will be turned into joy after He has risen and no one would ever be able to take that joy away from them. In prayer they should ask the Father in Jesus’ name since He would no longer be with them physically, but would be spiritually.
Since Jesus often spoke to them in parables and in figurative speech, He was now telling them plainly about the Father and that the Father loved them because they had loved Jesus and believed that He had come from God. Now, the hour had come and they would soon be scattered and would leave Him.
Christ Prays for Himself
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” John 17:1-5
Jesus knew that this was the end, He knew that He was about to be crucified. He asked that the Father glorify Him and knew that His death would be the event that did glorify Him. He received then as he does now the love and worship of millions whose sins He bore. Knowing that His work on earth was done, Jesus asks that He might return to the Father and have the glory that He shared with Him before the world began.
Christ Prays for His Disciples
“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have believed that You sent Me.
I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. Now I am no longer in the world, but these things are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scrpiture might be fulfilled. But now I come to You and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your Word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I have also sent them into the world. And for their sake I sanctify Meself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth.” John 17:6-19
Jesus is stressing that the believers were given to Him by the Father and that they were the Father’s first before their conversion. He declares the faith of the disciples to be true and knowing that His death was imminent, He prayed for His disciples because they would have to remain in the world where they would have to face hatred and temptation. He kept the twelve except for Judas who He identifies as the “son of perdition.” The betrayal of Judas was not Jesus’ failure for it was prophesied in scripture. He asks for protection for the disciples from Satan and the evilness of this world.
Christ Prays for All Believers
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one. I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that they world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me. And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” John 17:20-26
Jesus prays for all believers here that we may all be together as one just as He and the Father are one.
Jesus’ Three Prayers
Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go pray over there.” And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My souls is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”
He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”
Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.
So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then He came to His disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.” Matthew 26:36-46
Since Gethsemane was a frequent meeting place for Jesus and the disciples, Judas probably knew just right where they would be. Although Jesus was well aware of the torture that He was about to endure, part of His distress was also knowing that the cup that He was about to drink would be God’s wrath against sin. As a man, Jesus would surely feel all the pain as any normal man would feel and would feel that pain until His death and it is certain that He was not looking forward to that. In a struggle between His human feelings and the divine will of His Father, He had to surrender His own will to the Father which would take away the sins of the world.
Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest
While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him.” Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.
But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?”
Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took Him. And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear.
But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot pray to my Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels? How then could the Scripture be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple, and you did not seize Me. But all this was done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all of the disciples forsook Him and fled. Matthew 26:47-56
John 18:4-8 adds that Jesus stepped forward and asked them who they were seeks. When they answered “Jesus of Nazareth,” He said that I am He, they drew back and fell to the ground. He asked them again and when they told Him, He answered, “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way.” He was talking about His disciples.
John also says that it was Peter that drew his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest, named Malchus. Luke is the only one who adds that Christ healed his ear.
A legion of men in those days were made up of 3,000 to 6,000 men so this means anywhere from 36,000 to 72,000 angels could be there for Jesus. Certainly more than enough to whip this gang of thugs considering one angel killed more than 185,000 men in a single night in 2Kings 19:35.
The First Jewish Trial Before Annas
The detachment of troops and the captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound Him. And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas who was high priest that year. Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was expedient that one man die for the people.
And Simon Peter followed Jesus and so did another disciple. Now that disciple was known to the high priest, and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and spoke to her who kept the door, and brought Peter in. Then the servant girl who kept the door said to Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “I am not.”
Now the servants and officers who made a fire of coals there, for it was cold, and they warmed themselves. And Peter stood with them and warmed himself.
The high priest then asked Jesus about His disciples and His doctrine.
Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where the Jews always meet, and in secret I have said nothing. Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said.”
And when He had said these things, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, “Do You answer the high priest like that?”
Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, why do you strike Me?” John 18:12-23
Annas was high priest from 6-15 A.D. and was removed from office at the age of 36 by Gratus for imposing and executing capital sentences which were forbidden by the Roman government. Although he was removed from office, he remained one of the nation’s most political and social individuals aided greatly by his five sons and his son in law, Caiaphas, as puppet high priests. Many still considered him to be the high priest so it is no wonder why they first brought Jesus to him. The other disciple mentioned here that came with Peter was none other than John, the author of the book that this passage was taken. Obviously, John had been in the courtyard before with Jesus and was known to be a disciple, he went to the servant girl who kept the door and she let him in. After speaking with her, she also let Peter and asked if he was also a disciple. He denied it and this was the first of Peter’s three denials that Jesus predicted.
Jesus did not answer Annas about His disciples or His doctrine. He simply stated that he had taught in the synagogues and in the temple openly. “Why ask Me? Ask those who have heard Me what I said to them. Indeed they know what I said.”
The officer that struck Him with the palm of his hand thought Jesus was being disrespectful to Annas and retaliated, but Jesus was not being disrespectful, He knew that this trial was a mockery and the ones that would follow would be unfair as well because the Jews had been planning this for months on end. They sought His execution and they were going to get it.
The Second Jewish Trial Before Caiaphas
And those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest where the scribes and elders were assembled. Peter followed Him at a distance to the high priest’s courtyard. And he went in and sat with the servants to see the end.
Now the chief priests, the elders and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they found none. But at last false witnesses came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.’”
And the high priest arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!”
Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
The high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! What do you think?”
They answered and said, “He is deserving of death.”
Then they spit in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?” Matthew 26:57-68
Apparently, the first trial before Annas was a ploy for time so the Caiaphas and his men could gather up a few false witnesses and get the Sanhedrin assembled over at his house to try Jesus. The Sanhedrin was the supreme court of ancient Israel, it was made up of 71 men, the chief leader, a vice chief justice and 69 general members. They held court daily in the temple except on the Sabbath and other holy days. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were two members of the high court that were sympathetic towards Jesus.
The false witnesses that Caiaphas and his men found to testify could not come up with anything to have Jesus convicted of a capital crime. The trial itself was unlawful on several levels. It was Passover and considered a religious holiday, the trial was held in secrecy in the middle of the night and criminal cases as well as capital crimes could only be held in the day and at the temple in public.
Caiaphas probably felt like the case against Jesus was slipping away and his father in law, Annas, would be very disappointed in him, but if he could get Jesus to blaspheme, that would be a charge worthy of capital punishment. He knew that Jesus would give him a straight answer and yet he made Him swear by the living God to “Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” When Jesus gave him the answer, he dramatically tore his clothes in a fake expression of grief. High priest could only tear their clothes if they had witnessed blasphemy. Although blasphemy was a capital crime under Mosaic law the Sanhedrin could not put Jesus to death because they were not of Roman authority.
They crowd inside the room were angry with Jesus and began beating on Him and spitting in His face and mocking Him by hitting Him and demanding that He tell them who hit Him. This apparently went on for the remainder of the night because they did not deliver Him to Pilate until early morning.
Denials of Peter
Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.”
But he denied it before all of them saying, “I do not know what you are saying.”
And when he had gone out to the gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This fellow also was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!”
And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.”
Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!
Immediately a rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly. Matthew 26:69-75
After promising the Lord that he would fight to the death for Him and being a faithful servant to the Lord, Peter and cursed and swore that he did not even know the Man. He then remembered what the Lord had said he would do and then went out and wept bitterly. The book of Luke records that Peter and the Lord made eye contact immediately after the third denial.
Jesus is Delivered to Pilate
Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this Man?”
They answered and said to him, “If he were not an evil doer, we would not have delivered Him up to you.”
Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and judge Him according to your law.”
Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying by what death He would die.
Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?”
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have you done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”
Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?”
Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And he went out again to the Jews and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.” John 18:28-38
After holding Jesus that night at Caiaphas’ house, they probably set out for the Praetorium at dawn as soon as it was light enough to see. Once there, the Jews would not go inside because of an oral law that if they entered a dwelling place of a Gentile they would be ceremonially unclean and would not be able to eat the Passover meal.
No doubt Pilate had heard of Jesus, some of his soldiers were there at His arrest and surely his men had reported something of the scuttlebutt going on around the temple. Although the timing is uncertain, his wife had a dream about Jesus during the night and had sent him a message saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.” Some believe that she became a Christian because of the dream while others believe that her dream was sent by Satan in an effort to thwart the Divine plan of salvation that was going to result from Christ’s death. At any rate, Luke wrote that when Pilate heard that Jesus was a Galilean, he was more than happy to send Him to Herod for His trial.
Herod Tries Christ
Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe and sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other. Luke 23:8-12
This is the same Herod that while staying in Rome to secure the territory of his recently deceased half brother, Herod Phillip II, he fell in love with his brother’s wife, Herodias, and after divorcing his own wife, he married Herodias and lusted after her daughter, Salome. This arrangement caused verbal attacks from John the Baptist and made Herod fearful of a rebellion since John was a man of influence. Herod ordered John imprisoned, but he was reluctant to put him to death until compelled to do so by Salome whom he promised any reward she chose in exchange for her dancing.
Early in Jesus’ ministry, Herod thought that Jesus could have been John the Baptist brought back from the dead and at one time plotted to kill Him, but now, visiting Jerusalem, possibly for the Passover, his desire to see Jesus was more of a curiosity than anything else. He wanted to see Him perform a miracle. Of all the people that talked to Jesus during his trials, Herod was the only one that He refused to answer. Even when the chief priest and the scribes intensely accused Him, He still refused to say a word. Herod’s men mocked Him and disrespected Him, He still would not speak. They put a robe on Him and sent Him back to Pilate.
Barabbas Is Freed
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy.
But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”
They said, “Barabbas!”
Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”
Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?”
But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!”
When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”
All the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.” Matthew 27:15-18,20-25
In celebration of the Passover, Pilate released one prisoner to the Jews annually. It was a custom that had been carried out for several years. While the multitude was gathered in the courtyard of the Praetorium, he asked them if they wanted him to release Jesus or Barabbas. The Romans found Barabbas to be a murderer and sentenced him to death by crucifixion. Pilate must have thought that they Jews would have picked Jesus to be set free, but picked Barabbas instead. It probably did not matter that much to him, Pilate was known to be cruel to Galileans and Samaritans, but what did matter to him was the fact that there could be a riot about to take place if he did not act soon. He washed his hands of the matter in front of the multitude and said that he was innocent of the blood of Jesus.
The Jews cried out, “His blood be on us and our children.” This is the so-called blood cruse mentioned only in Matthew. The passage has provoked considerable controversy over the years and has caused some anti-Semitic feelings and the Jews did play a part in the death of Jesus as did the Romans, but the real responsibility in the death of Christ belongs to God Himself for without His death, we would not be saved from our sins. This was the Divine plan from the beginning. The Jews and the Romans were merely puppets in a play that they could not control. Not that they did not pay a price for their roles in the Crucifixion of Jesus.
The Scourging of Christ
So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged Him. And the soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His head and put on Him a purple robe. Then they said “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they struck Him with their hands.
Pilate then went out again, and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you that you may know that I find no fault in Him.”
The Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”
Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”
Pilate said to them, “You take Him and crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.”
The Jews answered him, “We have a law and according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.”
Therefore, when Pilate heard that saying, he was more afraid, and went again into the Praetorium, and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer.
Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You know that I have the power to crucify You, and the power to release You?”
Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given to you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”
From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.”
When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold your King!”
But they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him! Crucify Him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar!
Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. Then they took Jesus and led Him away. John 19:1-16
Normally, all prisoners sentenced to be crucified were scourged, beaten, weakened and bleeding, the condemned would die much sooner on the cross that way, if they made there at all after the severe beating. The only ones that were exempt from the torturous beating were Roman senators, soldiers (except in the case of desertion) and women.
The whips used for these beatings were short with a wooden handle affixed to leather thongs. Pieces of metal, bones and metal balls were attached to the end of each thong. The victim was stripped naked and tied to an upright post. Then two men would alternate turns in beating the victim. They would strike the victim’s back, buttocks and legs with savage fury. The lacerations from these whips would cut skin, tissue and underlying skeletal muscles causing the victim to bleed profusely and sometimes expose the bones.
It is not known how many times Jesus was hit with these whips, but it assumed he was lashed 39 times. In Jewish law, 40 lashes was a death sentence. The severe scourging and the intense pain along with the blood loss probably left Jesus in a state of pre-shock. When the flogging was completed, He was to endure even further pain from the Roman soldiers from them beating Him with their fists and placing a crown of thorns on His head.
Perhaps Pilate thought that the Jews would be more sympathetic toward Jesus when he had Him brought out before them. If that was his strategy, it did not work. The Jews cried out for His crucifixion even more when they saw the beaten, bloody Jesus standing there before them with his bloodstained purple robe and crown of thorns. Still reluctant to have Christ crucified, Pilate tried once again to have Jesus released and failed. He asked Jesus where He was from, but Jesus refused to answer. After telling Jesus that he had the power to set him free or crucify Him, Jesus plainly told him that he had no power at all over Him unless it had been given to him from above. Therefore, the one who delivered Him to Pilate had the greater sin.
Still reluctant to have Him crucified, it was not until the Jews cried out, “If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks against Caesar.” Knowing that Pilate feared Tiberius Caesar and had previously had some trouble in Palestine, he was carefully being watched in Rome. It was then Pilate finally sat in his judgment seat and passed the sentence of crucifixion.
The Crucifixion of Christ
And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center. Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And the writing was:
JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
Then many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Greek and Latin.
Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but ‘He said I am the King of the Jews.’”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, woven from the top in one piece. They said therefore among themselves, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:
“They divided My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.”
Therefore the soldiers did these things.
Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother, and the disciple He whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And from that hour that disciple took her to his own home.
After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.
Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen has testified and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe. For these things were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They shall look on Him whom they pierced.” John 19:17-37
Jesus, in His weakened state from the beatings had difficulty carrying the cross. Matthew makes mention that a man named Simon of Cyrene helped Him carry it. Luke states a great multitude of people were following after them and a group of women were among them and they were mourning and lamenting. Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ’Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry?”
Matthew says that the crowd of people gathered at the crucifixion site blasphemed Him as they passed by Him wagging their heads and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself!” “If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross! Even the chief priests along with the elders and the scribes were mocking Him saying, “He saved others; Himself he cannot save.” If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do,” was Jesus’ only request while he hung there crucified and they stood there mocking Him.
Even the robbers that were crucified with Him mocked Him, but apparently one of them had a change of heart for in Luke, one rebuked the other saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we received the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong. He then said to Jesus, “Lord remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”
“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise,” Jesus told him. He forgave the man for his earlier remarks.
It is hard to imagine the pain and suffering that our Lord must have endured while hanging there on the cross. While the scourging was more than enough to kill someone, Jesus endured that torture and went on to suffer some more. In His weakened state, He was nailed to the cross. First, His arms were tied to the cross and then His hands were nailed to it. The nails were tapered iron spikes five to seven inches long with a square shaft and about 3/8” wide. Some believe that the nails were placed in the palms of His hands, while others believe that they were placed through His wrists. No matter the placement, both would cause excruciating pain. Next came the feet which one foot was placed on top of the other and a spike driven through the both of them and into the cross. It was a common practice as well as a law to give the crucified victims a bitter wine mixed with myrrh or gall to be used as a mild analgesic, but Jesus refused to drink it.
Since the crucifixion began at around 9am, at noon there was a darkness that came over the land and lasted until 3pm. Then Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” Weak, beaten and bruised, our Lord hung on the cross, He had taken on the sins of the world and was paying the price. Lack of food, sleep, water and the loss of blood had placed Him near death. Christ knew the plan very well, He never thought that God had forsaken Him. In His last words He was passionately quoting Psalm 22.
My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?
Why are You so far from helping Me?
And from the words of my groaning? Psalm 22:1
But I am a worm, and no man;
A reproach of men, and despised by the people.
All those who see Me ridicule Me;
They shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
“He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him;
Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!” Psalm 22:6-8
Many bulls have surrounded Me;
Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me.
They gape at Me with their mouths,
Like a raging, roaring lion.
I am poured out like water,
And all My bones are out of joint;
My heart is like wax;
It has melted within Me.
My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
And My tongue clings to My jaws;
You have brought Me to the dust of death.
For dogs have surrounded Me;
The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.
They pierced My hands and My feet;
I can count all My bones.
They look at Me and stare at Me.
They divide My garments among them.
And for My clothing they cast lots. Psalm 22:12-18
Jesus was quoting this Psalm to draw attention to it to point out that He was fulfilling it there on the cross. It was written about 600 years before Christ was born and crucifixion had not even been invented yet, but the prophecy was fulfilled the day that Christ died.
The people who were standing by heard Jesus shout that out. Some thought that He was calling for Elijah and one of them took a sponge and put it on a reed and offered it to Him to drink. Others said, “Leave Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come and save Him. Luke states that when Jesus cried out with a loud voice he said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Jesus quoted Psalm 31:5 here and having said that, He breathed His last.
Signs Accompanying Jesus’ Death
Then, behold the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and all the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!” Matthew 27:51-54
The holy temple in Jerusalem was the center of all Jewish religious life. The veil in the temple was a barrier that separated the Holiest of Holies, the earthly dwelling place of God, from the rest of the temple where man dwelt. This signified that man was separated from God by sin. Only the high priest could go past the veil and that was only once a year. The veil itself was probably around 50 to 60 feet high and was about four inches thick.
When Jesus died, God tore the veil and moved out of the earthly dwelling place called the Holiest of the Holies. He would never again dwell in a temple made with hands. John records that Jesus said, “It is finished,” just before he died. Through His finished work, He became the new veil and therefore has given us access to the Holiest of Holies.
The earth quaked at Jesus’ death and rocks were split and the graves of saints were opened and they were raised from the dead and they appeared to many in the holy city. Those who crucified Jesus must have been filled with fear and they probably would have had their hearts had not been so hardened toward Him.
Jesus Is Buried
Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to him. When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb which he had hewn out of rock; and rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and departed. And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.
On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, “Sir, we remember while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, ’After three days I will rise.’ Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ’He has risen from the dead.’ So the last deception will be worse than the first.”
Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard. Matthew 27:57-66
Joseph of Arimathea was a member of the Sanhedrin and was not a supporter of the court’s decision put Christ to death. Arimathea was a small town a few miles from Jerusalem. The book of John states that Nicodemus, the man who came to talk to Christ was also there and brought a hundred pounds of mixture of myrrh and aloe to prepare the body for burial. The women that were there probably helped in this procedure.
The Jews were not satisfied that Jesus was merely dead. Even after the darkness over the land, the earthquake and the tearing of the temple veil, they still refused to believe that Jesus was the Son of God. They had heard Jesus’ promise that He would rise again and in light of the other events that had happened, they were more than a little concerned. Not that they believed Jesus, but thought that his disciples would come and steal the body by night and then tell everyone that He had risen. They asked Pilate for a guard and Pilate agreed so he sent some soldiers there.
The Empty Tomb
Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door and sat on it. His countenance was like lightening, and his clothing was white as snow. And the guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men.
But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for He has risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you.”
So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.
And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshipped Him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.” Matthew 28:1-10
At dawn that Sunday morning Mary Magdalene and the Mary that was the mother of James the Less, went to the tomb. There were other women with them. Mark mentions Salome; Luke says certain other women that had followed Him from Galilee and names Joanna. It is not certain that they were all in one group, there could have been more.
The earth quaked and when they arrived at the tomb they found an angel sitting on the stone that he had rolled away from the door of the tomb. His face was as bright as lightening bolt and his clothes were as white as snow. Apparently, this sight was more than the guards at the tomb could take for they shook and became frozen with fear as if they were dead. Mark does not mention the angel sitting outside of the stone that was rolled away, but does mention a young man clothed in a long white robe inside the tomb. Luke says that there were two men in shining garments.
As the women neared the tomb the angel spoke to them and told them that the Lord had risen. He invited them to enter the tomb and see where Christ had laid. He told them that the Lord would meet them in Galilee and that they should go and tell the disciples. Since there were several women there and they were all sent to tell the disciples, they probably divided into two or more groups. It was then that Jesus appeared to them. They fell at His feet and worshiped Him.
Mary Magdalene probably took off running to tell the disciples as soon as she saw that the stone had been rolled away. She apparently did not see the angels or hear them speak nor did she see Christ. According to the book of John, she found Simon Peter and John and told them. “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”
Peter and John took off running with Mary Magdalene following after them. John outran Peter and arrived at the tomb first. He looked in and saw the linen clothes laying there, but did not go in. When Peter arrived, he went in and found the linen clothes laying there folded. John then went in and believed that the Lord had risen. At that point, they did not know the scripture that He must rise again from the dead. After they saw the tomb, they went to their own homes leaving Mary there at the tomb alone.
The Bribery of the Soldiers
Now while they were going, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all the things that had happened. When they assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, saying, “Tell them, ’His disciples came at night and stole Him away while we slept.’ And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and make you secure. So they took the money and did as they were instructed; and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day. Matthew 28:11-15
The guards were frightened not only because of what they saw at the tomb, they feared for their lives since they were under Pilate’s direct orders, he had placed them to make certain that nothing would happen. The guards wanted to know from the Jews at the temple just who it was that they had crucified and even more importantly, how He could rise from the dead. Caiaphas and company, after consulting with each other, and knowing full well that they had killed the Son of the Living God, knew that they could never admit to that. Their plan was to simply give the soldiers a large sum of money and tell everyone that Christ’s disciples came in the night while they were asleep and stole the body of Jesus. They even promised that they would smooth it all over with Pilate if he had word of it. The soldiers agreed and the Jews were able to conceal the truth once again. Matthew stated that this saying is commonly reported to this day and that statement still holds true to this day among the non-Christian Jews.
Christ Appears to Mary Magdalene
But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.
Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?”
She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him and I will take Him away.”
Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (Which is to say, Teacher).
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ’I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.”
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her.
Perhaps Jesus’ appearance was somewhat different or in her grief, Mary just was not paying attention but whatever the reason, she did not recognize the Lord at first and thought that He was the gardener. It was not until He said her name that she knew who He was.
Christ Appears on the Road to Emmaus
Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. And they talked together of all these things which had happened. So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him.
And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?”
Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and said to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things which have happened there in these days?”
And He said to them, “What things?”
So they said to Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all of this, today is the third day since these things happened. Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen visions of angels who said that He was alive. And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.”
Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scripture the things concerning Himself.
Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther. But they constrained Him saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them.
Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.
And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” Luke 24: 13-32
These men were followers of Christ, but they were not disciples, one of them was named Cleopas. Since their eyes were restrained they did not know that they were talking to Jesus while He walked with them. They were surprised that He did not seem to know anything about what had been going on around Jerusalem the past few days. They, like a lot of other people were hoping that the Christ would set up and rule an earthly kingdom and now they were wondering if Jesus was really the Messiah at all, but they still regarded Him as a prophet.
It was not until they sat down to supper that the men’s eyes were opened and they knew that it was Jesus and the vanished from their sight.
Christ Appears to the Disciples
Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
Now Thomas, called the twin, of the twelve was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” John 20:19-25
The book of Luke expounds on John’s story by saying that the two men that had walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus were there telling the disciples that they had seen the Lord. It also says that the disciples were terrified and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit. Jesus asked them, “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” To further prove to them that He was not just a spirit, He asked them for some food and ate some broiled fish and some honeycomb in their presence.
The new body of Christ could change in appearance, had flesh and bones and yet He could appear and disappear at will. He could travel through walls and doors and yet be a solid entity, nothing at all like a spirit. He could eat and drink and yet His hands, feet and side was scarred from the nails and the spear. The disciples could not believe their eyes and according to Mark, He rebuked some of them for their unbelief and hardness of heart.
When Jesus breathed on his disciples, He was giving them their new life. Genesis 2:7 says that after God formed man out of the dust on the ground, He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living being. “As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.” After He had breathed on them, He told them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” The disciples would not fully receive the Holy Spirit for about forty more days at Pentecost. He is telling them that He is passing on His mission to them and to pass on spiritual life by forgiving sins to those who will believe and follow Christ and not forgiving the sins of the ones who will not.
Christ Appears to the Disciples With Thomas Present
After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” He then said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to Him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20: 26-29
Thomas was a loyal follower of Christ, just because he was absent and did not see the first appearance of Jesus to the disciples and doubted it does not make him any less than the others for they too doubted. The Lord knew this and appeared again, this time addressing Thomas. After Thomas touched His hands and His side, Thomas declared, “My Lord and My God!” The most powerful statement a person can make. Christ knew at that time that all believers in the future would live out their entire lives and not see what His disciples have seen so he gave us all a special blessing when He said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Christ Appears to the Seven Disciples
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself. Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”
They said to him, “We are going with you also.” They went out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?”
They answered Him, “No.”
And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with the fish. Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there and fish laid in it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you have just caught.”
Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, Come and eat breakfast. Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You”- knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.
This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead.
So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”
He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”
He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do You love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?”
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”
Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?”
Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?” John 21:1-23
Like Peter’s three denials, Christ asks Peter three different times if he loved Him. Each time Peter says yes, the Lord gives him an assignment, in this case it is “Feed My lambs, tend My sheep, feed My sheep.” Since sheep is an analogy for believers in Christ, these commands are for Peter to spiritually feed and nurture all young and old believers. Christ then makes a prophecy of Peter’s death and then tells Peter to follow Him; apparently so they can talk alone. As they were walking, Peter notices John following after them and asks the Lord. “But Lord, what about this man?”
“If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?” Jesus asked Peter reminding him that He had a different task for Peter and he should think about that instead of wondering what His purpose for John was.
John states that what Christ asked Peter went out among the brethren starting a rumor that he would not die. John never believed that; he did, in fact die, but he did live to see Christ’s return in a vision. He wrote about that vision in the book of Revelation.
The Ascension of Christ
Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.
Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. Luke 24:44-48
And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Therefore when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witness to Me in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:4-8
“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you, but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endured with the power on high.”
And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted His hands and blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. Luke 24:49-51
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” Acts 1:10,11
And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen. Luke 24:52,53
After His death on the cross and His resurrection, Jesus remained on the earth for forty days before He was bodily taken up into heaven. Since Matthew and John do not cover the ascension of Jesus and Mark only makes a short mention of it, Luke added it to his gospel as a fitting conclusion and begins the book of Acts, the second volume of his work, with the same story adding and omitting a few details in each version. When the reader combines the two and puts them in order, the full story of the ascension comes to life.
In this last appearance of Christ to the disciples, Jesus opens the minds of his disciples that they might fully understand the Scriptures and what was said about Him throughout the Old Testament and pointed out that all things that were prophesized about Him had to be fulfilled. Repentance and the remission of sins should be preached in His came to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
He tells them not to leave Jerusalem and to wait for the Holy Spirit which would come, unbeknownst to them, in just ten days on the Day of Pentecost. Still, like all the Jews, the disciples believed that He, as the Messiah, was going to restore the kingdom to Israel, but He explains to them that time has not yet come and that their mission was to be a witness to Him throughout the world.
He then led them out near Bethany where He was taken up into heaven. While they were standing there looking up into the sky, two angels appeared to them and after they asked them what they were doing looking up into heaven, told them that Christ would come again in the same manner.
The Gospel of Matthew
Matthew is the first book of the New Testament and it is thought to be an eyewitness account of the life of Jesus written by an apostle. It is thought to have been written sometime between the years of 50-70. Matthew was a tax collector also called Levi. He was selected by Christ to be one of the original twelve disciples. The lost book, Gospel of the Hebrews, is also attributed to him. Matthew wrote primarily for a Hebrew audience.
The Gospel of Mark
Mark is considered to be the oldest of the gospels of Jesus Christ. It is traditionally believed that it was written by Mark the Evangelist, also known as John Mark. He was a companion and interpreter for Peter and some believe that his writings are actually memoirs of that apostle. It is the shortest of the canonical gospels and it is supposed that it was written for mainly a Greek/Gentile audience.
There are some that believe that Mark ends abruptly at 16:8 for the following twelve verses are missing from the oldest of manuscripts. It is generally believed that Mark ended his gospel there whether or not it was intentional is unknown. Perhaps it was because of due to death and someone else wrote the concluding verses.
The Gospel of Luke
Luke was a physician, a historian, a painter and the author of the Gospel bearing his name as well as the book of Acts. He wrote Luke first and then Acts which is clearly a sequel to his Gospel. Luke was written somewhere around 60 and along with the book of Acts, it was addressed to man called Theophilus. No one is certain if this was the name of a person or a title since Theophilus can also mean “friend of God” in the original Greek language. Others speculate that he was a Roman official or a high priest.
The Gospel of John
John wrote the Gospel bearing his name somewhere around 80 or 90. He also wrote John 1,2 and 3 as well as the Revelation. His brother James was also an apostle and together they were called “the sons of thunder.” John refers to himself as the “disciple that Jesus loved” meaning that he felt that closer to Jesus than the others and while that may or may not be true, it is Peter, James and John who are mentioned more than any of the other disciples. He was certainly aware of the other books about Jesus and wrote his book completely different from them.
What happened to the Apostles?
Peter
Went on to preach the Gospel and was finally murdered in Rome by executioners. At his insistence, he was crucified upside down because he thought he was not worthy to be crucified like the Lord.
James
John’s brother was the first to die since the addition of Matthias to replace Judas who hung himself after his betrayal of Christ. James was beheaded with a sword at the command of Herod.
Andrew
Peter’s brother was crucified on an X-shaped cross.
Phillip
Was crucified after being tortured by hostile Jews.
Bartholomew
Also known as Nathaniel was skinned alive and then beheaded because he was unwilling to recant his proclamation of a risen Christ.
Matthew
Killed by a halberd for preaching the Gospel. A halberd is a long handled weapon with an axe blade and a spearhead on top.
Thomas
Was killed by four soldiers with spears while preaching in India.
James
Son of Alphaeus, also known as James the Lesser, was beaten to death with a club after bring thrown off the top of the temple in Jerusalem for all to see and hear. The Jews wanted him to deny the risen Christ and he refused.
Jude
Was crucified and killed with arrows after refusing to deny his faith in Christ.
Simon the Zealot
Was crucified in Syria.
Matthias
Judas’ replacement, was stoned and beheaded.
Mark
Writer of the Gospel bearing his name, although not an original apostle, he was preaching in Egypt when he was tied to horses and was drug through the streets until he was dead.
Luke
Writer of the Gospel bearing his name was not one of the apostles. Nevertheless, he was hanged in Greece due to his preaching of Jesus.
Paul
Also known as Saul, was a persecutor of Christians before he turned to Christ. He often referred to himself as the apostle to the Gentiles. Paul was a Jew and a Roman citizen. As a result of his preaching, teaching and writing, he spent more than 6 years in prison during his ministry. As a Roman citizen, he was spared crucifixion and was beheaded in Rome during the reign of Nero in the mid sixties.
John
Is the only apostle that died peacefully at a ripe old age. According to the legend, he was boiled in a huge pot of boiling oil in Rome, but miraculously did not die. He was later exiled to the Island of Patmos where he wrote Revelation.
The Ending
And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. John 20:30,31
This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true.
And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which is they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen John 21:24,25
Since I used the words of John to open this book describing Jesus’ beginning, it is only fitting that I use the words of John to end. I have certainly learned a few things along the way and it is my sincere wish that anyone who reads learns something too. Most importantly, the decision to follow Christ. My goal was and is to bring one soul to Christ.
Certainly, I have made a few mistakes writing this book, but I hope that my message is clear. Go, read, study and learn about the Lord and your salvation. Do your own research, accept Christ, it is the most important decision that you will ever make. May the Lord bless you and keep you.