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I see a trend that makes me think that soon all ebook readers will have color displays. The only question is when. In their latest release (summer 2012) Amazon has two color display Kindle Fire models and only one black and white Kindle on offer. Before Kindle Fire there were only black and white models available. What do you think?
Apple and the makers of Android tablets and phones have never offered black and white display devices.
Why do I say this in a preface of a book about the Philippines?
Well, I just could not resist and added a few of my photos, the Philippines is just that colorful! Sorry fellas with black and white Kindle! For those with iPad, iPhone, Kindle Fire or other color display mobile device users - you get what I mean, right on this page.
Hereby I would like to thank all my Filipino / Filipina friends who helped me writing this book. They have not agreed on everything I wrote and hereby I have to stress that I had no intention to hurt anyone, to say bad things about the Filipinos who are mostly kind hearted, friendly and nice people. The issues, cultural differences and examples I used are by no means attempts to give these great people any bad light. Like my mother said: “I am angry for you, not with you”
The Philippines will surely amaze you. If you have a dull life with its boring everyday errands, this book is for you. If you had a bad divorce and want a new girlfriend or wife (a beautiful one) - this book is for you. If you realize that you want to live for the rest of your life - the Philippines is for you.
36,000km coastline... You know what it means? The Philippines have a beach almost as long as the Equator is around the globe. How cool is that?
And the average yearly temperature is around 79.7°F (26.5°C) - what do you think?
There is a certain freedom in the Philippines that most people who live(d) there agree on. If you don’t do something stupid, nobody will bother you. If you don’t bother others, nobody will bother you. You can do most anything you want as long as you are friendly and nice with others. Not that there are no laws or rules to follow. But you can almost forget about them, there wont be someone always around you to make you remember.
While visiting or living in an exotic tropical country seems so much fun and excitement, one should see the other side of the coin. The Philippines is not for everyone. Filipinos have a very different culture than us Westerners do and you will face it on a daily basis. You will get a culture shock regardless how seasoned traveler you are.
This might not be just traveling, you may want to live there among them. You will interact with the locals every day and maybe you will become part of a Filipino family if you marry a girl. There is poverty and there is crime. There are scams and tricks you want to avoid. There are rules and laws that are not for the benefit of a foreigner but rather protectionist. You can’t own a land or most businesses. I want to be fair with you - the Philippines is a mixed bag of positives and negatives from a foreigner’s point of view.
You better be prepared.
You will have to open your mind and allow different views and ideas to enter. If you are not open to these you may find yourself complaining and even suffer.
I seriously hope this book will help you.
If you found love online, you need it. If you want to see the pristine beaches and waterfalls just for a few weeks, you need this book. If you want to move and live in the Philippines, you need this book. I promise this will be one of your best return on your investment in your life.
I won’t try to be nice. This is not the sugar coated travel guide written by someone who was there for three weeks and got amazed to the extent of writing a book after returning home.
This is not the “how to hook up with a Filipina” guide. Such material is widely available elsewhere, my intention is to give you short and pragmatic info to carry in your mobile device about most things you need to know before you go.
This is the no bullshit guide about living in the Philippines.
Area: 300,000 sq km, slightly larger than Arizona.
Capitol: Manila
Major cities: Metro Manila 11.449 million, Davao 1.48 million, Cebu City 845,000, Zamboanga 827,000
Divisions: 80 provinces and 39 chartered cities
Geography: the country is made up of 7,107 islands out of which about 2,000 are inhabited. The landscape is mostly mountains with usually narrow coastal land - its total coastline is over 36,000 km long.
Language: Filipino (Tagalog) and English (official) and seven major dialects - Cebuano, Ilocano, Ilonggo, Bicol, Waray, Pampango, Pangasinan. Tagalog and Cebuano are the mostly spoken dialects.
Religion: Catholic 83%, Muslim 5%, Evangelical 2.8%, other Christian 4.5%, other 4.7%
Population: over 103 million (2012), Age distribution of the population: 0-14 years: 34.6%, 15-64 years: 61.1%, 65 years and over: 4.3%. Growth rate 1.873%.
HIV / AIDS prevalence less than 0.1%, with this figure the Philippines is the 147th in the country ranking where Thailand is the 39th with 1.3% and the USA is the 64th with 0,6%.
Currency: Philippine Peso (PHP). 1 USD = 44 - 41,5 PHP (in the period of September 2011 - September 2012)
International dial code (Country Code): +63
Mobile phone usage: close to 80 million (2010) - with this the Philippines is the 16th largest mobile phone user in the world.
Internet users: over 8 million
The global economic recovery is threatened by issues in the euro area and fragilities elsewhere. Financial conditions getting worse, growth prospects are thin and risks have escalated. Don’t get me started with the US economy, this ebook is not about that...
What does that all mean for the small guys like you and me? If you live on a fix income, its value will most likely decrease. If you have pension, you may expect worse standards of living if you will continue to stay in the same environment where you are now.
If you have a job, how do you know what will you have tomorrow? I am not saying you have to quit your job and move to the Philippines - but consider it together with all other matters as an option. You never know.
If you are single you would love what you may get in the Philippines, Filipinas are famous for their beauty and given the large population and its growth rate in the country there are chances you will find a beautiful one to marry.
Yes.
Even if you think you are the ugliest man in the world. Or if you think you are too old for a young wife.
Think twice. I tell you: you are not. But its only you who can prove it to yourself.
If you want to live better on the same resources, don’t think even a bit, move to the Philippines, great life at low cost is available here. I have chosen Cebu island for various reasons. One of which was climate and others include natural beauty and safety. Therefore I was able to write this book only by using my experience in Cebu, having little or no knowledge about Manila or other parts of the Philippines. Please take this into consideration while reading.
Let me tell you how it happened to me.
In one of the ugly winter months in 2009 I was looking at my heating bill and got shocked. Well, I owned a big house and despite modest temperatures at all times, my heating bill just drove me crazy.
I made all kind of calculations, charts and Excel sheets to see where to cut my expenses but it was only good for convincing me that the amount I paid was total madness. Looking at the numbers I fantasized about what I was able to buy using that money, had I not paid it for heating, electricity and such.
As an avid traveler I translated the amount into plane ticket and accommodation costs in Asia where I have been traveling in the past decades and had to realize the money I spent for energy in a heating season was not only sufficient to cover my plane ticket but covered quite a number of monthly rents in some lower cost countries in Asia.
The travel bug started to give me an itch and my mind became more and more occupied with the thought I had to move.
Since 2008, there has been an ongoing political crisis in Thailand so for me Thailand was out. Malaysia (“Truly Asia” as they advertise - and I believe its true) has always been one of my favorites. It’s developed yet has all exotic features someone from the West may crave for. And lets not forget the food. Food in Malaysia is fantastic, you will get all the Malay, Chinese, Indian and Thai food you can ever imagine. You simply can’t go wrong with the food in Malaysia, wherever you go eat, the food is tasty and you don’t have to pay premium in a fancy restaurant: street hawkers are just as good as higher priced establishments.
Malaysia was not completely unknown for me, stayed there many times for vacation, visited a lot of places countrywide which made me almost an expert in Malaysian travel destinations even in comparison with the well traveled locals.
There are some problems with Malaysia though. To live on budget is getting difficult, prices rising and if you don’t own a car or motorbike you are stuck with taxis.
The reputation of Malaysian taxis has been spoiled by the conduct of the drivers, who are known for refusing the run by the meter, overcharge, pick-and-choose the destinations where they will be ready to send the passenger to - locals and foreigners alike - and the vehicles are more often than not poorly maintained.
Kuala Lumpur has seen some development in its public transportation system - mainly in trains (KTM, monorail, suburban trains etc.) but if you are not staying near to a station, you may end up walking in the hot and humid tropical climate until your sweat is dripping from your shirt - every day. Not an option for me.
Moreover, having the situation very well understood, the landlords mark up rental if their apartment is close to a station, leaving no choice for the prospective tenant but to pay premium for accessing public transport within a short walking distance.
Another matter I considered was the language barrier. In Thailand or Indonesia it could be an issue (just like in some other South East Asian countries).
In Singapore and Malaysia generally I had no problem with English - but they are out due to the higher cost of living. So what other option is left remain?
The Philippines.
English is official language and after some initial research cost of living seemed to be quite okay. I have visited the Philippines more than a decade earlier and I was all but impressed. That time I stayed in Manila, it was big, noisy and dirty. To be honest I don’t know how does it look today, as I stay in Cebu island and never visited Manila during my stay - never needed. All I needed so far was available in Cebu.
To get the feel about living in the Philippines I first planned a short stay, a 2 months visit. I searched for apartments in Cebu online and found one in a condo building which was just recently finished - so the unit was brand new, never used before.
The owner - a Chinese man - agreed in short rental for 2 months (in the Philippines landlords always want long term rent, so I considered myself lucky).
In November I took a plane and flew to Cebu to try how life would look there.
My rent was 25,000 pesos a month which I know by now was way too much. But I paid for my inexperience and for my fears of a run down, dirty place. The apartment was very small, in Western standards the size of the whole apartment would have been considered just one room. But it had a small bedroom (a queen size bed just fit in) along with a sala (living room) combined with a kitchen. And a balcony facing the inner atrium of the building - just like all the other balconies - allowing the tenants to observe each other from a pretty close proximity.
There was only basic furnishing in the unit despite the advertised fully furnished features. I had a metal framed bed (almost collapsed the first time when I sat on it), a brand new refrigerator and a coffee table with sofa. In the bathroom I found a Filipino style washing machine (washing and spinner compartments separated) but no water heater.
I was not yet seasoned for the Philippines so I demanded a water heater which the owner agreed to buy and installed. In fact the cold water was usually lukewarm so I rarely used the heater.
I bought a water chiller for the widely available 5 gallon drinking water tanks. It cost me 5000 peso and serves chilled and hot water from its two nozzles. It was a good investment, the thing still works fine from the first day onwards and saved a lot of money for me. You have to pay for bottled water much more and its a real hassle to carry them home from the shop - you will drink a lot, don’t forget the climate.
The 5 gallon tanks come as home delivery, you just have to call one of the million water stations around.
This was the place where I first encountered with the built-in-the-wall type of air con - a very bad power economy device. What happens is they make a hole in the wall, approximately same size as the cubic shape air con unit and fit the thing in that hole. Depending on the owner the gap between the hole and the unit would be filled with something - styrofoam or even rags - but usually the job is far from perfect. This allows mosquitoes to come along and the energy efficiency is also affected.
So if you use this type of device prepare for high electric bill. Most of the time they have no remote controller and no chance to set a timer to switch the thing off while you fall asleep.
My unit was grossly overpowered for the size of the bedroom, it made the place frosty in no time - on the other hand it took less than ten minutes for the room the get warm and humid again. Sleeping therefore was always a mix of sweating and imminent flu.
If you can afford, get a split type wall air con instead of this one - the price difference will be paid off by the comfort and lower electric bills.
I will try to list most of the matters one may need to consider before moving. I admit that I am biased and prefer to stay in Cebu island - your reasons for moving may differ as well as which place will give you what you are looking for.
What to Consider Before You Go?
I would advise you to take a short (1-2 months) trip to the Philippines before relocating in order to getting information first hand to make an informed decision.
While I try to cover most of the important aspects for your decision in this book, its still best if you will have your own experience about some crucial factors, such as
climate
visas
cost of living
tradition, customs, people
food
getting around
medical care
cultural and natural attractions
security
hospitality
Before anything, here is a crucial and practical information that makes moving to the Philippines very attractive. You will have to bring your stuff along - at least some and you may have a head ache how to do it. And how much it will cost, whether to use a mover service or rent a container - I bet you have never dealt with this before.
Balikbayan box shipping is for you.
The system of balikbayan boxes is one of the coolest things in the Philippines. Balikbayan means those Filipinos who left the country to work abroad - the so called Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW).
They support their families not only by sending money home but by sending goods. And they do it in a specific container, called balikbayan box. These boxes might contain nearly anything that can fit in regardless of the weight! It could be from household items to non-perishable food, toiletries, electronics, you name it. The emphasis is on no weight restriction at a flat shipping rate. But its not everything... Perhaps the balikbayan boxes’ best feature is that they will pass the Philippine customs without paying tax. Wow, that sounds exciting does it not?
The system arose in the 1980s with the law enacted by president Marcos causing a resurgence of Overseas Filipino Workers and the Bureau of Customs allowed tax-free entry of personal goods in the country from Filipinos overseas.
And while the balikbayan box industry in the USA faced a huge challenge in 2011 as Department of Homeland Security ordered the inspection of every container of balikbayan boxes before being loaded on ships, this business still works well and you can enjoy its benefits. You can send practically anything as long as your box does not contain prohibited goods.
Balikbayan boxes are very helpful when you move to the Philippines, the offer a cheaper solution than mover services and you wont pay tax. But be careful: this is a one way operation, once you sent your belongings to the Philippines you cannot send them back in similar boxes should you decide on moving back to your home country.
The boxes come in standard sizes (the largest one I have seen and used from Europe was 60 x 80 x 80 cm). Custom sizes are available for an extra fee. Don’t forget, this is a door-to-door service, a bit slow but very convenient.
In countries where there is a relatively large Filipino diaspora, you will surely find companies that ship balikbayan boxes. In the US there are many of them and in most major cities you will find an affiliate. The shipping time can be months as the boxes arrive by the sea so you have to prepare them in advance. It is advisable to wrap your things properly to avoid damage and fill the boxes tight to avoid damage due to loose content.
Prohibited goods in balikbayan boxes:
Alcoholic Beverages
Automobiles
Biologicals
Ceramic Tableware
Cultural Artifacts and Cultural Property
Defense Articles or Items with Military or Proliferation Applications
Dog and Cat Fur
Drug Paraphernalia
Firearms
Fish and Wildlife
Food Products (Prepared)
Prior Notice for Food Importation
Fruits and Vegetables
Game and Hunting Trophies
Gold
Haitian Animal Hide Drums
Meats, Livestock and Poultry
Medication
Merchandise from Embargoed Countries
Pets
Plants and Seeds
Soil
Textiles and Clothing
Trademarked and Copyrighted Articles
source: http://www.cbp.gov
If you hate gloomy grey skies and cold rain, Philippines is the place for you. You will have plenty of days with clear blue sky to enjoy and even the rainy season is not so bad as in some other monsoon countries.
During typhoons it can get really bad though, heavy rains and strong winds hit the country but typhoons don’t affect all parts of the Philippines and this should be something to consider when you choose the location where you would want to settle.
The northern part - mostly Luzon - is the worst for typhoons. Every year you can see the news about floods in Manila and the neighboring provinces - however souther areas - such as Cebu island - usually gets only the “side” of the typhoon, resulting in heavier rains and strong winds but far from the extent Manila experiences.
The average yearly temperature is around 26.5°C (79.7°F).
The southwestern monsoon (May - October) is wet and the winds of the Northeast monsoon (November - April) are dry.
There are three recognized seasons: the dry and hot season starts late February, having its peak in April and mostly May, then in June the weather slowly changes to more rainy but still with plenty of sunshine in between the rainy periods. Rains in consecutive days are uncommon this time, usually the sky clears up after the rain the same day. The rainy season lasts until November with more rainy days and the cold season from December to February. For us its not really cold, just pleasant. This time one can expect rains, December and January can be particularly nasty in the southern Visayas. Sometimes the sky is gray all a week long and it might rain 24 hours a day.
During the dry season you wont encounter with any monsoons, however there are generally dry trade winds blowing from Northeast. Don't get fooled by this as you are in the tropics and rain can fall every day. If it rains in the dry season it will be usually a nice afternoon shower to cool you down and wash the dust away.
May is the hottest month of the year, you can expect temperatures in the high thirties and even low forty degree Celsius and you are lucky temperature at night gets below 27°C. Make sure you have air conditioning or at least a fan.
Typhoons always hit Luzon, Samar and Leyte but nearly never Mindanao. The rainy season is quite pleasant in the southern Visayas - Bohol, Siquijor, and Camiguin - and of course in Mindanao. Mindanao is south to the typhoon belt and like I said before southern Visayas (where Cebu island belongs to) may encounter a real typhoon only once in ten years. A very good reason to stay in Cebu... Why not in Mindanao where typhoons are non-existent? Well, there are other reasons for that which I will cover later.
All in all this climate for sure will never get you pay for heating. And if you choose the right place (in my opinion its best somewhere not far from the sea) you may only need a fan on hot days and forget air con. It is important to know that the Philippines has one of the highest prices for electric power in the world - but you may not need too much.
Weather is one of the main reasons why you will want to stay in Cebu and not in Manila or elsewhere in the North. You don’t want typhoons all the time. Simple as that.
When it comes to relocation, one of the first things you have to consider is how much hassle and money you will have to spend on legally staying in the country. You can stay in the Philippines as a tourist for long time with visa extensions - these will cost you money.
The maximum length of stay with visa extensions is 16 months then you will have to leave the country - at least temporarily. You go for a “visa run” then come back and for another 16 months you wont have to leave the Philippines.
In certain circumstances you can apply to Manila for permission to remain here for a further 8 months; these circumstances are usually health related problems or if you are in the process of applying for Permanent Residence.
This is how much you will have to pay for your visa extensions.
Visa Waiver (38 days): 3,030 p - this is if you enter the country without a visa purchased at the Philippines embassy in your home country.
1st Extension: 4,830 p
ACR card cost 2,800 p
2nd Extension: 2,830 p
3rd Extension: 4,240 p
Succeeding Extensions: 2,830 p
Total for a year: 18,560 p / approximately 453$
ACR card (Alien Citizen Registration card) is required for all tourists who stay longer than 59 days. It has to be renewed every year.
Tips for visa run:
There are low fare airline flights from Cebu to Singapore (direct: Tiger Airways) or Hong Kong (direct: Cebupacific and Airphilexpress). If you book in advance, you may get real cheap deals.
From Manila you have more options, also Air Asia has flight between Kuala Lumpur and Clark airport, which is not far from Manila.
Other things to consider regarding visas
If you apply to extend your visa even one day after the due date, you may be required to provide a written explanation for the delay and you will pay 1000 peso fine.
All visitors on tourist visas, who have stayed for longer than 6 months, need to obtain an “exit clearance” from the BI (Bureau of Immigration) before they want to leave the country. This involves taking fingerprints, providing photos and currently costs 500 pesos.
You must not forget about this requirement, otherwise you would be turned down at the airport by the Immigration Officer and miss your plane.
If you intend to visit the Bureau of Immigration yourself to take care of your visa extensions, make sure you will be wearing long pants and proper shoes, otherwise by law you cannot enter the premises of the Bureau.
You may think this is funny, but the Filipinos are very particular about this. If you forget and go there in shorts, there is a “rent a pant” shop nearby where you can actually rent long pants (very ugly ones) to enter the office. If you don’t have your ID photo with you, they will take it for you in the same shop, just near the entrance, you can’t miss it.
I strongly recommend to use a service for visa extensions, sometimes the waiting time is long even if you have paid express fee.
Other Visas
Permanent Resident Visas
As these are more complex than the Tourist Visas, I intend to give only a brief overview of the options.
Once any permanent residence visa is granted, you are only required to visit the BI once a year, within the first 60 days of the new year, show your receipt and passport and pay the annual fee of 310 pesos.
13a Visa
This visa is only available for those foreigners who are married to a Filipino citizen and the application is made by the Filipino citizen, requesting that their spouse being given permanent resident status. About 2 weeks after filing the application form, the couple will be called in to the BI for an interview to assess the integrity and validity of their marriage. If successful, the 13a visa will be granted about 2 months later.
The application can be made either in the Philippines, or via the Embassy / Consulate in your own country, but both parties must be present.
If the application is made in the Philippines, the 13a visa issued is “probationary” and the couple need to return about 9 months after the date of grant for another interview where, if successful, the spouse’s visa will be made “permanent”.
If the application is made overseas, the spouse will be required to undergo a medical examination, however once granted the visa is immediately “permanent” and no second interview is required.
SRRV – Special Resident Retiree’s Visa
The options and variables of this visa are too complex to cover completely in this visa option summary, but it allows anyone over 35 years old, without a criminal record, who meets the medical standards to obtain permanent residence in return for an interest paying deposit with the Philippine Retirement Agency. This people I have spoken with who have this visa type speak very highly of the professionalism and helpfulness of the staff. You can obtain more information about this visa by visiting this link.
SVEG – Special Visa for Employment Generation
This is a newly created visa option designed to encourage foreign investment and local employment in the Philippines. The main requirement for qualification is the full time employment of a minimum of 10 Filipinos. More information can be found at this link.
Quota Visa
This visa is granted at the discretion of the Commissioner to a certain number of people from different countries each year.
For more details or assistance in visa procedures please contact Paul Whiteway at cebuexpatservices@gmail.com
Paul stays in a suburb of Cebu and will help you in most official matters you might encounter, including visa, legal, or setting up your company. He even arranges weddings and rents motor bikes! So he is really a one stop shop for you.
He and his wife, Elsa, are experts in these areas and have helped a ton of foreigners who stayed in Cebu or nearby. You can actually leave your passport with Paul (you only need to carry a xerox copy with you - even policemen accept that) and he will do all the visa renewals for you at the right time - you will only have to send him the money for the fees. Believe me, its a great convenience. Or try to do yourself in BI offices - don’t forget to bring your long pants, in shorts you wont be allowed into the premises...
The exchange rate of the Philippine peso shows unfavorable tendency against the US dollar in the past few years. While the exchange rate between 2004-2006 was well over 50 pesos / USD, today its just slightly over 40 pesos for a dollar.
This is a huge difference - if you live on 1000$ a month its 15,000 pesos, which can pay the rent for a decent house.
Despite of this tendency, living in the Philippines can be still very cheap.
Let me give some price examples:
Beer (San Miguel) 30p to 50p depending on the place
PET bottle Coke 1.5 liters 50p
UHT Milk 65-80p / liter
Ground pork 135p
Ground beef 160-180p
Bread small pieces (various shapes, fills, etc) 5p
Bottled small coke (sakto) 7p
Bottled soft drinks 300ml 10p and up
Egg 5-6p / piece depending on the size
French Fries frozen 150-200p / 2 kilo bag
Ice Cream 1 liter box 200p
Fresh fish 170-500p per kilo
Banana 3 pieces for 5 peso
Mango 60-80p per kilo
Propane gas 11.5 kilo tank 800-1000p
Petrol 55p / liter
Diesel 42-45p / liter
Water (5 gallon) 25-35p per fill
Cigarettes 25-30p / pack (10 - 14p local brands / pack)
Cooking oil (refined coconut oil, bulk in plastic bag) 68-70p
Bottled refined cooking oil 100p / liter and up
Rice 35-45p / kilo or higher if special rice type or brand
Chicken 105 - 110p / kilo whole chicken
Chicken parts 130p / kilo
Big Mac / Quarter Pounder 110p, in menu 159p
Cheeseburger McDo 39p
Burger McDo 25p
2 pcs chicken with rice McDo 120p
A chicken pice with rice in a local food stall is 35 – 40p
Cost of Living
In the previous pages I have covered the prices of some items for everyday living, here I will summarize your other expected costs and its structure.
1) Rent
This depends on your needs and the location you choose. In cities rent is always more expensive - you may compensate it with your lower cost of transportation if you have to visit the city frequently. Simple rooms range from 4000 to 6000 pesos / month (100 - 150 USD)
You can rent a two story house a little outside of the city center for 8000-10,000 pesos (200-250 USD).
It is good to look at suburban areas, as for example around Cebu these areas have all what you need most of the days - grocery shops, supermarkets - so you really only need to visit the city if you have a specific need.
Use of motor bike is highly recommended. Traffic can be congested at times even in suburb areas, with a motor bike you will be able to get to your destination much faster. I have spent long hours in the jam in my car - sometimes I was really mad why I have not chosen a motor bike instead. Motor bikes are widely available for sale, new or 2nd hand as well. You can choose from Japanese brands or China made models according to your budget.
If you go to the countryside you can expect real good deals on rent, mostly if your negotiation is done by a local friend or your girlfriend. However never forget that your girlfriend may have her own agenda about the place to live - a low cost place (even if its very good for your dollar spent) may not be good enough for her for the simple reason of not being expensive enough to show off to family members or friends. And if it is done by a friend you may end up at places that he/she prefers for personal interest. Surely your friend will have his/her cut from the deal, but you will be still better off compared to when you do the negotiations on your own - so make sure your friend is a proven real friend, which is difficult to find anywhere and more difficult to find in the Philippines.
There is a constant debate whether its a good idea to live close to the family of your girlfriend / wife, or not. There are pros and cons and I am afraid the cons will always outweigh the pros. A foreigner is always being seen as a walking wallet or the family’s personal ATM, you cannot change this - it is so deeply under the skin of the Filipinos. You are rich for them no matter what (and regardless your actual financial situation). In comparison with an average Filipino perhaps you really are - and you are expected to share this wealth with the extended family. If you are unprepared, you may face a lot of difficulties about this.
2) Fuel
Gas (petrol) is available around 55 pesos a liter, while diesel would cost between 41 or 44 pesos.
3) Electricity
The price of electric power in the Philippines is the most expensive in Asia (as per 2011 survey). The reason might be that the Philippines is the only country in the region that has privatized its electric power sector and has no subsidy on the rates.
1 kWh will cost anywhere between 10 and 14 pesos depending on the the provider and the area.
4) Visas
As detailed earlier visa renewal is a recurring cost, as well as the visa runs - for which I suggest to prepare in time by early booking to reduce cost. Luckily you will need far less visa runs compared to any country in the area.
5) Eating out
If you like to cook, local type gas ranges are available in various sizes at low cost (15 to 50$). Cookware is widely available and usually not expensive but they lack quality - thin walls I mean - using them may result in burning your food if your gas range is too powerful. They are difficult to fine tune... Pressure cookers are expensive, if you have such thing and your beloved thick wall pans and pots, bring them along in a balikbayan box.
But if you don’t like to cook, you will have a wide range (also price wise) of choices available. Locals usually eat in establishments called “pongko-pongko” which literally means squatting. While you don’t have to squat, these places don’t look too inviting. They look sometimes gloomy and dirty with plastic chairs that have seen better days and turned grey from their original white color. Basically these are stalls with pots placed on a counter in front and people check whats inside by lifting the lids and peep. Since the pots contain pre-cooked food, you will never know when has the preparation happen. It could be days before (refrigerated?) and reheated later.
While I have never got any disease from the food eaten in these places, they have never been my favorites. The food in the pots are priced according to the ingredients (meat dishes are obviously more expensive) and rice is at 10 peso per portion. You can eat for 30-40 pesos in a pongko-pongko.
Alternatively you can find stalls selling lechon manok which is the BBQ chicken, usually whole piece. The price of a whole lechon manok varies between 150 to 170 pesos and the chicken are usually small. The so called “local” chicken - which Filipinos prefer for its better taste - has really not too much meat on it and is quite hard to chew.
If you live in the countryside these are your best options, unless your place has some touristic value when a pizza shop or Western style restaurant also might be found.
In big cities - such as Cebu - you can find anything from T.G. Friday’s to McDonalds and there are some quite good restaurants also in the fine dine or semi fine dine categories as well. It really depends on your wallet.
In Cebu I like Casa Verde, they have quite OK steaks at reasonable prices and in SM shopping mall you can eat nice Asian food from other countries’ cuisine: Thai, Malay or Indian in Spice Fusion. Prices are not too friendly though, they increased recently.
I cannot give you full restaurant reviews on the pages of this ebook - I simply don’t go to them often as I live in the province where there are no proper restaurants. Best if you try some of them - not difficult to locate the restaurants, they are usually concentrated in shopping malls, in Cebu these are Ayala Mall, SM and Parkmall. There are many out in the city of course but for the beginner its easier to go around in a mall and see what to get there. After all you wont be able to avoid going to malls for various reasons: to pay for your internet or phone bills or buying stuff not available elsewhere.
6) Daily shopping
The widest available grocery shop option is called “sari-sari”, which is a pop and mom type family business at the front (or back) of the house. The word sari-sari in Tagalog means variety.
There are so many of them, you will believe all houses have one. Well, almost.
They only sell the basics, such as shampoo, wash powder, canned tuna or meat, snacks, cigarettes, soft drinks and sometimes beer and eggs. And often they sell “load” which is how Filipinos call the topping up of their prepaid mobile phone services.
Some have refrigerator - usually from Coca Cola - but they keep all perishable goods in them, not only Coke. It seems the company does not care about that, unlike in other countries.
Some sari-saris have a contract with a bakery and have limited choice of bread items - slightly marked up, just like anything else. They cater for people in the neighborhood who don’t want or can’t afford riding a “sikad” (tricycle) to the town proper to shop in a bigger shop with better choice.
In a country where people’s diet is predominantly based on rice you can find a remarkable amount of bakeries. They are the living example of the Filipino type of business competition style - if a bakery is open, in a few months there will be three more next door, until they kill each other.
There are bakeries that belong to a franchise like Julie’s and local enterprises - sometimes the local businesses dominate the scene with many shops in a certain area.
Their pricing is similar, it seems there is no price competition and their products are identical (at least for me), all cater for the local taste. You can hardly find proper Western type of bread, most products are sweetened and flavored with cinnamon and other fragrant spices and / or filled with something. Their texture is cake like and the fill is usually small, no wonder the taste is not too expressed - the fill is made of fills...
In the local shops milk products are rare find, sometimes the sari-sari has refrigerator and then you find local butter (which is vegetable oil based, yet called butter) and UHT milk, slightly overpriced compared to the prices in the cities.
The sari-sari pricing (a little margin on everything vs supermarket price) is based on the fact that real grocery wholesale system does not exist. While there are suppliers for certain products, the only benefit of these is delivery, but their prices are same as what you pay in a supermarket if you shop in the city.
Sari-sari owners often do their wholesale shopping in one of the few supermarket chains: Gaisano or SM, which you will probably notice if you go there: piles of the same small pack size items in shopping carts waiting for check out at the cashier.
Your other shopping option is these big supermarket chains. They are like huge sari-sari stores, they keep huge variety of salty and sweet snacks, canned food (China made pork, tuna and corned beef), dry noodles, sugar, oil, rice, cosmetics and household chemicals. They also carry a limited choice of international goods, usually at high price, as well as frozen goods, some clothing and household appliances. But also these are the places to go to buy fresh meat, chicken and vegetables.
In Cebu I recommend SM Hypermart - previously Metro. This store is somewhat unpopular among locals ever since reopened - perhaps because it is near to the main SM with the same supermarket downstairs but out of the main jeepney routes. You may need a car to visit this place or come with taxi - the parking lot is huge and usually empty. In fact I have never seen more than 20% of its area being occupied.
I like shopping there as most of the time no customers inside, a large number of staff working and ready to help you. Despite the obviously slow business the company maintains the quality and freshness of the goods. Well, the store is run by one of the richest corporations in the Philippines, they can take the losses. This store surely doesn’t make profits.
If you want clothes, shoes and such there is a million designer shops in malls, or cheaper alternatives in the department stores that each malls have. Locals tend to buy their clothes in “ukay-ukay” outlets, these sell 2nd hand clothing by the kilo or by piece. The goods are mostly of Korean origin, they come rarely from Europe and the US. In the province you can find bargains when Gaisano (a supermarket chain) tries to get rid of old stocks in there usually at the time of the local fiesta. They put up tents and pile up the old stocks there knowing that fiesta is the time when locals spend money no matter what.
There is one interesting aspect of pricing strategies in the Philippines which may surprise you when you encounter with it. At home if you buy large amounts or bulk of something you expect to pay less compared to when you buy the same amount but in smaller packages. This is not the case in the Philippines, if you have a calculator with you when you do your shopping, you will see you pay the same, and in certain cases even more!
Whats behind this strange strategy? Well, locals usually live for the day, they don’t have enough money to buy big amounts but they go and buy their daily necessities every day. So makers of such products (food, cosmetics, household chemicals etc.) adjusted their packaging accordingly. In the sari-sari stores you will see a million small packs hanging from the ceiling, you will even bump your head into them. Soap, shampoo, candies, instant coffee - most everything comes in small sachets.
The marketing thinking behind this is the following: buying big amounts for the convenience of less frequent shopping is the privilege of the rich who drive their SUV-s to the supermarkets. So these bigger packs would be priced higher than the same amount from the smaller packaging, as they will be bought by the rich. Another factor is the packaging material used. A good example is a plastic box that carries 3 to 5 kilo mayonnaise. These are very useful items for the Filipinos, the empty boxes are actually sold in the markets in the province, for a relatively high price (considering it used to be a packaging material that has been already paid for by someone). Somehow in case of these products the “value” of the containers is added to the price.
Money Transfer - Remittance Services
It is important to cover remittance services as they play crucial role in many Filipinos' lives. Families are often depend on a member who has a job abroad or some distant part of the country. The banking infrastructure and financial skill set of an average local is prohibiting for the use of banking as in the West we are used to it. While many of the employers use banks for transferring the salaries of the employees, the banking ends at the ATM where the employee takes all the money out on paydays.
The rest of the family has no bank accounts, so if the lucky one who has a job wants to support them, must do it by a remittance service. There is no other country in the world where you will see so many branches of these remittance companies than in the Philippines. Wherever you look, the yellow-black Western Union signboard will pop out from the million other signboards “decorating” the scene.
According to a study by World Bank, number one is India and the Philippines is the second largest recipient in Asia for remittances. While in 1994 migrants have sent around $2.6 billion back to the Philippines through banking systems, with the addition of remittances sent through finance companies, the amount was close to $6 billion. The current remittance flow is an estimated $21.3 billion in 2010. Remittances are crucial source of revenue for the Philippines, accounting for 8.9% of the GDP. With this amount overseas workers earn the most foreign-exchange for the country - partly explaining why there is a palpable reluctancy in the Philippines for more export and competing in international markets.
Apart from Western Union (which is undoubtedly the largest in the Philippines) you can find one more big network, Cebuana Lhuillier. Apart from money remittance it is a pawn shop and they deal with insurance, bills payment, collections, and e-loading services.
The presence of these companies everywhere and the extent people using them indicates how important cash is in the Philippine economy.
Without the intention of covering this topic fully - which would be impossible - I will try to collect some of the very noticeable tits and bits of the Filipino culture that you will most probably encounter with. Its better to know about these upfront and think how would you handle situations where these come into your life.
Put the Blame on Someone Else
This is so common that I can say locals do this with no exception. They are never responsible for anything, they won't take the responsibility for their own actions. Filipinos have the ability to look you straight in the eye and say 'it wasn't me' even when presented with evidence. It is related to the "saving face" phenomenon, which I will cover later.
An example that I heard from someone: The guy dropped off his clothes at a laundry shop, then picked it up next day and one of his white shirts came out pink - basically destroyed. He was angry and asked, why? The response was 'It was already like that, it's not our fault'. He then talked to the shop manager who got very angry and repeated the same thing as her staff. The argument came to the point that the shop manager told him 'You come here in my country and complaining and become angry? How dare you?'
From this little story you can learn not only the "blame others" approach but also the importance of not becoming angry at any cost and something about the Filipinos have against the foreigners. You have the right to pay money, buy services, invest your money and spend it - and that's where your rights will end. If you raise your voice - let alone become angry and show it - you are a bad person even if your are right (no one ever will admit that you were right).
Some say this is typical for Asian cultures. Well, I cannot fully assess this statement - for all I know I have not experienced this blame game in Singapore or Malaysia - but in the Philippines always.
Keeping Promises – Not!
Another issue is keeping promises. The foreigner must keep to his promises all times. However, if Filipnos (or Filipinas of course) break a promise that's perfectly fine with them. This is also related to the "saving face" phenomenon, which I will cover later as well as the use of lies which is just as common as not keeping promises. In fact not keeping promises is a type of a lie if you think it over.
There is one thing Filipinos hate, and that it is to commit to anything. That goes back to the fear of not being able to live up to expectations. The other thing they hate is to say “no”. So they say “yes” which you will consider as commitment but that’s not what they mean. Filipinos believe strongly in saving face. This is why, in response to an invitation, when a Filipino says yes, it might mean “yes” but could mean “maybe”, or even “I don’t know.” It is often difficult for locals to say no.
Don’t get surprised if something you expect and promised by a Filipino wont happen. A mild form of this is the so called “Filipino timing” which means the person you are waiting for shows up from 30 minutes to 1-2 hours later than agreed. This even happens with representatives of big corporations, such as internet providers. I cannot count how many times the technicians came in the afternoon while the customer service officer opted me for a morning visit.
You will have to double and triple check (e.g. by a number of text messages) if you have an agreement to make sure it will happen.
Lies as Part of a Conversation
Lying seems to be noting but a conversation technique and they use it often. A Filipino won't get surprised if lied by another and if they figure someone lied to them they won't get upset as a Westerner would.
They lie to avoid responsibility (as mentioned above) or to get what they want. They lie if they think its necessary to "save face", to avoid looking stupid in a situation or to avoid an embarrassing situation. They lie even if obvious evidence is present. They just don't care.
I have no idea what's the reason behind this, but apart form the culture in the Philippines there is an environment which somewhat supports this lying approach. For example by the Philippine law a belief of a person is considered with same weight as a proven fact at a Philippine court. Can you believe that? You have an evidence against someone's belief and you get nowhere with that. So in a serious situation how do you know your opponent won't make up a belief (I mean a lie) if he/she has to, against your hard evidence? The law supports that…
Therefore when you have a conversation or discussion, you will have to go back to the same point time to time from different angles and probe the other person for discovering what he/she has said was true or a lie. You will have to be very smart and never lose temper even if the lie seems to be obvious to the extent that it causes pain for you not to say: "hey this is bullshit!"
Your lover, spouse or friend is no different. They will lie to you if they believe that is the right thing to do in order not to look stupid, to avoid you getting angry or anything they worry about and want to avoid. Later they may tell you the truth but you shall expect the opposite as with being honest later they might lose face - and saving face is one of the most important things for locals to do.
Between lying and saving face there is a remarkable relationship. You may think being caught red handed with an obvious lie Filipinos would lose their face. They won’t and until this day this remains a mystery for me.
Happy-Go-Lucky Filipinos
Typically, Filipinos live for the day. For them tomorrow is too far away. They don't think about retirement or a health plan. They go to work to feed their families. Not surprisingly Filipinos don't have the stress Western people do. They may be poor, but happy.
They have time for their families and friends. They don't throw their elders in an elderly care home but keep them with the family until death.
On the other hand there are millions of Filipinos / Filipinas working abroad hard and send money home to the rest of the family that don't work or don't want to work. Too many of the people back in the Philippines expect monthly remittances as though it's their God given right.
Obviously if there is a monthly remittance it won't help the receiver in finding a job or others means of living. It makes the lazy lazier and this system forces the working one abroad to sacrifice career and personal life for the family. But these ties and traditions are rooted so deep that the tradition perhaps will never change.
Those working hard abroad are being seen as the "lucky" ones and their efforts and sacrifices are seldom appreciated. The tradition of sharing everything with the family has to be obliged by them.
Filipinos are proud of being a happy-go-lucky and show the rest of the world that they are smiling despite the circumstances they face in their lives. Perhaps this mentality is the reason why they are often satisfied with mediocrity and seldom strive for excellence. Being constantly in a state of euphoria is more important than anything else, career, excellence in work or greater achievements.
Crab Mentality
You may hear this about Filipinos a lot. I have heard many times after I came here and to be honest initially I had no idea what it was. From the context all I figured was something about being envious or jealous but could not really catch the real meaning.
Hereby I try to explain what crab mentality is.
Crab mentality is one of the worst attitude of a Filipino. If someone is on the top or trying to get there, others will do anything to make this person go down. Those being not on the top feel better if everyone are in the same position and not any better. This partly explains why individual achievement and personal career is not so easy for the Filipinos - to the extent that many of them never even try any effort to become better. Add the “share with the family” tradition, any effort for doing better would result in the family (who did nothing about the achievement) doing better first - making the individual sweat for the family members and not for himself.
And the crab mentality also exists within the family...
But why “crab” mentality? What has crab to do with all this? Well, you should see a bucket of crabs in the wet market to understand. The crabs are holding each other tight with their clamps and legs and none of them can really move up. So even the top ones can’t escape from the basket. That is how those who are below avoid the top ones to get better - if they can’t do better themselves.
Disobey Rules
Filipinos are unable of living by the rule of law. They ignore simple rules or regulations whether on the road or in the workplace. This is because of a certain individualism or egocentric approach, Filipinos have the sense of being more important than anybody else. They cutting you off on highway or in a queue all the time.
This mentality can be observed in the form of dangerous carelessness. Parents allow their little children play at the side of a high traffic road or tricycle drivers wont use light on their vehicle in pitch black night - even when carrying passengers.
This one gave me endless head aches when driving on provincial areas in the evening. I was aware that in case of an accident I will be held responsible - for driving a car but more importantly being a foreigner, regardless the lack of proper lights on the tricycle.
Why they wont use light, is beyond me. Saving some centavos by risking their and the passengers life with no lights on?
But it is not only the tricycles. Motorcycle riders are the same most of the time. While they have their head lights, they disconnect the back lights considering it unnecessary - even on brand new motorcycles. Or riding the bike with no lights on and switch it on all of a sudden last minute when you get close with your car - it is a scary experience as all you see is a flash out of nowhere and you have no time to adjust in case if it was necessary. Sometimes I wonder how could I manage driving without any accident so far. Knock on wood...
While disconnecting lights in the back, they love to replace the front lights. With a weaker one you may think, so to save on fuel by using less electric power on the bike. Wrong. They replace the front bulb with a much stronger one! Then they don’t use it most of the time...
The combination of some people riding without lights while others use light boost results in a nightmare driving experience after dusk. You will have to combine the eye of a mole and an eagle same time - impossible. I developed a habit to be at home before dark all times and reduce my driving in the evening to the bare minimum. Who wants to sit in a Philippine jail as a result of someone else’s careless behavior?
I can add to the mix the notoriously missing break lights - mostly observed with jeepneys that stop frequently any time, anywhere without a single warning sign of that would happen.
I can’t imagine traffic rules in the Philippines allow these practices, they are simply not followed and they are not enforced.
Lunch Break
This is a sacred thing for Filipinos, life stops everywhere at noon as employees are out for lunch. And they love to have long lunch breaks, at least one hour. So if you expect a cue, don’t go there around 11 a.m., you wont be out before 2 p.m. Just go around 1 p.m.
Take a Leak on the Roadside
Well, this happens often. Men and boys in broad daylight piss against the wall even in the city. They don’t care. They do it wherever they feel like doing it. And they are not necessary drunk. You will see. You will see many times.
Take My Picture
It seems that no matter where you take your Filipina girlfriend, how interesting the place or the attraction is, all that the Filipinos / Filipinas seem to be interested in is having their picture taken in front of the attraction or building, as a documentation of some sort that they were there. Don’t worry if that happens just take the pictures. They will look great in Facebook and its an easy way to make your local friend happy.
Amor Propio, Hiya and Saving Face
Amor propio is Spanish for pride or self-love, self-respect. In the Filipino culture it includes sensitivity to personal insult and the stimuli that set it off are those which strike at the Filipino’s most highly valued attributes. To damage another person’s amor propio is an invite to conflict, even violence sometimes.
Filipinos are very sensitive to criticism, insults whether real or imagined, and they can become worst enemies for reasons Westerners would never understand.
I stress “imagined”. You will have to be very cautious in certain situations not to be even close to hurt the feelings of a Filipino. A Filipino would be thought of as lacking amor propio if they accepted criticism weakly or did not offer honored guests the proper hospitality.
The difference between how Westerners and Filipinos take insults is similar to how a normal pot with a lid would release steam versus a pressure cooker. A Westerner would let the anger go in smaller amounts, not waiting until his head boils. A pressure cooker takes longer to boil or explode but the pressure is much higher inside.
Filipinos will take insults until they feel like they can't take anymore, then they will go out on full attack. This is especially bad if you're from a culture where you throw out casual jokes without actually intending to be disrespectful and insulting. Filipinos are far less likely to talk shit than a Westerner but they are more likely to kill. Yes, kill. Be careful.
Also tied to saving face is hiya, which means shame. Hiya is felt by those whose actions are seen as socially unacceptable, and one of the ultimate insults in Philippine society is to be labeled walang-hiya, which translates to being shameless. Everyone is expected to have hiya, and to win the respect of others by conforming to community norms. Those who change allegiances for personal convenience are seen as double-faced.
In order to save face, Filipinos are not allowed to express anger or resentment, so their hostility can take the form of withdrawal of cheerfulness from someone who has displeased them. This silent treatment is known as tampo. After a “cooling off” period, it is important to respond to this person with a friendly approach or relations will further damage.
Pakikisama
This means the ability to get along well in a group and enjoy togetherness. One who understands and follows pakikisama will sacrifice individual interest for the group.
Beliefs
FIlipinos are superstitious and believe in a number of things, creatures that we may find funny. They believe in mermaids in the sea and ghosts in houses. And they are serious about it. One of my Filipino friends went so far with this that he refused bicycling on the road beside an allegedly haunted house after dark where he expected ghosts to live. Interestingly when we passed the same house by car in the evening, he had no problem.
Maybe
There are many things you must observe when it comes to getting "yes" or "no" responses - especially from a Filipino: the speaker's facial expression, tone, words and gestures. You will often receive a “maybe”, which may mean a polite “no” - but you never know. They don’t like to say “no” except for situations like an invitation for food - they consider polite if they say “no” a few times before accepting the invitation. You will have to repeat your invitation if you really want a local to accept it.
Sure Signs to Identify a Filipino
There is a huge number of websites detailing the signs of how to recognize if someone is a Filipino. They are funny, but most of the listed characteristics are true. I collected some of them to share.
A Filipino....
will point with his lips
will eat with his hand
will nod his head upwards to greet someone
will collect items from hotels or restaurants as "souvenirs"
will smile for no reason
will flirt by having a foolish grin on his face while raising his eyebrows repeatedly
will go to department stores and try bargain with the price
will scratch his head when will don't know the answer
will never eat the last morsel of food on the table
will add an 'H' to his name: Jhun, Bhoy, Rhon
his middle name is his mom's maiden name
is perfectly comfortable in a squatting position with his elbows resting on his knees
will always arrive 30 minutes late
will always offer food to his visitors
will draw a rectangle in the air when asking for the bill
will show up late for work and his excuse is 'I forgot to on the alarm' or better yet 'traffic eh'
will sell Amway and Herbalife as sideline
will use shopping bags as garbage bags
will use laundry detergent to wash his dishes
and a Filipino...
will say "comfort room" instead of "bathroom"
will say "for take out" instead of "to go"
will "open" or "close" the lights
will refer to the refrigerator as the "ref"
will say "Ha?" instead of "What?"
will say "Hoy!" to get someone's attention
will answer when someone yells "Hoy!"
will turn around when someone says "Psst"
will say "for a while" instead of "please hold" on the phone
will say "he," when will mean "she" and vice versa
will say "air-con" instead of "a/c" or air conditioner
will say "brown-out" instead of "black-out"
will say "Uy!" instead of "Oops"
will pronounce "F" for "P" or "P" for "F"
Tagay
Filipinos when get together and have some drink, they drink from the same glass and just pass it on. Usually someone will invite the others and will pay the bill, decide what to drink and usually pour the drink in a glass that is passed to another who is expected to finish it with one gulp then the glass will be filled again and the it goes around from person to person until everyone is drunk.
Apparently Filipinos don’t drink for the pleasure of drinking but to get drunk. Drinking sessions often end up in fights, sometimes with deadly endings.
Eating with Hands (Kamayan)
In addition to eating with fork and spoon method, eating with hands (kamayan) is very common. They use all the fingers to gather the food into a small piece then put it the mouth using thumb by gently pushing the food in.
Filipinos usually make slightly sticky rice to make it easier to form the little mounds. Obviously kamayan doesn't work with soups or noodles, only with food that comes with rice.
Eating with a Fork and Spoon - No Knife
If not with hands, Filipinos usually eat with fork and spoon. The fork in the left hand is used to place the food into the spoon held in the right hand. The food will eventually go to the mouth from the spoon. When cutting meat the edge of the spoon is used.
Mano Po
A nice way to give respect to elders when children greet or say goodbye to their elders and they take the right hand of the elder with their right hand and touch the elder's hand lightly on their forehead. This is called Mano Po. It is also a way of accepting a blessing from the elder.
Respect to Others
You will hear from your Filipino friends words of respect when they talk to other Filipinos / Filipinas, regardless the person is a family member or not. These words are from family origins, as initially intended to address uncles or aunts, brothers or sisters.
Lolo = Grandfather Lola = Grandmother
Tito = Uncle Tita = Aunt
Kuya = older brother Ate = older sister
Filipino Facial Expressions
Filipinos are perhaps better in non-verbal communication than in verbal. In certain situations the lack of verbal communication may shock you. I have seen Filipinos coming out from their bedrooms in the morning and say nothing to the people who were already outside. “People” included their partners, family members or close friends. In our culture we would say “good morning” or “hi”. It seems Filipinos don’t bother with that.
On the other hand they have an amazing set of facial expressions one cannot see elsewhere. Better to learn them in advance, otherwise you might get surprised or sometimes even laugh when a Filipino just acts “normal” for his culture and may get embarrassed if you laugh at his facial expression. Obviously most of them wont realize that in your culture that expression may not mean anything or means something different.
Pointing to a Place With Lips
You would do this with your index finger, Filipinos do with their lips! They point the lips towards the place as if kissing but its not all. The further the place is the more they protrude the lips. If they turn or lift their head while the lips are in the “kiss” formation and the “kissing” takes longer, you can make sure the place they are referring to is very far... Be cautious: if a Filipina puckering her lips it doesn’t mean she is asking for a kiss. She might just be pointing to something behind you and slap you in the face, if you misinterpret.
What? I Don’t Understand
This one looks particularly funny as Filipinos can really make a stupid face (I mean a face that in our culture looks stupid or we are used to it only when someone really ignorant making a face of not understanding a simple thing). They sometimes ask “ha?” if they don’t understand something, but more often they just use the facial expression of “ha?” without any sound coming out from their mouth. Basically an open mouth with dropped jaw and a look of amazement, or surprise with widely opened eyes staring at you. Really funny.
How Are You?
They raise the eyebrows as high as possible and add a smile while tipping their head back while doing it. Its a greeting for those they don’t intend to talk to just green as passing by.
I Don’t Like That Person
In this case Filipinos make a face that we usually do when something is very smelly.
Smiles
With smiles Filipinos tend to convey quite a range of messages that we do not usually associate with smiles, such as embarrassment or apology. My foreigner landlord gave me the advice not to be too pleased when a Filipino smiles at me, as behind the smile he / she might assessing me and try to figure how to rip me off. Well, he might be right or not, he stayed in the Philippines for over 25 years, so he might know a thing or more.
Money
Just imagine the OK sign we use at home - by forming a circle with the thumb and index finger. This means money for the Filipino. Use it with caution, with certain facial expressions it may have other meanings.
In general Filipino food is far less exciting than Indian, Thai, Malay or Vietnamese. While I have heard similar remarks from other expats, let me just say that the following is my personal taste - that’s all I can share with you.
I find Filipino food quite tasteless, I can’t see the refined use of herbs and spices that characterizes Thai or Indian cuisine. While all ingredients that Thais may use are available, the Filipino cuisine just won’t use them.
My first impression of Filipino food was that its too oily, it uses fatty pork meat for most everything. At the butcher or meat counter at the supermarket most of the meat cuts you can buy has fat and skin on. This is because traditional Filipino dishes are made of those.
You will find pricing very interesting. In the West we are used to prices that reflect to the lean meat content in a product. Not here. You can buy a kilo lean meat at the same price as a kilo of fatty cut with skin if the latter is for a specific Filipino dish. No logic whatsoever from a Westerner point of view. Same goes for the bones. The worst return on your meat investment is with ribs, which consists of bones with very little meat - yet you pay higher or same price as for pure meat.
The dishes are generally very simple preparation variations of these cuts. A fatty piece of meat with skin can be just fried in oil (with minimal pepper and soy sauce “marinade”) and it will be called “pork chop”.
Similar fat-skin-meat combo from the pork belly would make lechon kawali - but this one will be boiled with laurel leaves, Ajinomoto and pepper before being fried in hot oil.
I have mentioned lechon manok stalls earlier. Lechon manok is the charcoal BBQ-ed whole chicken and the stalls are everywhere on the streets, if you walk you will be attracted by the smoky smell from quite a distance. Lets see in details what will you have there.
The good lechon manok shops use herbs and spices which they place inside the whole chicken. These can be garlic, spring onions, pepper, lemon grass.
And as they use charcoal for the preparation the chicken will have a very nice smoky taste. If you find a good stall where you liked the taste, better you go next time as the same chicken from another shop may not have the same good taste you got used to.
Lechon baboy is the name of the whole pig barbecued over charcoal. Locals love it and mostly the parts with the skin. Filipinos developed a skill for how to make the skin of the pig very crispy and tasty - on the other hand the meat under the skin is quite tasteless and they eat it with a lechon sauce, which looks like a light brown gravy but tastes sweet and salty. Another sauce you will see often is very characteristic for the Philippines, I have not seen it anywhere else. Its the soy sauce vinegar combination, called sawsawan. They add a small piece of chili - but more often than not they place the whole chili in the sauce so the sauce wont become spicy at all. If you want it hot, cut the chili. Additionally they squeeze a small local lime (lemoncito or calamansi) into the mix. They use it for most every meal: lechon, fried chicken, lechon kawali - along with banana ketsup and chili sauce.
Here I have to make a note that Filipinos eat most everything too sweet. Even the commercially available products are too sweet for the taste of a Westerner. This includes sauces, bread, cooked dishes, drinks - most everything except for rice which they cook unsalted and they may stare at you surprised if you add a pinch of salt in the cooking water for better taste.
Another cheap eating option of the street food choice is fried food, mainly fried chicken and spring rolls. Since these stalls cater mostly for those with low income, apart from chicken (which you know what it is) the other fried stuff can taste bad for you or you find fillers instead of ingredients. They call spring rolls lumpia and there is another (bigger) version of it which is called ngo yong.
Lumpia usually contains chopped vegetables and spices - sometimes meat and always MSG. Ngo yong has some weird part of the coconut tree in its fill shredded and then battered and fried. According to the locals the tree will die if this part is taken out.
Another widely loved food also costs the life of a coconut tree - the puso, which is cooked rice in a little rhomboid shape basket, hand made using special youngest coconut leaves. When these leaves are cut off from the middle of the leave bunch, the tree wont grow anymore but slowly die... Filipinos still love to eat puso. After all the largest number of coconut trees in the world can be found in the Philippines.
Fried chicken piece with rice starts from 35 pesos in the province and the price could be much higher in cities but you can also buy small chicken pieces for 5 pesos each, these are usually necks or the butt of the chicken, sometimes undersize wing parts.
The fried chicken has the Asian type of crispy breading and it is actually quite good. This breading mix is made of flour and corn starch where the corn starch is used in higher extent due to its lower cost. Some salt and MSG (monosodium glutamate) is added, often a “branded” kind called Magic Sarap. Some shops do marinate the chicken by soaking it in a liquid containing meat tenderizer and MSG, maybe some garlic at times.
It is important to know for the health conscious that Filipinos use MSG (monosodium glutamate) in every dish they make, no exception. The chemical is sold under the name Ajinomoto but a large number of other brands of MSG is also available. Filipinos use it as westerners use sugar or salt - for them it is a basic “spice”.
I have never seen such widespread usage of this chemical anywhere else in the world. Believers of MSG usage rave about Ajinomoto to impart a new sense, described as savory, in addition to the basic tastes: sweet, bitter, sour and salty. According to them when added to food it enhances the natural taste present in the food by bringing about a natural ripening process that brings out its full flavor. It could also be added at any stage of cooking and can be used for any type of cuisine. I for one try to avoid it as much as I can - it gives me big time stomach burn.
I have to mention here the so called Pinoy burgers. These are sold in stalls under various franchise names (such as Angel’s Burger or Big Mac to name a few) which carry basically the same thing. It is a burger lookalike, consists of a bun with something inside but the content differs from what you have ever seen as a patty. There is a resemblance of a cold cut by the looks until you taste it. This thing took me months thinking to figure what it was made of.
To be honest I am not yet sure even today what on earth they use for making this “patty”. My best guess is some soy derivate but I am not certain. Definitely zero meat. Since you can get two of these for 20 pesos (buy one get one scheme) it is not possible to make profits if these burgers were made of any kind of real meat.
There is a particularly bad smell when the patties are on the frying plate, so good luck if you want to try. I only attempted once and could not finish one of the two burgers, although it was quite small.
Sometimes I see foreign tourists in these burger establishments with the “ah, what a deal, two burgers for half a dollar” initial smile on their face that would freeze very soon after the first bite.
Balut
I had to write about this in a separated space not only for its uniqueness but being undoubtedly the most debated Pinoy food among foreigners. I personally find this “delicacy” particularly disgusting.
If you never heard about it just wait until you see locals eating it and once you will know what it is, you will understand why some people get shocked about it.
Balut is a 17 days old duck embryo, eaten from the shell. Well, it is cooked - at least that’s what I heard from my Filipino friends. It also means the embryo is boiled alive - now you perhaps understand my aversion to it. People believe it has aphrodisiac properties - certainly contains high amounts of protein if nothing else. Some say similar thing is available in Vietnam, Cambodia and China - maybe. For me its a very Filipino “food” and when the topic of balut pops up, it never fails to shock me. Its admirers eat it with vinegar and salt, sometimes garlic. They sip the “broth” around the embryo before the shell is peeled off. Balut is sold by street vendors and often consumed with beer.
After this quick outlook, lets see some of the typical Pinoy dishes that most restaurants keep and sooner or later you will encounter with when taking a look at restaurant menus or food stall displays.
Adobo
Adobo is present in every household in the Philippines, it is believed Mexican in origin. Filipinos use it also as preserving meat, as cooking meat (mostly chicken and pork) in a mixture of soy sauce, vinegar, salt, garlic, pepper and other spices, is a practical to preserve meat when refrigeration is not possible.
Lechon Baboy
I have mentioned lechon baboy earlier, here I just add that it is the most common party food in the Philippines. Not surprisingly it became the symbol of pakikisama and the happy-go-lucky character of the Filipinos.
In Cebu, the stomach of the pig is stuffed with star anise, pepper, spring onions, laurel leaves and lemongrass. Somewhat similar to the preparation of the grilled chicken, locally called as lechon manok.
Sisig
Poverty results in being creative when it comes using resources in the kitchen, so in the Filipino kitchen nothing goes to waste. The pork’s cheeks, head and liver will be cut into very small cubes that will become a sizzling dish called sisig.
Sisig has a crunchy and chewy texture and while it is considered as appetizer, it is a perfect dish for a main course. Not the healthiest one though. Good match for a cold beer. Usually it comes with a sunny side up egg and lemoncito to squeeze on. Really delicious.
Crispy Pata
Another example of a simple deep fried meat dish that has quite some skin and fat on. The pork knuckle is simmered, drained and deep fried until crisp. The meat is tender and juicy inside, with a crisp, crackling exterior. Served with sawsawan and chili.
Chicken Inasal
It's grilled chicken. The meat is marinated in a mix of lemongrass, calamansi, salt, pepper and garlic and brushed with achuete oil and best with garlic rice. It is quite similar to lechon manok.
Mang Inasal is a restaurant chain where you can buy this type of chicken - and while Mang does not belong to the low end in terms of prices, their outlets are often full.
Bulalo
Bulalo soup is made from beef. The broth is rich with flavors after boiling the beef for hours. They use parts with big bones with bone marrow to enjoy.
Kare-kare
The sauce of this oxtail stew is made from ground toasted rice and crushed peanuts. Banana blossom, eggplants and string beans will be added for more interesting textures, It's eaten with steamed rice and bagoong (shrimp paste). Not to be mistaken for curry, its not really that.
Kamaro
Kamaro is something you may not want to try, just like balut. Made of mole crickets which they cook with legs and wings removed. The bugs’ bodies will be boiled in vinegar and garlic then sautéed in oil, onion and chopped tomatoes until chocolate brown.
Sinigang
Sinigang is a stew made of fish, prawns, pork or beef soured tamarind or tomatoes. Often accompanied by vegetables like kangkong and string beans, garnished with rice.
Dinuguan
This is another shocking looking dish - to be honest when I saw first it reminded me of a bowl of liquid crap. Its that brown and has such looks. It does not look appetizing at all and made of pig innards stewed in pig blood seasoned with garlic, onion and oregano and eaten with rice cake or steamed rice. I never tried.
Betute
Filipinos get a frog, stuff it with minced pork and deep fry it. Well... no comment.
Pinakbet
Pinakbet is a vegetable dish of okra, eggplant, bitter gourd, squash, tomatoes and bagoong (shrimp or fish paste).
Longanisa
Most provinces have their own version of longanisa, the Pinoy pork sausage. It is usually too sweet for the taste of a foreigner and often too fatty as well. You don’t want to see when the “home made” version is been stuffed under the sun in the wet market. If you want to try, buy packed longanisa in the supermarket.
Usually eaten for breakfast with rice, eggs and sawsawan.
Fish Kinilaw
This is raw fish if you dare. The fish is mixed with palm coconut vinegar, ginger, chili and spices.
Inihaw na Liempo
A Filipino-style barbecue using pork belly (again). Cebuano style is considered the best - a slab of pork belly stuffed with herbs and spices then roasted. Its quite good, worth to try.
Bibingka
These are rice cakes are made by soaking the rice overnight then it will be ground and mixed in coconut milk and sugar. This batter is poured into clay pots with banana leaves, with charcoal on the top and below. They also use coconut shell for the cooking. I have only seen this cake at one place near Barili in a roadside market area where they made it. Quite nice but maybe I had too many of them and in a few hours time I got diarrhea. So be careful.
Halo-halo
This is the signature Filipino dessert. You will see a million of halo-halo shops everywhere. Halo-halo is made of shaved ice (they even have electric machine to shave the ice) that will be sprinkled with sweet condensed milk and mixed with various beans and fruits.
The ingredients (fruits, beans, and other sweets) are first placed in the bowl, followed by the shaved ice. Then sprinkled with sugar, and topped with leche flan or purple yam (ube) but most often ice cream.
Leche Flan
This is another popular dessert - custard made of eggs and milk with caramelized sugar on the top. The European origin cannot be denied, it is the same flan as you can get in Barcelona or Paris.
Batchoy
Batchoy is a soup made with pork organs, crushed chicharon (pork cracklings), chicken or beef stock, beef loin, vegetables and round noodles. Often half an egg is added to the soup. Filipinos consider it good against hangovers, so they often eat it late night after drinking. At street vendors one can buy simplified versions of batchoy at reasonable price. And these wont contain pork organs, which might be a relief to some.
Sikads, Tricycles, Habal-Habal
Some say for transportation Philippines is the place with the highest convenience. These people refer to the ease of getting from door to door practically anywhere.
The opinion refers to the sikads (man powered tricycles) or the motorized tricycles that can take you really anywhere, except for certain city areas where these vehicles are banned.
And if your place is at a remote area or the way there is too bumpy or the road is too steep, habal-habal is still there as an option. Habal-habal is the motorcycle “taxi”, you sit behind the guy and he takes you wherever you want.
If you try to do this in your country, all you get is taxi, which is an expensive option - otherwise you use public transportation, train, underground, bus or tram, which - if you are lucky - takes you near to your location but usually never in front of your door.
With all these Pinoy transportation services the best practice is to agree on the fare before you go as there are no set prices. Always negotiate - sometimes you can go as low as half of the asking price or if your guy is hard headed about the fare the next will likely give you a discount.
In the province area sikads, habal-habal and tricycles are the main means of transportation within municipal boundaries. There are literally hundreds of them to choose from in a relatively small town - doing this business is a common way to support the family if no other work is available. Some Filipinos do it as temporary job or a second job if they have a main one. Often the youngsters of the family would go to wait for customers among the many in the areas where sikads and tricycles are allowed to wait.
Due to the large number of these vehicles in a small town proper, they often occupy most space nearby the main roads - creating a chaotic view of the place. Municipalities often try to chase them away - but it could become a local political issue if they are tough on sikad drivers - most families have someone on sikad - being too tough may result in losing the next local elections.
A sikad can be bought for as low as 7000 pesos, there are workshops specialized in building them using a simple bicycle and make the passenger seat and roofing metal work. The passenger sikads have a roof to protect the customer from the heat and rain. There are versions available for transporting goods, those are without roof.
For reasons I have yet to figure, most of these vehicles fail to use lights in the dark. Mostly sikads are very dangerous in this respect - somehow their drivers don’t care about being seen in the dark, imposing the danger of accident on car drivers. I have encountered some close encounters with them in the dark before I decided not to drive my car after dusk.
Tricycles are slightly better in this regard - at least they use front lights if not signals and brake lights.
Jeepneys
Without doubt jeepneys are the signature vehicles of the Philippines and the most popular means of transportation. The name comes from US military jeeps left over from World War II as the original jeepneys were made using these left behind jeeps. While today they are made by workshops and factories in the Philippines from “surplus” parts of Japanese and Korean vans and small trucks, their colorful design and exuberant decoration remained the same.
Sometimes you can see the very old “original” jeepneys, they are often kept as vintage collection and rarely used for transportation. You can recognize these from their jeep looks and the shiny chrome parts all over. Together with lechon baboy the jeepney became a symbol of the Filipino culture.
Jeepneys are recognized public utility vehicles, their use is regulated by the government and the drivers must possess licenses. The routes are also assigned by the authorities.
In most vehicles only the driver is present, and passengers pay by asking other passengers to pass on the fare to the driver. The driver has to rely on the honesty of the passengers to pay the proper amount. Some jeepneys are manned by two people, apart from the driver these jeepneys have a “conductor” who usually rides at the back of the car, clinging on a sidebar of the back entrance - which looks quite dangerous. The conductor’s job is to collect fares and shout out before stops to attract new passengers to get in.
If you take a jeepney, you will have to get in from the back and expect very crowded seating. Jeepneys are notorious for pickpocket activities and even robbery. Don’t flash your wallet, watch, mobile phone or jewelry while taking a ride on a jeepney, mostly not evening time. If you are big size like me, be careful, you can hit your head easily into the roof. These vehicles are not designed for our body size.
Taxis
Taxis are relatively cheap if you compare the fares to those in your home country. At malls and central areas it’s easy to find available taxi but when you are somewhere outside of these areas - even within the city - it could be difficult to find one. Most cars you will see will have passenger and sometimes the driver wont stop even if the car looks empty. This is around shift change or when the driver wants to have lunch.
Compared to Malaysian taxis the drivers in the Philippines are less greedy and much more ready to use the meter, however better if you make sure in the beginning that the meter runs. You will have same fares with all taxis - at least in Cebu that is the case.
In Kuala Lumpur if you take the “wrong” taxi, its meter is set to charge higher - officially by the company that operates the taxi.
The taxis in Cebu are white in color and apart from some run down units they are quite well maintained. The cars are usually operated by small companies, that often have only a few cars but there are some big ones. You can figure the company name as it is printed on the side of the car. They run on propane gas therefore you can expect a stop at the petrol station for fuel up and if you have big luggage it might not fit in the trunk.
In the Philippines taxi operators have an interesting deal with their drivers. A driver pays a flat fee every day and anything he makes on the top of that will become his earning. Basically the driver rents the car from the company. It could become tricky in case of accident or mechanic failure, so the company must look after the cars very closely. I tell you this because you may want to run taxi business - which is possible, but apart from the hassle with the paperwork you may face such issues as well.
Bus
Long distance bus services are many and easy to find. Big companies like Ceres and Sunrays operate big buses and small companies run small buses. Obviously the small ones have no air con, the big ones sometimes have. The small company buses look old and often stop due to engine or mechanical failures, resulting in extra long travel time as the next buses may not take all the waiting passengers.
In Cebu island the yellow buses are run by Ceres company on many routes. The drivers of these buses drive like crazy, honking away anything in front of them. If you drive a car or ride a bike on roads where their route is, better be careful, give them way.
These bus services connect the provincial areas to the city - they don’t serve passengers within the city boundaries and its nearby vicinities. The ride to expect is long, not because the buses are underpowered, it’s because there are slow sikads and tricycles everywhere on the way and sometimes it takes long time to take them over due to high traffic from the opposite.
A Bus Rapid Transit system for Cebu City was first proposed by the former Mayor Tomas Osmeña more than 20 years ago. The idea popped up again recently and some serious looking plans have been made.
There are feasibility studies prepared and if you google up the project you can see a long list of people and organizations involved - yet no one can see a thing about implementation.
I wonder what would the jeepney drivers do if their job will be taken away by a bus system, that is promised to be not more expensive than jeepneys...? Obviously all jeepney drivers cannot become bus drivers. I think the politics behind this is the factor why people should wait much more for this project to start.
Driving
The favorite privately used vehicle types in the Philippines are pickups and SUVs. Pickup is practical as it serves personal and business uses, you can save a lot if you transport your building materials as much as you can. They are also built like a tank, so in a potential accident their drivers have more chance. This is worth to consider.
If you like to drive around in the countryside, a 4x4 will be very useful and if your legs get tired easily, consider an automatic - in traffic jam it can be very relaxing. With a 4x4 you can get to beautiful mountain areas with ease and enjoy view and nature that others can’t.
If you have the money, you can buy most models in Cebu brand new - but there is a sizable 2nd hand market too. For cars best to look online, www.cebuclassifieds.com is a good source.
If you watch the ads, you can spot out dealers quite fast, they tend to post the same model every day and their prices are quite high, no wonder they have to advertise for long. Privately sold cars usually sell very fast as owners tend to price their car more realistically - mostly if they are in an urgent need of money. You can find cars in all kind of condition - if you are not good in identifying problems of a 2nd hand car, better you find a mechanic and bring along with you. Don’t be fooled by the shiny outside and silicon sprayed interior. Filipinos like to show off their cars but tend to forget oil services or replacing air filters and performing basic repairs, resulting in worn out engines with thick smoke on hilly roads or some life dangerous situation in the brake system.
If you buy a car 2nd hand, you will have to check the car documents very carefully as you may end up buying a stolen car and you wont like when the police will take it from you without any promise of having your money back. Find a lawyer and get the deal done in the lawyer’s office. If the seller is not comfortable with that, you better find another deal.
You can get a good condition Nissan Frontier pickup truck (or other maker’s similar kind) between 300,000 to 450,000 pesos within ten years age.
Once you have your car paid, you will have to go to the nearest LTO (Land Transportation Office) to your place and register the car. Its a bit of time consuming but not expensive.
Having the car documents done and under your name, make copies and lock up the originals at home. Never carry the originals with you! In case if your car will be stolen, the thief can drive the car anywhere having the original papers - police wont bother him. The person can even sell your car by having the original documents.
Carrying only xerox copies of all your documents is a good idea. Passport, car papers etc. Never bring the original with you! Police or any authorities will be fine if you present these copies.
The only exception is driving license, the original must be with you always!
The rules about your driving license: you can use your foreign driving license for 90 days after your entry in the Philippines but after that period of time you will have to get your own Philippine driving license. What if you go abroad for a trip within that 90 days? Then your 90 days starts again, as it’s always the date on the last stamp that matters.
Obtaining a driving license is not a big deal, basically you will buy one. In certain LTO offices staff may try to get some extra money from you (just like it happened to me) and if you are not ready, they may delay your license. In my case in a provincial LTO they attempted to rip me off four times during the procedure, then when they saw I was not ready to pay, they refused issuing my license saying that I had to go to the LTO in Cebu. But it took me one day to get to this point, so they wasted my time successfully. It depends on you - if you are in a rush and have no moral issues with such forced bribery, go ahead and pay.
Apart from paying the fee for the driving license, you will have to give some urine sample for drug testing. I have no idea why they do that, obviously no one would go there for a license with fresh cocaine in his body or half drunk.
Depending on the age of your car you will have to expect yearly (or less frequent if your car is new) visits to LTO for a sticker that proves your car is in a good condition. All you have to do for that is an emission test that would be done in a workshop usually just next to the LTO building but run by private owners, not LTO staff. With that and some money you are ready to go to LTO and get your sticker pretty fast. By pretty fast I mean in a few hours time. Which month to go to renew your car documents is determined by the last number of your plate number. If your plate number ends with 7, your sticker will be valid until the end of July, if it's 5 means you are good until the end of May.
The following pages will give you detailed information about Driver's License.
If you will have any problem and need advice, don’t hesitate, contact Paul Whiteway at cebuexpatservices@gmail.com or call him:
+63929-528-3032 (SMART)
+63923-233-7891 (SUN)
Driver’s License
Like most things in the Philippines, getting a new Drivers License can be easy, but for the new visitor or non Bisayan speaker, it can be a long, daunting and frustrating process.
When you arrive at the LTO, you will be one of the hundred or so people “queuing” or rather jostling in order to get to the front of the line to have their application completed first. The signs directing you where to go and how to follow the procedure are inadequate or non-existent. If you arrive after lunch, most of the people queuing with you will have been there since early morning. Many new arrivals will be greeted by “fixers” who offer to get your license for you for a fee, but that fee is likely to change the further you get into the process. My experience with “fixers” is that they invent problems – they will tell you they can sort it out; then they disappear for 30 minutes, probably for a cigarette, and come back and tell you they have fixed it. This way they justify their high fees.
The basic requirements for the conversion of your foreign license according to the LTO website are as follows:
Driver’s License
Duly Accomplished Application Form
Must have passed the written and practical examination for the restriction code being applied for.
Negative Drug Test result (from a DOH accredited drug testing center)
Medical Certificate (from a LTO accredited or government physician)
Normally you can expect to receive your Drivers License within about three hours of arrival. Your conversion to a local license will cost you about 1,020 pesos for the LTO fees and the drug /medical test.
Beware! You will be required to undertake a strict test for drugs and alcohol – if you fail you will have wasted your time and your money! So don’t drink before the test.
If you have a foreign license which is not in English, the first requirement is to have this translated into English by your national Embassy or Consulate or have an officially approved translation from home. This applies even if the license has an English translation on it – I have seen German or Norwegian licenses where the original German or Norwegian wording was accompanied by an English translation – this is not acceptable at the LTO and you will need to get an “official” translation.
If your foreign license has expired you will need to have it brought up to date before conversion, and in the case of English licenses, both parts are required – the paper and the plastic license!
If you don’t have a foreign license you may be able to obtain, first a student license, then a full Philippine license but the process and requirements are quite difficult. I have set out below the requirements for a foreigner to obtain a local student permit; as you can see the major stumbling block is # 3 – you must have a visa for at least 5 months stay in your passport but as the Bureau of Immigration will only give tourists visas for 59 days, it effectively means that only people with permanent resident status or a BB stamp can apply. The requirement for a TIN has been dropped.
Student Permit for Foreigners
Qualifications:
Must be at least 16 years old (16 – 17 years old, require parent’s or guardian’s consent)
Must know how to read and write in English or Filipino.
Must have arrived in the Philippines for at least one (1) month prior to the date of application with LTO and can show evidence from BID/DFA that he will stay in the country for at least five (5) months from the date of application.
Requirements:
Original and photocopy of passport with visa duration of at least five (5) months from date of application and any of the following:
Valid Alien Certificate of Registration (ACR)
If born in the Philippines, original and photocopy of birth certificate
If student, original and photocopy of school ID
Taxpayer’s Identification Number (TIN) - (dropped)
Duly accomplished Application for Driver’s License (ADL) form
For Metro Manila Applicants: License Section – LTO Central Office East Avenue, Quezon City
For Provincial Applicants: LTO Regional Offices and/or Any Designated District Office
Fees:
Student Permit(SP) Fee: 150p
Application Fee: 100p
Computer Fee: 67p
Vehicle Registration
For the renewal of your car or motorbike registration best to contact Paul Whiteway – his fee for this is 1,500 pesos plus the fees charged by the LTO, which will all be receipted. He will pick up your vehicle and deliver it back to you the same day with the new papers. However sometimes the actual papers may take a few days to be processed when you are changing the registration venue of the vehicle.
He can also arrange for the transfer of ownership of the vehicle from one person to another.
Doctors in the Philippines are often graduates from universities in the United States or (sometimes) Europe. Additionally, there are also doctors that have practiced medicine in the US before returning to the Philippines. Filipino nurses are trained by the countless nursing schools and are famous worldwide. In fact, a large number of the nurses working in the US are Filipinas and without them and the Filipino doctors, midwives and care assistants working abroad, medical institutions in the US and some other countries might collapse.
If you are looking for a dentist or a doctor, it’s best if you seek advice from expats that have been living in the Philippines for some time.
List of a Few Cebu City Hospitals (far from being full list)
Chong Hua Hospital, Fuente Osmeña, Cebu City, Phone.: +63(32) 254-1461 (Connecting all Departments) Fax: +6332 253-5639 info@chonghua.com.ph
Cebu City Medical Center 5th Floor Annex Building, MC Briones Street, Cebu City
Phone: +63-32 412-0000 / 504
Vicente Sotto Medical Center Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Vicente Sotto Memorial Medical Center, Cebu City
Perpetual Succour Hospital, Gorordo Ave. Cebu City Phone: +63-32 2338620
Cebu (Velez) General Hospital F. Ramos St. Cebu City, Phone: +63-32 2531871
South Western Hospital (Aznar), Villa Aznar, Urgello St. Cebu City Phone: +63-32 415-55555
Most public areas and buildings in the Philippines lack facilities for persons with disabilities. Public buildings often even lack elevators. Buses lack wheelchair lifts, and only a small number of sidewalks have wheelchair ramps. Some malls have a few facilities for disabled people, such as wheelchair ramps and special restrooms.
Adequate medical care is available in major cities but even the best hospitals may not meet the standards of the United States. Medical care is very limited in rural areas but available.
Hospitals often require a downpayment of the estimated fees in cash at the time of admission and in certain cases they withhold medicine and treatment for non-payer patients or refuse to discharge patients / release important medical documents until the bill has been fully paid.
You should get comprehensive travel and medical insurance before traveling and check any exclusions, and that your policy covers you for all the activities you want to undertake. In particular you should be aware that your insurance company might not cover areas in which you plan to stay.
Tuberculosis and dengue fever are increasingly serious health concerns in the Philippines, while malaria is also not to be forgotten - its always present. For malaria and dengue no vaccine is available. Prevention is the way to go, using repellents which might be expensive.
Owners of this ebook are entitled to receive the recipe of a proven efficient mosquito repellent, which only cost a fraction of the commercially available repellents, ingredients are widely available and the preparation is so simple that even a child can do it. I have tried and used this formula and it works. The formula is the invention of my physician friend who experimented with available compounds to find a cheap mosquito repellent that can be used even by the poorest. The result is this amazingly simple solution. If you want the formula free of charge, write an email here: secretrepellent@gmail.com
Other infectious diseases to be aware of include leptospirosis that is transmitted in the urine of rats, and rabies which is rare in the developed countries but prevalent in the Philippines. You will see a huge number of stray dogs, mostly in the province, they usually show signs of malnutrition and often horrible skin diseases. These stray dogs may have rabies any time, try to avoid getting close to them. Fortunately they are afraid of humans, easy to chase them away if they come close to you - usually for expecting food.
For emergency cases most municipalities have their own ambulance car, if you drive on the provincial highway you will surely see some, desperately trying to take over the congested traffic. With the infrastructure in Philippines one may not reach the right medical facility in time if living in an area far from the city. This is one of the reasons why many expats choose Cebu instead of the province - despite living in the province is much cheaper and the environment is nicer.
Some say there is a festival in the Philippines every day. I think the truth is its more than one. Much more. Whenever you drive around the province, you will see the over the main road a million of colorful small flags and other decorations, indicating there is or soon there will be fiesta in town. In fact there are fiestas for all towns, plus fiestas of each barangays (small administrative division). These usually follow the same pattern: street vendors occupy both sides of the road, people from the rural areas or mountains come to the town and everybody spend money.
For the young there are loud discos all night long and for the elder the churches have masses almost non stop.
It is a very interesting experience to attend a fiesta, mostly if you are in a Filipino family by marrying a local girl. You can enjoy home made food and specialties that wont be on the table on a normal day.
Apart from these local fiestas, there are big festivals that are famous countrywide - some even internationally. These big festivals are held in a number that just listing them would take up many pages in this ebook, therefore I wont list all of them. If you would like to find out more about these festivals, visit the website of the Philippine Tourism Board for full listing here
In Cebu the largest and most popular festival is Sinulog and its symbolic figure is the statue of Santo Niño, the child Jesus.
In April 1521, Ferdinand Magellan, in the service of the Spanish king, has arrived in Cebu and planted the cross on the shores of Cebu, claiming the territory for Spain. He persuaded the Rajah and his wife, to pledge their allegiance with Spain and to get baptized into the Roman Catholic faith, taking the Christian names Carlos and Juana.
Magellan presented Santo Niño to Queen Juana as a symbol of the alliance. The natives were later baptized with their rulers. Cebu became the last station for Magellan on his journey as he died few weeks later in the battle that took place in Mactan island.
Most Sinulog dances dramatize the arrival of the Spaniards and the presentation of the Santo Niño to the Queen. Sinulog is an annual festival held on the third Sunday of January in Cebu City. The festival commemorates Bisayan people's pagan origin and their acceptance of Roman Catholic faith.
Pasigarbo sa Sugbo is an event in Mandaue City that is held every August 13, on the streets of Mandaue and in the Cebu International Convention Center. It shows Cebu's various festivals, it is a fiesta of colorful costumes as dancers from 42 towns and cities from all over Cebu island compete. Every year there is a festival queen voted, along with the best costume and best group performance.
Let’s not forget that Filipinos are very religious people, predominantly Roman Catholic. Therefore they celebrate all Christian festivals with very profound preparation. You can see Christmas preparations as early as September.
Important and famous festivals that are not in Cebu: Ati-Atihan in Kalibo, Aklan and Maskara festival in Bacolod, Negros Occidental, in October. There are of course many more - I believe there is no other country with so many festivals.
Ati-Atihan is held in January in honor of the Santo Niño, concluding on the third Sunday of January. This means you will have to visit either Sinulog in Cebu and miss Ati-Atihan or vice versa, they are performed at the same time. The festival is different from Sinulog as it consists of tribal dance and music, performers are dressed in indigenous costumes and weapons - which is not characteristic for Sinulog. Some even say that in fact Sinulog is an adaptation of Ati-Atihan in different costumes.
Other Attractions
While the Spanish rule has left quite a large number of buildings behind, these are mostly churches and they are not comparable to the historical buildings that attract hordes of tourists in other countries.
On the other hand the Philippines have countless spots of natural beauty, from scenic mountain areas to waterfalls or pristine beaches. The richness of the country for the nature lovers is really amazing.
Here I will only focus on the beautiful places that I have visited around Cebu - so I can give you first hand experience and even my own photos. There are a million other wonderful places in this country - which for having not visited there personally, I would avoid giving you information on.
Kawasan Falls
These falls are in the South, just near the shores facing Negros. If you arrive with a car, you will have to leave it in a parking area for 50 pesos fee but for the entrance to the falls the ticket is only 13 pesos per person. You will have to walk beside a small river that flows the water from the falls to the sea. The water is so clean that you can even see the fish. Locals do their laundry in the river but it can’t spoil the water.
By reaching the first fall which is the biggest you will find yourself in a restaurant area where most space is occupied by tables and the owners will try to charge you even for only sitting down and enjoying the view. So you better buy some drinks. They will still attempt to charge you for sitting, but having drinks will “justify” your protesting. If you are fit, your trip here is not over as there are many more falls but you will have to climb uphill on narrow tracks and stairs. They can be slippery so you better be carful, there is nothing to keep you from falling in the water.
For a fee you can try the falls for massaging your back, there are bamboo rafts to take you there. It could be really refreshing to dip in the water on a hot day. Think of that and bring along swimming suit.
Mantayupan Falls
Mantayupan Falls can be found in Barili, just a sort drive from the town proper. While the main fall here is taller than the main Kawasan fall, it carries less water and also less visited by tourists. It takes a little climbing to get there from the parking area. At the ticketing counter you can buy drinks and some food, too. The water is not as deep as in Kawasan but still a good place for some chilling.
Whale Sharks in Oslob
Yes, you may have heard about them as the media was quite full with the story once this attraction started. These humble, shrimp eating species are one of the most wanted by divers, in Oslob you can view them by snorkeling or if you don’t like that, they are fairly well visible from boats. So how this attraction came to life?
What happened was the whale sharks came close to the shores and local fishermen started to feed them with shrimps. The animals somehow became domesticated in a strange way, they came back every day or just stayed around the shores of Oslob - looking for the food humans provided. Initially only some tourists saw them accidentally and their presence has spread by word of mouth until a “naturalist” photographer arrived and made everything worse: he published some report online (maybe in the printed media as well), illustrated with cool pictures - including some underwater shots. This info became viral and generated hordes of tourists to visit the area.
The locals first only asked some small monies from the visitors for buying shrimps but they soon realized the business opportunity and started to take the tourists onboard of their boats. The local municipality has not left behind for long - while the fishermen fed the giant fish with the shrimps the authorities began to develop the infrastructure. Change rooms, toilets and showers have been built along with a parking lot and food stalls grew out from nowhere.
First they charged 100 pesos for the Filipino visitors and 300 pesos for the foreigners, by today the rate is 1000 pesos for the foreigners and 300 for the locals. The possible environmental damage that is caused by keeping the animals around the shores of Oslob seems to be non of their concern.
Bohol
Cebu is quite a good location for being in the middle of many touristic spots, one of which is Bohol. Bohol island is most famous for its Chocolate Hills. These look green in the rainy season and brown in the dry season, maybe that’s why the name. Another remarkable reason for visiting Bohol is the tarsier, a tiny little mammal that only survived there and it is close to extinction.
No matter what transportation you use and what do you want to see, you will be taken to the same ride (pun intended) - which includes some wet cave trip and a river tour with buffet on board. Forgettable. The river is quite nice but the food is not and some singer will entertain the passengers who have no choice but listening - being on a boat. The river trip ends at a “tribal village”, where half naked people would start dancing and using some traditional looking music instruments - right when the boat approaching their “village”.
Curiously the village has a rich variety of souvenirs - leaving no doubts behind what was the folklore show all about.
While this trip is designed for tourists and therefore it stinks, observing tarsiers in their own habitat is a truly amazing experience. Beware, the drivers don’t like to go the natural reserve, because its a little far from the usual tourist routes they can easily cover. They will attempt to bring you to some houses where in the garden some irresponsible people keep captivated tarsiers and they will even charge your watching them. Insist on visiting the tarsier sanctuary.
Malapascua Island
A white sand beach island off the northern tip of Cebu island with a small number of inhabitants. While its sand is not as white as of Boracay, a very nice spot for a beach holiday.
Mountain Trips
There are a few roads crossing the long mountain that stretching along Cebu island. If you have a 4x4 it is a must to see. You can cross from Ronda to Argao and from Alcantara to Dalaguete. The southmost tip of Cebu island around Bato has ferry services to Dumaguete, the capitol of Negros Oriental.
Further down you can find ferry to Siquijor island, which - according to the Cebuanos - is full of witchcraft and ghosts.
Moalboal
It is a diving spot on the way to Kawasan, if you do diving you will have a lot of diver shops to choose from - prices are not too friendly though. The town is not interesting at all, apart from diving and eating you can’t do much there. The town has a number of restaurants priced for tourists and a few local eateries. The only ATM in the area is in Moalboal, in one of the pharmacies.
To summarize: a foreigner cannot run / own a business in the Philippines. There are a few exceptions but those are not for the average Joe. Maybe you would relocate elsewhere if you had 2,5 million dollars to invest, right?
Lets see the details. The details strangely come from negative lists. These are lists of businesses and professions that foreigners can’t do or only limited ownership / participation is allowed.
LIST A: FOREIGN OWNERSHIP IS LIMITED BY MANDATE OF THE CONSTITUTION AND SPECIFIC LAWS
No Foreign Equity
1. Mass Media except recording (Art. XVI, Sec. 11 of the Constitution; Presidential Memorandum dated 04 May 1994)
2. Practice of professions (these are limited to Filipinos)
a. Engineering
b. Medicine and Allied Professions
Medicine, Medical Technology, Dentistry, Midwifery, Nursing, Nutrition and Dietetics, Optometry, Pharmacy, Physical and Occupational Therapy, Radiologic and X-ray Technology. Veterinary Medicine
c. Accountancy
d. Architecture
e. Criminology
f. Chemistry
g. Customs Brokerage
h. Environmental Planning
i. Forestry
j. Geology
k. Interior Design
l. Landscape Architecture
m. Law
n. Librarianship
o. Marine Deck Officers
p. Marine Engine Officers
q. Master Plumbing
r. Sugar Technology
s. Social Work
t. Teaching
u. Agriculture
v. Fisheries
(Art. XII, Sec. 14 of the Constitution; Sec. 1 of R.A. 5181)
3. Retail trade enterprises with paid-up capital of less than US$ 2,500,000.00 (Sec. 5 of R.A. 8762) Full foreign participation is allowed for retail trade enterprises with paid-up capital of US$2,500,000 or more.
4. Cooperatives (Ch. III, Art. 26 of R.A. 6938)
5. Private Security Agencies (Sec. 4 of R.A. 5487)
6. Small-scale Mining (Sec. 3 of R.A. 7076)
7. Utilization of Marine Resources in archipelagic waters, territorial sea, and exclusive economic zone (Art. XII, Sec. 2 of the Constitution)
8. Ownership, operation and management of cockpits (Sec. 5 of P.D. 449)
9. Manufacture, repair, stockpiling and/or distribution of nuclear weapons (Art. II Sec. 8 of the Constitution)
10. Manufacture, repair, stockpiling and/or distribution of biological, chemical and radiological weapons and anti-personal mines (Various treaties to which the Philippines is a signatory and conventions supported by the Philippines)
11. Manufacture of firecrackers and other pyrotechnic devices (Sec. 5 of R.A. 7183)
Up to Twenty Percent (20%) Foreign Equity
12. Private radio communication network (R.A. 3846)
Up to Twenty-Five Percent (25%) Foreign Equity
13. Private recruitment, whether for local or overseas employment (Art. 27 of P.D. 442)
14. Contracts for the construction and repair of locally-funded public works (Sec. 1 of CA 541, LOI 630) except:
a. infrastructure/development projects covered in R.A. 7718; and
b. projects which are foreign funded or assisted and required to undergo international competitive bidding(Sec. 2(a) of R.A. 7718)
Contracts for construction of defense-related structure (Sec. 1 of CA 541)
Up to Thirty Percent (30%) Foreign Equity
Advertising (Art. XVI, Sec. 11 of the Constitution)
Up to Forty Percent (40%) Foreign Equity
17. Exploration, development and utilization of natural resources (Art. XII, Sec. 2 of the Constitution)
18. Ownership of Private Lands (Art. XII, Sec. 7 of the Constitution; Ch. 5, Sec. 22 of CA 141)
19. Operation and management of public utilities (Art. XII, Sec. 11 of the Constitution; Sec. 16 of CA 146)
20. Ownership/establishment and administration of educational institutions (Art. XIV, Sec. 4 of the Constitution)
21. Culture, production, milling, processing, trading excepting retailing, of rice and corn and acquiring, by barter, purchase or otherwise, rice and corn and the by-products thereof (Sec. 5 of PD 194; Sec. 15 of R.A. 5762)
22. Contracts for the supply of materials, goods and commodities to government-owned or controlled corporation, company, agency or municipal corporation (Sec. 1 of R.A. 5183)
23. Project Proponent and facility Operator of a BOT project requiring a public utilities franchise (Art. XII, Sec. 11 of the Constitution; Sec. 2a of R.A. 7718)
24. Operation of deep sea commercial fishing vessels (Sec. 27 of R.A. 8550)
25. Adjustment Companies (Sec. 323 of P.D. 612 as amended by P.D. 1814)
Ownership of condominium units where the common areas in the condominium projects are co-owned by the owners of the separate units or owned by a corporation (Sec. 5 pf R.A. 4726)
Up to Sixty Percent (60%) Foreign Equity
27. Financing companies regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commission (Sec. 6 of R.A. 5980 as amended by R.A. 8556)
28. Investment houses regulated by the SEC (Sec. 5 of P.D. 129 as amended by R.A. 8366)
LIST B: FOREIGN OWNERSHIP IS LIMITED FOR REASONS OF SECURITY, DEFENSE, RISK TO HEALTH AND MORALS AND PROTECTION OF SMALL AND MEDIUM-SCALE ENTERPRISES
Up to Forty Percent (40%) Foreign Equity
1. Manufacture, repair, storage, and/or distribution of products and ingredients used in the manufacture thereof requiring Philippine National Police clearance:
a. Firearms (handguns to shotguns), parts of firearms and ammunition therefor, instruments or implements used or intended to be used in the manufacture of firearms
b. Gunpowder
c. Dynamite
d. Blasting supplies
e. Ingredients used in making explosives:
i. Chlorate of potassium and sodium
ii. Nitrates of ammonium 4vxc & barium, copper, lead, calcium and cuprite
iii. Nitric acid
iv. Nitrocellulose
v. Perchlorates of ammonium, potassium and sodium
vi. Dinitrocellulose
vii. Glycerol
viii. Amorphous Phosphorus
ix. Hydrogen Peroxide
x. Strontium Nitrate Powder
xi. Toluene
Telescopic sights, sniperscope and other similar devices [Republic Act No. 7042]
Manufacture, repair, storage and/or distribution of products requiring Department of National Defense clearance:
a. Guns and ammunition for warfare
b. Nuclear weapons and ordnance
c. Military ordnance and parts thereof (such as torpedoes, mines, depth charger, bombs, grenades, missiles)
d. Gunnery, bombing and fire control systems and components
e. Guided missiles/missile systems and components
f. Tactical aircraft (fixed and rotary-winged), components and parts thereof
g. Space vehicles and component system
h. Combat vessels (air, land, naval) and auxiliaries
i. Weapons repair and maintenance equipment
j. Military communications equipment
k. Night vision equipment
l. Stimulated coherent radiation devices, components and accessories
m. Biological warfare components
n. Armament training devices
[Republic Act No. 7042, as amended by R. A. No. 8179]
3. Manufacture and distribution of dangerous drugs [Republic Act No. 7042, as amended by R. A. No. 8179]
4. Sauna and steam bathhouses, massage clinics and other like activities regulated by law because of risks they may impose to public health and morals [Republic Act No. 7042, as amended by R. A. No. 8179]
5. Other forms of gambling, e.g., race track operation; racehorse ownership/importation [Republic Act No. 7042, as amended by R. A. No. 8179]
6. Domestic market enterprises with paid-in equity of less than the equivalent of US$200,000.00 unless they involve advance technology or they employ at least fifty (50) direct employees, the minimum paid-in capital will be reduced to US $ 100,000.00. [R. A. 7042, as amended by R.A. 8179]
Difficult material to read, right? Well, to sum up, this means that no retail business can be owned by the average foreigner. You cannot have a bar or restaurant, cannot run a grocery store. You can do retail business and even fully own it if you pay up 2,5 million dollars capital (other conditions apply).
You - as a foreigner - cannot practice certain professions (neither as business nor as employee), such as engineer, physician, dentist, pharmacist and even nurse - and many others in the list.
So how come there are foreigners “having” businesses in the Philippines? Well, the businesses you believe to be owned by a foreigner are under their wive’s names, as long as the wife is a Philippine national. Simple as that? Enough if a Philippine national owns the business? Not so.
The lawmakers have seen a gap where the “evil” foreigner would pay some money to a Filipino and use his/her name as business owner - a dummy. So they created the so called Anti-Dummy Law to prevent this.
Anti-Dummy Law is an act to prevent and punish circumvention of the laws on the nationalization of certain rights or privileges. The nationalization law limits certain economic activity, or the exercise of a rights, franchises, privileges, properties or businesses only to Filipino citizens, or to corporations at least a certain percentage of the capital of which is owned by Filipinos - as seen in the Lists earlier.
The Anti-Dummy Law originates from 1936 … it is certain that almost 80 years ago the intention of the lawmakers was very different from the intention of those who still keep this law in effect.
Now you may ask what can you do as for business with such a prohibitive background? Well, if you have a wife or girlfriend you can invest your money in a business that will be under her name. Legally the business will be hers and you will have no rights to it. You cannot be involved in the business, can’t work or manage. This is important - competitors will be watching and the easiest way to kill your (wife’s) business is to claim that you are involved actively. With no ownership or work permit you may find yourself in trouble even if you are caught by standing on a ladder and replace a light bulb in the shop. It happened to an expat, no kidding.
You can lend your money to the business owner for an interest, this way you can legally make returns on your investment but then you will have to register with the tax authority and do your own filing every year as you make taxable income in the Philippines.
Here is a quick guide to starting a business in the Philippines. Best if you don't try to do it alone, it will be a hassle, leave it to professionals for a small fee.
It will involve many hours of waiting in queues often to be told you are in the wrong one! It will involve revisiting offices several times because of some piece of lacking information which you were never told to bring. You will never be told the whole process, or even the next few steps unless you ask detailed questions and things need to be done in a specific order, just like with anything else in Philippines that requires involvement of any authorities. Some government offices will accept photocopies while others need to view the original. Although the laws regarding setting up a business are uniform throughout the Philippines, each Municipality will have a slightly different interpretation of those laws.
Things will not happen at the same pace as they do in your own country you have to carry your documents from place to place to get them done.
One last word of caution: the types of business that may be set up and run by foreigners in the Philippines is strictly regulated as detailed earlier.
Apart from some very small scale, local operations where you may only need a Barangay Permit, you can set up your business here as either a Sole Trader, a Partnership or as a Corporation. After having done so, you will need to obtain a Mayor’s Business Permit to operate within a given Municipality.
SOLE TRADER
You can apply to register your business name with the Department of Trade and Industry, (DTI).
You can choose to register and protect your business name at 4 different levels – Barangay, Municipality, Regional or National. The cost varies according to the level you choose but ranges from 200p for Barangay to 2000p for National registration.
Once done here, you need to obtain a Mayor’s Permit.
PARTNERSHIP
You will need to apply to the Securities and Exchange Commission, SEC, for forms and requirements. Once finished with registration at SEC, you need to obtain a Mayor’s Permit.
CORPORATION
Buy the Incorporation papers from SEC – 600p Fill out the forms which needs to be done by typewriter or computer – hand-written applications are not accepted. You will need a minimum of 5 Incorporators. The number of Filipinos required depends on the type of business you will be running. Open a Bank Account and obtain a Bank Certification of your deposit. Prepare 4 copies of all the forms and have them notarized. Obtain Documentary Stamps for the notarized forms. Submit the completed forms to SEC. SEC costs vary again according to the type of Corporation being set up, but typically a Domestic Stock Corporation will cost 2750p and a Foreign BPO Export Corporation will cost 5100p. Buy a Stock and transfer Book from SEC 350p-500p. After all these go back at the given date, and if no corrections are needed – which is highly unlikely even if you know what you’re doing – pick up your Registration Certificate. You now need to obtain a Mayor’s Permit for your business activity.
MAYOR'S BUSINESS PERMIT
Every Municipality had slightly different rules for the granting of this Permit so don’t be surprised if some additional requirements are asked for or some of the procedures are slightly different.
Go to the City Hall in the Municipality in which your business will operate and apply for a Mayor’s Permit. Take along your DTI or SEC certificates. The fees charged will depend on the type of business you are setting up and the amount of your paid up capital – it should range between 2000p and 6000p for small operations. You will be granted a temporary permit and you have 60 days to comply with all of their requirements which are detailed below.
Contact their Special Inspection Team to arrange a time for them to visit your business premises. 3-4 people will come to check out the building for fire safety, sanitary and environmental compliance and they will leave a list of things you need to do and the permits you need to get.
Obtain a Sanitary Permit.
Obtain a Fire Safety Permit – you will probably be required to buy a fire extinguisher but not always.
Obtain a Health Permit – you will probably need to have chest X-ray but at least spit into a cup for testing.
Visit the Environmental Officer to check his concerns and get his stamp of approval.
Visit the Treasury Officer at City hall to check if your capital is sufficient.
Register yourself or your Corporation with the Bureau of Internal revenue (BIR) – you will need to attend a 3 hour seminar and will need to have a set of Official Receipts printed. Registration with the BIR costs 500p and the printing of the Official Receipts will cost you around 2,500p.
You will need to find a BIR certified printing company for printing your receipts, for that you will have to get BIR approval also, but its done by the printing company for you.
Register your business and any employees with Philhealth.
Register your business and any employees with Pag-Ibig.
Register your business and any employees with SSS.
Take all your permits, registrations and compliances to City Hall to obtain your Mayor’s Permit.
What kind of business is good?
There is a constant debate about this - many expats opted for internet cafes thinking that kids have no computers and internet at home an they want to use internet. That is true, yet they may not want to be in your internet cafe. Consider the initial investment, the electricity consumed (don’t forget not only the computers use power but you may need to run air condition as well) and the salary of the staff must be made by 10-15 peso per hour rates. My vote on internet cafe would be a big no.
Another thing that will come to your mind is a restaurant or something food related. For a large and ever growing population one thing is sure as hell, they will eat. People will eat and if you have a good location you can cut your part from that huge business. All the richest families in the Philippines are (or initially have been) somewhat involved into food or agricultural business. Sugar, rice, beer, alcohol, you name it.
The big decision that you will have to make is who will be your target customer group. I have seen a ton of bars and restaurants with expats behind, catering for expats - with the establishments empty most of the time. Expats are not a homogenous group. While predominantly Americans, there are many Australians, Germans and other European nationals - all having slightly different taste and needs. Well, since there is no much choice about beer, you can’t go wrong with a pub in this regard, but you will have to find a very good spot for your place if you want sufficient number of patrons.
Philippines is no different from other markets in certain factors which will determine your success or failure in the hospitality business. The number one factor is location. Number two is location and number three is ...guess what? Location. Anything else has insignificant relevance to success compared to location. If there are thousands of little feet in front of your establishment every day, you will make your money - if not you will have to be very special and very good, need to have sufficient resources to keep your place alive until it gets popular and in the meantime you will have to maintain quality of food and services.
If you want to cater for locals, the key issue you will have to keep in mind is never show up in the shop. Never. Even in the beginning. Let your wife and family do the business, you can “manage” it at home by discussing matters with your wife but don’t go there. Why?
Apart from the Anti-Dummy Law, it’s because Filipinos don’t want you to take their money. Yes, they don’t want that and if rumors go around that you are the owner, your business will be dead in no time. And Filipinos are one of the most gossipy folks on Earth. If the news is that you gave money for your wife to run that business, its fine - but you must avoid going there if you want local clientele. And obviously you will have to get used to making money by the pennies - or centavos since we are talking about the Philippines. You will have to sell your products same or lower price as the competitor. “My place looks nicer, I can charge a few peso more” - wrong. They don’t care about the place as long as the rain wont pour in their necks. But if you sell something one peso more expensive, they will notice. If you sell something one peso cheaper than your competitor that was around for long, it will take time for them to try your food. And even with a low priced item, they are very picky, if your food is not as delicious as they expect, they will tell the whole barangay and you are done. So be very careful with opening even a small stall. As you have seen in an earlier chapter Filipino food is not extraordinary difficult to make - but that simple quality standard has to be maintained.
Make sure your wife will look after the staff, they will steal. Not because they are Filipinos, staff always steal in restaurants anywhere in the world. Set rules and design a strong system then make sure its implemented and followed. It wont be easy - even you will have to be tough on your wife. She may come up with ideas like free food for the staff - after all she is a Filipina. Make calculations for a day, a month and a year - to demonstrate how much the free food would cost you. You will get shocked, I promise. You will also get the idea, how much your loss could be if your staff only steal the same amount as their free food would cost.
You may give staff food - priced at your cost, then at payday it will be deducted. But don't give it away right in the beginning. Set targets and once they are achieved, reward the staff with the low cost staff food option. They will figure it's still better for them to accept that as they can’t buy food at raw material cost elsewhere.
Filipinos would love to have every day a payday. Its a very tough negotiation with the staff to minimize the number of the paydays a month. Monthly payday is almost impossible, but try to avoid weekly payment, too. Like I said earlier, Filipinos live for the day. It means once they receive their salaries they will go party, happy-happy - the next day you may find yourself dishwashing as half of your staff wont show up. The day after payday is when girls have their period (with horrible stomach pain of course), guys their head aches or such. You will hear all kind of excuses - you can’t avoid this problem to occur. Even your best staff members will fail on you with this, get used to it instead of firing them. Best if you have some reserve work force who can help you out.
Usually these absences wont last longer than one day. If someone don’t show up at work for a few days, you can make sure the person has quit (without informing you) or really sick.
Make your staff get used to leaving their phones on. Most probably they will use Sun as that provider has the lowest rates (and worst quality service, but Filipinos prefer texting instead of talking therefore it does not matter much) - so you can even buy a cheap phone with unlimited monthly text by Sun - they will love to use it to communicate with their family and friends and it will be something they would like to go to work for. Its a good investment, sim card is 40 pesos and a monthly unlimited text option is 200 pesos. One card and one phone is enough.
Having said all that, I am not here to suggest to open an eatery. For the reasons I detailed earlier it may make sense. But do your homework before start anything. If you have a partner or wife, listen to her and her family also - but exercise caution, they may come up with long pampered family dreams that make no sense, on the other hand they can give you good insight. Or ask them specific questions about the venture you plan to start. It’s wise not to reveal your plan right away, they may immediately believe your plan will be implemented and if for any reason you change your mind, you may “lose your face”. So just ask questions like: “what people usually eat for breakfast?” or “how many people living in this town?” - if you don’t know that. Make sure you don’t generalize what you see in their house, they may live better off than the average or worse. Try to get a clear and unbiased picture of what you are after.
Don’t forget: numbers never lie. Try to get as many numeric information as you can, even if they are estimates and cross check everything from other sources before you form your opinion or make a decision.
How Filipinos Compete in Business?
The Philippine Constitution of 1987 prohibits anti-competitive practices. Well, match this with the legislation that regulates foreign ownership and see what you get...
Filipinos do business with people rather than with companies. If you change representatives during negotiations, you may have to start it over. Decisions are often reached on the basis of feelings rather than facts, which is why it is imperative to develop a network of personal relationships.
So how Filipinos compete?
They are bad. While anywhere in the world competitors are not working for your interest, in the Philippines you should expect tough war if you interfere with someone else’s business. Don’t forget, the business you compete with may be the only income for a family - they will see you as an immediate threat to their lives. Try not to directly compete. While the rule of “people only have dinner once a day” remains true, if your eatery sells something that is different from the shop nearby, it wont look as bad for them as when you start selling the same thing.
On the other hand if you(r wife) will open a business you can be certain that sooner or later another business of the same kind will open next door or opposite. This is not related to you as a foreigner, they do the same among each other, so the phenomenon has more to do with the crab mentality. The number of same kind of businesses in a particular area could grow up to the point when all will go bankrupt – having no sufficient amount of customers available to patronize all the businesses.
But it's OK as long as the other also cannot make money. “Not my fault, too many businesses of same kind are around.” - all would say to save face for the failure. This business approach also refers to the lack of creativity and analytic thinking but copying others' ideas instead when opening a business. “If good for them, good for me also.”
Typical examples of this are pharmacies and bakery shops that you can see in one bunch in most towns.
If you want to make sure your business is safe from copying point of view, do something unique. You may also run a business that require big investment – like a specific machine, but with this you can't exclude all potential competitors, there are Filipinos who have enough money to compete with you.
It could be difficult to offer something different in food business as Filipinos prefer certain type of food, such as inasal (BBQ) or deep fried things, and if in your selected area there are such stalls, you may end up selling something less desirable which will affect your sales right from the opening.
Don’t try to be creative in food business, let your local relatives or friends decide on the taste of sauces and similar things - even if they taste horrible for you. Remember, if you cater for locals, they expect the same thing they are used to, not some modified version just because you think its healthier or tastes better.
Back to the point, let’s see real life examples of how things work.
One of the expats wanted to open an eatery and approached the owner of a building that was recently built near the main road, at quite a good location. While the building looked unfinished, there were tenants in one wing, including a branch one of the major remittance companies and a burger chain, so the guy seemed to be right about the location.
It took a few days for the owner of the building to give an answer to the guy about the rent, even though he has rented out some of his lots already. Apparently he got some second thoughts and needed time to develop his idea. The monthly rent seemed not that high, but the owner wanted a full year rent paid in advance, plus deposits of various kinds. The guy got shocked but that was not all. Filipinos tend to tell what they plan or want to do, while we try to keep it in secret until we really do it. So the owner informed the guy that he wanted to open an eatery in the best lot of the property and the reason why he wanted all the money upfront was to have enough for his opening.
This move made the expat decide on not renting there at all, and the story illustrates how Filipinos tend to copy what you plan to do - but in this extreme case the tenant was to pay for opening the landlord’s business. Of course creating competition by using his own money was the last thing the expat wanted. After one year the owner of the building has not opened his eatery yet and the expat has found a good location and runs his business successfully.
The other story is from Davao where an expat and his wife opened an eatery. The lady was an excellent cook and the man knew how to manage business and a nut about hygiene. From this lucky combination their establishment came out as a popular one, having people lining up all times of the day. A few months later they even opened a second outlet in another part of the town.
It took not long for the landlord to figure that the business was very successful and at the time when the contract was to be renewed he came up with some exuberant rental. The expat pulled out and found another location for the business. The landlord re-opened the eatery with a slightly changed name, slightly higher prices, slightly worse food and hygiene to see the business going downhill in quite short time.
If you lived in a quiet neighborhood with all your neighbors behaving and nice to you, you may run away in the 1st week of your stay depending on the location you have chosen. The Filipino carelessness is very characteristic for noise - or what you may experience as noise. They might not.
If you live in a rural area, no matter how beautiful or big house you have built, someone from the barangay will tether the cow near your bedroom window and you will wake up by the loud lowing of the animal - not later than 6am. It’s not because that neighbor hates you or aware of which window belongs to your bedroom. All he cares for is where to find some grass for the cow to graze on. If you are lucky, they only have goats. Goats are not so loud.
Another culprit for uninvited wake up calls are the roosters. In the Philippines everyone have roosters - and not even one. The national sport, the sabong, is a rather bloody cock-fight which they breed their roosters for.
Early morning these roosters produce an unmistakeable concerto wherever you go in the Philippines which gets better during the day but only stops after dusk. If you want to have enough sleep, its advisable to go to bed early. Filipinos go sleep quite early, usually for practical reasons: they wont have to use much electricity for lighting if they sleep soon after dark.
Another source of “noise” is any type of stereo equipment or TV sets that Filipinos have. Regardless the kind of the device, they listen to it with the volume up to the max, resulting in very bad distortion and earth shaking basses. Loud music is always present in supermarkets and malls, sometimes interrupted by similarly distorted announcements.
A special version of this source of noise is videoke, when the Filipinos sing along with the lyrics displayed on the TV monitor and the music played from speakers. There are custom build devices available for this with thick booklets containing the titles to choose from. There are special establishments called KTV for this hobby with more or less sound proof walls, so that is not a problem. The problem is with those placed in open areas, usually someones house where all the neighborhood wold be gathering for some entertainment. These evens can be heard from a distance and there is nothing much to do about it but prey for at least someone who has voice singing. The worst of it was at a pristine beach which is not well known by tourists, so one can enjoy without much disturbance - but in the middle of the area there is a small eatery that apparently caters for Lady Gaga wannabes with a videoke machine that is set up with some echo featuring amplifier to make the thing sound even worse.
Sometimes I have seen and heard middle aged or older Filipino men singing their songs in their own language. It is amazing how nice these men can sing. While this looks similar to the videoke above, the experience is entirely different.
The Filipino is considered a very musical nation - while not all of them have the right voice for singing. If you pick the wrong area you may end up listening to somebody all the week end practicing the same song (usually some of the western oldies) very loud - and of course out of tune. It’s the right time to go for a trip.
Depending on individual tolerance one may also get annoyed by the continuous singing of the Filipinos / Filipinas. Sooner or later they will start singing some of the actual popular local or international hits. If you take it as your girlfriend is happy - that’s great and be happy together with her. You will notice after a while that you began to use their habits. You will be singing, use your eye brows for saying “yes” and who knows what else. That is the sign that you are well there and got used to it.
Small Matters That You Can Forgive
The Philippines is a 3rd world country and that’s the reason why you should not expect everything same as you have at home. I am not trying to state the obvious here - but if you prepare for these small issues your stay would be much more pleasant.
No toilet paper in the toilets. It’t best if you bring some tissue along with you all times, so you can avoid surprises.
No change in the shop and you have 1000 peso note. Well, depending on where you do your shopping or eating, this may happen quite often, better bring small notes all times if you eat or shop at small places. In larger shops this will never be a problem.
You have collected a lot of beer bottles and no shop wants to accept them, including the one you bought the beers from. Well, don’t stock up your bottles, just bring along the empty ones when you buy your new batch of beer, that’s when your empty bottles will be surely taken back.
The technician you are waiting for not showing up. This is due to the “Filipino timing” discussed elsewhere. Be patient, he will come. If the technician is expected to come again, better to build a good relationship with him, be nice, invite him for a drink - next time he will come to you as priority customer. Get his phone number and you can even cut through the red tape if he is a representative of a corporation - you no longer will have to talk with a faceless customer service representative.
Talking about customer service, of you will find them quite annoying, regardless which company you try to contact. Endless menus to navigate in, bad voice record of the “machine voice”, difficult to understand due to various factors. Sometimes the line would be cut just before you reach a human finally. Make sure at least the problem is not with your insufficient load in your phone, start such phone calls with enough load available, as navigating in the menus and waiting for the operator may take long time. Prepare for giving all kind of details before anyone listens your your problem, including service reference numbers, your personal data, phone number and so on. Have pen and paper ready, many times you will be required to jot down reference numbers for follow up.
“Life is cheap in the Philippines” - once an army veteran told me in Cebu and added “one can get his enemy killed for 5000 pesos or for 10,000 pesos if the person is a judge or a lawyer” then he explained how two men with covered face on a motor bike would do that.
That sounded pretty scary and unbelievable until I have read such things in the papers - but I had to give the guy some credit as he had been living in the Philippines for more than two decades.
I personally have never been threatened by anyone or encountered a situation where I felt my life threatened and I hope it will remain the same. Don’t annoy anyone, be nice and it will pay off, this is what expats often say as a general rule.
I have seen foreigners having even machine guns (illegally I have to add - as a foreigner is not allowed to carry and use a gun in the Philippines with a few exceptions). I think that guy was a bit over the top or paranoid.
Having said all that, I cannot deny that the Philippines could be a dangerous place. In general, do exercise a high degree of caution and pay attention to your personal security at all times. In the Philippines there is poverty that may make desperate people be involved in crimes. And there are of course thieves, robbers - just like anywhere else, and the Philippines is famous for con artists and scammers which is a topic that can’t be fully detailed here, but if you are interested, find the information in my other ebook: “The Philippine Scam”.
In certain parts of the Philippines the risk for a foreigner is much higher. There is a very high level of risk in central and western Mindanao, Zamboanga Peninsula and the Sulu Archipelago. This is due to a high threat of terrorist attack. Parts of this area is controlled by muslim groups, many of them can be considered as terrorists. The risk of being kidnapped or involved in other violent crimes is the highest in the Philippines.
Simply don’t go there. On the other hand not all parts of Mindanao are unsafe. As a general rule take a look at the map, where you can use the Cagayan De Oro - Davao national road as a rough guide where to go and where not to. The road goes from the North to the southern tip of Mindanao. West to this road is unsafe, and the eastern side of the island from this road is relatively safe, including both big cities. Some say best if one finds any other place for living than Mindanao.
When you enter malls, banks, bars, supermarkets, hotels, anywhere in the Philippines you will notice armed guards at the doors. When I saw them first I have mistaken them for policemen, their uniforms were so tidy and they looked very professional. If you compare that with policemen – well, they are not so pro looking. One day I have seen a traffic warden wearing a Stars and Stripes head scarf on duty...
The guards may inspect your bags and pat you down for weapons and often you will have to pass a metal detector gate. This is normal and in some extent it helps your safety. Get used to it rather than annoyed. I respect these guards, many of them have been killed at bank robberies, their job could be really dangerous at certain places.
Watch your belongings at all times and avoid flashing expensive jewelry, fancy phones, watches and other items that shout “steal me, I am valuable!” When you are in the city don’t carry too much cash when you go out, have a credit or ATM cards with you, but do not place them in your wallet, keep them elsewhere. Carry your wallet in your side pocket, not the back. Some advise to have a “fake” wallet with you, containing old, expired bank cards and small amount of cash. In case of a robbery, you can throw that to the robber instead of the real one. Since such situation may happen in dark and the robber wants to act fast, most likely wont check the expiry dates on the cards just run away with the wallet.
Houses and lots are usually fenced or have concrete walls around, often decorated with barbed wires. Windows have metal grills wherever you go. Well, I refer to the houses of expats or Filipinos who are better off. You can have a dog, Filipinos are afraid of big barking dogs, such as Rottweilers, Schnauzers, German Shepherds. If you stay in a big house and have valuables, a dog like that is very useful. Some may not know, geese are very good for protecting houses. They make big noise and even attack the intruder. They are, however, difficult to get in the Philippines.
This page tells the unseen side of the story of a wedding of my Australian friend – Paul - in March 2009 and is intended to be a general guide and checklist to those of you who are thinking of getting married to your partner in Cebu.
The costs and legal requirements mentioned were current in early 2009 and may change or increase as time passes. This check list is intended as a guide to those planning to organize their own wedding in Cebu and no liability will be accepted for incorrect or misleading information. Should you require help on a professional basis, please click on the links below for a guide to the rules, customs and costs of getting married in Cebu.
Let my friend begin his story.
Legal Requirements
THE CENOMAR
This an acronym for Certificate of No Marriage and is basically a certification by the National Statistics Office stating that the person applying is not currently married – either the person has never married or their previous marriage has been annulled. I means you will not be entering into a bigamous marriage. They can be obtained in person from the NSO in Cebu or elsewhere in the Philippines, or online at www.e-census.com.ph We went to the Civil Registrar at our local Municipal Hall, paid 240 pesos and got our Cenomar one week later – very easy. The following information is needed to obtain a CENOMAR:
Complete name of the person to be certified
Complete name of the father
Complete maiden name of the mother
Date of birth
Place of birth
Complete name and address of the requesting party
Number or copies needed
Purpose for the certification
For the Filipina - I have read that the Cenomar is not a requirement for marriage and that it is only essential if you want to be certain that the civil status of the person you are marrying is still single and that he or she is unattached. However we really weren’t given the choice; we were told by the Civil Registrar that we had to have one. for us getting a Cenomar for my girlfriend was stated as a requirement for obtaining a Marriage License.
For the Alien Partner - a Cenomar for me, the “alien” partner, was not required although I have heard of some cases where it was. This could just be one of the many inconsistencies in the application of the law here or it could be a case of “better safe than sorry”.
THE CERTIFICATE OF NO IMPEDIMENT (CNI)
This is sometimes also called a Legal Capacity to Marry. As an Australian Citizen I will quote from their website – I am sure that the basic information is the same whatever citizenship you hold.
“NOTE: Philippine law requires the CNI to be issued by the Embassy of the applicant’s country of nationality in the Philippines. Documents issued in Australia or other countries are not acceptable to the Philippine authorities. The Certificate of No Impediment (CNI) to Marriage, is not a requirement of Australian law. This is issued at the request of overseas countries seeking to ensure that a marriage involving Australian citizens, celebrated in that country, will also be recognized as a valid marriage by the Australian authorities”.
I flew to Manila as there is no Consular Office in Cebu and got my CNI within 1 hour for about 3,500 pesos. friends of mine who are UK citizens got their CNI from the local Cebu consular office for around 4,400 pesos. To the best of my knowledge, if you have non-Filipino citizenship, you cannot get married in the Philippines without a CNI.
THE MARRIAGE LICENSE:
We obtained our marriage from the local Civil Registrar and he was one of the nicest, most helpful civil servants I have ever met in any country; but I have had some clients who have been subjected to what amounts to “verbal abuse” for their decision to get married to a younger Filipina. Maybe they were unlucky or maybe it is part of a “psychological test” to check if your intentions stand up to a bit of scrutiny – remember getting angry with a civil servant will not result in any speedier resolution to your problem – respect and humility are the tools with which to grease the wheels.
If you’re both getting married for the first time, the Civil Registrar will ask to see your original birth certificates or your baptismal certificates and you will need to know the full name, address and citizenship of both your parents. You will also need the Cenomar, the CNI and possibly proof of attendance at the Family Planning and Marriage Guidance Seminars, details of which are included on this page. If you have been previously married, you will need to provide the death certificate of your deceased spouse or the judicial decree of your absolute divorce, or the judicial decree of your annulment or declaration of nullity of your previous marriage.
If you are under the age of 18, you can’t get married in the Philippines even if your parents agree with the marriage and if you are between the age of 18 and 21 you will need the written consent of your parents. Applicants between the age of 21 and 25, must ask their parents or guardian for advice upon the intended marriage and, in our case, my wife’s mother was required to come with us to confirm to the Civil Registrar that she had given such advice. If you do not obtain such advice or if the parents advice is unfavorable, you will need to wait 3 months for issuance of the license instead of the normal 10 day waiting period while notice of the marriage application is posted on a bulletin board outside the local Civil Registrar’s office. We paid our 500 pesos and got our license, as promised 10 days after we applied. We then took the license to our celebrant so that the marriage contract could be drawn up.
THE FAMILY PLANNING SEMINAR
A Certificate of Attendance at a Family Planning Seminar conducted by the Division of Maternal and Child Health at the Municipal/City Hall in the same municipality or city where the contracting parties applied for the marriage license is also required.
In our case, we attended a very basic one hour seminar conducted by some very nervous 4th year nursing students from Cebu Doctors University and were issued our Certificate of Attendance free of charge. However I have heard of other people who had to attend a seminar from 8am until 5pm and were charged 1,000 pesos – which is right? I don’t know.
MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNSELING
If either of you are between the ages of 18 and 25, you will need to show proof to the local civil registrar that you have received marriage counseling. If you do not receive marriage counseling, your marriage license will not be issued for three months.
My girlfriend and I went to the Marriage Guidance Counselor at the Municipal Hall and collected a multiple choice questionnaire for each of us which we had to take home and complete after discussing the issues raised between us. The questions were fairly basic and were designed to test each person’s attitude to their own and their partner’s responsibilities within marriage. I you believe in keeping your wife tied to the cooker and available to meet you every whim, you might not pass, but if you know the meaning of S.N.A.G. then the test is fairly easy. The next day we went back the the counselor for a meeting to discuss our expectations and 30 minutes later had our acknowledgment of attendance which cost us nothing.
FINDING THE CELEBRANT
Marriage in the Philippines may be solemnized by any of the following:
Civil Celebrants – the law states that marriage may be legalized by “any incumbent member of the judiciary within the courts’ jurisdiction”. For most people this will be a judge although I know of people who have been married by the local Mayor – mayors are not mentioned in the Act, so the mayor was either a judge as well or Mayors are considered to be included in the definition above. Costs for the use of judges seem to vary from case to case and of the 3 people I know who were recently married by judges, one told me they paid 8,000 pesos, one said 5,000 pesos and the last said 500 pesos. We didn’t use a civil celebrant so this information is merely hearsay.
Religious Celebrants – In our case, as my girlfriend is a Baptist, we used the pastor at the church she attends. He had no problem with my previous marriage but did want to know that I was a Christian and insisted that I was baptized in the baptist faith. There was no set cost for his services but a “love gift” of cash was expected. Again the law states that you can be married by “any priest, rabbi, imam, or minister of any church or religious sect duly authorized by his church or religious sect and registered with the Civil Registrar General , acting within the limits of the written authority granted by his church or religious sect and provided that at least one of the contracting parties belongs to the solemnizing officer’s church or religious sect “. So there are many choices of religious celebrant to be found, but in many cases friends of mine have not been able to find a Catholic Priest who will marry them because of their previous marriage and divorce.
Other Options – most of the alternative celebrants are pretty much “long shots” and require special circumstances in which they can marry you, but the law states that you can be married by a “ship captain or airline chief”, a “military commander” and a “consul-general, consul or vice-consul”
THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT
Once you have received the marriage license you need to take it to the celebrant so that they can prepare the marriage contract that you will sign during the ceremony. They will basically transfer the information from the marriage license to the marriage contract, leaving spaces for the signatures of the Bride and Groom, the Celebrant and the Witnesses (primary sponsors).
We learned one important lesson the hard way – make sure that the typing of the Marriage Contract is perfect. If at some time in the future you need an NSO certified copy of the Marriage Contract, (e.g. for a 13a Visa), they will not accept any erasures, strike throughs, type overs, white outs, etc. – if in doubt get it typed out again, it will save you a lot of running around in the future.
THE VENUE FOR THE CEREMONY
Under Philippine law a marriage “shall be solemnized publicly in the chambers of the judge, in the church, chapel, or temple, or in the office of the consul general … and not elsewhere… or where both parties request the solemnizing officer in writing in which case the marriage may be solemnized at a house or place designated by them in a sworn statement to that effect.” So if you want to hold the ceremony away from the church or judges chambers, perhaps in a garden setting at a resort, as we did, you will need to present a notarized letter of request to the celebrant. Most celebrants will be aware of this and can give you a template of the wording required in the request.
THE WEDDING INVITATIONS
The wedding invitations are a vital, yet often almost forgotten, piece of the wedding jigsaw puzzle. If you don’t get them out early enough, those special people, particularly from overseas, won’t have time to make their arrangements to attend. Once you have your wedding license, a date, a Celebrant and the venues for the ceremony and the reception, you should make getting the invitations posted out your number one priority – all of the other things came be organized later. We initially looked at using a specialist invitation company to do our invitations and there is plenty of choice out there starting around t70php for each card. However we decided we wanted something a bit more personal and decided to make our own. We bought nice, colored card, ribbon and motifs and, using our home computer and printer, tailored each card specifically for the guest involved. It was a lot of work for us both but we enjoyed working on it together and the cost per card for us was under 20php!!
The Wedding Ceremony
THE PHOTOGRAPHER
This is one of the areas of service where there was the biggest variation in price from the most expensive to the least expensive. Our so called “wedding planners” were all talking of a figure around 45,000 pesos to get a photographer to cover both the wedding ceremony and the reception. This was to cover an unlimited number of still photographs and a video record of the actual day – an album was to be included for the still shots and an edited DVD would be made of the whole event.
When we decided to plan the day ourselves, we had top quote of 35,000 pesos which included an “imported” photo album to contain the pictures. After searching around we found a local photographer that my girlfriend had used before who offered us the same package for 7,000 pesos, although we added a further 2,000 pesos for a guest’s signature/message board. The worry with using any photographer is that if they are no good or something goes wrong on the day, you can’t just go back and do it all again – bad photos will be all the memories you will have of the day.
Our chosen photographer was there in person, on time, with a small team of assistants and the results were very good. We paid a 50% deposit and didn’t have to pay the balance until we were satisfied with the results.
THE WEDDING DRESS
The appearance of the bride in her beautiful wedding dress is one of the most important and emotional moments in the entire wedding for the woman, and a very moving moment for the man also. The woman feels so special and beautiful in her gown and every bride has a different idea of how she wants to look – the man may have some input into the choice, but it is important to remember it is her day!
However, while there are many choices concerning the type of dress you may want, there are 3 basic choices about how to obtain it:
Buy ready made – most wedding stores have a range of ready made gowns and books showing the designs they can make up for you – prices that we encountered started around 15,000 pesos and went up to prices way beyond that.
Designer gowns – there are many well known local designers in Cebu, who specialize in wedding and evening gowns that will design and make anything you want – we only looked at one designer and the price quoted was 25,000 pesos
Rental gowns – Most wedding gown stores offer dresses for rental and the price will vary according to the style chosen and how many times the dress has been worn before – the first use of a dress is priced at a premium. My girlfriend's beautiful wedding gown was part of a rental package which included the dresses for 1 Maid of Honor, 4 Bridesmaids and 3 Flower Girls – also included in the package were accessories such as flower baskets, cushions, garter, etc. The price of this complete rental package for the bride and attendants was 10,000 pesos.
THE GROOM’S CLOTHES
In a traditional Filipino wedding, the groom will wear a “barong”, the embroidered formal garment of the Philippines It is very lightweight and worn untucked over an undershirt. You can buy a decent looking new barong from about 1,000 pesos but you can spend an awful lot more for a top of the range one. Renting a barong starts at around 250 pesos.
What the groom chooses to wear is a matter of personal taste and I have attended different weddings in Cebu where the grooms wore a kilt, a western- style lounge suit and even an Hawaiian shirt with shorts. It’s up to you!!
THE CLOTHES FOR THE ENTOURAGE
As with the clothes for the Bride and Groom, the choice of style, whether to buy or rent and the budget available is a matter of personal choice.
We chose to rent and paid 10,000 pesos for the following:
The Wedding Gown for the Bride
8 gowns for the 5 senior and 3 junior female attendants
8 barongs for the 5 senior male and 3 junior male attendants
We didn’t use the included barongs and paid an extra 1,250 pesos for 5 “first use” barongs
THE WEDDING RINGS
This is an area of personal choice and the rings chosen will be different from one couple to the next depending on style preferences and budget. Without giving away how much I spent on our rings, the price range for an engagement ring is from about 10,000 pesos up, and for a pair of wedding rings you can count on spending a minimum of 20,000 pesos. The wedding rings are usually tied to a satin cushion and brought to the celebrant during the wedding by one of the male junior attendants. Alternatively, the best man can just keep them in his pocket until he is asked for them.
THE BEARERS
We had 3 male “Bearers, aged between 10 and 3 years old, to bring items needed for the ceremony to the celebrant. They carried them on satin cushions, each one slightly different so as to carry a particular item. Each wore a small barong like the groomsmen. One carried the wedding rings which I have discussed earlier, the other 2 carried the items below:
The “Arras” – The groom gives the bride thirteen coins, or “arras”, blessed by the priest, as a sign of his dedication to his wife’s well-being and the welfare of their future children. Symbolically, the groom is promising he will be there to protect her and will share all his worldly possessions with her. They are traditionally gold or silver, but gold or silver plated coins are now common as well. They are usually brought to the celebrant on a cushion by one of the junior male attendants (bearers).
The Bible and the Wedding Contract – our special family bible brought by one of the bearers to the priest, who blessed it.
THE FLOWER GIRLS
To match with the 3 male bearers, we had 3 “Flower Girls” who went up the aisle before the Bride, throwing rose petals on the red carpets to highlight her entrance. They were aged between 8 and 3 years old and looked fantastic in small versions of the gowns worn by the bridesmaids.
THE PRIMARY SPONSORS
Before we started planning the wedding, I had never heard of “wedding sponsors” and I thought they would be helping me to pay for part or all of the day. I had visions of the aisle of the church lined with ads promoting their restaurants, dress shops, etc – I even thought they might want me to wear a placard on my back as I walked down the aisle. However I was soon put right and no money passed hands.
We chose three couples to be our Primary sponsors. It was explained to me, apart from being the witnesses who will sign the marriage contract, they are to undertake the role of advisors, quasi-guardians and spiritual mentors to the couple throughout the course of the marriage. I think it is similar to the role that godparents promise to take on during the baptism of a child.
After the celebrant has declared the couple “man and wife’, or during the ceremony, they will be the one’s to witness the signatures of the couple and the celebrant.
THE SECONDARY SPONSORS
These are usually good friends or important people known to the couple and each would normally have a different function during the ceremony, which I have detailed below; but because we were married by a Baptist Pastor, we did not use them in any of these roles.
The Candle Sponsors – will each light wedding candles which are positioned on either side of the bride and groom. When lit, the flames from the candles symbolize the presence of God within the union. that, apart from the duties they will perform at the actual wedding,
The Veil Sponsors – they place and pin the veil, made of white tulle on the groom’s shoulder and then over the bride’s head. This symbolizes the union of the couple, “clothed” as one.
The Cord Sponsors – tie the couple with a silk cord around their necks in a loose figure of eight shape. This symbolizes the infinity of the bond of marriage.
THE MUSIC
Being a musician myself, this for me was one of the most important things to organize for the ceremony. Of course, our primary sense is sight and everyone is straining to catch sight of the wedding party as they enter the church, but the music played during the ceremony sets the mood and emotions of the gathering. The music you need to choose can generally be broken up into 3 main parts:-
The Entrance (Processional) – we had 4 different pieces of music – one for the entrance of the celebrant and sponsors, one for the entrance of the groom and groomsmen, one for the entrance of the maid of Honor and other female attendants and one for the entry of the bride. Each was subtly different in style, pace and impact to reflect who was being “announced”.
The Celebrant, etc – “Spring” by Vivaldi – light, bright, joyous and celebratory
The Groom, etc – “Air on the G string” by Bach played on electric guitar – classical, strong, proud and masculine.
The Bridesmaids – “Canon in D major” by Pachelbel – light, dainty and peaceful
The Bride – “Trumpet Voluntary” by Clark – a graceful fanfare announcing an important event
The Interlude Music – this is the music that is used as a “fill in” during the time when the couple are signing the marriage Contract. Depending on the celebrant, you will need up to 10 minutes of music to cover this lull in the proceedings, when often the couple are out of sight of the wedding guests. Many couples use this as an opportunity to use a Wedding Singer – the right music can make this boring time, interesting. These were our choices:
“This is the day”
“Psalm 23″
“Washed in the Blood”
The Exit (Recessional) – the end of the ceremony should be a time of joy and celebration, and your choice of music here should reflect this – aim for something upbeat, joyous and celebratory. We chose
“The Wedding March” from “A Mid-summer Night’s Dream” by Mendelssohn
THE WEDDING SINGER
Using a wedding singer during the ceremony is a matter of personal choice. For me, the appearance of a “performer” takes the spotlight away from the most important people on the day – the couple who are being married. We did however get quotes that ranged from 500 pesos to 1500 pesos for one or two songs. If you want one, I’ll willingly sing three songs for you for 1,000 pesos.
THE WEDDING CO-ORDINATOR
As I say on the previous page advertising my services, we decided to do without one. We wanted to have more say over how much money we spent, and felt that all of the coordinators we interviewed where trying to make money out of each of the different parts of the wedding. We were promised “wonderful” flower arrangements for 35,000 pesos but felt that the co-ordinator would pay the florist 15,000 pesos and keep the rest for themselves. This is fine because they needed to be paid for their services, but they were taking a cut from each and every one of the service providers we needed – with their fees on top, they stood to make 50,000 to 100,000 pesos of our money.
The Wedding Reception
THE VENUE
Cebu offers the couple a vast array of venues, each different in terms of cost, style and location. You can chose to hold your wedding in a hotel, a resort, a restaurant, a function centre or even at home.
My girlfriend and I both wanted our wedding to be held at a resort and spent many long hours driving from one to the other, looking at the venues and getting details about the packages they offered. Then when we got home, we would try to compare them to find the best value for money. This was hard because every package was slightly different from the others – some included a wedding cake, some had an overnight stay, some had white doves included, and so on and so on. The “basic” cost per head from all the places we visited ranged from about 350 pesos to one at 2,000 pesos a head.
We chose a venue which offered the package we wanted at 850 pesos a head and this included 2 nights stay at the resort. The staff there were very helpful and professional and the day went pretty much without a hitch. The wedding was held in a garden setting, but we had the choice of a beach or indoor setting if we had wanted. In the event of rain, the tables would have been moved to the indoor site.
THE SEATING PLAN
This was one of the hitches! I was used to the formalities of the typical western wedding and spent a lot of time preparing a seating plan which would allow each guest a chance to enjoy the day with like minded people. I sat friends with friends, relatives with relatives and worked those people that didn’t fit into any category with people that they would be comfortable with and might find interesting. One additional complication was that some people spoke only English, some only Bisayan and some spoke both. Then just when we thought we had the perfect plan, someone would cancel and you would invite a new person who you would have to fit into the mix.
At last we had the right plan and, on the day, my groomsmen put name tags in the correct places on each table. Did anyone sit where they were supposed to? About 50% did, the rest just made their own arrangements and sat where they wanted to. Lesson, don’t expect a wedding in the Philippines to be as organized as one in the West.
The resort set up the tables for us – each table with a plain white tablecloth and each chair had a white seat cover tied with a bow in our motif color – tangerine.
The Couple – traditionally the newly married couple sits in the middle of what I know as the “Top Table”, but some venues offer the bride and groom the option of sitting alone in a position of prominence. One resort had the couple seated at a table on a island facing the guests. We sat at our own table on a small mound, and it was so calming to be alone with each other after all the hustle and bustle of the earlier part of the day.
The Presidential Table – our “Presidential Table” was just below us and was occupied by the Parents, the Best Man and Maid of Honor, the Primary Sponsors and the Celebrants.
The Wedding Guests – these were seated around circular tables with the more important people – Bridesmaids, groomsmen and Parents – nearest the front. The resort provided large candelabras as centre pieces which our florist decorated with flowers.
THE FOOD
Here again the options are endless. In our package we were allowed to chose from a comprehensive list of dishes in the following categories – 1 soup, 2 salads, 7 main courses, 1 vegetable dish, 2 rice dishes & 3 desserts.
One thing to be careful of – we had invited and paid for 100 guests and had agreed that we would pay for additional guests at the specified rate should any “extras” turn up. Basically they would count the number of plates used at the end of the night to work out any extra cost, so it was important for us to make sure that the children under 5, who were “free”, did not use an additional adult plate, but shared that of their parents.
The food was excellent and the food service was faultless – there was plenty left over for “late nibblers”. Our table and the Presidential table were served our food by their waiters and the rest of the guests enjoyed an “all you can eat” style, self service buffet. If you have a religious celebrant, it is probably polite to ask them to offer thanks by saying Grace before the food service starts.
THE DRINKS
Our package included a round of soft drinks for each of the guests and a bottle of champagne for the toast. We decided for several reasons, not to offer free alcoholic drinks for the guests. The main reason was budget, at some point you have to draw a line in the sand and say I can’t afford any more money; but also many of our guests didn’t drink and some of those that did would have drunk too much had the beer been free.
THE MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Wedding receptions, while exciting for the newly wed couple, can get a bit boring and long winded for the majority of wedding guests, so it is important to chose an MC who will make the evening fun and fast paced. We used a good friend, Micky, who had played with bands for many years and knew the importance of keeping an audience entertained and how to do it. He also knew that he was not the focus of the event and was careful not to become the centre of attention. I have been to many weddings and an egoistic MC can become a real bore. Micky kindly performed this task for us for free, but I know of people who have used a “professional” MC and the cost varied from 2,000 to 5,000 pesos.
THE INTRODUCTIONS
Many of the guests will have no idea of who the people on the Presidential Table are and why they are important to the newly married couple, so it is nice to introduce them to all the guests by name and by their responsibilities / position within the family group. We gave our MC a list of their names and a very brief resume of their relationship to us which he read out before the entrance of the wedding party (see below). Not only did this make them feel important and appreciated, but it formally announced the beginning of the reception celebrations.
THE ENTRANCE
The guests are all seated at their tables, waiting anxiously for the food service to begin. Are the wedding party already seated also? Do the Bride and Groom wander in alone? OR Does the wedding party make a formal, dramatic entrance? It’s up to each couple to decide
Being a bit of a “show pony”, we had an informal procession of the main participants of the wedding party, each being announced by the MC as they made their way down the aisle to their seats. Each Groomsman escorted a Bridesmaid and, after a dramatic pause, we entered ourselves making our first social appearance as Mr and Mrs…
THE MUSIC
As I mentioned when discussing the choice for the ceremony, music is a very individual thing but plays a vital part in setting the tone and pace of the reception. Choose carefully and try to think of the effect your music will have on the guests rather than choosing music for the simple reason that you like it. Click the links to hear our choices.
The Entrance – as most of my musical influences come from a bygone era, my choice of music reflected this. We used two pieces of music, one for the entrance of the Groomsmen and Bridesmaids and one for our own “special” entry.
“Good Vibrations” by The Beach Boys for the Groomsmen and Bridesmaids.
“I got you Babe” by Sonny and Cher for the entrance of the Bride and Groom
I had seriously considered “Thunderstruck” by AC/DC for our entrance, but decided that, although it was dramatic and would have focused everyone’s attention, it might have been a bit too heavy for some of our invited guests.
The National Anthem – as a matter our courtesy to our Filipino guests, we played the national Anthem of the Philippines as soon as we arrived at our seats and before anything else began.
Music to eat food by – we choose a selection of light, mainly instrumental music, softly played in the background while we all ate our food. The band was already set up but we wanted the start of their music to signal the beginning of the completely informal part of the evening – after the speeches, cake cutting,etc.,
The First Dance – for us the choice of this piece of music was simple; we had watched a movie on TV together and. although the movie was very exciting, at the end we both said to each other, “I love that music”. Your choice will be different from ours, will have different memories but will be just as emotional.
“Answer” by Sarah McLachlan
THE MONEY DANCE
We didn’t have one, but at some Filipino weddings, the money dance is announced; males line up in front of the Bride, pinning money on her dress or veil, then dance with her. Same with the Groom, only females line up instead. I have been to weddings where the money is just pinned to the couple with no future dancing implied. Often this is a way for those people who didn’t buy presents to wish the couple good luck.
THE BAND
Being a musician myself, this was an area where I already had some expertise and wanted to get just right. I wanted a band that played my sort of music AND one that would let me sing a few songs myself. I know the owner of a local expats bar very well and asked him what he paid his bands for a 4 hour set; he said it depended on the band but was usually between 3,000 and 5,000 pesos. I also asked him to give me a contact list for the best 4 or 5 bands he used, which he did. I well understand that a band will charge more for a “one off” function than they will charge a bar owner who might give them a regular gig, but was surprised at the quotes from the first 2 bands I contacted which were both well over 20,000 pesos. The fourth band I contacted were more far- sighted and once I pointed out that they would get exposure to other friends of mine who were getting married soon, offered me a price of 7,000 pesos. On the day they were punctual, not overly loud and very good; they got 2 more bookings from our wedding performance. It pays to shop around.
THE DOVES
This is a quote from a web page I discovered:
“White doves at weddings are symbolic of celebration, new beginnings, peace, love, serenity and the Holy Spirit. They have been used in ceremonies throughout the world for centuries. Their beauty, as they soar into the sky and circle overhead is truly breathtaking. They have the ability to create a memory that guests will remember and talk about for years to come.”
Well at our wedding they were certainly created a “memory that guests will remember and talk about for years to come! Trying as hard as we could to keep costs down, we sent a friend to our local market on the morning of the wedding to buy two white doves – I believe they cost about 300 pesos. Unfortunately we didn’t specify that we wanted doves that knew how to fly and when my sister threw them into the air, the first one managed a flight of about 5 meters and the second one crashed back to the ground with a sickening thud. A second attempt was no more successful, much to the amusement of the assembled guests. Still this was our only “mishap” on the day.
THE SPEECHES
Who says what?
There are traditions concerning the content of the principal speeches, as follows:
The Father of the Bride or someone who can act in his place if deceased
Welcome all the guests to the wedding, on behalf of your wife and yourself.
Thank them for coming to help you celebrate the wedding of your daughter.
Tell them about your daughter – skills, abilities, achievements, character, reminiscences. It is common for there to be gentle teasing.
Tell them about your new son in law – skills, abilities, achievements, character, reminiscences. Perhaps more gentle teasing?
Toast the Bride and Groom. “So, ladies and gentlemen, family and friends, let us raise our glasses and join together in wishing them every happiness. I give you the toast of the Bride and Groom, … And … May God bless them.”
The Bridegroom
Thank the Bride’s father for proposing the toast.
Thank him for the wedding feast (if appropriate). Thank him for his kindness and friendship.
Thank him for his daughter.
Thank the guests for their good wishes, and for coming.
Thank everyone for their gifts.
Thank your ‘new’ wife for marrying you!
Thank the Bridesmaids who have helped your wife through the day. Comment on their charm & beauty. – not too much, though, as you may make your new wife jealous!
As well as the traditional thank-yous the Groom may wish to add a few words about how he met his wife, activities they share, etc. Gentle teasing is allowable.
Toast the Bridesmaids: “Ladies and gentlemen, will you join me in drinking the toast of ‘The Bridesmaids’ – thank you.”
The Best Man
The Best Man speaks on behalf of the Bridesmaids (and other helpers – ushers, etc.), and
Thanks the Groom for his toast. He also:
Toasts the Parents: “I should like to add to the thanks to the parents which (Bridegroom) has already expressed on this wonderful occasion. I ask you to join me in drinking the toast of ‘The Parents’”.
In addition to these two ‘official’ components, the Best Man’s speech usually includes various anecdotes about the Bride and Groom. Again it is common for there to be gentle teasing.
Telegrams, cards and emails may be read out from people who were not able to attend.
The Bride
In these days of gender equality, the bride may want to make a speech – my girlfriend then bride didn’t want to do so though.
THE CAKE
Here again the price you pay and the style you choose is a matter of budget and personal choice. We went to look at the cakes on offer from several of the larger “chain” bakehouses, but eventually settled on a small independent baker that my girlfriend had used before. We paid 9,000 pesos for a beautiful cake which was delivered to the venue on time and set up by the bakers staff. On reflection it was probably too big for 100 people and much of it didn’t get eaten on the day – most guests just weren’t hungry after the huge buffet meal they’d just eaten. Still the local kids in the area around our house enjoyed it the next day.
THE GIVE-AWAYS
These are little gifts given by the bridal couple to each guest as both a “thank you for coming” and also as something for them to keep to remember the day. What you allocate to spend on each is up to you, but there are many shops offering these small gifts. The best place we found was in Colon and don’t forget always negotiate a price for a quantity buy. We embellished our gifts, glass swan figurines, with a piece of ribbon in our motif color orange and a tiny tag which I produced on my computer. We had invited 100 guests but ordered 150 giveaways – giving them was a nice way to include people in the day that either couldn’t come or we could not fit into our list of invited guests.
THE WEDDING GIFTS
Some stores here in Cebu, offer the couple a “bridal registry”, where you set out a list of gifts you would like to receive across a range of prices. Your friends can then choose the gift they want to give that fits their budget, the store will ensure that no gift is duplicated and deliver it to the couple. We choose not to use this system and let the guests choose what they wanted to give us – we had many wonderful surprises, gifts we would never have thought of ourselves.
Guests arriving with gifts need somewhere to put them and we designated one of our groomsmen to make sure this happened. Our venue provided a lovely horse carriage as part of the setting and we used this as our “wedding gift table”.
Opening a lot of presents at the reception can be time consuming and boring for the guests, so we opened a few just for the video, making sure we didn’t lose the tags so we could thank the right people later.
THE BOUQUET TOSS
Traditionally, the bride throws her bouquet over her shoulder to a group of unmarried female guests and the lady that catches it is supposed to be the next one to be married. At our wedding, it was a fairly ordered event until my girlfriend's sister came flying over the top of the other women to grab the bouquet out of the grasp of another guest.
THE GARTER TOSS
The groom is then required to remove the garter from the leg of the bride which is supposed to symbolize publicly that the bride is relinquishing her virginal status. He then throws the garter to all the unmarried male guests. Again the person who catches it is the next to be married.
For fun, the garter catcher can place the garter on the leg of the bouquet catcher with his teeth.
THE “GOING AWAY” OF THE COUPLE
We planned to organize an archway of guests for us to walk through when we were leaving the reception, the idea being that it would give us a chance to say “goodbye” and “thank you” to every one of our guests. However we were having so much fun that we abandoned the idea and stayed dancing and partying until the venue decided it was time to close.
THE ORDER OF EVENTS
There is no strict rule about the order of events; this is the order of events at our wedding:-
Introduction by the MC of the guests on the Presidential Table
The entrance of the Bridal Party – the Bride and Groom come in last
The National Anthem
Grace
Serving of the food
The release of the doves
The speeches
The cutting of the cake
The first dance of the Bride and Groom
Open dancing for all guests
Opening of the wedding gifts
The tossing of the bouquet and garter
Paul and his girlfriend then wife, Elsa planned their wedding so well that they decided on doing it as a business and help others with their wedding.
They have planned over 20 weddings since their own wedding and became expert in this field. I strongly recommend their services, their professionalism and honest fee structure is unbeatable.
If you want to marry a beautiful Filipina, don't hesitate, contact Paul and Elsa for details. Obviously finding a beautiful Filipina would be entirely your job to do. Anything else you can ask from them.
By email
or by phone:
0929-528-3032 (Smart) from overseas +63929-528-3032
0923-233-7891 (Sun) from overseas +63923-233-7891
Their example also indicates how businesses come to you even if you don't look for one. Their own bad experience with wedding planner agencies turned them to this business and they now do it better than others.
I tried to give a practical overview of things from climate to marriage in the pages of this ebook. Of course there are many more to know about.
In another ebook – The Philippine Scam - I will detail scams, tricks and other crimes that unfortunately are also part of life in this country. I will prepare updates for this book if there will be something important to add, and surely there will be. Thanks to the electronic nature of the distribution of ebooks, these updates will be available for the readers of the original version at no cost.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/241419 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!