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Words on the Word, Sept. 1, 2010
Ends & Beginnings
“Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, …”
Isaiah 46:9-10 NKJV
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.” Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.”
Revelation 22:12-14 NKJV
Throughout the Bible, we see that God is a God of both Ends and Beginnings. Wherever we see an end, it’s followed closely by a beginning. At some point in Eternity Past, God decided to end the empty, formless earth and turn it and the surrounding universe into an amazing, astonishing array of lights, colors, textures, substances, and temperatures (see Genesis 1:1-25). He began a family by placing on the earth a Man (Adam) and a Woman (Eve) (see Genesis 1:26-27, 2:15-25). He began Man’s tenure on the earth by giving him absolute dominion and authority over all of the plants and all of the animals, to keep the Garden of Eden and protect from all intruders (see Genesis 1:26-31, 2:8-14). When Adam failed God and handed his rights over to the serpent (Satan), God ended Adam & Eve’s time in the garden (see Genesis 3). Thus began mankind’s struggle with sin, sickness, poverty, and death.
With the Flood, God ended a period of time where sin dominated the earth (see Genesis 6 & 7). With Abraham, God began the Hebrew race and the march toward the appearance of the Seed, the Deliverer, whom He promised would crush the head of Satan (see Genesis 15-22). The enslavement of the Hebrew people in Egypt temporarily ended the prosperity of the line of Abraham (see Exodus 1 & 2).
With Moses, God ended His people's slavery and began to prosper them again, but He also began the Law, which ended two thousand years of grace (see Exodus 3 through Deuteronomy 34). God began holding His people to account for their sins, and throughout the Old Testament, they went in and out of war and peace, bondage and freedom as they rebelled against the Law, then repented, rebelled, repented, and so on, and so on. Until…
Until Jesus. Jesus the Seed. Jesus the Lamb. Jesus the Servant. Jesus the Redeemer. Jesus the Alpha and the Omega. Jesus the Beginning and the End. Jesus the First and the Last.
Jesus took sin, sickness, poverty, and death to the cross and left them there. His death on the cross ended all of the wrong that Adam began. His resurrection from the grave on Resurrection Day began a new era of grace, in which God no longer holds us to account for our sin, our failure, our pride, our rebellion (see Romans 5, 6 & 8, Galatians 3). You can begin to experience the New Beginning that Jesus won for you: simply call on His name: admit that He is the Son of God, who died for you and rose again; admit that you have sinned and need forgiveness; admit that He is Lord and accept His forgiveness (see Romans 10:9-10).
God is still a God of Ends and Beginnings. With Jesus, God ended the power of sin and began a new age of grace. One day, your natural life will end, and one day, probably very soon, God will call an end to life here on earth as we know it. At either time, depending upon whether you have accepted Jesus as your Lord & Savior, you will begin eternity with God in heaven or separated from Him in hell. Only you can choose which Beginning of your eternal existence will follow the End of your temporary lifetime.
Words on the Word, Sept. 2, 2010
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8 NKJV
But God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.
Romans 5:8 MSG
It’s good to study history. It’s good to know where our society came from, how we got here, and what mistakes were made in the past so that (maybe) we will not make them again.
Sometimes history is presented in a fascinating format that holds your interest and may even leave you wanting to learn more. Sometimes history is presented in such a dull, dry, drawn out fashion that you wonder whether it’s a historical presentation or the latest cure for insomnia.
Sometimes history seems relevant to your life. Sometimes it simply doesn’t.
But there is only one history that really matters to everyone, and it’s vitally relevant to you in this world and in the world to come.
Here it is in three (3) sentences:
1. God made people.
2. People failed God.
3. God died for people.
How simple. How interesting. How relevant. How awesome.
Words on the Word, Sept. 3, 2010
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 NKJV
“… I and My Father are one.”
John 10:30 NKJV
“…when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”
John 16:13-15 NKJV
The Holy Trinity, the Three in One: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. It is a concept that many of us find hard to fully understand – most likely because so many preachers and teachers have told us that we can’t, or aren’t supposed to, understand it.
Some teachers, in an effort to explain the Trinity, have used examples of earthly materials, which are either a) composed of three distinct but interdependent parts or b) capable of being experienced in three different forms. An example of the former is an egg, which is made up of a shell, an egg white and a yoke. An example of the latter is water, which can take the form of a liquid (water), a vapor (steam) or a solid (ice). The egg example is inadequate to explain or illustrate the Trinity because the three parts of the egg can be separated and used apart from each other, and whichever part isn’t used can be discarded. The Members of the Trinity, however, will never be found completely separate from each other, and never, never, never will any Member be discarded! The water example fails because although water can be found in three different forms, the same measure of water cannot fully be more than one form at a time – if you have a bucket of water in its liquid form, it is not steam or ice; freeze that same bucket of water to solid ice and it is neither steam nor liquid; boil that same water, and you will get steam, but not ice, and while the steam is coming from the water, if it continues to boil, it will eventually evaporate into the air; if it is removed from the heat, it will cool and continue to exist only as liquid. In the case of the Trinity, all three Members are equally present at all times – there will never be a time when the Father will exist without the Son and the Spirit, or the Son without the Spirit and the Father, or the Spirit without the Father or the Son.
The failure of material examples to illustrate the Trinity does not prevent us from understanding it. The Bible gives a more than adequate “job description” of each Member and at the same time makes it clear that each Member is eternal and inseparable from the others:
* God the Father is the head of all of the operations in the spiritual realm. He is the one who conceived of each person’s existence and fashioned a perfect plan for every person’s life (see Genesis 1-3, Jeremiah 1:5, 29:11-13).
* God the Son, who came into the physical world as Jesus, is the Word, by which everything that exists was made (see John 1:1-14). He is our High Priest who receives our confession as sinners and advocates on our behalf to the Father for our adoption as children of God (see Hebrews 2:17, 3:1, 4:14-15, 5:1, 5).
* God the Spirit is the moving force of the Trinity (see Genesis 1:2) – He moves in the earth today and speaks to our hearts to lead us to Christ, to pray for ourselves and others and to discern God’s perfect will for our lives (see Mark 13:11; Luke 1:14-16, 34-36, 41, 67, 2:25-26, 3:16, 22, 12:11-13; John 14:25-27, 16:4-6). God the Spirit is in constant communication with God the Father and will pray on our behalf, even when we don’t know how (see Romans 8:26-27).
In addition to the Bible’s written descriptions of each Member of the Trinity, we can receive a clear understanding of each Member’s role and identity by simply praying for this wisdom (see James 1:5).
Our Father God is loving, gracious, full of mercy and always willing to supply us with wisdom and understanding. He is the perfect parent, and like any good parent, He wants us to understand Him – all of Him, in every form of Him. We should never be satisfied with anything less.
Words on the Word, Sept. 4, 2010
Trans…
Trans- is one of the most common prefixes in the English language. It is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another.
I’ve noticed that Trans- has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk, and we’ll look at each over the next several days. We begin today with the not-so-fun, but necessary, Transgression.
Transgression
As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:12 NKJV
I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.
Isaiah 43:25 NKJV
God will do one of two things with your transgressions (your sins). He will remember & punish them, or He will forgive, remove & forget them – and He would rather do the latter. God foresaw Adam’s transgression in the Garden of Eden even before there was either a Garden or an Adam or a “me” or a “you.” He knew that Adam’s decision to transgress, or disobey, the only commandment (“…but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die…” Genesis 2:17 NKJV) would separate God from His most prize creation (us), and He would not allow that to stand.
In order that our separation from the Creator would not be permanent, God made a covenant with The Son (Jesus) that Jesus would be our substitute, our sacrificial Lamb “slain from the foundation of the world,” (Revelation 13:8 NKJV), who “takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29 NKJV) See “His Son, Our Savior” here. Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection broke the power of any transgression you or I could ever commit – that has been God’s plan from before the Beginning.
It was never God’s will for us to sin, to transgress His commandments, and it has never been His will for us to die, or perish, because of our transgressions. (See 2 Peter 3:9) Accepting the love and forgiveness of God through the perfect sacrifice of Jesus frees you from all of your transgressions and the guilt and the penalty of eternal punishment that they carry. Will you accept God's total love and forgiveness today? If you have already done so, will you tell someone else that he or she can be free – today? Let God do with transgressions what He is so ready and willing to do with them – forgive, remove, and forget.
Words on the Word, Sept. 5, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word shows what God has envisioned for us, His victorious children, both in this life and in the next: Transfigure.
Transfigure
“Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.” Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”
Matthew 16:28 & 17:1-5 NKJV
And He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power.” Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”— because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly afraid. And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!”
Mark 9:1-7 NKJV
“But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.” Now it came to pass, … that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. … a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!”
Luke 9:27-35 NKJV
Next to His Resurrection, the Transfiguration of Jesus is the most graphic display of God’s plan for us that we can find in the Bible. In this miraculous event, God provided a quick view of how we will look in our glorified, heavenly bodies. The apostle Paul described this and gave a clue as to how it will happen in 1 Corinthians 15:35-58: “…Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed….” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52 NKJV)
In addition to a look into the afterlife, the Transfiguration accounts also demonstrate three interrelated aspects of an earthly life that is committed to following Christ.
The first application of the Transfiguration to the life of a Christian is found in the first verse in each of the passages quoted above – Jesus’ assurance to His followers that at least some of them would live to see the coming Kingdom of God. But what could this mean, in light of the fact that Jesus’ earthly kingdom clearly has not arrived as of 2009 A.D., and none of His early followers are alive today? Obviously, it can only mean that Jesus was not referring to His physical kingdom that will arrive at the end of this age. In my opinion, Jesus was referring to two things: the power and authority of the Kingdom of God evidenced by Jesus’ resurrection from the tomb and His ascension into heaven, and the power and authority He granted to His followers through a faith-filled relationship with Him. (See Matthew 6:33 & 28:18 and Ephesians 1:19-21) If we understand that the phrase “Kingdom of God” refers to God’s mode of operation, His M.O., the way God does things and wants them done, then we have the ability and even the duty to exercise awesome power on this earth for the glory of God.
The second application of the Transfiguration to our walk with Jesus in this life is that we can know how God sees us even while we are living in our imperfect, earthly bodies. In 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, quoted above, Paul explains that we will receive glorified bodies when we are taken to heaven, but other Scripture makes clear that God sees us in our glorified condition now. 1 John 4:17 (NKJV) states, Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 1 Corinthians 5:17 & 21 (NKJV) explain that Jesus’ death on the cross, and our acceptance of it, makes us new creatures, who are righteous before God. Our new, born-again condition gives us the right to communicate directly with God. (See Ephesians 2:1-10, Hebrews 4:16) In fact, Paul’s letter to the early Roman church indicates that as born-again believers, we are obligated to see ourselves as new, glorified and righteous before God and to act accordingly. (See Romans 6 and 12:1-2) So, when Satan, your boss, your family, and life in general try to tell you who you are, remind them Whose you are and how He sees you.
The final application of the Transfiguration to Christian life is a quite practical one. In each of the accounts of this miracle, Jesus took Peter, James and John away from the other disciples to an unpopulated area on a high mountain. When the 3 disciples saw the event, they were stunned. Searching for something to say, Peter proposed that they set up 3 elaborate tents, one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. Evidently, God didn’t like the idea because he spoke directly from the clouds and advised that Peter and the others be quiet and listen to Jesus. The lesson: it’s wonderful to go to a quiet place to commune with the Lord, and you should make it a priority, but you are not the one who should do the talking.
Words on the Word, Sept. 6, 2010
Trans…
A couple of days ago, we started looking at Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language. It is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to what God wants to do in your life, Transform.
Transform
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Romans 12:1-2 NKJV
In Romans 12:1-2, Paul encourages the early Christians in Rome to give themselves fully to God, to commit their lives to Him in all respects, and he notes that this is their reasonable service, in other words, this is "entry-level" Christianity. Fortunately for these early Christians, and for us today, this full-time, full-tilt commitment to God does not come by a person's own strength or effort. It comes by God's mercy and grace; however, each person does have a part to play in the process.
So, what exactly is it that a person is supposed to do, by the mercy of God, in order to fully present him/herself to God? TRANSFORM. Change from the inside - out.
As a Christian you are not to Conform to the world - you are to avoid molding yourself to fit in with the world and what it says is right, proper, cool, or acceptable. You must do this by renewing your mind so that you think in line with God's Word (see Joshua 1:8 NKJV), by having the mind of Christ (see Philippians 2:1-8 NKJV), and by casting down every thought and imagination that does not agree with God (see 2 Corinthians 10:5 NKJV). Do not think as Man, or the world, thinks. (See Matthew 16:23, Mark 8:33 NKJV, AMP, MSG) If you allow yourself to continue to fit the world's patterns of thought, you will never become whom God has always intended you to be, and remember, He has always had a wonderful plan for your life. (See Proverbs 23:7, Jeremiah 1:5, 29:11 NKJV)
In the 2007 science fiction movie Transformers , a battle rages on earth between two forces of alien beings. These beings appear at first to be ordinary vehicles - cars, trucks, construction machines, etc. - but they have the ability to transform into their robotic alien selves, some good and some evil. Once transformed, the evil Transformers attempt to take over the earth, while the good Transformers, of course, attempt to stop them. Whether good or evil, these beings' transformation takes place when they rise up and shed their earthly-looking vehicular shells.
God has placed in you a piece of Himself, and He wants that part of you, your eternal spirit, to grow more and more powerful each day. This is how you defeat the enemy - by transforming yourself from whom you were in the world to whom God says you are in the spirit, and by letting the Holy Spirit work God's will through you. (See 1 John 4:4 NKJV) This is Power. This is Greatness. This is Transformation.
Words on the Word, Sept. 7, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to what should happen to us during the true worship that our Father God and our Lord & Savior Jesus deserve: Transfix.
Transfix
God—you're my God! I can't get enough of you! I've worked up such hunger and thirst for God, traveling across dry and weary deserts. So here I am in the place of worship, eyes open, drinking in your strength and glory. In your generous love I am really living at last! My lips brim praises like fountains. I bless you every time I take a breath; my arms wave like banners of praise to you.
Psalm 63:1-4 MSG
My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.
Psalm 63:5-8 NKJV
Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”
Mark 4:39-41 NKJV
"It's who you are and the way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage your spirit in the pursuit of truth. That's the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship. God is sheer being itself—Spirit. Those who worship him must do it out of their very being, their spirits, their true selves, in adoration."
John 4:23 MSG
To “transfix” means to 1) hold motionless as if struck with awe, amazement, terror; 2) pierce through; and 3) fasten with something that pierces.
We should become transfixed on God’s handiwork – the sunrise, the sunset, the immeasurable variety of colors and shapes of plants and animals, the power of a thunderstorm and the serenity that follows, the assembly and function of the human mind and body, the miracle of birth, the immensity of space and the precise location of the earth in the universe – and gasp in sheer awe and utter amazement.
We should seek to be transfixed on Jesus. We should read about His miracles and study His words of wisdom and be unable to get them out of our minds. We should meditate on His sacrifice and let it pierce our hearts. We should fasten ourselves to Him as securely as He was fastened to the cross. We should stand in awe and amazement as we consider the unconditional, incalculable, incomparable love and mercy that would cause our Almighty, All-Powerful, All-Knowing God to give His Best to remove our worst.
But, sadly, all too often we don’t. We insist on simply giving our weekly or bi-weekly “nod to God” and then going on our way. We don’t have time, we’re too tired, too broke, too stressed, too this, and too that. We might smile or even shed a small tear at something God-ish and think “Oh, how nice,” and then the next day, the next hour or the next minute, we separate ourselves from Him again. Back to work, back to sleep, back to the kids, back to the chores, back to the rat-race, back to the drawing board, back to everything and everywhere but forward, deeper, closer, tighter in and to the life that Jesus paid for us to have (see John 10:10).
Sad. Very sad. We miss so many blessings when we’re transfixed on ourselves, our lives, our problems. We need to let go of ourselves and get over ourselves and latch onto our God with all of our heart (spirit), all of our soul (mind, will and emotions), all of our strength (time, money, possessions, skills, talents, and influence). (See Matthew 22:37, Mark 12:30, Luke 10:27) We need to finally, finally, finally realize that He is the vine, the source and the supply (see John 15). Everything good comes from Him (see James 1:17). Becoming transfixed on Him is so much less for His benefit than for ours. It’s what He desires, and it’s the least – and the best – we can do.
Words on the Word, Sept. 8, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to how God communicates with His born again children: Transmit.
Transmit
For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
Isaiah 55:10-11 NKJV
But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future]. He will honor and glorify Me, because He will take of (receive, draw upon) what is Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you. Everything that the Father has is Mine. That is what I meant when I said that He [the Spirit] will take the things that are Mine and will reveal (declare, disclose, transmit) it to you.
John 16:13-15 AMP
In the 1995 movie, Crimson Tide , Gene Hackman and Denzel Washington play the captain and executive officer (“XO”) of the United States nuclear missile submarine, The U.S.S. Alabama. The Alabama is sent out to prevent post-Cold War Russian rebel forces from launching Russian nuclear missiles at the U.S. and our allies. Conflict between captain and XO erupts when the transmission of an Emergency Action Message (“EAM”) is cut off while The Alabama is attempting to avoid a Russian submarine. Naval Command had earlier transmitted a first EAM ordering The Alabama to prepare to launch its missiles at the rebel forces, but the failed transmission of the second EAM put Command’s launch orders in question. The captain insisted that The Alabama should proceed with the order to launch, while the XO was determined that the launch must be delayed until they could obtain the complete transmission of the second EAM.
As Christians who desire to hear from God, we are often subject to a similar conflict. God is always speaking (transmitting) to us, and when we listen and obey, we are immensely blessed. Sometimes, however, the transmission from God to human is cut off, and we are unsure what to do.
God’s transmissions to us may be disrupted by attacks from demonic forces who plant contrary or confusing thoughts in our minds. We may also fail to receive God’s transmissions due to our own sin that we haven’t confessed to Him – we are already forgiven for all sin, past, present and future, but unconfessed sin can cut off God’s transmissions because we have not yet actively received His forgiveness, and we feel guilty, unworthy and under accusation from the Enemy.
Sometimes, we hear the beginnings of a transmission from God, and we take off and run with only a partial Word, without remaining patient and allowing God to finish what He was saying. We need to train ourselves to be certain that we have received the whole, entire transmission before we jump ahead of God. Rushing ahead of God means we are working in our own limited strength and knowledge, not in His unlimited power and wisdom.
When there is a conflict between your heart and your head (between your spirit and your mind, will and/or emotions), resolve that you will side with your spirit. Your spirit is the part of you that is a little piece of God. It is the part of you that communicates on God’s frequency, where the transmissions are clear and free from every interruption.
Words on the Word, Sept. 9, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to what God did through the Death, Burial and Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: Transpose.
Transpose
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
2 Corinthians 5:21 NKJV
…but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death on the cross.
Philippians 2:7-8 NKJV
We typically use the word transpose to mean changing the position of two objects; we very often mean a mix-up of two letters or numbers: for example, I might intend to write down the phone number 555.123.4567, but I might transpose two of the digits and mistakenly write 555.123.4657, in which case the phone number is wrong, and if I try to call it, I will not reach the person I want to call. Not good. The transposition or change in position between the “5” and the “6” renders the phone number useless to me.
But, Glory to God, there was one big, time-changing, history-altering Transposition that occurred long, long ago, which was no mistake: the death of Jesus on the cross. In submitting to that horrible, shameful, painful Roman execution, the perfect, sinless Jesus took on all of the sins of all mankind (including yours and mine), so much so that He became all of that sin, all of that poverty, all of that sickness, all of everything that was and is wrong with this world and He gave to us all of His righteousness, all of His wealth, all of His health, all of everything that was right about the way God originally created Man. It was not a mistake because God had foreordained it from before the foundation of the world (See Revelation 13:8), and because no mere humans took Jesus’ life from Him, no, He laid it down of His own free will as part of His covenant with The Father (See John 10:15-18).
Transposition – When we do it, we’re often referring to a mistake that probably could have been avoided by simply taking more time and proofreading. But the transposition of Jesus’ glory and righteousness for our sin and shame was no mistake – it was fully His intention and the greatest gift we could ever hope to receive. But God will never force that gift upon us. We have to receive it. Not to do so – now, that’s a mistake. If you are ready to receive that gift, or if you want to read more about what it all means, please e-mail me at jennolan@seedwords.com.
God bless you!
Words on the Word, Sept. 10, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to what God expects you to do in this life: Transact.
Transact
And He said to them, How is it that you had to look for Me? Did you not see and know that it is necessary [as a duty] for Me to be in My Father's house and [occupied] about My Father's business?
Luke 2:49 AMP
On the road someone asked if he could go along. "I'll go with you, wherever," he said. Jesus was curt: "Are you ready to rough it? We're not staying in the best inns, you know." Jesus said to another, "Follow me." He said, "Certainly, but first excuse me for a couple of days, please. I have to make arrangements for my father's funeral." Jesus refused. "First things first. Your business is life, not death. And life is urgent: Announce God's kingdom!" Then another said, "I'm ready to follow you, Master, but first excuse me while I get things straightened out at home." Jesus said, "No procrastination. No backward looks. You can't put God's kingdom off till tomorrow. Seize the day."
Luke 9:57 MSG
…but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death on the cross.
Philippians 2:7-8 NKJV
To “transact” means to carry on a business matter, and it also means to carry something through to completion. As the above verses make clear, God has a specific “business” agenda that He expects us, as followers of Christ, to carry through completion.
Jesus knew this from the time he was a child – he knew that He had one overriding purpose for His life: to die for the sins of all Mankind. When Jesus was twelve years old, Joseph and Mary took Him to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. As they were preparing to return to Nazareth, Joseph and Mary thought that Jesus had gone on ahead with relatives. It wasn’t until they were well on their way that they realized that Jesus wasn’t with them. They returned to Jerusalem and, three days after they had noticed His absence, they found 12-year old Jesus sitting and talking with the teachers in the temple as if He were one of them – he had been there the entire time – and Jesus actually scolded His parents for not thinking from the outset that they might find Him there, doing “[His] Father’s business.”
During Jesus’ ministry, He trained His disciples that their mission, their business, was to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom of God – to declare that salvation was at hand. Everything that Jesus did during His three and one half years of earthly ministry was for one purpose: to demonstrate God’s love for people and to teach people to love God in return. Every miracle He performed, every parable He told, every lesson He taught shows that God’s will is to restore the fallen human race to its original state of perfect relationship with its Creator. Jesus meant for His followers to copy Him: to love as He loves, to speak as He speaks, and to serve as He serves – to transact business His way. As the above verse from Luke 9 says, we are to be about the business of life – the abundant, eternal life that is found only in God, through Jesus (See John 10:10 & 14:6).
Finally, Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrection from the tomb brought to completion business of our salvation. Forgiveness of sin, healing from disease, release from every form of bondage – it’s all available to us as the end result of Jesus’ obedience to His Father’s will, His Father’s business.
As a follower of Christ, you are a partner with Jesus in the salvation business. Every lost soul is an unfinished transaction – get busy!
Words on the Word, Sept. 11, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s trans- word directly applies to what God did through the Death, Burial and Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: Transfer.
Transfer
And he shall lay [both] his hands upon the head of the burnt offering [transferring symbolically his guilt to the victim],
and it shall be an acceptable atonement for him.
Leviticus 1:4 AMP
[The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the control and the dominion of darkness and has transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,...
Colossians 1:13 AMP
To transfer something is to move it from one person or place to another. For example, you might have a checking account and a savings account, and you can transfer money from one to the other. Spiritually speaking, all people have sinned, and if they want to go to heaven, where there is no sin, they need to have a way to transfer sin out of their lives.
In the first chapter of the Old Testament book of Leviticus, which is one of the books of the law as given by God to Moses, we find the procedure for people to make atonement for their sins (e.g., in the manner described in the verse above). Under the Law, the only way for God to forgive a person's sins was for the person to offer a blood sacrifice, and the blood of the lamb, bull, ram or other animal symbolically provided a covering for that person's sins, thus satisfying God's requirements that the Law be kept perfectly, which no human was ever able to do. The problem with transferring one's sins to an animal, though, was that it was not a permanent solution. Don't misunderstand, it was God's plan for sins to be transferred in this way, but only for a period of time.
The above verse from Colossians, among many others in the New Testament, describes the purpose and effect of Jesus' Death, Burial and Resurrection - instead of our sins being symbolically placed on an innocent, unwitting animal, they were actually placed on Jesus as He suffered through His Crucifixion, died, and then was raised from the dead on the third day. We could never, ever, ever keep God's law and commandments to His standards of complete holiness and perfection, so we needed a Savior. God knew this before He created anything. God foresaw what the first man, Adam, would do - that Adam would transfer his God-given authority over all the earth to Satan in the Garden of Eden, and from that day to this, mankind would forever be an imperfect, sinful species.
But (Glory to God!!!) God so loved the world that He gave His only Begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16 NKJV). This is the great transfer - God took your sins, my sins, and the sins of everyone from the time of Jesus until the return of Jesus, and placed them on Jesus, the lamb slain from before the foundation of the world. (See Revelation 13:8 NKJV)
Jesus, innocent, blameless and holy, became the perfect, sufficient, permanent sacrifice and payment for all of your sins, past, present and future. All you have to do is accept the transfer of your sins for His righteousness. Will you do that today? It's the greatest gift you will ever be given, and the best decision you will ever make. It's no longer about how well you keep a set of rules; it's now about whether you understand that God loves you in spite of your sins, and He is calling you to take His free gift of love and forgiveness. If you're ready to make this decision, please e-mail me at jennolan@seedwords.com. I promise you that it’s a decision you will never regret!
Words on the Word, Sept. 12, 2010
Trans…
Trans-, one of the most common prefixes in the English language, is used in words that signify change or movement from one thing or place or condition to another, and it has a lot of significant applications to the Christian walk. Today’s, and the final trans- word, is a practical one that is essential for a correct and fulfilling understanding of and experience in the Word of God: Translate.
Translate
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
Matthew 1:23 NKJV
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
Mark 13:34 NKJV
The scriptures quoted above, like all of the New Testament, were originally written in Greek. Both of the above-quoted verses contain phrases that were spoken, respectively, by the arch-angel Gabriel in Hebrew and by Jesus in Aramaic; therefore, Matthew and Mark, when they wrote their gospels in Greek, knew that they needed to inform their readers what those non-Greek phrases meant. The same is true in several other verses in Mark, John, Acts and Hebrews. If Matthew, Mark, John, Luke, and the writer of Hebrews had not translated those Hebrew and Aramaic phrases into the original Greek, it is possible that those phrases would not have been translated later into English or any other modern language for us today, and that would have been unfortunate.
As important as it was to translate the various Hebrew and Aramaic phrases into the Greek, and as obviously crucial as it was to have the entire original Greek translated into English and virtually every other language spoken on earth today, it is important to understand that sometimes words translated from Greek into English lose something in the translation. For example, in Greek, there are several different words for “love,” and in order to fully understand a scripture on “love,” we need to understand which kind of “love” the writer meant. For instance, 1 Corinthians 13 is a beautiful explanation of how love should take precedence over anything else we do, over any other talent or gift we possess. However, we miss the most vital point of the chapter if we do not know which kind of love – which Greek word for “love” – Paul used in his writing.
Paul used the Greek word agape, or God-like, unconditional love, which is independent of our feelings, how we are treated, whether or not that love is “deserved,” etc. It is not eros, romantic love, and it is not phileo, brotherly love; both eros and phileo are types of love between humans, based upon human emotions; thus they fall victim to human tendencies to withhold love if it is not given in return. Agape, God’s love, isn’t subject to or limited by human emotions or external circumstances – it is the only kind of love like that. So, when Paul says that “love never fails,” (see 1 Cor. 13:8 NKJV) we can know that he is correct because he is referring to God’s failure-proof love for us, and not the fallible love of an ex-spouse or offended friend or relative.
There are many Greek words which have several meanings, where in English, they have only one. There are still other Greek words for which there is no English word that fits as well as we might like. For instance, when Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:10 that “the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil…,” he originally wrote one Greek word, “philaguria,” for which an entire English phrase, “the love of money,” is needed. That is the reason why 1 Timothy 6:10 is so often incorrectly quoted, “Money is the root of all evil.” Money itself is neither good nor evil; money is simply a tool. It is the love of money over God, one’s family, one’s integrity, which is the root of all evil (pride, lying, cheating, stealing, covetousness, jealousy, murder, etc.).
With all of these differences, for those of us who are not Greek speakers, much less Greek scholars, translation tools (such as Strong’s Concordance, Young’s Concordance) are essential in order to be certain we understand what we’re reading. Fortunately, the best such tools are available online at no cost, and can be found quickly by simply plugging the titles or descriptions into a popular search engine, such as Google or Yahoo!. Making regular use of such tools helps reinforce the scriptures into one’s memory, which is an added benefit.
If you will make it a habit during your Bible study time to check the Greek (New Testament) and Hebrew (Old Testament) translations in the various tools available, you will be pleasantly surprised at how much clearer God’s Word becomes to your mind and how much deeper it will grow in your heart.
Words on the Word, Sept. 13, 2010
Omni
The prefix, "Omni," meaning "All," (in today's slang: "All That") is most often used as part of a brand name for all kinds of products and services from automobile parts to a hotel chain to a former arena in Atlanta, GA, which was demolished in 1997 (I guess it wasn't "all that," after all). But there are three absolute characteristics of our Father God, which begin with "Omni" and they demonstrate, throughout the Scriptures, that our Father really is ALL THAT. For today and the next two days we’ll look at each of the 3 "Omni" facets of our Father's character - first up is His OMNIpresence:
Where can I go from Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence?
If I ascend into heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.
If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there Your hand shall lead me,
And Your right hand shall hold me.
Psalm 139:7-10 NKJV
If you've ever felt all alone in the world, you are not. If you've ever wondered whether or not God is near, He is. There is nothing you have ever done or will ever do that God did not or will not see.
People who are religious, who view God as a harsh taskmaster rather than a loving Father, will often use God's omnipresence as a means of condemning someone for an act of sin - "How could you do that? Don't you realize that God was watching?" - but these people are ignoring the fact that God, who is not limited by time or space, has seen the sin before it was committed. God is never shocked by our sin (and neither is He impressed by our goodness because He has already seen our next sin). From the first sin of Adam and Eve, to the most recent sin anyone of us has committed, God was there, and His love for each of us did not pause even for a second.
God is always near, always watching, and always ready and waiting for us to call on Him for help, comfort, wisdom, forgiveness. He already knows whether or not we will call on Him, and even if we won't, His love for His creation will not allow Him to leave us alone. He will stand by, waiting for an outcome He has already seen, until the end of time. Call on Him now - He's closer than you think.
Words on the Word, Sept. 14, 2010
Omni
The prefix, "Omni," meaning "All," (in today's slang: "All That") is most often used as part of a brand name for all kinds of products and services from automobile parts to a hotel chain to a former arena in Atlanta, GA, which was demolished in 1997 (I guess it wasn't "all that," after all). But there are three absolute characteristics of our Father God, which begin with "Omni" and they demonstrate, throughout the Scriptures, that our Father really is ALL THAT. Today we continue to look at each of the 3 "Omni" facets of our Father's character – today we see His OMNIscience:
Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’
Isaiah 46:9-10 NKJV
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”
Jeremiah 1:5 NKJV
Your heavenly Father knows you inside and out. He has seen every event in your life before it happened. He knew and loved you before He formed you in your mother’s womb – you are not an accident (He formed you) and you are not a shock, a surprise or a disappointment to Him. He has had a divinely formed plan for your life from before you were ever conceived, and He will reveal that plan to you if you will just call on Him and trust His wisdom (see Jeremiah 29:11-13 & 33:3).
It is up to you to seek your Father and ask Him to reveal His plan to you. He has given you a free will and He will never force you to come to Him. He wants you to come to Him in love and childlike faith, and neither love nor faith can be forced. As we saw yesterday, however, your Father is omnipresent – you are never out of His sight, out of His hearing or out of His love.
He knows right now whether you will call upon Him, yet regardless of your decision, He will wait for you to do so until the end of time. Now, knowing that there is One who knows you so well and loves you so deeply, can you honestly justify refusing Him? If you’ve never given your life to Him but would like to, or if you’re still unsure as to why you should, please e-mail me at jennolan@seedwords.com. You have nothing to lose but the love, the peace and the answers you have been seeking for all of your life.
Words on the Word, Sept. 15, 2010
Omni
The prefix, "Omni," meaning "All," (in today's slang: "All That") is most often used as part of a brand name for all kinds of products and services from automobile parts to a hotel chain to a former arena in Atlanta, GA, which was demolished in 1997 (I guess it wasn't "all that," after all). But there are three absolute characteristics of our Father God, which begin with "Omni" and they demonstrate, throughout the Scriptures, that our Father really is ALL THAT. Today, we conclude our look at each of the 3 "Omni" facets of our Father's character – today we see His OMNIpotence:
Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, … He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the judges of the earth useless…. “To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these things, Who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, By the greatness of His might And the strength of His power; Not one is missing.
Isaiah 40:20-23, 25-26 NKJV
The human race has accomplished amazing things since we were created. From the discovery of fire, to the invention of the wheel to the most recent advances in all branches of science and technology, we humans have become pretty smart and powerful. We have used our intelligence and power for both good and evil. We have created and we have destroyed. In the best cases, we have remained humble and have thanked God for giving us the brains to make such advances. In the worst cases, we have assumed that we are all-powerful and all-sufficient and we have justified this failure to give God the credit by simply pretending that He doesn’t exist.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/24575 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!