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Reviews of the author's other books

 


New York Times Book
Review: “Profiles
in Wisdom does a fine job not only of
presenting the dignity, complexity, and wit of important Indian
philosophers and religious leaders, but also of issuing cautions
against easy uplift and wisdom injections...There are some stirring
and unexpected powers unleashed in this book.”

 


Odyssey Magazine
about Legend of the
Rainbow Warriors: “I urge everyone on the
spiritual path to read this small yet exceptionally powerful
book.”

 


Library Journal
about Profiles in
Wisdom: “This wise
and provocative collection is highly recommended.”

 


Headline Muse
about Legend of the
Rainbow Warriors: “In the wake of the
September 11 tragedies, The Legend of the
Rainbow Warriors is of added import.
Clearly, human existence is experiencing profound shifts of
consciousness…As one struggles to make sense of these recent
events… McFadden offers substantive insight and hope. Further, he
speaks to the power of individuals to address the overwhelming and
complex problems facing us today—locally as well as
globally.”

 


The Washington Times
about Profiles in
Wisdom: “Our
leaders should sit and listen to the counsel Steven McFadden has
gathered in this book.”

 


Whole Earth Review
about Farms of
Tomorrow: “This is
the best book to access the Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
movement, including philosophical, spiritual, practical essays and
how-to (including financial discussions). This is the source for
tools, organizations, farms, and networks concerning the renewal of
agriculture.”

 


Resurgence Magazine
about Farms of
Tomorrow: “It is rare to come across any
practical farming guide that sets out, from its inception, a set of
principles that embrace social, spiritual and economic concerns on
completely equal terms…The wisdom and clarity of philosophy are
striking throughout.”

 


IndependentPublisher
about The Call of the
Land: “The ecology of our planet and the
health of its inhabitants is in peril, because we’ve lost our
connection to the land. This book describes how we can rally to
save the quality of our air, water and soil through a new agrarian
revolution — starting at the local level to regain control of our
food supply — and bring back a sane, intelligent, and holistic
approach to the way we live on the land. Steven McFadden describes
with eloquence and detail how it’s already underway across the
continent, and his book is a cornucopia of resources and
ideas...”
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This ebook is created and licensed for your
reading enjoyment. I offer it for sale because it is the result of
my experience and my labor, and I require reciprocity to live. If
you are moved to buy the book, that’s great. If you are moved to
make a giveaway of this ebook to yourself or others, follow your
heart. Ultimately, the tales themselves and the words on these
pages belong to the people at large, and in particular to the women
and men who spoke them. Those elders — living and in spirit —
wanted people to hear their messages. I am but one courier. It is
my honor to have had good ears and a long life to experience the
stories, and then to be able to pass them along as yet another
teller of tales.
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Prologue

 


“Throughout the inhabited world, in all times and under every
circumstance, the myths of man have flourished; and they have been
the living inspiration of whatever else may have appeared out of
the activities of the human body and mind...Myth is the secret
opening through which the inexhaustible energies of the cosmos pour
into human cultural manifestation.” - Joseph Campbell

 


As the years of my
life have unfolded, I have found my path often interwoven with the
people, the mythology, and the ways of the rainbow. I’ve heard
about and known the legends for a long time, at least 40
years.

Over those 40 years I’ve
moved through phases and ranges of relationship with the legends:
variously regarding them as engaging stories, as shared spiritual
visions and mysteries, as powerful metaphors, as true prophecy, as
wishful thinking, as corrupted new age fantasy, as a thread of
provocative relevance at this warp in the tapestry of our unfolding
human story, as interesting but irrelevant, and as an elegant,
constructive, and unifying frame of reference. Life has continued
to serve me up unavoidable encounters, and through this I have come
to a place of understanding.

[image: tmp_b61b60144f6d29dc272854809bedfd90_i5XPOv_html_m6c8fa40c.jpg]I’ve heard 40
or more tellings of rainbow mythology over the decades. One fairly
recent afternoon — May 13, 2006 to be precise — I heard yet another
telling of the tale, a convincing telling since it came from an
impeccably authentic source. With my friends Stephen Clarke, and
Carlos White Eagle, I was seated at the kitchen table in a rustic
ranch house in rural Haystack, New Mexico, visiting with Navajo
grandfather Martin Martinez, his wife Janice and their daughter,
Kay.

Grandfather, in his 90’s and nearing his transition on the
Beauty Way, had life experience as a rodeo rider, a Code Talker in
World War II, and for many long, years as a traditional Medicine
Man and the ceremonial Keeper of Tzoodsil —
the Blue Bead Mountain, or Mount Taylor, one of the Four Holy
Mountains that mark the Four Corners of Turtle Island (North
America).

Grandfather told us a
story. He spoke in Navajo, and his daughter translated. As we sat
at the kitchen table and smoked a pipe in a sacred manner,
Grandfather said he could remember long ago when he was a boy
hearing some of the Medicine elders talk. The Medicine Men told him
that during his lifetime there would come a dark era when many
problems would arise on Earth. For many people it would seem as
though there was no hope.

At that time, the
elders told him, the rainbow people would arrive. These rainbow
people would find a way to bring healing. The elders told him that
it would be good and important — and that he would see it come
true. Grandfather told us that he had never experienced that
teaching in fullness until our moments at the kitchen table, and
that he was deeply happy to be in ceremony with us, some of the
rainbow people. He gave us a warm smile, and three totems. Then his
eyes settled in contentment.
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Whirling Rainbow sand
painting by John Benally (author’s collection).

 


I’d
encountered a spectrum of rainbow myths before, beginning in the
1970s when I first read the book Warriors of the Rainbow, by William Willoya and Vinson Brown, and then in
dozens of other readings and listenings. As is the custom among
storytellers, I passed on the tales I heard later in my own words
at gatherings, and in books: Legend of the Rainbow Warriors, Profiles in Wisdom,
and Odyssey of the 8th
Fire, in
particular.

As Grandfather Martinez
finished his rainbow telling that May afternoon in New Mexico, I
felt the force of certainty. I knew that someday in some other way,
I would strike the drum and tell the tale again, weaving in
Grandfather’s simple, sincere testament.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/24665
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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