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This is a work of biblical opinion: sharing the experiences of nearly forty years of serving Jesus of Nazareth, teaching the scriptures, and walking in the spirit. All opinions should be examined and prayerfully considered before they are blindly acted upon.
This book is dedicated to my wife and our Lord Jesus, the Messiah of God. Our covenant sustains me. Her love maintains my sanity. His presence makes our lives worth living.
First of all, you need to relax. You cannot do it! Teaching the scriptures well is outside of a human’s ability. For we did not write it and we cannot interpret it accurately. Only the author of Scripture can accurately teach it. Your goal must be to let Him use you to teach.
On the other hand, you must know it. You must have read the entire book—several times. You should have spiritual experience and maturity. Teaching scripture is not for the inexperienced. There are reasons why the Biblical model in Acts and the Epistles is elders. The young and inexperienced are often gifted teachers, but they need mentors to help.
You need to have study tools available. I’ll have a list of these resources later on in this booklet. We’ll talk about practical methods there. I’ll show you an different way of teaching that will really help you connect with your listeners.
The goal is the presence of the Lord
The first thing you need to get in your mind is that a Bible study is a type of discipleship. What is a disciple? A person who follows the master around, lives with him, and learns to do what the master does by observation and osmosis is called a disciple. Your Bible study must be designed to produce disciples. This means they are going to follow your lead. Bible teachers must remember the following verse:
My brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers, because we know that we teachers will be judged more strictly. [James 3:1 Many versions]
Discipleship
One of the major things lacking in the modern church is the concept of discipleship. It is often assumed that Christian believers just grow up naturally. But there is nothing natural about it. Being born from above with the new life of God is a radically different life. You will see the growth from babe, to child, to youth, to young adult, to elder in every believer—if they live long enough.
This type of relationship takes time.
We all start with the baby/parent level of relationship. That’s good for the baby—not so good for the parent. Now I know you all love babies. That is not what I am talking about. Our relationships with babies are joyful and hopeful. You meet the baby’s needs and begin the long process of teaching the baby how to relate. The joy of a baby is the innocence and potential. There is a very strong hope of an eventual satisfying relationship with a mature human, but a baby is simply not capable of most aspects of relationship.
We grow into the child/parent level. This can take anywhere from two to forty years. A few people never grow past babyhood. That’s a tragic thing. The plan is that the child increasingly partakes in the relationship. Gradually the child becomes an individual—not just in inherited characteristics, but also in character. We start to see the first hints of their individual gifts, specific talents, and desires. It becomes possible to talk with them and reason with them.
After a long time, the child grows into a teenager and the relationship really begins. This young adult/parent relationship is where the hard work begins. This is where the child starts to understand responsibility, duty, and honor. They begin to be forced to deal with character and morality issues like lust, greed, power, and so on.
They begin to think about the vision for their life. Life goals first appear. Physical maturity makes the development of real and useful skills possible. This is a time of experimentation and differentiation. The young adult begins to realize that they have their own voice with individual concerns which determine their unique path.
Eventually adult relationships develop: both peer to peer and disciple to master. Like-minded people are found to enrich a person’s life. Careers take shape. Youthful goals are reached and more realistic lifestyles are developed as the child assumes responsibility for the direction of his or her life. The baby has become an individual adult: hope is realized for good or ill.
We can stop growing at any point
This whole process is very complex. Physical growth is relatively automatic for the vast majority. Emotional, intellectual, and spiritual growth is much less assured. The overwhelming majority stop growing well before they reach maturity on the soulish and spiritual level.
As mentioned already, some never grow past the baby stage. Some stop at childhood. Most make it to young adult (or at least teenager). The sad fact is that few actually make it to mature adulthood—even if they are 83 years old.
The Christian walk has these same stages
You need to see that the Christian walk goes through these same growth levels in your student/disciples. How far you grow is up to you. As you reach the age of accountability, your growth becomes your responsibility. It is entirely your choice.
God set up a wonderful plan. What He wanted to produce are mature adults who could relate with Him on an adult level of individuality and love.
In 1 John, the apostle talks about three stages of growth: children, young people, and fathers. He shows us three major areas of growth that we must go through. He repeats himself immediately—reworded to make sure we understand what he is trying to say to us.
I’m writing to you, children, because your sins are forgiven through Jesus. I’m writing to you, young people, because you have won the victory over the evil one. I’m writing to you, fathers, because you know the Messiah who has existed from the beginning.
I’ve written to you, children, because you know the Father. I’ve written to you, young people, because you are strong and God’s word lives in you. You have won the victory over the evil one. I’ve written to you, fathers, because you know the Messiah, who has existed from the beginning. [1 John 2:12–14]
Children have child-like faith.
Things are very innocent and simple for a child. They know their sins are forgiven. They are set free from the weight of sin. They know the Father as Abba, daddy—the one who loves and cares for them.
A child is completely dependent on his parents. In the case of a newly reborn believer, these parents are the Father and the Bride (often mistakenly seen as the local church organization). The problem, of course, is with us—the Bride. The child can completely trust the Father. The child can never trust the Bride (the true church) until she is (we are) transformed when the Lord comes again.
Nevertheless, all nurture comes from the Father and the Bride as the believer begins this new life in the Messiah. We are talking major ignorance here on the part of the child. It’s especially hard for an adult to deal with how radical the kingdom differs from the world. But growth comes fast. As a baby quickly learns to crawl, stand, walk, and talk, so too the babe in Christ learns sit, walk and stand in Jesus.
The child must learn to talk
To do this, he or she is fed milk from the scriptures. We learn to talk in the Lord by the example we read in the Bible. We learn about faith, baptism, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, repentance, ministry (servitude), love, and the whole host of things we take for granted now that we are no longer children and have learned the lingo.
Children follow the example of believers the Lord gives to teach them. As a baby and young child mimics his mother and father, they model themselves after their teachers and leaders in the church—tempered by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
The danger at this point is to the child who is not taught about the Holy Spirit and the knowledge and wisdom available there. True knowledge of the Lord can be quickly stifled by religious matters. It is very easy for a babe in the Lord to get caught up in the religion and to miss the relationship. This is especially true in churches led by men and women who have never grown past this baby/young child level themselves.
As a teacher, you need to be constantly striving toward your own maturity
Young people are in a battle
This is a conscious battle. Most true believers in the American church today are stuck somewhere in this warfare. Sadly, the majority seem to be losing. The main reason for this is the lie that has been perpetrated by entertainment that spiritual evil is fiction or overpowering. Neither of these things are true, but your young people will need to overcome this. This is where temptations and trials arise that must be dealt with by the young person. The warfare is extremely subtle and most are done in before they even realize the battle is at hand.
Some common lies to be fought off
I’m only human. No! That is no longer true. I’m now a child of God, born from above, empowered by the Holy Spirit who lives within me. I am no longer limited by the flesh. My spirit has come alive and I must put off my old self (I am now able to do so by the freedom received at my new birth). Now I put on the new man or woman who has been recreated.
Paul makes this absolutely clear, as usual. He is talking about non-believers who are stuck in the futility of their minds and tells us that we are no longer in this sort of confusion. We have not been left to our own devices, forced to figure out right and wrong on our own.
But you didn’t learn that sort of thing from the Messiah. Since you really listened to Holy Spirit and you were taught how the truth is in Jesus, change your former way of living which was part of the person you once were, corrupted by deceitful desires. Instead renew the thinking in your mind by the same Spirit and clothe yourself with the new person He shows you—created according to God’s image in justice and true holiness. [Ephesians 4:20–24]
The way is difficult
Young adulthood is where it all begins for the believer. I remember when Pat and I first got married. We had a wonderful six months or so as we united and became one. We were seeking the Lord’s face, trying to determine what we should do next. The Lord gave us a prophecy about a radical change coming into our lives. It was a long time ago, and I have no written copy. But the gist of it was that we were told:
You have been living on the mountaintop and it is time to go down to the valley and get to work. This will not be a wonderful gradual decent watching the view. You will go crashing down the side of the mountain and suddenly find yourselves in the valley.
The rest of that prophecy is lost in the mists of time. But the word was true and we experienced its reality without any doubt. Within a couple of months we found ourselves immersed in ministry, dealing with our own immaturities. We found ourselves dealing with issues that took us years to resolve—and character development that has never stopped.
The sad thing is that these issues were not nearly as bad as we made them out to be. We were simply so ignorant that we fought the battles with an enemy who was coming from a direction we did not even realize existed for a decade or more.
We have a real enemy
We don’t simply fight our flesh, however. We have a whole host of enemy soldiers trying to destroy us. They entice us with comfort, lusts of the flesh, anger, and the rest of our old sinful selves.
We fight and strive to beat the enemy—usually not even realizing that the enemy’s goal is not some worldly victory but our spiritual death. He comes to steal, kill, and destroy our life in Jesus. He tries to take our peace and joy. He uses anything he can to get our focus on anything other than what is necessary—walking in the Spirit and coming to know the Lord intimately.
The enemy specializes in distractions. If he can get us focused on doing good works in the flesh instead of allowing the Lord to lead us into the good works He has prepared for us, the enemy wins. His goal is to get us to that place where we are banging on the closed door, hearing the Lord say, “Go away. I never knew you.”
As with Job, the Lord allows trials to prove our faith. The Lord wants to give us a chance to grow up and serve him as an adult. This is a battle, but we have the good words written here by John mentioned already:
I’m writing to you, young people, because you have won the victory over the evil one. I’ve written to you, young people, because you are strong and God’s word lives in you. You have won the victory over the evil one.
In our youth we are expected to defeat the enemy in our lives, put off our old self, and put on the new life of the regenerated child of God in strength, joy, and power. We must grow up. This level of conflict is for the young adult. Babies and children do not have the strength. Mature adults do not have the stamina—plus they inevitably have many bad habits to overcome. The fighting is for the young adults.
The mature relax into trust
I remember the revelation Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret was to me when I first came to the Lord. My father gave me the best of the books he had read to fill my mind with good things of the kingdom. Hudson’s “secret” was to relax and trust the Lord in all circumstances.
The sad thing was that this was mere intellectual understanding for me until very recently. Only now, in my late sixties, am I finally arriving at a place of relaxation in my Christian walk. The better we know the Lord, the more we can relax. He has it covered. He will teach us all things. He has the power and the stated goal of making us like Jesus. Why is it so hard to get to this point of peace? The requirement to trust which only comes from an intimate relationship with our Lord.
You must recognize maturity levels
Your task as the teacher of the bible study is to recognize where your people are in this path to maturity and help them along to the next step in their growth. You cannot assume that your student/disciples are at the same level of development as you, and they are certainly not necessarily less mature than you. A teacher is one of the ministry gifts talked about in Ephesians. You need to pray for discernment and remember the goal given us in Ephesians:
Now these are the gifts our Messiah gave to the church: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Their calling is to equip God’s people to do God’s work and build up the body of Christ. This continues until we… become mature in the Lord, measuring up to the fullness of the Messiah.
Then we will no longer be immature like children… speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, our Messiah—from whom the whole body is joined and held together. When each part is working properly, the body grows to build itself up in love. [ephesians 4:11–16]
This is the process with which you are involved as a teacher of scripture to the body of Christ. It is a serious venture and scripture clearly says in a couple of places that we who teach will be held to a higher standard. I mentioned the passage in James already. So you need to take this seriously.
You are not the master
It is vitally important to remember that though we are working to produce excellent disciples, they are not our followers. They are to be following and serving the master. The Lord and Master is Jesus. Your mission is to present the Lord and the daily Christian life in such a way that the members of your study can meet him and follow him joyfully. The presence of the Lord will transform your group from a dry exercise in education to a wonderful time of fellowship with Jesus and each other.
Actually, you can do it without the Holy Spirit and many of the most popular Bible teachers do, BUT you will waste your time and the time of your students, at best.
At worst, it’ll sound good but do nothing
The worst result for your Bible study is that the teachings are entertaining and people love to come, but no one’s life is changed—people do not meet the Lord.
We see an example of this in the Acts of the Apostles.
…a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the Scriptures well, arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria, Egypt. He had been taught the way of the Lord, and taught others about Jesus enthusiastically and accurately. However, he knew only about John’s baptism. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in the synagogue, they took him aside and explained the way of God more accurately. [Acts 18:24–26]
The scripture goes on in chapter 19 to tell about Paul coming and going beyond John’s baptism into the baptism of Jesus. We see the difference between the two baptisms in John’s statement at the beginning of the gospel of Luke:
I baptize you with water, but he is coming who is mightier than I… and he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire [Luke 3:16]
You cannot teach scripture well or effectively without the power of the Holy Spirit. The modern phrase to cover this process is to call this the anointing. This is the biblical phrase to describe what we do. This anointing is talked about in I John—but what does that mean? If it is central to your efforts to teach, you need to understand this. The word anointing is used in conjunction with the Holy Spirit only twice, both in I John. These verses are startling in their content and faith.
But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things… But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. [I john 2:20 & 27 nkjv]
Paul talks about this type of teaching in I Corinthians where he deliberately avoids fancy rhetoric and entertaining oratory. He chooses to teach as follows:
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. [I Corinthians 2:1–5]
This must be our attitude also. But there is good news! This anointing is available to all believers especially to those who teach. If God has called you to be a teacher for Him, part of His equipment is the anointing. Though the verses in I John clearly state that you have no need for anyone to teach you because the Holy Spirit teaches you all things—the fact of the matter is that most people do not spend the time, do not have the drive, or are simply called to another ministry that prevents the focus needed to teach themselves scripture to the level desired for spiritual growth.
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